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Commission ~etings missing from Playground 

Commission RECORD BOOK 

February to December 1919. 

1920 

1921 

192~ 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

19~1 

', 

Stolen from 

Mr. Hermann's car. 



CARNIVAL AT CRYSTAL LAKI: 

FEBRUARY 3rd, 1940 

(In case of postponement, Sunday, Febmary 4th. For information 

Call CENtre Newton 5147 

INFORMATION FOR NEWTON FIGURE SKATING CLUB MEMBERS 
i 

The parking area at rear of bath-house will ibe reserved until 2:15 
. P. ¥· for members showing proper identification such as membership card. 

Dressing rooms for change of costumes willlbe avai'lruble in the bath
house for those coming from out of town. 

AN club mem.lbers and participants assemble at the rink in the further 
cove at 2:15P.M. Please be prompt. 

All participants must hand their records for special music to Mr. 
Carrol G. W. Brown, by 2:15 at the latest. 

Participants sh'Ou[d enter space back of exhilbition area through en
trance behind hockey rink. Junior members should give their names rto 
Miss Ruth Wilkie and Miss Fay Ki~by. All single and pair participants 
report to Mr. Roger ~Hnt or Mr. Eric Benedict, in rear at 2:15 P. M. 

EVENING ;PROGRAM 

Meet at 7:45 P. M. in the same area at the rear of the rink 

Costume ball- grand mareh followed lby dancing and general skating. 
All olub members and friends are eX!pected to pa:riticirpate. Fancy dress or 
winter sports costumes. Prizes for the most artistic and most comica'l. 

Grand ma11ch starts promptly a·t 8:00P.M. Be ready with a partner. 

EXTRA-Dance session at The Skating Club of Boston Rink at 8 :00 
P. M., TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6th for all memJbers and friends. Admis
sion, 40 cents for skaters, 25 cents for spectators. First one hrul,f hour for 
figure skating. 



ActiTig tmdAr ... <ks,e e.ut!mr·H .. iJ~ gi1r,:r,n ·;m~:m.·r..y ·~Q. ·3.egtsJ.:~1t:w,0 (St-a:tntes of ·1910,. Ch:a{Ooor 

~08) ~ ·tit·S Ticalcet of Al6.~.."-.i1~ o:a arch 13, 1912 p_aits¢d an orde:-:>llo. ·,36981 wl't.Lch Pl!'O ··. . 

J{iB :Em~(;}:-_:-. .rth<?: Eli?.J•e:i:.. Sai:<t:··~l)POirdif!Sf:l DllaJ.l. ~~lVe te~;-a.~l~ ~"'lt:i.l e. pa~~ 

X'la~,'t:~(;~J.:J.-cl Co.-m:is.s;Wn i~ ootab1ishr~ by ·es:·di~'la~. of. ·~ __ Oitw'e 

of (;c;nb;:t:J..tigG.. At t~10 'i:'i)~u.mrt of t'b~ Ylayg:;;'v~d UvW.:tlDS~ll !tl:''y For·SSW:!" Cl!C.t"le~ x~ 

n~~1n::z.1~ aet:?~i!llf~. 1Jr~1.0:ti, ·iii$ j:1ayol"'~ deSig:a~ooci fue -f'ollowi~'lg pia~tmde iss t.he y.rope:? 
I 

<}:;1::SD to bz: t~~m::si'e:;:·x•;f:'d frcm ·thf.g ea:::e of biZ~ depart.ssnt to "l'1urt o£ tlaa h.a.,."Wg'.rfl:'Jnd 

. . 

?Je~rh N ,'il~i~::-on Ccmii1lv:O. 

--· - -~~ 



Vir. Hor~ll.:i- J:mvi;;?tJ ~cC;m~"t;o.<J. ·~ of::i):r.f of tile Ym:v--qzound ~w#saieu, St.!.'i.mttoo D. P~i! 
... 

of eupsl.":l~lisi~' fc•t .. .eli, ·hlt~:-:abova J?lB~~l1S1~~. ~ti.~~ ·~o-· l!~ros--pt.ioo of hiG~M~ ·Bi@ll.tmds . . . . .. . ... . .... 

. t·7'hicb 1.r.1s m;~ ~:>e~d~ fr;,rr.jp,.ny un~-:t1fScp~JL~a'l'~ . &ro$~u~'c.:i~,.-, 'iil:-0 p~~~~m at :the~ .· _ 
. .. . ... , . . .. 

psmw1l1e 'N.;is added "ijo the .ti'.betr~ lis-6~ · ~111.::/P.~~ ~2 -P:t~l"~vcad by ·~a ~mmS:lon ~-
- •• ~ .. 'f..••.'-· • : :· ) • • _·: ...... • ~ ~ • - • • :. 

on Jul-y. 8tJ.t.11 ~~t o:l :the :tilcyllro~s m:z.~~S ~dad ~ifu ~·&an~ -eoit-an ru~7lso~ 

cl:aily,, a1·~hm~gh sol:W d~vio:t5.0'ilC fz-t'Z'l ·inez p~ tW1:'3.E~da as -~.dit...:icins bG~· ~t0~~ 

hw-tm. j'h-i.s yl_~n e..-;)ntinu~-4. ill opw.s>.:'!:~i<rn m.rtil S-sp·~~m'!~-1::-f ~;h~ ·da't.:'-ing the fall a~

r:'!n~el. .... ;;i~1io-a w~s !JX'md<:-d: en f~a-siiay and mw.·s~ay a~~~s ai.:l Saoordeys, io'h~ ~'':-'iS 

C!:c>5._IJ~· . thri! _ :tiGek .ill~~ tk!e ·,t:~t:W?ei~ uere. riot it: acl'!~<;>l, lk::gimlinfb ~l 'iih ~ fall ~ruM!!®~ 

t.~6 1)1aygr6~d di!'oo·~.ts. at St.~~tile S~ools 'We!-t:t 3ent-rJr4 C_Olill!oo end N~~~on ~m.re iiJ~ 

~:.;, ~o t.:-mplo;7~\1 b:;J• 'thf' Sehool CeP.Ji.~,;t·tt~~ as fil~bnmat,G:.:r:,~' · 

'ihs _2'o1J.I!'l'f~:!.r~ pl~y s~~z ha--..... ""e ~{.;3l a~d to thcii. ~~~gina! 'li.$t m!d ~1:'E>if~ llflM·ba~ 

5il:..'"tetm pl&yg~otu;,ds· ·uude~ -~~ COn"(.t;'Ol .of: t~ Play~·~~~ l.k;Wti.filS:t,o;:lt 
. . 

Edc·:tl· l-;,."'\t~·ms . . ' . 

~ r 

.Jkur.l." S_chcicl~ Ii•ib·t~-rnt~le 

.. u'iis~ Pru."'k,, ~~_ono;lt .. ~~.m 
. ,,· 

. · .. 
~'he pl~:~~"'un~ a~ ~itstrn.>u :Lcwar F211~, B:-d~ &ven1le S!!~1'ct·hw~omr:1~Js Si'."G ao .. ~ ~~"'iGd t~ 

·;:,· . 
... 
" . 
;I' 

. :-:.:: .. -~. -~ 

: __ ·' ·;,Pli2\!!S <:.">~:'G ko..Bi:os r,mds ·oo c.cqu:~.~~ land in Au.bm:s.meiai ~ ~laWOOI! and tfW?.n this has ~ · 

Y.n F:;:~oh 1913:; tide: Boo~d c.fi!.J.~m;m plaeoo the <:.T:Il~ii>G /i'>:.~~asibility fot.." ~~~ntb 

itlCl¥f~&i d~<:-}101»"-".~'!'f, ~.nil. f~}.ntenim·l€;:3~ la~ 'rJaJ.! ~S .:SU}~~i.eic~· t'iild~! .. •the ooritJrol oi i~ 

... 
t L, • •.i ''' ~,: ! . 

/~ 
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.... 
. · ....... : 

E::';n~t H~~rrit:mt, Ozigl~.~l Pel'l11&1r::n-~ Camlr.~w~ '(:O-:!iput,1~ B~d) 
Al:'>PJOS.u·~d l!b:ff 6., 'i912 · .. 
f:et>i!'!'..16d. 19.39 

·wi~tJ.iim c ~ B:t'ei5~ 
.Blbwt P .. Ga?'bez- : 
Q!a~t'leb 71' .c.Yc~m;r::~ ti·. 
f;l!ru; .. le:s E .. iJj.C'..sc:n 
lf:ra. (kol~~a E. Hllk!.r..m 

NiJ~i.mm U• at'IE:r~'l~;~t"".,Mi1.ire<m.t?12 ... ~92;) 
l!.ppo-:1-J.,too 2-p-.f::l.l. 1.:~ 1 !?52 
iesigy:.et1 1925 ;:. ~•.'tfi~.G~~ ~ SJ2:;i 

~ . . 

~~a?l~a yj ~~roj;~~:~ .!$J:. .. (r · ... ·· 

Ap~m·~~mi Al}~~;}.l t:; 1912 
R¥.Jit~0"'3. ~9J2 {~zs) 

will.i;z·.~ r. a~~al0J1 
A~~~ Ap"J/1.1 1.l). 1912 
R-;;>~igtleii 19'i3 

~s.. GGe:t~ee B ,: Wa.'.Lldno 
AppOOJ;d:t:;d l~~ii11, 1912 
nw~"igl':;q.{{ 19it~ . 

m.tm:.,.l~ E .. Ct1heon 
A~~t~ F0b~.;;a.7 26~ 1913 
!t~;.migil~e .1911~ 

· 4it·i$l-lt~l fe:ri:mirtnt. l"l~t-r~eti 
Crerutim,;i~ /;.p-.Jo:tn-"-~ P~bc~i.''Y 
26.; 191.3 . 

' . . . . . 

•.:.. 



:g~ F~y Sp&~V";~ (<nn~~ir~d ·~~':?. c;~ 'f.Yi'l.liae· c. 13!'~~-cz.") 
App~i11!11~·1i !:·!~y 1 £, • 1925 
P.erigi.n3d 1936 . 

r.waen~11 A.· lS~!.'l.Ca· · ·• 
~.z;;pciT.!t~ Pebs'il.&ry ~~ 19J4 
R~~E.:tl.i938 

I 

Goo;:g~ E .. · Kc:llm.• · 
. k\.ifpoil:~~~ JBiMiJ.2ity ~al)· ~9_37 

5e~0itt;;•;;~ ... f~t?Itt~~r 1:5~ 1939 
Rso1gt:.tc1 ~ 9}!.0 .,; !~,s~t;6·d 1 ~11.0 · 

1x·vi.l1:~ c. l:~0·J1 
l(~SJ;;oi~'r~( F~"h;~.'U~ey 20:; 19.39 
frr.::Ji;:~;rc_-u Jriw 2? ~ .19hk. 
~Bsig!L!~Cl 1:;1~5 . 

!t~1:m.<>U. !"1 Rtoo ( ~~.ci!I!c.~ of. tlal~~ c .. !i~cy) 
· t1.1:l:FO:!.trood 1\u&('l....e~ 21;;. 't 939 

Seciet.a:i•y J~:111~ Bt· 19h0 
~lti:t'EClll ~':®6~ 1948 
Rasginw. E-~ro-n· 1 -~' 1 :9S'O 

!!.t~itwld ¥§,.. Po Br~trn {ilcti.~ JJgpa:.~1B"ilt U~oo) 
!p:r,tiiu·~oo. tk~~lfu~ ~5g· 19.::B . 

· R05i~;-tl!ed D~eGm~~ 3lo 1939 



lt!."11V-. ?..ic1-:~i~~ ·P.· ~Cr;J.S.!t"..eck (~cy Gf ~~ ... ·Pt":al) 
Appo:Uti;.$d i!!.'ll:'~'1 l ,· i 9.4.1} . · · 
SaaZ'Ettrll71ftk.;o;ch 8::. t ~4t1 
U~S::rlr...dl . · • '1!1 •. 

: ··. 

':~.![1'H .... ~) -c . t1~'!!:.·~·~.~""" !t """"n"'~O"ll' fo.o .to!!.,. n. .. .,.~-Am .,.. ~ .... ~Y-"''"'~}' w .. ~~ ...... :~...--.5.lJ;, :.~ •• ..... -...~ta;1~ t..1;~....,~ ti¥ l,l' .. \. ·~·· u~'~" ~~~oil. .,· 

P.,ppo1.n·?::.cd ~ 25> ·~916~ ~~::. 19,S'l# 19~ 19;..)7:; ·"i%o .. 

elf E-c.:;u. Joi~1:n, ~.1!W~1e~~ {V2Cfmt-,"Y of ii.?o. E. trf.Li.s~· ... -DafJ& .. ~~ Nee.u) 
· 1\JPJ.:Oint~d SC9};i.;.:cr:E:~ 'i~., i9ll{., 19h9-, 1952.; ~9~5§ .1~"0~ 1%2 . . . . - \ 

.)ot,·~~ E., Ee...~.~ (w.:.exl~Y .a! !~it ~t:l.~g·- t'esJ.giYd.) 
A:G~~11~l!d ~ill-~o"C~ 1 t: .. 1943, 19$1 . : ... 
!l.~i:;2.S.Z.d .D..~~ilitJ~ ~95'0 

l!o~"!t.~d t~~~~-1'~:- Jr.. ( valt'rmcy of' rYo!lu 1.! ... Vl!llal'£~1.1;) .. 
. .&YQ.:~ci-n~d·jfr..:. .. t:u1~ 1945, 19k911 1?!'72~ t9$ · . 

n:a !i {'km"!.l!t ( t.:.'!~~~cd ts;;-:a of i'.ieh~I'd p.. rzi!ll.itl'teek. ~ 1~~:1) 
~wcr.tnted .!p:r:il 14.,. i9~9~ 19$1:; 19$4:~ HlS? .. · . . .. 
:U,geea§.>:sd ~y 28.; 19S'.5 · 

J•ill".n Boi ?~m1ey {Co:%ii&8i~sia') vo;:~~no;y of 0 .. E'W-5lU J~r~1- ~~t :ti®ad 
li?;t~:is.rt.sd. 1962 to p~.ooont 

:Per&. ,;,. B•:s.·~e, Cl't~2-{~~>lll'A !?ebr.~ZR\'7 2J:: 1970 ·te ~~~t 

iDl'o~ Em.'*t.en u .. tc-~·ioo,, V5.ct;~tf4Wi~; A~..J. ~969 ·(;¢ ~s~t 

. .· .. 



... ...... .., .... 

Est&l:':~J.~hm~ :t.$. 'i~12. ~s ~~Sf ,PlG1$:iGU::.'Mi ne~t~·ftrt, uo &lc.i.~ee.tiou )J$:pa..~Gilt to~· is 

tmdel" the ~i.l'-eeticn o.f :s.;Boal'O.: oZ :n.~e {9) :n~~~tti.eti: ~i~o~ ~-,wo:>s n1lo -at~ · 

r:.r-J?oo..rfu~ l:!Jl :too !i~vOl"' · .m& contim~ by t-he Etr~lNI1 ~f A:W.e~'n: feAr:~ ... ~ ~~m. 
. ... . . ' ' . . . ·. ~ . . 

.. 0:10 og: t1:is m.r?.S :i..ez ~~~ir.~~ ~Cl;"0a.ticrt Cm<ia~:1~ { ~ ~t:he J•~~> :r ·8l1Jl is ~ ~~ ... . . .. · . . . 

·. 

·... ' 

iull ·ti.~rn :S~"t2~ fJf ~~o\U? {h) Racff~r&i.~ -~~~J.mo..'"'S; 10\u- {~) !ltJc~mrm.t~z:.s~~. crt!d 

fti:l!' Oi) :!.t';l c:?fioe t>t:r.f:r., ~~·(:) :i.m <l :pz2.~~·~ r;tu~ -of i?Jm ... ~tio (3'2) ~~1oo . . . ·. . 

.;t:t."r.J ~1JP:t~op;.·ht~-cl ~t fu~ l~ct!z~"e :of ;1~.d~y,u.ae~ ~s e. ?@g~r ~"t Qt the Ci~:v booge,t... P«J ... 

:L~Ji.1~;.z~nt b.~ .the Zt;\~ _ _fo"J: ~aifd~ · c.hil~~' 5 ~~~~ :l.s; :m a&:il:cie?d oo~ ~-rl' 

To :~.:!,1~'!-s'ku"~ ~0 gt·m~ o:! tho D~~~ ~!1Gi:?~~t.11 -~~~ f'!&;cll:'oo P:ii1l'VO :i..iltG:rest:~o 

1;;-;-(; ~ttde\-;t . ..; ~J~C!J~:::~·t np;t:;l''?~{;;;~ fa? a ~.t<~s ~£GL1t"la.a~ $~sOOO~COa 

~~ ·,~~- .. "" . ., -~- ,, ,,.~~"> """""" ""0 L(J.\JE,,"f ~:;; .~~'[~..t~t.;J~ 'eJ ·~~u...rc;.,::t;.::"u~ f a 

l'!a'Sirart !n.i.sr. 71 sUB 

Oe.trot ?~?k, Msb1Wsii1Ue 

." ... \ 



' Tot.W.y 1s !"'l&J";g?c~n~'ls . . . A:~~'lWlil.:tle · fLJ<>nm) 

.i.f .. ~vc Strset 

.~JJn·~·le 

miscm 

W~ds l?atk 

t~bst~ 

liighlmtdo (J~0~ ~). 

Cold Sii!!~ 
. . ··: 

. . . 

. ~~O"AVJJlS 

~'!' !tllls 

R:!-eil~ml . 

~arl~~ 

~.:an;;r of W.0 tit1q:~·~1~.;n. :?"udl:t-t~~s ha'ifa boo:a given to the 05.:6~ cy ~nel~ poblic 

apir.):~.d cit3.t-ciia.-

X~o ·:·e~··~ of 'i)iK-t tbei~a 'iiion J!cpa::."tz-itm't ~1i 'be oomy!t7'1.e mth~t a>:n.otablc 1~~ 
. . 

~M1:.tia~ wlt~ ~"Stal Like~.·~~~ the onJ.sr lW.-'W~'al &.!Wi~ij al~.aa in *be Ci'tyo· · ~Q'f-.m 

-~~~f:il1;41~ ·i?Jz tt"~ll ?crtd,. i~~ ht:av trJ.s ~9,.d n~rr.9M2t ?oi!!d~?~ dua -to t&le.:p~c~·iiy · 

of. ·;:,be ?..z.p-~i.c~ unnt-c.'ti '1':'::io:r;-s pm:ishit~>."'S w~e bat~i:.issf! ;ta ~@ pond:P and that. il~ 

. . . 

Giilir~-11~ :m ~!1~ tJlJM::!.OO, fdv~r iu oo-q-~"itl. ~..:as.z, .{itpJ;JW W3li;s~ Alli~ PCQii~ A&~~~i~) t.? 

tttii tt.ith· polJ~""'i~j ~is is ~o lo$..;~.r possiblgfi· 

fu 19~ 'i ~ i.iae E~~zo~:l oi: l?.l<lrz~~ possoo ma ortlW ~tiat1~ an mp;p~~ilt. ot a oolooi 

ccri'dt·tGB~ 0'1 ~eit."eo tn ~~~re ·iA'> c~~-tt-s::." ~e m.etxi ci' oo·~~ faeilitiss in or~~ 

k!~mt.c'il. C::;!!~~,~e 3:~1~ Nr:rri::..o..z E:i.,gbla:1d6 tcgal'tl-1.'n;{C. ·~o l~t-iv<S 11i:®l'i·~ of $$'te.bli~ a 

~~7\teihm,.se:i an tiw Gh:-:-t'iaS ¢1.' Cryrnl Li:'ike.t:~ ~~ ecme-~4!'utr~ a Gtc.i~ pool c~ th~ 

:v!arz-~on tk.G1~$ V:W~l~wL.a-.. bJ.ro, tlii c-o~ .. ·~1:.~ e~ilt·E;~ Q-,i' tw.te.;l~lg faoilitioo ia 

..,...;.':;,'>';,,. <:'!··i'"'\·1•·"""""' • .,..v :· ., l."l.· -l·~ :':\ ;') 1>-i ·""·' ...... .., """" .:)"k_ 'l "" ~ '"""'~ 8 .e.~. 0.: ~ '""' ~ ..,,,.~,. \!.)u.<v ..:~>61~ ....-.Jl. u'.i.O 'W.~ • .;.if~ dlct \t'i.El ~~~J:t.h..:~,.....f.r. .,..;;?; tiM~ ·l.~'a,f~ I:,_~~& I!.; 01. t.'.s!>e 'V.:..«Pii \>v 

qs~3;ib~ t·sd::hiY.~ in· t~ttll !:&k~~ Evoo 5.n ·~4m~1 ~Bw:'l1 ~vs :J. ·th~~ tme ~~ 'lfilfltt' 



i.r:et! nb~t·~:U"lS ~1<9 J:uko ~.s g:hrc-m ·~ ·G?Q~ CitY by. v~!QUs o:·iltGi!S~ &..~ in t~rx!.ta q~ '/!J1!:J.!Jf 

p0·~\·t.iws :ox·o·~.ct:h![; sga:i.lurb eg:roct.ing e l~.J1)J;l.c'.oat1~6;,;s0" ·ma 'i'mB bl7dlt in i:l:l~ 1'2kl1·s_, 

C;l!d. st:L11 ~tC¥1~ ... Ci~d by ·td~ 1s .si;ata~ds, 4i$~d1y t:suitable i."l_ i~ s:t.se ~nd ~~~·· 

Sc2a> Q:l ·::~ =1xtil.Gs tllld E:&&«l.a:~(lcll~ff tn1:~ ~a e :·1929 ·T~:tit ;:~ .. e cf iute;fost: 

1 ~ Eio lJGr~;ojt Efuill :Oi® .·til' e:_l",#VC ~Y' o!>~i!r;il (o_-t V.wiole 1J;n· t.h$ (tlty st'e$9I'l!.&'~ma ~ 

2~ E&tlr.\'i\~ <il~'i.r(t; th:c e::.ts' Er~tu a~ o~elooS:. h1 th.~ ·a~tQ.u~ la ~!ot.oa tG 

c<.tdl(;l'G:La o~ _hctlt eew~s ;a;:t~YiiOO::l ;vea~ of :.;~,ge ~~- l~a; tmd. t{) paw-~~ ~ 

3 •. ~;,j .. l p~:-tsr.mo bathiil.'\3 i~ the lakGJ slwll ooa the· ~f~.rr&~{tfac:1l3:W...GS pzt®id~ ~ the 

Ci ~ o:f.' m~mtcn.r . ! cl;_~uge of fitiw Cien'~e "!11.11 .fus ma1i·3 to 111<T:l ... ~U!21l'~3 :r~ ·~00 

Ck:sigm1too ·t(l:rt~:'i.lfot'~ ;t;~" oo~e G"'!A t:Jxjr ~~- ceasoru:J -c;:;-:.. ho-~s "£·~~ ~e · pO::J'ij~ 

e:c the tlt;>IDJ~~JJ.a·~~tl ba:t,bwg hsacl13 o:~; baths . on de.ys o~ &.l?.ing hou?s ~ot dr5-eit-oo·i;-3~ 

·or~ptirll'l :tfJ ·ll1~C ;:'iii!: to lolt.~::i'asg -xmm1 P£~t&n~ ·Gr.'!' t~:?di~ ~-~Y thclxt cmilt:S?~ 

Q"'::."'. w.b0-u ~?.'~~..z -m· J&l.'\itit:3 or ~01? \i}ld~ ~ooM e~.o. ·itl e:~a of ehil:J2&-.a~ 

Di:y.. D.iil D~_~.t~latm• r:~·:J il"4.rt~a1S>i in ·1~3,~~.- ~ ni-ncnt1.1Sl'l;'l the ~eil:~:~.v has t.\.(('u '00® 

. elo/3C"'l r-£i~l) 00 ~:U~-?,;Wu.. ~@ S:11Jf:lt mc6!.e!'Jl1 diV;t,ng ~~&J;, aoeke~ si:e~>~ ~@ ~~ 



• 

-
aJ.l ~ .. ,w;;!i.iF:.'l~l cf ·tiro Stu~~ i'U."IS ~L1~ \.io ~~Jim· tl;~~;d~.,. )'3"~·:,; t"'~ Q:l;J.;;; ¢t. mer:rocn ilia,.~ 

' . . · . 

fJf :41:~~~ iS: t~ fact ~at E~wt 

l!eiZ:aSW.:- ·fue fiti5·i> ReW$2:ti.oll Cc~i~aie~er:; rJ.o~~~ in ·~ aept~t or fl~fuz:Wg 
. . . . . . .. 

· .. 



Remove. rod in front of book, take out the sheets 
to be typewritten and return rod to former position; 
place written sheets in back of book in consecutive 
order, and when all are written and thus filed the 
rods may be broken and the book locked. 
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Index for Commission's Record Book. 

A 

Accidents -~6 
Acquiring land ·for play grounds - ll~, 116. · 
Acting Chairman - 21~ 
Acting Director - 268,269 . 
Acting ~perintendent (Temporary Superintendent) 26~,267. 268,271 
Age Limit on Stearne Playground -2~ 
Alben:e.rle- 157,161,176,184,218,2~1,256,287,288,289,299· 
Alcoholic Beverages - 26~. 
Allen Property -161 
Allen School land - 67. 
Allison Playground - 15, 20, 24, 25,~~~ ~4, 71, 74, 79, 80,82, 1~5, 160, 161,17~, 175, 

176,181,184,194,206,270,274. 
American Legion- 178,179 
American Legion Baseball - 178. 
Annual Report - 27,28,~0,~5,~6;155,286. 
Arc Light-Bullougha Pond - 79. 
Archery Court - 21,22,25,52. 
Architect f'or _Edmands Park - 164,167, 168a, 17;. 
Assistant SUperintendent- 189,204,209,210,211,255,256. 
Assistant Foreman - 251. ' 
Athletic Field - 61,65,96. 
Athletic Meet - 19. 
Auburndale Improvement Society - 27,55,58. 
Auburndale - Transfer of land - 56,41. 
Auburndale Playground - ' . 
Auburndale Playground- 15,27,28,55,58,41,44,58,60,69,74,88a,ll4,115,122,125,184, 

155,181,185,194,205,211,217,218,252,255,206,214,219,221, 25~. 254, 24o, 255, 
274.268,284,289. . . 

B 

Backstop (Waban) 14 
Badges - f'or Bulloughs ) 145. 
Badminton - 288 
Baseball League - 259 
Basketball League - 246,255,256,288 ., . 
Bathing(combined with Sunday sports & Twilight Superyision) 142 
Bathing Facilities - 55,59,60,67,68,69, 10, 75,84,88,8~, 115, 118b, 125. 
Bathhouses- 72,79,82,88a. 
Bathing Tickets - 125 
Bigelow Junior High - 286,288. 
Bleachers - 161. 

. I. 

? Board of' Aldermen- 2,5,5,6,7,10,11,18,19,20,28,~1,55,54,61,62,67,74,78,82,85, 
117,128, 16~,164, 166, 166a, 175,189,191, 199,205,215,217,256,255,259,265, 
cl269, 280. . 

Boston & Albany land (Auburndale} 219, 255· · 
Boundary Fence - High School 155· 
Boyd Playground- 15,16,17,50,49,55,56,57,60,61,62,~,89,95,115,125,129,142, 

145, 165, 205, 2p. 
Boy Scout e - 297 
Bowen School- 68,70,74,204,225,275· 
Budget - 25, 25, 26,44,45,46, 66, ~7, 74, 78,87 ,89, 96, 96a, 97, 1·!~}'-1 125, 125, 150,160,172, 

184,187,199,200,205,229,245,247,255,268,2~6;278,279,280,286,289,294, 
296. .. . 

Building f'or checking shoes - 151. .. 
Bulloughs Pond- 49,51,65,66, 74, 79,84,85,95,104,12&,,151,211,2;5,274,158. 
Burr Playground- 88a,l64,274 
Burr School Yard - 48,66 
Brown. RA~1nAld W.P. - ?~8.,71. 
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Cabot- 6,10,15,49,57,60,65,66,76,77,95,105,106,107,109,111,115,145,144,169, 
199,206,255· 

Calcium chloride - 24 
Care & Alterations Acco~,nt -150 
Carnivals,Circuses,Horseehoes,Field Days- 14,15,164,168a,l69;188,215,240,257, 

259,280,282,285,289,295,295,296. 
Carnivals-Rules lor- 156a,282,296. 
Ohairmn- 2,175,267,265,212d 
Chairman (Resignation) 215 
Charge Account - 85-96. 
Chief' Supervisor - 5 
Oi ty Oomptro ller - 25, 50, 246 
Changing name of' Playground Department - 211,218 
Changing West Newton to John W. Weeks Playground - 125 
Checking Room Bul1oughs Pond- 121,122 
Chamber of' Commerce - 189 · 
City Engineer- 9,11,,0,57,41,60,62,99,155,165,166b,209,219,267,268,269,275· 
City Forester- 17,19,251 
City Solicitor- 2,11,18,55,59,41,95,99,107,125,151,155,165,166,1~,195,211,215, 

214,218,221,251,254,255.256,257,256,260,271,279, 2,, 270. ' 
City Treasurer - 2 
Civil Service - 210,255,257,279,280 
Civil Service Commission 255,257,255. 
Civil Works Administration (CWA) projects- 151,160 
Claflin Field - ;o,81 
Coasting- 50,160 
Cold Spring Playground - 185,199,207,209,214,218,219,244a,256,260,265,267,268, 

271,268,271,272,288,298. . . 
Committee on Neighborhood Centers-report of'- 228a 
Community Buildings - 176-177 
Community Centers - 275,297,255 
Community Center Buildings - 218 
Complaint resOabot - 145,144 
Convenience Stations- 7,10,12,18,40 
Crystal Lake - 67,68,69, 70, 72, ~~ 74,82,84,85,88, 1.04,118b, 122,125,126,155,151, 

164,194,205,207,209,211,248 

D 

Dances and Concerts - 87 
Dancing in Halls discontinued - 254 
Dancing Platform - 81 
Danger Signs - 29 
Derby Street land - 214 
Directors (1912) 5 
Director of' Boys' Activities - 210,211,256b 
Director of Community Center Activities -210 
Donahue, John F. 265,276,281,~; 

E 

Eden Avenue- 67,9e,151,184 
1 

Edmands Park-57,16o,l61,164,167,168a,169,1~,174,1~l,l85,194,211,219,255,298 
I 

., 
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Eliot School -_:256,275,280 
Emergency R@lief Administration (ERA) -167 
Emerson School- 150-151,18~,204,22~,2~4,275 
Episcopal Church Building - ~8 
Envelopes for bathing permits - 157 

F 

Farlo~. ·Park.- ~.~6,49, 66, 88a 
F.A.:oa'y Jr •. High - 161,175,176,184, 19~,207,208, 2~1, 2~~, 246,268,289 
Fence for Waban - 27,28,~0 
Festivals (See Carnivals) 256 
Field Days (See Carnivals) -14,18 
Fireplaces - 298 
Fire Wood - 44,245 
Forestry Commissioner·- 22,2~ 

First Meeting of Playground Commission - 2 
Football & Football League - 27,2,9 
Foreman- 58,65 
Forestry Department - 2, 10, 1~, 14, 15, 17,2~,52, 71, 76,95,97,199 
Flood Lights - 221 
Forest Grove Road - 285 
Franklin School - 25~,256,289 
Full Time Directors - 210,211 
Full Time Workers - 172, 2o4, 240,276 

G 

Gardens- 75,76,8~,87,88a,97 
Gift - From AdaPitman Harding(for Nonantum) - 295 
Girl Scout Day Camp - 229 · · 
Gobinet Hurley Playground (Oak Hill) - 24o 
George M. Angier Playground - 240 (see Waban) 
Grammar School Meet. ~0 
Grand Stand (Victory) - 16o 

H 

Hamilton·School - 179 
Hammond's Pond- 158,221 
Handcraft - tools - 281,288,289 
Hard Baseball on Boyd - 165 
Hawthorn- 98,118b,l~9,150,172,175,176,177,184,205,2~1,24o,256,259,274,281 

294,295,297, ?99 
Head Supervisor - 4 
Hermann, Ernst - 4, 5, Retirement - 261 
High School - 50, 52, 54,.59, 5,127, 129, 1~5, 178,219, 229',.2~5, 259 
High School Tennis Courts - 51,54 

i 
I. 
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Hobby Show - 282,284 
Hockey Rinks- 74,104 

-4-

Horace Mann- 6o,72,8~,85,19~,299 
Horace ~nn District Aesociati on - 19~ · 
Horseehows - (See Carnivals) 188 " 

1
; fl /J 

Hunnewell Club - 299 . . _ &b!t cJ.JJJla·d/UJri.U, ~ 
Hurley Playground - 215,240--/£.,'3-J&k, 1 @ . f 
Hurricane Wood - 245 · , · 
Hyde School - 256,286 · 
Hydrants - 84,85 
Hovgaard, Ragna - 210,2~6b,248,·26~,282 
Hughes, S. Leo - 210,211,2~6b 

I 

I 

Ice Activities (see skating) 
Ice Carnival - 248,275 
Ice House )Crystal Lake). 15~ 
Inventory - 1940 276,279 
Instructor of Fancy Skating - 248 
Islington Park ~ 15,97 (turning over to Fo~estry) 
Improvement Associations - 15 

I J 

I 

John W. Weeks Playground (see West Newton) 125 
John W.Weeks Jr. High School- 148,19~,221,246 
Joseph Lee Playground - 2~9 See Newton Highlands. 

K 

Laborers (Forestry) 2~,51 
Lane, John J.- 211,2~6b,2~7,26~,209,281 
Lasell Seminary (tennis. courts) 42 
Laundry Brook - 99 · 
Leary, John E. Jr!- 2~9,240,244a,26~,276,281 
Levi Warren Jr. High School- 127,129,150,188,195,286 
Lif'eguard(at Crystal Lake) 82 
Lights for Skating- 6~,79,84,104,1~5,20~,12~,219,2?1 
Limiting Skating at Bulloughs Pond - 121 
Lincoln-Eliot - 275,280· 
List of Directors - 211~215,2~7 
List of Playgrounds(transferred~from Forestry),- 15 
life-Saving Apparatus on pri~ate property -221 
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Lowell Avenue Land- 125,128,1,,,219,29,,248 
Lower Falls- 6,15,16,,4,,8,51,75,76,118a,l'''1~,18',179,194,20',2o4,206, 

209,217,219,22,,227,2,,,276 
Lower Falls - Age limit for skating - 219,22, 

M 

Machinery - 280,281 
Mail Vote- 118a,ll8b,l28a,l29,1'9'148,158,169,195,21',249 
Mayor - 1, 1,, 19, 25, ,1, ,4,41,42,46, 52, 55, 66, 68, ~,a,, 95,96, 98, 104, 125, 129, 1,, 1,4,: 

1,5, 151, 155,157,160, 164, 168a~ 172,180, 181,182,199, 20,, 204,205,210, 
211,218,2,4,2,5,267,269,271,282,286 

Meets - 19,,0 
Metropolitan District Commission - 184,2,2,2,4,2'5 
Metropolitan Park Commission- 41,68,69,70,79 
Metropolitan Water & Sewerage Board - 71 
Mason School - 268 
Money for Commission - 1 
Money for Skating permits - 150 
Money raised- 11,14,15,19,,1,,5 
Monthly Financial statement - 50-54 
Mikado (High Schoo 1) ..; .284 
Municipal Golf Course - 157 

N 

Naming of Playgrounds - 15,125,240,299 
National Playground & Recreation Ass 1n. - 69,97,~85 
N.Y.A~(National Youth Administration)- 172,17,,185,200,219,2g1,2'1,248,256 
Neighborhood Buildings - 160, 1 TI, 17~ 188 • . 
Neighborhood Centers- 160,161,188,~4,210,~27,228a,2'4,247,25''275,288 
Neighborhood House - 80 ··· ··~ ::· •. ~ 
Nevada Street (Carr Playgr.ound '- 160, 184,194, 270 
Newton Centre- 6,15,24,,6,,8,,9,4Q,41,49,52,57,58,65,66,69,71,75,76,8',84,85,87, 

104, 115,:118b, 151, 1~, 188, 1'89, 194,206,215,2,9, 240,245,287,299,2,4 
Newton Centre Womans Club - 207:215 
Newton Centre Garden Club - 118a 
Newton Circle - 87,218,221 , • 
Newton Civic Arts Association - 1'9 
Newton Community Council ~ 219,221,222 

• 

Newton Committee on Public Safety - 76,78,85 
Newton Constabulary -87 

't 

Newton Lower ~11s Improvement Association - 20' 
Newton Figure Skating Club -240,248,20,,2,75,297,29~ 
Newton Girl Scouts - e29 . 
Newton Highiands - 6, 10, 15,24,4,,49,59,62,66,69, 79~80,82,89,95, lo4, 11,, 115, 118a 

• 127,14,,144,218,227,2,5,2,9,240 
Newton Highlands Boys' Club - 256 
Newtonville Improvement Association - 72 
Newton Playground Au · 

Nonantum- ,4,19,160,176,222,247 
Nonantum-Bo~s 1 Club - 17' 
Non-Residen~ermita(Bulloughs Pond) 157 
Norumbega Park - 78 
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Oak Hill- 16~ 1 166a;l66b,l66c,l66d,206,24o 
Ordinances - ~2~120 
Original Playgrounds - 15 

p 

Pageant - 126,244e. 
Pangburn, Mr. Weaver - 242a. 
Payrolls & Bills - 50, 24 
Peirce School- 150,179,219 
Pension System- 215 (19~7) 
Permanent Building(Upper Falls) 42 
Permanent Commission - 6,9 
Permanent Dam (Boyd) -~0 
Permanent 1'\.ill Time Directors - 172 
Permanent Supervisor - 26~ 
Permit Forms Approved - 18 
Pettee Inn - 176 
Photographs - 104a,218 
Piano Player - 22~ 
Picnics - 16-20 
Playground Commission Established - 1 
PlaygroundConvention - 9,69 
Playground Institute- 164,185 
Playground Building - ~9 
Playground Festi vale - 3.89 
Play Implements - ,1,~2,~5 
Playground Ordinances - 9,~2, 120. 
Playground and Social Service League - 41 · 
Portable·· BUildings - 12,15,98 . 
Portable Building(Eden Avenue) 12,98 
Police Department- 70,78,240 
Political Meeting - 118a 

.. 
· .. 

Public Buildings Department.;., 7,10,12,1,,14,18,45,98,144,1q5,1761"177,194,88, 
2~4,256,259,299· 

Public Speaking Course - 246,256,275 
Public Safety Committee - 77 
Public Works ·Committee - ,,,81,125 · . 
PuliUfer' s Cove( see Auburndale) 12;5,129,2-'5, 221 
Pup.petry 272,288 

Quorum - 272a 

R 

Record Book - 29 
Recreation Center - 214 
Recreation Program Committee - 227,2~~ 1 2;56a,2;56b 
Recreation Meetings - 199 
Red Cross Work - 87,284 
Referees - Basketball - 248 
Revised Ordinances - '' 
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Richardson Playground - 1 r;,, 191, 1928., 240 
Rules and Regulations - ;2,209,2;6 
Rules and Regulations of Playground Commission - 2;7 
Rules Governing P-layground Oo~ission - 271, 272a 
Rules for Use of Playgrounds - 156a,169,178 
Referees - Football - 244a 

s 

Salaries of Directors - 282,29;,294 
Salary of Stenographer - 77 
Salary Reduction (7t%) - 150 
Sanitary Buildings;- 5,141 18,;9145~50,5215;~54~57,59,661 121 1;1 74177,79180,82, 

89195,1;9,172,185,297 ' 
School Board - 21 ;, 19, 26a145, 7011051 107110911201126,148,177, 1781 17911801 '189, 

214,2;41259,281128;,286 
School Buildings - 214 
School Buildings (Permission to PlacE))l051 10611091 lll 
School Playing Fields Transferred - 1251127 
Secretary of Commission - 9, 2511267 1 271 
Securing Vacant Land - 116,1;; 
Selling Land - 1;5 
Sewer Department - ;6 
Shaughnessy 1 John - 172~ 248~ 256' 
Sick Leave - 279 
Shower Baths- 68,74,247 
Signing Bills & Payrolls - 24,272a 
Silver Lake - 145 
Skating- 27,28,29,;o,;1,47~49151,57,58,62,651121,~;5,1421145,158,167,200, 

219,227,297 
Ska~ing Days - 297 
Skating rink - 60 
Skating permits - 121 
Skate Sharpening Shop -248 
Sliding (see Coasting) 160 
Softball -165,22;,25; 
Street Sanitary Buildings - 18,21 
street Department- 59,60,991ll8a,l20 
Street Commissioner - 20,;0 
Sno Plow - 277 - . ' . , 
Stearne Playground- 6,7,15,19,21,2;,281;21;9147149,66168,74,126,219,221,222, 

, 2;4,247,256,259,275 
Superintendent of Playgrounds - 29 
Supervision of Playgrounds - ;15, 1;1 25,55,24; 
Sub -Masters - 5,20,21 
Supervisor of Boys 1 Activities - 204,210 
Supervisor of Nature Study - 75 
Sub-Committee on Program - 2271 2;; 
Supervisor of Community Center Activities - 204,2091210 
Stearns School Center A~sociation - 256 
Sunday Bathing - 10, r; 
Sunday Tennis - 157 
Sunday Sports - 142, 164 
Swimming - 60,67 
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T -
Taking of Land for Playground Purposes - 16~ 
Tarvia-lithic courts- 129,187 
Telephones(first on ·Playgrounde(Newton Centre) - 5 
Temporary' sUperintendent - 261 
Tennis Courts- 95,207,69,71,78,15Q,l61,187,20~ 
Tennis Play on Sunday- ·157,164 
Thompsonvillw - 125,127.;160,199,200, 204,210,218,219,221,227,282,298 
Thomas J. Lyons Playground ( Auburndale) - 240 · 
Toboggan Slide- 104,115,117,118b 
Training Doge on Playgrounds (Tudor Kennels) - 2~4 
Transportation Expense ~or Mr.Hermann -61 
Transfer of Building to .. Newton Center Playground - ~8,~9 
Transfer of Money from Forestry· - 2~ · 
Twilight Baseball - 211,2~9 
Twilight Sports & Bathing & Sunday Sports (combined as Supervision) - 142 
Taxpayer's Association- 275 
Tedesco, Nicholas P. - 256,26~,279 

u 

Upper Falla Comnunity Center - 26~ 
Upper Falls Improvement Association - ~5 
Upper Falla Playground- 7,10,15,18,19,20,~~.~4,~8,~9,42,51,58,66,68,71,72,76,95, 

1~9,15Q,160,17~,176,177,18~,188,199,200,2o4,2061207,210,219,2~5.247, 
26~-. 281, 282, 298 . 

Use of School Buildings'• 286 
Use of Playgrounds for ~chool BUildings - 98,105,107,109,111 

v 

Victory Playground- 155,160.164,17~,174,184 
Voti'ng Booth - ~8,~9 
Voucher for gas - 248 

w 

Waban Playground- ~,4,5,9 1 10,11,14,15,17,24,27,~0,~~.~5,40,41,42,4~,47,49,51, 
66,69,70,74,75.76,88,95,240 

West Newton Playground..::. 6,10,15,16,20,21,~4,49,51,:57,59,66,67,72,7~,74,75,77, 
80,84,85,125,160,161,17~.187,195,204,255,274 

Ward School - 19~,219,286 
Wading Pool - Stearns - ~2,~6.~9 
Ware's Cove(Weir 1 a§ See Auburndale& Pulsifer's Cove) 
Webster Playground- 158,19~,199,205 
Welfare Department - 245 
Wellington Playground(tennis courts) -150,161,184,187,195,240 
West Newton Community Service - 2~2 
W.P.A.(Works Progress Administration)- 180,181,185,19~ 1 194,201,205,226a,226b 

2~1,2~4,2~5,2~9,244b,248,25~.259,269,270,274,297,298 
W.P.A. Concerts - 215 
Williams School - 115 
Wilson, F.Ewing - 261,267,271 
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William C. Brewer Playground - (see Newton Centre) 241 
Weeks -Playground - 125 · 
West Newton Community Center - 173 
Weeks Junior High School - 19,,221 

I -

y 

Y. M. C.A. - ~7 

Ill PERSONNE~ - RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

Name 
Title 

Ernst Hermann P.261 Superintendent 

Reginald W. P. Brown P. 268 Acting Superintendent 

F. Ewing Wilson P. 261 Temporary Superintendent . 
Recreation Commissioner 

s. Leo Hughes P.210 Supervisor 

Ragna Hovgaard P.210 n 

John F. Done. hue P.26~ n 

John E. Leary P.276 " 

I Nicholas P. Tedesco 11 

Date of' 
Appointment 

May,6, 1912 

· Sept.15, 19~9 

June 14, 19~9 
Je.n. 1, 194o 

l4e.y' 15, 19.?7 

May 15,19.?7 

July 1,19.?9 

July 1,19~9 

June 1,1944 

Date of' 
Retirement 

June 10, 19~9 

Dec.~l, 19~9 

Sept .14, 19~9 
Sept. 12, 194 7 

No. .?0,19.?8 

left for 
Military Service 
Nov. 2.?,1942 
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CITY OF NEWTON 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

Commies loners 
I' 
f -~.1(.:\~~···~_.l;~ ( ... -1-/ ..... , .. 

William C. Brewer, chairman 
Appointed April l,l912 
Resigned 1925 Deceased 1925 

Albert P. Carter 
Appointed April 1,1912 
Chairman(l925-1937) 
Resigned 1937 

Charles F. Johnson, Jr. 
Appointed April 1,1912 
Resigned 1932 (Illness) 

(1945) 

Origina 1 

Temporary 

Playe;round 

Commission \ 
\/William F. Garcelon 

:'· \ Appointed April 1,1912 
· · Resigned 1913 

/ 
'J 

I 

/ 
•/ 

\ 

i\1rs. George H. Wilkins William C.Brewer 
Albert P. Carter 
Charles F.Johnson,J • 
Charlee E. Gibson 
Mrs.George E.Wilkin 

.; Appointed April 1,1912 ___ _ 
·(__Resigned 1914 

Charles E. Gibson 
Appointed February 26,1913 
Resigned 1914 

Thomas J. Lyons(Unexpired term of Mrs. Wilkins! 
Appointed January 2,1913 
Deceased 1934 

Ralph W. Angier 
Appointed,March 12,1914 
Resigned 1'925 

Ralph Coolidge Henry(unexpired term of Ralph W • .A'ngier) 
Appointed February 16,1925 
Chairman 1937-1939) 
Resigned 1939 

E. Ray Speare(unexoired term of Wm. C. Brewer) 
Appointed May 18,1925 
Resigned 1936 

Original 
Permanent 
Playground 
Commission I 
Appointed ~ 
Febry 26,191 

1 
l 

James B. Melcher(unexpired term of ~harles F. Johnson,Jr.) 
Appointed April 25,1932 
Resigned 1933 



Commissioners -2-

J 
Lyscom P.. Bruce 

Appointed February 5,1934 
Resigned 1938 

I v 

Mrs.Louis H. Marshall, 
Appointed February 18,1935 
Chairman 1939 (September 15,1939) 
Re eigne d 1944 

George E. Kellar 
Appointed January 18,1937 
Secretary-Sept@mber 15,1939) 
Resigned 1940 Deceased 1940 

Edward F. Dalton(vacancy of Albert P. Carter) 
Appointed June 7,1937 
Deceased March 1945 

