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HEETING OF THE RC::CREATIOJ; CQ!.:J.1ISSION HELD 
JANUARY 17, 1955 

Members present: Hajor William J. McCnrthy, Chairman 
Mrs. Worthing L. West 
Mr. Ira M. Conant 
Mr. Jpmes E. lf.urphy 
!!r. Joseph Selden 
llr. C. ':':van Johnson, Commissioner 

The minutes of the Decomber nesting t·:ere nporoved as 
recorded. 

1. Budget Report. 
The New Equipment account for 1955 has been reduced by 
1475.00. An authorized transfer of S425.00 from 1954 
M~inten~nce to New Equipment hns mede it oossible to 
nurchase the Kut-K•1ick Brush Cutter in 1954. 

I~ will also be reduced by the recommendation of a 
3-mower hitch insterd of a 5-mower hitch for the Taro 
machine. 

2. Prooosed Tot Lot at Christina snd Goddard Streets. 
The Recrestion Commission hss been edvised to seek 
oermis8ion through the Bosrd of Alderrr.en to use this 
l~nd for Recreation purposes. 

It wss suggested thnt this land be held on a temporery 
bn sis. 

The cost of development would be between $2000 and 
$2500. This will include grading, stone dust bsse, 
sand box, junglegym nnd slide. 

It Hrs prop0sed thPt some fencing \vould be necessary. 

3. Proposed Land Taking nt Stephens Place. 
The Assessed value of this land is 33200.00. This land 
should be taken by eminent domain, but it Has agreed 
that no Pction sholl be tHken prior to April 1, 1955. 

4. Pine Street Dump. 
The City owned lend is valued et ~/10, 000. The Mnrtin 
Moran lrnd is valued at ~150.00, snd the Msrgaret 
Haloney lRnd is VPlued llt $500.00. The 14nyor hHs in
dice ted thHt there is 1:1 oossibility of Industriel Gr01vth 
in this Pree. The suggestion has been me de th~?.t 1-1e con
sider the use of Scribner 1 s Stvnmp. This lend mny not 
be filled in for 20 yeers. Auburndale pleyground might 
be enlerged by acquiring land near the tennis courts, 
This nren iA too far from the River Street Section. 
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5. Construction Program. 
A recommendation for the construction of .Albemarle Road, 
playground Ride, in the amount of $31,000 - is before 
Public Works Committee. The Committee feels that a 
finished street may become a raceway. It is indicated 
thnt some compromise plan l·rill be agreed upon. It lvns 
recommended that bridges be constructed over Cheesecake 
Brook. 

6. Construction Needs. 
A letter h11s been submitted to Hayor Whitmore indicating 
our needs. Review has been made of the record of build
ing construction. Our principal requests deal