Irving c. Paul 
Appointed February 20,1939 
Chairman June 27,1944 
Resigned 1945 

Howard L. Rich(vacancy of Ralph C .. Henry) 
Appointed August 21,1939 
Secretary Jan. 8,1940 

~~~i~W~8 H:fg~ ~:!~~ 
Reginald W.P.Brown(Acting Director) 

Appointed September 15,1939 
Resigned December 31,1939 

F.Ewing Wilson(member and Recreation Commissioner) 
Appointed te~porary(July & August 1939 
Appointed January 1,1940 
Resigned September 13,1947 

John H. Underhill 
v Appointe_d Apri 1 1,1940 

Chairman April .13,1945 
Resigned March 1948 

Raymond D. Hunting(vacancy of Mrs. Marshall) 
·· Appointed June 5, 1944 

Resigned March 1948 

Rev. Richard 
Appointed 
Secretary 
Resigned 

P. McClintock(vacancy of Mr. Paul) 
March 1,1945 
March 8,1948 



Commissioners -3-

William J. McCarthy,(Vacancy of Mr. Dalton) 
Appointed June 25,1945 -1948-51-54 5 'I~ \;;;

0 

C oEva n Johnson, Commissioner (vacancy of F .E. Wilson) , 
Appointed September 12,1947-1949-1952-55- · t._\:f.) 

. I 

John E. Barwise(vacancy of Mr. Hunting)(reeigned) 
Appointed March 1,1948 -51 Deceased Apr.lO, 1950 

Howard Whitmore, Jr.,(vacancy of Joh~ H. Underhill) 
Appointed March 1, 1948-1949-52-55 ' :;:.<;:·.u r.;. 

I 

Ira M. Conant (Unexpired term o·r Richard P.McClintock(re(3,igned) 
Appointed April 14,1949-51-54-57 Deceased July 28,1956 

Mrs. Worthing LoWest(vacancy of Howard L. Rich(reeigned) 
Appointed March 1,1950.-53 ·· (' C' ·.· · ; 

James E. Murphy (Unexpired term of John E. Berwise) 

Appointed April 1950-51-54-57 Resigned June )0, 1955 
,{:2: - JJ -5& 

) 

() 
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PLAYGROUND COMMISSION OF NEWTON. rt.t:<;z·· 
1 "~r '>~ • 

·,. 

.c.:~&,.:: 

March 18 1 1912. No. 36981. In Board of Aldermen. 

Ordered: That a pla¥g:r;ound commieeioJ?. be and the same is here.by 

·established to consist of five persons serving without pay. and to 

be appointed by His Honor the Mayor. Said appointees shall serve 

.;· temporarily until a permanent playground commission is eetabli shed 

by ordinance of caid city. 
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Read twice and adopted 
Frank M. Grant 1 Clerk 

Executive ·Department 
Approved March 20~ 191~. 

Charles E. Hatfield, Mayor. 

On April 2, 1912 His Honor 'Mayor ·charles E. Hatfield appointed the 

following as members of ·the Pi~~rground Commission: 

William d. Brewer, Chairman 
Mrs. George' H. Wil.k;i,ns 

Albert P. Carter 
William F. Garcelori 

Charles F. Johnson, Jr. 

March 18., 1912 No. 36974 In Board of itldermen 

Ordered: That the sum .of Five Thousand· Dol_lare to be taken from 

any unappropriated money in the city treasury or from the 

·assessment and collection of taxes .for 1912, be and is hereby 
\ 

appropriated and to be expended by a Playground Commission to be 

appointed by His· Honor the Mayor 1 for the purpose of supervising 

the public playground of the city. 

Read twice and adopted 

Frank M. Grant, Clerk 

Executive Department 

Approved, March 20 1 1912. 

·charles· E. Hatfield, Mayor. 
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1912 

The first meeting of the Playground Commission of Newton was 
-

held at the Newt0n Club on Tuesday, Apri1·16, 1912, with the 

following members present:- Mrs. Wilkins, Messrs. Brewer, Carter 

and Johnson. 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman. Char lee F. 

Johnson, Jr. was nominated for Secretary by Mr. Carter. Nomination 

was seconded by Mrs. Wilkins. Elected. 

On invitation of the Commission the meeting was attended by 

Dr. Spaulding, Supt. of Schools, and Mr. Bucknam, City Forester. 

The chairman read: 1st. Order passed by the Board of Aldermen 

creating the Playground Commission. 2nd. Notification of appoint-

menta to the Comrrdssion by the Mayor. 3rd. Notification of appropri

ation of tsooo by the Board of Aldermen. 4th. Letter from City 

Solicitor Slocum defining powers of Commission. 5th. Letter from 

City Treasurer regarding the appropriation. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Chairman 

was appointed a committee of one to confer with Dr. Browne of the 

High School and Dr. Spaulding regarding the p~ssibility of Dr. Browne's 

acting as head supervisior of Playgrounds. 

The meeting adjourned. 
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The second meeting was held at the Tiffen Club, Boston, on 

April 35, 1912, with Messrs. Brewer, Carter and Johnson present. 

·on invitation of the Chairman, Dr. Spaulding and Dr.· Browne 

were present. No action was taken. 

The third meeting was held on Monday, April 22, at the Newton 

Club. All members were present. 

The chairman read letters from Mr. 0. M. Fisher regarding 

/. supervision of Farlow Park, and from Mr. George M. Angier regarding 

the Waban Playground. 

Mr. Brewer submitted a report as committee appointed at the first 

meeting which included a plan for supervision with Dr. Browne as chief 

supervisor. 

Mr. Garcelon moved that the Chairman and Secretary ·be appoint-ed 

a committee to present to the Finance Committee of the Board of 

Aldermen the request of the Playground Commission for such sum of 

money as would be meeded up to January 1, 1913. Seconded by Mr. 

Carter. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Carter moved that the chairman be authorized to submit the 

plan for supervision to the School Committee for the purpose of 

obtaining their arproval of that plan or any part of that plan. 

Seconded by Mr. Garcelon. Passed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned. 
•r 
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T~e fourth meeting was held at the Newton Club on Friday, May 3rd, 

at 7:45 ?. M., with Mrs. Wilkins and Messrs. Brewer, Carter and 

JOhnson present. 

On invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Ernst Hermann head supervisor 
' 

of the Cambridge playgrounds__, was present. 

No action was taken. 

The fifth meeting wa~ h~ld at the Newton Club on MOnday, May 6th, 

with Mrs. Wilkins and Messrs. Brewer, Carter and Johnson present. 

On motion of Mr. Carter~ seconded by Mrs. Wilkins, it was voted: 

That the Playground ___Q_o~:i~_:3ion. <?f Newt on offer Mr. Ernst Her~~~.:::.::_ of . 
..-- . 4-- . . . .. ,. ,; 

Carr-bridge the position of Supervisor at a salary at the rate of 
-----.. __ y ____ .... ···~,.. •• • • •• • t ~·- - "J" • - -twelve hundred (1200) dollars per annum~ Mr. Hermann to give his 

.:....~--·~ ----~·· 

whole tim-:; during the summer yacation and such time during the rest 
" 

of the year as rray be necessary for the successful prosecution of 

the work, it b1::ing expected by the Commission that about one-third 

of Mr. ·Hermann's time w6uld be required outside of the summer 

vacation. 

All present voted in favor of the above and Mr. Carter stated 

that Mr. Garcelon was also in favor. 

on'motion of Mr. Carter, seconded by Mrs. Wilkins, it wa~ 

voted unanimously to authorize the Chairman to hire a temporary 

director for the Waban playground at a salary not over two (2) 

dollars per day. 

.; 
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The sixth meeting was held at the residence of Mr. Brewer on 
-

Tuesday, May 29, 1912, with Messrs. Brewer, Carter and Johnson· I preeent. 

I 

I 

On motion of Mr. Carter, seconded by Mr. Johnson, it was 

voted to pay $300 per annum each tov;a1·ds the salaries of three 

sub masters employed by the school cornmittei, who would devote 

their time out side of schoo.l hours to playground work. 

The seventh meeting was held Tuesday, June 4th, at Boston with 

Messrs. Brewer, Carter and Johnson present. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, seconded by Mr. Johnson, it was voted 

to employ a woman at the Waban Playground. 

Mr. Hermann presented a plan which provided for su,ervision of 

all Newton's playgrounds. 

The eighth meeting was held at the Newton Club on June 18, 1912 

with Mis. Wilkins and Mess~s. Brewer, Carter and Johnson present. 

It was unanimously voted: to -have.the Chairman endeavor.to provide 

headquarters for Mr. Hermann at City Hall~ to authorize the Chairman 

to procure.a telephone for the house on the Newton Centre Playground; 

to request the Board of Aldermen to provide a motopycle for the use 

of Mr. Hermann. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, seconded by Mrs. Wilkins, it was· v~ted 

to pay Mr. Herwann $150 ~er month for July and August and.$90 per 

month for the remaining months of the year. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, seconded by Mrs. Wilkins, it was voted 

to request the Board of Aldermen for an appropriation of $-200 for 

incidental expenses. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, seconded by Mrs. Wilkins, it was voted 

that the Board of Aldermen be requested to grant $1300 for expeneee 
~ f'f'l,.. .. r111 v ::inn AlJ>;ust .. 

·5 



6 The ninth meeting was held at the Newton Club with Mrs. Wilkins 

and Mesars. Brewer, Carter and Johnson present. 

Mr. Hermann reported on the operation of the plF-ygrounde from 

the start, July 8th, to date. 

No action was taken. 

The tenth meeting was held at the Newton Club; on Tuesday 1 

Sept. 17, 1912, at 8 o'clock P. M. with Mrs. Wilkins and Messrs. 

Brewer, Carter and Johnson present. 

Mr. Hermann was present and reviewed the summer work on each 

playground and reported satisfactory results on all. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mrs. Wilkins seconded that the Secretary 
. --

write Mr. Lawrence Bond of West Newton thanking him for his kindness 

in allowing the children the use of his land during the summer. 

"Pas sed unanin:ou:dly. 

Mrs. Wilkins moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that Messrs. Brewer 

and Carter be appointed a committee to draw an ordinance to be 

preseuted to the Board of Aldermen creating a permanent Playgroun~;~ 

Commission. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mrs. Wilkins seconded that the Commission 

approve the following list of directors for the fall season. 

Miss Lucy F. Cooley for Newton Lower Falls 
II Martha Tappan Rice " West Newton • II Susan W. Hills II Newton Centre 

Mrs. Hazel Boller II Stearns 
Miss Charlotte R. Kingman II Newton Highlands 
Mr. Robert P. Barry II Newton Hie;hlands 
Mr. John F. Donahue II Newton Lower Falls 
Mr. Vincent Staart " Cabot Park 
Mr. Edwin B. Judd II West Newton 
Mr. Williarr: H. Crafts II Newton Centre 
Mr. Lester M. Lane " Stearne School 

' ..... , .. ,' :~ __ .· 
I ·j '. J : : 
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The eleventh meeting waB held at the Newton Club on Friday, 

November 1, 1912 1 at 8 o'clock with Messr's. Brewer 1 Johnson 

present. 

Thera being no quorum no action was taken. 

The twelfth meeting of the Playground Commission was held 

Thursday, December 19th, at the Newton Club with Mrs. Wilkins, 

Messrs. Brewer, Carter and Johnson present. 

Mr. Forbush of the Public Buildings Department of Newton 

and Mr. Hermann were present on invitation. 

An order of the Board of Aldermen requesting the Commission 

to report before January 1, 1915 on the necessity, advisability 

and cost of convenience stations on the various playgrounds 1Nas 

read by the Chafrman. 

The Commission were unanimous as to the need of.such facili-

ties, the discussion being centred on whether temporary o~ 

permanent structures should be recommended. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, seconded.by Mrs. Wilkins, it was 

unanimously voted to ask the Board of Aldermen to provide the 

latter and that the Chairman should w±ite a letter to the Board 

to that effect. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mrs. Wilkins seconded that the 

Commission approve for p~yment bills contracted by Mr. Hermann 

for material for Stearns School and Upper Falls Playgrounds. 

7 
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1913 

The first meeting of the Playground Commission was held at the I·· Newton Club on Thursday, March 37, at 7:45 .P. M. Messrs. Brewer, 

Carter, Gibson and ,Johnson were present. 

I 

I 

Mr. Carter moved that Mr. C. F. !Johnson, Jr. be secretary f.or 

the ensuifig. y~ar.·. Mr. Gibson seconded this motion. Mr. Johnson 

was unani~ously elected. 

Mr. Brewer read .the Playground ordinance creating a permanent 

commission with amendment thereto defining powers of sarre. 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mr. Carter seconded that the Commission 

rn.eet at City Hall on the second Thursday of each month at 7:45 P .. M. 

'Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mr. Gibson seconded that the Chairman be 

appointed a committee of one to request the City Engineer to furnish 

the Commission with a· topographical plan of the Waban Playground 

providing same could be done without cost to the Commission. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mr. Gibson s~conded that Mr. Hermann be 
I 

allowed time off in August to at·tend a Playground Convention at 

Buffalo. Passed unanimously. 

M·r. Johnson moved and Mr. Carter seconded that the Chairman 

be appointe~ a committee of one to confer with the Mayor regarding 

Mr. Hermann 1 s r·equest to pay for the exnenses of his motorcycle. in . " 

return for the privilege of using it outside the city limits under 

conditions stated in his letter of January 4, 1913. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. · Bucknarr: and .Mr. Hermann were present and the forrDer was 

requested to present at a meeting to be held Thursday, April 3rd, 

at City Hall at 7: 45 P. M. , a 1 i st of playground developrr1ent s for 

1913 which he contemplated making and for which appropriation had 

be en granted. 
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The second meeting was held at City Hall, Weat Newton, on 

Thursday, April 3, 1913, at 7:45 P. M. with .Messrs. Brewer, Carter, 

Gibson and Johnson pre.sent. .I 
The secretary read the .report of the laHt meeting. On motion 

of Mr. Gibson seconded by M~. Brewer .the report was approved unani-· 

mously. 

The chairman read a letter to be furnish~d the local papers 

regarding the monthly meetings of the Commission. 

The quastion of public convenience stations on the West Newton, 

Upper Falls, Newton Highlands and Cabot Park playgrounds was taken up 

with Mr. ~orbush and Mr. Bucknam. Mr. Johnson read the order of the 

Board of Aldermen .appropriating and granting $2250 .for this purpose, 

and after discussion Mr. Forbush was requested to furnish the Com-

mission with the figures of coet for e&ch building including erection,· 

and report at the next meeting of the Commission. 

Mr. ~ibaon moved and Mr. Johnson seconded a motion to w~ite to 

Mr. George Angier and ot.ber interested parties to a.ttend the meeting 

of the Cornrr,ission on April 10, 1913 to discuss the playground situa-

tion at Waban. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Gibson rr.oved and Mr. Johnson sec.onded that Mr. Hern·,an;n be 

allowed to use the motorcycle under the conditions stated in Mr. 

Her·mann 1 s letter of January 4. 1913. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Gibson moved ancl M:c. ,Johnson seconded that Mr. Ernst 

Her~ann be appointed Superintendent of Playgrounds at the same 

com~ensation and under the same conditions as last year regarding 

the time Mr. Hermann should devote to the work, thi~ vote applying 

till December 31, 1913~ 

Passed un3.nimously. 

I 

I 
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The third meeting of the Commission was held at the Tiffen Club, 

Boston, on Monday, April 7, 1913. 

The chairman appointed the following committees: 

.Legal Albert P. Carter 

Land Charles E. Gibson 

Raising funds Charles F. Johnson, Jr. 

Mr. Gibson was requested to acquire information regarding the 

. present holding of land for playground purposes and the conditions 

under which same was acquired by the city and the restrictions 

. imposed thereby. 

Mr. Carter was requested t~ secure from the City Solicitor 

an opinion regarding the uee of the land at Waban owned by Mr. 
'. 

Henry B. Day and now used for playground purposes. 

Mr. Johnson was reque~ted to furnish the Comm{ssion with a I plan fo.r raising funds for materials for the ensuing year,. 

I 

On Thursday, April lOth, Messrs. ·Brewer and Johnson with 

City Engineer Rogers met several Waban citizens at the home of 

George M. Angier. 

The meeting w.as held for the purpose of ascertaining the 

beet course to pursue towardscuev;lopj~g the W~~~ ?layiroun[~ 
and the advisability of acquiring the land now used as a ball 

field from Henry B. Day. 

Mr. L~wis Bacon stated that the school committee had 

recommended to the B9ard of Aldermen that this land be purchased 

for school purposes and the recommendation had been referred to 

the Committee on schools. 

It was the opinion of those present that a further study of 

the Playground be made by Mesors. Rogers, Bucknam and Hermann 

and reports be made at a meeting to be held as soon as possible~ 

1·1 
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The fourth meeting of the Commission was held Saturday, April i2, 

at City Hall, West Newton, at 8 P. M. with M~ssrs. Erewerj Carter, 

Gibson and Johnson present. 

The records of the last n:eet ing were read and approved. 

Mr. Forbush, Commissioner of nublic Buildings, was present and 

submitted a letter from E. F. Hodgson Company quoting a price of 

$435 each for four portable buildings 30 X 36 feet containing tWO 

rooms 12 x 12 each and one room 6 x 12, the latter for the use of 

the Forestry Dep~rtment. 

He also submitted a letter from the H. W. Orr Company contain

ing an estimate of $140 for installing two Water Closets and two 

sinks in each building. 

After discussion, it was decided to ask Mr. Forbush to secure 
I 

estimates of cost of buildings with rooms 6 x 9 from the E. F. 

Hodgson Company, and for buildings with rooms 6 x 9 as well as 

12 x 12 from the Springfield Mfg. Co~ 

The Waban Playground w~s discussed but no action was taken. 

The fifth meeting was held at City Hall on Thursday, April 18, 

1913, at 8 o'clock with Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Gibson and Johnson 

present.; 

The records of the last n;eet ing were re::td a.nd approved. 

Mr. Forbush submitted a letter from the E. F. Hodgson Company 

in wtich they quoted a price of $325 for a temporary building 12 x 12. 

He also submitted a letter from the Springfield Mfg. Company quoting 

I 

I 

He also stated that Mr. Orr's price for two more closet• would I 
be $85.00. 

Mr. Gibson n:.ove:i and Mr. Johnson seconded a· mot.ioil to accept 
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Mayor Hatfield's invitation to +unch on Monday, April 31st, at the 

Excha.nga Club. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Gibson moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that general 

supervision be started May 1, 1913 and end December 1, 1913. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Ce.rte~moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that the Commission 

approve plan for supervision submitted by Mr .. Hermann except t.hat 

supervision be started May lst and end December lst and'that one 

supervisor only be provided for Waban. Pas sed unanimously. 

Mr. Gibson moved and Mr. Carter seconded that the Chairman 

write Mr. Bucknam and ask him for the following information: 

1st. A list of all grounds under his care in the City and which 
of these be considered playgrounds. 

2nd. The amount of money appropriated by the Board of Aldermen 
which is to be spent on Playgrounds. 

3rd. The plan for carrying·on the work between the Forestry 
Depa.rtment and the Playground Commission. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mr. Carter sec0nded that Mr. Hermann 

be requested to furnish the Commission with a list of activities. 

to .be used on the Playgrounds in 1913. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Gibson moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Cart~r. 

Passed unanimously. 

The Commission met with Mayor Hatfield at the Exchange Club, 

Boston, on Monday~April 23rd at 1 o'clock. 

Messrs. Bre'lver, Carter, .Gibson and ,Johnson and Public Build-

ings Commissioner Forbush were present. 

After a discussion of the order of the Board of Aldermen 

13 
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appropriating $2250 for temporary sanitary buildings on.~our play

grounds, and the result of the efforts of Mr. Forbush and the 

Commission in ascertaining the coat and construction thered~,:it 

was iecided to advise the Board of Aldermen that i~ the opinion of 

the Commission and Mr. Forbush it would be impossible to build 

four buildings for that appropriation which would be satisfactory 

to the people. 

The sixth meeting was held at City Hall on Thursday, April 24, 

at 8 o'clock. Messrs. Brewer, Gibson, Johnson and Carter were 

preoent. 

The records of the last n·:eet ~ng were read and approved. 

Mr. Gibson reported that Mr. Henry B. Day had given his per

mission to Mr. George M. Angier and to Mr. Gibson that the children 

be alld*ed to play on his land at Waban providing Mr. Horne's consent 

could be secured and that the permission be considered revocable if 

the land was sold. 

Mr. Carter rr.oved and Mr. Gibson seconded the following rrotion: 

In view of the report of Mr. Gibson and upon receipt of a written 

comrr,unicat ion from Mr. George M. Angier to the effect that he has 

Mr. Horne's consent, the Secretary is directed to notify the City 

Forester that he has the authority to erect a baseball backstop 

along Beacon Street front on a place to be agreed upon by him and 

Mr. Hermann. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Carter moved a:r_d l\1.t. Gibson seconded that Mr. Hermann 

be authorized to write a Jetter (which should be·subject to the 

approval of the Chairman) soliciting ftinds for material from 

I 

I 

I 
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various Improvement kssociat ions and individuals. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mr. Gibson seconded, That all money received 

from individuals, Associations or others for Playground purposes shall 

be acknowledged in the name of Charles E. Gibson, Trustee for Newton 

Playgrounds and shall be held and disbursed by him as such Trustee. 

Passed Unanimously. 

The seventh meeting was held at City Hall on Thursday, May let, 

at 8 o'clock P. M. with Me sera. Br~nver, Cs.."rt er, Gibson and Johnson 

present. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Bucknam was pres~nt and submitted a list of parks, squares 

and public playgrounds of Newton, not playgrounds, and now under care 

of his Department. 

He also submitted a list of playgrounds which he novJ considers 

under the control of the Commission as follows: 

Cabot Park 

Boyd Park . 
" Allison Park 

Stearns School 
I 

West Newton Playground 

Newton Centre " 

Newton ~pper Falls Pl~yground 

Newton Lower Falls Playground 

Newton Highlands Playground 

Waban Playground 

Islington Parl 

Auburndale ?laygrourid 

Mr. Bucknam reviewed the finances of his Department as applying 

to playgrounds and agreed to submit an itemized list of expenditures 

on same to April 12, 1913 from January 1, 1913, at the meeting to be 

held Thursday, May 8, 1913. 

Mr. Gibson moved and Mr. Carter seconded that the City Forester 

be. authorized to erect a wire fence on Boyd Park to prevent balls 

.,_ 



16 
from going in the broo.k. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mr. Gibson seconded that the Chairman 

be appointed a committee of one to confer with the Selectmen of 

Watertown relative to the development of Boyd Park. 

Passed unanimously. 

The St. JOhn's Society of Newton Lower Falls having applied 

for a permit and having received a letter dated Ap~il 26th from 

Mr. Bernard Early, agent of the Crehore Estate,-

Mr. Gibson moved and Mr. Carter seconded that a permit be 

granted to St. John's Society for the exclusive use of the Newton 

Lower Falls Playground on June 17, 1913 and (permission granted to 

use the grounds before and after June 17th for the eiect.ion and 

removal of temporary stands etc~, for picnic purposes, such time 

to be subject to the approval of the Superintendent of Playgrounds) 

on their fulfilling the following conditione: lst. That the Play

ground is properly policed. 2nd. That the Society assume all 

1 iabili ties to others during their occupation of the 'Playground. 

3rd. That the grounds be restored to their present condit.ion. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Hermann presented a list of directors to be employed on 

the Playgrounds for the spring season. Mr. Johnson moved an::l Mr. 

Gib~on seconded that the list of directors as submitted by Mr. 

Hermann be a~proved. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Brewer read two letters from Mr. Charles E. Gibson and 

Mr. Henry B. Day. offering land in West Newton for Playground 

purposes, and same was referred to Mr. Slocum before any action 

should be taken. 

I 

I 

I 



1HTGZ 

I 

I 

The eightl,l m~eting was held at City Hall on Thursday, May 8t.h, 

at 8 o'clock P. M. with Messrs. Brewer, Carter and ,Johnson present. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Chairman reported that he 'had written to the Chairman of 

the Board of Selectmen of Watertown but that no answer had been 

received. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that the City 

Forester be r~quested at a total expense of not~exceeding three 

hundred dollars to fill in the cellar hole nearest the school 

house on the Waban Playground, and to level and grade (so far as 

said money will permit) the outer baseball field. 

Passed unanimously 

The ninth meeting was held at C~ty Hall on Thursday, May 15th, 

at 8 o'clock P. M. with Messrs. Brewer, Carter amd JOhnson present. 

The records of the· last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Brewer reported that the Chairman of the Board of Select

men of Watertown had informed him that the City of Newton had 

acquired Boyd Park by purchase in .1893. 

Mr. Bucknam was present and submitted a list of expenditures 

on playgrounds from ,January lst to May lOth, 1913 totalling $2979.78 

T4e list of developments t:or all playgrounds submitted by 

Mr. Hermann was read by the Chairman to the Commission and Mr .• 

Bucknam. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that the City I· Forester be authorized to apend, $50 in the purchase of baseball 

bases including those already ordered. Passed unanimously. 
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Mr. Carter moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that the form of 

permit submitted by Mr. Hermann and approved by the City Solicitor 

be adopted as the official form.of permit for the use of play-

grounds. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mr. Carter seconded that in case of 

rain on June 17, 1913, the permit issued to St. John's ~arish 

be valid for the following Saturday, June 21st. 

~assed unanimously. 

The tenth meeting was held at City Hall on Thursday, May 22nd, 

at 8 o'clock P. M. Messrs. Brewer, Carter and JOhnson were 

present. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Chairman read order No. 38526 of the Board of Aldermen 

which. rescinded order No. 38184 appropriating $2250 for temporary 

public convenience stations, and which appropriated $2250 for 

permanent public convenience stations to be exDended by the 

Playground Commission under the direct.ion of His Honor the Mayor 

at a cost not to exceed $1000 'each. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that Mr. Hermann 

and Mr. Forbush be requested to furnish the Commission figures 

of cost of a street sanitary building. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mr. JOhnson seconded that $500 be 

appropriated towards the erection of a permanent convenience . 

station on the Upper Falls Playground provided the rest of the 

cost be raised by public subscription. Passed unanimously. 

·., 
''.1 . .. : 
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.Mr-. Carter moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that if the consent of 

the Chairman of the Public Works and Finance Committees of the Board 

of Aldermen, the Mayor and the City Comptroller be obtained, the 
._;, 

Public Buildings Commissioner upon his obtaining consent of the School 

Committee is authorized to erect a fence in Stearns School basement 

on plans already discussed at an expense not to exceed $100 out of 

appropriation of $2250~ order No. 38526 of Board of Aldermen. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Carter .moved and Mr. Johnson seconded that the City 

Forester be r~quest ed·. to expend not exceeding $30 in the con at ruction 

of temporary additions to the present backstop on the Upper Falla 

Playground as outlined by Mr. Hermann. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Johnson mov~d and Mr. Carter seconded that $25.00 be 

appropriated out of money to be raised by Mr. Hermann for shield 

trophy and badges for the ~chool Athletic Meet to be held 

June 7, 1913. Passed unanimously. 

The eleventh meeting was held Thursday, June ·5th, at City 

Hall at 8 o'clock P. M. Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Gibson and 

Johnson were present. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Lane, director at Stearns school Playground, was present 

and argued for the use of the Stearns School Playground by the 

older boys for Saturday afternoons. 
I 

The chairman read a lette~ from James E. Cannon, President 

of the Nonantum Improvement Association, showing the attitude of 

that organization towards the use· of the Ste3;.rns School Play

gro'll;nd and the lawn surrounding the school building, and suggested 

19 
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Allison Park as 'the proper field for the use of the older boys. Mr. 

Hermann read the ordinance passed June 1904 setting aside part of 

Allison Park for a public playground. It was decided that the 

Commission meet the Street Commissioner on Friday, June 6th, at 

5 o'clock P. M. at Allison Park to determine the limite in Allison 

Park of the Playground. 

Mr .. Brewer reported that the NeV¥ton Upper Falls Improvement 

Association would have a meeting on Tueaday, June J,lth, regarding 

the erection of a sanitary building on the Playground. 

Mr. Hermann read a letter from J. Wesley Irvin~ of Somerville 

applying for a permit to use the Newton Upper Falla Playground on 

June l7t_h. Mr. Herrnann was req'Lleeted to reply to the letter stating 

that the Comm~ssion was willing they use the Playground providing 

it was not used by local _people and that in case of their using it 

that they agree ~o assume the responsibilities which are assumed 

by the holders of the regular permit a. 

Mr. Carter moved and Mr. Gibson seconded that the same 

arrangements as were made last year be operated at West Newton 

regarding the employment of a sub master at the Peirce School 

to succeed Mr. Judd. 

Passed unanimously. 

The twelfth meeting was held Monday, June 9th, at the Tiffin 

Club, Boston. Messrs. Brewer, Gibson and Johnson were present. 

Mr. Hermann submitted a list qf developments for all play-

grounds with estimates of coat of same. After reviewing the list 

it was agreed to present it to the Chairman of the Finance Com

mittee of the Board of Aldermen. 

I 

I 

I 
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The thirteenth meeting was held Thursday. June 12th, at 8 o'clock 

P. M. at City Hall. Messrs. Brewer, Carter. Gibson and Johnson were I present. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Gibson reported that the people of West Newton were not 

in favor of recommending a street sanitary on the West Newton Play

ground, preferring a larger building. 

Mr. Gibson reyorted that he had conferred with the owner of 

the land adjoining the Stearns School Playground and that he was 

willing that the Corrmiosion utilize the brook and the land near 

the swings providing he could qualify a lease he had given for 

grazing purposes. 

I The fourteenth meet in;; was. held at City Hall on Thursday, 

June 26. 1913, at 8 o'clock P. M. Messrs. Carter and Johnson 

I 

were present. 

Mr. Hermann submitted the subject of paying the sub masters 

e~ployed during 1912-1913 year, and it was agreed to have Mr. 

Hermann confer with Supt. Spaulding regarding it. 

Mr. Carter moved and lvlr. JOhn8on. seconded that Mr. Hermann 

be instructed to change the Archery Court at Newton Centre 

. Playground from its preoent location to the west end of the 

Playground, and that the use of the present court be suspended 

immediately and its further use be authorized only be special 

permit calling for adequate protection. Passed unanimously. 

21 



22 

The fifteenth meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

July 9th at City Hall, Weet Newton. }!lesers. Brewer, Carter and 

Gibson were present. 

Upon'the motion of Mr. Carter, which wa~ seconded by Mr. Gibson, 

it was voted that the Superintendent, in the absence of Mr. Johnson, 

should act as secretary pro tern. 

The meeting came to order and as first business invited the 

Representative Committee of the Newton Archery Club to meet with them. 

The Archery Club was represented by Messrs. Gray, Switzler, Smith and 

Bishop. Mr. Gray then spoke about the contemplated changes of the 

archery court from the Homer Street end of the Playground to the 

Pleasant Street end. He agreed that such a change wis des~rable and 

advisable since the present court was situated opposite a narrow end 

of the Playground which was one of the main entrances. He had no 

I 

doubt that a good archery court could be developed at the Pleasant I 
Street end with the expenditure of somemomey and some time. He 

expressed, however, the hope that no change would be made this year 

in view of the fact that a National Archery Meet was to be held late 

in Augue~ in Boston, and that they would have a great deal of 

practice on the home.courts and had also planned an archery meet. 

In considering the new situation fu-rther, he advised the erection of 

a new bunker some 30 yards behind the target lines, and further made 

a number of minor suggestions for the development of the new grounds. 

Upon request by the Chairman, the Superintendent then explained 

that a change had already been made, that a court had already been 

transfer~ed, marked off, lines.made, and that the target house had 

been transferred to the PleaBant Street end. It was explained to 

them that the compass directions were exactly the sarr:e as at the 

old archery court, that they would be very much quieter, and that 

they could have a blank permit for every day pre.ctice at the new 

I 
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court 1 and further, that in case of regular meets the old court could 

be used by them. Upon this, the gentlemen of the Archery Club expressed 

great satisfaction and were ready Jo make a trial of the new field at 
I 

once. It was understood that no sJecial permits for archery practice 

would be necessary from now on, bu~ that permito for .the old court 
I 

would be given for special meets, ~ith the provision that the holders 

of the permit shall p~~vide specia~ guards for the safety of other 

people using the Playground. 

After the departure of the archers, Mr. Carter moved and Mr. 

Gibson seconded that a permit be given to the archers for continuous 

use until revoked. It was so voted. 

The Secretary pro tern then called attention to the note from 

the City Clerk notifyin~ the Commission of the transfer of $2500 

from the fund of the Forestry Department to that of the ~layground 

Department. The transfer was accepted. 

It was voted that theCity Forester be authorized to employ a 

gang_.oL four men for the care of the Playgrounds. 

After a discussion of the budget, prepared by the Superintend-

ent and approved by the Forestry Commissioner and .a copy of which 

. is appended herewith, it was voted that this budget be carried out 

as closely as possible, and that the Forestry Commissioner be 

notified of this vote. 

The Superintendent submitted a list of the instructors engaged 

for the summer season, July and August, 1913. This list was 

accepted by the Commissioners~ 

It .was moved and seconded that the Superintendent be requested 

to arrange that the use of the Stearns Playground be limited as far 

as possible to girls and boys rtot exceeding 12 years of age, or to 

such chi"ldren as otherwise deemeci best by the Superintendent. It 



24 
vvas so voted. It was understood that the larger boys and the n:en 

were.to use Allison Park for baseball purposes and that none of 

the big games were to be held at the Stearns Playground. 

The sixteenth meeting of t.he Playground CorrJEission was held 
I 

on August 14th at one o'clock at the .Tiffin Club, 114 State Street, 

Boston. Messrs. Brewer, Johnson and Carter were present, Mr. Brewer 

in the chair. 

·upon the motion of M.r. Carter, it was voted that the chairman 

be authorized to sign all payrolls and bill schedules, and that in 

the absence of the chairman the secretary should sign such bills. 

Also, that the weekly payrolls for labor should be signed by the 

Forest Commissioner and countersigned by the Superintendent. 

The Comffiissicn then discussed the advisability of having the 

Superintendent act ao recording-secretal'Y for the meetings, and it 

was so decided. 

The advisability of securing proper files and due aa'fety for· 

official records was then discussed. It was decided to get estirrates 

upon,such files. 

The following expenses were voted: $50 for completing the 

fence at Newton Centre on the tennis courts; $35.00 for the 

experiment of the Calcium Chloride Treatment on the tennis~urts 

at Newton Centre and Waban; $25.00 for a bridge over the brook 

at N~wton Highlands. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 P. M. 

I 

I 

I 
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The seventeenth rr.eet ing of ~he. Playground Commission was held 

on September 11th at 8 o'clock P. M. in the Committee Room, City 

Hall, West Newton. Messrs. Brewer, Carter and Gibson were present. 

The report of the previous meeting was read and after slight 

alterations was approved. Mr. Hermann then reported that the City 

Comptroller offered the use of some part of his safe to be used by 

the Playground Commission for the storage of .important records and 

official papers. It was voted to. accept this offer, and that the 

records of the meetings of the Commission and any other papers of 

sufficient importance be kept in said safe. It was voted that letters 

and other papers be kept in the office of the Superintendent of Play

grounds at City Hall, and that the acquisition of a complete filing 

system be deferred for the present. 

The communication from the Mayor's secretary, which is herewith 

appended, was then taken up. It was voted to prepare a budget for 

1914, to get all possible··uata ·of r.unning expenses and construct ion 

expenses, and in addition to the figures which were to be submitted 

by the Superintendent of Playgrol.ID.ds and by the Forest Commissioner, 

to get figures from outside contractors. 

Upon the report of the Superintendent that the burning of 

rubbish at Allison ?ark had proven a frequent nuisance, the 

Commission agreed that it would be advisable to see proper authori

ties who.had charge of this sanit~ry work. 

The Com~ission voted to meet as soon as a preliminary budget 

had been prepared. 

The meeting adjourned at 10 o'clock. 

25 
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The eighteenth meeting of the Playground Commission was 

held September 22nd in the Committee Room at the C~ty Hall, 

\'lest newton. .Measra. Brewer, Carter and Johnson were present 1 

~r. Brewer in the chair. 

A report of the previous meeting was read and approved. 

The Commission then proceeded to discuss the Annual Budget 

for 1914 subffiitted by Mr. Hermann. 

After going over the estimates 1 item by item 1 and then 

listening to the explanations of the Superintendent, it was 

voted to meet again within a fe·iv days. 

The meeting adjourned. 

The nineteenth meeting of the Playground CommiBsion was 

held October at the Cafe de la Bourse in Booton at one 

o~clock. Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Gibson and the Superintendent 

·were pre8ent. 

The revised BUdget for 1914 was further considered and 

the Chairrran was authorized after some alterations were made 

to submit the final figureo to His Honor Mayor Hatfield. A 

copy of the final letter to Hie H~nor the Mayor is appended. 

~ . \ 
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~~~/~orv, 
J!add~~~d~. 

-1\'lA~OR'S OFFICE 

To the Pl'ayground Cornrlission, 
of the City :of Newton, Mass. 

Dear Sirs-;--

Sept. 2, 1813. 

His ·Honor the Mayor directs me to call 

your attention to S~ction 29 of the Charter 

which says:- "The School Committee and every 

officer and board having the· expenditure of 

money shall annually on or before the first day 

of October furnish to the Mayor an itemized es

timate of the money required for their respec-
I I 

tive offices and departments during the next 

financial year .• " 

Very respectfully, 

~CI-~ 
Secretary. 
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A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

November 21st at State Street, BOstbn, at one o'clock. Messrs. 

Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Gibson and su·9erintendent Hermann were 

present. 

The commissioners discussed at length the annual report. 

It was agreed that a report be issued. 

The Superintendent was authorized to continue the supervision 

of the playgrounds until the close of the footbail schedule which 

~auld be on or about the last of No~ember. 

The possibility of providing supervision of skating places 

during December was discussed, but no definite arrangement was 

made on account of the indefiniteness of the balance of money. 

The matter of erecting a fence on the south side of the 

Waban Playground was then t.aken up. It was decided to. get 

further light on the question of continuing play on the adjoin-

ing private land. The m~tter was.to be further discussed at 

the next regular meeting. 

' 
The twenty-fi_rst meeting of the PlaygroWld Commi as ion was 

1913 
held on December llth"at City Hall, West Newton, Messrs. Bre·Ner, 

'Johnson, Carter, Gibsop and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The records of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. W. J. Spaulding, president of the Auburndale Improvement 

, Society, then appeared before the Commission. 

He explained the playground situation in Auburndale as it 

has existed for some years, and mentioned the disappointment of 

1 the Auburndale -people when they found out that the execution of 

the Olmstead Plan for the development of a part of Auburndale 
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Park would take many thousand dollars and would ta-ke·' a: -nun:ber-~of .... 

years before they could be realized. 

He then stated that a substitute plan had been approved by 

the Playground Comrr;i tt ee of the AUburndale Improvernent Society 

for the development of a baseball field in tnat part of the· 

A~burndale nark at the foot of West Pine Street, a plan which had 

been sugge3ted by _Superintendent Hermann. 

Estimates for finishing thia baseball field had been made 

by contractors and by City officials. It would cost from $2000 

t 0 $3000. 

The chairman then read a letter which--~ad been prepared in 

answer to a letter received from Mr. JOhn P .. R. Sherman. After 
. 

careful discussion it was voted to send the letter with but alight 

alterations. 

The Superintendent was authorized to proceed with preparations 

for the ice season to commence January 1, 1914. 

It was voted'to discontinue the employment of the woman 

instructor at the Stearns Playground at once. 

The Commission then discussed at further length the proposed 

fence for the Waban Playground. 

The chairrr.an was authorized to prepare a letter to the Board 

of Aldermen stating the facts of the case and giving suggestions 

as to the kind of fence that would be advisable. 

~ . ~. ;, .. 
',\ •· . r' 

: .. ··. 
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This bulletin :·is· prepared· on· da:ta be-
: ~' .·,'· 

/ Farlow Park, Steaxns, West Newton, 
: Bun' School, Newton Centre and Waban 
, n.re ·fiooded grounds. . 

I :.)~p~.l~~~h's Pond, Boy!l Park, ann Cab- : 
!.ot. P.~li''~liave var;:fw(,d~pths o! water' l from '1two'-.. to Mteei>'' feet. · · 

;:~:Et!~t~::~;:d.:·"::::; '=. 
l;·:·:;;Po~r" ~eatif not fit !or use. 

"Good" mea-ns the reports <received · 

lnd1eate good skating. 
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January 9~ 1914. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Playgro-y.nd Commission was 

held o~ this date at eight o'clock at City Hall~ Messrs. Brewer~ 

JohnsQn, Carter and Gibson present; also the newly appointed 

member, Mr .. Thomas J. Lyons of Auburndale. Superintendent. Hermann 

was present. 

The recorda of the previous meeting were read and after minor 

correct ions were .approved. The Superintendent was instructed to 

start copying the temporary records as kept by the ~ecretary of the 

·Commission and the recording-secretary into a permanent record book, 

said permanent record book to be kept in one of the. vaults of the 

City Hall. 

The ice activities~ the extra expenses incurred in the build

ing of tha Boyd Park darn were them discussed; also a,more carefully 

worded "Notice to Skater'" in the newspapers. A proper notice was 

written out and approved by the Commission, and the Superintendent 

was ordered to see that it was published. A copy of the printed 

notice is herewith submitted. 

·Mr. Ernst Hermann was re-el<;lct~d Superintendent of Playgrounds 

for the year 1914 on the same terms and conditions as in previous 

years. 

The Commission voted to purchase an L. C. Smith & Brothers 

Typewriter. 

The Superintendent was authorized to have danger signs made 

for those playgrounds where rapid travelling of automobiles endanger 

the lives of the children. 

.29 
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March 2 1 1914. 

The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this date~ Messrs. Brewer 1 Johnson 1 Carter and Lyons present; also 

Superintendent Hermann. 

The records of the previous meeting were read and approved •. 

Communications were read from the Street Co!!!missioner 1 Charles W. 

Ross, with regards to coasting on public thoroughfares; from the 

City Engineer, Edwin H. Rogers 1 submitting "9lans and estimates for 

a permanent darr. at Boyd Park, and frorr: the abutters of the Waban 

Playground requesting the postponement of th~ erection of a fence 

at that Playground. 

After discussing the development of Boyd Park with special 

reference to ice 'activities, and after discussing the plans and 

expenses submitted by the City Engineer for a permanent dam, .it 

was voted to also get plans and estimates for a different _develop

ment of Boyd Park. The Superintende:nt was instructed to request 

the Engineer to make such·plans and estimates. 

The Su~erintendent reported on the preparations for a 

Grammar School Jlifeet under the ·auspices of the Playground Department 

on June 6th. The Commission voted to allow an expenditure of money 

for this purpose not to exceed $60.00. 

The Playground Commission discussed the use of Claflin Field 

for purposes other than high school athletics. It also discussed 

the matter of payn·;ent of· bills for int er-playg:round activities 

during 1913, the bills for which amounted to $150.00. It was 

decided to take this matter up at a subeequent meeting. 

The Superintendent submitted a synopsis of the proposed 

Annual Report for 1913 which the Commissioners approved. 

'\ .... ·: ;·. \ 

I 

I 
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March 16, 1914. 

The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this date in Boston, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons and 

Gibson present. His Honor Mayor Edwin 0. Childs was present by 

a special invitation froriJ the Chairman, Mr. Brewer. Superintendent 

Hermann was also present. 

The Chairman reviewed, for the benefit of Mayor Childs, the 

method pursued in past years for the raising of funds for the 

purchase of play implements. He reviewed the nature of such play 

implements, and explained that an attempt had been made last fall 

to induce Mayor Hatfield to·· enter an item in the annual budget of 

$1000 for the purchase of such play implements. 

It seemed to be the consensus. of opinion of everybody present 

that the City should provide the necessary funds for the purchase 

of play mater·ial and fund.s for inter-plP-ygr·ound activities. The 

Chairman and Mr~ Carter arranged to meet with t~e Chairffian of the 

Finance Committee at an early date to discuss with him the advisa-

bility of again going before the Board of Aldermen for the purpose 

of an appropriation for such funds. 

Mayor Childs expressed himself very much in favor of such an 

appropr·iatiop and promised to d,o all he could to secure it. He 

also assured the Commission that he would b~ ready to raise the 

funds f.rom private contributions in Newton and Nonantum if it were 

found that no city funds could be had. 

The expenses for ice activities at Boyd ~ark were again re-

viewed, and further plans of development for reduc.ing the annual 

cost at this playground were considered. 
~· . 
~ Gibson, as trustee of the playgrou~d funds which are 

raised by private subscript ions; re~)ort ed the cash on hand as $37.27. 

The Commission adjourned to meet again on Mar?h 23rd at City Hall. 

31 
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March 23, 1914. 

The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on this 

date at City Hall, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter and Angier present. 

Mr. Brewer, in behalf of the corr~ittee consisting of Messrs. 

Brewer and Carter, reported on their conference with Mr .. Pratt, 

chairman of the Finance Corr~ittee, with regards to an appropriation 

of $1000 for the purchase of play implements •. 

The Commission then considered the work to be done on the play-

grounds as soon as the weather would permit for the spring cleaning, 

and it was voted to allow $300 besides the expenses for the regular 

gang. 

The Commission also authorized the Superintendent to arrange with 

Mr. Bucknam for the early carrying out of the work of gradint; the 

archery court at Newton Centre and the wading pool at the Stearns 

Playground. They also authorized the work to be done which Was laid 

I 

out for the changes of backstops, swings, etc., according to schedule I 
and to become operative after the passing of the budget. 

A set of rules and regulations submitted by Superintendent 

Hermann to be printed for the use of the playgrounds was considered. 

The Comr-ission voted to have the set. as submitted printed with the 

addition of the rules printed in the Revised Ordinances of the City 

of Newton 1912 given on pages 55 and 56. Such rules are not to be 

posted at the entrance of playgrounds, but are to be kept in the box 

or houses for the use of instructors, caretakers and the police. 

The matter of purchasing the land for a playground next to the 

Horace Mann School was then taken up, also the further levelling of 

the Waban Playground. The.Superintendent was instructed to secure 

an estimate of the cost of levelling and the necessary fencing for 

the entire Waban Playground. I 
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The Superintendent then brought the attention of the Comrniso:>ion . . 

to some of the complaints receiv-ed from Newton Upper Falls· in regard 

to the proposed changes in the Playground plan. The commission voted 
I 

to give the people of Upper Falls a hearing. 

March 30, 1914. 

The regular meeting of the Playground Comrnission was held on 

this date at City Hall, Messrs. Brewer~ Johnson, Carter, Lyons and 

Superintendent Hermann present. 

The minutes of th~ previous meeting were read and approved. 

Communications were read from the Newton Catholic Club, the 

Newton Lower Falls A. A., and the Stearns Senior Association 

asking for blanket permits for use of baseball diamonds for the 

season 1914 on their respective playgrounds. Superintendent 

Hermann explained how the matter had qeen. handled in past years, 

and after a discussion the Commission voted a committee consisting 

of Mr. Lyons, Mr. Angier and Mr. Hermann to make .a recommendation 

at the next meeting. 

The matter of improvements for the Allison Playground was 

left to Superintendent Hermann, and he was instructed to confer 

with His Honor Mayor Childs. 

Mr. Carter then read his report on the Playgrouncl situation 

in Newtonville. His report was adopted and was ordered to be 

sent to the Public Works committee of the Board of Aldermen. 

Mr. Lyons then made a report on the playground situation 

in Auburndale. He submitted a.report from the Auburnclale 

Improvement Society and one from Superintendent Hermann. 

It was voted to have Mr~ Brewer send these two reports 

with his personal recommendation to the Public Works Committee 

of the Board of Aldermen. Meeting adjourned at 10:30. 
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April 9 1 1914. 

The regular meeting of the ?layground Commission was held on 

this date at eight o'ciock at City Hall 1 Messra. Brewer, Johnson 1 

Lyons, and Angier present; also Superintendent Hermann. The 

minutee of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Brewer read a letter received from Mr. John A. Gould, 

president of the Newton Upper Falla Improvement Society, informing 

the Comrrission that a delegation from Upper Falla would be glad to 

come to a hearing on hlond.ay evening 1 April 13th. The Superint,endent 

was instructed to acknowledge Mr. Gould's letter and to make the 

necessary arrangerrents for the hearing. 

The Superintendent read a communication from the treasurer 

of the Ne·Nton Mothers' Club informing him of the ·vote of said Club 

that the $125 Which they appropriated should be used at the 

discretion of the Superintendent but for the Nonantum Playground 

entirely. 

The Superintendent reported that His Honor Mayor Childs felt 

that the developments which are to be made at Allison nark, as 

set forth in the Annual Bu:iget, would seem quite sufficient and 

that he felt that the boys of this district would be pleased to 

have these improvements mad.e. 

The Committee appointed at the previous meeting to consider 

the advisability of season permits for bG..seball diamonds for Upper 

Falla, Lower Fa~ls 1 and the Newton Catholic Club then stated their 

ideas on the subJect. After considerable discusBion, the following 

was suggested by Mr. Brewer:-

"The.t Superintendent Hermann reserve until .May 15th the Newton 

I 

I 

Upper Falls, llewton Lower Falla and the West Newton baseball grounds I 
for the Newton U~per Falls A. A. 1 the Newton Lower Falla A. A.~ and 

the Newton C:tholic Club f()r Saturdav ~J.fternoons and holidays the 
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coming season, pending the CC?mpletion and submission of their 

schedules; and meanwhile Superintendent Hermann is authorized to 

35 

give s<:iid clubs permits from Saturday to Saturday including April 20th. 11 

After considerable discussion a motion to this effect was adopted. 

The Superintendent was instructed to submit a proof of the sign 

for the entrance of playgrounds to the City Solicitor for his opinion. 

The Commisaion·~then disd:ussed informally the matter of raising 

funds for the purchase of play implements and for. inter-playground 

activities since it seems that the amount of $1000 asked for for that 

purpose has not been appropriated by the Board of· Aluermen. It 

seemed to be the opinion of the Commissioners present that the 

Commission should issue a printed call to the citizens ~f Newton 

for funds and it was suggested that a copy of the Annual Report be 

sent with thii::3 call. It was decided to take up this ma.tter at the 

next meeting of the Commission. 

The chairman then reported on the development of the Waban 

Playground and the various problems involved. Mr. Brewer suggested 

an inquiry into the cost of the adjoining land since it ~ight be 

possible that·the purchase of the land might be a good way out of 

the present difficulties~ The Superintendent was instructed to 

find out as soon as possible the estimated cost of developing the 

Waban Playground. 

May 14, 1914. 

A regular meeting of the Commission was held on this date at 

City Hall, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter,.Angier and Superintend

ent Herrr.ann present; al_so Mr. Lyons v;ho arrived during the latter 

I . part of the meeting.· The minutes of the previous meeting were 

read and approved. 



36 

A communication was received from Mr. Arthur C. Melcher of Newton 

Centre reporting an accident to him on his property adjoining the 

Newton Centre Playground. A letter written by the Chairman answering 

Mr. hlelcher's communication was approved. 

The Annual Repo-rt of the Playground Commission and of the 

Superintendent was approved and ordered to be printed. 

The Superintenclent -~vas directed to consult -~vith the Sewer 

Department about the cleaning of the bed of the brook on the Newton 

Centre Playground. 

A resolution, a copy of which is attached hereto, written by 

the Chairman about the granting of permits for the use of baseball 

fields, etc., on the Lower Falls, Upper Falls and West Newton Play-

grounds was re:=id and adopted, and the Superintendent was directed 

to send copies of the same to the Upper and Lower Falls Athletic 

Associations and to the Newton Catholic Club. 

The Superintendent was authorized to proceed with the building 

of the proposed improve1r:ent s of game courts, enclosures 1 wading 

pools, etc. subject to the approval of the City Comptroller of the 

manner in which the work was to be contracted. 

The Superintendent reported complaints received from Mrs. F. H. 

Lane and others about Farlow Park, and was directed to interview the 

ladies in question. 

A letter fro~ the Board of Aldermen approving the transfer for 

the care, custody and control, including police protection, of a 

part of Auburndale Park so-called from the Commomvealth of Massa-

chueette to the City of Newton for playground purposes was re

ceived; also an order a-ppropriating the sum of $2250 for the 

development of an athletic field at Auburndale ~ark. This appropria-

tion is subject to the sum of $500 being placed to the credit of the 

I 

I 

I 
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appropriat.ion of the Playground Commission by the interested citize:J 
of Auburndale. 

·The Superinten~ent submitted a request from the City Engineer 

for an appropriation of $100 for p~tting bounds on the Edmands 

·Playground. The Commissioners thought ,it unwise to spend any money 

for this purpose from the 1914 appropriation. 

(Copy of Resolution Passed by Playground Commission, May 1914.) 

In the issuing of permits for Saturday and holiday afternoons 
on Newton Upper Falls, Newton Lower Falls and West Newton Play
ground baseball fields, the Superintendent is directed to give, 

·subject to the usual conditions of the permit, during the baseball 
season of 1914, the preference to the senior baseball teams of the 
Newton Catholic Club an·d the Upper and Lower Falls Athletic 

· As soc iat ions. 

He is further directed to send to each of the official 
'representatives of each of 'those organizations and to the Youn·g 
Men's Christian Association of Newton a copy of the detailed. 
rules and regulations governing the use of and.the conduct on the 
Playgrounds as adopted by the Commission, nowso voted, rule 19 
or any other rule of ·similar tenor, is hereby suspended to permit 
each of the above organizations to appoint one or Thore persons, 
wearing a proper badge in plain sight and supplied by the organiza-: 
tion concerned, to just preceding the ga~e (duly scheduled) and 
during the game, solicit money for the support of the baseball 
team and to sell tickets or score cards for the same purpose. 

The Suuerintendent is also directed to call the attention of 
~ . 

each organization to the possibility of an outbreak of lawlessness 
on the part of one or more individuals where so many people are 
brought together at. one time and to inform the organizations that 
the Commission places on the local organizations the responsibility 
for maintenance of good order. 

Office of Superintendent~ 
Playground Department, 

City Hall. 

June 10, 1914. 

37 





1 HT(;z 
fixing up the eanit9..ry department of this building. 

The Commission discussed these requests at length. Mr. Carter I moved, Mr. Johnson seconded, that the Commission vote a sum of$500 

towards the sanitary construction of the proposed playground .building 

on the Newton Centre Playground subject to the approval of the City 

Solicitor; and if not approved by the City Solicitor that the matter 

I 

I 

be submitted to the City Board of Aldermen for leave to appropriate 

• $500 for such purposes. It was so voted. 

It was further voted by the Commission that the sum of $800 

be set aside out of the city appropriation of $2250 for permam.ent 

sanitary buildings for such a building on the~Upper Falls Playground 

providing $200 were raised for such a building by the interested 

cilltizens of Upper Falls. The chairman was authorized to have 

preliminary plane for a sanitary building drawn up by an architect. 

The Superintendent subinitted plans and specifications for a 

small wading :9001 for the Stearns Playground. Mr. Brewer pointed 

out the advisability of having assurance from the City Engineer 

that said cement pool was so constructed that winter cold would 

not damage it. 

July 9, 1914. 

The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this date at City Hall, Messrs. Brewer 1 John~on~ Lyons and Super-

intendent Hermann present. Mr. Carter called the chairman on the 

telephone and-excused his une~pected absence on account of a serious 

accident to a friend. 

The minutes of the June meeting were read and approved. 

The Superintendent reported the moving of the voting booth 

from N ewton Upper Falls to the Newton Lower Falls Playground at an 
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expense of $75.00 for moving and $10.00 for repairs. The money for 

this work had been transferred by the Board of Aldermen from the 

Mayor's contin~ency fund-upon the recommendation of His Honor Mayor 

Childs. 

The Superintendent submitted the following orders from the 

Board of Aldermen. 

#40100 Appropriating the sum of Eleven Hundred Dollars to be 

expended by the Playground Comrr:ission undef' direction of His Honor 

the Mayor in fencing the Wab~n Playground. 

June 39th, 1914. Approved July lst. 

#40108 That from the appropriation of $2.850 made under Order 

38526 for the erection of permanent convenience statibns on the 

public playgrounds of Newton the sum of Five Hundred Dollars 

( $500) be and is hereby g1·ant ed a:f!.d authorized to be exDended by 

the Playground Commission for providing the Newton Centre Play-

ground with permanent public convenience facilities on property 

held in trust by William Claxton Bray et al, Trustees, on the 

northerly side of Tyler Terrace for Playground purposes. 

June 29th, 1914 Approved July l, 1914. 

#40198 That under supplementary budget subroitted by His Honor 

the Mayor, the sum of Thirteen Hundred Dollars to be taken from · 

the assessrrent and collection of taxes· for 1914, be and is hereby 

appropriated, added to the appropriation fox the Playground 

Commission, and granted therefrom for the purpose of grading the 

Waban Playground. 

June 20, 1914. Approved July 1, 1914. 

, .... -
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Upon motion of Mr. Lyons, the Commission voted to grant permission 

to the Playground and Social S~rvice League of Newton Centre for 

moving the Episcopal Church building of Newton Centr~ onto the 

Newton Centre Playground on the northerly side of Tyl.er Terrace. 

·The Commission instructed the superintendent to ascertain· from 

His Honor the Mayor his wishes regarding the proposed fencing of 

the Waban ~layground. 

The Commission then authorized the Superintendent to prepare 

. plans and specifications with the City Engineer for the grading of 

the Waban PlaygroUnd and to advertise for bide. 

The Superintendent reported the opening of the bids received 

for the con~truction of the Auburndale Playground on.July 1, 1914 
. 

at 10 A. M. Mr. Thomas F. Lyo'ns represented the Commission. The 

City En_gineer, .Mr. Rogers, Superintendent Hermann and representa-1 t.ives of the bidders were present. 

The bi~e received were as follows: 

Framingham contracting Co., 
Carlo Bianchi 

Francis T. Mague, 
~est Newton, Mass. 

B. Perini & Co. , 
Ashland, Mass. 

T. Stuart & Sons Co., 
222 Pearl St., Newton 

$3540.00 

2445.00 

2300.00 

2150.00 

The Commission accepted the proposal of T. Stuart & Sons Co. 

of Newton, to prepare the -p1ayfield on the Auburndale Playground 

on receipt of official advice from the City Solicitor that the 

T. Stuart & Sons Co. in behalf of. the Commission. 
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The Superintendent was authorized to make further plans for the 

equipment of the Auburndale Playground. 

He was also directed to send a copy of thepo~tract to Mr. Carter 

for his approval. 

A communication wa8 read from Mr. Guy M.Winslow, Principal of 

Lasell Seminary, offering the free use of two of the school's tennis 

courts providing they were kept in order by the Oommiasion. 

The Corrnr,ission directed the Superintendent to express its 

gratitude to Mr. Winslow for his generous offer and to state that on 

account of scheduled expenditures of funds it would be impossible to 

make·uae of his bffer this year, but that it would consider this 

matter when the figures for the 1915 budget were taken up. 

The chai:rn:an directed the Superintendent to start a book for 

I 

the purpose of recording items of interest for the 1915 budget. 

The Commission then discussed a,t some length the situation, etc. I 
of the proposed ~ermanent building on the Newton Upper Falls Play-

ground. 

August 21, 1914. 

At the regular meeting of the Commission held on this date, 

111essrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons, Angier and Superintendent 

Hermann present, it was voted to accept the bid of theW. A. Snow 

Iron ·Works, Inc. for the· fencing of the Waban Playground, as per 

specifications, for the an:ount of $1027, subject to the approval 

of His Honor Mayor Childs of the contract and specifications and 

his approval of making this contract without advertising for 

further bids. I 
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August 24, 1914. 

The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on II this date, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons, Angier and 

Superintendent Hermann present. 

I 

II 

The minutes of the August 21st meeting were read and approved. 

The business of the meeting was the consideration of the bids 

received for the grading of the Waban Playground. These bids were 

received in response to advertisements in the Newton papers and 

Boston papers. The bids were opened at City Hall, August 20th, 

1914 at 10 A. M. Mr: Johnson, Mr. Rogers, City Engineer and 

Superintendent Hermann and three of the bidders were present. 

The bids were as follows: 

T. D. Sullivan fx: Sons 
John McCourt Co. 
Francis J. Mague 
Felix Capobianco Co. 
T. Stuart & Sons Co. 

Item 1 

$1250.00 
3100.00 
2070.00 
2178.00 
2750.00 

Item ·a. 

$100.00 
270.00 
200.00 
325.00 
240.00 

After considerable discussion it was voted td postpone any 

further action upon the acceptance or rejection of the bids. 

The chairman was authorized to call another meeting as soon 

as possible and before the time for the acc~ptance or the reject

ion of the bids would· expire. 

August 31, 1914. 

The regular n~eet ing of the Playground Comrniesion was held on 

this date, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, .Carter, Lyons, Angier and 

Superintendent Hermann present. 

The Commission considered again the bids for the grading of 

the Waban Playground received under date of Auguat 20th.· 

It was finally voted to ac.cept the bid ofT. D. Sullivan & Sons 

Company of Newton Highlands, the amount of which wa1:1 $1250.00. 
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Superimt endent Hermann ~-,as instructed to notify the successful 

bidder, and to return the certified checks to the other b~dders, 

also to prepare all other necessary contracts. 

November 18, 1914. 

A regular meeting of the Playground ComrDission was held on this 

date at 8 o'clock at City Hall, fuessrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, 

Angier, Lyons and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The.minutee of the two previous meetings were read. The date 

of the last meeting was changed to August 31st. The minutes were 

approved. 

Su·per~nt endent Hernianl! reported that it would be necessary 

to have tw9 transfers rr.ade:from the Supervision Account ai-:3 ~allows: 

$7.22 to the Rent .Account ~nd ~100 to the Maintenance Account. The 

Commissioners voted that a request for these transfers be submitted 

to the Board of .Aldermen. 

The Commission voted not to sell the fire wood stored on the 

Auburndale Playground since it might be possible to use it in our 

own Department for heating purposes this_ winter. 

The Cowmissioners then considered the report of the Depart-
I 

ment's wo~k for 1914, and instructed Superintendent Hermann to add 

to the statement covering the 1914 work the actual figures of 

expenditures for each of the playgrounds, these figures to show in 

how far last year's budget had been ca!ried out. 

The Commission then proceeded to consider the budget for 1915, 

it em by it ern •. 

The chairman, Mr. Brewer, called attention to the plans and 

\" 
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specifications submitted by Coolidge & Carlson for sanitary buildings 

on the Newton Playgrounds. The Superintendent was instructed to get 

copies :of these plans and specifications for each of the Playground 

Commissioners,. and to consult the City Engineer and the Buildings 

Commissioner about the proposed plans and to get their opinions on 

these plans and specifications. 

The ~eating adjGurned at 10 o'clock to meet again November 23rd. 

December 2 1 1914. 

A regular ffieeting of the Commission was held on this date, 

Messrs. Brewer, JOhnBon, Carter, Angier and Superintendent 

Hermann present. 

The Commission proceeded to consider the annual budget for 

1915. The items of equipment were taken up in detail. No final 

decision was reached. 

The Superintendent was instructed to consult with the 

School Department about the desirable co-operation in the 

school yards. 

The preliminary sketches of the Building Commissioner for 

the proposed sanitary buildings were considered. The Superin-

tendent was directed to request the Building Commissioner to 

develop these plans further. 
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December 7, 1914. 

A regular meeting of the Commission wa~ held.on this date, 

Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Angier and Super·intendent Hermann present. 

The items of equipment and development were further con

sidered and a reduced list of expenditures was voted~ 

The Superintendent was instructed.to have copies of these 

chqnges made, and send these to the absent members. 

The meeting adjourned to meet Thursday evening, December lOth. 

December 10, 1914. 

A regular meeting of the Commission was held on this date at 

City Hall, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson and Superintendent Hermann 

present. 

The remaining items of the 1915 budget were taken up and 

further modifications were made. 

The Superintendent was instructed to have final copies of 

the bl::ldget made and sent to each one of the Commiasioners. 

December 22, 1914. 

A regular meeting of the Commission was held on this date, ~essra. 

Bre;-Jer, Johnson, Carter, Angier and Super~ntendent Hermann present. 

The budget for 1915, as corrected during the previous meet

ings,was accepted., and it was voted to eubrr..it the same to His 

Honor Mayor Childs. A copy of the same is attached hereto. 

The Superintendent was instructed to send copies at once to 

the Mayor. 

I 

I 
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It was voted to prepare for skating all possible places as far 

as the annual Maintenance,allowance for 1914 would permit. lt was 

voted to spray the tennis courts on the Waban Playground for skating 

for the children of the neighborhood. 

The Superintendent was authorized to continue some direction 

for little children and girls at the Stearns Playground after the 

funds given by the Mother-s' Club had been exhausted. 

It was also voted to request the Board of Aldermen to grant 

a opec ial appropriation of ~.200 for skating during the ren:ainder 

of the vear 1914. '. 

i ·-
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1915 

January 4, 1915. 

A regular meeting of the Commission was held on this date, 

Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons, Angier and Superintendent 

Hermann present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Superintendent reported that the request for $200.00 

for ice activities in December had been refused by the Finance 

Committee. 

It was then discussed what ice activities should be carried 

on during the winter season. It was voted to concentrate as 

much effort as possible upon Bulloughe Pond. Skating places for 

children, without hockey playing, were to be maintained at West 

Newton and Stearns and small skating places at Boyd, Farlow, 

Burr School Yard, i'iewt.on Centre, Waban, New·ton Highlands and 

Cabot. 

Mr. Ester-brook of l'Jewt on Corner appeared with .Alde-rman 

Forknall to request tbe keeping of a skating place as usual 

at Boyd Park. 

The Commissioners listened to Mr. Esterbrook's explana

tions and ideas on how to dam up the water at Boyrd Park. 
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April 15, 1915. · 

· A regular meeting of the Playground Comn:ission was held on 

this date at City Hall, Meesrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter and Super-

intendent Her~ann present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The first business was the discussion of sanitary buildings. 

It was decided to appoint a sub-committee to further the plans for 

such a'building. The chairman a~pointed Mr. Johnson, Mr. Lyons 

and Mr. Her~ann to be a comrrittee on the consideration of sanitary 

buildings to make a report at the earliest possible date. 

The Chairn:an explained that· in former years he had a:pproved 

the payrolls and bil~s monthly, but under the new system at City 

Hall such matters had been simplified. He ·thought that each member 

of the Cornrd ssion 8hould. be carefully informed of the financial 

business of the Department, of the bills incurred and the quality 

of -the same. He further recomrr.ended that copies of the monthly 

statement be made and sent to each member of the Commission, such 

statements to contain the amount of the balances of each appl"O]:Jria-

tion. It was voted that this be done, and tl1e Superintendent was 

instructed to see that it was carried out and copies given to each 

merrber of the Commission. 

A letter from Mr. Daboll, Comptroller of Accormts, referring 

to the salary of the stenographer and clerk of the Department was 

read, and the Commission thought it advisable for this year to 

conform with the derr.ands of the Comptroller. 

Mr. Meserve, chairman of the Athletic Committee of the Newton 

High Schools, appeared before the Commission to plead for extensive 

renairs of the high school tennis courts. He stated that these 

~:~- \. .... ' 
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courts Were in great need of extertsive repairs, and since they were 

used and coulci be used more extensively by the general public, he 

felt that the Playground Department ought to do this. It was 

explained to him that the Playground Departn:ent did not have funds 

provided in their budget for such repairs. He was advised to 

submit a letter, stating these claims, to the chairman of the 

Corr;mission who would forward the same to the Mayor for action. He 

promised to do so, and it. was understood that such repairs were to 

include the resurfacing, retaping and repair of the tennis posts. 

Mr.Meserve thought that the repairing and painting of the fence 

could be done by the man they employed there during the summer when 

he had nothing else to do. 

The mat.t er of employment of laborers directly under the control 

of the Playground Commission was then discussed, and the chairman 

and .Mr. Carter were appointed a committee to consult with the Mayor 

regarding this matter. 

ln' view of the fact that $780 were cut from the annual 

appropriation for supervision for this Departrr!ent by the Board of 

Aldermen, the Superintendent waB directed to re-arrange a scheme 

for supervision for the year 1915. 

He was also auth~rized to prepare plans for better skating 

facilities at Bulloughs Pend and elsewhere next winter. 

The Commission voted to have the Superintendent use the same 

methods in the control of the. baseball fields at Newton U9per Falls, 

Newton Lower Falls artd West Newton Common as were employed in the 

last year. 

The Superintendent reported the condition of the Waban Play-

ground and the sentiments as presented by a committee of the 

Waban citizens at a meeting at which h~ wa8 present. The results 
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from seeding the grounds were so meagre that it seemed necessary to 

re-eeed_the grounds, and since such re-seeding and treatment would 

have to be done in the fall, it seemed advisable to allow the boys 

to use the baseball field as soon as the backstop was completed. 

Owing to the recent rain fall it might be advisable to wait another 

week or two before making the final decision, and if the grass 

did show decided signs of coming up in good shape, it would not be 

possible to use the grounds until next fall. The Commission 

instructed the Superintendent to decide about the use of these 

grounds as soon a~ he was satisfied that new treatment was necessary. 

The Superintendent explained that the planting of trees, 

shrubbery and vines would be started at once. He reported that the 

plan of planting haO. b'~en agr-eed upon by the Forest Conm:issioner 

and him. 

The chairman ~entioned that Mayor Cbilds was interested in 

plans for the reconstructiOn of the Nevl'ton Hie;h. Schools Athletic 

grounds. 

April 23, 1915. 

The committee on sanitary buildings met on this date, Messrs. 
I 

Johnson, Lyons and Hermann present. 

A sketch submitted by Mr. Stevens, a bu.ilder .from Newton Centre, 

was carefully examined. Since these plan~:> vvere in excess of the 

appropriation available, it was decided 'to cut the size somewhat in 

o~der to have the building come within the $1000 limit, but to adhere 

in a general way to the plan submitted. 

Superintendent Hern;ann was instructed to have some more 

detailed plane and specifications drawn up. The following facts 

I 

I 



1 HTGZ 

I 

I 

I 

were especially noted as· desirable: 

Sufficent accommodations for males and females. 

Ventilation of the building 

Ventilation of the urinals. 

Fire proof building 

Entrances for both sexes from opposite ends 

Moderate accommodations for tools and play implements 

Strength of structure for future development. 

April 30, 1915. 

The committee on sanitaries met on ~his date, Messrs. 

Johnson, Lyons and Hermann present. 

The revised plans for sanitariee were again considered, 

and since the plans and specifications now came within the 

$1000 limit,· and since they seemed to· embody all the essentials 

of a sanitary building as considered at the previous meeting, 

the Superintendent was instructed to have the builder submit 

final p:J_ans which could .be submitted to the Playground Commission 

at their next meeting.· 
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May 20, 1915. 

A r~gular .llieeting of the Playground Commission was held at 

City Hall on this date, Messrs. Bre~er, Johnson, Lyons, Angier 

and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The rr.inutes of the previous meeting wer-e read and approved. 

Mr. Brewer made a statement about a number of complaint~ 

which had been received in regard to people getting permits for 

the use of baseball diamonds on Saturday afternoons who were in 

a position to play on other days. It was brought out that the 

matter had been looked into and that the people who had complained 

did not even have a regular team or regular time for play. 

The report of the committee on sanitary buildings, consisting 

of Messrs. J9hna·on, Lyons and He1·mann,was subrr;itted. The report 

was made verbally and it was explained that the plans as now 

en:bodied in the blue prints were all that could be done in the 

line of a sanitary building such as was wanted on the Newton 

Playgrounds with the money available. These plans were further 

discussed and certain alterations were suggested. The report of 

the committee wae accepted and a motion was made and seconded to 

approve the general scheme and to authorize the Superintendent 

to get figures to check off the estimate of Contractor Stevens, 

and if the present figure was satisfactory, Superintendent Hermann 

\-vas further authorized to complete preparations fo:r the plans and 

to carry out the project. 

Th~ monthly financial statement was submitted and a copy was 

given to each member of the Co~~ission. 

A report was then made on the appropriation of $200 granted 

by the Board of Aldermen for the resurfacing, etc. of the High 

School tennis courts, ancl Superintendent Hermann was instructed 

to ~ake these repairS on the High School Courts~ 

I 
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The chairman, Mr. Brewer, in behalf of the committee appointed 

to confer with Mayor Child~ on the matter of an athletic field for 

the high schools reported that the Mayor desired a thorough review 

of the facilities existing in this matter in greater Boston. ·The 

chairman appointed Mr. Angier and Mr. Lyons to act as a committee 

for the making of such a report. 

A petition was received frcim some citizens near Boyd Park 

regarding the changing of the swings, teeters and other children's 

facilities from their present situation to some other part of the 

Park. The Su:perintendent was authorized to call a meeting at the 

Stearns School for the purpose of giving these citizens a hearing 

on this matter. 

The.chairman, Mr. B:r:·ewer, further reported, at the suggestion 

of His Honor Mayor Childs, that a survey of the bathing facilities I in Newton be made, and Messrs. Ca'rter and Johnson and Superintendent 

Hermann were appointed as a committee. 

I 

The Superintendent was authorized to make the necessary changes 

in the· scheme for supervision for the summe~ and fall seasons in 

order to be within the appropriation. 

No action was taken on the consideration of compensation for 

the Superintendent's transportation expenses. 

June 10, 1915. 

(In room of 8th grade at Stearns School) 

A hearing was held on this date; Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter 

and s'uperintendent· Hermann present. 

'Mr. Brewer opened the meeting by inviting an open and full 

discussion of the conditions at Boyd Park. 
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Mr. Fagan was the first speaker and talked about the nuisances 

which the conditions caused all night long. He did not find any 

fault with the ball field 1 but with the noise and broken windows. 

Mr. Grace and others spoke and it was brought out that there 

was considerable Sunday play and a great deal of vile talk and 

boisterous language. 

One lady criticised the supervisor for not looking after the 

swings and teeters enough. 

It was pointed out that a great many children came down there 

who did not belong there. 

Aldermen Murphy and Forknall spoke about the great good the 

playground work wa~ doing for the various communities and for that 

district and hoped nothing would. be done to hamper· this work. They 

both stated that they received a great many requests for more 

swings~ teeters ~nd other apparatus. 

Mr. Estabrook 1·ather defended the boys and thout;:ht that these 

people were rather hard on "our boys" as he called them. 

Mr. Maguire brought up the matter of a fence at hio !=-'lace. 

The Playground Commissioners expressed their opinions about 

the playground work and concii t ions dovm there. Superintendent 

Hermann spoke about the difficulties and what was being accomplished. 

He thought the suggestion of Mr. Grace's to put the swings under 

the trees on the embankment was not feasible. 

The chairman of the Commission closed the hea:rint; and promised 

that they would personally look into the matter and bring about 

the changes if it were possible. 

The Commission then adjourned to visit the Boyd Playground. 

.. "": .- .. ;: : \ . 
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June 28 1 l9l.S. 

The Playground Commission voted, in view of the fact that· the 

proposed recreation building on the Newton Centre Playground would 

. some day be a part of the city playground, that they would approve 

in a general way the plans so far submitted, but that the details, 

·the arrangement, equipment and layout would be subject to the 

approval of the Superintendent of Playground~, Mr. Hermann. 

October l4, 1915. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this date, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Lyons, Angier and Superin

tendent Hermann present. 

The minutes of the previ9ua meeting were read and approved. 

A report was made by the committee on sanitary buildings~ 

Mr. Lyons thought that the building was as small.as it could be 

and still serve the purpose for which it was intended. It was 
; 

thought that the other buildings should be at least a few feet 

longer especially on the aide of the men's quarters. Mr. Hermann 

showed some photographs showing how the entrances to each side 

had been made more private and how, by a little more landscape 

work, the whole plant had been beautified. 

The further erection of sanitary buildings was then discussed, 

and in the discussion it was brought out very clearly that the 

West Newton Common and Cabot Piaygrounda were greatly in need of 

sanitary buildings, and that these buildings ought to be larger I than the one at Newton Upper Falls Playground. 

The Superintendent explained· a scheme whereby it might be 

possible to' provide some winter skating at Boyd Park. He 
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explained that the work which would be needed for such skating would 

be of a more permanent nature so that the money spent on these grounds 

would not be'thrown away and could serve for the same purpose annually. 

He stated that permission fronJ the Watertown authorities was necessary. 

The Commissioners authorized him to proceed further with these plana. 

The Superintendent was instructed to see to it that the sanitary 

conveniences in the building on the Newton Centre Playground were 

carried out in such a manner that they would be at least equal to 

the arrangement at Upper Falls. 

The chairman then brought up the matter of the suspension of 

the foren:an of the Department, Mr. Cornelius W. Keefe. He said 

that Mr. Keefe called on him and that he had a very long talk with 

him. All the Commissioners, who had also been approached by Mr. 

Keefe, seemed to agree that he deserved a further chance. 

The Superintendent then stated the case as it had been since 

Mr. Keefe was foreman of the laborers, and stated that he would 

rather give a man one too many chances than one too few, but having 

had an understanding with Mr. Keefe that on the next offense in 

regard to drinking he would be laid off and that on the second 

offense he would be discharged, he did not see how he could act 

differently and maintain discipline in the Departrr.ent. The 

Playground Commission seemed to agree that the matter should rest 

in the hands of the Superintendent who would, naturally, have to 

be held responsible for the discipline of the Department. 

A letter was read from Mr. Frank L. Cunningham of. Auburndale. 

This letter referred to the bad condition of West Pine Street which 

is the main approach to the new Auburndale Playground. This street 

is not an accepted street and any improvements would probably come 

under the etatut e.s which regulate such matt era in the City. 

I 
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The Superintendent thought that the City being one of the abutters 

might be able to do something to make this approach better, especially 

11· since thta street would probably offer the main approaCh to the play

ground next year when the playground will be put into operation. The 

Superintendent was instructed to take this matter up with the Street 

II 

Commissioner, Mr. Stuart, and report at the next meeting. 
I 

The chairman inquired after the reports from the committee on 

bathing facilities in Newton, and also about the report on athletic 

facilities for the high schools. Mr. JOhnson thought that the 

special committee would be ready to report on this matter at the 

next meeting. 

Mr. Angier reported, in behalf of the committee on athletic 

facilities, that he had personally investigated a number of such 

facilities in towns and cities making up greater Boston. 

November 11, 1915. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Playground Comrni·asion was 

held on this date at City Hall, Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Angier 

and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The minutes of the previous me~ting were read and approved.· 

The chairman inquired if Newton Highlands had made any 

proposition with regards to furnlshing money for a sanitary 

building which would be used in connection with the balance 

which was left over from the city appropri~tion for convenience 
I • 

stat ions. 

The Commission. then discussed at length the need of further 

sanita_ry stations, and it was the unanimous opinion that Cabot 

and West Newton should be considered in our. next year's program. 

In connection with this, the discussion of high echooJ 
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athletic fields was taken up. Since the. report on the situation was 

not finished 1 no definite conclusions were reached. 

' The Superintendent then suggested the solution of proper high 

school accommodations and an enclosed field in the re-arrangement 

of Cabot Playground by enclosing this Playground with an iron fence 

and planting heavy shrubbery a few feet inside the fence. He pointed 

out that the turf at Cabot was exceptionally fine. He was directed 

to work out some plans in detail in regard to this problem. 

The Superintendent then suggested a special scheme for the 

establishing of a skating rink at Boyd Park. He explained the 

scheme of a lock over the culvert 1 and requested that he be allowed 

to ask permission from Watertown to install such a lock. He was 

directed to finish the plans and to secure the necessary figures 

of the expense for the next meeting. 

In regard to the improvements of West Pine Street~ suggested 

by Mr. Cunningham in behalf of some citizens in Auburndale> the 

Superintendent reported that the City Engineer and the Street 

Con~issioner had given their opinion that such improvements could 

not be made unless with the usual routine which governs the 

acceptance of streets. The Superintendent was directed to notify 

Mr. Cunningham of these conditions. 

The Superintendent reported on the condi t.ions of the Horace 

Mann Playground and said that the grounds would probably need 

further surfacing after they had been allowed to lay in the present 

condition during the winter. 

Mr. Carter .then submitted a report on Bathing and Swimming in 

Newton which was accepted after some changes had been made. It was 

decided that the changed report be submitted at the next meeting. 

I 

I 
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Mr. Angier, in behalf.of the committee on an athletic field 

for Newton, stated that a detailed report ·would be made at the 

next !Ileet ing. 

Mr. Angier also suggested that a study be made of the 
' ' ' 

possibility of a small children's playground on the grounds where 

the old Armory was on Washington Street in Newton. The Superin-

tendent ·was instructed to report on the situation and the ad-

visability of having a playground at this place. 

As the last item of the meeting, the Playground Commission 

discussed the matter of transport._ation expenses
1
for the Superin

tendent. It was pointed out that the Superintendent had used his 

private machine during the year 1915 and that he thoughtthat a 

compensation of $100 would be agreeable to him. The Commissioner~ 

voted to address Hie Honor the Mayor for a special appropriation I of $100 to cover the transport at ion expenses of 'the Superintendent. 

I 

The Commission then adjourned. 

December 4, 1915. 

A meeting of the Playground Commission was held on this date, 

Messrs. Brewer, JOhnson, Carter, Lyons, Angier and Superintendent 

Hermann present. 

The Corr~isaion voted to allow Superintendent Hermann $100.00 

which was voted by the Board of Aldermen for transportation expenses. 

He was authorized to put in a bill for this amount. 

The Commissioners then discussed the skating proposition at 

Boyd Park. Superintendent Hermann submitted a .scheme whereby a 

dike would be laid half the length of the field extending just up 

to the backstop and back of the backstop. 
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He explained that this plan would do away with the danger of 

too deep water at Boyd Park. If improvements were made now, they 

would remain and would not be an annual expenditure. He .explained 

that the scheme would coat about $300.00 

In discussing the advisability of using the balance of the 

money for skating~ ~t was thought that in case of a good frost 

we would be left without sufficient funds to care for the ice. 

Therefore, it was deemed advisable to ask the Board of Aldermen 

for a special appropriation of $300 for this work at Boyd Park. 

The Superintendent was·instructed to send a letter at once to 

Mayor Childs making this request. 

The Superintendent reported that permission had been received 

from the Town of Watertown to build the lock at Boyd Park. He 

read a letter from the City Engineer of Newton with regards ~o the 

da~gera which ought to be recognized from the erection of such a 

lock as had been contemplated. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

December 9, 1915. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this date, Messrs. Brewer, JOhnson, Angier and Superintendent 

Hermann present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The chairman inquired if any further movement had been con

templated by the Newton Highlands people in regard to securing the 

\ .... 1 : • ·~ • _. .. :·. r i 

I 

I 

I 



JHTGZ 

I 

I 

I 

balance of money available for convenience stations. Mr. Johnson 

stated that the matter was still being considered. 

'The matter of lighting Bulloughs Pond was then considered. 

It was the unanimous opinion of the Commission that Mr. Stuart be 

requested to light the street along Bulloughs .Pond, Bulloughs Pond 

Park, which would enable the Commission to.make a separate contract 

for the installation of two arc lights on the Pond. 

Mr. Angier then submitted a report .from the committee on an 

athletic field for Newton. 

on file. 

This report was accepted and placed 

The Superintendent was instructed to find out the legality 

of using Cabot Park Playground for an enclosed athletic field for 

the purpose of charging admission. 

The Commission then considered the advisabi~ity of having 

a small children's playground at the place where the Newton 

Armory h.ad been torn down.. The project was deemed inadvisable. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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1916 

January 20, 1916. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Corr~ission was held on 

this date, Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Johnson, Angier, Lyons and 

Superintendent Hermann present. 

After the minutes of the previous meeting were read and 

approved, Mr. Brewer asked for a statement of thebalances of 

the 1915 appropriations. This was presented and it was explained 

by the Superintendent that in order to'balance some of the accounts, 

very small transfers had been requested from one account to another· 

·and .the same were granted. 

The Superintendent then reported the dismissal of the foreman, 

Mr. Keefe, on account of drinking and insubordination. He reported 

that he had temporarily appointed Mr. George H. Osborne as foreman 

since Mr. Osborne had given very satisfactory service for a number 

of years and was the best informed and experienced man in taking 

care of the playground surfaces. 

The Superintendent then reporte~ that a small fire had been 

set in the Newton Centre barn belonging to the Newton Centre Social 
-. 

Service and Playground League. He said that in his judgment the 

fir~ was of incendiary origin, and that it might have been care

lessness on the part of some young people who were trying to build 

a lit~le fire near the barn. The Chairman, Mr. Brewer, said that 

· this loss was covered by insurance and as chairman of the Newton 

Centre .. Building Committee, he authorized the Superintendent to 

have repairs made and the bill sent to hin1 for transmission to the 

Insurance company. 

The policy of providing skating for the Newtons was then 

discussed, and it was decided to further continue the policy of 
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making Bulloughs Pond the central skating place for all Newton. 

Small skating places for little children should be maintained at 

Newton Centre, Farlow Park, Stearns, Waban, West Newton Common 

and Burr School Yard, and on other playgrounds if the weather for 

spraying was favorable. 

Mr. Brewer read a communication from the Clerk of ·committees 

making inquiries about the Commission's view concerning sanitary 

stations on playgrounds. The Commissioners discussed this matter 

at some length, and decided that Cabot Park and West Newton would 

need a somewhat larger sanita~y station coating about $2000.00. 

each, and that Newton Highlands ought to have a station of about 

the same size as the one at UPper Falls. The Superintendent was 

instructed to prepare some estimates on this matter so that the 

items could be put in the annual budget. 

The Commissioners voted to hold a special meeting on 

February 3rd for the consideration of the annual budget of the 

Playground Department. 

February 3, 1916. 

A meeting of th~ Playground Con~ission was held on this date, 

Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Johnson, Angier and Superintendent Hermann 

present. 

The Comw.issioners proceeded at once to discuss the annual 

budget, a copy of which had been mailed previously to each member. 

After deliberating the budget, item by item, it was finally 

voted that the budget, the total amount of which was $27,315.~0, 

should be submitted to His Honor the Mayor. A copy· of this budget 

and the original budget is appended herewith. 

. ' . 
! ' ' .• :. ~-
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April 27, 1916. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on this 

date at City H~ll, Messrs. Brewer in the ph~ir, Messrs. Johnson 1 

Carter,, A~gier and Superintendent Hermann present. 

T.he Playground Commission considered first the annual budget 

on account of the necessary changes due to the amount passed by 

' the Board of Aldermen. 

I 

The Superintendent reported on the changes necessary in the 

supervision and maintenance schedules •. 

The Superintendent reported on the matter of using the 

athletic field of the so-called Allen School in West Newton. He 

reported that said field, including the manual training shop, 

9ould be used for the payment of taxes (about $150.00). 

He was empowered to do so and transfer the Eden Avenue 

Playground to that field. 

Mr. Brewer read a communication received from Mr. John A. 

Gardner, 193 Lake Avenue, ~e~'lton Highlands, complaining about 

nuisances from batning at Crystal Lake. 

This lead to the discussion of the bat~ing situation i? 

NE;wton which would h3..ve to be faced by the Playground Commission 

nif they had to administer the annual appropriation for the 

maintenance of swimming in Newton. It was thought proper to 

wait.until the Commission had received a communication from His 

Honor the Mayor to that extent. 

The Superintendent was authorized to buy 100 cubic yards 

of loam from Mr. Timothy D. ~eonard. 

The meeting adjourned subject to a call for a special 

meeting to consider the bathing situation. 
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june 29, 1916. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on this 

date at City Hall at .8 P. M., Mr. Brewer in the chair. Messrs. 

Johnson, Lyons, Car.t er and Superintendent Hermann were present. Hie. 

Honor Mayor Childs was present by invitation from the chairman. 
; 

After the reading of the minutes, which were approved, the 

Commission discussed the bathing situation and authorized the 

Superintendent to start the systematic use of the shower bathe at 

the Stearne and Bowen Schools •. 

The Superintendent was authorized to continue the consultation 

with the Metropolitan Park Commission about the further development 

of bathing along the Charles River. He was further directed to 

continue bathing at Upper Falls with the bath house in the old place. 

The Superintendent was given authority to erect a. simple fence 

along the ,front of Mr. McGuire's land adjoining Boyd Park. 

The Commission then took up the consideration of bathingat 

Crystal Lake. The whole bathing situation as it had existed since 

about the beginning of the bath house was reviewed. The vote from 

the Board of Aldermen was carefully considered, and the Commission 

seemed unanimous that bathing ought to be continued at Crystal Lake. 

His Honor Mayor Childs strongly urged that bathing be con

tinued and offered to help in every.way possible to make the 

bathing at Crystal Lake satisfactory to all the people concerned. 

The chairman, Mr. Brewer,.put the-following question before 

the Commission: "Are you prepared to promise that the Pl~yground 

Com~iasion will not want the bath·house at Crystal Lake next year 

unless something is done to right the whole matter next year?" 

He then explained that he had in mind the idea of re-ernbursing Mr. · 

Miller to th~ extent of about one-half of the taxes which he paid 

I 
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for the land which is used for bathing •. 

The Commission agreed that this should be done. Mr. Brewer I tried to get Mr. l.!iiler by telephone but failed ao it was left to 

I 

I 

-Mr. Brewer to ~ut this propo~ition before Mr. Miller the next 

morning. If Mr. Miller accepted the proposition~ the Chairman was to 

authorize the Superintendent to proceed at onoe putting the bathing 

station in the best possible condition and to get the proper men to 

run it. 

Upon Mr. Carter's recommendation~ the Superintendent was 

directed to send letters to individual cit.izens of Newton Centre 

and Newton Highlands explaining what was to be done at the Crystal 

Lake bathing ·station this season. Mr. Johnson wa~ requested to 

furnish a list of names. 

A communication was read from the Auburndale Woman's Club, 

Department of Education~ which urged the erection of a bathing 

station near the new playground at· Auburndale Park. This mfi,tter 

was left to the Superintendent in connection with his consultation 

with the Metropolitan Park Commission. 

Mr. Brewer then brought the attention of the Commission to 

the situation of the tennis courts at Waban which were on pr1vate 

land. On account of the matter not needing immediate attention, 

it was voted to_postpone the consideration of the same to a later 

date. 

The Superirit endent submitted an invitation from the Play

ground and Recreation Association of America to the Commission 

to attend the National Congress of this Association at Grand 

Rapids~ Michigan~ from October 2nd to 6th~ 1916~ 
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July 27, 1916. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on this 

date at City Hall at 8 o'clock, Messrs. Brewer, Carter, and Super

intendent Hermann present. The minutes of the previous. meeting were 

read and a wroved. 

The Superintendent reported on the bathing situation in Newton 

and the work which had been done. at Crystal Lake and the arrangements 

there in supervision,-8 o'clock in the morning until 10 in the 

evening; also arr~ngernel";lts for bathing for girls on Monday and 

Friday afternoons and all day Wednesdays at which time a matron, 

Mrs. Morton, is present. The Superintendent re-appointed Mr. Mullen 

as life· guard and Mr. Waters as director. On account of the noise 

in the early rnorni~g which was complained of, the Police Department 

now have an officer at the Lake from 6 o'clock to 8 o'clock so there 

'. '...; 
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is supervision there from 6 in the morning until 10 in the evening. I 
The directord also take turns in bein~ at the Lake more or less on 

Sundays in order t·o control the situation. 

The Superintendent .was instructed to make a comprehens 1 ve 

report on the futur~evelopment of bathing along the Charles River 

and at Crystal Lake 1 such statement to contain what arrangements it 

would be poeeible to make in connection with the Metropolitan Park 

Commission, the whole to include the aproxirnate expense of structures., 

etc. which would be needed. 

The Superintendent reported about the conditions at the Bowen 

School shower baths 1 and advised that the School Department be urged 

to make a similar arrangement with the janitor and a matron to 

provide for bathing children durine the day time. 

The Superintendent was further directed .to make careful note 

of the needed changes_at the Waban tennis courts on account of their 

I 
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being on private .land. The mistake was made by a former Forest 

Commissioner who constructed them without regards for boundary II linea. These changes would.become necessary on account of the 

·owners contempla~ing the enlargement of their church building. 

II 

II 

Such changes would probably in~ol~e a special appropriation for 

1.917. 

·' Mr. Brewer stated that Mr. Addison Burnham, who had the 

matter of the Newton Centre Playground land belonging to the 

Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board in hand, :Qad made an 

arrangement with Mr. W. N. Davenport of the Water and Sewerage 

Board whereby t.he status quo .which had existed about the use of 

their land should be maintained until September when a final 

settlement should be brought about. This means that the·Play

ground Department shall continue to use the land as it has in 

· the past. 

The Supe-rintend~nt reported on- the ·aestrU.ction of the 

· bubbler at Allison Park for the second time since the winter. 

'.l;'he bubbler and pipe connect.ions had been broken off· and stolen. 

The Cornmission authorized the Superintendent to qiscontinue the 

repairing of this bubbler and not to replace it unless the boys 

then:selvea would raise the money for such repairs. 

The chairman then requested a statement from the SUperin

tendent about the director, Mr. Donahue, at the Upper F:alla 

Playground, pertaining to a rumor that he had been involved in 

the arrest of a number of young men for gambling on the Lord's 

Day. The Superintendent reported what he knew about the sit~ation 

which seemed to be that Mr. Donahua had been present when this 

raid was made but that he did not seem to be involved in the 

matter personally. The Commission thoug~t that the matter 

should be investigated further and that it might be necessary· 
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to ask Mr. Donahue to appear before the Commission. 

The Superintendent reported on the baseball situation in 

West Newton and Upper Falls on account of a great deal of 

criticism which had arisen about favoring the Newton Catholic 

Club and the Newton Upper Falls A. A. It seemed necessary to 

bring about a somewhat different management of these grounds on 

account of the fact that young men's -teams are constantly growing 

up which are also entitled to secure these playgrounds on some 

Saturday afternoons. The Superintendent was instructed to continue 

handling the situation as he had in the past 1 but that next spring 

the whole matter should be more carefully considered. 

The land situation adjoining the HOrace Mann School was 

then considered. The Superintendent called attention to the 

letters he had received from the Cliff and Campbell Company 

stating that they contemplated the erection of a number of .houses 

on the adjoinin~ land in the very near future. The Superintendent 

reported that he had called the attention of His Honor the Mayor 

to the situation and also to the Improvement Society and other 

interested parties/ The Superintendent was instructed to consult 

further with the president of· the Newtonville Improvement Society. 

The Commission then considered the erection of a sanitary 

station at West Newton Common for which an appropriation of $2000 

is available. The Superintendent was instructed to take up the 

matter at once with the architect who constructed the sanitary 

station at Newton Upper Falls and to report at the earliest possible 

moment. 

The Commission deemed it advisable to hold another meeting as 

soon as the necessary data about the sanitary had been obtained. · 

The meeting adjourned. 

I 
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August 18, 1916 • 

A regular meeting of ·the Playground Commission was held on this 

date, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons and Superintendent 

Hermann present. 

The Commission first discussed the bathing situation at 

Crystal Lake, and thought that matters had run along fairly satis

factory. The chairman was authorized to find out if the bath house 

could be left in its present location. The Superintendent was 

.instructed to prevent all Sunday bathing as far as possible. 

The final plane of the proposed sanitary building at West 

Newton Common were submitted and after considerable discussion 

were approved. 

The Superintendent was instructed to secure permission from 

Hie Honor the Mayor to issue the contract without further adver

tising if this seemed advi,sable. 

In ordel\to facilitate the erection of the building, the 

Superintendent was authorized to proceed with the contract, etc. 

providing the total amount of construction, advertising, etc •. would 

not exceed the appropriation of $2000. oo'. 
The meeting adjourned. 

November 22, 1916. 

A special meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this date, Messrs. Brewer, JOhnson, Carter, Lyons, Angier and 

. ·Superintendent Hermann present. 

The records of the previous meeting were .read and approved. 
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A request from Mr. Miller to move the bath house at Crystal 

Lake immediately according to our agreement was discussed} and it 

was voted to instruct the Superintendent to remove it and to use 

the same, if possible, as a shelter house for the skaters at 

Bulloughs Pond. 

The Commission further voted to grant the Superintendent 

permission to construct a hockey rink at Bullougha Pond. 

The Superintendent reported on-the construction and completion 

of the sanitary shelter at the West Newton Playground. The report 

was accepted. 

The annual budget for 1917 was then taken up and considered 

item by item. After considerable discussion, it was voted to 

submit the budget to His Honor Mayor Childs. 

Special attention was given to the matter of the purchase 

of an auto truck and the conBtruction of proper bath houses for 

Crystal Lake, Ailison Park and Auburndale Playground. 

The Commission voted to recommend to the Board of Aldermen 

that the matter of bath houses for the City of Newton be con

sidered as a aeparate item apart from the aa~ual budgetof the 

Department. 

The Superintendent further· reported in connection with the 

budget that the expenses for shower baths at the Stearns and 

Bowen Schools would be slightly higher for the coming year on 

account of the n6cessity of charging to this item the expenses 

for heating since the School Department could not properly charge 

this to bathing as they have no such account for the summer work. 

s~_)TH l 
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1917. 

April 20, 1917. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this date at City Hall, West Newton, Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Johnson, 

Lyons, Angier and Superintendent Hermann present. The minutes of the 

previous ~eeting were read and approved. 

A letter from Mr. Cox regarding some needed changes on the 

West Newton Playground was read. The letter complained about water 

which, during the winter frosts and rains, w9uld flow from the Play

ground onto the Middlesex and Boston Street Railway tracks, 

occasionally causing considerable nuisance and damage to the tracks. 

The letter recommended the installing of a special drain. The Corn-

mission instructed the Superintendent to make the necessary changes 

during the year to prevent this nuisance during the coming winter. 

A letter from Mrs. Newbert, whose residence adjoins the 

unused section of the Waban Playground, was also. read. The letter 

complained about weeds on that part of the Playground. The Corn

mission left the matter in the ha~ds of the Superintendent. 

The Commission instructed the Superintendent to consult with 

the people of the Church of the Good Shepherd regarding the removal 

of the Wab~n tennis courts on account of their being on land owned 

by the Church. 

The Superintendent reported that a verbal request had been 

made by Mr. MacDonald, Supervisor of Nature Study in the Public 

Schools of Newton, for one-quarter acre of land on each of the 

following playgrounds,- Lower Falls, Waban, Newton Centre; this land 

to be used for school gardening and some for home gardening. 
' ··. 

The Superintendent also· submitted a request from the Newton 

Sub-Committee on Food Production and Qonservation for the land which 

. 
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might be available for planting purposes on the piaygrounda, Mr. Colton 

having made a verbal~equeat for this land to the Superintendent. 

At the request of the Superintendent, the Forest Commissioner put 

the whole matter in writing, and the letter was read to the Com-

missioners. 

The Superintendent showed on the plana of the various play-

grounds that there were about eight acres of land available,-

Upper Falls 13,000 sq. ft., Waban 64,000 sq. ft., Cabot 24,000 sq. ft., 

Newton Centre 100,000 sq. ft., Newton Highlands 20,000 aq. ft., and 

Lower Falls 125,000 sq. ~t. 

After carefully discussing the matter of continuing the 

playgrounds activities on the Newton Playgrounds as in former years 

and considering the necessity of co-operating in every way possible 

with the N·ewton Public Safety Committee, the following motion was 

unanimously passed by the Playground Commission: 

"The Playground Corrmission votes to authorize the Super

intendent of the Department to issue permits to the Newton Committee 

on Public Safety for all the available land on the City playgrounds 

for the year 1917 which is suitable for farming and which is not 

aa yet being used for regular playground work." 

The Superintendent was instructed to send a copy of this 

resolution to the secretary of the Newton Committee on PUblic Safety, 

Mr. Morton E. Cobb, and also to inform the secretary of the Sub-

Committee on Food Production and Conservation of this vote. 

The Superintendent was further· instructed to notify Mr. 

Alfred B. MacDonald that the Commission had voted to turn over all 

the available land on the playgrounds to the Committee on Public 

Safety. The Commission thought it best not to give a separate permit 

to the Supervisor of Nature Study believing that the whole matter 

should be handled by the Public Safety committee, which would 
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undoubtedly turn over to Mr. MacDonald such land as he desired. 

The Superintendent submitted a letter from Miss Bryson, the 

clerk and stenographer of the Department, for the consideration of 

an additional raise in her salary for 1917, making her salary $15.00 

which seemed to be the minimum wage which the clerks at City Hall 

would receive. The Superintendent was instructed to transfer with 

the approval of the Commission the letter from Miss Bryson to His 

Honor the Mayor requesting His Honor if he approved the same to 
' 

submit the letter to the Board of Aldermen. 

The Commission then adjourned. 

May 16 1 191 7. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on 

this dS:te, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson~ Carter, Lyons, Angier and Super-

intendent Hermann present. 

Letters from the Public Safety Committee acknowledging with 

thanks permission to use about seven acres of land situated on the 

various playgrounds in Ne\rton were read and ordered to be placed on 

file. 

A letter was received from the manager of the Beechwood 

A. C. asking for a sanitary building .for Cabot Park. It was thought 

in advisable to try and secure an appropriation for a sanitary 

building and dr·essing rooms for this Ple~yground this year. Upon 

the suggestion of the Superintendent, he was instructed·to secure a 

small tent for the use of the baseball players during the summer. 

A letter was received from Mrs. Fleu complaining about the 

thrm~ing of en:pty bottles and other waste material onto her land 

adjoining the West Newton Playground. ·The Superintendent was 

instructed to place special waste barrels along the fence and to 
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secure the co-operation of the Police Department in trying to stop 

this nuisance. 

A letter from the Norumbega Park Company inviting the 

girls' tea~e of Newton to play on the new baseball field was read 

and placed on file. The Su~erintendent was instructed to consult 

further with the Norumbega Park Company. 

A letter from Miss BrysonJ stenographer in the Playground 

Department) was received. The Playground Commissioners did not . 
think it advisable to push the matter further except that· the 

members individually would see what could be done to secure the 

extra dollar per week. 

The Comrr.iesioners voted to buy thirty-five (35) copies of 

Mr. Hermann's "Outline of Physical Education". 

A letter from the Mothers' Club was read. The Superintendent 

was instructed to acknowledge with thanks the donation of $100.00 

from them which was to help towards the fur~herance of the play-

ground work in Newton. 

The Commission then proceeded to consider the annual budget 

as passed by the Board of Aldermen. The various changes were care-

fully noted, and the Superintendent was instructed to carry through 

the work for the year according to the various appropriations made 

for the diffsren~ kinds of work. 

The Commission voted the same salary for the Superintendent 

as in the previous year. 

Letters froru Mr. Bacon and Mr. Angier referring to the 

matter of removing the tennis courts off the land now owned by the 

Church of the Good Shepard were read. The Playground Commission 

thought it wise to let the matter rest for the time being 1 as Mr. 

Angier suggestedJ hoping that a.better solution could be found 

since it would be chea~er to buy the land than to remove the tennis 
r 
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courts. 

The Superintendent was instructed, if it were possible, to II construct two islands in Bulloughs Pond for the purpose of installing 

removable arc light posts. 

II 

II 

The Commissioners approved the plans and specifications for 

the bath house at Allison Park, requesting the Superintendent to secure 

all possible co-operation with the Metropolitan Park Commission. 

The meeting then·adjounred. 

June 27, 1917. 

A re5~lar ~eeting of the Playground Commision was held on 

this date, Mr. Brewer in the chair. Commissioners Johnson, Carter, 

Angier, Lyons and Superintendent Herrrartn w~re present. 

Corresp6ndence, relating to the reports on the water 

conditions in the Charles River along Allison Playground, from the 

Metropolitan Park C6mmission together with copies ·of a report from 

the State Board of Health were read and ordered to be kept on file for 

future reference. 

The sub-committee appointed at the previous meeting to 

consider the plans for the Allison bath house and the sanitary 

building at Newton Highlands made its report, submitting blue prints 

showing·the layout and details of construction. 

A letter from the Metropolitan Park Commission was read 

giving authority to erect the bath house, but stating their inability 

to do anything at the present time in co-operating with the Newton 

Department in developing a beach. 

The Playground Commission then considered the plans for the 

Allison bath house, and approved the plans and location. It seemed 
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that on account of the great increase in the price of material and 

labor that an additional $600.00 would be :aeeded to carry out the 

complete plans as approved by the sub-committee. The Comrr,ission 

voted to request His Honor the Mayor to submit to the Board of 

Aldermen a request for an additional appropriation of $600.00. 

The Commission also authorized the Superint:;::;ndent to 

request the Mayo1· to give him -pcrmi seion to ask for special bids 

.. ·.. .·: 5 v 
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on the construction of the bath house at Allison without advertising 

in order to facilitate the immediate erection of the same. 

The Commission then approved the plans and layout of the 

Newton Highlands sanitary building, and instructed the Superintendent 

to proce•d with the advertising, etc. 

The Superintendent then reported on the baseball situation 

in West Newton which was again somewhat difficult to handle on 

account of the growing needs of local teams, notably the teams 

supported by the Neighborhood HOuse. He said that it seemed that 

the Newton Catholic Club had given up its organization for the year, 

but that the West Newton A. A. had been formed, which was made up 

of local talent and n,errbers of the local rr.ilitary organizations, and 

in vie·~v of their probably being enlisted in the national service 

·and their removal from this locality, their op9ortunities for play 

at home would be few. He asked permission to be allowed to give 

reasonable preference to this team. This the Commision voted~ 

The Commission adjourned. 

I 
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July 18, 1917. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Gommission was held on 

this date, Messrs. Brew·er ,, Johnson, Carter, Angier, Lyons and 

Superintendent Hermann pre :3ent. 

The f.ollowing orders 'Nere received from the Board of 

Aldermen:-

Order #44771 traRsferring. to the Playground Commission the 

matter of f·itting up tne Parks for the use of the public. The 

Super int en dent was instructed to outline a plan,_ ·which would meet 

this suggestion, for the further consideration of the Commissioners 

·at a later meeting. . 

Order #44771 containing a report from the Public Works on 

the report of the Efficiency Expert that the matter of playground 

maintenance b~ placed in the care of the Forestry Department was 

noted. The Playground Commissioners discussed the advisability of 

doing this at scme length, but thought it was not necessary for 

them to express any opinions to g9 .on record at this time. 

A letter from Mrs. Mary C. Palmer, President of the Newton 

Federation of Women's Clubs, thanking the Department for the 

assistance given them at their field day at Claflin Field, was 

read. The President at the same time enclosed a check for $75.00 

to be used as a "nest egg" for the construction of a dancing platform 

for the city of Newton. The Superintendent was instructed to 

acknowledge the letter and the donation. 

The opinion was also expressed that it would be wise to 

give this matter some publicity, and the discussion further brought 

out that more publicity should be secured for matters pertaining to 

the playground work in Newton. 
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Mr. Lyons waa requested to open the bids which would be 

received at the City Hall on July-19th for the construction of the 

sanitary at the Newton Highlands Playground. 

The Commission then discussed tbe various bide received for 

the construction of the bath house at Allison Playground. The bid 

of F. W. Stevens for $2435 was rej"ected and the bid o{ Richard White 

for $3300 was accepted. Mr. M1ite's bid was accepted providing the 

Superintendent cou~d conclude a bontract for immediate erection and 

conmlet ion of the job. 

!Vir. Brewer read a letter· from the Mayor about maintaining 

a life guard at Crystal Lake as in previous years .. The Commissioners 

were unanimous in believing that the sertse of the Board of Aldermen 

in refusing the appropriation for ~aintaining ba~hing at Crystal 

Lake rr.eant that they should not conduct activities there. The 

chairman was asked to act as a committee to consult further with. 

His Honor the Mayor about this matter. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

' ~ ~ 

'· ..... I' 
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I 
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Sept ember 26, 1917. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on this 

4ate, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons and Superintendent 

Hermann-present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Super_int.endent made a report, at the request of the 

chairman, about Mr. Paul -A. Wat.ers, the playground director. The 

Playground Commissioners expressed their approval of the Superin

tendent's action in this matter. 

The matter of asking for a special appropriation for the 

grading of the fou.r new lots acquired back of the Horace Mann 

Playground was then taken up. The Commission thought that if His 

Honor Mayor Childs thought it advisable to ask for an appropriation 

this year that such a request should be made. The Superintendent 

was authorized to consult with the Mayor and if the Mayor should 

approve such an appropriation at this time, the Playground Commission 

would stand ready to back his request. 

The Superintendent reported on the matter of grading which 

was to be done at the Newton Centre Playground and for which a 

special appropriation of $300 was available. Since the general 

scheme of grading in front of the Recreation Building could not be 

carried out, owing to the land being used for war gardena, the 

Superintendent asked permission to use this money to build a large 

piazza in front of the Building. The Playground Commission requested 

the chairman to ccnsult with the chairman of the Finance Committee 

of the Board of Aldermen to ascertain if the Playground Commission 

could make such a change. 

83 
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The construction of islands for holding the electric light 

poles in Bulloughs Pond, and the construction of special hydrants 

for Bulloughe Pond, Newton Centre and West· Nevwton for skating 

purposes wa~ authorized providing sufficient money was available. 

The Playground Comrr.ission approved the sample sign which 

was· erected on the West Newton Playground, ancl authorized the 

further erect ion of this type of playground signa.· 

T.he Commission then adjourned. 

Noverrber 22, 1917. 

A special meeting was held on this date at the request 

of the Aldermen Committee on Bathing Fac.ilities in Newton. 

Messrs. Brewer and Johnson were present, and Messrs. Allen 1 

Angier and Hapgood of the Alder~en Committee. 

The evening was spent in discussing the bathing 

ei tuat ion in Newt on as it now exi at a, and a ·plan which might 

be followed in gradually developing the splendid opportunities 

which exist in Newton, especially the situation as it exists 

at qrystal Lake. 

The discussion considered the natural facilities available 

and also what artificial development might be necessary. 

\. ~\ , . 

\_ 
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A·regular meeting of·the Playground-Commission·was held on this date, 

Messrs. Brewer, Johns~n, Carter, Lyons, Angier and Superintendent Hermann 

present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Johnson, it was voted that a committee of 

three be appointed to consider ways and means of co-operation with the 

Newton Comnti.ttee on Public Safety. 

Superintendent Hermann reported that a special water connection 

had been put in at Bulloughs Pond, but that it seemed inadvisable ·at this 

~ime to con~truct the other hydrants which had been planned for West 

Newton and Newton Centre. 

The annual budget was then considered item by item, and was 

essentially approved along the pr!9pared line.s. After consideration, it · 

was voted to eliminate all items for new construction on ac9ount of the 

war .this year. It seemed advisable, however, to at least suggest that 

an appropriation be made for the grading of the ·newly acquired land at 

the Horace Mann Playgroun.d, and to leave it to the Board of Aldermen 

·to determine whether this should be done this year. 

The Superintendent reported that owing to the fact that we had 

requests for help from private schools and others in laying out foot 

ball fields, etc.,. it might be advisable to have a small charge account. 

Such an account would also help if the Newton Centre Recreation building 

.were turned over to the City since it might be necessary to charge for 

some of the activities carried on in this b~ilding. The Superintendent 

ws.e directed to consult with the Comptroller·of Accounts about this matter. 
~ 

Mr. Johnson recomrr;ended that a small area at the Newton Highlands 

end of Crystal Lake be kept clean for skaters of that distric~~ 

recommendation was adopted. 

The 
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[ I April 18, 1918 

On April 18th, 1918, ~ meeting of the Playground Commission 
: " 

was held, Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons, Angier and 

Superintendent present. The Superintendent reported the appropria

tions from the Board of Aldermen. It was found that the Playground 
' . 

Commission had recommended·that the Superintendent was authorized 
' t ' to carry out supervision and maintenance of grounds along the lines 

of the fall budget as drawn 1by the Playground Commission·in their 
. I 

December meeting. He was instructed to make such alterations 

according to the changes i~,amounts granted. 

The'Superintendent repqrted upon the War Activities in which 

the Playground Department assists. He mentioned the co-operation 

with the Red Cross of Newton, first by helping the Newton Centre 
I 

Red Cross Chapter, establi~hing its headquarters in the Recreation 

Building on the Newton Cen~re Playground; also that the children 
I I 

were doing handwork such as crocheting, needle work, etc. for the 
I ' 

Red Cross Headquarters in Newtonville. 
~ I 

He pointed out that the occupation work during the summer 
' 

would practically consist bbly of work for the Red Cross. 

He mentioned that the~Playground Department was constantly 

keeping the playgrounds fit: for outdoor practice of the Constabulary. 

He also mentioned that a good deal of the work consisted of work on 
I . 

the school gardens and pat;r~otic affairs; first conducted by the 

Women's Clubs of Newton. 

He further pointed out. that ~he Playground Department assisted 

in summer concerts and dan
1

c~s which were conducted by the Ladies {;'~"'~(j~) 
I i . 

Circle. He further showed where this year, the Playground Department 
I 1 
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could plant potatoes and beans on the Waban Playground since all 

the land was not to be used by local people. He mentioned the 

fact that a number of employees of the Department have their own 

gardens. 

The Department has designed a Liberty Booth for the Liberty 

Loan Committee and transported the booth to the different parts 

of Newton. 

The Superintendent read a letter received from Mr. Clark and 

his answer: The Playground Commission approving the tone of the 

letter. The Playground CoJmnission, after discussion, voted that 

no bathing should be conducted at Crystal Lake, but all the other 

places should be opened as soon as the weather required it. 

The Playground Commission adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

I 

I 

I 
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November 11, 1918 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held . ; 

November 11, 1918. Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons, Angier 

and Superintendent Hermann were present. 
~ 

Mr. Brewer.reviewed the playground work and condition of 
I 

the playgrounds in Newton duri,ng the past season. This review was 

to serve as a basis of consideration for the 1919.budget. 

The review indicated that the children/s corner of Farlow 

Park should be continued during the next year. The Superintendent 
i I 

1 I 

was directed to conduct skating on the pond at Farlow Park this 
\ 

winter. It was thought wise.to include maintenance and supervision 

for Burr Playground for 1919 since it seemed probable that the play-

ground would be ready for us~ in the coming year. 
I ' 

i I . 
A bathhouse for th~iAuburndale Playground was given exclusive 

consideration. The opinion prevailed that such a bathhouse should 

be our first consideration under the i tern of new construction since 

it was in the interest of both Auburndale and West Newton to have 
' 

supervised bathing in this locality. 

The Superintendent.reported a harvest of about seventy 

bushels of potatoes and about two bushels of beans. He asked per-

mission to turn this over to,the Poor Department and since most of 
' I 

the workmen of this Department had boys in the service it would be 

a graceful thing to give to each man about 5 bushels of·potatoes, 

especially since their crop in their war gardens had been a failure. 

The Commission gra"nted this d.istribution to our men providing the 
l i 
I ~ 

Mayor would officially endorse it. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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January 7, 1919 

A meeting of the Playground Conimission was held January 7, 

1919. Messrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Angier and Superintendent 

Hermann, present. 

The annual budget for 1919 was under consideration by the 

Commission. The different items were separately considered and 

separately approved. It was voted unanimously to submit the sum 

of $34,363.33 as the total appropriation needed for the year 1919. 

The Playground Commission asked the Superintendent to make 

a verbal report of the condition of the playgrounds; which he 

did. The Playground Commission approved the changes in the lock 

of the dike on Boyd Playground which the Superintendent made in 

December without first submitting the intended scheme of repairs 

to the Commission. 

The Superintendent submitted a letter received from 

Mr. Johnson calling his attention to the conditions of the 

sanitaxy on Newton Highlands Playground. Mr. Johnson explained 

that the Women's Club of Newton Highlands had called his at

tention to the damaged conditions of the windows of the building. 

The Superintendent reported that he had received a similar com

plaint from the Newton Highlands Improvement Association and read 

a letter of correspondence between himself and the Building 

Commissioner.· He reported that the building would soon be put 

into first class condition. 

The Commission then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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January 6,1922. 

A yegular meeting of the Playground Commission was held on this 

date at City Hall, Wes;t New:ton, Me_ssrs. Brewer, Johnson, Carter, Lyons, 

Angier and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The commission entered into a general discussion regarding the 

aqvieability of general retrenchment this year. It was the consensus 
' 

of opinion· that owing to the public demand and the use to which the 

playgrounds are being put there could not be any reduction in main-

te.nance expenses. . ·' 

The SuperinteD:dent was authorized to get some estimates on 

expepses for repairing the trees on all the Newton Playgrounds. The 
.... 

Commission _discussed at length the consideration of new tennis courts 

for Newton Highlands, Waban, Newton Upper Falls and Boyd Playgrounds. 
. . 

They considered the advisabil~ty of a Po~er Lawn Mower and also the 
V· . 

proposition of accepting the Public C~ration Account now managed by 
------

the Forestry Department. 

The Commission agreed that proper buildings were needed; first 

at Cabot Playground; second at Bullough's Pond and third on Boyd Play

ground and that the order of need for tennis courts was:l.Newton High

lands: 2.Waban: 3~Boyd: 4 Upper Falla. 

The Commission decided after careful consideration to ask for 

an ~ppropriation of $900 for architect's fees and expenses for plane 

and specifications for two buildings in order to determine the coat of 

such build~ngs. The chairman was authorized to make a request for this 

appropriation to Hie Honor, Mayor Childs. The chairman informed the 

Commission that the City Solicitor had given hie opinion that the 

Commission could charg~ for extra accomodationa~; that licensing for lc picnics etc., waa a proper function of the Playground Comrroiaaion, but 

that the legality of letting privileges was not quite clear. 

The Chairman called attention to the necessity of broader planning 
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for playgrounds in the Qity of Newton and apportioned the city to 

different members of the Commission. He also spoke of the need of 

an inclosed athletic field and pointed out that the triangle rr.ade. by 

Commonwealth Avenue and Homer Street and Walnut Street might prove to 

be a desirable location. Mr. Johnson and Mr. Lyons were appointed a 

comn:ittee to consider the advisability for charging for special privi

leges and the advisability and law of collection etc., on Playgrounds. 

The Commission favored the issue of a report to His Honor, the Mayor. 

The Commission adjourned to meet January 13th. 

January 13,1922. 

A special meeting of the Playground Commission was held at the 

. --.... ' . 

\': 

City Club on this date. Messrs. Brewer, Carter, Johnson, Lyons, Angier 

and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The Commission carefully considered the annual budget item by item. 

After the completion the superintendent was instructed to forward the 

revised budget to Hie Honor, the Mayor. The summary of the budget as 

approved is.herewith appended. 

The chairman was requested to find out if the Playground Commission 

is liable for damage done while performing work for citizens of Newton. 

This was suggested during the consideration of the charge.Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann, superintendent. 

I 
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SUMMARY OF BUDGET I I 

Note!'OiasaTITcation ori basis of 1921 printed budget • 
. ' 
f t' 

.. I· 

SALARIES 1981 
--a:~uperintendent ·: 1975.00 

b. Clerk r c 1000. o·o 
c.Temporary Clerk · ': 60.00 

·A. Playground Directors·: i · · . · ·. 11500. 00; 
B. Sunday Sports (in: 1921: 1inc•. in Mtnce 1600.00 
C. Twilight Games (New thi:s year) · ---- --
D. Bathhouse Attend~nta i . 2100.00 

i. I 

OFFICE EXPENSES . " 
' : ~' 

• i 
CONCERTS AND DANCINGON TH_E GREEN 

~ I 

MAINTENANCE OF GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS 

500~00 

----- --
900.00 

19400.00 

($1600. 00 ·for Sunday S:p~~ts excluded 
Skating included,al~o $500.00.carried 
under rntnce~repair(~ate~~als)in 1921 • 

EQUIPMENT 

CONSTRUCT TO.!_ 

.. 
' . I ' 

.• ( 

!t " 

. f \ 

Special 1 ,· 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION 

CONSJ.E.!JCT·ION 

OUTSIDE CHARGE ACCOU}IT 

: ! 

' ; 

,, . 

~ 
. 

' ' 
. i 
' I, • 

! 
. : I 

. ;, I 

' r 
'· 

' r . 
•, I 

( ·. 

. 4224-. 40 

1400.00 
'44~59.40 

1922 
2200.00 
1100.00 

180.00 
13505.00 

1600.00 
1200.00 
2200.00 

665.00 

1250.00 

1100.00 

:,25494. 75 

4609.65 

55089.40 

8500.00 

500.00 

q61t 
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April 13, 1922 

A Playground Commission meeting was held at City Hall at 

eight o'clock with the Chairman presiding. Messrs. Johnson 

Angier and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The minutes· of the· last meeting were read and approved. 

The Chairman reported upon his meeting with the Finance 

Committee in considering the annual budget of the department. 

The chairman also reported on an interview with Mr. Dixon, 

a Field Secretary of the National Playground and Recreation 

Association of America. The Commission decided not to grant 

his request that he be given exclusive authority for visiting 

Newton. 

The Playground Commission voted to discontinue the issue 

of permits for gardening on the public playgrounds with the 

exception of a permit to one of the tenants of a building on 

the Newton Centre Playground~. 

By vote of the Playground Commission the Islington Play

ground was turned over to the Forestry Department for care 

and maintenanc~ since there seemed to no need at the present 

.time for a playground in this vicinity, on account of the new 

Auburndale Playground. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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November 23, 1922 

The Playground Commission meeting was held on Thursday, 

November 23rd, with Mr. Brewer in the chair. Messrs. Johnson, 

Angier, Lyson and Superintendent Hermann present. 
. . 

The Superintendent was asked to make a verbal report about 

conditions pertaining to the Ede~ Avenue Playground. He reported 

that in August the Building Commissioner erected a portable 

building without the permission of the Playground Department and 

that the new Davis School was planned to take in a foot of the 

land belonging to the Playground and about 30 feet for a service 

drive back of the school; that he was asked to inspect the plans 

of the new school but when he did so the architect informed him 

that it was too late to make any changes. He reported that upon 

advice of the Chairman of the Playground Comr11ission that he had 

called the attention of His Honor, Mayor Childs, to these matters 

and that he had sent a l~tter to the Building Commissioner that 

the Playground Commission would approve the matter of the building 

on the Eden Avenue Playground this time, but that in the future 

they requested consultation about such matters; and that the 

playground should be returned to its proper shape in time for the 

use of the playground next spring. 

The Playground Commission then considered the conditions of 

the new Hawthorne Street Playground. OWing to the deposit of 

1~ feet of loamy peat it would be advisable, on account of the 

value of the material, and because a proper surface could not be 

made with this peat, to remove this material since it was es-

timated that there was about 3,g50 cubic yards of this material 

to be removed. The Playground Commission unanimously approved 

that His Honor, Mayor Childs, be asked for an immediate appropriation 

I 
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of $4,000 for this purpose .. The Playground Commission believe that 

in doing this at once it would be a most economical way of developing 

this playground since the excavated·area would offer an opportunity 

for the deposit of ashes for this district during the w'inter. This 

would save money for the Street De,partment and furnish a proper 

foundation for a firm surface. This request was to be made at once 

but was to be subject to a clear title to the parcel of land involved. 

The Superintendent was directed to specially state this in the request 

for the appropriation. 

The Superintendent reported the matter of a warning received 

through the Street Commissioner.that there might be trouble in the 

form of damages from the Security Mills if we raised the level of 

Laundry Brook in order to maintain a skating rink at Cabot Playground. 

The Superintendent was directed to get the technical details from 

the City Engineer and legal advice from the City Solicitor. 

Before adjournment the Chairman arranged for a meeting of the 

Commission, November 16th, _at eight o'clock at City Hall. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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COMMISSION MEETINGS 
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January 12, 192S. 

A reguiar meeting of the Playground Commission was held, 
January 12th, at City Hall, West Newton, Mass., at g P.M. 
Mr. Carter, Chairman, Messrs. Johnson, Speare, Lyons, 
and Superintendent Hermann, present. 

The first business of the meeting was the consideration 
of asking the City Governm~nt for an appropriation of 
$1200. for the installation of an extensive lighting 
system at Bulloughs Pond for two hockey rinks. The 
Superintendent submi'tted plans and estimates. These 
plans were a reduction of the plans submitted a year 
previously. The SUperintendent also submitted a petition 
signed by hundreds of young men and told the Playground 
Commissioners that His Honor, the Mayor, would be glad 
to have the Playground Commission request such an 
appropriation at this time. 

The Playground Commission unanimously voted to submit 
a request for $1200. to the City Government for lighting 
two hockey rinks at Bulloughs Pond. 

The Superintendent reported on.the progress of erecting 
a toboggan slide on the Newton Centre playground. He 
reported that the tower for the slide has been erected 
after the Playground Commission had voted by telephone 
~0 use an unexpended balance from the Replacement of 
Equipment account of $294. for this purpose. 

The Playground Commission now voted unanimously to 
authorize the Superintendent to finish the toboggan slide 
by the purchase of a shute and walkway. Estimated cost 
of this being about $400. 

The Chairman cautioned the Superintendent to consult with 
the Comptroller of Accounts regarding the Playground Commission's 
right to make such an appropriation at this time. 

____-- The Playground Commission further considered a number of 
items concerning the management, etc., of Crystal Lake. The 
Superintendent submitted letters received from the State Board 
of Health. The Superintendent further called attention to 
further encroachments being made by abutters on the shores of 
Crystal Lake. The Superintendent was authorized to maintain 
judiciously the responsibility of preventing such encroachments. 
It was further decided to call the attention of this situation 
to the newly appointed committee of the Board of Aldermen on 
Crystal Lake. 

I 

I 

Mr. Charles F. Johnson, Jr.,called attention to the fact I 
that he had not heard of any progress being made about the ex-
change of city owned land with the standard Oil Company Station 
on the northwest side of the Newton Highlands playground. It 
was voted that the Superintendent follow this matter up and 
report. upon the progress. 
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The Playground Commissioners·discussed informally the 
matter of securing for permanent records, photographs of 
all the past andpresent Playground Commissioners and the 
Superintendent was instructed to secure said photographers. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held 
on this date. Messrs. Carter, Chairman; Charles F. John
son,_ Jr., Ralph 0. Henry, E. Ray Speare, and Superintendent 
Hermann, present. · 

It was voted to read the minutes of the previous meeting 
at the next regular meeting. 

The Commission consi~ered at length the request of the 
City of Newton School Board for permission to place a 
new Grammar School building on the south end of the 
Cabot playground. · 

The Chairman explained the-need of 'the School Board for 
a new building in that neighborhood. He pointed out that 
according to the members of the School Board there was no_ 
suitable land available in that neighborhood. 

The Superintendent, at the request of the Commission, 
then discussed the possibility of a school building on 
the Cabot playground, its benefits and the handicaps. 
He pointed out that a school building placed somewhere 
in the grove might prove a distinct asset but placed 
on the south end would involve a very large expense in 
replacing what we already have, namely, two baseball 
diamonds, a running track and a football field. Since, 
if the school building were placed at the south end it 
would go directly into the diamond, the running track 
and the football field and because it would further 
require the changing of the location of the children's 
playground since a children's playground should be near 
the ·school building if it is to be an asset and a 
help to the school in their physical education plan. 

The Playground Commission voted to request a joint 
meeting with the School Board and the arrangement for 
such a meeting was left to the Chairman. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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February 10, 19~·g. 

A meeting of the Playground Commission, members of the 
City Government and other city officials was held on the 
this date at the City Club,for the consideration of a location 
of a school on the Cabot playground. Mr. Albert P. Carter, 
Chairman, Messrs. Charles F. Johnson, Jr., E. Ray Speare, 
Thomas J. Lyons, Ralph C. Henry, and Superintendent Hermann 
were present. The School Board was ¥epresented by Messrs. 
Grosvenor Calkins, George H. Tracy, Superintendent Wheeler, 
and Mr. George Kellar. The City Gov~~nment was represented 
by Alderman Harry w. Fitts as Chairman of the Building . 
Committee, Mr. William B. Baker of the Legislation Committee, 
Mr. Cecil C. Chadwick, Building Commissioner and Mr. Joseph 
w. Bartlett, the City Sol~·citor .were also present. 

Mr. Tracy of the School Board explained in detail the 
need for a school building and the difficulties of finding 
a right location in Newtonville~ Mr. Carter presented 
t~e attitude of the Playground Commission in regards to 
using playgrounds for buildings. He expressed the desire 
of the Playground Commission to cooperate with the School 
Board in this problem. The Superintendent of Playgrounds 
was asked to show why the proposed location on the south 
side would involve an expense of over $40,000.00 for 
reconstruction of features already in existence. 

Mr. Tracy for the School Board, urged immediate 
action on this matter since, if.the Playground Commission 
approved of locating a building on the Cabot .playground, 
legislative machinery would have to be put into operation 
at once. 

M~. Bartlett, the City Solicitor, explained the 
legal aspects in the matter but did not commit himself 
as to the legal aspects which might be involved in using 
the land which was added for the C~ty being used for · 
other purposes than p£aygrounds. The Commission agreed 
to meet on the Cabot playground Sunday morning, February 12th 
at 9:30 to ~onsider the possibilities of vacant lots west 
of the south end of the Cabot playground. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst HermSJl,n 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
/. 

107 



I 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

February 12, 1928. 

The Playground Commission met with members of the 
School Board and Alder.man Fitts a.t the south end of 
the Cabot playground. A study of the immediate 
environment of the Playground was made. Open lots 
were inspected, but no agreement was reached. 

EH/P 

Respectfully. submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 

,. 
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February 14, 19?g. 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission 
was held February 14th for the consideration of the 
annual budget. Messrs. Charles F. Johnson, Jr., 
Thomas J. Lyons, Ralph c. Henry, E. Ray Speare 
and SUperintendent Hermann were present. Owing 
to the absence of the Chairman, Albert P. Carter, 
it was unanimously voted to have Mr. Charles F. 
Johnson, Jr., act as Chairman of the meeting. 

Mr. E. Ray Speare offered a vote that the 
Playground Commission formally disapprove the 
location of a school house in the south end of the 
Cabot playground. This was seconded by Mr. Thomas J. 
Lyons and after some discussion was unanimously 
accepted. The Superintendent was instructed to 
notify Mr. Carter as early as possible of this vote. 

The Playground Commission then took up the 
matter of the annual budget and considered it item 
by item. At the close of the meeting it was 
unanimously voted to adopt the budget for 1928 as 
amended by the Playground Commission at this meeting, 
and the Superintendent was directed to present the 
budget to His Honor, the Mayor. The meeting then 
adjourned. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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September 1g, 192g. 

A Playground Commission meeting was held September lgth, 
192g. Mr. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, Messrs. Johnson., 
Lyons, Henry, Speare and Superintendent Hermann present. 
The Playground Commission considered a number of items 
of the annual budget which were nearly exhausted. 

The Playground Commission decided to wait with a request 
for a further appropriation for Maintenance and for 
Supervision in the hope th~t the present appropriation 
might be sufficient to carry on with somewhat reduced work. 

The Playground Commission unanimously voted to request 
the City Government for an appropriation as follows: 

Worthington Tractor 
Grading & Finishing 
· up the Newton Centre 

toboggan slide 
Replacement of Equipment 

$700.00 

500.00 
500.00 

The Superintendent was authorized. to make a request for 
these items to the City Government. 

The Playground Commission also unanimously voted to 
request the City Go·vernment for an appropriation for 
Fencing the whole of the Boyd playground owing to the 
danger particul~ly during the skating season. The 
Superintendent was authorized to make this request for 
$2,000. . . ' . 

The Playground Commission authorized the Superintendent 
to close down bathing entirely and in case of need to consult 
with the Mayor what best to do. 

The Playground Commission upon the motion of Mr. 
Johnson instructed the Superintendent to study at the 
earliest possible moment the land in Newton Highlands 
suitable for a playground west of Walnut Street and the 
Metropolitan viaduct and to report back to the Commission 
at the earliest possible moment. 

' 
The Playground Commission further instructed the 

Superintendent to make a general study of all the Newtons 
with a view of presenting the need of purchasing of play
grounds to the City Government before pr~ces of land 
values would increase further. 
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The Superintendent reported the matter of street improve

ments of West Pine street leading to the Auburndale play
ground. It would seem in the interest of the general public 
that this street be imp~oved without calling upon the few 
abutters to participate in this improvement since it is 
the only approach to the playground and ends with the play
ground. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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November 1~, 192S. 

A meeting of the Playground Commission was held this 
date. Messrs. Carter, Speare, Henry and Superintendep.t 
Hermann present. Mr. Johnson,and Mr .. Lyons regretted 
absence. owing to unusual pressure of business. The Play
ground Commission carefully considered the financial needs 
of the Department. OWing to unusual weather conditions 
throughout the year both care and maintenance and super-

·vision accounts were exhausted. Tlie:re is an unusual 
attendance of children and young people on the playgrounds 
every day. This ~akes continuous supervision imperative. 

Besi?-es the extra work necessary in grass cutting, 
repairing washouts and care of the grounds due to intensive 
use, the P~ayground Department was forced to expend 
considerable money for labo:r in taking care of 20,000 cubic· 
yards 0£ fill which were sent to the Auburndale and the 
Cabot Playgrounds from cuts which the Public Works Department 
made at the Williams School in Auburndale and the High SChool 
in Newtonville. In order that this fill could be deposited 
at the Auburndale and the Cabot Play'grounds it was necessary 
for the Playground Department to do the leveling. For 
approximately ten weeks the gravel was sent to these grounds 
at the :rat;e of 200 :to 300 cubic yards a day. This has 
exhausted the funds available for labor and unless money is 
provided'the care and maintenance will have to cease in 
December. 

The Playground Commission unanimously voted to recommend 
an immediate appropriation as follows: 

A. Care and Maintenance--LABOR 
Materials, gas, light, coal 
and bills $1~50. 

B. Probable Water Dept's. Charges 2000. 

C. SUpervision 600. 

D. Replacement of Equipment 150. 

E. Completing Toboggan Slide 
at Newton Centre 500. . 

Total-------$~,700. 

Mr. Speare urged that_ the Commission ask again for the 
completion of the toboggan slide at Newton CentEe owing to 
the demand of the people of that district. He believes that 
the Playground Commission should try and secu:re this 
appropriation so that the slide could be used this winter. 

The Playground Commission further considered the matter 
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of submitting to· ~he City Government a list of areas 
suitable for playgrounds in order that. the·Oity might 
now acquire the land before the values rose further. 
The Superintendent reported that his work on this 
matter had progressed and that he would b~ ready 
before the end of the year to submit a list of 
such areas with recommendations. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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Supplementary not'es to Commission meeting held 
November 14, 1928 at the City Club. 

Messrs. ·Carter, Speare, Henry & Superintendent 
Hermann present. Messrs. Johnson & Lyons absent. 

I 
• I 

I 

i 
I 

After sending a let-ter to Mayor Childs for extra immediate 
appropriations as follows: .. ·: : .,. :~::_· .. :··o .. ' .·r··. 

A. Care and ,Maintena·nce--Labor 
Materials, gas, lighting, 
coal, etc.---------------- $1450. 

B. Possible:water Dept's. 
charges-------------- 2000. 

c. Supervision----------------- 600. 
I 

D. Replacem~nt of Equipment---- 150. 
I E. Completi~g Toboggan Slide 

at Newton Centre------.----- 500. 
l'otal-------$4,700. 

When the letter re~ched the Board of Aldermen November 
19th it was referred to the Finance Committee. The Finance 
Committee met.on Noveml?er· 26th at 7:45 and Mr. Carter was 
requested to appear before the Finance Committee. Both 
Mr. Carter.· and Mr. Hermann were present at the Finance 
Committee meeting. The Committee finally approved our 
requests as follows: _ · j · 

A. CARE AND:MAINTENANCE 
Labor,-materials,-and 
supplies---~------------ $~450. 

I 
I 

B. SUPERVIS~ON-------------- · 500 • 
. I 

6. REPLACE~NT OF EQUIPMENT 160. 
I Total--$21 0. 
I 

The Committee disapproved as inexpedient our request 
for ~oo. for Toboggan!Slide. 

I 

Mr. Collins, Cha~rman of the Finance Oommittee.requested 
the Playground Superintendent to send him ~~~eminder of the 
amounts and items voted upon at the Finance Committee meeting. 
This Mr. Hermann did, with Mr. carter's approval and personal 
signature. At the Board of Aldermen meeting, December 3rd, 
the above appropriations were passed as approved by the 
Finance Committee. Mr'. Hermann sent a copy of the items 
as approved to each member of the Playground Commission 
December 5th, 1928. , 

I 
I 

Respectfully submitted, 
! Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

EH/P Superintendent of Playgrounds~ 

:!$ -· 
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April 10 -

SPECIAL NOTES ON COMMISSION AFFAIRS 

AND MAIL VOTES DURING THE YEAR 1928 . ' 

Lette;r to Street D:epartment - finishing 
where brook was ·covere~ at Cabot Playground. 
was not sent after the Commissioners and Mr. 
discussed it. 

of grading job 
The letter 

Hermann 

May 24, -

Letter to the Playground Commissioners· announcing 
supplementary appropria~~on by the Board of Aldermen of 
$500.00 for Newton High:lands grading and other improvements 
and $700.00 for a float: at Crystal Lake. 

Messrs. Carter, Henry, and Speare answered by letter 
and approved' the procedure for these two· j'ob's. Mr. Lyons 
signified his approval of the matter by telephone. Mr. 
Johnson's approval was received later·. 

May 4- ! 
i I 

A Telephone Vote was this day received from the 
Playground C'ommissioner,s: individually. All approved 
following letter pertaining to a sidewalk along the 
Lower Falls Playground. 

Mr. George E. Stuart 
Street Commissioner , 
City Hall 

I ; 

West Newton, Massachusetts 
' ', l 

' I : 

Dear Sir: ~ : 

I 

May 5, 192g 

the 

The Playground Commission requests that a 
walk be laid along Grove Street within the playground 
at Lower Falls.. We realize that the walk will leave 
the appearance of being a part of the street and will 
be used by the general public as a sidewalk but the 
playground really nee~s such a walk on its grounds 
for the safety of th¢: children who use the playground. 

I I . 
t I 

1 Very truly yours; 

) J~A 

CITY.OF NEWTON, PLAYGROUND COMMISSION 

Chairman. 

Permission was given for Mr. Hermann to approve plans, 
etc. for the Newton Centre Garden Club to plant iris, etc. 
at Newton Centre Playgrphnd. 

I I 
', 



August 10, 19 28 

A Mail Vote was approved for Crystal Lake bathing on 
Sunday between the hours of 2:00 and 6:00 p.m. 

August 29, 1928 

A .Mail Vote approved giving permission to lease land 
from the Newtonville Racquet Club at ·H~wthorne Playground; 
the rent to be $35.00 per year. 

August 31, 1928 

The Commission approved a mail vote·for granting· the 
use of the Newton Centre Playground and building to 
Mrs. Blakemore (W.C.T.U.) for a political meeting.· Permission 
was refused until the Playground Commissioners had discussed 
this matter at a meeting. 

December 17, 1928 

The Commission approved a Mail Vote for renewing the 
request for an appropriation for a toboggan slide. 

I 

I 

I 
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COMMISSION MEETINGS 
1929 
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·120 \ CITY OF NEWTON·. 61S24-
In Board-of Aldermen 

May 6, 1929. 

ORDINANCE NO. 101 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF 
NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 

Chapter XIV of the Revised Ordinances of 1922 is 

hereby amended by adding thereto new sections numbered 132, 

133, 134-, 135 and 136 to read as follows: 

Section 132. The Playground Commission shall have charge of 
the care, maintenance and laying out of the City's schoolyards 
and schoolgrounds except as provided in Sections 133 and 134-, 
No layout of a schoolyard or schoolground shall be made by . · 
the Playground Commission until the plan and design of the 
same has received the written approval of the School Committee. 

Section 133. Control of the use of schoolyards and school-
grounds shall be entirely within the jurisdiction of the · 
School Committee who shall determine the persons entitled to 
use the grounds and how the same shall be used. The School 
oommittee may, however, during vacation periods of the schools, 
turn over the control of use of designated schoolyards and 
schoolgrounds to the Playground Commission, and it may turn 

I 

· over the control of u·se of any designated portion of such 
grounds during the school year to the Playground Commission. 
The release of jurisdiction herein provided for shall only I 
be accomplished if and when the Playground Commission in 
writing applies for and the School Committee in writing 
authorizes the same. In the event of the turning over of 
jurisdiction as aforesaid, the adjoining school building or 
buildings and the equipment of the School Department shall 
only be used under such regulations as to use as the School 
Committee makes. 

Section 134-. The Street Department shall have the care, 
maintenance and layout of all ornamental lawns, trees, 
shrubbery and walks adjacent to schoolbuildings and school
grounds. 

Section 135. All land held by the City for sChool or 
schoolyard purposes until devoted to the use of a particular 
school, shall be in charge of the Playground Commission both 
as to care, ~~ntenance and control of use. 

Section 136. All ordinances of the City of Newton in
consistent with the provisions of Sections 132, 133, 13~ and 
135 are hereby repealed. 

I 
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January 21-, 1929. 

In accordance with t:qe mail vote of the Playground Commission-
ers the meeting of the Commission was held this date · 
(January 17, 1929). · .. · 

·Mr. ~lber~ P. Carter, Chairman, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Speare 
and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The Superintendent submitted six items· for the consideration 
of the Playground Commission. 

1. Making a start at limiting skating to ticket 
holders at Bulloughs Pond, Evenings, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons and holidays. 

The Superintendent explained that the people 
from outside the City of Newton are literally 
·crowding our own people and that several times 
this season owing to the thinness of the ice 
the skating had to be stopped. Skating could 
have continued on these occasions if a crowd 
from outaide had.not added very materially to. 
the weight on the ice. 

The ·Commissioners discussed the advisability 
of such a new move and there seemed to be a 
general reluc~anoe of starting a limitation to .. 
ticket holders only •. Upon motion of Mr. Johnson 
it was moved that placards, be printed and 
posted around the pond calling the attention of. 
the public to the fact that the skating on this 
pond was for the citizens of Newton. 

The Superintendent was authorized to consult 
with the Middlesex & Boston Street Railway to stop 
advertising "Skating at Bulloughs Pond" on their 
cars in the towns and cities adjoining Newton. 

It was felt that the Street Railway Company might 
assist in this matter and thereby reduce the number 
of skaters. The SUperintendent was also·instructed 
to consult with City Solicitor, Bartlett, as to 
the legality of such limitation. 

2. Checking Room for Children's Shoes. 

The Superintendent gave it as his opinion 
that their is danger to children's health if they 
leave their shoes on the beach which forces them 
to put on ice cold shoes on their hot and moist 
feet after skating. He believes that this causes 
a decided shock to the nervous~:system of the feet. 
He requested the Playground Commission for per
mission to erect some ·simple check room at least 
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for the use of c~ildren. He pointed out that he had advised 
this for years and mentioned his military experiences and 
his studies on the care of feet. 

The Commissioners felt that there was not sufficient 
evidence of the danger of such practices but thought if the 
Superinte~dent could pr.oduce such opinions· from medical 
authorities the Commissio~ would then have something which 
might help them in determining a check room for this purpose. 

3. The Superintendent requested the Commission for an 
expression of their will as to how much in detail the 
Superintendent should consult with them regarding matters 
which might come up under Care and Maintenance and Super
vision. He mentioned this because he felt that in the 
matter of erecting a guard fence lately he ought to have 
consulted with the Commission before erecting such a fence. 

It seemed to be the opinion advanced by Mr. Johnson 
that the Commissioners did not care for too much detail 
in this matter. 

4. The Superintendent pointed out to the Commission that 
he could save quite a little mqney in the purchase of hose 
and labor if he had a small gasoline pump which he could use 
for mending the cracks on the skating ponds. This matter 
of mending cracks on skating ponds is an important matter 

... -..;.' ';'> • ';·: 

.; ,.-~. '· ·; '; 

I 

of care of ice. At Bulloughs Pond since the Water 
Commissioner.changed our water cqnnection to the north end I 
of the pond we are obliged to use over a thousand feet of. 
hose. A small pump which could be inserted through a drilled 
hole in the ice would materially assist in the handling of 
this problem. H~ submitted a few designs which would cost 
in the neighborhood of$125. for a small movable gasoline 
pump. Such a pump would also come in very handy in taking 
care of our bathing equipment since barrels and pontoons 
frequently get water soaked. Mr. Carter thought that we 
shoul4 if possible, avoid this expense now but that it better 
be made an item of the annual budget. 

5. Mr. Johnson requested the Superintendent to report 
on the progress made by the City Committee on Crystal Lake. 

Mr. Hermann reported along the lines of the enclosed 
letter. (See copy of letter to Alderman Bail). 

6. Mr. Hermann reported to the Commission the·receipt 
of a considerable petition on maintaining more skating at 
Pulsifer Cove. This petition also requested the installation 
of flood lights and a shelter. He thought this matter should 
be made a part of the annual budget. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ernst Hermann '.(Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. I 
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February 27; 19~9. 

The Playground Commission meeting was held February 27, 
1929, (Wednesday evening) at City Hall, West Newton, Mass. 
a,t 7:30 o'clock. Mr. A:l'bert P. Carter, Chairman, Messrs. 
Johnson, Lyons, Speare ·apd Superintendent Hermann present. 
The Commission consider'ed the 1929 budget i tern by item 
and unanimously approved the budget which was to be 
submitted to the Mayor for his approval. 

The Superintendent was instructed to·submit the 
budget at once to the Mayor for his approval. 

Upon motion of Mr. Lyons it was voted that Mr. Hermann 
should consult with .the City S_olicitor, Mr. Bartlett, to 
see what could be done towards securing control of Pulsifer 
Cove. It seemed that since the City was using the waters 
of this cove and in view of the fact that further expenses 
would have to be met by lighting the cove for evening 
skating, that we ough~ to try and secure greater control 
over this part of the river. 

EH/P 

.. 
Re~pectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Sign~d) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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May 7, 1929. 

A Commission Meeting was held May 7, 1929. Mr. Carter, 
Chairman, Messrs. Johnson, Henry, Speare and SUperintendent 
Hermann present •. · 

Mr. Speare brought up the matter of the danger of the. 
canyon like rock formation on what is known as Lowell Avenue 
Pit between Lowell Avenue, Bigelow Road and Valentine Street. 
The Superintendent was instructed to take this matter up with 
the Mayor. 

The Superintendent, by vote of the Playground Commission, 
was authorized to pro-rate the items of the Budget to meet 
the actual appropriations. 

The Superintendent was further instructed to bunch the 
$7,000. appropriated for New Construction in order to m~et 
the reduction of $450. in caseone.of the items would turn 
out to be a little cheaper and another should be somewhat 
higher. The Superintendent was instructed to get the Mayor's 
approval upon this matter. · 

The Playground Commission, upon recommendation of the 
Superintendent, confirmed its previous decision that of all 
things needed for the Boyd Playground a boundary fence was 
the most urgent and the Superintendent was told to call 
this to the attention of the Public Works Committee in 
order that an appropriation be made for this fence at the 
earliest possible moment. 

The Playground Commission approved that a charge of 
ten. cents (10¢) be made for the cost of issuing the 
season tickets for bathing at Crystal Lake and a charge 
of fifty cents (50¢) .for non-residents. This. charge to 
allow the no~-residents one free ·use of Crystal Lake bathing 
facilities. ~ 

The Playground Commission accepted the ordinances 
passed by the Board of Aldermen in regard to School playing 
fields and instructed the Superintendent to·prepare a budget 
for the cost of this work. · 

The Play ground Commission approved the change in name 
of the West Newton Playground to the John W. Weeks Playground 
and instructed the Superintendent to use this name after 
this for the West Newton Playground. 

The Playground Commission· further accepted the new 
Thompsonville 'Playground and instructed the Superintendent 
to prepare plans for future development. 
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The Playground Commission informally talked over the 
advisability of honoring the name of the first president 
of the Playground Commission, Mr. William c. Brewer, by 
naming a playground after him. 

Regarding the matter of the use of school playing 
fields the Superintendent was instructed to bring all matters 
which already were in existence such as the use of the tennis 
courts after school hours by the general public up to the new 
requirements of the ordinances.· He was authorized to get the 
approval of the School Board on the change of grades of the 
Stearns Playground where these grades-touch the school 
property. The SUperintendent was.instructed to start c~.e 
and maintenance of school grounds particularly where neglect 
would cause increased cost of maintenance such as high grass, 
etc. All this to be subject to an appropriation bei~g made 
by the Board of Aldermen. 

The Superintendent reported that owing to ext+a work 
he had to do so far this year that it had been impossible 
for him to start the necessary preparations for a playground 
pageant and festival this summer. The Superintendent said 
that in his opinion it might be well this year to prepare 
some episodes for a pageant for next year which might 
perhaps be embodied in a city wide pageant celebrating the 
tercentenary of Newton. If costumes and other paraphernalia 
could be made by the children tliis summer to be used later, 
the Commissioners approved such summer work. 

The Playground Commissioners present signed the new 
rules and regulations governing the use of Crystal Lake. 
This signed copy to be forwarded to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Department of Public Works. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted, " 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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May 17, 1929. 

A Commission meeting was ·held May 17th, .·1929. Mr. Albert 
P. Carter, Chairman, Messrs. Lyons, Henry, Speare and 
Superintendent Hermann present. . 

The Commissioners unanimously approved that a: request be 
made to the City Government for an appropriation of $10 500 
·for the care and maintenance and for materials for all the • 
school playing fields, the Senior High Schools and the · 
Junior High Schools. The Playground Commission further 
approved an item of $5,900. for New Construction on the 
Newton High School fields as follows: 

Finishing High School B~seball Diamond $1,000. 

Backstop for the baseball diamond 1,000. 

Levi-Warren Junior High School--
Baseball diamond with backstop 1,500. 

Two tennis Courts--Levi Warren 
Junior High School-- 2,4oo. 

It was the opinion of the Playground Commission that the 
new playground just bought in Thompsonvi:}.le be named the 
William C. Brewer Playground in honor of the first President 
of the Playgro~nd Commission of Newton. The Superintendent 
was authorized to ascertain what steps would have to be taken 
to bring this about. 

The Playground Commission unanimously approved the old 
policy of issuing permits to organizations for the use of 

. playground playing fields as follCDJWs: 

First consideration should be given to public 
schools and local organizations. 

Second consider~tion to private schools. 

Third consideration to out of Newton organizations. 
The issue of permits to outside organizations to depend 
upon, first, no local requests for permits, secondly, 
no handicap to unorganized play of neighborhood boys. 

·!verbal request from the Chairman of the Public Works 
Committee that .the Playground Commission be represented at 
the hearing of the Claims and Rules Committee towards the 
end of May was reported by the Superintendent. Since this 
hearing is in the interest of the exchange of land adjoining 
the Newton Highlands Playground the Playground Commission 
voted to request Mr. Charles F. Johnson, Jr., to act as 
the representative of the Playground Commission at this 
hearing. 
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The SUperintendent reported that the Mayor would 
recommend to the Board of Aldermen that the Lowell Avenue· 
gravel pit and the City land· adjoining it be turned over 
to the Playground Commission and that an appropriation 
be made for a fence to guard the canyon which now offers 

· considerable danger to youngsters exploring this land. 

EH/P 

Respectfully submitted,· 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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~IL VOTES ,DURING THE YEAR 1929 

January 10 - . I 
! 

A Mail Vote approv~q a Commission meeting to discuss 
the matter of limiting the number of skaters at Bulloughs 
Pond to ticket holders thereby excluding out-of-town 
people. I · 

! I 

'I I 

I ! ! 

I I ' 

I ! 

I· I 

! I· 

I 
I 

I' : 

i 

I· : 

i I 

I ' 

! I 

! I 

I I 

: I 

I 



·;· . -

I 

I 

I 



1 HTt~Z.. 129 

I 

I 

Mail Votes 1929 

\·March 6-- Voted to request His Honor, Mayor Childs, and the 
City Government of Newton to request the Metropolitan 
District Commission to release the remaining land of 
Pulsifer Cove to the City of Newton~ 

'May 10--Mail vote re: Use of baseball diamonds by other ... 
organizations and private schools. (Father Haley from 
the Church of Our Lady and the Bankers & Brokers League) 

June 21--Mail vote asking for approval to send a request to 
His Honor, Mayor Childs, for an appropriation for Boyd 
.fence not to exceed $2500. (Request approved by Commissioners 
but money not appropriated by Board of Aldermen) 

Aug. 3--Letter to Mr. Ball approved by Playground Commissioners 
approving land in Elliot for playground purposes. 

Aug.29-Approval of Playground Commissioners receiv:ed for 
laying a Tarvia-li thic surface at the Levi war.ten Junior 
H:ilgh School, West Newton. 

Sept. 16--Approval of Playground Commissioners received to 
send a request to Mayor Childs for an appropriation of 
$2,500. for a concrete foundation for the backstop at 
the Newton High School athletic field. (Appropriation 
granted). 

Oct. 10--Letter from Mr. Carter approving that a transfer 
· be made from the Street Department for a fence at the 

Levi Warren Junior High School. (Request for transfer 
sent to His Honor, Mayor Childs.) 

Oct. 317-Letter from Mr. Carter approving that a request be 
made for $200. for Auto Maintenance. 

Nov. 1...;-Letter to Mr. Carter asking his permission to ask 
the Mayor for a request of $1,000. for Supervision. 
Mr. Carter felt that we should not ask for an 
appropriation at this time, but if the Mayor wanted to 
ask he would approve his asking. (Request was sent in 
by Mayor Childs but no money was appropriated until a 
later date and then only $200. was appropriated.) 
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Minutes of the Commission Meeting Held 
January 17, 1930. 

A Commission meeting was held on J8Iluary 17th, 
1930. Mr. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, presided, 
and Messrs. Johnson, Lyons, Henry, Speare, and 
Superintendent Hermann were present. 

The Commissioners voted to send a letter of 
appreciation to Ex-Mayor Edwin 0. Childs, for his 
unfailing support of the Playground Commission. 
The Chairman was requested to send such a letter. 

The general policy of initiating movements 
·toward the acquisition of playgrounds was considered 
at some length,. and it was voted to use every possible 
means to secure vacant land now available for future 
use as parks and piaygrounds. 

The Playground Commission particularly recommended 
the development of the land off Lowell Avenue (which 
was formerlY a stone quarry) for the purpose of 
relieving the use of the high school athletic field 
after school hours. 

The annual budget was considered item by item, 
and it was voted to submit it to His Honor, Mayor 
Weeks, as corrected. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted; 

Ernst Hermann 

Superintendent of Playgrounds. 
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Commission Votes 1930. 

Jan. 22--Mail vote on letter from Mr. Harwood requesting 
that all of Crystal Lake be opened> to the public for 
skating. The Playground Commissioners agreed with 
Superintendent Hermann that when it interfered with 
the safety of the public, it wou~d not be wise to 
open up the whole of Crystal· Lake. 

Jan~ 22--Mail vote on sending to His Honor, Mayor Weeks, 
an expression from the Playground Commission as to 
the .advisability o:f selling to Mr. 0 'Connell, the 
former alderman, a piece of land belonging to what is 
known as Allison Playground.. The Commission disapproved. 

April 1--Approval of the Playground Commission received 
on sending introductory letter to His Honor, Mayor 
Weeks, as suggested by Mr. Hermann for the annual report. 

Oct; 21--Mail vote on using $SOO. appropriated under 
New Equipment in the annual budget for lighting Pulsifer 
Cove, for lighting Crystal Lake in the vicinity of the 
new bathhouse. Playground Commission approved. 
Reason: It 'was ~ery probabl~ that there would not 
be enough water in the Charles River to permit skating 
in Pulsifer Cove dur:i:ng:;_the·winter of 1930-31. 

July ~~-S--Mail vote on approving a II No Tre.spassing" sign 
to be placed on the Newton High ~chool field, ·and to 
be signed jointly by the School Soard and the Play
ground Commission •.. 

Nov. 6--Playground Commission's approval received 
on using the money requested by the ¥ayor as 
appropriated, namely: . 

Constructing Running Track 
at the Newton High School Athletic 
Field $~,ooo. 

Boundary fence between private 
property on Walnut Street and . 
the Newton High School athletic 
fie.ld-- $SOO. 

Lighting Pulsifer Cove $SOO. 

Note:--Due to the objectionof Mr.Raymond Tucker, 
the fence was only erected around Mrs. Clapp's 
property. Not·erected on boundary of the late 
Mr. & Mrs. Bishop~.s property, since land, and 

. home is now owned by a real estate concern. 

1-35 
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March 10 

May 9 

September 22 

I 

MAIL VOTES 1931 

Commission's decision on erection 
of building on Hawthorne or Upper 
Falls Playgrounds as follows: 

Mr •. Carter - If extra ground (as 
proposed) is added to Hawthorne 
it would be the be.st place, other
wise the grounds at Upper Falls 
are much more suitable. 

Mr. Lyons - Hawthorne, providing 
additional land is acquired. 

Mr. Johnson - Upper Falls 

Mr. Henry - Hawthorne with addition 
of land. Upper Falls should be 
done next year. 

Mr. Speare - Hawthorne· 

CONCLUSION: No money was appropriated. 

Commission approved Newton Civic 
Arts Association, Inc. holding out
door Pop Concert at Newton Centre 
Playground. 

Commission approved appointment of 
Mr. Henry Thayer as trustee of 
Newton Playground Auxiliary Fund. 
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Minutes of the Commission meeting held 

January 6, 1932 

The annual budget meeting of the Playground 
Commission was held January 6, 1932. Mr. Albert P. Carter, 
Chairman, Mr. Thomas Lyons, Mr. E. Ray Speare, 
Mr. Charles F. Johnson, Jr., Mr. Ralph C. Henry and Super
intendent Hermann present. 

The Superintendent submitted the. annual budget 
for the year 1932 with suggestions for a horizontal cut of 
about 10% all along the line. He further recommended that 
the appropriation for supervision of playgrounds, skating, 
bathing, Sunday sports and twilight sports be bunched into 
one appropriation under the heading of SUpervision. The 
Superintendent felt that with this combining of these 
various items for supervision the cut suggested would carry 
us through the year with some additional savings through
out the year. 

The Playground Commission, with slight alterations, 
adopted the budget and approved its presentation to His 
Honor, the Mayor. 

A petition for skating provision on the Boyd 
Playground was considered. Owing to the financial conditions 
and the fact that flooding on this playground was costly 
and not very satisfactory, the Playground Commission voted 
to recommend to the Mayor that nothing be done this year. 

The meeting adjourned. 

EH:D 

Respectfully submitted 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

'· 
.• \ / !;._ 

I . 
'•. 

I 

I 



1 HTt;z 

I 

I 

Minutes of the Commission meeting held 

July 29, 1932 

. . . . 

A meeting of the Playground Commission was held 
on the ·Cabot Playgrou,nd .this mo.rning. Mr. Albert P. Carter, 
Chairman, Mr •. Thomas J. ~yons, Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Mr. J. 
Bartlett Melcher ~nd _Superintendent Hermann, present. 

The meeting w~s ~o Qonsider the petition presented 
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by Albert D. Robinson, Esq., 1 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 
in behalf of himself and some neighbors. 

The petit-ion was as follows: 

To the Park Department 
City of Newton 
City Hall, Newton 

P.ETITION 

We, whose names are subscribed hereto, propert·y 
owners and residents adjacent to the park house. on Cabot Park, 
respectfully make the following requests for the purpose of 
correcting certain undesirable conditions now existing: 

1. That all plain glass windows in s.aid park 
house facing Eastside Parkway be replaced by 
ground glass so-called; 

2. That the doors on each end of the. park house 
be closed at all times, the signs thereon 
removed from the .outside and the entrance 
to the toilets and showers be had through 
the center door facing the park. It is 
nothing less than a public convenience 
station at th.e present time for truck drivers, 
passerbys, workmen and the public generally; 

3. That the swings be taken down by the 
attendant before he leaves for the night. 
At present they are in use sometimes as 
late as midnight; 

4. That the attendant at all times keep children 
back of the park house and away from Eastside 
Parkway when they are at play; 

5. That those playing in o~ about the park after 
dark be. restrained from making unreasonable 
noise. 

In making these requests we believe, if granted, 
they will not only benefit us but the whole community as well. 
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Copies to: 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry de Mont·igny 
John E. Woods 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. ·Robinson 
Mr. I. Kaufman 
Mr. & Mrs. H. W. Heywood 
·Arthur H. Gorham 

·Mr. & Mrs. W. F. Magee 
Stuart S. Fuller 
Mrs. W. N. Jenkins 

The Honorable Sinclair Weeks,·Mayor 
Hon. Albert Howlett, Alderman-at-large 
Hon. Thomas M. Gallagher, Alderman-at-large 
Hon. William A. Stro~t, Alderman 

s~~ 

After consideration of all these facts the 
Playground Commission voted that a letter be sent to 
Mr. Robinson stating-

EH:D 

1. That the Playground Commission would request 
the Building Commissioner to make such alter-
ations in window glass as he could make; · 

2. That it had already been arranged to have 
the swings and such children's apparatus 
taken down in the evening. 

3. The Playground Commission feels that no 
other alt,erations in the building seem · 
advisable; that some of the improvements 
could be made with more planting of shrubs 
and trees. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully. submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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Minutes of the Commission meeting held 

December 20, 1932 

Mr. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, Mr. E. Ray Speare, 
Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Mr. Thomas J. Lyons, Mr. J. Bartlett Melcher 
and Superintendent Hermann were present. 

The annual budget for the year 1933 was considered 
and with a few modifications was approved~ 

The Playground Commission voted to try out a license
ticket system with badges to Newton citizens for skating at 
Bulloughs Pond. Letters from the Newtonville Improvement 
Association were submitted urging that something of this nature 
be done. 

A long petition sent from citizens of the neighbor
hood of Boyd Playground was received. This petition urged 
that skating be re-established at Boyd Playground. The 
Superintendent pointed out that owing to the dangers·involved 
formerly the brook was·covered and the grounds were re
surfaced. He stated that to maintain a skating surface on this 
playground would be a very costly affair and wo~ld never be 
satisfactory. He urged that Silver Lake in Nonantum off 
Watertown Street be acquired for a municipal pond. He stated 
further that owing to objections of two abutters nothing could 
be done now althoughmany people urged that this small pond 
be used for skating. · 

.. T}ie Playground Commission voted that unless Silver 
Lake could be legally used by the City it would be better not 
to re-establish skating at Boyd Playground. 

The meeting adjourned~ 

EH:D. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

·145 



146 
-- . I ., 

:-\ ' ' l I \ '-- ~- :· ··. 

I 

I 

I 



147 

I 

COMMISSION MEETINGS . 1933 

I 

I 



148 

June 19 

MAIL VOTES 

In view of the fact that the new 
John W. Weeks Junior High School grounds were 
used after school hours by many boys and 
girls without supervision and that several 
petitions for the use of the baseball diamond 
had been received from a group of young men 
of the neighborhood, the matter was set forth 
in detail in the letter to the Playground 
Commission by· direction of the Chairman of 
the Commission and a mail vote w~s requested. 

The Playground Commission, by mail 
vote, voted unanimously to request the School 
Department for permission to extend the use 
of the John W. Weeks Junior High School grounds 
after school hours and during vacation. This 
request was unanimously granted by the School 
Board. 

EH:D 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann '~Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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Minutes of the Commission Meeting held 

January 29, 1934 

The Playground Commission meeting was held this 
evening in the office of the Superintendent of Playgrounds 
at City Hall. Chairman Albert P. Carter, Commissioners 
E. Ray Speare, Ralph C. Henry, Thomas J. Lyons and the 
newly appointed member Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, and Superintendent 
Hermann were present. 

The matters of the previous meeting and a record 
of the mail votes were read and approved. The Playground 
Commission then, in detail, considered the budget as submitted 
by the Superintendent of Playgrounds. 

The Playground Commission considered the salaries 
paid to the Superintendent and the clerks. It was their 
opinion that a recommendation for raises at this time would 
not be appropriate unless His Honor, the Mayor, first 
signified his intention of restoring the 7t% cut. It seemed 
the opinion that several increases were deserved. 

They approved the increase in the appropriation of 
last year under the Supervision Account. They approved 
the $300.00 addition under Office Expense for skating permits. 
They further approved Auto Maintenance and General Maintenance 
as submitted by the Superintendent - also New Equipment. 
They omitted the request for a new truck, for the replacement 
of an ice-sweeping brush and since the appropriation for a 
Fordson Tractor and a Toro Tractor were made already they 
omitted these two items. 

The Construction Account consists of three 
tennis courts for the new Wellington Playground with fences, 
and fences for the Emerson School, Newton Upper Falls 
Playground and Hawthorne Playground. 

The Superintendent's suggestion for the account, 
Care and Alterations and Improvements of Elementary School 
Grounds, was approved, particularly in view of the fact 
that water charged for High School grounds had now to be 
included and since·the school grounds were rapidly demanding 
more care. 

The Playground Commission further decided that a 
request for fencing of various school grounds and additional 
tennis courts. 'for the Levi F. Warren School, the resurfacing 
of the Peirce School, totaling $12,683.25, be submitted as 

t. . ~ 

' " ~ :·' ··~ .. 

I 

I 

a special item·under the appropriation for Care and Main- I 
tenance of Elementary School Grounds with the notice that 
these items had been requested by the School Department of 
the City of Newton. They agreed that most of these items 
should be done at the earliest possible moment. 
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Minutes_ of the Cominission Meeting held 

January 29, 1934 

151 
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The Superintendent of Playgrounds was authorized 
to consult with the owners of the Crystal Lake Ice Company 
with regards to further expansion of skating on Crystal 
Lake under favorable weather conditions. 

Playground Commissioner Lyons inquired about the 
supervision of the various Civil Works Administration 
Projects which were being conducted on the playgrounds. He 
wanted to know if the cost of these various projects would 
be charged to the Playground Department. He considered 
them a waste of money, etc. Superintendent Hermann expla.ined 
the general set-up of the Civil Works Projects. The Chairman 
expressed his opinion that the whole matter was not the 
concern of the Playground Commission except in as much as 
the construction affected the future development and use of 
these grounds a.s playgrounds. 

The.Superintendent made a report about special 
improvements which had been made the past year without any 
special appropriations. He called attention to the re
surfacing of the Emerson Playground and the Eden Avenue 
Playground. 

A letter from Alderman Holden requesting permission 
for the use of the Newton Centre Playground Building by a 
group of Jewish citizens for the purpose of a Jewish School 
was submitted. The Superintendent submitted this letter and 
also told of the meeting be had had with Alderman Holden and 
His Honor, Mayor Weeks. He also submitted the-legal opinion 
of the City Solicitor. The SUperintendent was directed to 
seek further detailed informa~ion of the use this group of 
citizens wish to make of this building, the purposes and 
aims, etc. 

The Playground Commission approved the erection of 
a small building for checking shoes of children and yout:h 
at Bulloughs Pond. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

EH:D 



l t ,-
~··· ' .. ,; i 
.. ~-' - .· •, ~ 

I 

I 

I 



1 HTt~Z 

I 

I 

I 

Minutes of the Commission meeting held 

February 14, 1934 

153 cy-
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The Playground· Commission met this evening to 
consider the application to the City Government of 
S. Hardy Mitchell to equip part of the present building at 
1379 Centre Street, Newton Centre, as a combination Automobile 
Laundry and Filling Station. This property is, what is known 
as, the ice-house at Crystal Lake. 

It was the unanimous opinion of the Playground 
Commission that no such license should be granted without 
an absolute guarantee that no waste matter from this Auto
mobile Laundry and Garage could enter the waters of Crystal 
Lake either directly or indirectly through seepage. 

They believe that any plans submitted by the 
petitioner should be carefully studied by both the City 
Engineer and the Superintendent of/Playgrounds since it is 
their belief that even the slightest seepage of oil or other 
waste matter would seriously menace the health of the bather·s 
and owing to the sources of the water supply of the Lake could 

_hardly ever be eliminated. 

The Superintendent of Playgrounds was directed to 
convey this opinion of the Playground Commission to the 
proper City authorities. 

The Playground Commission also considered a request 
from a group of citizens of Jewish Faith for use of the 
Newton Centre Building for school purposes. This matter was 
previously considered after a verbal request had been received. 
The Playground Commission now acted upon this petition since 
a written request had been received signed by Mr. David Stern, 
29 Cotton Street, Newton. ' 

After lengthy consideration of this petition the 
Playground Commission instructed the Superintendent to write 
to Mr. Stern that his petition for the use of the Newton 
Centre Recreation Building on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
and Sunday mornings for the purpose of teaching the Hebrew 
language to children of Newton residents was carefully 
cons~dered but the Playground Commission decided that .it was 
inadvisable to grant this request. 

Chairman Albert P. Carter and Commissioners Henry, 
Speare, Lyons and Bruce and SUperintendent Hermann were present. 

EH:D 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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' Minutes of the Commission meeting,for a hearin&held 

May 21, 1934 

. The Playground Commission met in the 
Conference Room adjoining the Mayor's office~ 
Monday evening, May 21st, at the request of His 
Honor, Mayor Weeks, to hear representatives from 
the Newton Lodge of Elks, Sgt. Eugene Joseph Daley 
Post #2384 and the representative of the Veterans' 
of Foreign Wars Bugle and Drum Corps. The reason 
being their application for the use of Victory 
Field Playground for Field Day purposes. 

I 

His Honor, Mayor Weeks, City Solicitor 
Bartlett and Chief of Police Hughes were present. 
Mr. Albert P. Carter presided and Messrs. Speare, 
Henry, Bruce and Superintendent Hermann were 
present. 

It was the opinion of the City officials 
present that it was unwise to use the City play
grounds for any purpose not strictly educational 
or recreational. 

withdraw. 

EH:D 

All petitioners were given leave to 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

:t55 
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After the hearing bionday evening, May 21, at-
the suggestion of His Honor, Mayor Weeks, the Playground 
Commission set up the f,ollowing rules· as a guide for the 
use .. of the Oi ty. of Newfon Playg1~dunds for special purposes·-:. 

1. _ No permit for the· exclusive use of a playground 
shall be 'granted to any org21.nization if the i.n
come is' to be for private gaih. 

2. Unless it is clearly established that the purpose 
of the field·day is for educational, cultural 
or recreational purposes rio permit shall be 
granted. . 

Gambling devices or games of chance of any kind 
are entirely prohibited. ~ Et: 

Permits for the ,use of playgrounds~,. for field days 
or other affairs with the privilege of admission 

. charges will be granted only if the affair is of 
- an educational; cultural or recreational nat·ure 

and if the proceeds. will be devoted to cha.ri table 
purposes only. 

'The Playground. Commission will, at its own dis
cretion, terminate instantly any permit which 
may have been issued if any of its regulations 
governing the use of Playgrounds for field day 
purposes are not strictly observed by the 
organization having the permit . 

,. 
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Minutes of the Commission meeting held 

May 21, 1934 

A meeting of the Playground Commission was 
held this evening at the playground office. Mr. Carter, 
Chairman,. and Messrs. Henry, Speare, Bruce and Super
intendent Hermann present. 

The use of playgrounds for any other purpose 
than strictly recreational or educational was discussed 
at length. Moral influences involved in the promotion .. 
of many types of money-making schemes, the great damage. 
done to the grounds and the loss of actual play for the 
children of the neighborhood were the main reasons ad
vanced in reaching.the unanimous conclusion that it 
would be well to stop the use of playgrounds for special 
enterprises by private organizations. 

The Commissioners voted to attend in a body 
the joint meeting called by Mayor Weeks to hear the · 
various applicants for the use of Victory Field, i.e., 
Newton Lodge of Elks, Daley Post #2384, Veterans'of 
Foreign Wars Bugle and Drum Corps. 

A letter of Thomas J. Lyons, Jr., expressing 
thanks for the tribute paid at his father's death was 
read. 

The SUperintendent explained the need for some 
form of protective envelope for the bathing permit. The 
Commission approved a metal sample submitted and author
ized a request for an appropriation for 16,000. 

Sunday tennis was discussed. Since the 
Massachusetts Legislature passed an act permitting 
certain out-door sports any time on Sundays it was voted 
to allow tennis play on Sunday mornings where tennis 
courts are not in too close proximity of chu:rches. The 
City Solicitor's opinion regarding tennis on SUnday was 
~ubmitted. 

The Superintendent reported that His Honor, 
Mayor Weeks, had abandoned the idea of taking over the 
Albemarle Golf Course as.a Municipal Golf Course. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
EH.:D 
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November 5 

EH:D 

December 12 

MAIL VOTES 

1934 

A mail vote of the Playground 
Commissioners approved the naming of a 
playground donated by Mr. Edwin S. Webster, 
ai the Edwin S. Webster Playground. 

This playground is situated in 
Ward 6. It adjoins the Hammonds Pond 
Parkway, at its northwest end, is. at the 
east end of Warren Street and along the 
south side of the Boston and Albany R. R. 

It is still being used as a 
City dump. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

TELEPHONE VOTES 

A telephone vote of the Playground 
Commissioners approved the issuing of season 
permits for non-residents to use Bulloughs 
Pond for skating. 
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Minutes of the Commission meeting held 

January 29, 1935 

The Playground Commission met this day at City 
Hall to consider the Annual Budget. Mr. Albert P. Carter, 
Chairman, Mr. E. Ray Speare, Mr. Ralph c. Henry, Mr. Lyscom 
A. Bruce, Jr., and Superintendent Hermann, present. 

The Superintendent reported that His Honor, 
Mayor Weeks, had asked him to tell the Commission that 
Mrs. Louis H'. Marshall would accept an appointment as a 
member of the Playground Commission. His Honor, Mayor 
Weeks, will submit her name to the Board of Aldermen at 
the next meeting. 

Previous to the discussion of the budget Mr. Bruce 
brought up the matter of sliding on the City streets. 
Attention was called to the fact that in Newton sliding 
on the streets has been forbidden by street and police 
regulations for several years. 

The budget was taken up item by item and approved 
by the Commission with certain small alterations. Under 
New Equipment, $300.00 was added for permanent apparatus 
and a backstop for the Thompsonville Playground making the 
total item for New Equipment, $800.00 •. 

The item under Construction - Landscape Architects 
Plans, for the ultimate development of Edmands Park was 
raised to $3,000.00. The item of the Nevada Street School 
grading - $4,000.00, was transferred from the Construction 
account of the Playground Department to the special budget 
submitted for construction requested by the Newton School 
Board. 

It was voted, under the item of Civil Works Pro
jects, that we call the attention of His Honor, Mayor 
Weeks, to the fact that since late appropriations are not 
permissable after the tax rate has been established and 
that, if this work is to continue, an appropriation of 
approximately $45,000.00 for the year should be made now. 
With this suggestion to the Mayor it was also voted to 
state that the City should, under the National Government 
Projects, promote also Neighborhood Centers in some 
districts for the coming year. Attention was called to 
the fact that committee representing all the Social Agencies 
of Newton had recommended the establishment of Neighborhood 
Buildings in Upper Falls, Nonantum and West Newton. 

The Playground Commission voted not to have an 
item for a grandstand at Victory Field owing to the fact 
that, since it seems possible that Allison Playground is 
to be developed during the coming year, the major baseball 
diamond would be established there and naturally the grand-
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Minutes of the Commission meeting held 

January 29, 1935 

stand ought to be put where the major diamond is. In 
other words it would be.well to postpone the erection. 
of these bleachers until it is decided what will be 
done with Allison Playground. 

The petition for more tennis courts in West 
Newton was considered. Since the Commission is asking 
for $3,000.00 for the development of three terinis 
courts on the Wellington Playground it is supposed that 
this would meet the wishes of the petitioners, providing, 
of course, the appropriation was made by the City 
Government. · 

. The Playground Commission went on record 
favoring the purchase of land for a playground and for 
an athletic field for the F. A. Day Junior High School 
on land adjOining Watertown Street and part of the old 
Albemarle Golf Course. The Playground Commission does 
not favor the land known as the Allen property in 
Newtonville. 

The Playground Commission also went on record 
as favoring the purchase of land now belonging to the 
Estate of John T. Joyce adjoining Edmands Park. 

The SUperintendent was authorized to embody 
in the Annual Report a statement about the need for 
expansion of the recreation system in Newton to include 
Neighborhood Centers. 

The Playground Commission adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

161 
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Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

· EH:D 
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Minutes of the Commission Meeting held 

September 23, 1935 

The Playground Commission held a regular meeting at 
City Hall, September 23rd, at eight in the evening. Chairman 
Carter and Messrs. Speare, Henry, Bruce, Mrs. Marshall and 
Superintendent Hermann present. 

Mr. Bartlett, the City Solicitor, came to inform the 
Playground Commission that on account of re-examining the 
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ordinances and statues he had made a new ruling__!h,_at_iJL .... the-
case of takings of land for playground purposes the Playgroun~n---
Comm:Lst;ion was the aathortzecf '6ody and riortne Board of Alderme~~-· 
~ ----....._ -· ~---~_____._______.... . 

He further explained that it was urgent to take 
certain parcels of land in the Oak Hill district for playground 
purposes to complete an extensive neighborhood center which would 
also contain land for schoolhouse purposes, land for parking 
purposes and land for business development. 

He said he had prepared a vote to be passed by the 
Board of Aldermen requesting and authorizing the Playground. 
Commission to take by eminent domain, in the Oak Hill section 
of Newton, :·~near Parker, Greel}wood and Dedham Streets, Ward 5, 
a certain parcel of land shown on plan #25477; parcel marked 
"D" on the City Engineer's Plan. 

He urged that the Playground Commission before ad
journing, but after the Board of Aldermen had passed the vote, 
wouad pass a vote authorizing the taking of this land .. 

It later on developed that the vote was not taken 
early enough and that the proper papers were not ready. *The 
Playground Commission then voted to meet at City Hall on 
Thursday morning at 8:30 to pass such a vote if possible. 
Mr. Bartlett further wanted it understood that if later on the 
City would want to use a part of this land for other city 
purposes such as streets that there would be no complication. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, January 29th, 
were read and approved. The Telephone Vote of July 1st, was 
also read and approved . 

• 
The Playground Commission met Thursday morning at 8:30 but 
certain necessary papers were not yet ready. The Playground 
Commission agreed therefore to meet at Mr. Bartlett's office 
in Boston, September 26, at 4:30 in the. afternoon. 
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Superintendent Hermann read a letter to the Mayor 
regarding the choice of an architect for the planning and I 
further development of Emnands Park. He read the note from 
the Mayor, suggesting Mr. Bradford .Williams, 62 Bellevue Street, 
Newton. After some discussion t:P:e Commission authorized the 
Superintendent to approach Mr. Bradford Wi·1liams on this 
matter and to suggest that if he cared to undertake this 
project to meet with the Playground Commission for the discussion 
of the type of development that'might be desi:rable. . 

Superintendent Hermann' explained that it seemed now 
wise to eliminate some of the playground workers who had come 
into the se~vice of the Playground Department during the past 
few years on account of the economic situation. He said that 
he would like to conduct a playground institute of one or two 
weeks previous to next summers main playground season; in this 
way the playground workers would receive certain playground 
instruction that might be helpful and an examination at the 
close of the institute might eliminate those not adapted to 
playground work. The Playground Cownission approved this but 
suggested that the Superintendent submit a somewhat more 
detailed plan. 

The Playground Commission considered again the matter 
of circuses, horse·shows, etc., on public playgrounds. OWing 
to the recent experience of objections to the use of playgrounds 
by a well known organization, the Superintendent suggested that 
the President of the Board of Aldermen be approached to really 
ascertain whether there was a d~cided feeling against this 
practice. It was thought that the City's representatives in the 
Board of Aldermen might know the feelings of the City better than 
the recent experience really revealed. This was approved. 

Owing to some slight criticism of tennis play at Burr 
Playground tennis play at these grounds on sunday mornings was 
brought ~o the attention of the Playground Commission. Since 
the conduct of certain players had been greatly improved during 
the se9-son no further action seemed to be necessary. 

After discussing the pros and cons of baseball on 
Vi·ctory Playground, Sunday afternoons, the Playground Commission 
au~horized the Superintendent to issue permits for Sunday after
noon play. The Superintendent explained that this playground 
was excluded originally when the Sunday Sports Act went into 
effect. At that time, owing to some obj~ction on the part of 
neighbors, it was decided inadvisable to'have Sunday afternoon 
games on the Victory Playground. This objection seems to have 
now disappeared. 

Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent the 
application for a f~oat in Crystal Lake was deemed inadvisable 
at this time. 

I 

I 
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The Playground Commission then entered into a discussion 
of more meetings to be held by the Playground Commission. Mr. Bruce 
felt that he needed more:·.information and that he interpreted his 
duty as a Commissioner to be more informed about details of the 
work of the Playground Department. Mr. Henry thought th4t it 
should be a "movable feast" rather than a · 11 fixed affair 11 • 

Mr. carter explained the meetings of ·this commission and how they 
had developed during the existence of the Playground Department. 
He felt that the chairman, anyway, had been thoroughly informed 
about all affairs. Mrs. Marshall was recorded as in favor of 
regular meetings since in&all the organizations with whic~.she 
had anything to do they found it necessary to have them. Mr. Speare 
thought that it ought to be given further careful consideration 
since the matter involves extra overhead expense and much extra 
work for the Superintendent. 

The Superintendent reported upon the desirabili~y of 
gradually discontinuing hard baseball play on the Boyd Playground 
and said that he had tried out, last season, barring hard baseball 
from Boyd Playground and substituted soft ball which is becoming 
a much more popular game than hard baseball for the average man. 

Mr. Bruce spo~e in the highest terms as did Mrs. Marshall 
of ~he playground work as conducted in the City of Newton. He 
p;resented a study of many other cities in comparison with Newton, 
showing Newton in a rather favorable light. This report included
acquisition of playground land, runounts spent from emergency 
service funds, attendance, etc. 

EH:D 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ern~t Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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Minutes of the Commission Meeting held 

September 26, 1935 

The Playground Commission met at the office of the 
City Soliqitor, Jo·seph W. Bartlett, in Boston on September 26, 
1935 ·at 4::-30 in the afternoon. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, 
Mr~. Louis H. Me.rshall, Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr. and Superintendent · 
Hermann were present. 

The Playground Commission met to take action on the 
taking of ~and in Oak Hill for the purpose of a public playground 
as authorized by the Board of Aldermen in Order #73042. It was 
moved and seconded that the Playground Commission adopt the 
order and a unanimous vote resulted. 

The Playground CommiGsioners present signed the order 
and the Superintendent was instructed to secure the additional 
signatures of Mr. Henry and Mr. Speare. 

Upon request of the Chairman, Mr. Carter, the City 
Solicitor ruled that Mr. Hermann would be the certified agent 
for the Commission since he was duly elected as their secretary 
some time ago. The secretary was instructed to transmit a 
certified copy to the City Clerk. The order is herewith 
appended and a copy of the order as passed by the Board of 
Aldermen is also appended. 

EH:KH:D 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

' ' 
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CITY OF NEWTON 

September 26, 1935. 

Playground Commission. · 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Playground Commission 

of the City of Newton, the public necessity and convenience 

. require that the parcel of land hereinafter described be taken 

for the purpose of a public playground, and 

WHEREAS The Board of Aldermen of the said City by , 

order #73042 have appropriated the sum of fifty ($50) dollars· 

for the purpose of acquiring the aforesaid'property~ it is 

therefore 
JP 

ORDERED Under the authority of General Laws, ,-, 
1 chapter 45 section 14, and section 129 of. the Revised 

~-_I 

. 1 

Ordinances of 1929 of the City of Newton, and all other 

authority con~erred by the laws of the Commonwea~th of 

Massachusetts and the ordinances of the City of Newton, that 

the following described premises be and hereby are taken for 

the purpose of a public playground. 

A True Copy 
1 Attest Oct. st, 

1935 Ernst Hermann (Signed) ·· 
Secretary of 
Playground Commis:c·ion ( 

• 

.. 
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Beginning at a point at the northwesterly corner of a 
parcel of land td be taken by the City of Newton for School 
and School Yard purposes, all as shown on a plan signed by 
the City Engineer of Newton and filed in the office of the 
City Engineer of sa+d City, numbered and entitled as follows: 
Plan ·No. 25477 11 City of Newton, Massachusetts, Oak Hill School 
Site - Parcel C - Land taken for School and School Yard Purposes 
- Pa..rcel D - Land taken for Playgroup.d Purposes 11 at land of
Esther Ann Higgins; thence N. 21 39'50 11 E. 469.33 feet oyer 
said land of Esth.er Ann Higgins, across Parker. Terrace, over 
other land of said Esther Ann Higgins and over land of 
Frank A. Hurley & Daniel W. Hurley (City of Newton Tax Title); 
thence by a curve to the right of 477.84 feet radius, 271.06 
feet; thence by a curve to the right of 4705.01 feet radius, 
715.75 feet; thence N. 62°52 154 11 m. 344.04 feet, the last 
three described lines being-over Ei.aid land of Frank A. Hurley 
et al (City of Newton Tax Title); thence by a curve to the 
right of 210.00 feet radius, 448.06 feet over said land of 
Frank A. Hurley et al (City of Newton Tax Title) and over land 
of· Robert H. Holt & Theodore L. Badger ~rustees; thence 
8.5007'43 11 W. 188.68 fee.t; thence by a. ,curve to the left of. 
537.27 feet radius, 197.74 feet; thence 8.15057'31 11 E. 512.57 ~ 
feet over said land of Robert H. Holt ~ Theod6~e L. Badger · 
Trustees, over a parcel of land taken by the City of Newton 
for a main drain easement under order No. 43404 approved 
June 29, 1916 and over land of Robert .H. Holt et al·Trustees, 
the last three described lines being over said land of 
Robert H. Holt et al Trustees; thence 8.72°22 123 11 W. 337.71 
feet; thence by a curve to the left of 437.07 feet radius, 
219.75 feet,. the last two described lines being over said land 
of Robert H. Holt et al Trust~es; thence by a curve to the 

.} 

·~ 

:i. 
left of 893.79 feet radius, 280.91 feet over said land of •-c: 

,:,.<. 

Robert H. Holt et al Trustees and over land of Doris B. Norris; ,·~ 
thence 8.25033'12 11 W. 69.50 feet over said land of Doris B. Norris;, 
thence northwesterly 80.50 feet by the division line between ~: 
said land of Doris B. Norris and land of Anna G. Barry; thence :~ 
southwesterly 24. 00 feet by the division line between said land ,~~ 
of Robert H. Holt et al Trustees and said land of Anna, G. Barry; ;1 
thence weste.rly 380.80 feet by the division line between said < 
land of Anna G. Barry and lands of Robert H. Holt et al Trustees :f 

·:'~ 

and Arnold Hartmann Trustee; thence nOrthwesterly 631.00 feet ~.}.'. 
over said land'S of· Arnold Hartmann Trustee and ·Esther Ann Higgins -
to the point of begin~1ing; said parcel containing 37.688 acres 
(1,641,687 square feet) of land. 

A True Copy 
Attest Oct. 1st. 

1935 Ernst Hermann {Sig-ned) 
Secretary of 
Playground Commission 



CITY OF NEWTON 

-3-

The following are the names of the:persons whose 

property has been taken or who may be otherwise entitled 

to damages· on account of the taking of the above parcel 

of land so far as known to the Playgrorind Commission. 

NAME. 

Arnold Hartmann, Trustee 

Esther Ann Higgins 

Frank A. & Daniel "W. Hurley, ,1, 

City of Newton, Tax Title 

Robert H. Holt & 

Theodore L. Badger, Trustees 

Dorris B. Norris 

A True Copy 
Atte-st 
Ernst Herm~~n (Signed) 
Secret2~ry of 
Pla.yground Commission 

.. 

" ··'; 
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And the•said Playground Commission does assess 

and award as the damage sustained by the following 

persons the amounts severally_ set against their names •. · 

NAME .. 

Arnold Hartmi:mn, Trust.ee 

Esther Ann Higgins 

Frank A. & Daniel W. Hurley 

City of Newton,· Ta..x Title 

Robert H. Holt & 

Theodore L. Badger, Trustees 

Doris B. Norris 

AWARD. 

None 

None 

\None 

None 

None 

Playground Cormnission of the 

City of Newton. 

Albert P. Carter 

Teresa G. Marshall 

L. A. Bruce, Jr. 

Above order was read and adopted 
by unanimous ~ote of all present 

2 members absent 

A True Copy 
Oct. 3lst~ttest 

1935 Ernst Hermann (Signed) 
secretary of 
Playground Commission ,. 

" .. ' 

. ·.-.. -
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Minutes of the Commission Meeting held 

November 5, 1935 

_The Playground Commission met. this morning at eigh:t 
o'clock in Edmands Park. Mr. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, 
Mr. Henry, Mr. Bruce, Mrs. Marshall and Superintendent Hermann 
were present. 

At the invitation of the Commission, Mr. B~adford 
Williams of 62 Bellevue Street, Newton, a landscape architect 
recommended by His Honor, Mayor Weeks, was present to give to 
the Playground Commission his ideas of what type of development 
should be undertaken in Edmands Park. 

He recommended naturalistic development and said 
that what had been done could easily be adapted to this type 
of landscape architecture. He explained at some length some 
of the features of such a development and pointed out that 
as far as possible the work finally should resemble unspoiled 
nature and that man-made structures should be minimized and 
that where houses, etc., were visible from within the park 
these sho~ld be hidden by appropriate planting. He felt that 
such an idea would not interfere with the park being used for 
winter sports such as tobogganing, skiing and skating. 

He strongly urged the Playground Commission to 
consider the acquisition of the hills on the east side of 
the p laygr_2~!!.9-_1Q.~lf .. 1b.§~Har:rrinatL. pr oper.t y_and -~the ~Count r.y 
Day· School of- the sacred Hear_~!....-~}h_i_sL sl;lQtJ.ld _ b.e _Q..Q!le in 
order~t·o- tnsnre-a:·-g:t"eater-natural effect and to prevent if 
possible the erection of buildings which would interfere 
with the ~aturalistic setting. 

At the request of the Commission for his terms 
Mr. Williams suggested that he thought it would be best to 
go ahead with a general plan for the development of this 
park. He felt that the ·usual charge of $5.00 per hour for 
his time plu·s office expenses would be the best possible 
business arrangement rather than setting a fixed sum which 
might be based on co~nission. 

Since the work of the E. R. A. was to be continued 
for some time it was agreed that the general plans should 
be prepared as soon as possible and after the Playground 
Commission had accepted this plan that it be submitted to 
the City Government for its approval in order to prevent 
hasty changes being made later on. 

The Playground Commission voted unanimously to 
engage Mr. Bradford Williams as their architect for the 
planning of this naturalistic park.and accepted the terms 
of $5.00 per hour for his time and office expenses it being 
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understood that for the current year only $1,000.00 were 
available. 

The SUperintendent stated that he would communicate With 
the City Solicitor to dr-aw-up some form of contract. 

The Playground Commission .agreed to meet again as 
soon as Mr. Bradford Williams was ready to submit. his first 
tentative plans~· 

EH:D 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

·i ·, .. 
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Minutes of the Connnis·sion Meeting Held 

December 20, 1935 
f ~ 

Messrs. Carter, Chairman, Speare, Henry, Bruce, Mrs. 
Marshall and Superintendent Hermann were present. 

I 

Mr. Bradford Williams presented his suggestions 
for the development o~ Edmands Park and with the help of 
two large prints explS:ined at some detail the proposed 
development. ·He explained that the terrain was ideally 
adapted for a naturalis.tic park. In such a development 
it would be of importance to- eliminate the possibility of 
man-made structures such as houses dominating the vistas 
which would be created. Such construction as the present 
dike, the concrete over-flow, etc., could easily be'adapted 
by adding some rough stone work. · 

He particularly pointed out the significance of 
the hill on the northeast side of the present property. 
This hill dominates the whole park and if houses are built, 
as they are likely to be since a street has already been 
laid out, it would seriously af-fect the whole scheme. 

Upon question of one of the Commissioners .. :i:f 
the proposed development of the city owned land could not 
be carried out without the hill being incl~ded, he said 
that this development could be made but that the hill 
would enhance ·the whole' scheme greatly. 

The Playgroun\i Commission by unanimous vote 
approved the preliminary plans submitted by Mr. Williams. 
The Playground Commission also voted that it is important 
for the future of this:great property that the hill on 
the northeast side as indicated on Mr. Williams' plan be 
acquired by the city-and also that Colby Road should be 
closed for public uses~· 

The Playground Commission also voted to~have 
the Superintendent of Playgrounds consult with His Honor, 
the Mayor, about the advisability of acquiring this hill 
and the necessary steps .to be taken to accomplish this. 
The Playground Commission also unanimously vot-ed and in
structed Mr. Williams to proceed with the detail planning 
of the north end of th~_park_which included the grading 
and reshaping of the pond and the grading of the proposed 
parking area. 

EH:K 

The Commission adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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TELEPHONE .. AND MAlL VOTE 

1935 

July 1 TELEPHONE VOTE . 

On the first Qf July 1935 SUperintendent Hermann 
personally cal:J,.ed each Pl~yground Commissioner regarding ~- . 
the use of Cabot Playground for Circus purposes on July 6, 
1935, by the Newton Lodge of Elks #1327. Mr. Hermann ex
plained that the circus was in every w~y a first-class affair 
and that the Newton Lodge of Elks would get a percentage of 
the income of this Circus for use in their charitable work. 

Each Playground Commissioner approved, with the 
provision that the applicants were made thoroughly familiar 
with the rules set-up on May 21, 1934. These rules cover 
the use of playgrounds for special affairs. 

November 6 MAIL VOTE 

On November 6, 1935 a mail vote was requested 
by the Superintendent after he had forwarded to each of 
the Commissioners a copy of the minutes of the meeting held 
November 5, 1935 with Mr. Bradford Williams at Edmands Park. 

Each Playgroun~ Commissioner approved Mr. Hermann's 
interpretation of Mr. W~iams' terms, etc., at the meeting 
at Edmands Park. · · 

EH:K 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held February 17, 1936 I·'. 
The Playground Commission met February 17, 1936 at 

City Hall. Mr. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, 
Messrs. Henry and Bruce and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
approved •. 

The annual budget, as submitted by the Superintendent, 
was then considered item by item and in a general way the Super
intendent's budget was approved. 

The main recommendation of $3,000.00 for supervision 
was. especially discussed. The Superintendent explained that it 
was high time that a few all year round permanent directors be 
engaged. There are now several experienced and well trained 
directors on the playground force who under the present system 
of part-time, recurrent, employment receive about $1,000.00 a 
year. By starting with a rate of about $1,600.00 for all year 
round employment, it was Mr. Hermann's opinion that we could 
meet the new problems of the youth of Newton by using these 
directors a few evenings a week in practically every district of 
Newton. 

Mr. Bruce argued against the expansion of supervision 
at this time. It was finally decided to ask for an additional 
appropriation of $1,000.00 which would enable the Depa~tment to 
put two directors on the year round employment list. 

The Playground Commission also voted to submit to His 
Honor, the Mayor, the request of the School Department for 
various kinds of new construction totaling approximately $20,000.00 
as a supplementary budget without comments. 

The Playground Commission also discussed at length the 
necessity of sanitary buildings on all playgrounds. The policy 
of adding sucp buildings annually as th~y were needed was in
terrupted owing to the general business depression some years 
ago. It was felt however that such extraordinary construction 
should not be part of the regular annual budget. It was decided 
that if the Committee on the Mayor's Address had passed on the 
recommendation for a saniteJy building for Hawthorne Playground 
favorably the Playground Commission might then make a special 
request t·o the City Government for an appropriation for a sanitary 
building. 

The superintendent reported on the request of the 
National You:th Administration to establish some part-time recre
ation centers in various part.s of the City to help in putting 
young men and young women to work who needed employment. 

I 

I 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held February 17, 1936 

The SUperintendent explained that there were some demands in 
several parts of the City for such work. With the help of the 
National Youth Administration in Boston a number of young people 
with certain qualifications to carry on tpese activities have 
been selected. The Youth Admini.stration allows only people in 
need to be employed but they do allow one trained supervisor 
who does not necessarily need to meet the r·equirements of those 
needing financial assistance. 

The Superintendent has recommended Mr. Shaughnessy to be 
the supervisor .fdr this project. It was explained that two or 
three evenings a week recreational activities would be conducted 
in the Nonantum Boys' Club, the Hamilton School in Lower Falls, 
the Newton Centre Recreation Building, St. Mary's Hall in Upper 
Falls and West Newton Community Centre at the Davis School. 

Mr. Bruce doubted the effectiveness of this whole scheme 
since it required the employment·of untrained +eaders. He 
further doubted its value on account of limited continuity and 
the uncertainty of its betng carried on for any length of time. 

The Commission did not take a vote on this matter but it 
seemed to be the opinion of the majority that some good might be 
accomplished. 

The SUperintendent submitted several plans from Mr. Bradford 
Williams, the chosen architect for the designing of Edmands Park. 
The plans showed the development of the north end of the park 
which will have to serve more or less as the parking area. The 
Playground Commission approved these designs and expressed itself 
unanimously in favor of continuing the planning of this valuable 
tract of land. 

An item for Architect's Expenses of $2,000.00 was entered 
in the budget.·· The Superintendent explained that with the ac
ceptance of these plans and the payment of the bill of $950.00 
for the first contract the further planning would have to cease 
until a further appropriation is made. 

173 

The Playground Commission considered the acquisition of 
further land adjoining the Allison Playground which would make 
practically a continuous playground by joining Allison and Victory 
Playgrounds. Since the .Committee on the Mayor's Address had not 
yet reported it was decided to take this matter up at a later 
meeting. 

The Playground Commission authorized the Superintendent of 
Playgrounds to send to Mr. Frank L. Richardson a unanimous vote 
of the Playground Commission gratefully accepting the offer of 
land between Beethoven Ayenue and Allen Avenue. Before doing 
this the Superintendent was instructed to consult again with 
Mr. Bartlett, the City S~licitor, and with Mrs. George Angier 
whose property would be directly opposite this playground. 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held February 17, 1936 

The Playground· Cowaission also voted to take the necessary 
steps for the acquisition of additional land particularly the hill 
dominating the Edmands Park property on the west side and to close 
Colby Street to regular traffic. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN 

Superintendent of Playgrounds · 

EH:K · 
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Minutes of the Playground Commis~ion Meeting Held April 6, 1936 

evening. 
intendent 
a copy of 
approved. 

The Playground Commission met at City Hall at 7:30 this 
Messrs. Carter, Henry, Bruce, Mrs. Marshall and Super
Hermann present. The minutes of the previous meeting, 
which had been mailed earlier to every Commissioner, were 

Mr. Carter told the Commissioners that it would be in 
order to elect a president, explaining that there might be a change 
in ordinances which might in the future have the City Government 
designate the Chairman of the Playground Commission. Mr. Bruce 
moved and Mrs. Marshall seconded the nomination of Mr. Albert P. 
Carter for Chairman of the Playground Commission. Mrs. Marshall 
put this motion to a vote and Mr. Carter was unanimously elected. 

The Playground Commission then considered in some detail 
the various communications from the Board of Aldermen which are as 
follows: 

To the Members of the Playground Commission; 

Gentlemen: 

The Board of Aldermen of the City of Newton, on 
recommendation of the Select Committee on Mayor's 
Address,-voted to refer the following matters to the 
Playground Commission: 

A. Enlarg~ment of the Allison Playground, With the recom
mendation that the necesse.ry steps be taken to acquire 
land, with estimate of cost, and request for appropriation. 

B~·Enlargement of the playground of Day Junior High School, 
with request for estimate of cost and request for 
appropriation. 

C. Service Building for Hawthorne St. playground, with recom
mendation tbat a definite proposition be submitted to the 
Public Buildings Committee with estimate of cost and 
request for appropriation. 

FMG:KEK 

Very truly yours, 

FRANK M. GRANT (Signed). 

City Clerk. 

To the Members of the-Playground Commission of the City of Newton: 

Gentlemen: 

D. The Board of Aldermen, at meeting held on March 16, 1936, 

1.175 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held April 6, 1936 

voted to refer to the Playground Commission Petition 
No. 73632, signed by a large number of residents of 
Newton Upper Falls Playground a building to house the 
social and recreational affairs of that community, or 
that the City purchase and maintain the building known 
as The Pettee Inn on Oak Street, Ward 51 for the same 
purpose. 

The Board requests that you make a study of this 
matter, and report to His Honor the Mayor. 

The above actioniwas taken on the recommendation 
of the Committee on Public Buildings. 

FMG:KEK 

Very truly yours, 

FRANK M. GRANT (Signed) 

City Clerk. 

A. ENLARGEMENT OF THE ALLISON PLAYGROUND: The Playground 
Commission unanimously voted to recommend the acquisition of 
the foliowing parcels of land #1, 2, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 
the closing of Rustic Street as a public highway to a line 
opposite lots #2 and 26. 

The acquisition of this land will unite what is now 
known as the Allison and the Victory Playgrounds making it 
possible to develop a good sized park playground for Nonantum. 

The Superintendent called attention to the possibility 
of the Metropolitan driveway being extended from the Watertown 
bridge through Nonantum towards Waltham. Since one of the 
plans would carry this highway along the Charles River the 
possibilities would be that this would not only reduce· the area 

. of this playground but would also take away the safe recreation 
of children and adults along the water-front and thus spoil 
the last opportunity for Nonantum to have a fair-sized ·recreation 
park. 

The Playground Commission unanimously recommended 
that the necessary steps be taken by the City to prevent this 
project being executed by the State. 

B. ENLARGEMENT OF THE PLAYGROUND OF DAY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL: 
The Playground Commission instructed the Superintendent to 
prepare a detailed report with plans covering this project of 
the enlargement of the Frank A. Day Junior High School including 
a possible recommendation for the acquisition of land adjoining 
the Albemarle Golf Course. 

I 

I 

C. SERVICE BUILDING FOR HAWTHORNE ST. PLAYGROUND: The Super- I 
intendent submttted various ideas on the location and type of 
building. He showed sketch plans prepared by the Building 
Department. He pointed out that there is in existence a building 
approximately SO x 35 1 made of concrete blocks which formerly 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held April 6, 1936 

was a machine shop and later on was used as a service building and 
is now used as a repair shop. The Superintendent submitted figures 
showing that this building could be made into a very serviceable 
building and give at the same time a fair-sized playroom at a cost 
of about $g,ooo.oo. 

He also submitted figures about the lot and the building 
quoting that the lots could be bought for about $400.00 and the 
building for about $1,000.00. 

177 

The Superintendent further pointed out, showing blue prints 
of the parcels of land which make up the Hawthorne Street Playground, 
that this whole playground was rather irregular in size and shape 
and that in consequence there is a badly hidden corner. He also 
stated that the building in question was troublesome since it had 
a large expansibn of windows aiong the playground~ side. He .said 
that in order to protect these windows he had to erect a very large 
wire screen since the building was not owned by the City. This wire 
screen had to be put parellel to the outside of the building. If 
the building were owned the screen co_uld hug the side of the building. 
The Playground Commission voted unanimously to· acquire this la_nd 
with building and when more detailed figures regarding the purchase 
etc.· are available the Commission will request an appropriation to 
cover the completion of this project. In the matter of planning, 
erection and maintenance of buildings the Playground Commission also 

. voted unanimously that it would continue the practice of many years 
of having its buildings planned, erected, and maintained by the City 
of Newton Building Department. 

(Before dictating the minutes of this meeting this morning 
the Superintendent in thinki~over the whole of this project during 
the intervening time came to the conclusion that the figures given 
for the building and lot could not possibly be right. In. taking 
this matter up again this mo~ning with the Board of Assessors it 
was found that an error had been made. The Assessors having a 
number of parcels of land and buildings owned by the same party 
placed a figure of $1,000.00 for the building in the wrong column. 
The Superintendent then found out that the assessed valuation of 
the building is $6,000.00 and the lot $500.00. The Superintendent 
will call the attention of the Playground Commission to this error 
at their next meeting, Thursday, April 9th.) 

D. COW~UNITY BUILDING ON THE UPPER FALLS PLAYGROUND: The Playground 
Commission voted unanfumously to have the Superintendent make a report 
oh the location of such a building an~ the approximate cost. Such 
report and recommendations to include the possibility of a compre
hensive plan but with a view of erecting part o-f such a building 
with additions to be made in later years. 

The Superintendent read a communication from the School 
Board which is as follows: 

"Before granting the appli.cation of the American Legion 
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I 

!or the use of the high school field on July 4, the 
chool Committee would like the opinion of the Play
round Commission as to the desirability of such use, 
nd information as to the activities which are to be 

/
carried on and as to where the responsibility is to 
be placed for the re-conditioning of the grounds or 
\any other damage which may be caused. 11 

11 We would appreciate your placing this matter before 
the Commission, and would like· as early a reply as 
possible." 

Very truly yours, 

GEORGE KELLAR (Signed) 

GK:GB Secretary 

He also explained in detail what the American Legion 
intended to do on this Fourth of July celebration. He also 
gave a list of activities to be conducted by the American 
Legion. 

I 

The Playground Commission unanimously voted to send I 
the School Board a copy of the rules and regulations pertaining 
to the use of playgrounds for special purposes and than an opinion 
as to the damages which might result to the field be added. 

- In the reading of the minutes of this meeting at the 
next subsequent meeting Thursday evening, April 9th, the Play
ground Commission suggested that the letter sent to Mr. George 
Kellar, Secretary of the School Committee be made part of this 
record. The letter is as follows: 

Dear Mr. Kellar: 

11 In reply to your· communication regarding an 
application of the American Legion for the use of 
the High School field on July 4th, the Playground 
Commission desires to call attention to the rules 
which were formulated some time ago in respect to 
the use of playgrounds for special purposes. 

I am requested to submit to you a copy of these 
rules and regulations. 

Since the American Legion, Newton Post #4S, sent 
this department a letter explaining the various set
ups which they intend to make on this occ.asion ahd 
since they have submitted with this also a list of 
booths and their purposes, I am enclosing a copy of 
their proposed activities, some of which may come 
under the heading of games of chance. 

I 



I 
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As far as the damage done to the field is concerned the 
Playg~ound Commission believe it to be a minor factor since 
it will involve the use of an area of Claflin Field which 
has not yet been reconstructed. 

According to information received directly from ~ 
the American Legion, Newton Post #43, the Post would place 
all its structures in conformity with the suggestions of 
the Superintendent of Playgrounds and in places where they 
would do but little damage. 

Encs: 
EH:K 

Respectfully yours, 

ERNST HERMANN {Signed) 

.Secretary, 
Playground Commission 
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The Superintendent then read a commun1cation received by 
him from the Secretary of the School Committee of the City of Newton 
which reads as follows: 

11 Mr. Warren probably informed you in.·his recent conference 
with you that we have been operating_a general department 
of the Trade School in the Peirce School building for the 
past two years. This group is composed of those pupils 
who cannot successfully carry on a regular junior high school 
program and must be provided with some type of practical 
education. · 

It has been very successful but has unfortunately outgrown 
its accommodations which, at best, have never been adequate. 

In searching for larger and more adequate housing facilities, 
the School Committee feels that the Hamilton School offers 
the best opportunity for this work. This school at present 
is operated at less than one-half of its capacity and has 
no prospects of any.particular growth in the future. 

It will be .necessary, _however; to have basement space for 
shop activities in order to carry .on the program and the 
School Committee has voted to request you to grant to them 
the use of basement space at the west end of the building. 
The amount required would take in the two small rooms at 
the west end and approximately ·sixty feet in length of the 
basement room. ·under this arrangement,_ the School Committee 
will take over the care of the two toilet rooms. 

If this request can be granted, it will be greatly appreciated 
by the School Committee and will allow them to carry on in a 
proper way what they consider a very valuable service. 

I 

An early reply will be appreciated inasmuch··as we have con
siderable work to do in order to prepare the building for 
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occupancy before the close of the present school year. 11 

Yours very truly, 

GEORGE KELLAR (Signed) 

GK:GB Secretary 

The Playground Commission voted unanimously to 
cooperate to the fullest with the School Department and its 
present needs, believing, that it would be only a temporary 
loss of space for recreation purposes. · 

Since the use of the toilet facilities on one end 
for boys and men and on the other end for girls and women is 
of great importance during recreation hours the Playground 
Commission recommends that a plan be worked out between the 
Superintendent of Playgrounds and the Superintendent of Schools 
which will insure the use of these facilities during playground 
hours. 

The Chairman, Mr. Carter, then addressed the Com
mission on the matter of W. P. A. projects. He explained that 

I 

there seemed to be in his own mind and in the mind of others I 
the idea that perhaps the Playground Commission was not fully 
responsible for the relief work going on on various playgrounds. 
The Superintendent briefly gave the history of these various 
types of undertakings which started originally as projects 
under Mayor Weeks' Relief Administration. The Superintendent 
felt that there had never been any doubt in his mind as to the 
full responsibility of the Playground Crimmission for these 
projects; that all the planning had always been prepared by 
the Playground Department just like all the other construction 
and other problems which have been prepared and executed by him 
in the past as far as playgrounds were concerned. He explained 
that the selection of the foremen, the laborers, timekeepers, 
etc. was in charge of Mr. Young. He prepares estimates, secures 
all necessary figures for the tools, materials, trucks, etc. 
from the heads of the City Departments. He submits the projects 
involving various departments to the Mayor who decides which 
projects are to be submitted to the W. P. A. Mr. Young had a 
very large force of clerks. The pay for labor was entirely a 
matter of the government and Mr. Young was handling that part 
also for the government. 

The Superintendent of Playgrounds had held himself 
entirely responsible for the carrying out of the various projects 
believing that this was the procedure under which he had always 
worked by authority of the Playground Commission. He explained I 
that the selection of the projects had been a matter entirely 
attended to by the former Mayor. Many ·of the projects were 
chosen, first, because the Playground Commission had available 
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- lands; second, the Playground Commission had plans for the development 
of these various parcels of land at the time the emergency arose; 
third, the Playgr01jnd Commission had the reputation.. of getting· ·work 
done. 

Although the selection of the laborers·, foremen and ·time
keepers is entirely in the hands of Mr.· Young and his department, 
the Superintendent of Playgrounds had -supervisory authority and 
had decided influence on the continuing of men, etc. 

Estimates for tools, materials, etc. were always requested, 
in many instances hurriedly, by the former Mayor and the recom
mendations for the appropriations had always been made by the Board 
of Aldermen directly at the request of Mayor Weeks and only in one 
instance was the Superintendent called in to explain the figures 
submitted for materials, tools, etc. 

The Playground Commission voted to familiarize itself 
with some of the details of the various projects now in operation. 
They will meet Thursday, April 9th, on the Allison Playground and 
then continue around over the various projects. 

Mr. Bruce during this discussion injected some pertinent 
facts about the approach to the Auburndale Playground by way of 
West Pine Street. The Superintendent explained that this was an 
unaccepted street and that legally no improvements could be made 
by any Department of the City of Newton. Since this whole matter 
of the Auburndale Playground involved the development of a parking 
area he suggested that the Playground Commission vote for additional 
land and if additional land were approved a safer approach to the 
Auburndale Playground could be easily made. 

The Superintendent then explained a new W. P •. A. project 
and requested the consideration of the Playground Commission in
volving this survey of the City of Newton recreational facilities 
and a study of delinquency. He said that he hoped that such a 
survey would either prove or disprove the influence of organized 
recreation on delinquency. He explained that the government was 

· very anxious to put to work rri~ women of the so-called white _ 
co ar c rea a Harold Young, the 
a n of the W. P. A. in Newton a~Jbm1tte ou ~ne 
'of this project as far ~s t~st is concerned. He pointed out 
further that Mr. Young had already secured the Mayor's approval 
of this project. Several Playground Commissioners expressed 
themselves in favor of this project and the Commission voted unani
mously their approval of this project. The whole project is to 
be under the direct control and supervision of the Superintendent of 
Playgrounds. 

In considering the matter of additional land on the east 
side of Edmands Pa:rk the Playground Commission felt that it had 
previously decided and voted that necessary steps be taken for the 
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approval of Mayor Childs to extend the probable cost of purchase 
of this additional land also that a recommendation be sent to 
the Mayor closing Colby Street as a public highway. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

EH:K 

I 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF THE PLAYGROUND COMMISSION MEETING HELD APRIL 9, 1936 

Messrs. Carterl Henry, Bruce, Mrs. Ma~shall and Sup~rin
tendent Hermann were present Thursday, April 9th, when the Play
ground Commission met at the proposed parking area in Edmands Park 
at 4:00 in the afternoon. 

After an inspection of the new pond, dike and the new 
slope, being developed, the Playground Commission were taken b~ 
Mr. Carter on a trip of inspection. 

At the first project W. P. A. #65-14-3195, at Cold 
Spring, the Superintendent explained in detail what had been done. 
He also pointed out the boundary and what would probably be done 
under the present approved project. He- showed also how a saving 
of $4,500.00 in material had been made by salvaging a great amount 
of loam and reshaping one of the hills to get gravel fill. The 
Superintendent also expressed his opinion on the need for furt:her 
acquisition of land on the north end. He called attention to the 
fact that Mr. Ryder, through his real estate agent, has offered 
the City about six acres adjoining the present city property. 

The Playground Commissiori then visited the Upper Falls. 
playground making on the way down a casual inspection of the 
Pettee Inn. Mr. Bruce during the trip had called the attention 
of the Commission to the fa.ct that he had received inquiries 
about the unfinished job of the lower area of the Upper Falls 
Playground where the sewer construction had been apparently com
pleted. The Superintendent said that as s-oon as the Engineer gave 
the word the Playground Commission would loam the· area through 
which the sewer had been built and seed it again to grass. He 
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said that this was one -of the most successful children 1 s and girl's
playground and should be returned to the use of the children as 
early as possible since it was a most natural lay-out in beauty 
and utility and far superior for summer play than the playground 
adjoining the Emerson School. 

The Playground Commission then looked over the playground 
which was develope& back of the Emerson School. 

The Commission then went to the Auburndale Playground. 
On the way they passed the Hamilton School on the Newton Lower Falls 
Playground. The various improvements, additions, etc., to the 
Auburndale Playground were then inspected and the Playground Com
mission discussed further the possibilities of a better and larger 
parking area •. This would involve additional land - a strip on each 
side of West Pine Street. Mr. Bruce told the Commission that he 
had received inquiries about making improvements on West Pine 
Street. The Superintendent mentioned the fact that no improvements 
could be made by any Department of the City on unaccepted streets. 
He further cautioned against making the road through the Auburndale 
Playground a regular automobile road. Should it be developed and 
become a legal through-way or a regular approach to the playground 
it would endanger the play of the children in a recreation park 
which is already somewhat narrow. The Playground Commission .. felt 
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that these improvements should be kept in mind .as a necessity 
for finally getting the best possible use out ·of this valuable 
property. 

On the way from the Auburndale Playground, by way of 
Commonwealth Avenue, the Playground Commission paid a visit to 
the Wellington Playground, the Eden Avenue Playground and then 
casually inspected the land adjoining the Albemarle Golf Course 
along Albemarle Road which might be considered as an athletic 
field for the F. A. Day ~unior High School. 

The next inspection was the playground back of the 
new Nevada Street School. The Superintendent explained the 
main features of the proposed development. The Playgr.ound 
Commissioners complimented Mr. Henry as the Architect of the 
Nevada Street School on the beauty of the building. 

The next visit was made to the Al~ison Playground 
starting at the end of Rustic Street and first looking over the 
proposed parcels of land to be added to the playground in order 
to make one continuous park playground of Allison Playground and 
Victory Field. The Playground Commission noted particularly the 
narrow strip owned by the Metropolitan District Commission. 

The last visit was made to the Hawthorne Playground 
where the proposed purchase of a small shop adjoining the play
ground was considered. 

The Commissioners then returned to the starting place 
" and adjourned to meet again after supper. 

ADJOURNED MEETING HELD AT CITY HALL APRIL 9, 1936, 8:00 p.m. 

Mr. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, Mr. Bruce, Mrs. Marshall 
and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The Playground Commission considered the probable cuts 
to be made by the Board of Aldermen on the Annual Budget and 
authorized the Superintendent to make the necessary adjustments 
wherever such cuts appear. On the item of New Construction which 
was cut in half by the Finance Committee and which had already 
previously been cut by His Honor, Mayor Childs, the Playground 
Commission reserved further decision believing that it might be 
well to ascertain from the Finance Committee their intention how 
the cuts were to be applied. 

I 

I 

The Superintendent called attention to an error made in ·I 
the estimate of the probable cost of the lot and building ad-
joining the Hawthorne Playground the purchase of which was 
previously recommended for a sanitary building. .Through some 
error in the numbering of the property in the Assessor's books 
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Adjourned Meeting Held at City Hall April 9, 1936 - $:00 p.m. 

the valuation given was faulty. The valuation is as follows: 
Land $500.00 Building $6,000~00. · 

After discussion the Playground Commission voted again to 
recommend the purchase of this land and building and its development 
along plans suggested by the Building Commissioner as a sanitary. 
building. 

The Superintendent called attention to the Playground Institute 
which is being held in Boston under the National Recreation Assoc
iation, National You~h Administration and the Works Progress Admin
istration. He sai~ that he had sent circulars of this institute 
to every director, assistant director and apprentice; that a large 
percentage of the instructors were taking one or more courses and 
therefore he deemed it inadvisable this year to have our own in
stitute. ·The Playground Commission approved this. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN (Signed) 

Superintendent of Pl~ygrounds 

I EH:K 

I 



186 

I 

I 

I 



CITY OF NE'A''l'::,N 
In Boa~d of Aldermen 74025 

BE IT CJ?..Di\T:\•E ~-·' 
OF' T:1E CrF'/ 

May 4,1936 

ORDINANCE N0.112· 

T:Lli BOA:W 
0 l<"' NK 'i'T 0 N 

ALDF.:RMEN 
t"OLLOWS: 

e.ection 129 of the !\evised Ordinance£\ of 1929 be 
and is hereby amended by adding the following new sentence; 

t
1The i:Eayor shall designate the Chairr.;:on of the 
Commission, subject to con'firms.tion by tl10 Board of 
Aldermen. 11 

So thAt said eection as amended will read rs 
.follows: 

Section 129. 'r~e l;lay;;:round Comm1sD1on f'.hr·ll 
consltot of five citizens to be ar;,polnted by tlle 
Mayor, which commicsion shall have and exerc18e the 
powere provided by la.w. 'rhe 'Meyer shall annually 
appoint such number of members of said commission 
ae sh~1ll equal the number of members whose terms 
expire in th"3 following L~arch, each such pereon to 
be appointed for the term of three years bec,inning 
with the flrE!t Monday of March in the year of the 
appointment and until their respectiVE! succe uwre 
are appointed. 'I'he ;ts.yor shall designate the Chs.ir
man of the Commission, subject to confirrnation by 
the Board of. !llderman. Vacancies may, in like Man
ner, be fllied for the unexpired term. 

Approved an ''to form and legal character: 

JOSEPH ~. BA~TLETT, City Eollcitor 

Under.suspension of rules 
Read twice and ij:(l~pt~ax passed to be ord.P-ined, 

21 yeas Approved ~ay 6,1936 

Edwin o. Childs,Mavor 
" 



CITY OF NEWT,JN 
In Bo~d of Aidermen 

May 4,1936 

ORDINANCE NO.ll2 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 

74025 

Section 129 of the Revised Ordinances of 1929 be 
.and 1s hereby amended by 'adding the following new sentence; 

ttThe Mayor shall designate the Chairman of the· 
Commission, subject to oonfirmati.on by the Board of 
Aldermen." 

So that said section as amended will read as 
follows: 

Seqtion 129. T~e Playground Commission shall 
consist of five citizens to be appointed by the 
Mayor, which commission shall have and exercise the 
powers provided by law. The Mayor shall annually 
appoint such number of members of said commission 
as shall equal the number of members whose terms 
expire in the following March, each such person to 
be appointed for the term of: three. years beginning 
with the first Monday of March in the year of the 
appointment and until their respective successors 
are appointed. The Mayor shall designate the Chair
man of the Commission, subject to confirmation by 
the Board of Alderman. Vacancies may, in like Man
ner, be filled for the unexpired term. 

Approved as'' to form and legal character: 

JOSEPH W. BARTLETT, City Solicitor 

Under suspension of rules . . 
Read twice and lHi5pt~ax passed to be orda.ined, 

21 yeas Approved May 6,1936 

Edwin 0. ChildstMayor 
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0 

The Playground Commission met at the office of the Department 
at eight o'clock in the evening of May 4, 1936. Mr. Albert P. Carter, 
Chairman, Mrs. Louis H. Marshall and Messrs. Henry and Bruce and 
Superintendent Hermann present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. · 

The Commission considered the budget item of $2;000.00 
allowed for new construction. The Superintendent reported that it 
seemed to be the intention of the Fin~nce Committee that this · 
appropriation be used for the constructi_on of tennis courts on what 
is known as the Wellington Playground_ .in West Newton. He referred 
particularly to a letter he had received in answer to his inquiry of 
Mr. Bowen, Chairman of the Fina.'nce Committee.. · 

Since the appropriation does not cover the cost of three 
tennis courts the Superintendent pointed out that from figures received 
the amount of $2,000.00 would not be sufficient to construct two tennis 
courts and that it might be done only if he constructed them with his 
own help as far as the surfacing were concerned. The fencing would of 
course have to be done by one of the fence makers in Newton. The 
Superintendent gaie somewhat detailed information why two courts could 
not be constructed as cheaply as three, raising the cost per court. 

The Superintendent further pointed out the value of tarvia 
lithic surface when compared with clay surface: The initial expense 
is about the same but the ma.intenance cost is from six to eight times 
as high on clay courts as on tarvia lithic courts. The resiliency is 
not quite the same as clay but it has proven a splendid substitute 
for clay. He further pointed out that the number of play days per 
year were more than quadrupled on tarvia lithic courts when compared 
with clay courts since the matter of fall frost and the frost coming 
out of the ground·in the spring would not influence tarvia lithic 
surfaces. He mentioned particularly that a great many young people 
had to be accommodated and the number of playing days should materially 
affect the consideration of the type of surface. There are however 
in every district now some young people who are quite proficient in 
tennis and they naturally prefer clay courts since most tournaments 
are still held on clay courts. The number of such players in a district 
is of course small when compared with the number using the courts 
regularly. 

The Playground Commissionunanimously expressed itself in 
favor of tarvia lithic -surface but on account of public opinion~in 
West Newton they thought it would be well to ascertain from the Alder
men most familiar with public opinion in West Newton what kind of 
surface were wanted. The Superintendent was authorized to consult 
with the Aldermen of West Newton and if they also agreed that the 
tarvia lithic surface should be installed, to go ahead with the con
struction. · 

It was agreed that since the existing tennis court at Levi 
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Warren Junior High School had tarvia lithic surface wbich extended 
into the second court already that this set should be entirely 
tarvia lithic. 

The Playground Commission approved the charitable Horse 
Show to be held on the Newton Centre Playground on the north end, 
May 16th. 

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Marshall stated that they were very 
frequently approached by candidates for positions on the directing 
staff of the Playground Department. It was pointed out that the 
Commission had always referred any such matters to the Superintendent 
of Playgrounds. Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Marshall both stated that they 
had referred such ·applications to the SUperintendent of Playgrounds 
and might add statements about the applicant's training and qualif-
ications if they knew about them. · 

The Superintendent reported progress on the planning and 
the estimating of a Neighborhood Building on the Upper Falls Play
ground. He pointed out that such a building should be planned as 
had been the custom by the &1ilding Commissioner and in talking with_ 
him he said that he had· no funds to engage an architect and he advised 
the Playground Commission to ask for an appropriation of $500.00 for 
the making of tentative plans and estimate of probable cost. 

I 

The Commission unanimously voted.to request the City Govern- I 
ment for an appropriation of $500.00 to be made to the Building 
Department for the purpose of planning a recreation building for Upper 
Falls. 

Mr. Bruce mentioned that he had been at a meeting of about 
fifty prominent ladies of Newton at which definite criticism of some 
of our personnel had been made. He mentioned that he had told the 
Superintendent about this before the meeting. 

Respect fully submitted·, 

ERNST HERMANN (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

EH:K 

I 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held June 22, 1936 

The Playground Commission met at the call of the Chairman 
at City Hall this evening. Mr. Carter, Chairman, Mrs. Marshall, 
Mr. Bruce and Superintendent Hermann present. 

The meeting was· called to discuss in a general way some 
recommendations which were made by members of the City Government 
that there ought to be an Assistant Superintendent in the Department. 

The Superintendent .reported that there is no formal vote --== 
on the part of the Board··;of Aldermen or the Finance Committee 
recommending the appointment of an Assistant SUperintendent and that 
in the opinion of His Honor, the Mayor, there was no reason for doing 
so at this time and no funds available for this year. 

The SUperintendent explained in detail the history of the 
present set-up and its workings. He pointed out the great economy 
by having part-time workers and men and women available at any time 
when the need for extended supervis.ion arises. 

The practice of ·engaging school men was started twenty 
years ago when the School Department was in need of men for the 
'!Wper grammar grades and the School Board and the Playground De
partment jointly hired men for the schools_and for the playgrounds 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and Saturdays all day. 

The SUperintendent read a number of records of supervisors, 
directors ~d assistant directors who had been in the department 
for many years:· He said. that a list of their personal and educational 
history was constantly kept up to date and that these factors about 
the employees of th.e dep~tment were at ,all times available. 

The Playground Commission considered at some length the 
present set-up for supervision and the need of a far-sighted policy 
which would insure the continuity of the present set-up. No final 
decision was reached. 

The SUperintendent was requested to furnish t.o members of 
the Playground Commission the dates of playground festivals and 
other events which might be conducted during the summer season. 

The Superintendent explained the request of the Newton 
centre Women's Club for the use of the north end of the Newton Centre 
Playground; the proceeds to be used for charitable work. The request 
was originally for June 26th, but at the present time it seemed as 
though this date might have to be postponed. The Playground Commission 
approved a permit being granted to the Newton Centre Women's Club 
for this purpose. 

Mr. Bruce called attention to the fact that the Chamber 
of Commerce was trying to get the City to dispose of about one 
quarter of a million dollars worth of property which the City holds 
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on tax titles, etc. The Playground Commission thought that it 
might be well for the Superintendent to ascertain where these 
properties were located and if a study.of some of this property 
proves that it would materially enhance the playground development 
in Newton to make a report which might influence the City Govern
ment to hold such lands against future public needs for playgrounds. 

·EH:K 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

... , ·~ ... : . - ~ .. 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held Oct.ober 26, 1936 

A meeting of the Playground Commission was held this ,evening 
at 7:30 in the office of the department. Mr. Albert P. Carter,. Chairman 
t~rs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Mr. Lyscom a Bruce, and 
Superintendent Ernst Hermann were present. · . · . . 

The first item of business was a consideration of the orders 
#74643 and #74792 of the Board of Aldermen. These orders read as 
follows: 

ORDERED 
That the Playground Commission be and is hereby 

authorized to accept deed of gift of land from Mr. Frank L. 
Richardson, containing about 130,000 square feet, located 
between Allen Avenue and Beethovan Avenue, Ward 5, shown 
on the Assessors 1 Plans as Section 57, Block 11, Lots 3 and'~lf,. 
for park and playground purposes with conditions expressed 
in the deed and deed to be in form satisfactory to the City 
Solicitor. 

It is hereby further ORDERED that His Honor the Mayor 
be and is hereby authorized to convey to Mr. Richardson thanks 
of the City for this generous gift. 

ORDERED 
That Order No. 

September 23rd, 1936, 
following paragraph:· 

#74792 
74643, adopted by the Board of Aldermen 
be and is hereby amended by adding the 

11 And it is further ORDERED, that the City assume the 
taxes on said land assessed as of January 1st, 1936. 11 
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PLAYGROUND DEPARTMENT 

ERNST HERMANN 

SUPERINTENDENT 

·~ ; 

City of Newton, 1'\assachusetts 
,, I Incorporated 1878 

Oc;tpber 26,1936 

TELEPHONE 

CENTRE NEWTON 4700 

COMMISSION 

ALBERT P. CARTER, CHAIRMAN 

RALPH C. HENRY 

LYSCOM A. BRUCE, JR. 

Mlt!l. LOU!!!! H. MA.ItSHA.l.'i. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was voted: 

That the deed 'of gift of land from Mr. Frank L. 
about 

Richardson, containing/lJO,OOO square feet, located between 

Allen Avenue and Beethove'n Avenue, Ward 5, and shown on the 

Assessor's Plans as Sect'ibn 57,Block 11, Lots 3 and 4, b~ 
' I 

' ' 
and hereby is accepted, ~pen the terms and conditions ex

pressed in the said deed··,. to wit, 

Attest: 

11 1) That the grantee shall use the premises 
herein conveyed as a playground and for no other 
purpose for a·period of forty years from the date 
hereof. 1 • 

2) That the gr9~tee shall grade the said premises 
suit ably for the said purpose prior to October 1, · 
1937. 

3) That the grantee shall commence to operate the 
said premises as a playground and shall place there
on such playground equipment as. is necessary for the 
operation of .said premises as a. playground prior to 
october 1,193e. 

For any breach of the above conditions the 
premises shall revert to the grantor, his heirs, 
executors and assigns ~ith the same force and effect 
as if this conveyance had not been made. 11 

" . 
CITY OF NEWTON. PLAYGROUND COMMISSION 

4 t:rue copy 

~r~~-eu,/ 
Secretary 
Playground Commission 
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The Playground Commission next considered the petition from 
the Horace Mann District Association, Newtonville, Massachusetts in 
which William J. Hannon, Ernest Sullivan and others request the 
establishment of a larger playground which is to serve the district 
as well as the F. A. Day Junior High School. The Playground Commission 
unanimously voted that a communication be sent to the Association 
stating that the Playground Commission is heartily in favor of such 
a project .and that. it will be gi:ven. mo$t careful consideration. The 
Playground Commission agrees that a reasonably sized playground in 
the vicinity of the Horace Mann Playground and the F. A. Day Junior 
High School is a public necessity. 

The Playground Commission discu.ssed the letter of complaint 
of Mr. Carl L. Grip in which h.e s.everely criticizes the placement 
of horse shoe pitching c.ourts on the Horace Mann Playground. The 
Superintendent reported that he had taken this matter up verbally and 
in writing with Mr. Grip and that the above petition made by the 
Horace Mann District Association was an outcome of these complaints 
of Mr. G:rip. 'l'he Superintendent believes that for the time being no 
further steps need to be taken. He also st~ted that the members of 
the association individually and collectively cooperated most 
heartily with the playground department to minimize the 11 nuisance 11 

of horse shoe pitching contests of which Mr. Grip complained. 

The Superintendent reported upon the matter of vacant land 
and tax title land which was brought to the attention of the 
Playground Commission at a previous meeting. On October 3, 1936 the 
Superintendent consulted Mr. Bartlett who said that he, with the 
chairman of the Board of Assessors, was trying to get a W. P. A. 
project to make a survey of tax title land, etc., in Newton. 

Mr. Bartlett stated th~t this survey was to include the 
charting_of all these parcels of land in Newton; second, that it was 
to evaluate them; third, that it was to list them; fourth, that the 
survey was to make a report to all department heads. They were to 
study the parcels and to advise if such parcels could be used now, 
in the near future, O'r in the distant future. M·r. Bartlett agreed 
with the Superintendent that there was no need for separate study on 
the part of the Playground Commission at this t im·3. 

Mrs.· Marshall expressed her strong conviction that a 
playground in the vicinity of the Ward School was necessary. The 
Playground Commission requested the Superintendent to bring in a 
report as to possibilities of a playground being acquired in this 
region. 

The Playground Commission also agreed that plans should 
be started for the developement of the Webster Playground in 
Newton Centre. The Superintendent reported that Alderman Jamieson 
had inquired about the status of th!i:s playground and he also inquired 
about a fence on the West side of the John W. Weeks Jr. High athletic 
field. ~ 
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Mr. Bruce brought up the matter of the statement in t 
the paper purporting to come from Alderman Cronin regarding-some 
matters affecting the Lower Falls Playground. The Playground 
Commission thought that the Superintendent's letter to Alderman 
Cronin in answer to his inquiry was all that seemed to be needed.· 

The Superintendent reported briefly that ~:the Allison, 
Ne~ada, and Edmands Park W. P. A. projects on the Auburndale and 
Cold Spring Playgrounds were temporarily suspenaed. The fencing on 
the Newton Centre Playground along Tyler Terrace was also a W. P. A. 
project sponsored by the Street Department. A new floor is being 
laid in the Newton Centre Playground House._- This is sponsored by 
the Building Department. The inside and outside painting in the 
Crystal Lake Bath house was a W. P. A. project also under the 
sponsorship of the Building Department. 

The Superintendent submitted a tentative list of 
major developements on the Newton Playgrounds during the year 1936 to 
date made·by the labor force of the department. He stated that this 
list was not complete. He thought- it would be of interest to see 
what had been accomplished this year in the improvements of the 
various playgrounds in lay-out and equipment. He said that this 
work· was being done during the months when the regular maintenance 
work is less intensive. 

EH:EE· 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann· (Signed) 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

"\'• '.· . ·'. _;· 
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TELEPHONE AND MAIL VOTES 

May 19, 1936 TELEPHONE VOTE 

The Playground Commission approved going ahead with 
original plans to finish the two courts at the Levi Warren Junior 
High School and build two courts at Wellington Playground instead 

195 . _; 

of adopting Mr. Hutchinson's suggestion of building three courts at 
Wellington and completing only one at Levi Warren Junior High Schpol. 

September 2, 1936 TELEPHONE VOTE 

The Playground Commission approved a permit being given 
to Bernard D. Farrell for a baseball game with softball and with a 
flood lighting system on the West Newton Playground on Wednesday 
Evening, September 9. The vote of the Playground Commission taken 
over the telephone by N~. Hermann was unanimous. 

November 25, 1936 IVIA.IL VOTE 

The Playground Commission approved asking for an additional 
appropriation of $500 for skating supervision . 

. December 19, 1936 MAIL VOTE. 

'l'he Playground Commission approved asking for an additional 
appropriation of $700 for Maintenance. 

EE 
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Minutes of the.Playground Commission Meeting Held February 25, ~937 

The 'Playground Commi'selon meeting was hela· ·on February 25 
at 4 p. m. at the C'ity Hall,·- office of·-·the Superintendent .. Chairman, 
Mr. Albert P·. Carter, Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Mr. Lyecom A. Bruce, 
Mrs. LoU:! a· H. Marshall, ·Mr. George Kellar and Superintendent Ernst 
Hermann were present~ · 

Mr. Kellar, because· it was hls firet·meetlng with the 
Commission, was heartily greeted by the members of the Playground 
Commission. 

It was voted to postpone the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting to ·the next meeting of the Commission. 

It was voted t'o' authorize the Superintendent to lirge the 
planting of trees on.all. our playgrounds where needed this season. 
The Superintendent pointed out that the planting and care of trees 
comes under the Forestry Division of the Street Department and that 
he had previously seen Mr. Rogers, the Superintendent of that . 
department. Mr. Rogers assured him that he had again placed an 
appropriation for new trees in his budget. The Superintendent was 

.directed to send a special letter to His Honor, Mayor Childs urging 
·the planting of trees on the Newton Playgrounds. 

The Webster Playground in Newton Centre was next considered. 
It was voted to authorize the Superintendent to stop dumping on this 
area providing sufficient· fill had been deposited. The Superintendent. 
was requested to prepare some plane for further development of this 
playground. 

The mEl,tter of a, wid'er approach to the Cold Spring· Play
ground by way of Duncklee Street was then considered. The · 
Superint·endent submitted the. plan and suggestions for the widening 
of the right-of:;,.way· now in existence from· g·• to 24• according to 
plans made by the-city Ehgfheer. 'The superintendent pointed out 
that the Board of Aldermen would rrrst·have to approve and ap.:. 
propr1ate the money for ·thre_purpose. The City Solicitor has 
recommend-ed· that· this· r1'ght-of:..;way ·be· bought a:s a part of the 
playground and not as a'part of the street system. 

· The ·matter of' ·regular· meetings was again brought up by 
Nii'. Bruce. It was agreed that· some regular tlme for meetings· might 
be planned but that further considevation be given to this matter at 
the next meeting of the Commission. The next meeting was tentatively 
planned for April g or, 15 at 7 p. m. depending on the annual budget 
being passed by the City .Government. _ 

The Playground Commission considered in detail the budget 
for 1937 as submitted by Mr. Hermann. The following budget was 
approved by the Playground Commission: · 
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PLAYGROUND DEPARTN£NT 

Salaries: 
Superintendent 
Clerical Assistance. 
Temporary Clerk 
·Directors 

Office Expenses 
Travel Expenses out of state 
Auto Maintenance 
Maintenance 
Replacement of Equipment . 
Construction 
New Equipment 
Outside Charges 
Care and Alterations Elem. Sch. Grounds 

19'3'it" 
. Department 
Rec. 

$ J, ooO"~ oo-· 
2 ,'54-7'~"50 
300~00 

32,000.00 
785.00 
2oo.o-o·· 

1,200.00 
37,320.36 
3,280.00 

10,426.00 
1, 7oo.·oo 

35.00 
7,100.00 

$99,893.86 

Actuar· 
Appropriation*· 
April 9, 19}7 

· $. 3;oou~oo· · 
2,·54:7. 50 

300.00 
32,000.00 

78s·:oo-
2oo~oo 

1,200.00 
36,320.36 
3 ,28o.oo·· 

10,426.00 
900.00 
35.00 

6,-550.00 
$97,543.86 

* The 1937 appropriation which was passed by the Board of Aldermen 
April 9 is herewith added for convenient comparison. 

I 

The item of Directors which showed $3,500 over the same 
item for 1936 was given considerable attention. It was voted to I 
request· this as one item for the purpose of developing neighborhood 
centres during the winter months in Upper Falls and Thompsonville. 
This sum would also enable the department to make some slight additions 
in the daily wage schedule of the directors who deserve some con
sideration owing to long and faithful service. ~orne of the money 
might also· be used for assistance to the Superintendent. 

The item under Maintenance which included an additional $500 
for rental and janitor service, if theN. Y. A. work is to continue 
another year,·received some special discussion. Mr. Bruce made'the 
statement.that on some visit he made and other information he had 
that this work was not properly supervised. The;Super1ntendent . 
pointed out that it might be well if we had an ac1ditional appropri
ation for supervision to have one of our-trained·workers on -each .one 
of these pr~jects. - - · 

He further stated that since the N. Y. A. spent approxi
mately $6,000 for salaries which benefitedthewhite collar class and 
since some good results were obtained·we·should'continue it if ~-~--~ 
possible.·: He further stated that one could not judge the success of 
playground attendance or attendance at N. Y. A. centres by casual 
visits bu~ that our regular reports contained data which were of 
interest . 

. Incidentally, the Superintendent stated that $3,556.g3 was .I 
paid in :by citizens for bathing, .tennis and skating licences during . 
the year 1936. 
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The Superintendent reported that an unexpended balance for the 
regular department budget· ·of· $922."-so was turned· back to "the City 
T·reasurer at the end' of the year 19}6. · · Al'so that $14,496·~gg was 
turned back to the City Treasurer as an unexpended.balance·or the 
appropriation made for W. P. A. Projects. 

Resp.ectfully subm1 tted, 

ERNST HERMANN. 

EH:EE Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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Minutes of the Playground Commission Meeting Held April 15, 1937 

The regular meeting of'the Playground Commission was held 
April 15~ 1937 at 2:30 p. m. in the office of the Superintendent. 
Mr-. Albert P. Carter, Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. Ralph C. Henry,. 

/ 

Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, .Mr. George Kellar and Superintendent Hermann. 

203 

were present. The Playground Commission approved the minutes of the 
previous meeting but vote~ to add~the actual details of the budget 
which they approved and for ready comparison the figures of the budget 
as passe~ by the Board of Aldermen April .9, 1937. 

It was voted that the records of the future meetings should 
record mainly the actual votes passed by the Playground Commission with 
only brief re~erences to the facts on the subject voted and that the 
details of discussion be omitted. 

After d~scussing the cuts made by the Board of Alderm~n on 
the budget submitted by the Commission and approved by His Honor 
Mayor Childs, the Commission voted that the thousand dollars deducted 
from the item of maintenance be left to the Superintendent for adjustmert~ 
covering the details of the maintenance appropriation. 

It was voted on account of the deduction of $SOO from the item 
of New Equipment that the contemplated extension of the lighting system 
at Auburndale and Crystal Lake skating places be omitted this year. 

It was further voted that the $550 deducted fro~ the item of 
Care and Alterations of School Grounds be left to the Superintendent 
for adjustment. 

The Playground Commission discussed a verbal communication 
from His Honor, Mayor Childs regarding rules governing the use of 
playgrounds for special purposes. 

The Commission voted to have the chairman, Mr. Albert P: Cart:er 
together with one member of the Playground Commission appointed by him 
serve as a committee to wait upon His Honor the Mayor to ascertain his 
wlshes and suggestions. 

The_chairman then presented a petition he had received from 
the Newton Low~r F~lls Ifuprovement Association. This petition contained 
the names of 196 people. The Playgrpund Commission voted to have the 
Superintendent submit at the next meeting of·the Commission an estimate 
of the cost of construction of two tennis courts ~or ~he Newton Lower 
Falls Playground together with the type of surface which he deems best. 
It was also voted to make the petition a permanent record of the meeting 
of the Commission. The -petition in substance reads as follows: 

We, the members of the Newton Lower Falis Improvement Associa tiq!n, 
and other residents of Newton Lower Falls, respectfully request 
thattennis facilities be provided at the Lower Falls Playground 
by the construction of four -permanent clay courts at the north · 
side of the school. 

We were led to believe by Nw. Ernst Hermann that these courts 
would be provided for in your budget and now find that tvis 
has not been done. As the ·present courts are only of temporary 
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construction and very unsatisfactory, and the Lower Falls Playground 
is the only one in the city where permanent courts have not.been ·1 
installed we trust that you wiLl give our reasonable request your 
ernest consideration. 

. The Playground Commission next considered the extension of 
neighborhood recreation in Thompsonville and Upper Falls and other matters 
pertaining to the playground staff of directors and supervisors. It was 
voted that two members be appointed by the chairman to act with the 
Superintendent to investigate and'recommend to the Commission the de
sirability of: 

1 •. Creating the position of Assistant Superintendent. 

2. Employing a full time supervisor of Community Centre 
activities. With recommendation of individual for 
position and salary. 

3. Employing a full time supervisor of Boys' activities 
with recommendation of individual for position and 
salary. 

A report to be made at the next meeting of the Commission. The chairman 
appointed Mr. Henry and Mrs. Marshall to serve on this committee. 

The Playground Commission voted that the Superintendent submit 
to the Commission for their approval a list of members of the supervisors I 
and directors staff together with their salaries and their duties, also 
any changes in salaries contemplated. In case of emergeogy, the Play-
ground Commission authorized the Superintendent to make such changes in 
the staff as he deems necessary; such changes to be subject to the 
approval of the Playground Commission at its next meeting. 

It was further voted to authorize the Superintendent to begin 
neighborhood activities in the ~merson and Bowen Schools if and when in 
his judgement this could be started. 

The Playground Commission considered the recommendation of the 
Superintendent regarding the wider use of school buildings and future 
school buildings for this purpose. 

The Playground Commission voted to send His Honor Mayor Childs 
the following letter; 

Honorable Edwin 0. Childs 
Mayor of Newton 

Dear Sir: 

Owing to the ever increasing needs and the constantly 
growing demands of the general public for neighborhood 
centres, we would suggest that this problem be given con
sideration in the planning of the new district school in 
West Newton. . I 
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The wider_use of the school plant has been a matter 
of deep concern of recreation execu~ives and social agencies 
in America for many years. 

I~ a plan for a joint building could be worked out 
by the school and playground departments, it would probably 
result in giving the school department a more complete 
set-up for their health and physical and crafts program 
and give the neighborhood a real neighborhood center. A 
carefully planned combination school and neighborhood 
center would probably be the most economical solution in 
the long run. 

We believe that a plm can· be worked out which would 
prove satisfactory to all educational groups in Newtqn. 

Respectfully yours, 

City of Newton Playground Commission 

by ERNST HER~~NN (Signed) 

Secretary to the Commission 

In forwarding this letter to His Honor Mayor Childs it was voted to 
request his Honor to send a copy of this· letter to the school board 
of Newton. 

The Superintendent submitted a list of projects _which might 
be undertaken as w. P. A. Projects in the future. 

The Playground Commission ~oted its approval of these proje~ts. 

The list as submitted by the Superintendent is as follows: 

1. Webster Playground, Newton Centre 
Grading, etc. · 
Construction Playfields 
Drains 
Loam 

·Planting 

2. Boyd Playground, Nonantum· 
Sanitary Building 

(by Building Dept.) 
Approximate cost 

3. Hawthorne Play ground 
Field House 

(by Building Dep~.) 

1. Plan 
Buy adjoining land and 

building. . 
Probable purchase price 

$ 6,000.00 

$12,000.00 

$ 6,000.00 
to $ S,OOO.OO 
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2. Alterations of building 
Sanitary for Girls 
Sanitary for Boys 
Directors' Rogrn 
Storage Room 
Small play hall and 

meeting room 

4. Newton Centre Playground 
Tennis Courts 
Regrading embankment 
Retaining wall 
Fencing 

Estimated total cost 

5. Newton Centre Playground 
(by Street Dept.) 
Drain to connect certain street 

storm sewers with brook. 

6. Newton Lower Falls Playground 
4 tennis courts 
Blue Clay Subsurface 

Approximate cost(Labor) 
(Materials) 

71 Upper Falls Playground 
Neighborhood Building 

(by Building Dept.} 

5. Allison Playground 
Extension of Project leading 

to final completion 

9. Oak Hill Neighborhood 

(Labor) 
(Materials) 

& School Playg·round 
Clearing 
Draining 

Rough Estimate: 

Grading 
Filling 

10. Auburndale Playground · 

Labor 
Materials 

Waterline below frost depth by 
way of West Pine Street through 
parking area to Bath House. 

Waterline, etc. on Commonwealth 
Avenue end. 

11. Cabot Playgrand 
Regrading foo·tball field and 

south diamond. 

to 

to 

$ 5,000.00 

$ 1,500.00 

? 

$ 3,000.00 
4,000.00 

$50,000.00 
$75,000.00 

$10,000.00 
$ 6,000.00 
$ 5,000.00 

$30,000.00 
$15,000.00 

$3,000.00 

$2,000.00 

$ 5,000.00 

I 

I 

I 
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12. Cold Spring 
Completing 
Filling 
Grading 
Surfacing 

1+ tennis courts 

$10,000.00 

$ 5,000.00 

The Superintendent submitted some suggestions for the 
acquisition of the property at Crystal Lake formerly occupied by the 
Crystal Lake Ice Company. The Playground Commission voted thatthe 
Superintendent submit a detailed study of this proposed developement. 

The Superintendent submitted a request from the Misses Marcey 
of Upper Falls that a division fence between the playground and their 
property be erected. The Commission voted toc·consider this matter in 
making up the next annual budget. · 

The Superintendent submitted a plan showing a large area of 
land along Quinobequin Road. The plan shows that the city holds on tax 
titles most of this area except a few lots, and that the lots not held 
by the city could be bought at a. reasonable cost. 

The Superintendent expla~ned that·thls w~s a suitable location 
for a playground. The approach would be particularly good since the 
children would not have to cross a main highway. The Commission voted 
the approval of further considere.tion of this land for playground purposes. 

A letter from the corresponding secretary of the Newtonville 
Women's Club was read. It was voted to make this a part of the minutes 
of the meeting. The letter reads as follows: 

City of Newton 
Playground Commission 
~Ir. Lyscom Bruce 

Dear Sir: 

Newtonville Woman's ClJub 
Newtonville, Mass. 

April 11+, 1937 

As members of the executive Board of the Newtonville 
Woman's Club, as well as mothers, we wish to ask again, 
why Newtonville children are subjected to such poor play
ground facilities? We refer particularly to the Frank A. 
Day Jr. High School. · · 

It seems to us imperative that the resurfacing of 
the present inadequate playground be done without delay, 
and we solicit your earnest •Cooperation in this project. 

Respectfully_yours, 

(Mrs. Ralph W.) Ruth Gilman Conant 

Cor. Sec. 
77 Kirkstall Rd. 
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The Superintendent explained that a costly new surface ought not 
to· be contemplated at this time since plans were on foot to provide a new 
playground for the Frank A. Day Junior High School and for the district. I 
He said further that with the overhauling the grounds had now received 
and the care it was now possible· to give, the nuisance complained of 
would practically be eliminated. 

The Commission voted to hold the next meetin~ on May 11 and 
June S at 7:30 p. m. at City Hall. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EH:EE Superintendent of Playgrounds 

I 

I 



( 

'the committee rw;;ointed by the chairman April 15, 1937 
t6 act with the superinte~~ent to investigate and recorrwend to the 
Commiseion the de~lrability· of: 

2. Em:olo;ving n full time superviso.r. of Community Centre 
a.ctivi tie~ with :r•ecnmH1endation of indi viduel for p(lt;j_ tion 
a.nd. sAlflry. 

~noloying a full time euoervieor of boy's actlvitiee 
with rr;;comEiendation of 1rldlviduH1 for posi tiot1 [<.nd 
Rt!l.l'.'· ry . 

Met in the office of the superintendent this morning and 
recommends the follo~ing. 

It ie inadvisable to appoint an Assistant Super
intendent at this time. 

2. ~e recommend the employment on H fgll time b~~is 
;;rlth an.annuHl s~d.fi.ry of 'it2,200.00.beginn1ng l'Jith 
ttH:: Oa.te of thie.: r~:.::eclal G!e:;:igrt\1•0::mt of k:rs. ;;_e\gn?.. 
Hovg~?ar*(\ ~E Director' of ~~omj;·;tmit.v G•ontr.•e t~ctJ.vi.tlAB. 

) • •,\'f:: :r-<"'cottn1i~::nd th.f; •:.:·tiiplo.yment on a fU.TT--tTm~;· 'biisi 8 

~ith an annual salary of ~2,100.00 beeinnins ~ith 
th.e O.atB of' thie r; 1.:ec1a1 Hect~nm.::;nL Qf ~:,r. 8. Leo 
H'Uf}_:n.~8 ar; D1rsctn>:' of Hoys' e\ctivitiEoe. 

In i!ti?Jcing theHt:: recom<i•end~tionB til;:;;; cant.mitti;:'B ie a~J~.re 

ths t .c::n t;;;pini on may h&.V0 bet:n e~ prf;B ::;ed th(:: t: the .'ld.d.i tional 
appropriation for euperv1e1on was intended by the PlAyground 
Commission to vn in oart t<Jwaro.f:! the 1F1al:.u•y of an t\sslstant 
Buperintend.ent:· Th]_,~ e·;rp.r·essior& 1~·ne not mt•;de .s1t the time .11\t'. Henry 
Ci.nd hr. riermrum were bef\:)r€' the Fln:>nce-· Gomml ttee. In consulting 
·;,it.h the chBirman of the i~'in.!":l:nc~ Committ.:J~:'.! at the r~;quest of 
;\::.r'. Cp,rt£.:~l"', ;;,:r. Gowen expressed t;h.B ·vte~:i th"" t there V.rac no rercr,:~on 
~hy ths il0yground Oomml~eion needed to change ita intention8. 

'fht:: (ilRygroun,). ComwlsPion ht:n:~ :::;,lf:lo exore~eed 1 ts opinion 
durinh r'P.O(';:n t d:l1:1CtH'!~1on dux• i ng regulr~.r meetlngs th.r t nothing ~hou1d 
be done ''~lch l8.t~;:r' 1 n·i~erfer'-<?d ~"' l th a. :f!'i::>~1 choice of f..! r~ucco;;:H:~.or to~ 

the ores~nt Guperint2nd0nt. 

The committe~ al~a considered thn Givil Service requiren~nt. 
1\n },~"r-<Lrd;2nt .'3u<.•~:rintr;ndf:J~t 1,,·o1Jld oo,}.: under C:i.vll f.5-erv:lce Y''ule. If· 
1t ~ere the intention of the ;l~ygrounct Com~iasion to create this 
·,)()f-itlon., the C1iTll Dervlc~e' Cr;qy;n;i~~Fion 'J.'Ot..llJ r)rob~;-Jbly C•jn;.\uGt tin 

1: 
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examinetion and th£? d.apartm<-mt v.,oul(.i have to .'make a choice from thE;ir 
certi.fi~~d list. 

This same would probably hold true lf· poPltions were 
creatl\:d] 1mrol vin;l!:: new title e. '1'he t;;;o ;Jer~onE recommend eel ere nor.' 
c1J;~sr.1fi~Hi aSJ p~rt-iiirtf< recurrent emvloyN:s vi th tht:i titles of 
Dtr~..::ct.:Jrf! .2.nd in our recommendation th<R~.s· t1tler would continue 
exceut th:OJt tttey would. now be engaged on a full time basis. 

. ~:Iince these t'(.IIJO ·e;t;ployees are .o.lreecly earning ebout 
$1,500.00 a year~ an additional sum of $600100 to ~700.00 each 
would only take il,}OO.OO from the n0~ appropriation of 13,500.06. 
This would leDVe $2,200.00 for increaeed em)loyment of other part
t irne 61r'-"Ctor~ to make f.!.. good. beg1nning in neighborhood centre work 
in Upper Fe .. l1s e.nd ~rhom;.Jsonville, thereby bringing· other good ~.nd 
experienced man and women nearer·a full-time basis. It would also 
aJJ.o,;; sl igb.t incre·ases to dEH~erv lng director 8. 

'l'he CommittfH:~ also recomm~-nda that i\~r. Lane b'' continued 
on ~1a present b~ele ae 0 nGrt-time,recurrent director a@~tu~ -t~~ 
/' rL aes 1 f' ta~' ~ ti!"te =£4J.p£o:Ci:At: Meftt. 'l'n.i 8 1J'i)U ld 1lit:ik€: it possible 
to hr:tve N;r. H:ubhee continue his rr:;ally fine- '~;ork during the 1wnmH.'lr 
months at ~Jur CrystEl LaJ;;:e J·;F th hcrus,;:; 9.nd his u::c•!'}t; in· ct:,qrg;f.: of 
eulloughe .F'ond Hl;htin&;. k . .r. L;:-ne wmdd only be on full titne d.uring 
,)uly r:~_no . .A:ugll.st i.e., the intensive EUnnner· r,e;:.son. He i,''OUld r:'mt:tin 
in charge of our Twilight baseball League, etc. 

The recommended appointment of two~full-tlme dirsators 
w~ulfi ~trengthen the Playgro0nd De~art~ent'R efforts in guiding 
'bovs ,,no sdrJ.:s .::;;.11 over Nev:ton who, durin{? off f:.lr.-)~~! f!o:ns, are 11·1 thout 
re~re~tio~a] resources. Then boye and fi~le c:uld be guided into 
rwme act. i vi t,v e£•rr:L::<'i. on in !2'0wf' ne t&;htlGl"hood. center. 1 t may •H"r<an 
be possible to start other boys' $nd girls' clubs where need~d . 

• • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • " 0 ••••• , t!.hr::~ 1 :rrnr~ . .rt 

•• t • t t •••• t • • 0 D •• t 0 t 4 t « t 4 t 

, 



1 HTGZ Minutes of the Meeting of the Playground Commis sian Held May 11,. 193~09 

I 

I 

I 

A meeting of the Playg~ound Com~ission was held May 11, 1937 in the 
office of the Superintendent. Mr. Albert P. Carter, Chairman, Mr. Ralph 
c. Henry, Mr. Lys.com A. Bruce, Jr., Mrs. Louis H. Ivlarshall, Mr. George 
Kellar, and Mr .. Ernst Hermann, Superintendent,were·present. The 
chai~man called tHe meeting to order at 7:30 p. m. 

1. The chairman asked Mr. Harvey, the City Engineer, who had: been 
invited to be present, to advise the Playground Commission on the 
various possibllit~es of a permanent and adequate entrance·to the 
Cold Spring Playground. 

I.t was voted to request Mr. Harvey to prepare plans and estimates 
for the var;ous suggestionsPof entrances to the Cold Spring Playground. 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting of the Playground Commission 
were read and approved with the deletion of one sentence in the petition 
of the Newton Lower Falls Improvement Association. 

3. Voted: That on account of urgent need supported by. a petition 
from the Newton Lower Falls Improvement Association the Playground 
Commission ask for an appropriation of $3,000 for the construction of 
tv:o first-class tennis courts with special construction of surfa~ -
allow flooding in winter for skating of small children. 

4. The Commission expressed :\. tself in· favor of the acquisition of 
the land of the Crystal Lake Ice Company at Crystal Lake for recreational 
purposes as soon as the finances of the city would allow and that a 
letter should be sent to Alderman McKay advising h:l.m of this. , 

5. Mr. Henry reported the' substance of the conference held with 
His Honor, Mayor Childs, regarding changes in the rules and regulations 
governing the special uses of playgrounds~ It was voted that no further 
action or revision is necessary at this time. 

6. Mr. Henry presented a written report of the committee on 
Assistant Superintendent, ~tc. 

The Playgrolmd Commission voted to accept the report deleting all 
reference made to Mr. Lane as Assistant to the Superintende~and also · 
with the condition that before the plans were put into operation :the 
chairman of the Finance Committee of the Board of Aldermen be approachad 
by the chairman of the special committee to ascertain from him if this 
plan would meet with the approval of the finance committee. The written 
report of the special committee is as follows: 

The committee appointed by the chairman April 15, 1937 
to act with the Superintendent to investigate and recommend 
to the Commission the desirability bf: 

1. Creating the position of Assistant Superintendent. 

2. Employing a ful·l time supervisor of Community· Centre 
activities with rec.ommendation of individual for 
position and salary. 
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3. Employing a full time supervisor of boy's activities 
with recommendation of individual for position and 
s~acy. · 

met in the office of the Superintendent, April 28th at 9 a. m.J 
recommends the following: 

1. It is inadvisable to appoint an Assistant Superintendent 
at this time. 

2. We recommend the employment on a full time basis with 
an annual salary of $2,206.00 beginning with the date 
of this special assignment of .Mrs. Ragna Hovgaard as 
Director of Community Centre Activities. 

3. We recommend the employment on a full time basis with 
an annual salary of $2,100.00 beginning with the date 
of this special assignment of Mr. S. Leo Hughes as 
Director of Boys' Activities. 

In making these recommendations the committee is aware that ~n 
opinion may have been expressed that the additional appropriation 
for supervision was intended by the Playground Commission to go 
in part towards the salary of an Assistant Superintendent. This 
expression was not made at the time Mr. Henry and Mr. Hermann 
were before the Finance Committee. In consulting with the 
chairman of the Finance Committee at the request of Mr. Carter, I 
Mr. Bowen expressed the view that there was no .reason why the 
Playground Commission needed to change its intentions. 

The Pl~yground Commission has also expressed its opinion 
during redent discussiori during regular meetings that nothing 
should be done which later interfered with a free choice of a 
successor to the present Superintendent. 

The committee also oonsidered the Civil Service requirement. 
An Assistant Superintendent would come under Civil Service rule. 
If it were the intention of the Playground Commission to create 
this position, the Civil Service Commission would probably 
conduct an examination and the department would have to mak~ a 
choice from their certified list. 

This same would probably hold true if positions were created 
involving new titles. The t~o persons recommended are now 
classified as part-time recurrent employees with the titles of 
Directors and in our recommendation these titles would continue 
except that they now be engaged on a full-time basis. 

Since these two employees are already earning about $1,5oo:oo 
a year, an additional sum of $600.00 to $700.00 each would take 
$1,300.00 from the new appropriation of $3,500.00. This would 
leave $2,200.00 for increased employment of other part-time 
direetors to make a good beginning in neighborhood centre work in 
Upper Falls and Thompsonville, thereby bringing other good and 

• 

I 
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experienced men and v1omen nearer a full-time basis. It would 
al~o allow slight increases to deserving directors. 

The Committee also recommends that Mr. Lane be continued 
on his present basis as a part-time, recurrent director acting 
as an assistant to the Superintendent. This would make it 
possible to have Mr. Hughes continue his really fine work 
during the summer months at our Crystal Lake Bath house and 
his work in charge of Bulloughs Pond.Skating. Mr. Lane would 
only be on full time during July and August i.e., the intensive 
summer season. He would remain in charge of our Twilight 
Baseball League, etc. 

The recommended appointment of two full-time directors 
would strengthen the Playground Department's efforts in guiding 
boys and girls all over. Newton who, during off·seasons, are, 
without recreati6nal resources. Then boys and girls oould be 
guided lnto Eome activity carried on in some neighborhood centre. 
It may even be possible·to start other boys' and girls' clubs 
where needed. 

Ralph C. Henry, Chair man 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall 
Ernst Hermann 

' 
7. It was voted that the title of Assistant to the Superintendent 
be abolished. 

g_ The Superintendent presented the list of supervisors, playground 
-·directors, and so forth wlth.their placements and positions and their 

compensations. 

9. The Playground Commission voted to enter again a contract with 
Mr. Bradford Williams, 237 Park Street, Newton to continue the 
planning of Edmands Park. 

10. ~ Voted: to ascertain from Mr. Joseph W. Bartlett, City Solicitor, 
what steps would be necessary to change the name of the Playground 
Department to that of Recreation Department. 

11. Voted: that the monthly financial statement be sent to ea~h 
Playground Commissioner. 

12. Voted: that tbe request of Mrs. Harold R. Noden for the 
cessation of Sunday baseball play at Boyd Park be left to the considerattron 
of the Superintendent. 

13. A letter was read from Mr. Christopher H; Gifford to His Honor· 
Mayor Childs. No action was taken. 
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14. Voted: that Mr. Henry be appointed to draw up a resolution to 
express the appreciation of the Playground Commission for the long 
service of Mr. Albert P. Carter as a member and chairman of the I 
Playground Commission and that a copy be sent to Mr. Carter and· 
the resolution be ~pread upon the record~ of the department. 

15. V~ted: the next meeting of the Playground Commission will 
be held June 8 at 7:15 p. m. in the office of the Superintendent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HER~!ANN 

EH:EE Superintendent of Playgrounds 

·I 

I 
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The Playground Commission has also expressed 
its opinion during recent discussion during 
regular meetings th~t nothing should be done 
which later interfered with a free choice of a 
successor to the present Superintendent. 

The committee also considered the Civil 
Service requirement. An Assistant Superintendent 
would come under Civil Service rule. If-it 
were the intention of the Playground Commission 
to create this po~ition, the Civil Service 
Commission would probably conduct an examination 
and the department would have to make a choice 
from their certified list. 

This same would probably hold true if 
positions were created i;volving new titles. 
The two pereons~o~~lassified as part-time 
recurrent empl6;Yees with the titles of Directors 
and in our recommendation these titles would 
continue except that they would now be engaged 
on a full time basis. 

Since these two employees are already 
earning about $1,500.00 a year, an. ,additional 
sum of $600.00 to $700.00 each would only take 
$1,300.00 from the new appropriation of $J,500.00. 
This would leave $2,200.00 for increased employ
ment of other part-time directors to make_a good 
beginning in neighborhood centre work in Upper 
Falls and Thompsonville, thereby bringing other 
good and experienced men and women nearer a 
full-time basis. It would also allow slight 
increases to deserving directors. 

The Committee also recommends that Mr. Lane 
be continued on his present basis as a part-time, 
recurrent director acting as an assistant to the 
Superintendent. This would make it possible to 
have Mr. Hughes continue his really fine work 
during the summer months at our Crystal Lake Bath 
house and hie work in charge of Bulloughs Pond 
Skating. Mr. Lane would only be on full time 
during July a.~~-4qg'M,~~~~ ... ·, the intensive summer 
season. He ~~charge of our Twilight 
Baseball League, etc. 

The recommended appointment of two full-time 
directors would strengthen the Playground Depart- cz 
ment's efforts in guiding boys and girls all over 

I 

·I 

Newton who, during of~a~ ..@:!'~~ut rec- · 
reational resources~ ~cdU~d be guided into 
some activity carried on n some neighborhood I 
center. It may even be possible to ogRaue-=apecl&l ~~~ 
boys' and girls' clube~~c..._ .u.A..""A~ -~ 

........................ , Chairman 



._-" -- ..... p;;;_I~Q, 

Report of Committee on Assistant Superintendent, etc. 

April 2S, 1937 

The committee appointed by the chairman 
April 15, 1937 to act with the Superintendent 
to investigate and recommend to the Commission 
the desirability of: 

1. Creating the position of Assistant 
Superintendent. 

2. Employing a full time supervisor 
of Community Centre activities 
with recommendation of individual 
for position and salary. 

3. Employing ~ full time supervisor of 
boys' activities with recommendation 
of individual for position and salary. 

Met this morning in the office of the 
Superintendent and·recommends the following. 

1. It is inadvisable to appoint an 
Assistant Superintendent at this 
time. 

2. We recommend the employment on a 
full time basis with an annual 
salary of $2,200.00 beginning with 
the date of this special assignment 
of Mrs. Ragna Hovgaard as Director 
of Community Centre Activities. 

3. We recommend the employment on a 
full time basis with an annual 
salary of $2,100.00 beginning witt 
the date of this special assignment 
of Mr. s. Leo Hughes as Director 
of Boys' Activities. 

In making these recommendations the committee 
is aware that an opinion may have been expressed 
that the additional appropriation for supervision 
was intended. by the· Playground Commission to go 
in part towards the salary of an Assistant 
Superintendent. This expression was not made 
at the time Mr. Henry and Mr. Hermann were before 
the Finance Committee. In consulting with the 
chairman of the Finance Committee at the request 
of Mr. Carter, Mr. Bowen expressed the view that 
there was no reason why the Playground Commission 
needed to change its intentions. 

I 

I 

I 



By vote all appointments 

all changes or.transfers, eto. have 

been lett to the judgment of the 

.superintendent. 

Changes and transfers have to be 

made quite fr6~ently on short notice 
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because of shiftLng attendance 
,... _________ .............. 

also on account of re~1gna t·~ons and 

illness ________ ._._._ ...... 
.~· 

political aspect 

............ --~---
soaial situation ( unemploymen'ti.~:~ needs) 
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some students get food exper1enc.e 

while preparing themselves to be teachers. 
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,' ~~ TELEPHONE VOTE MAY 19, 1937 

I" 1 \ \'". RE: ACTING CHAIRMAN OF PLAYGROUND COMMISSION 
lJfl'-v 

Owing to the resignation of Mr. Albert P. Carter as 

chairman of the Playground Commission, it became nee-

essary to have an acting chairman and upon the advice 

of the City Solicitor, Mr. Bartlett, Mise Howard, in the 

absence of the Superintendent, Mr. Hermann, asked the 

following commissioners, Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr. 1 

Mrs. Louis H. Marshall and Mr. George Kellar if they 

approved Mr. Ralph C. Henry as acting chairman of the 

Commission. These Commissioners voted their approval 

by telephone and herewith attach their signatures •. 

/\/Q.~. 
l-4~ .. ~ ............ . 

) 

~-'-C.~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
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MINUTEB OF THE PLAYGROUND COIVI.MISSION MEErriNG HELD JUNE S, 1937 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held 
June S, 1937 at 7:30 p. m. in the office of the Commission. 

.213 

Mr~ Ralph C. Henry, Chairman~ Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr.,Mrs. Louis H. 
Marshall, Mr. George Kellar and Superintendent Ernst Hermann were present. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as submitted. 

2. The letter which .Mr. Henry wrote to Mr. carter reads as 
!r:ollows: 

June S, 1937 

To Albert P. Carter: 

The Playground Commission, speaking not only in its 
own behalf but also in behalf of all other citizens of Newton, 
desires ·to express its profound regrets that you can no 
longer a.ctively continue the noteworthy public service you 
have rendered the cause of recreation in this city. 

This service has been an outstanding contribution to 
the development of wholesome recreation for children and 
adults alike. It has also been a pre-eminent contribution 
to the development of the physical means through which 
properly equipped and modern playgrounds have been made 
available to all our citizens. 

~ For this service we wish to convey to you our deepest 
gratitude. Your natural aptitude, exquisite tact, 
conspicuous ability and breadth of view have secured to 
you wide spread and lasting recognition. We appreciate, 
also, your interest and leadership in every good cause. 
Our regrets are in some measure alleviated by your 
assurance of the continuance of your interest when time 
allows. 

You carry with you our warmest affection, our wishes 
for your continued prosperity and happiness and our con
viction of your ever-expanding success in whatever public 
serviceoyou may find the opportunity to enlist. 

3· The telephone vote of May 19, 1937 re: acting chairman 
of the Playground Commissiori is as follows: 

Owing to ·the resignation of Mr. Albert P. Carter as. 
chairman of the Playground Commission, it became 
necessary to have an acting chairman and upon the 
advice of the City Solicitor, Mr. Bartlett, Miss Howard, 
in the absence of the Superintendent, asked the following 
.Commissioners, Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr., :Mrs. Louis H. · 
Marshall and Mr. George Kellar if they approved 
Mr. Ralph C. Henry as acting chairman of the Comrnissioh. 
These Commissioners voted their approval by telephone and 
herewith attach their signatures. 

Attest 
Ernst Hermann 

L. A. Bruce, Jr. 
Terese G. Marshall 
George Kellar 

Secretary to the Playground Commission 
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4-. :·:. It was voted to ascertain from the City Solicitor if some of _ ., 
the revised ordinances· pertaining· to construction of new playgrounds 
were in ac6ordance with the City Charter. 

5. Mr. Kellar and Mr. Hermann were appointed a committee to 
communicate w~th the Newton School Committee regarding matters 
pertaining to the ten year school building program, copies of this 
letter to be sent to Professor Mather, chairman of the joint committee 
and~~. B. J. Bowen, Chairman of the special committee of the Board 
of Aldermen. The motion read as :follrows: 

The Playground Commission respectfully requests that the 
special committee in its deliberation of the ten year 
school building program give consideration to the 
recreational needs of the neighborhood and what is known 
as community centres as part of the building program, 
the features needed for a neighborhood. center to be 
according to the recommendations of a special committee 
of the playground commission made up·of II!Ir. Kellar and 
Mr. Hermann. · 

6. It was voted to address the school committee to ascertain 
its opinion regarding the suitability of th·e taking of ·land between 
Beacon Street and what is knovm as Cold Spring Playground west of 
the ice company property for playground and school building purposes . 

7. It was voted to convey to the School Committee the 
desirability of cooperation between that body and the Playground 
Commission whenever sites are being considered for playground and 
school purposes, because much value would come to the City of Newton 
from closer cooperation of the School Committee and the Playground 
Commission. 

S. The Playground. Commission voted to convey to the school 
committee that in its opinion the land off Derby Street in WestNewton 
is a most favorable· location for a new school house and furthermore 
that it is exceptionally suitable for a recreation centre for that 
community. I 

9. It was voted to request the city solicitor for an opinion 
of what ·first steps are necessary· to acquire the land in Newtonville 
off Watertown Street for playground purposes. A plan of the land 
desired by the playground commission to be attached to the request. 

1(1). It was voted toascertain from .Mr. FrankL. Cunningham, 
79 West Pine Street, his bona fida price for thirty thousand square 
•feet of land adjoining the Auburndale playground, · 

·-

I 

I 

I 
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11. It was voted to grant the Newton Centre Woman's Club a permit for 
the holding of a small circus on the Newton Centre Playground. This 
permit to be in accordance with the rules and regulations governing the 
use of playgrounds for special purposes. 

12. It was voted to approve the w. P. A. concerts this summer. 

13. It was voted to have Mrs. Marshall.address a letter to the 
Hurley family in relatiott to the death of Miss Hurley. 

14. It was voted to approve the list of playground employees 
submitted by the Superintendent. 

15. It was voted to ascertain who is responsible for the enrolling 
of new employees in the city pension system. 

16. Mr. Henry ·reported his visit to Mr. Bowen, chairmari of the 
Finance Committee of the Board of Aldermen. 

17. It was voted to hold the next regular meeting of the Playground 
Commission July 12th at 7:15 p. m. at the City Hall. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN 

Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE PLAYGROutJD COMMISSION MEETING H'ELD NOVEi'viBER 2, 1937 

A regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held 
·November 2, 1937 at 7:30 in the evening in the office of the Playground 
Department at City Hall. Mr. Ralph.C. Henry, the chairman, presided. 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr., Mr. George Kellar, j·:,.·_. 
Mr. Edward F. Dalton and Superintendent Ernst Hermann were present. 
Mr. Henry welcomed the new member, :rv1r. Dalton. 

Upon the ~uggestion of Mr. Henry, the Commission voted to 
send a c-ongratulatory letter to Mr. Leo Hughes upon his recent marriage. 

It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting, copies of which were mailed· to all the members of the 
Playground Commission. 

Mr. Charles B. Floyd, president_of the Board of Aldermen, 
called and was invited to sit in with the Playground Commission. Mr. Floyd 
desired to present to the Playground Commission the advantages of 
acquiring a playground in the west side ofAuburndale off Grove Street. 
In exulanation of the petition of some 200 citizens of Auburndale which 
he ha~ previously mailed to the Superintendent of Playgrounds, .h~ called 
attention to the fine geological features which this tract possesses 
particularly the esker which is one of the finest examples in this part 
of the country. He called attention to a small pond in this proposed · 
area which served as a natural sump for the surface water of the 
surrounding lands and that if this pond were filled in, th~ city would 
have to spend about $10,000 to drain this region. He also called 
attention to the fact that Mr. Ernest L. Hersum, the owner of part of 
this land, had presented.a petition to the City Government for 
removing these hills. 

He mentioned that Miss Mable T .. Eager, who owned considerable 
of this land:,: had made some definite promise that she would aid this 
project by giving some of her land if certain conditions could be 
carried out .. He urged that the playground commission take action so 
that the matter could be referred to His Honor, Mayor Childs. 

It was voted that the Playground Commission approve the 
taking of the land off Grove Street for playground purposes. 

Mr. Floyd promised t6 send a letter with definite statements 
. regarding the offerB which Miss Mable T. Eager had made. It 
to make the petition and the blue print of the City Engineer 
this property dated February 27, 1931 a part of t~is record. 
petition reads as follows: 

was voted 
regarding 

The 

We, the undersigned residents of Ward Four, desire to 
call the attention of the Playground Commission to the 
urgent need of a playground in our village, on the west 
side located near the Auburndale-Lower Falls boundary. 

At the present time there is an area there of about 
fifteen and one-half acres lying principally on the south 
side of Grove Street and extending to Aspen Avenue· which 
in the opinion of the Superintendent is prop'ly located, 
contains the desired acreage and is adaptable for the 
purpose of this petitiofr. 

The land is in two lots owned by the Boston Consolidated 
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Gas Company and Ernest L. Hersum and is the last unoccupied 
tract available for a playground in this locality. 

We respectfully request:your commission to take this I 
land for the purpose mentioned. (Petition signed by 171 citizens) 

The Playground Commission deferred action upon the offer of 
hlr. Robert L. Ryder of a parcel of land, about seven acres, adjoining 
the Cold Spring Playground. 

It was voted to take the necessary steps to acquire one lot 
of land off Winchester Street adjoining the Newton Highlands Playground. 
This lot is situated between two lots which the city already owns. 

It was voted to acquire a lot of about 30,600 square feet of 
land adjoining the Auburndale Playground off West Pine Street, the land 
belonging to F. L. Cunningham. 

It was voted to take the necessary steps to acquire two 
additional parcels of land in addition to the parcels of land already 
recommended for purchase off Albe~arle Road. The parcels are marked 
A. and K. on a blue print prepa;r-e,d 1,by the City Engineer and made a 
part of this record. _ ~ P.-.A.A, ... .v;~/v!A-"'l --:-JU..o · 

It .was voted that the taking of approximately three acres 
of land adjoining the Thompsonville Playground offered by Walter 
Channing Inc. is inexpedient. · 

It was voted to gratefully accept the $SOO presented to the 
Playground Commission by the Newton Circle Inc. for the use in 
connection with the recreational activities on the.Thompsonville 
Playground and to take the necessary steps to get official approval 
of the acceptance of this gift.from the city government. 

It was voted to send a communication to the Newton Circle 
Inc. expressing the gratitude of the Playground Commission .. 

The Superintendent was instructed to consult with the 
president of the Newton Circle regarding possible use to which this 
money could-be put. 

It was voted that the chairman and Mr. Dalton be.appointed 
a committee to work with the Superintendent in investigating the 
desirability of establishing a defj_nite program over a period of 
years for the construction of Com~unity Center buildings when needed 
throughout the city on playground 'property. . 

It was voted to change the name of·the Playground Department: 
to Recreation Department and to send to His Honor, Mayor Childs the 
suggestions regarding this change made by Mr. Joseph W. Bartlett, 
the City Solicitor for his approval. 

It was voted to add framed photographs of Mrs. Louis H. 
Marshall, Mr. Lyscorn A. Bruce, Jr.1

, :Mr. George Kellar and Mr. Edward ·I 
F. Dalton in the office of the Playground Cornrnissiofu. 
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It was voted to continue the services of Mr. Bradford Williams 
for the planning of Edmands Park to the extent of the appropriatio~ made 
for .that purpose. 

It was voted to continue to use the 1936-37 skating permits 
for the 1937-38 season and to allow some 1700 permits issued·last year 
to continue this year on account of the very few days of skating last 
winter. 

No action was.taken under co~sideratiori of ~ntrances to the 
Cold Spring playground since no report of progress ~as made by the 
City Engineer . 

. . The Superintendent submitted typewritten schedules of 
activities for the Stearns, Upper Falls and Thpmpsonville neighborhood 
centers and the· acti vi ties under National Youth Administration auspices. 

It was voted to continue the activities under National Youth 
Administration auspices two months. 

It was voted to limit the skating on the new tennis courts on 
the Newton Lower Falls Playground to children up to nine years of age 
and that the lighting for skating was inexpedient. 

The chairman appointed Mrs. Marshall and Superintendent·Hermann 
to represent the Newton PlaygTound Department in the Newton Community 
Council. In case of Mr. Hermann's inability to attend, he is to 
delegate someone to take his place. 

The Superintendent presented the petition received from the 
··parents of· west Newton Hill regarding supervision at the Pierce School. 

The Superintendent informed the Commission that this work was started 
after th~ close of the summer season just previous to the receipt of this 
petition. 

The-Playground Commission voted to consider the conduct of a 
playground on the Ward School Playground the co¢ing summer. 

It was vot.ed to authorl ze the Superintendent ito build a fence 
on the Lowell Avenue Playground above,and around the steep cliff if 
money from the regular appropriation is available. 

·It was voted to pay an annual fee of $10.00 to the Boston and 
AlbanY- Railway in return for permission to use a triangular lot owned by 

the Boston and Albany Railway on the corner of Commonwealth Avenue and 
Rowe Street, Auburndale. 

It was voted to hold regular meetings every second Tuesday of 
every month . 

. The Commission adjourned. 

·Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN 

EH:EE Secretary to the Commission 
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The regular. meeting of the Playground Oomrnission· was held 
December 14, 1937 at City Hall. Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Chairman,· 
Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr., Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. George Kellar, 
Mr. Edward F. Dalton and Superintendent Hermann were present. The 
minutes of the previous meeting with a slight correction were approved. 

1. It was voted that the purchase of three acres of land adjoining 
·the Thompsonville Playground offered by Walter Channing Inc. at the sum 
of $500 was ine~pedient. 

2. Voted: to consider a re-arrangement of the lay-out on the. 
John W. Weeks Junior High School playground during the corning year. 

3. Voted: to authorize the suP-erintendent to install more flood 
lights along Pulsifer Cove on the Auburndale Playground for the purpose 
of enlarging the supervised skating area. 

4. Voted: to return the c~ck of $800 to the Newton Circle Inc. 
and to write Miss Simpson and also to the Ne~on Center School Committee 
that a sub-committee of the Playground Commission is making special 
study of neighborhood centers. 

5. Voted: to ascertain from the City Solicitor the liability of 
the Playground Department for· placing life saving apparatus on ·private 
land adjoining Hammonds Pond. 

·"' 
6. Voted: to approve the suggestion of the Superintendent for a 

slight shift of emphasis of supervision from summer to fall and winter 
months. · · 

Mrs. Marshall made an extendedtfavorable report on her visits 
to N. Y. A. club work and Mr. Kellar remarked that in substance the work 
was much better than formerly. 

7. Voted_: that there be a sub-committee of three members of the 
Playground Commission to make a study of adapting program and personnel 
of the Playground Department to pre~ent day recreation needs of the peop~ 
of Newton. The chairman appointed.I\.lr. Bruce, Mr. Kellar and Mrs. Marshall 
to Berve on this committee. 

8. Upon the recommendation of Mr. Bruce it was voted to write to 
the Newton Community Council that the Playground Department will cooperate 

·in any study the Community Council may want to make of the Stearns 
Neighborhood Center. Mr. Bruce stated th.at a letter making such a request 
would be transmitted to the Playground Commission. . 

A copy of the letter received from the Community Council and the 
Playground Commission's answer Sre as follow~: 
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NEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL, 93 Union Street, Newton Centre, Massachusetts 

To the Playground Commission 
City of Newton, Massachusetts 

The Newton Community Council has been requested by the Department of 
Public Health and the Stearns School Center to study recreation and 
health programs carried on by City Departments and the Stearns School 
Center at the Stearns School in Nonantum. 

It would be the purpose of this impartial study by a community-wide 
and disinterested group of civic-minded people to find facts.which 
would enable the Council, or its proper Committee, to make r~com~· 
mendations to the fore-going three organizations to the end that 
effective coordination of programs now carried on at the Stearns 
School would result, with corresponding benefit to toe people of 
that Village. I · 

I • 

It is the policy of the Newton!Community Council not to proceed 
with such studies without the written approval of all organizations 
concerned. : 

Would the Playground Commission co-operate with the Newton Community 
Council, or a sub-committee designated for that purpose, in making 
such a study? 

Very sincerely yours 

L. A. Bruce, Jr. (Signed) 

L. A. Bruce, Jr. 
Eocecutive Director 

Newton Community Council 
93 Union Street 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts 

Attention: Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr.,· Executive Director 

Dear Sir: 

I beg to acknowledge :the receipt of your letter 
of December 14 in which the Newton Community Council asks 
if the Playground Commission would cooperate with the 
Newton Community Councll and a sub-committee designated 
for that purpose in making a study of the Stearns School 
Center at the Stearns School in Nonantum. 

I am directed by the Playground Commission 
·to let you know that the Commission will cooperate in 
any study the N·ewton Community Council may want to make . 
of the stearns Neighborhood Center. 

EH:EE 

Respectfully yours, 
.City of Newton Playground Commission 
by ERNST HERfu~NN (Signed) 
Secretary 
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9. The Playground Commission voted to furnish a piano player 
for the Emerson and Bowen Centers and to provide help in moving chairs 
when needed. 

10. It was voted to Taise the age limit for skating on the Lower 
Falls Playground Skating Rink to elementary school age, i. e. the age 
of ·12 years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERlviANN 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 

EH:EE secretary to the Commission 

"i' 
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Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr., Mrs. Louis H. 
Marshall, Mr. George Kellar, Mr. Edward F. Dalton and;. Superintendent 

I Hermann were present. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved. J .. 

I 

I 

I 

Mr. Francis Tanner and two members of the Newton Lower Falls 
Improvement Association presented some suggestions for the Care and 
Maintenance of the Newton Lower .tt'alls skating rink. Th,e Playground 
Commission voted that since the whole matter was one of administration 
that it was for the Superintendent to do all he could to meet their 
wishes. 

. . Owing to further communications from walter Channing, real 
estate agent, ~rgitng the Playground Commission to acquire a parcel of 
land adjoining; the Thompsonville Playground··;:. the Playground Commission 
re-considered this matter but voted to confirm the previous vote as 
not favoring the purchase of this land. 

The Playground Commission rescinded its vote of November 2 
regarding the purchase of one lot adjoining the Newton Highlands 
Playground. 1 

I 
Mr. Henry, in behalf of his committee on Neighborhood Centers 

read a report.; It was voted that this report be accepted. The report 
is made a part1 of this record. 

The Preliminary Report of the Sub-Committee on Program, 
composed of Mrs. L. H. Marshall, ~w. George Kellar and Mr. L. A. Bruce,Jr. 
Chairman, was :submitted by its Chairman. A signed copy of that 

I . 
Preliminary Report is attached to these Minutes. 

Following a most thorough discussion of that Report, especially 
of Item 3, Mr.: Bruce, as Chairman of the Sub-Committee, MOVED that the 
Report be accepted by the Commission. 

The motion was duly SECONDED. However, the Chairman of the 
Commission refused to put the motion before the Commission, stating that 
n·ei ther the Chairman, nor members, of any Sub-Committee had the right 
to move that any report of such a Sub-Commi.ssion of the Playground 
Commis~ion be ~ccepted by the Playground Commission. 

Since neither the Chairman of the Playground Commission nor 
Mr. Dalton would make a motion to accept the Preliminary Report of .the 
Sub-Committee, it was not accepted. 

Thereupon, Mr. Kellar MOVED and Mrs. Marshall seconded that the 
Sub-Committee on Program be discharged. 

The Chairman of the Commission refused to put the motion on 
the same grounds that he refused to put Mr. Bruce's motion to accept 
the Preliminary Report of the Sub-Committee. 

Thereupon, Mr. Dalton MOVED that the Sub-Committee on Program 
be discharged. The motion was seconded, put and carried. 

EH:EE 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ernst Hermann 
Superint~ndent of Playgrounds 
Secretary to the Commission 
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THE SP:!WIAL COMMITTEE, cons.isting of Mr. Henry, Mr. Dalton 

and Mr. Hermann, met to disc.us.s the Neighborhood Centers in 

general and the further. development of such centers ln Newton.· 

) 

Mr. Henry called upon the superintendent to tell the committee 

what he knew about neighbor~ood centers. Mr. Hermann gave a brief 

historical review, polnting,out that the·neighborhood center 

movement is over thirty years old and that it was an outcome of 

the play movement. The play movement had been very successful in 

proving its value in the deyelopment of physical, mental, morat 

and social health but that it soon became evident that the seasonal 

. conduct of playgrounds alone is not enough and that a great deal 
,, ., . 

of the good done during the'playground season is lost on account 

of the lack of follow up work and of continuous oppqrtunitiirs for 

a wholesome recreation. ·i 

Many studies of juvenile crime have been made throughout the 

country by leading sooial~d .educators and in~very instance 

it was shown that organized recreation has a tremendous influence 

upon delinquency. There are statements availabel from good 

authority which pointout that juvenile delinquency is greatly 

requced by all-the-year-rou~d recreation opportunities. 

Many years ago the National Educat1·on Association passed a 

resolution which urged that sehoolb'bards make their buildings 

available for neighborhood recreat~on and emphasized that the 

gathering of neighbors had an essential influence in the development 

of democracy and civilization. 

Civilization and demo.6-raoy have had their beet growth through 

group gatherings. These ga·the.r1ngs gained in size and social 

II elgniflcance as eommunltles grew. They developed the most important 

·; 
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sooial·'attribute, cooperati~h. This, in turn, developed democratic 

leadership. 

Probably the best neighborhood life still exists in small 

communities and where the town governmetit is 'still in operation, 

the citizens hav~ opportuni~ies .to. meet and to discuss coiiUIIl).nity 

problems. we know from experience that long wl.nter and fall 

·evenings have distinct beartng upop delinquency. Where seasonal 
l ' 

types of recreation, such ae skatlhg and other winter sports can 

be conducted, th.ey have alw~ye been treme·ndouely popular; and when 

such opportunities are missing, juvenile· .. delinquency increases. 

One great factor ln crime has been the faot that gradually 
•'' . . 
t . - . 

yoUng women have been drawn·into gainful- occupations. Under the 

biological urge they naturally find their boy friends. Both being 
,I .. 

earners, they enjoy a wholesome and interesting life when they are 

"going with each other". _Under·the·powerful b1,olog1aal urge, and 

on account of the creative ·,instinct,_ they decid_e to marry. They 
. . ' 

etart their home'making with enthusiasm and faith. They eave 

money, they go to shows, arid they may even own automobiles. Soon 

the family arrives and the .iyoung wife mu:at gi va up her· gainful 

occupation. This frequentl,y splits ~he income 1n half. The 
'. 

family still grows and soon they have to give up everything which 

formerly made life interesting and sweet. Pretty soon, because 

the house is too small; .and, sin~e home chores and other.home 

opportunities for active recreation are lacking and because 
. ~ .; 

frequently the man is in the way with tne small children, the man 

seeks diversions' alone. He oa.rtnot afford to go·to nice entertain

mente nor has he a place to. go where he could enjoy the companionship 

of interesting companions, he joins the corner gang. ,. 
' 
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)lluch wrong doing may be trac.ed to this one phase of a young man's 

N~turally he feels th~t·:iife penalizes him in following his 
'.. . . . 
. . 

_b1olog1.oal 1nst1nots and he ~:soon, become's Cl1ssatisf1ed with~ 

soo1a.l~-

In neighborhood centers· where such people could meet their. 

neigh.:bars 1 1 t would be a gre:at boon to him if he oould enJoy 

opport:ani t1es for arts aild crafts, ._or musie or drama or discuss 

municipal affairs. Unless a man is well-to-do and, c·an join one 

of our ma•ny fine pr1 vat a ol\ll;>s, there is nothi:qg .for him to do but 

go onthe street. With all ~~s great deteriorating·influence the 

· f~rmer barrooms were in a m~asure _a meeting place or club and.a 

place of recreation for. many men. · 

ln Newton we can be proud of a fine system of pl~ygrounds, of 

ample superv1s1~n and· of fip-e ·ef4u1pment, but all these playg:t>ounds 

~an only be doing the1~ wor~ whe·n the. weather is favorable, 

Many worth while teams~·~a.rtd clubs with l1 number of aQt1v1tiee 

are being 'formed during the summer months. Boys and girls learn 

home rule, eoe>perat1on, and develop leadership·. As soon as the 

playground aea.eqn is. over 6l;' in. aea13ons of inclement weathero,. these 
'' 

qrgan1~at1one and g~oups ar~ broken up and re•organ1~at1on becomes. 

peoesea:ry. 

The phye1Qa.l health value of pl,.ayg.J;"ourids is muqh more permanent~ 

The devele>pment of oooperat1ve·sp1r1t and 't;he opportun1tiesfor 
' 

de.v~l.opment of leaderehi.p Qf,e promoted and probably eont1n~e, but 

the S'oQ!ial value of organ1z~d reo :rea tion are lacking. 

The small America~ home with. an absolute absenee of 1nterest~ng 

~hores and taeks.Qannot g1~~ our YO\lhg men and· WQtnen an interesting 

11,fe, and idle hands·have .~lwaye been the· greatest danger in society. 
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That neighborhood cente,;os lWe needed i,n Newton is reoogn1~ed

by many petitions from many social -~oups presented (luring the 

past few years. 

Mr. Dalton and Mr. Henry gave much of their perso~al exper~ence. 

~r. Dalton pointed out the ~arveloue development of recreation 

eentere in Em:ope. 

The commi~tee seem· to be unanimous tha~ the playground 
. . 

o0mm1ss1<>n should .formulate a long term plan :for the dev~lopment 

of recrea'l;lion centers in Newton. 
. . 

To make a wo.~thy a·ta.rt, •1 t was decided to prepare a bxooohure 

to fUX'ther the case of nei,ghborhQod o.entera, to p;rint th~a ~nd 

d1.atr1bute 1 t and to plan for a ·l.arge meeting. It was thought 

laest that.su9h a meet..tng should be planned as soon as possible 

and that the Board ot Aldermen and the School Board and 

representat1i~-s from social agencies be, invi t.ed. 

Ther,e is an_.1mperat1ve need to acquire larger open spaoea 

for the most ideal develop~ent o.f the communi t:r. cent.er. • 

There is virtually no activity pertaining .to the normally 

recognized cur1cula of either indoor or. Otttdoor eduoa.t,.on ot 

ohllc.llren and adolesc.ent youth which d()e.s ·nat · fi.nd 1 te counterpart 
. . 

and :tog1cal continuation 1ri adult education. 

I,f' the consti tute<tnschool and college authoTi ties are the 

acknowledged cuato41ans and. promo.tere of the former, the 

1\eoreation Commissions mu,s~;.ask ~hemselve~ whether they are not, 

indeed, largely the obvious" and respon,sib:J.e a,genQiee of the la~ter 

until such time, at least, · :a.s ~he more formal groups in primary 

and secondary eduoa tion recognize that ~ntelligent,. ~-.;~ 
Charge of recreation is an.1ndi.spensable function for the school 

\', ,. 
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and oQllege authority. 
l 

t '.• 

This w~l~ no.t pe reoogrli~ed at ·once aAd in· the 1ate.rva+ 

suql;l promotion is placed equar~ly upon the shoulders of the 
. . ' 

:f\eorea,t1on Commissioners of muniQ.1pal1 ties. 

,l 
.. 
' ~. 
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r. WORK DONE UNJ?~ W. P. A. ·AUSPICES l ~ ~ 7 
1. Richardson Playground in Waban: 1'he sewer to take care of 
storm water was completed. 'l.'he entire ground was filled and with 
the exeeptlon ot a space for two tennis courts, the whole area 

. was loamed six inches ~eep. · 

This Playground le ready for seeding early :·in the·· spring. 
. . . .·· 

Aceording to some promises connected with 4he deed th$ coming 
years e~ouaca see these grounds made available for play. In other 
word's e;€11me fences, some play apparatus will have to be erected this 
coming year. There should also be some planting. 

2. The· ~eve.da Street Playground in connection with the Carr School 
has :been completed. Thlri playground aleo·needs some playground 

equiJ)'ment in order that it might be used the coming year. This 
is naw a very interesting lay-out .and it should prove very successful 
for both school and neighbor}:tood purposes. 

;. Allison Playground: A major baseball diamond has been finished 
and oan be put into use·the coming year. The back stop 1e up, the 

:bleachers have been transferred from Victory Playground. On the 
south and west side the playgr'al.md 1e finished.· Yost .of the area 

.outside the batting radius will be loamed before.the year is over. 
Thie will need to be seeded "the coming year. Some work will still 
have to· be don·e in the coming year a.nd if the· gravel p1 ts on the 
weet side are acquired, we should undertake construction whieh 
will oomb1ne the Allison and .. victory. Playground into one park 
playground. · ·e~. · 

V-1~-:t 
4. At the Auburndai'e Playgro~nd some filve hundred park benches · l'\vb'f 
have now been finished.: They have been placed all over the e1ty r , 
on playgrounds and public· squares. The main filling on this play- / 
ground has been completed. ·f,lome work will still have. to be done f 
in loam1.ng over one area which .he.'s been filled but ne.ede loam and 1 

·grass later on. There is no immediate need for further development 
here. · · _ ----- I 

'· ~ . ' 

5. Cold Spring Playground: The entire are·a now owned by the eity 
has practically been filled in. Some four to five.acree will have 
to.be loamed as soon as the aub-t111 has settled sufficiently. It 
is possible that some further fill may be needed should the 
settling be more severe than usual. 

Th1e playground will be one .of the finest playgrounds in the c1 ty. 
1'he water lines have been laid, storm water:has been taken eare 
of. .There is an area prepared for five tennis courts. The surface 
ot these ten~1e. courts w1 th fencing should be [)u11 t soon &nd a 
sari1.te.ry building should be erected. · 
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6. Edmands Park: Very little was done at Edmands Park this year. 
work has, however, been·resumed lately. It would be well to 
continue annually to improve this mos-t valuable property. The. 
W. P. A. work'ehould be oont1nued and approximately $5;000.00 
Bhould be available for material for this proJect this coming year. 

It would be well to eonei.der ~he o.o.mpletion of all the W. P. A. 
pa~t1cul.,rly whe.re . f1lling ana &W&d~ng is oon·<?erned.~ 

. ' . . ·, 

Furt.ber deeir~ble proJects .could bt3 developed soon. 
W. P. A. projects or could be: done by th~ O·i ty: 

••' 

They could be 

. , I 

1. Lawel1 Avenue .Playground; the ch1ldren.on West Newton·Hill 
have no handy playground and the upper level Qf the Lo'well. 
Av·enue Playground offers an opportun1ty for playing fields for 
small children and baye up t·o nine yeare of age. 

2. The so called Webster Playground in Newton Centre is etill . 
a tremendous ash heap. The disposition at rubbish bas been 
stopped. This would ''be If f(1rst omasa W. P. A. prol)eot. Approx
imately $llo:,ooo.oo worth of mate7;'1als would. be· needed for this . · 
1nittal development. :;· ' · · . ' 

3. At·Newton Centre there are twey tenn1e courts Qf' a set or five 
wh1oh ·are short .. '·\ A retaining wall of concrete will have to be 
built. 01,500.00·would be needed for th1e. 

There ar"e storm drains running ._into the playsro.und and t)le brook 
running into the playground should be looked after. by the Street 
Department. I would reoomme~d that this be made a W. P. A. projeot. 

11- •. The development of.the large area ot larid in ~onneot1on With the 
Oak Hill Sohoal Which. wae to serve a·s a :neighborhood center should 
be started. Olea~1ng the woods, _a oer.ta.1n-·amount. of_ d.ra.inage.t;· some 
filling and grading ls needed .. Ultimately this development will run 
into a good many thousands ~C?f dollars~ . ·.For ·immediate develt~tpment 
it would prove a splendid W. P. A. project. It 1& hard, without 
making definite plans, to est1mf1te amounts of materials needed. 

5. We have only a temporary water line laid in the entire 
Auburndale Playground. The ·le.y1ng of a new wate.r line· to serve 
the entire playground would probably cost inthe neighborhood of 
$2,000.00 to complete. lt ~ould be made a w. P. A.~ prpJect. 

In making these eugge.etions l am not unmindful of neighborhood 
building and I am wonder1ng if. Your Honor would not consider the 
oonstl\uotion of neighborhood-bu~ldlngs under W. P. A. auspices. If 
you favor this, 1t would be well to have the Public Bu1ld1nge 
Commissioner include some of thie in his pro~ecte. 
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The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held 

I 

I 

February 3, 1933 in the office of the Commission. Mr. !Ralph C. Henry, 
I Chairman, J.~Jws. Louis H. Marshall, J.~Jw. George Kellar, J.~Jm

1
. Edward F. Dalton, 

and Superintendent Hermann were present. 

1. It was voted to post~one the reading of the ~inutes of the 
previous meeting. ! 

I 
' 

2. The Playground Commission authorized that per:mission be 
granted to a prospective buyer of the house adjoining the highschool if 
the buyer wanted to move the house across the highschoo~l athletic field 
to Lowell Avenue with the proviso that a contract be ma,de covering all 
possible damages, etc. 

i 

3. The Playground Commission voted 'that it would give to the 
Newton Uirl· Scouts Organization represented by Mrs. Craig Pattengill, 
294 Cabot Street, Newton all possible cooperation in planning a day 
camp for Newton Girl Scouts but that permission be withheld until all 
details for such day camps had been approved. · · 

4.' The Playground Commission considered in detail the department's 
annual budget for 193e and approved the following items: 

SALARIES 
1. SUPERINTENDENT 
2. Clerical Assistance 

~: Temporary Clerks 
Directors 

5· Office Expense 

Estimated 
1933 

$ 3 ,oo:o .00 
2,595.00 

3o:o.oo 
32,00,0.00 

85b.oo 
I 

6. Travelling Expense Out of State 1~5. 00. 

7. Auto Maintenance 

3. Maintenance 

9· Replac~ment of Equipment 
10. Construction 
11. New Equipment 
12. Outside Charge Account 

1,4715.00 
I 

37' 27:0.36 
4-' 61:6.90 
2,95:0.00. 
1,4io.oo 

I 
3:5.00 

13. Care & Alterations & Improvements of I 
5, 95:0.00 

Elementary School Grounds 

., 

EH:EE 

I 
I 
I 
I 

$92' 63:7. 26 
I 
I 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN 

Secretary to the Commission 

-. 
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MINUTES OF THE PLAYGROUND COrviMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH g, 1938 

Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Chairman, Mrs. Louis H. Marshall,_. 
Mr. Lyscom .A. Bruce, Jr., Mr. George Kellar and Superintendent. Hermann 
were present. The minutes of the meeting of February g wer~ approved 
as read. It was voted to consider the minutes of the meeting of; 
January lS at a subsequent meeting. 

t:. 

2. Action on the advisability of putting the -assistant foreman on 
a straight salary basis was postponed until further information about 
similar pos:1tions in other departments was· presented to the Commis~ion. 

3. It Wl;I.S ·moved by .Mr • Bruce, seconded by :Mr. Kellar and voted 
that the chairman_sign the orders authorizing the taking of land for the 
new Newtonville playground off Albemarle Road and the taking of·land 
with building adjoining the Hawthorn Playground. 

In the discussion about :the new·Newtonville playground, it was 
th~unanimous opinion of the Commission that the playground as defined 
by the ·present takings will not prove of fullest value to the pupils of 
the Frank A. Day Junior High School because of the lack of means for 
direct and convenient access. 

It was therefore moved by Mr. Bruce, duly seconded and voted that 
Mr. Joseph W. Bartlett, the City Solicitor, be requested to take steps 
to acquire additional land to provide suitable access to the new playground 
from Minot Place in order to make pOssible effective·use of the new 
playground by pupil$ of the Frank A. Day Junior High School in their 
program of physical education. 

4. The Playground Commission voted t'o defer action approving 
alterations and construction of indoor facil~ties in the building 
acquired at the Hawthorn Street Playground until more detailed plan~ 
and cost estimates are available. 

5. It was voted to ask the advice of Mr. Joseph W. Bartlett, 
City Solicitor, as to what steps· should be taken to insure the 
re-appropriation, if needed, of 'the money set aside under a contract 
made November 19, 1937 with landscape architect, Mr. Bradford Williams. 

6. The Playground Commission considered the various W. P. A. 
construction projects on a number of playgrounds submitted by the 
superintendent. 

It was voted to approve the following projects: 
1. Construction of concrete benches with oak slats. 
2. Reconstruction of the south half of Cabot playground. 
3. Construction of a new set of tennis courts at the 

highschool field. .·'~ 
4. Continuation of the development of Edmands Park. 
5. Continuation of the development of the Allison and 

Victory playgrounds. 
6. Improvement of the south side of the Newton Centre 

tennis courts. 

7~ Upon motion of Mr. Kellar it was voted to continue the 
N. Y. A. projepts to December· 31, 1938. 
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3. T~e Plawground Commission considered a suggestion made by 
Mrs. Spencer of· the 0 oard of Directors of the West Newton Community · 
service Inc. that they be allo:wed to add 'two rooms to the playground I 
building. 

Upon motion of Mr. Bruce it was voted inexpedient to approve the 
adding of two rooms to the portable building in the rear of the Davis 
School, West Newton. 

9. After consideration of the report by the superintendent on 
work being done by the Metropoliyan District Commission on the 
Auburndale Playground, it was voted upon motion of Mr. Kellar that 
the chairman of the Playground,Commission be authorized to protest 
on behalf of the Newton Playground Commission to the Metropolitan 
District Commission on work b~ing done on the road at the Auburndale 
Playground, with the suggestio~ that the chairman state that the 
understanding of this commission from previous conference with the 
Metropolitan District Commission was that only re-surfacing of the 
present road-way was contemplated by the Metropolitan District 
Commission and that use of the avenue by automobiles was to have 
been prohibited in any event. 

It was the sense of the meeting that the Playground Commission 
must be fully info~med by the Metropolitan District Commission of 
the latter's inten~ions in this connection in order that no 
impairment of presept physical aspects or functioning of the 
playground be caused by any contemplated changes. 

The meeting adjourne~~ 

!Respectfully submitted, 

'ERNST HER!vTANN 

EH:EE secretary to the Commission 

I 

I 
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~ APRIL l12, 193S 

Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Chairman, Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr., 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. George Kellar, Mr. Edward F. Dalton, 
and Superintendent Hermann were_ present. 

• I 

1. · The minutes of the March S meeting were approved except that 
on·motion of Mr. Bruce it was voted to rescind the third paragraph of 
number three and that it is the sense of the Playground Commission that 
as soon as feasible, the Playground Commission shall take the necessary 
steps to acquire additional land for the new Newtonville Playground in 
order to provide a short ~pproach to·the playground fdr the pupils of 
the F. A. Day Junior High School. · 

2. It was voted to. delete the last paragraph of the minutes of 
the meeting of January 18 as originally written and to substitute the 
following: 

The Preliminary Report of the Sub-Committee on Program, 
compGeed of Mrs. L. H. Marshall, Mr. George Kellar and 
Mr. L. A. Bruce, Jr., Chairman, was submitted by its Chairman. 
A .!=!igned copy of that Preliminary Report is attached to these 
Minutes. 

Following a most thorough discussion of that Report, esp~cially 
of item 3, Mr. Bruce, as Chairman of the.Sub-Committee, MOVED 
that the Report be accepted by the Commission. 

The motion was duly SECONDED. However, the Chairman of the 
Commission refused to put."the motion before_ the Commission, 
stating that neither the Chairman, nor members, of any Sub
Committee had the right to move that any report of such a 

·Sub-Commission of the Playground Commission be accepted by· 
the P~ayground Comm~ssion. 

Since neitherthe Chairman of the Playground Commission 
nor Mr~ Dalton would make a mQtion to accept the Preliminary 
Report-of the Sub-Committee-; it was not accepted. 

Thereupon, Mr. Kellar MOVED and Mrs. Marshall seconded that 
the Sub-Committee on Program be discharged. 

The Chairman of the Commission refused to.put the motion 
on the same grounds that he refused to put Mr. Bruce's motion 
to accept the Preliminary Report of the Sub-Committee. 

Thereupon, .Mr. Dalton MOVED that the Sub;..)Committee on Program 
be discharged. ·The motion-was seconded, put and carried. 

3. .Upon the reading of a letter received from the Boston & Albany 
Railroad regarding a triangle on Rowe Street it was voted to postpone 
fur.ther consiqeration of this piece of land for play purposes. 

4. A letter from Mr. Pierpont D~lesdernier regarding re~constructbon 
and re-location of the road through the Auburndale Playground was 
read and the receipt of a petition regarding this same matter was 
reported by the superintendent. 

. ~--- r 
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5. The chairman, Mr. Henry, explained in detail the various 
conferences with the Metropolitan District Commission and its 
chairman, Mr. Hultman. 

Mr. Henry, in some detail, explained the plans of the 
Metropolitan District Commission in regard to re-location~ width 
and so forth of the road running through the Auburndale Playground. 
He stated the legal rights of the city of Newton in regard to this 
playground and quoted the advice that 1~. Bartlett, the City 
Solicitor, had given. Mr. Bruce moved and it was seconded and 
voted that the road from Commonwealth Avenue along the Charles River 
through the playground towards the City of W~tham be kept in its 
present location and that the Metropolitan District Commission be 
requested to resurface and maintain this road. If necessary, the 
chairman is empowered to name a sub-committee to walt upon the 
Metropolitan District Commission to attain this end. If the 
.Metropolitan District Commission de.cllnes, the ch.~lrman is empowered 

) 

in the name of the Commission to request the City·Government to 
authorize the Playground Commission to take o~er the entire care 
and maintenance and 'control of this road. 

• I 
I 
' 

~b. The superintendent rep9rted a request from the Tudor Village 
Kennels Inc. for permis.sion to u~e a playground for the training of 
dogs. He reported this to be a private enterprise. No further 
action seemed necess~ry. ' 

7. It was voted to request His Honor, Mayor Childs and the 

I 

City Government to re-appropriate $835 to meet the contract which the I 
Playground Commission made in 1937 with landscape architect, 
Bradford Williams. · 

8. It was moved by Mr. Bruce that the chairman be authorized 
to appoint a sub;...commlttee consisting of· fiws . .Marsh~ll, Mr. Kellar, 
and Mr. Bruce to make a study· of adopting program and personnel of 
the Playground Department to present day recreation needs of the 
City of Newton. Mr. Kellar moved to amend the vote requesting that 
he be dropped from the committee because of the inadvisability of 
having a majority of the Commission on a sub-committee. Mr. Bruce 
accepted the amendment. ·The motion was duly seconded, put and carried. 

9. The Superintendent reported letters received from the School 
Department ~nd the Buildings Commissioner advising the discontinuance 
of dancing in the halls of the Emerson School in Upper Falls and 
Stearns School in Nonantum. 

10. It was voted to approve a W. P. A. project of alterations at 
the Hawthorn playground building when acquired and.after further plans 
have been submitted. · 

11. Mrs. r.rarshall moved th~t the neighborhood center work be 
continuous from mid-October to mid-May beginning with the 1938 
season and that the sum of $8,000 be budge~ed for that purpose. It 
was so voted. 1 

EH:EE 

!Respectfully submitted, 

' ERNST HER:WIA NN 

Secretary to the Commission 

I 
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The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was. held 
May 10, 1938 at the office of the Playground Department at City Hall • 
.Mr. Raipp,C•-;~,Henry:;,Clia:irman, Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr., Mrs. Louis H. 
Marshall, Mr. George Kellar, Mr. Edward F. Dalton and Superintendent 
Ernst Hermann were present~ 

2. w~. Bradford Williams, landscape architect 
Playground Commission for the development of Edmands 
additional plane which he explai·ned at some detail. 
the abolishmen~ of Colby Street as a road within the 
recommended the purchase of the hill east of Edmands 

engaged by 1;he 
Park, presented 
H~ again recommended 
park limits and 
Park. 

By motion· of .Mr. Bruce it· was voted to take stepE;J to acquire without 
cost to the city the land on the east side of Edmands Park and to close 
Colby Street· from the west side·of the park within park limite. 

3· The Playground Commission.signed an application prepared by 
Mr. Bartlett for the. terminatio.n of an agreement with the Metrop9l.i tan 
District Commission affecting the entire Auburndale Playground between 
Commonwealth Avenue and the City limits of Waltham. 'fhis matter has 
the approval of his Honor Mayor Childs and the Board of Aldermen. 

4-. The Playground-Commission at the suggestion of Mr. Dalton 
considered the matter of publicity of all matters pertaining to the 
Playground department. Upon motion of Mr. Kellar, .seconded by 
Mr. Bruce, it was voted as follows: 

Sueh information as contained in the records of the Playground Commission 
meetings which the Commission deems to be of public interest shall be 
made available.to the public and press immediately after the close of 
each meeting. ' 

5. Upon motion by Mr. Kel'lar and seconded by Mr. Bruce the 
Playground Commission voted to authorize the Superintendent to~ke the 
necessary steps to carry out the projects calling for new tennis on 
the Newton Higb School athletic field and the improvements on the 
Cabot Playground. 

6. The Superintendent mentioned that His Honor Mayor Childs 
suggested, after a meeting held with the national representative of the 
W. P. A. that plans for a proper shelter building at Bulloughs Pond be 
revived. The Playground Commission voted to prepare such ·plans and 
also to prepare plans for sani'tary. stations for playgrounds which are 
without sanitary accommodations. 

7. Mrs. Marshall recommended that a st11dy be made of furnishing . 
an easier access to the Newton Highlands playground from the south en~. 

S. Upon motion of Mr. Bruce which.was seconded by ~w. Kellar it 
was voted to request the Board of Aldermen to transfer from the item in 
the budget, Replacement of Equipment, amounting to $1,086 to erect a 
fence between the Marcy property e.nd the Upper Falls Playground. 

9. Upon motion of Mr. Bruc~, seconded by Mr. Kellar, it was voted 
that the Superintendent be instruc-ted to write the Massachusetts Civil 
Service. Commission that the po·s~tion of Assistant Superintendent of the 
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Playground Department of the City~of Newton be abolished and that Mr. Lane 
be notified in writing and that motion be referred to the City Solicitor 
for ruling of legality of situation covered by .the motion. 

10. Mr. Bruce, in behalf of the sub-committee on program, presented 
a written report of the meeting of the sub-committee held Wednesday, 
May 4. This is made a part of this record. 

*The report of the Sub-Committee on Program and the suggested Rules and 
Regulations for the Playground Commission were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

' 
i 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN 

EH:EE Secretary, Playground Commission 

* #1 June 22 meeting. 

I 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF, THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM 
of the PLAYGROUND COMMIDSSION of the City of Newton 

- :1 ' 
l_j 

Wednesda~, May 4th, 1938 
H 

Appointed at the regular meethlng of the Playground Commission 
on. Tuesday, April 12, 1938. H 

1:i 
PRESENT: Mrs. Louis H. Marsh~ll and Mr. L. A. Bruce, Jr. 

H 
1 - L. A. Bruce, Jr., was nam~d as: Chairman of the Sub-Committee. ,,:. 

2 
~ ,j • 

Interpretation of the Jobtl 
!J 

The Sub-Committee interpr~:ts its tdks ·and responsibilities 
as follows : j.j _ . q . . 
to make a thorough study ~f the present program, in all its 
phases, carried on by the~ JPlayground Department; of all 
personnel and their respotisibilities, activities and rate 
of pay; of the recrea tionJ.:;needs of' the citizens of Newton 
and of the facilities ava~lable to meet those needs. . ij 
All this to the end that there shali be a complete and well-

,~~ 

rounded recreation progra~~ :i:n Newto,n to meet the leisure-
time needs ·of all ages. Ji 
The Sub-Committee shall g$ither· facts and information from 
all possible sources avaiVable and s4all be free to call 
upon the -staff of the Plai:ground Department, throu~ the 
Superintendent to provide ~ 1lfigur~s. a,nd information listed in 
this report. ', 

I; 

; ~ 
It shall also have the rigbt to -call upon any organization 
or individual, recognizedl:as experts in the field of 
recreation by reason of t~e nature of the organization and 
of the position and expertence of the individuals consulted, 
providing there shall be ~o cost to the City of Newton or 
to the Playground Commisston for such assistance. 

3 - Figures and Statistics il 
!l 

The Sub-Committee will ca:j.l up~:m the Playground Department 
for- the following informa~;ion: 

lj . . 
a - Cost of Playground Su~ervision, by areas, in 1937; .. 

lj . 
~ l " . ' 

b- Cost oe skating super~ision,.by areas, in 1937; 
l! 

c - Cost of Community Cent.er supervision, by centers, in 
1937. 11 

n 
ij . 

"Supervision" shall be ·:)tnterpreted to mean all costs for 
. personnel in what ever! capacity they served, in '.1937. 

lr 

l ,,,, 
-' 

·I 

' 

f-' 
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I 

'' 
' ' 

t 
d - Distribution of time and costs, and totals of both in all 

cases, of i 

Mr. Hermann 
Mrs. Hovgaard 
.Mr. Lane 
Mr. Hughes 

:: 
'I' 
•:11 

II 

(' . I 
In addition to salary andlwage figures, the Sub-Committee 
will also request actual !1937 mileage for Departmental 
purposes in case of the apove persons, including the total 
costs for automobile mileage or rent or maintenance. 

c - Attendance Records 

The Sub-Committee will also request full information from 
the Department for the following:: 

I . 

(1) total number of different individuals served at all 
Playground areas, skating and bathing areas, community 

centers in 1937, with sex.and age in each case; 

(2) total attendance at ~11 such areas and centers in 1937; 
:'I 

(3) attendance at activi'ties at all such places, such as 
classes, clubs, swimm'tng classes, with sex and age in 

I 
each case. ·:, 

- Conclusion ;1 · 
'' 
' The Sub-Committee, like the other members of the Playground 

Commission and the Superintendent, is moved solely by the 
sense of its heavy responsibilities for carrying on a 
complete and well-balanced recreation program in Newton which 
shall meet the needs of all and which assures our citizens 
that every dollar expended gets a dollar's worth. 

The Sub-Comn1ittee does not question the value of what is 
being done, or the need for it, from its present knowledge. 
It is only aware of the f~ct that the Playground Commission 
must keep constantly abres,st of the times and keep itaelf 
so fully informed that th~re is never a question in the 
mind of any of its members about the completeness, within 
its budgetary allowance, ~nd effectiveness of the program 
and conduct of the Depart~ent. 

TERESA G. MARSHALL 
(Mrs. L. H.) 

"~~7/l~ ,',I 
,, ' 

,• .,, ,,, 
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Present 
Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Chairman 
M~ Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr. 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall 
Mr. George Kellar 
Mr. Edward .fi'. Dalton 
Mr. Ernst Hermann, Superintendent 

1. The minutes of the meeting of May 10, 1938 were read and approved 
with the last sentence 11 No action was taken" stricken out andt ithe 
following sentence was substituted: 

The report of the Sub-Committee on Program and the 
suggested Rules and Regulations for the Playground Commission 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

2. It was moved by Mr. Bruce, seconded by Mr. Kellar and voted! 

That the Rules and Regulations of the Playground Commission 
approved by the Committee of the Whole on June 6, 1938 be 
revised according to the recommendations in the letters from 
the City Solicitor, dated June 22, 1938 and that the chairman 
of the Playground Commission be empowered to request the 
approval of the Mayor to paragraph 8 a.· 

3. It was moved by Mr. Bruce, seconded by Mrs. Marshall and voted: 

oVf 

That Mr. Lane's compensation for the year 1938 shall not 
exceed the sum of $BOO. This move is taken in-the interest of 
economy. The Massachusetts Civil Service Commission and Mr. Lane 
shall be notified of both motions concerning him within twenty-four 
hours of this meeting. 

4-. It was moved by Mr. Dalton, seconded by Mr. Bruce and voted: 

That the list of playground dir~ctors, etc., as recommended 
by the Superintendent for the July and august season 193S be 
approved. 

5. The meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN 

EH:EE secretary 

·.·' '.:-
-. i . ·f _., . 
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Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Chairman, Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, 
Mr. Lysco~ A. Bruce, Jr., Mr. Edward F. Dalton and Superintendent Ernst 
Hermann were present. 

1. The Reverend Mr. Farrar of St. Pauls-Church, Newton Highlands, 
addressed the Playground Commission in the interestof a newly formed 
football league including six teams from various parts of Newton. He 
told how they had organized, had elected the Rev. 1~. Farrar president 
and Mr. John E. Leary of the Playground Department their general manager. 
They had formulated rules and regulations for the conduct of the league. 

Rev. Farrar, in behalf of the league, requested that the City of 
Newton Playground Department take·charge of this league in the same 
manner in which the Twilight Baseball League was manage~ by the 
department. He stated that the players did not request any help in 
uniforming but would like to have the Playground Department furnish 
some new balls and at the end of the season some prtzes for the winning 
team. They also requested that the last game be played on the highschool 
athletic field. 

~ The teams are made up of boys from 18 to 25 years of age. The 
proceeds of the final game are to be turned over to the City of Newton 
to cover some of the expenses involved. · 

It was moved by Mrs. Marshall and seconded by .Mr. Dalton that the 
Playground Commission heartily support this league and that Mr. Dalton 
be the contact man with the league representing the Playground Commission. 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting which were mailed to the · 
Commission were approved. 

3. Upon motion of Mr. Bruce and seconded by Mr. ·Dalton it was 
moved that the Playground Department prepare plans and estimates for 
the development of the Lowell Avenue Playground~ 

4. The Superintendent explained that with the covering of the 
brook north of the tennis courts on the Newton Centre ?layground a 
retaining wall on the south side of the two easterly courts seemed 
unnecessary. Such ~ retaining wall would be very unsightly besides 
coating at least $1,600 fof materials, etc. 

Instead of building this retaining wall the two easterly courts 
usually marked 1 & 2 could be moved north over the brook. 

The Playground Commission approved of this change as a W. P. A. 
project. 

The Playgro'!lnd Commi_ssion unanimously voted to recommend to 
the City Gove naming of the following playgrounds: 

/The playground known as the ·Newton· Highlands Playground to be 
Kamed.Lthe Joseph Lee Playground in honor o1' Joseph Lee of Boston, the 
father of t~e playground movement in America. 

" 
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The playground known as the Auburndale Playgr~mnd to be called the 
homas J. Lyons Playground in honor of a citizen of Newton who for many 

fe in Newton was an active sup otter of sports for boys. 
years was a member of the Playground Commission and who throughout his I 

The playground known as the Oak Hill Playground to be named 
to her interest that some 
this playground. She was 

The playground known as the N~wton Centre Playground. to be named 
the William C. Brewer Playground iri honor of the first chairman of the 
Playground Commission. fi.Ir. Brewer was instrumental in establishing 
the first supervised playground in Newton Centre. Through his ~ffo~ts 
a special commission was appointed:in 1912 by the City Government to 
study into the possibility of a playground del?artment. He was the 
chairman of the committee. His recommendations resulted in the 
establishment of a Playground Commission. Mr. Brewer served as 

th in 192 . 

Playground. in Weat Newton 
the doner ivlr. J. Frank 

The playground known as the Richardson Playground in Waban to 
Frank L. Richardson who presented. the land to the City 

S h 
T
1

hte plbaygroudndtkhno\0~n as thAe .a Pl ygrodund ~djoAininig the Angier I. 
c oo o e name . e :reorge ng1er aygroun . mr. ng er was 

instrumental in the purchase, establishment, and development of this 
layground. and through his efforts. a recreation room was added to the 

n . Angier School. 

6. The Playground Commission considered the request 'from the· 
Italian War Veterans for the·.use of the Hawthorn Playground on 

'October 11 and 12. The Playground
1 
Commission voted to notify this 

association that a permit would not be granted another year if they did 
not strictly observe the rules and regulations of the playgrounds. 

7. The Superintendent read .the letter received from 
:Mr. Harold S. Piper,-the director of the Newton Highlands Viilage 
Association urging more supervision for the Newton Highlands Playground. 
The Playground Commission voted to: do all possible within the limits of 
their appropriation and also to bring about the best cooperation with 
the Police Department. 

8. The Commission received from Mr. Eldridge Wason, p~esident 
of the Newton Figure Skating Club, a petition for an artificial skating 
rink. It was deemed impracticle tp. build such a rink at this time. 

9. It was moved by hlr. Dalton and se6onded by Mrs. Marshall 
that Mr. Leary be given a salary ~s a full time employee of $25.00 per 
week and that this be made retroactive to June 22, butthat this 
irrangement continue only through the remainder of this year. 

I 
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10. Mr. Bru-pe, in behal,f of his committee to study program and 
personnel submitted a written report which is made a part of this 
record. The Playground Commission voted to accept this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNsrr HERMANN 

EH:EE Secretary to the Commission 
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PLAYGROUND COW~ISSION 

.: ~ 

Report of the Second Meeting of the Sub-Committee 
to study Program and Personnel. 
Wednesday, September 7~h, 1938, at 30 Vista avenue, 
Auburndale, Massachusetts, at 4:30P.M. 

All members of the Playground Commission and the 
Superintendent were invited to be present, to meet 
with Mr. Weaver W. Pangburm, assigned without cost, 
to make a study in co-operation with the Sub-Com
mittee, by the National Recreation Association. 

Present: Mrs. Louis H. 1Marshall, Mr. ·weaver w. Pang-
burn, Mr .• George Kellar, Mr. Ernst Hermann 
and L. A. Bruy.e, Jr., Chairman of the Sub-Com 
Mittee. ,. ... 

Absent: Messrs. Ralph C;. Henry and Edward F. Dalton. 

Mr. Pangburn was introauced to the members present 
by the Chairman. 

In order to make clear i·:the purpose of the work of the 
Sub-Committee, Mr. Bruce re-iterated the statements 
made in the first repo~t of the Sub-Committee. 

! I 
Mr. Pangburn asked various questions ~o clear up 
questions in his own mind. He then stated that 

II 
I, 
, .. 

first; it would be impossible to make a fully de
tailed study of all recreation in Newton in 
the two-weeks period, but could do quite a 
~it towards that end if the sub-committee 
would get him information about the work and 
programs of the :private agencies. This· the 
members agreed t9 do. 

~ ·1 

second; his survey wo~ld touch rather lightly on the 
physical lay-out and condition of playgrounds. 

' Members agreed that they felt this was not 
necessary because of' their conf'idence in the 
Superintendent's ability and success in that 
field. ), 

third; that, through the Superintendent, he would 
like to have access to the Minutes of the 
Commission, the ':.attendance records and financial 
statements and b.udgets. These present agreed 
to the reasonabl'eness and need of his having such 
information and would so recommend to the 
Commission. · ;:,j 

I' 
I 

The survey will probably be made during the period 
of October 15 to October 31st. 

f.i· 
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 ,., 

; ~ 

Respectfully submitted ;·i 

·I . 
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PLAYGROUND COoo~ISSION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 1~, 193S 

I 
The Playground Commission met at City Hall at S.~5 a. m. 

Monday, November 14, 193S. 11r. Ralph C. Henry, Chairman, Mrs. Louis 

H. Marshall, .Mr. George Kellar, Mr. Edward F. Dalton and~~superintendent 

Ernst Hermann were present. 

The superintendent explained the existing shortage of 

funds for super~lsion which resulted in severe criticism of the 

superintendent. After some discussion Mr. Dalton moved that the 

Playground Commission ask for an additional $2,SOO for ~upervision 
----~--

and $250 for Auto-Maintenance. Mr. Kellar seconded the motion 

and it was carried. 

The meeting adjourned. 

I Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HErulANN 

H:E Secretary to the Commission 

I 
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November 9, 193g 

Re: Request tor Additional Appropriations 

Our weekly payroll for supervision is still about $400 .. · Of this 
amount $175 is spent on neighborhood centers, n.lthough a. full 
program h~:~.a not as yet been fHJlta:t.l1ehed. Norms.lly ou:r ·fall 
auperv1a1on would have been cut down more but til$ exoept.iona.lly 
tine weather hae 'brought children regul~rly to ou,r pla.ygrounde:. 
We are, however, considerably bt.low wru:1.t we t;pent in former years. 
The program for spring supervision was aleo gre&.:t ly eurta1led. 
In other word~ we n1ade a strong effort to cut down on pi.O,yground 
euperv1s1on in order to lUH~rate funds for ne1ghborhoor.l center 
n~. . . 

on November 1 our balance tor supervisi.on was $995· W1th the 
exception of· about $100 th1m ''1 .. 11 be exhaunt.ed by the end. of' this 
week. we need t4oo a week to oapey on what supervision of plnygrounde 
1e needed.. and for .a eomewhat more elaborate program of netghberho9d 
center work. ·There are seven weake remaining. Thl !1!· makes a total 
of t2, !OO we need for euperv1Ea1on. If s;kat1ng etarte ea:rly, this. 
amount would not b~ !tu:f'f1o1ent. · 

.~hen :r svbm1 tted. the ~upervlslon schedule for July and. August I 
ctated th9.t the payroll for thiR wo11ld. exceed. by a.bQut tl,40o what 
we really should spe.nd. for euperv1elon but .. tht..t 1 t might be possible 
to accomplish mome s;1v1nge. Although we die manage some aavl.ngs 
here and thar(l: we had to pay more as 1 n the eaAe of Mr. ~31mmon m. 

. . 
Since then we have had a number of e~tra.s some of which •re 
authorized. by the Playground Oomm1ss.ion such as: 

)iir. Leary's increase in salary 
ward School 
Off1o1ala for Football League 
.Addition!!ll Super'!Jie1on at Cold Spring 
In the oprin~ we :furniansd supervision for the. 

Sesqui-centennial Page~nt . 
.!:"all wtta thGr required more than would be normally 

expended · 
The week after the stor'm the 9llh()ole were clot=ted 

and on aceount of fallen wires. and trees,- etc. 
extra super~islon was needed 

'l'he skating season or 1937-3g we. a forty-two days. 
~ 

$156.00 
75-00 

100.00 
100.00 

150.00 

500.00 

200.00 

$l2e0.oo 

By the m1d.dle of Aprll \\le ha.d. already spent a.pproximatl!!ly $7 ~600 
for all kinde of supervision. 

t e.ro att.aoh1ng heret1 th expend! turea for eup€tl"V1s1on in 1936. 1937, 
193g· 
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Re: Requeat for A.tft.Gl1t1ona.1 .App.ropr1~t1ons 

i We net.Jd ·in a.ddi tion about $259 mor»e f.or Auto Ma1ntenanee. The use 
! .. of our B.\ittonl.O.b1le.a, :p$i.rtleu1-s-r.l.Y the truc.lts., hn.s bean ~nuAuallY 

haavy ~nd t:rw Playgrovnd ·Oomn1t r:HL1.on ;'lppro ved. my e n_ti.mnte for tbJ.e 
item which waa $275 more but th¢ IJonrd of Aldermen eut 1'1': $275· 

Agatnst this we nmy plaGe unttxpol\d:ed balance u!'lei~-r B.~placernent 
of i:cp:Ji.pment, 'JTMCk f-10~6.90 and £€li!lera1 s.avinrr, whlah w~ 
d0liberately tried to m!J;l!;t- du."?1n.g the yea~ of $-,300 rnakinm a total 
of ~1386.90. !f th~ Pl@,ygrounl1 Cout!'ld.$s1on (lpproves, we OQW.d 
pro.misf; 1ti!ll return to the Ctty Traa.sury a.t the iand of th~ year. 

There a.r.;J several unexpended bala.naee on w. ? •. A. pr~Jectsn 

Cabot 
AllifJOI1 
f:>Cml~ p:roj-eetfil not yet s.uthor1:ted. but 
monr-:y ~~Pf~l"o pr1.fi ted~ as for 1n s t e.noe, 
}ftgh':··school· Tennis Courts 

$2300.00 
t2000~00 

$9300.00 

l 
l 
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SUPERVISION 
Week Pla.y- Neighbor-
Ending grounds hood centers $30,000.00 $32,000.00 $23,500.00 

·3" 
$47.54 $11+.50 

193$ 1937 1936 
an.l 

g ~52.14 183.15 
15 . 97.01 ' 221.01 
22 4-22.71 2lt'L.SS ' 

29 42~.28 1772.7g· 262.$1 900.65 2,673)+3 7S0.3~ 2, 163.42·);;! 
Feb.5 343.50 225.26 

12 356.26 234.51 
19 304.sg 215.13 

2,136.31 26 207~2~ 1211.90 242-51 9?4.41 1,227.02 1,717.52 

Mar.5 197.51 2}3.01 
12 1tl.75 239.01 
19 16a.3g 2~9.01 
26 lit -37 

799.,~1 
222.01 

Apr.2. 112.50 257~51 11g0.515 1,980.06 995.03 953-36 . 
Apr.9 116.88 232.51 I 

16 172-50 223.01 
I 

I 23 243.25 226.51 
914.1+1 1,653-55 1,2$7.69 1,014.51 30 206.~1 739.14 222·2g l 

May. 7 215.63 21].76 
14 227.50 204-.51 l 

- 21 231.13 210.38 
2g 220 ·Z2 595 ,'01 20S.76 S41.41 1,7}6.42 1,591~16 1,172.39 I 

i 
' ·:r ' 

une 4 319.8$ 199.01 
11 4-03~50 12S.Ol 
18 471.26 73-01 
25 ~$9.§}0 

2lt49.S2 400.03 2,S49.75 2,275.52 1,764.03 July 2 o65.2$ l 
July 9 1519.17 I 16 157S.64 

23. '11+34-. 03 
6115.S6 6,115.86 7,6oS.23 I 30 15S4.o2 e,o7g.2o 

' I 
Aug. 6 1549.25 l 

13 1603.04 ) 
,I 

20 1501.02 l 
27 10~2-21 571+5.68 5,71+5.6$ 7,150.07 6,293-71 I 

· Sepp.3 794.64 
1 
·~ 

10 613.52 •:~, 
J. • I 

17 . 44-7.55 
~ 

24 387.62 ' I 
Oct.l 3.10·3.1 2613.70 2,613-70 3,200.09 2, 205.33 1 
O~ct .S 353.30 

15 359-73 1+5. H~ 
136.06 1,437-77 1,36e.s9 22 2~9.g3 lOQ2.S6 9o.e~ 1,138.92 ' 

._ }J 1, o4J..SS · 
'ov. 1,65).}6 
~o. 2,322.b3 1,191.11+, 

, 31,999.23 23,494.41 



1 HTt1ZPLAYGROUND.COrvlMISSION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 17, 193S at S.30 p.m. 
~'-. 

245 

I 

I 

Present: Mr. Ralph C. Henz-y, Chairman, Mr. Lyscom A. Bruce-, Jr., 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. George Kellar, Mr. Edward F. 
Dalton, Superintendent Ernst Herm,ann. 

Absent: None 

1 ~ Mr. Henry read a communication from :Mr •. Donald McKay, Chairman of 
the Finance Committee. 

2. Upon motion made by Mr. Bruce, duly seconded by Mr. Kellar, the 
Comm1's81bil voted to turn over some eighty cords of fire wood to 
the Welfare Department for disposal.·" This wood is piled on the 
Newton· Centre Playground and was brought there.from the various 
playgrounds where storm damaged trees arid trees inJured beyond 
recovery werecut and split into cord wood. 

3• ~he minutes of the previous meeting as submitted in writing were 
approved. 

4. Upon motion made by Mr. Bruce, duly seconded by Mr. Dalton, the 
Commiss1on voted that· the ·superintendent, in submittihg his 
proposed budget for the Department for the year 1939 shall provide 
the following information with regard to supervision: 

a break-down for the last three years fbr itemized cbst~ for 
year-round supervision,·bathing, skat1ng, community center 
work, twil1ght league baseball and for playground direct~on. 
and supervision. 

Similar information-shall also be provided for all other items 
in the budget. 

. 
The 1939 budget shall be established under "Supervision 11 

accor~ing to the above break-down. 

5. Upon motion of Mr. Dalton, duly seconded by Mr. Bruce, the 
Commission voted to set aside a certain sum for emergency purposes·. 

6. Upon motion made by Mr. Bruce, duly seconded by Mr. Dalton, the 
Commisfton voted that the City Comptroller be requested to~:submit 
to the Playground Commission a suggested system of book-keeping 
for the control of Playgrou~d Department budget expenditures •. 

7~ Upon motion made by Mr. Bruce, duly seconded by Mr. Dalton, the 
Commission voted that the Superintendent submit a complete· 
financial statement at each monthly meeting of the Playground 
Commission, showing· in full detail, by budget items, annual budget·, 
expenditures for each precedin~ month, for the year to date 
(end of _the preceding month) and balances available for the rest of 
the year. ·This statement shall also include the current incurred 
liabilities under the proper classifications. 
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8. Upon motion made by Mr. Bruce, duly seconded by Mr. Dalton, the 
Coinrtl18sion voted that the Superintendent shall submit to the Commrssion 
at each of its monthly meetings a complete proposed pay-roTl for _.·1 
the succeeding month, giving-· the names of employees, posit'ions ,. 
assignments, rates of pay, total estimated pay for the· month under 
consideration. The Commission shall take such action ae·it deems 
proper and no additional expenditures for pay-rolr shall' be incurred 
in any month once the Commission has voted on it except"for 
emergencies or conditione obviously beyond the control of the 
Superintendent and such overages e:11a11 be submitted at the next 
meeting of the Commission for approval. Irt considering the pay-roll 
for the months of July and August and September complete information 
as cited above shall. be submitted to the Commission not later than 
its regular May meeting. 

9. Upon motion made by Mr·. Dalton, duly seconded by Mr. Bruce, the 
Commission voted that the Playground Commission eubiii.'ft a request to 
His Honor the Mayor and the City Government for the sum of . 
$1,386.90 for PIL.ayground supervision for the res:t of the year. · 

. - ~ -

In making this request the Playground Commission respectfully 
requested the City Government to take into consideration that in 

. the item of Replacement of.Equipment there· will be a balance at the 
end of the year which cah ·be returned to. the c·i ty Treasury of 
$1,386.90. ·This is due to the fact that the Playground Department 
did not buy a new truck this year and that a further saving of I 
.$300.00 was made under this item which would ordinarily be spent · 
for replacement of small play equipment. ~ 

10. Upon motion of Mr. Bruce, duly seconded by ~- Kellar, the 
Commission voted that the Playground Commission approve a schedule 
for a basketball league submitted to the Superintendent .by 
Rev. Mr . .l~"arrar with Mr. Leary in· sole and dire·ct· charge of the 
league a.nd that, if possible, one evening a week at the John W. Weeks 
Junior High School be devoted to basketball for girls, providing the 
revised budget of the department will permit this program. 

11. The Playground Commission by vote approved the organization of a 
course in public speaking for one evening a week to continue fifteen 
weeks in the b'rank A. Day Junior High School ahd that a letter of 
thanks be sent to the following gentlemen who have signified their 
willingness to conduct this course free of charge: 

Mr. Richard Dunn, Mr. John Spalding, Mr. Wallace Strathe.rn, 
Mr. Howard Murdock, Mr. Dwight ~orton. 

It was understood that no extra exp~neee would be involved. 

12. Upon motion of Mr. Bruce, duly seconded by Mrs. Marshall, the I 
Commission voted to send copies of the minutes of this meeting to 
His Honor Mayor Childs, Mr. Charles B. Floyd, President of the Bo~rd 
of Aldermen, Mr. Donald D. McKay, Chairman of the Finance Committee 
and to Mr. Daniel White, th~ Comptroller of Accounts. 

The meeting adjourned at 11.30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ERNST HERMANN 
~Pn~PT.~~v T.n T.hP r.nmrn1QQ1nn 
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Present: Mr. Ralph C. Henry, Ch,airman, Mr.· Lyscom A. Bruce, Jr., 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. George Kellar, Mr. Edward F. Dalton, 
and Superintendent Ernst HermanJ?. • 

. The minutes of the November 17 meeting were approved. 

The Reverend Mr. Shecicl, Mr. McLaughlin· and Mr. Randali'appeared before ·the 
full Playground Commission in the intere·st of the. N~wton Upper Falls 
neighborhood center. Upon the question asked by Mr. Bruce, "Why are you 
here? 11 , Reverend Mr. 13nedd said that they thought 11 somebody mlght throw a 
monkey WI'ench into the pro.gram 11 • He said ·that the neighborhood center 

. was·~ot ideal but the program ca~ried on was .most pl~~~ing so far. He 
thought the d~ama, singing, and glee club were valu.able for older people. 

Captain Veduccio of the Newton Police Departmen·t and Mr. J. Edward 
·Theriault from Nonantum were also· present and urged the·~ continuation of 
the Stearn·s Playground work and neighborhood center. Captain Veduccio 
felt strongly that they continue at least as good a program.as had been 
carried on for years. Both Captain Veduqcio and Mr. Theri~ul~ expressed 
their belief that there ~as an astonishing decline ih d~linqtiency. 
lVIr. Angino who is doing boys work'in ·Nonantum-seconded all that Captain 
.Veduccio and Mr. Theriault said. Captain Veduccio urged that if we 
planned a building that it contain plenty of shower baths and, if possible, 
a pool • 

. The Playground Commission considered the annual ·budget for 1939. In 
considering the· first i tern SALARY· oF· SUPERINTENDENT, it was urged to defer 
the consideration of thls item for the ti"me being. The Playground Commission 
upon Mr. Dalton's motion, moved to conslder this item. Mr. Bruce, in 
behalf of the· sub-corrtmi ttee on program present·ed a written recommendation 
wpich is made a'part of this record .. Copies of these r~ports on the part 
of tre. sub-committ·ee were given to_ each ·member present. ·The Commission 
finally voted to request an opinion from the City Solicitoras to the 
status of Superintendent Hermann as head of the department and deferred 
action on this item until a ruling had been received. The Playground 
Commission considered the other ttems of. the budget for 1939 in detail 
and approved th~ following: 

SALARIES 
1. SUPERINTENDENT 
2. ·cLERICAL ASSISTANCE 
3 •• DIRECTORS 
4 TEMPORARY CLERKS 
5. OFFICE EXPENSE 
6. TRAVEL EXPENSE QUT OF STATE. 
7. AUTO MAINTENAN0E 

. g. MAINTENANCE 
9. REPLACEMENT OF EQUIPMENT 

10. CONSTRUCTION 
11 •. NEW EQUIPMENT · 
12 .. OU'£SIDE CHARGE· ACCOUNT 
13. CARE & ALTERATIONS & IMPROVEMENTS. 

OF ELE~ffiNTARY SCHOOL GROUNDS 

$3 ,000 •. 00 (not yet approved) 
2' 64-7.00 

.32,000.00 
. 300.00 

850.00 

1,475-00 
36,94-5-36 

3,4-30.00 
8,275-00 

·s1o.oo 
35.00 

6,125.00 

$95,.S92-36 
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14. W.P.A. PROJECTS To be considered la~er. 

Upon motion of Mr. Kellar and seconded by Mr. Bruce it was voted that 
in purchasing gasoline, oil or other material from any source for the 
Playground Department the individual making such a purchase shall 
return a voucher, signed by him, showing the mater·ial received, the 
amount and the purpose for which material is intended, and shall return 
such vo~cher to the Playground Department office immediately .after 
receipt. 

The Playground Commission did not take final action upon a request for 
an appropriation for a W.P.A. project on the Lowell Avenue Playground. 

The superintendent submitted the request from the Newton Figure Skating 
Club for an ice carnival to be held on January 28 and if weather is not 

. favorable, on February ~! The Commission voted to have the department 
aid in,this carnival but that expenditures for extras should not exceed 
the sum of $100. The request of the Newton Figure Skating association 
to install a skate sharpening shop at the Crystal Lake bathhouse was 
deemed inadvisable. It was also deemed inadvisable to have an 
instructor in fancy skating. 

The recommendation of the Superi·ntend:ent for permission to~engage 
referees for the basketball league was not approved. It was the 
opinion of several members that volunteer referees could be secured. 

The Superintendent reported to the Commission that Mr. John Shaughnessy~ 
who had so far been in charge of the N.Y.A. work in Newton and who had 
been recommended to the N.Y.A. administration some years ago by the 
superinmndent has been promoted to a better job and he requested the 
approval of the Playground Commission for his recommending Mr. John F. 
Donahue for this position. It was so voted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HERMANN 

EH:EE Secretary to the Commission 

I 

I 

I 
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MAIL VOTE 193,8 

The Playground Commission a9proved the 
immediate purchase of the Cunningham land 
and a request for an appropriation of 
$3,000 tci devilop this land. 
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ilfNUT'ES GF THE PLAYGROtiiib G6>1MHSf6N iiEETING HE:Lii Fl!lliRUPli<Yi.14, 1-l~~ ~~ . 

T:rle regular ·meet·fng 0f·'the '•PlaygPoU-nd·-commissfGn'·Warr·"held 
Feb!"uary' '14} ·19·39' .·in ~-the. offi!cel'of the JPTayg~:Pcmnd Go:mmfs si:on ·~at- . ··:• 
c 1:-ty Hall.' ·Mr .. Ralph :c. '..:Ffenl?j:,"· !~Cliairmahj M:Ps. ·-Loui-s H>- :Marsnall ;'-
Mr. 'George- Kellar; Mr, Ed\vard F. Dalton and Superintendent Ernst-Hermann 
were present. 

The changesin the city ordinance r~garding the organization 
of the playground department were discussed at length. :Mr. Dalton 
moved and Mr. Kellar seconded a motion that the Play ground Commission 
recommend the adoption of the proposed city ordinance. The vote 
resulted in a tie; IVIr. Henry ·a.nd I~lr. Dalton voting yes, Mr. Kellar and 
Mrs. Marshall voting -no. 

It was decided that each side submit, throughtthe chairman, a statement 
to the Claims and Rules Committee giving the reasons for their vote. 

It was voted to transmit to the City Solicitor the 
condolances of the Playground Commission and the best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

It was voted to authorize the superintendent to furnish the 
necessary officials for the City of Newton Basketball League at the 
lowest possible cost. This vote was to amend a previous vot~ taken 
which did not permit the superintendent to employ officials. 

· Upon recommendation of IVIrs·. Marshall it was voted to use 
the term "Neighborhood Centers" instead of Community Centers or other 
designations now used. 

The minutes :.of the previous meeting were approved. 

The superintendent was .authorized to study the Franklin School 
building as a possible neighborhood center when its use was terminated 
by the School Department. 

Upon motion of ivir. Kellar, ·seconded by l'vir. Dalton it was voted 
to approve a W. P. A. project, if possible, for the preparation of 
photostatic plans of all the playgrounds in the City bf Newton. 

The superintendent was authorized to continue for four weeks 
a softball league after the basketball season closed. 

EH:EE 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HElli'ViANN 

Secretary to the Commission 
Superintendent of Playgrounds 
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The regular meeting of the Playground Commission was held at 
City Hall, March 25 at 3.30 p.m. Mr. Ralph C. Henry, chairman, Mrs. Lou~ 
H. Marshall, Mr. George Ke:llar, Ivir. Irving C. Paul an?- Superintendent. Ernft 
Hermann were present. 

Mr. Henr~ in behalf of the Commission, heartily welcomed 
Mr. Irving C. Paul and expressed the hope that he would enjoy his new 
office as Playground Commissioner. 

1. It was moved, se6onded and voted to approve the minutes of the 
previous meeting. 

2. The Playground Commission considered. the various cuts which 
were'suggested by the Finance Committee. The cuts were: 

Directors 
Temporary Clerk 
Office 
Auto Maintenance 
Maintenance 
Replacement of Equipment 
Construction 
New Equipment 
Care, -Alterations & Improvements 
of Elementary School Grounds 

Cuts 

$ 4,000.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 

3 '945. 36 
230.00 

7,800.00 
500.00 

1,125.00 

$17,900.j6 

Actual 
Appropriation 

$·2.3 ' 000 . 00 
200.00 
750.00 

1,375.00. 
33,000.00 
3,200.00 

475.00 
310.00 

5,000.00 

In addition the Playground Commission noted a cut made by His Honor, 
Mayor Childs of $7,000.00 for New Construction, making a total of 
Cuts $17,900.36. · 

The Playground Commission accepted these cuts except the i tern for 
Temporary Clerl<:: and author+ zea. the Super in te ndent to r~que st the 
chairman of the· Finance Committee to return the cut of $100 t.o this 
item. · 

3· The Playground Commission considered a petition presented by 
Mr. Kenneth Tiffin, Alderman from Ward 3, for mor~ tennis courts at 
the John W. Vfeeks playground. Mr. Kellar moved, Mrs. Marshall seconded 
and it was voted to notify the petitioner that there was no appropriation 
available for additional tennis courts on the J. W. Weeks playground but 
that the Playground Commission would consider an item for this purpose 
on the 1940 budget. 

4~ No action was taken by the Playground Commission upon the 
report of the Superintendent that a petition had been presented to the 
Board of Aldermen for a new playground in Auburndale. 



256 -2- . " 
•. > 

5· Upon the.report of the superintendent on matters pertaining 
to the Newton Highlands Boys Club referring to a letter received from 
~r. Churchill, principal of the Hyde School and other reports made by 
Mr. Tedesco and !vir. Shaughnessy, the Playground Commission approved the 1· 
appointment of a temporary pa_id leader for this group. 

6. The superin~ndent made a report on the management, etc. of 
the basketball league and submitted a report on the expenses. This 
included a report on the N. Y. A. activities. 

7. The superintendent reported Ul)On the possibilities of the 
Franklin School being used as a neighborhood center-after the Scho61 
Department has transferred its activities to the new school on Derby 
Stre-et. He pointed out that if an annex with a· hall containing a stage 
were added to the Franklin School, this layout vwuld offer splendid 
opportunities for neighborhood centre activities. He submitted 
estimates made by the Public I:!uildings Commissioner of $25,000.00 for 
such _an annex. The Commission instructed the superintendent to study 
the matter further and to report extimated cost of setting up a community 
recreation program in this building. 

S. The superintendent ~eported a meeting with Mr. Richard B. Carter 
in behalf of the Stearns School Centre Association and. their interest in 
the Elliot School when this school is discontinued by the School Depai'lt-:
ment· and the new school a-t PeB.rl and Gardner Street is completed. 

In v-iew of the fa.ct t'hat -the department maintains a neighborhood centre 
at the Stearns School and that the accommodations in the new school 
building at the corner of Pearl and ~ardner Streets will offer good 
opportunities for the conduct of neighborhood centre activities, the 
Playground Commissior. voted that there was ho need to use the Elliot 
School as a municipal neighborhood centre. 

9. The superintendent reported upon the vandali s·rn t·o the old 
building acquired lately for the Hawthorn playground. He submitted 
plans and estimates made by the Public Buildings Commissioner amounting 
to $19,500.00 for alterations in the building and $3,500.00 for sewer. 
The Public Buildings Commissioner at the same time recommended the 
razing of the present building to·be replaced by a new building at the 
cost of $19,500.00. The superintendent was authorized to continue 
negotiations with the building commissioner. 

10. The Playground Cor::mission voted to consider, later in the year, 
a repetition of the course in public speaking. 

11. The superintendent was authorized to consult with J\Ir. Bartlett 
regarding matters pertaining to the new Ne~tonville playground. 

12. The Playground Commission authorized the superintendent to 
inquire from the city solicitor the status of the legality of the 
right-of-way into the Cold Spring Playground from Duncklee Street. 

I. 
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13~ The superintendent reported an application from the 
Maria S .. S. del Carmine Society for permission to use the Hawthorn ~-
Street Playground for its ~nnual festival July 15, 16, 17. It was the 
unanimous opinion of the Playground Commission that the department should 
carefully check on the sale of liquor within the legal distance of the 
playe:;round and also check on the type of fire-works and the time of 
setting off this display before issuing a permit. 

14. Upon the motion of I~Irs. l\iarshall, seconded by Mr. Paul, 
it was voted that !vir. Kellar be appointed a member of the special 
committee on program and personnel. 

EH:EE 

Respectfully submitted, 

EHN S 'r HERlViAN N 

Superintendent of Playgrounds 
secretary to the Commission 

\ 
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A meeting of the Playground Commission was held May 24 in 
the office of the Playgroun« Commission at City Hall. Mr. Ralph C. Henry, 
Chairman, 1Irs. Louis ·H. Marshall, Mr. George Kellar, !'vir. Edward F. Dalton 
and Superintendent Ernst Hermann were present. · 

Mr. J. Edward Theriault appeared before the Commission to 
explain his views and the views of the citizens of his district on the 
proposed purchase of a vacant lot adjoining the Stearns School west of 
the Stearns family home. Mr. Theriault read a statement containing a 
number of suggestions. He agreed to send a copy of this statement to 
the superintendent for the files of the department. l'vlr. Theriault's 
statement i§ made a part of this record. 

It was unanimously voted that the Playground Commission recommend to 
thA Eoard of Aldermen the taking of the Stearns property on Watertown 
Street for recreational purposes. 

The Playground Commission voted to approve a permit being 
issued to the Maria S .. S .. de1 Carmine society for a field day with the 
proviso that the lodge agrees to limit its fireworks display to the 
time between 10.15 and 10.45 p.m.jtthat the society further agrees to 
make a contract with the fireworks manufacturer that all extremely ~
noisy display be eliminated, this to ·include the toning down of all 
the sky-rocl':ets in their final explosions and that the detonation of 
the final mass-barrage be. omitted. 

The Playground .. :eommis sian unanimously voted to recommend to 
His Honor the ~ayor that an appropriation of $16,000 be made to the 
Public Buildings Comm~ssioner for the purpose of altering the n~~ly 
acquired building at the Hawthorne Street Playground for a field hou~e 
containing a play hall, directors room, sanitaries, shower baths and 

·dressing rooms as per plans submitted by the Buildings Commissioner 
providing that this could be made a W. P. A. project in which case the 
city's appropriation ~ould:be less than the $16,000 recommended by the 
Buildings Commissioner. 

Upon the request of the Board of Aldermen submitted by the 
City .Clerk, Mr. Frank M. Grant, that the Playground Commission furnish 
an opinion on the matter of taking some of the Cunningham land in 
Auburndale for playground purposes and that an appropriation be made 
of $2,500 for incidentals, the Playground Comm:1?:ssion unanimously voted 
that it reaffirm the opinion expressed in a communication to His Honor 
Mayor Childs September 18, 1938 to the extent that the Cunningham land 
ee bought and that an appropriation of $2,500 be made for incidental 
expenses in connection with the proposed '#. P. A. project. 

It was the sense of the meeting that the Playground Department 
cooperate with the School Department in staging the twilight games of 
the Legion•s junior baseball club on the High School baseball diamond 
this summer. 



260 -2-

The Superintendent was authorized to consult 
Mr. Bartlett, the City Solicitor, about an entrance from 
Duncklee Street to the Cold S~ring Playground. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST HER!vlANN 

EH:EE Secretary to the Commission 

I 

I 

I 
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the 
Newton Playground Commission: 

Newton, Mass. 
May24, I939 

At the very beginning, let me express the thanks of 
my Pastor, Father Robichaud, whom you have already met, and 
all my neighbors in Nonantum, for the courtesy 6ft this hearing, 
thus allowing me to present to you, their case, regarding the 
acquisition of the former Stearns property in Nonantum and 
which we shall now refer to as the ~Proposed Warehouse Site". 

I shall endeavor to show to your Honorable Commission 
that the revival of ome of the most attractive, interesting and 
yet very inexpensive activities of our Playground Program is to 
be lost to us, unless we can show tc;> uor Board of Alderman . 
that .the last communication of His Honor, Mayor Childs, meets, 
for the present, economic conditions and we shall keep in 
abeyance the other ideals we may have in mind. 

To us the acquiring of this land is most important----not 
as a charitable jesture and not to prevent business expansion, 
for we have the highest respect for the young men who are stand
ing by before pressing their building program. There are in the 
village some who can remember back 25, 45, yes 50 years and who 
have seen this lot vacant so long that it would seem tmat a part 
of the School-Plaground heritage were being taken away. It was 
here, a few years before I went into the Army in I9I7 that I had 
my little garden with lettuce, radishes, some beans and tomatoes. 
This very lot was given free use of, to the early Plaground 
Organization by the Stearns Family and it was a most interesting 
and most active part of the then program. 

We readily admit that there are other Playgrounds in our 
Village or bordering on it but I ask you to take note that in 
Notjantum our ratio of population is o:ver 8000 persons per 
square mile of area. .-

We offer the following suggestions as-=uses for the area---
I-Revival of the Small Gardens 
2-Later, the setting-up of additional tennis court 

facil.i ties or a youngsters play'1 green. 
3-Eventuafiy, (when economic conditions will permit) a 

modern Community Centre Building 
4-But not least, a park or a croquet green Which will 

mautain a vista to the school and eliminate a dan
gerous crossing over the sidewalk where many of the 
children attending the three schools must pass. 

I have three sketch exhibits and a general area tracing--
Exhibit #I- simply shows the plot plan of construction 

and layout as proposed by the owners and is presented 
to you for a general impression, as residents of 
Newton, of the lot coverage by the present owners 
and how it will prevent the re-establishment of the 
small gardens in our village. 

Exhibit#2-You have here our plan for the immediate use of 
the land in question, the revival of the ohildrens 
gardens which we think can be developed as follows--

Item #I--The takinJ of the land 
Item, #2--Plowing of the land (One days work •. ) 
Item#3---Raking, sodding andlevelling·off, which 

would be done by the children at no cost. 
Item #4--Place a small wood fence aroundfrom the 

Playgroung Warehouse with four or more 
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Mr. 

SHEET #2 

"No trespassing police signs" placed in important 
main locations. {note approx.distances to school. ) 

Exhib:i:t #3--This is our suggestion for the future or at any 
time that the economic conditions will permit such 
a development. Although no exhibit is shown we offer 
a& an additional mental pi~ture, the eventual erection 
on the lot of a modern Community Centre Building, 
sui.table to the cosmopoli~·an population of our village 
with its many needed and much appreciated public 
servic~s. 

Chairman, Mrs. Marshall and gentlemen of the playground 
Commission, let me before I take my leave thank you 
for your kind attention and consideration. If you have 
any questions I shall be pleased to try to answer them. 

Remarks made at the May 24th, I939 
meeting of the Newton Playground 

Commission, at the Playground Office 
City Hall, Newton C~ntre, Mass. 
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MINUTES OF THE PLAYGROUND C01\1MISSION MEETING Held June 12, 

A meeting of the Newton Playground Commission was held on June r2, 1939 
at City Hall, Newton Centre, Massachusetts, with the following members 
present: Mrs. Marshall, Messers Henry, Paul a~d Kellar. 

On motion of .Mrs. Iviarshall it was voted to elect Mr. Kellar as 
Secretary Protem. 

On motion of Mr. Paul it was voted to approv-e' the minutes for the meeting 
Of May. 24, 1939. 

The next business to be presented to the Commission for its action was 
the appointment of a temporary Superintendent of PlaygrouQ.d to fill the 
position of Mr. Hermann, retired as of June 10, 1939. A number of names 
were considered for the position, both within and outside the department. 
It was the consensus of those present, however, that the appointment 
should be made from outside the present employees. Mr. Paul suggested 
the name of F. Ewing Wilson and Mr. Wilson ·was invited to meet with 
the Commission. After discussing the position with him, he was excused 
and on motion of Mr. Paul it was voted to appoint !vlr. Wilson as 
Temporary Superintendent of Playgrounds at a salary .of seventy-five 
dollars a week·to start on June 1~. 

The meeting adjourned at 10 p1m. until June 22 at 7.30 p.m. 

GEORGE KELLAR 

Acting Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE PLAYGROUND COMMISSION MEETING HELD June 22, 1939 

A meeting of the Playground CommisRion was held at City Hall, 
Newton Centre, on June 22, 1939 with the following members present: 
Mrs. Marshall, Messers Paul and Kellar. 

On motion of Mr. Kellar the rules were suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Paul it was voted to elect Mrs. Marshall as temporary 
chairman. 

on motion of Mr. Paul it was voted to approve the minutes for the 
meeting of June 12, 1939. 

Mrs. Hovgaard, Mr. Tedesco, ~w. Lane and.Mr. Donahue were invited to 
meet with the Commission. The Commission stressed to them the 
necessity of cooperation and loyalty to the acting head of the 
department and to the commission, and stated its stand definitely 
against the use of any alcohol·ic beverage on playgrounds and during 
working hours. 

263 

A communication was received from Joseph Randall, Secretary·of the 
Newton Upper Falls Community Centre, in which the association condemned 
the conditions existing at the Upper Falls playground. On motion of 
Mr. Kellar it was voted to refer the letter to Mr. Wilson for reply and 
action in conformity with the recommendations. 

The first of summer employees was presented to the commission for its 
approval and on motion of Mr. Paul it was ·voted to accept the 
recommendations of the Superintendent as regard the number of employees 
and. salaries. 

On motion of ww. Paul it was v9ted to request Civil Service to certify 
John.Donahue ~s permanent supervisor at a salary of Fort~ dollars a 
week and tb increase the salary of John Leary to thirty dollars a week. 

Adjourned at 10.30 p.m. 

GEORGE KELLAR 

Acting Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE "NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION HELD AT 
CITY HALL FRIDAY, SEPTE~ffiER S, 1939 0/-;< &h 

A meeting of the Newton Recreation Commission was ,held at the City Hall 
Friday, SeptemberS. Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Mr. George Kellar,· · 
Mr. Irving C. Paul and Acting Superintendent F. Ewing Wilson were present. 

Upon motion of Mr. Kellar and seconded by Mr. ·paul the Recreation 
Commission voted to request that the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen take 
proper steps to acquire the Pillion land for a right-of-way to the 
Cold Spring Playground. 

The Commission discussed and approved the purchase of~the Cunningham 
land in Auburndale. Th1~ purchase was discussed and voted on at a · 
previous meeting. 

On motion of :Mr. Kellar the Recreation Commission voted an expression 
of deep appreciat~on for the excellent and efficient manner in which 
Mr. Wilson took over a difficult and arduous task and carried it 
through to a very successful conclusion. It 1s the feeling of the 
Commission that Mr. Wilson cannot be too highly commended for his tact 
and ability to mold a harmonious staff. 

F. Ewing Wilson 

Acting Superintendent 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 

A meeting of the Newton Rec.reat1on Commission was held on September 15, 
19}9 at City. Hall, Newton Centre, Massachusetts, with the following 
members present: Mrs. Marshall, Messers. Paul, Rich arid Kellar. 
Mrs. Marshall presided as Acting Chairm~n. · 

Due to the fact that this was the first meeting of the Commission 
under the new 6rdinance it was necess~ry to elect a chairman. On 
motion of Mr. Paul,- duly seconded, it was voted to elect Mrs. Louis H. 
Marshall as Chairman. On motion of Mr. Rich, duly seconded, i·t was 
voted to elect George Kellar as Secretary. 

Mr. Morse of·the Engineering Department presented plans of the 
.proposed land in Newton Highlands for an entrance to Cold Spring 
Playground, stressing particularly the need of widening Duncklee Road 
from 20 to 4-0.feet .. The C.ommission,while favoring such action, felt 
that it did not prpperly~come within the scope of its a~thority and 
suggested that the matter be taken up with His Honor the Mayor. 

On motion of Mr. Paul it was voted to authorize the Chairman· to write 
to the Mayor expressing the complete satisfaction of the very excellent 
work done by Mr. Wilson during the summer as acting Super1ntendent of 
Playgro1,.1ncis. 

. ... , 

Adjourned at 6 p.m. 

George Kellar 
. S~cre:tary 



268 MINUTES OF MEETING OF NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 

A ~eeting of the Newton Recreation Commission was held at Ctty Hall, 
Newton Centre, on September 22, 1939 at ~.30 p.m. with the followigg 
members present; Mrs. Marshall, Messers. Paul, Rich, Kellar and 
Acting Commissioner Brown. Mrs~ Marshall presided as Chairman. 

On motion of !vir. Paul it was voted that whereas, in the opinion of 
the Recreation Commission of the City of Newton, the public necessity 
and convenience require that a parcel of land bounded by Beverly Road, 
Duncklee Street and the Cochituate Aqueduct as shown on· Plan 26201 in 
the office of the City Engineer, should be taken in fee simple for 
municipal purposes, to wit, for an entrance to a public playground, 
that the Recreation Commission hold a Public Hearing on September 29, 
1939 at City Hall, N.e;wton, Massachusetts, for the purpose of hearing all 
such persons as are interested in the above taking. 

On motion of Mr. Kellar it was voted that at the same place .and same 
time· a. hearing should be given to all those interested in the taking ·of 

.. ·the so~ca.lled Cunningham land in Auburndale, adjacent to the Auburndale 
Playground, such taking t0 provide for enlargement of the said 
playground. 

On motion of Mr. Kellar it was voted that the Acting Commissioner 
make a study of the resurfacing of the Day Junior High School and 

-'·t. l 

··,: 

I 

Mason School playgrounds and pres.ent to the Commission at least· two 
alternatives for su.ch surface together with costs.·· This to guide the I 
Commission if it be decided to include such work in the 19~0 Budget. 

Adjourned at 6 p.m. 

George Kellar 
Secretary 

I 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NEWTON RECREATION COl\U\IISSION 
September 29, 1939 

A meeting of the ·Newton Recreation Commission was held. at 
City Hall, Newton, on September 29-. at 9.15 p.m. with the ·following 
members present: Mrs. Douis H. Ma~shall, Mr. Irv1ng C. Paul, 
Mr. Howard L. Rich and Acting Director Reginald W. P. Brown. 
Mrs. Marshall presided as Chairman. · 

on motion, duly seconded, the following vote was taken and 
passed, and one thousand seven hundred fifty dollars ($1,750.00) 
awarded for the purpose: 

CITY OF NEWTON 

Recpgait1on Commis~ion September 29, 1939 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Recreation Commission of the 
City of Newton, the public riecessity and convenience require that 
a certain parcel of land on West Pine Street, Auburndale ·shown on 
the Assessors books as part of Section 4-1, Block 1, Lot 29 and as 
shownoon Plan #27200 in the office of the City Engineer, hereinafter 
more particularly described, should be-taken in fee for municipal 
purposes, to wit: for a public playground and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen of the said_ City by order 
#794-10 have authorized the said taking and have appropriated the 
.sum of one thousand, seven hundred fifty dollars ($1,750.00) for 
the purpose of acqui~ing the said property, it is th~refore 

ORDERED, under the auth~rity of Gene~al Laws, Chapter 45, 
Sedtion 14-, and Section 129 of the Revi~ed Ordinances of 1929 of 
the City of Newton,· and all other authority conferred by the laws 
of the Commonwealth _of Massachu·setts and the ordinances of the 
City of Newton that the following described premises and the fee 
therein be and the same are hereby taken for municipal purposes, to 
wit, a public playground: 

D$SCRIPTION OF LAND TAKEN 

Beginning at a point in the ~ortheasterly line of West Pine 
Street, distant 50.83 feet northwesterly from an angle point in 
said northeasterly line of West Pine Street at land of Helen L. 
Cunningham; thence northwesterly 165.00 feet by said northeasterly 
line of West Pine Street; thence northeasterly 218.00 feet by lands 
of the City of Nev.' ton, Auburndale Park and Mary Cunningham (City 
of Newton Tax Title); thence south~asterly 115.00 feet by land of 

· Mary Cunningham; thence southwesterly 236.90 feet over land of 
Melen L. Cunningham to the ·point of beginning, the last four 
described lines b~ing over said land of Helen L. Cunningham, 
said parcel containing 30,840 square feet of land. 

On motion, duly seconded, it was voted to approve a 
w. P. A. project for the development of the above described Cunningham 
land and to request the Mayor and Board of Aldermen that the sum of 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION (continued) 
September 29, 1939 

three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) be appropriated for 

1 said development, said sum to ~e offset by the cancellation of a like 
amount from the .balances r.emaining on the Allison, Nevada Street and 
Cabot Park W. P. A. projects. 

A~journed at 9.30 p.m. 

Reginald W. P. Brown 
Secretary pro tern. 

I 

I 
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The meeting was called to order at 7.40 p.m. by 
Mrs. Marshall, Chairman. Also a_ttending were Meesrs. Brown, Paul 
and Rich. 

In the absence of Mr. Kellar the Chair appointed 
Mr. Rich_as Secretary, pro tern. 

It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting. 

Mrs. Marshall read a communication from Mr. Bartlett 
concerning the Cunningham and Cold Spring properties. 

It wae voted to hold a meeting of the Commission on 
Tuesday, November 7, 1939 at 4.15 p.m., and to notify Mr. Bartlett 
of this meeting in time for him to prep~re the paper for the 
Commission to sign. 

It was voted that Mrs. Marshall should prepare a list 
of rules to govern the Commission meetings and submit it to the 
Commission on November 7. 

The matter of the Mayor's appointment of Mr. F. Ewing 
Wilson was then introduced. At the suggestion of Mr. Rich, the 
Chair asked Mr. Brown to withdraw. After a prolonged discussion 
it was unanimously voted to go on record as favoring the appointment 
o,fl Mr. Wilson. 

At 8.20 p.m. the meeting was adjourned and the Commission 
went before the Board of Aldermen meeting in executive session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOWARD L. RICH 

Secretary, pro tern. 

1 •• \ . ~" 
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272 ~LINUTES OF THE 1'!EETING 0!:<' THE RECREATION COivlMIS~ION 
' November 7, 1939 

Meeting called to order at 4.15 p.m. 

Present were: Mrs. Louie H. Marshall, Messrs. Reginald W. P. Brown, 
Irving C. Paul, Howard L. Rich. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that MisE Forbush and 
Mr. Hamilton be authorized to attend the Second New Englo·iid Puppetry 
Insti.tute on November 10, 11 and 12, and that their tuition of ~2.50 
each should be paid by the Department. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Recreation Commission of the City 
of Newton, the public necessity and convenience require that Lot 8 
bounded by Beverly Road and Duncklee Street as shown on Plan #26201 in 
the office of the City Engineer hereinafter more particularly 
described, should be taken in fee for municipal purposes, to wit: 
as a part of the Cold Spring Pl~yground and 

WHE~EAS, the Board of Aldermen of the said City by order #79518 '-~ 
have authorized the said taking and have appropriated the sum of 
four hundred dollars ($400.00) for the purpose of acquiring the said 
property, it is therefore 

I 

ORDERED, under the authority of General Laws, Chapter 45, I 
Section 14, and Section 129 of the Revised Ordinances of 1929 of the 
City of Newton, and all other authority conferred by the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the ordinances of the City of Newton 
that the following described premises and the fee therein be and the 
same are hereby taken for municipal purposes, to wit: as a part of 
the Cold Spring Playground: 

DESCRIPTION Or LAND TAKEN 

Jeginning at a point in the northwesterly line of Beverly Road, 
distant 20.00 feet northeasterly from the intersection of said 
northwesterly line of Beverly Road with the northerly line of 
Duncklee Street at land of Newton Cooperative Bank; thence by a curve 
to the right 38.40 feet by said northwesterly line of Beverly Road 
and said northerly line of Duncklee Street; thence westerly about 
85.00 feet by the northerly line ~f said duncklee Street and by a 
sewer easement taken by the City of Newton; thence northeasterly 
about 130.00 feet by the Cochituate Aqueduct; thence southeasterly 
about 92.00 feet by a right of way to a point in the northwesterly 
line of Beverly Road; thence scu thwesterly 25.00 feet by said north
westerly line of Beverly Road to the point of beginning, the last five 
described lines being over said land of Newton Cooperative Bank, said 
parcel containing 7200 square feet of land. The above described parcel 
is shown as Lot 8 on a plan of land in Newton Highlands by E. S. Smilie I 
dated JalJllua ry 1, 1931 and recorded July 3, 1931 in the Middle sex South 
District Deeds Registry Book 5573 end. 



Rules and Regulations for the·Recreation Commission 
of the 

Clty of Newton, Massachusetts. 

1. Authority . 
The Recreationl::Commission derives its full and complete 

authority from the General Laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusett~, Chapte~ 45,. Sec~ion 14, and from the ordinances 
of the City of Newton~ revised .1939· 

2. Officers 
a - Chairmari - appointed by ·the Rec~eation Commission. 
b - Secretary - Appointed by the Recreation Commission. 
c - Recreation Commissioner - appointed by the Mayor with 

the approval of the Board of Aldermen. 

3. Duties 
a -

of the Officers 
Chairman- Shall preside 1at all meetings of the Commission. 

In his absence.the members of the Commission 
present at such a meeting shall elect a 
Chairman pro tempore, who shall have the powers, 
duties and responsibilities of the Chairman. 
The Chairman shall approve all purchases and 
sign bills, ·invoices or vouchers for such 
purchases before submitting them to the 
Comptroller of Accounts. Shall sign the 
weekly pay-roll. 

b - Secretary - Shall keep minutes of all meetings, send out 
notices and do all other.things rightly pertaining 
to the work of a Secretary. · 

The Recreation Commission shall advise the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen in relation to matters pertaining to sports 
and recreation in the City of Newton and the amount of money 
to be spent annually by the department and shall exercise the 
powers of eminent domain conferred by Section 14 of Chapter ~5 
df the General Laws. 

~uorum - Three members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum. 

Meetings - Meetingq. of the Commission shall be held monthly except 
during July and August, upon a day and at a time and 
place agreed upon by a majority of the Commission 

/ 

~ovember 7, 19~9 
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The following are the ·names of t:he persons whose property has been 
taken or who may b~ otherwise entitl1d to damages on account of the 
taking of the above parcel of land so far as known to the Recreation 
Commission. I 

NAME 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I. 

I 
Newton Cooperative Bank! 

And the said Recreation Commissfon does assess and awara as the 
damage sustained by the following per,sons the amounts severally set 
against their names 

AWARD 

Newton Cooperative Bank $400.00 
I 

i 
The above described parcel of la!nd is shown on a Plan signed by 

the City Engineer of Newton dated Sepltember 29, 1939 and recorded with 
the Engineering Departmen_t as Plan #2'6201. 

And it is further 

ORDERED, that the trees upon, fences, buildings and other 
I structures attached to the real estat~ are hereby taken. 

(Signed) 
II 

II 

II 

Recreation! Commission of the City of Newton 

,Terese G. ~arshall, Chairman 
Irving c .. Paul 
Howard L. ~ich . 

I 
Edward F. Dalton 

I 
i 
I 
' I 

It was moved, sec onde_d and + oted that the secrete.ry send a 
letter to Mr. Kellar expressing regret at his continued illness and 
hope of hie speedy r~covery. I 

It was moved, seconded and voted to adopt the Rules and 
Regulations as propoeed by the· Chairman, copies of which were given to 
each member at the meeting. 

It was moved, seconded and voted to hold the next meeting on 
Tuesday, Dece~ber 5, 1939, at 4~15 p.m. 

Meeting adjounned at 5.45 p.m. 

Reepectfully submitted, 

HOWARD L. RICH 

HR:EE Secretary pro tern. 
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MINUTES OF THE .RECREATION CO:'fMIS~.It)N MEETING HELD December 5, 1939' · : · 

The meeting wae called to order at 4.20 p.m. 

Present were: Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman; Mr. Reginald W. P. I 
Brown, Acting Director; Mr. _Howard L. Rich; Mr. Irving 
C. Paul and Mayor-elect Paul M. Goddard. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. 

' 
Mr. Brown reported that. ·the W. P. ·A. had started an inventory but that 
no values had been set for the various items. 

Mrs. Marshall_reported on several buildings: 

1. Bulloughs Pond - The Maintenance Department has done some work 
in making this building: safe. 

2. Auburndale - Toilets very bad. 

3. Burr - Craft room has been cleaned up •. 

4. Allison - The shelter has twice been burned and any new 
building should be at another location. 

5. Hawthorn - Awaiting W. P. A. appropriation. 

Mr. Rich and Mr. Paul were appointed by the Chair to study the 
possibility of a program of buildings. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that the department purch~ses a 
Badminton set. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that we do not flood the John V1. Weeks, 
West Newton playground for skating this year. 

Mr. Brown reported that at the present rc..te it looked as if the 
departrr.ent would stay within its budget. 

The meeting adjcurned at 6.20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I-TOWARD L. RICH 

Secretary pro-tem. 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 275 
December 18, 1939 

The meeting of the Recreation CommisSion was called to order at 
3.15 p.m. 

Present were: Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman; Mr. Reginald W. P. 
Brown, Acting Director; Mr. Irving C. Paul and 
Mr. Howaid L. Rich. 

It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. 

Mrs. Marshall read the . followir1g communication to be sent to .Mr. Jones 
of the Taxpayers Associ~ti~rt~· -

Mr. Charles B. Jones 
Locke Road, Waban 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

I have read with amazement the article in the Ne~ton Transcript 
of December 14 which clearly indicates that the writer is ignorant 
of the plans of the Recreation co·mmission and wholly misunderstands 
the meaning of Community Centers as advocated by the National 
Recreation Association. The Recreation Department conducts already 
Community Centers at the Emerson School, Newton Upper Falls, at the 
Bowen School in Thompsonville, at the Stearne School in Nonantum, 
and will in January conduct one at the new Eliot School in Newton. 
Through cooperation with the School Department we have had · 
excellent priviliges in these schools for handcraft, dancing, 
draiTatics, basketba.ll, public speaking and similar activities. 

There is no intention on the part of the Recreation Cornmi s:: ion 
to propose the building of separate Community Centers. What we do 
hope to accomplish is safe and sanitary conditions of our shelters 
and toilet accommodations. Many of these are sadly in need of 
repair eEpecially the toilet facilities. Surely no member of the 
Taxpayers' Association would object to such facilities for our 
summer playgrounds and winter skating. Any member of the 
Recreation Cornmieeion will gladly give to your group at any time 
accurate information of their plans. 

It was the sense of the meeting that we should cooperate with the 
Newton Figure Skating Club in the planning of their carnival to be 
held at. Crystal Lake January 27, 1940. It was also the sense of the 
meeting that any plans of the Club should be under the direction of 
the Commissioner~ 

Mr. Brown reported that the expected cost of maintaining the new 
Community Center at the Eliot School would be approximately $72.00 
a week. Mrs. Hills was suggested as the director. 

3~rs. Marshall rea~ a communication from Mrs. Hovgaard regarding the 
Bublic Speaking Group. 
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December 18, 193~' 

Mrs. Marshall read a letter from Mr. Caeeady of the Lower Falls Men's 
Club asking the department to furnish janitor service and supervision 
at the Hamilton School for two or three nights a week. It was moved, I 
seconded and voted that this request be granted for two nights to 
take effect eome time after the first of the year~ 

It was moved, seconded.and voted that the new director take inventory 
of all equipment belonging to the department and submit a plan for a 
perpetual inventory by February 1, 1940. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that Mr. Donahue and Mr. Leary be 
appointed full-time workere at a salary of $40.00 each per week. 

Mr. Brown reoorted on the recent meeting of the Finance Committee. 

Conrideration of the budget was begun. 

The meeting adjourned at 5.45 p.m. 

Respectfully subrni tted, 

HOWARD L. RICH 

Secretary pro-tem. I 

I 
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MINUTES OF THE .MEETING OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION 

The meeting was called to order at 3.30 p.m. 

Present were: Mrs. Louie H. Marshall, Chairman; 
Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner; 

January 8, 1940 

Mr. Irving C. Paul and Mr. Howard L. Rich. 
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It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the last meeting. 

MPs. Marshall read a letter of resignation as secretary of the 
Recreation Commission from Mr. George Kellar. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that the resignation be accepted 
with regret. 

Mr. Wilson called attention to a bill of $150.00 contracted with 
. the New En_gland Toro Company in 1938 for a snowplow. 

The meeting adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOWARD L. RICH 

Secretary. 



2?8 MINUTES OF THE .RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD January 19, 1940 :·; ·:(·~,, 

A meeting of the Recreation Commiseion was held . 1· 
January 19, 1940. The meeting was called to order at 4.25 p.m. 
with Mr. F. Ewing Wileon, Recreation Commieeioner; Mrs. Louis H. 
Yarshall, Chairman; Mr. Irving C~ Paul and Mr. Howard L. Rich 
present. 

It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting. 

Mr. Wilson went over the budget iteme in detail~ After 
prolonged discussion it was moved, seconded and voted that the 
sum of $94,475.18 be requested as the 1940 budget figure for the 
department. 

The meeting adjourned at 6 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOWJ'.RD L. R1CH 

Secretary. 
HLR:EE I 

I 
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. MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD- FEBRUARY 14, 1940 

I 

I 

I 

I 

· A ·meeting of the Recreatio"n Commiss1on was held February 14, 
1940. The meeting was c·alled to order at 4.25 p.m. with 
Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Recreation Commissioner; Mrs. Louis H. Marshall 
Chairman; and I'vlr. Howard L •. Rich present. · 

The mintues of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Wilson read a :communication from 11r. Nicholas P. Tedesco. 
'rhis ·was discussed but it wa,s decided to wait for a larger committee 
befo're taking action. 

The matter of sick leave for employees was discussed and 
it· was decided that Mr. Wilson should see Mr. Bartlett before· action 
could be taken. 

A further break-down. of the budget was submitted by 
Mr. Wils-o.n. 

Mrs. Marshall reported that the inventory was being made. 

Mr. Wilson report~'d that he has talked with Civil Service 
and that they ·suggested tal-king with the City Solie i tor before 
taking action on non-resident employees. 

HLR:EE 

The meeting was adjourned at 5.35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard L. Rich 

Secretary 



280 MINUTES OF THE RECREA'riON COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 13, 1940 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 P. M. 

Present were: Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman; Mr. F. Ewing 
Wilson, Commissioner; Mr. Irving C. Paul 

Since Mr. Rich was absent it was voted to omit the reading of 
the minutes of the last meeting. 

The 1940 budget was discussed but since there has been no final 
approval by the Board of Aldermen, no action was taken. 

Mrs. Marshall read a letter from Mr. Dalton requesting that the 
commission meetings be held in the evening. In vie~ of Mr. 
Dalton's letter it was voted that the next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, April 9, at 7:30 o'clock. 

Mr. Wilson reported on the revision of the Civil Service List. 
No action was necessary. 

A list of machinery was submitted by Mr. Reimer. This list was 
considerably more extensive than it is possible to purchase at 
the presenttime and action upon the purch~se of any part of it 
was deferred until further investigation. 

The request of Mr. Antonio Accetullo for a permit for the Upper 
Falls Playground on June 29, 30 and Jfily 1 was discussed; but 
due to the fact that we did not have a full commission, action 
was deferred until the April ~eeting. 

It was decided that, at least for tbe present, any community 
activities at the new Lincoln-Eliot Center would be confined to 
afternoons. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6 p. m. 

FEW:EE 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. Ewing Wilson 

Recreation Commissioner 
Secretary pro tern 

·.\"·1; .... ·•. 

I 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF 'rHE RECREATION COMMISSION· MEETING HELD APRIL 9 ;· 1940 

The meeting ~as called to order at 7~35 p. m. 

Pres.ent were: Mrs. Louis ·H. Marshall, chairman; .Mr. F. 
Ewirig Wilson, Coiliciis~ioner; Mr. Irving C. 
Paul; Mr:-:: Edward F; Dalton; Mr. Hov1ard L. 
Rlch. 

It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the 
last meeting. 

It 'was suggested that a letter be sent to Mr. Kellar ex
pressing regret at his resignation. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that an annual salary of 
$2080.00 be paid to Mr .. Leary and also to M~. Donahue for 
the year 1940. . 

281 

Mrs. Marshall called attention ·to a conference of the Society 
of Recreation workers of America, New England Division at the 
Hotel Bond, Har~fo~~ Connecticut, April 25, 26, 27, 1940. 

Mrs. Marshall called attention to a publicity meeting to be 
held Tuesday, May 7, 1940 at SP. M. in the Workshop, Newton 
Highlands. Mr. Wellington of the National Recreation 
Association will probably be the speaker. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that the permit requested 
Mr. Antonio Accetullo for the use of the Upper Falls Play
ground on June 29, 30 and July 1 be granted subject to the 
tules laid down for the use of the Newton Playgrounds. 

by 
~-· 

There was discussion on the machinery requested by Mr. Reimer. 

Mr .. Wilson ~uggested ~hat the building on the Hawthorne Play
ground be inexpensively equipped with toilets, heat and used 
as a shop and storage room by the department. ThiB could be 
done as a W. P. A. project. · -

There was discussion on·a more general use of the sanitary 
facilities of public buildings. The Commission was in agree
ment that the policy of the School Department in denying its 
facilities to our department was extremely shortsighted~ 

Mr. Wilson reported that there had been a request for Book 
Reviews ·sponsored by the Recreation Departmerit. 

Mr. Wilson reported that he had written Mr~ Lupien of the 
Civil service Commission askirig for a conference tq attempt 
a classification of workers. 

It was agreed to meet next on May 14, 1940 at 7:30 P .. M. 

The ·meeting was adjourned at 9:35 P. M. 

HLR:EE 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard L. Rich 
Secretary 



282 MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 14, 1940 ' . 
t, ':~ : ,' (' ;_ . 

I 

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 P. M. 

Present were: :Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman; 
Ivir. F. Ewing Wilson,· Commis.sioner; 
Mrs. Edward F. Dalton; Mr. John H. Underhill 

In the absence of Mr. Rich, Mr. Wilson acted as secretary. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of :Mr. Dalton, second~d by Mr. Underhill, it was 
voted that the aommis8ioner receive suggestions as to names 
for unnamed playgrounds~ 

On motion of Mr. Dalton, seconded by Mr. Underhill, it was 
voted to ·approve permits for the Maria S. s. del Carmine 
Society for a carnival to be held at the Hawthorne Playground 
July 19, 20, 21 and 22. This permit was granted under the 
same conditions as the carnival of last year, namely: 

1. That fireworks cease at ll p. m. 

2 •. That the manufacturer of the fireworks be instructed 
to eliminate bombs producing excessive loud noise. 

3· That n~ intoxicating liquors or beer be sold on grounds, 

4. That the grounds be turned back to the department in the 

I 

"· same condition in which they were received by the cornmi ttee 

1 On motion of Mr. Dalton, seconded by Mr. Underhill, it was 
·voted that a permit be granted to the Italian Benevolent 
Society, Filippo Corsi, together with the Thompsonville Im
provement Association for a celebration at the Thompsonville 
Playground under the same conditions as those mentioned above 
governing thecarvival tp be held at the Hawthorne ·Playground. 

Upon request of·Mr. Accetullo of the St. Michael Society, 
June 2B was approved as an·additional day·for the celebration 
at the Upper Falls Playground. . 

'' 

In order to clarify the records of the department it was voted 
that Ragna Hovgaard be engaged on a yearly salary of $2,200.00 
and the Commissioner ws.s instructed to take necessary action. 

A sub-committee composed of Mrs. Marshall, Mr. Underhill and 
Mr. Wilson 'Nas appointed to select a time and· place for a 
hobby show. 

Mr. Reimer, Mr. Scully, Mrs. Hovgaard, Mrs. Teschner, Mrs. 
Hills and Mrs. Parker attended the meeting at the.invitation 
of the ~commissioner to set before the Commission the desires 
of the playground workers in regard to rate or pay and the 
number of days which they hope to be employed. While the 
Commission was entirely in sympathy with the workers, the ~-
Commissioners felt it was impossible for them to take any 
definite action at this time and suggested that the workers 
state their case directly to the Mayor with the approval of 
the Recreation Commission. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p. m. 
Respectfully submitted,. 

FEW:EE F. Ewing Wilson Secret~ry pro.terr 
Recreat1on Commissioner 



I 

I 

It is with deep regret that ~e record the recent 

death of our -beloVed co·lleague, GeQfge Kellar. 

For fourteen years with the School Department and 

more than two years wit~ this Commission, he showed 

himself to be an energetic and able public servant. His 

loyalty to his city was ·matche.d only by his loyalty to 

the whole Recreation movement as he envisioned it. 

All who met him recognized his forthright nature. 

He was direct and El:ecisive. He had abundantly :the 

courage of his convictions. 

Yet with all these positive qualities, it is as a 

friend that we remember him best~ His cheerfulness 

and quiet good humor enlivened every discussion. His 

untimely going is a great loss to us all. 

It is resolved that.these sentiments be spread 

upon the records of this Commission ·and that a copy be 

sent to the family of the deceased •. 

283 
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MINUTES OF, 'rHE RECREATION COI'vlivliSSION MEE'l'ING HELD JUNE 11, 1940 

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p. m. 

Present were: Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman 
Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, R·ecrea tion Commissioner 
Mr. Edward F. Dalton; Mr. Irving C. Paul 
Mr. Howard L .. Rich; Mr. John H. Underhill 

The minutes were read. On motion of Mr. Dalton, seconded 
by Mr. Underhill, it· was voted that the Recreation Commission 
act as a committee of.the whole to study the matter of a 
hobby show. The minutes were approved as amended. 

On_motion of l'vir. Underhill, seconded by Mr. Dalton, _it was 
_voted that the Commission sponsor a performance of 11 The 
Mikado 11 lflor the benefit of·the Red Cross. 

On motion of Mr. Dalton, seconded by Mr. Underhill, it was 
voted that the next meeting be held September 10, 1940. In 
event of important business the Commissioner and Chairman 
are empowered to call a ~pecial meeting. 

Mr. Wilson reported that.he had made the following regulation: 
11 No person shall drive a motor vehicle upon that 
part of Forest Grove Road located within the limits 

I 

of Thomas J. Lyons Playground in Auburndale." I 
(Signed) F. Ewing Wilson 

Recreation Commissioner 

Upon motio~ duly made by Mr. Underhill and seconded by Mr. 
Paul it was voted that the Commission approve the action 
of the Rerireation Commissioner in making the foregoing 
regulation. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p. m. 

HLR:EE 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard L. Rich 

Secretary 

I 



I 

I 

I 

285 
MINUTES OF THE RECRF.ATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD September 10, 1940 

The meeting was call8d to or·a.er a,:;_ 7:50 p. m. 

Present were: Mr-. Irving C. Paul, Ac.ting Chairman 
Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner 
Mr. Edward F •. Dalton; Mr. John H. Underhill 
Mr. Howard L. Rich 

It was moved, second:ed and voted that the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting be omitted. 

Mr. Wilson reported on the 1940 summer season. 

'rhere was informal discussion on the rna t ter of the 
carnivals run on _the playgrounds during the summer. 

It was moved, seconded a~d voted that the secretary draw 
up resolutions on the death of Mr. George .Kellar and present 
them at the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p. rn. 

HLR:EE 

Respectfully Rubrnitted, 

Howard L. Rich 

Secretary 



286 MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD October 22, 1940 
'.:· ..., "'- ~ ·~ 

;\ '·' ! .. : ... 

The Recreation Commission met at the High School in joint session 
with the School Committee and the Mayor. We were represented by: 

Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner · 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman I 
Mr. Howard L. Rich; .Mr .. John Underhill. 

The meeting was called to order at ·7:45 p. m. 

There was general discussion of the wider use of s~hool 
buildings under the sponsorship of ~he Recrecration Department. 
The School Committee concurred with us in the desirability of 
the greate·st possible use of public buildings. 

It gradually became apparent that the chief obstacle was a 
matter of bookkeeping. The School Committee felt that light, 
heat and janitor bills incurred by other city br~ncaes did 
not properly belong in their budget. 

This viewpoint was agreed to by the Mayor and the R~creation 
Commission. · 

Mr. Goddard then stated tnat he would accept an increase in our 
1~41 budget to cover the costs of these services and would 
arrange to repay the School Department for extra services in 
1940. 

The School Commlttee then voted to approve the following appli-
cations of the Recreation Commission: · 

1. Ward School for women's conditioning class. 
2. Hyde School for metal craft calls. 
3· Warren School gymnasium for badminton. 
4. Bigelow School gymnasium and showers 

for the basketball league. 

At 9:45 p. m. the Recreation .commission adjobrned to a private 
room for our regular monthly meeting: 

The minutes of the September meeting were read and accepted. 

The following resolution was read and accepted.(copy attached) 

Mr. Wilson read a brief of his coming Department report for the 
year 1939. 

Mrs. Marshall read the Commission's report for the same year. 

It was agreed by all that we should like to get away from the 
cut and dried annual report and advertise our work more ex
tensively. 

I 

I 
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. Mr. Underhill suggested that our report be distributed among 
the churches, fraternal organizatio'ns ·and clubs as part of 
this campaign to be under:sto'od. · 

Mr. Wilson reported on the possibilities of a greater use of 
the Albemarle land. 

Mr. Underhill reported .9n the ·rel~tion of the Bray Estate to 
t-he Newton Centre Playground. 

The meeting w~s adjourned at 10:45 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard L. Rich 

Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD November 12, i94oL ,._ 

Present were: Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall~ Chairman ·1 
Mr. Edward F. Dalton; Mr. Irving C. Paul 
Mr. Howard L. Rich; Mr. John Underhill 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p. m. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. 

Mr. Wilson reported that the Cold Spring entrance from 
Duncklee Road wa:s now completed. 

Mr. Wilson reported on the work at the centers. There are 
three metal working classes now being held under the in
struction of a man furnished by the MasRachusetts Federal 
Arts Project. There is a growing demand for thts activity. 
Two badminton classes are being conducted at no expense to 
us. Basketball is being conducted four nights a week at 
the Bigelow Junior High School. 

There was a general discussion on ways and means for 
supplying tools for handcraft activities. 

Puppetry under Miss Forbush has progressed remarkably well. 

Mr. Wilson reviewed the financial statement for October. 

There was discussion on the use of the Watertown street end 
of the Albemarle land for Recreation Department activities. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard L. Rich 

Secretary 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD December 9, 

Present were: Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman 
Mr. Edward F. Dalton; 1\ilr. Irving C. Paul 
Mr. Howard L. Rich; Mr. John Underhill 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p. m. 

It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting. 

Mrs. Marshall reported that tools had been purchased with funds 
raised by the Newton Lodge of Elks and a group of citizens ltn W~rd 7. 

It was the sense of the m~eting that Mr. Underhill and Mr. Rich 
should present the anniversary booklet to Mr. Allston B~r~. 

The question of a. settled policy on carnivals was discussed. The 
Commission agreed that two days be t[].e limit of time, that concessions. 
be lirni ted to local people, that fire works must end at 11 p. rn. ~ 
It was voted to invite representatives of local societies to attend· 
the February meeting. 

There was discussion on the Albemarle playground development. It 
was pointed out that the fill could be taken from the Franklin 
School on Derby Street. Mr. Dalton moved that the Commission 
recommend the development of that part of the Albemarle property 
adjacent to the F. A. Day Junior High School and that the required 
fill be obtained from·the property adjacent to the Franklin School 
on Derby Street. The motion was seconded by Mr. Underhill. It 
was so voted. 

The Commission then began consideration of the 1941 budget. It 
was voted to keep the Office Expense item the same as in 1940. It 
was voted to grant more leeway in the Auto-Maintenance item. It 
was voted to ask for $37,233.00 for Maintenance of Playgrounds. It 
was voted to ask for $3500.00 for replacement of Equipment. It was 
voted to ask for $250.00 for the purchase of new equipment. It was 
voted to ask fo~ $5000.00 ori the Care and Alteraticins of Elementary 
School Grounds. It was voted to ask for $100.00 towards the 
travelling expense~ of the Commissioner. 

There was discussion 0n the sanitary facilities on the playgrounds. 

Th~ meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard L. Rich 

Secretary 
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I .4 MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COJ.IJilVliSSION MEETING HELD January 14, 1941 

I 

I 

I 

Present were: :nJir. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner 
Mrs. Louis H. Marshall, Chairman 
Mr. Irving C. Paul; Mr. Howard L· Rich 
Mr. John Underhill 

The meeting was called to 6rd~r at 7:40 p. -m. 

It was voted to omit the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting. 

There was discussion on the projected February meeting with the 
local societies regarding carnivals. It was voted that the 
Commissioner should write to these societies fnvi ting them to -~ 
attend, informing them of the reason for· the meeting. 

The Newton'Figure Skating Club asked for the use of Crystal Lake 
on the afternoon ~nd evening of February S with February 9 as an 
alternate in case of bad weather. The request was granted. 

Mr. Wilson reported on his and Mrs. Marshall's meeting with the 
Sommittee on salaries. 

. . . 
It was voted to accept the following report and incorporate it 
in the 1941 budget: 

In the request of the Recreation Department for in
creased salaries to the instruction~l staff, two 
groups are submitted. The_first group is composed 
of 9 persons who have been in the department from 
4 to 15 years.· No one of them receives more than 
$4.50 per da~ and their total pay from the city 
ranges from $237. to $976.50 in 1940. The increases 
recommended for these 9 employees would cost the 
city $908.50. if each person worked the same number 
of days in 1941 as they did in 1940. In arriving at 
this amount of intirease, length of service, education, 
experience, and value to the department has been t'aken 
into consideration. 

For the second group who are employed only during the 
summer months it is proposed to establish a starting 
rate of $2. per day and to increase at the rate of . 
25¢ a day for each two years of service and not. to 
exceed $3. per day, except in the case of li~e-guards 
who would stant at $2.50 per day and be increased at 
the rate of 50¢ ~ day each year with a limit of $4. 
per day. The to~al increase for this group in 1941 
would be $550.00. For both groups the total increased 
cost would be $1,453.50. 
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.Based on an increase of 25¢ per day· fo~ each two years 
years with a maximum of $3. :t'or 38 person the average 
number to receive this increase would·be 19 or $4.75 
per day for not more than SO days, or a total of $237.SO 
per year. In actual practice it would be less than thls 
amount because of a turnover of about· 25% thus decreasing 
the $2-:;7.'10 t_otal to $178.10. This amount being de
creasea after.certain persons receive the maximum amount 
of $3. If 50% of this group remain for 9 years to 
reach the maximum of $3, a fair estimate of the ultimate 
additional cost to the City would be $950 more in 1949 
than in 1940, add to this 10 life-guards who would be 
increased at the rate of 50¢ per day until a $4. maxi
mum w~s reached. there would be an addition of ~5.00 
per d~y for 50 days· or $250.00. Here again a ~5% turn
over would decrease the amount to $187.50. If 50% of 
the life-guards reached the ~aximum of $4.~ the increased 
cost in 1~49 over that of 1940 would be $6?0. 

The total increased cost for summer supervision in 1949 
as compared with 1940.\vould be $lb00. 

It was voted to recommend that the Commissioner 1:s salary be 
raised to $4,000.00. 

There followed a consideration of the budget as submitted by 
Mr. Wilson. 

It was suggested that the Dep~rtment asK to have the building 
at the Hawthorn Playground reconditioned. 

It was voted that the secretary write Mr. Underhill expressing 
thanks for the·woolen goods received by the department. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOWARD"L. RICH 

Secretary 

I 

I 

I 
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Th~ meeting was called to.order at 7:30 p. m. 

Present wer¢: Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner 
Mrs. L. H .. Marshall, Chairman 
M~. Irving d. Paul; Mr. Howard L. Rich; 
Mr. John Underhill 

It was voted to omit the ~eading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting. 

Mr. Wilson reported on the following communication from Mr. 
Francis Newhall, City Treasurer. 

Playground Commissioner 
City Hall 

February 7, 1941 · 

Newton Centre, Massac~usetts 

Dear Sirs: 

We have received from the Executors of the will 
.of .Ada Pitman Harding, One Thousand Dollars(lOOO.) 
.under Clause Twelve, which reads: 

"Twelfth. To the City of Newton,. aforesaid, 
the sum of one thousand dollars, as a memorial 
to my grandchildren, Carol and Elena Ellison, 
to be expended by the Playground Commission of 
aaid city at its discretion for permanent im
provements in any existing playground in that 
part of Newton called Nonantum or to be added 
to funds which -may be or become available for 
the purchase or equipment of a new playground 
in said lo~ality." 

Yours ·very truly, 

/s/ Francis Newhall 
CITY TREASURER 

/s/ L. R. Ellice 

It was voted that the se~ret&ry should acknowled the gift with 
.our gratitude. 

Mr. Wilson reported on the Ha.wthorn building and the broad problem 
of community centers in Nonantum were discussed. 

The Commission then received delegates from: 
Mutual Benefit Society St. Mary of Carmen 
Post #6 Italian veterans 
Newton Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Society Filippo Corsi 

and the question of carnivals was discussed. 

Mr. Vitti of the Mutual Benefit Society of st. Mary of Carmen 
said that the proposed two days would seriously handicap their 
activities. 
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Mr. John Tresca of the Society Filippo Corsi said that they would 
prefer the three days. Four days were definitely too long. This 
society is a mutual-benefit society. 

Mr. Guzzi spoke for the Post #6 of Italian Veterans of Newton. 
Two days would be enough for his organization. 

\ <t. ,·. 
~ . l : 

·, •-.:; ·"J• 

Mr. Hennrikus of the American Legion Post said that his organization 
would not use the playgrounds for carnivals this year. 

Mr. Vitti also thought that to prohibit the use of sound trucks 
would be a hardship. 

Mr. Guzzi asked that some provision be made to cover inclement 
weather coming on date~ arranged. 

The delegation then withdrew. 

It was voted to adopt the following addition to the rules, the 
form to be decided by the commissioners. 

1. No permit will be granted for more than three days. 

2. Fireworks are to end not later than 11 p. m. and all 
activity shall cease before twelve midnight. 

3. All loud bombs shall be eliminated. 

4. If sound trucks ~nd amplifying devices are used the volume 
must be such that it will not constitute a nuisance to 
the neighborhood. 

5. No concessions, with the possible exception of swings, 
ferris wheels and merry-go-rounds, operated or owned by 
non-residents will be permitted. 

The revised 1941 budget of $~6,404.11 was then presented. It was 
moved, seconded, and voted to accept this as the official budget 
of the department. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:58 p. m. 

-Respect:ftully submitted, 

Howard L. Riich 

Secretary 

I 

/~ 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 19, 1941 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p. m. 

Present were~ · Mr·. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner; Mrs. Louis H. 
Marshal+, Chairman; iVIr. Irving C. Paul; Mr. Howard 

~.L. ·Rich; Mr. John H. Underhill. 

The minutes were read and approved as corrected. 

Mr. Wilson reported on the skating season. The following is a 
list of the skating days: 

Edmand 1 s Pond 
Crystal Lak.~ 

53 
37 

Auburndale(Weir 1 s Cove) 49 
Bullough's Pond 33 

The ice was rathe~:poo~ this season and difficult as well as· 
expensive to maintain. For t~e moit part we were able to do th~ 
work with Department men. 

'. 

__./""' 

Mr. Wilson then read a communication from the Newton Figur.e S':kating ;: 
Club thanking.---the Department for its cooperation. The suggestion 
was made that the Department supply instruction in Figure sk·ating. 

/ 

Mr. Wilson reported on the Community Centers. Nine schools and ./" 
two playgroundF'buildings are in almost daily use for recreatior].al 
activities. 

Mr. Paul brought in some plans for a sanitary building from the 
Pittsfield Playground Department. There was general discussion of 
this matter and the advisability of a w. P. A. application. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that the use of Hawthorn Play
ground be granted the Mutual Benefit Society, St. Mary of Carmen 
for July 19, 20, and 21st. 

It was the sense of the meeting that for the time being no further 
free janitor services be furnished scout organizations. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that Mr. Rich be continued as 
Secretary of the Commission. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that Mrs . .Marshall be continued 
as Chairman of the Commission. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:32 p. m~ 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard L. Rich, 

Secretary 

.,.,.,.. .. , 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD APRIL 8, 11..941 

The meeting was called to order at y:45 P.M_. 

Present \vere: Mrs·. L. H. Marshall, Chairman 
Mr. F.· Ewing Wilson, Co~~issioner 
Mr. Edward F. D9.lton 

The secretary's report was waived. 

The Thompsonville W. P. A, project was diRcussed. 

Mrs. Marshall reported on the visit of Mr. Stevens 
from Greenwich, Connecticut. He is the instructor 
in the Recreation Institute being ~e1d in Boston. 

Mr. Wilson reported that the budget had been passed 
as approved by the CommisRion. 

There was a discusRion regarding the present housing 
of our'neighborhood centers. 

The suggestion was made that outdoor fireplaces be 
bull t z:t t Thompsonville, Edma.nd 1 s Park, Upper ~alls 
and Cold S"!)ring. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15. 

MG 

Respectfully s11bmi tted, 

Ed.we_rd Dalton 
Sec~retary, Pro t~m. 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COI\tlMISSION MEETING HELD ~T}-Y 21, 1941 

The meeting was called to order at 7;30 P. M. 

Present were: Mrs. L. H. Marshall, Chairman, 
Mr. F. Ewing Wilson, Commissioner; Mr. Irving 
C. Paul; Mr. Howard L. Rich; Mr. John H. Underhi1_1. 

The minutes of the March and April meetings were read and approved. 

Mr. Wilson rep.orted on the work being done at the Albermarle Play-· 
ground. 

Mr. Wilson read a c0mmunication from the Newtonville Improvement 
Association urging that the new field be name the "Horace Mann 
Memorial Playground. 11 

It was move~, seconded and voted that this matter be tabled until 
the next meeting. 

Mrs. Marshall ·spoke of the inadequacy of the Newton Center Field 
House. . . 
Mr. Wilson reoorted that Mr. C. C. Colby, president:.of the Hunnewell 
Club, Newton, had offered. their tennis courts to the Department in 
return for putting them in commission. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that ·the ·Department accept. the 
proposition of the Hunnewell Club to put their tennis courts in shape 
and maintain them for one year. No one under 16 years of age she.ll _ 
use the courts. Members of the club shall receive no special privi
leges in the use of the courts. No tennis shall be played on 
Sundays u)1til lP. M. 

It was moved, seconded and voted that a vote o,f thanks be given Mr .. 
Underhill for two bundles of plush remnants for use in the centers. 

It was moved, second~d and voted to approve the plans of the 
Building Department for alterations to the old garage at the Haw
thorne Playground and urge that action be taken. 

The meeting adjourmed at 9:10P.M. 

Respectfully Rubmi tted·, 

Howard L. Rich 
Secretary 
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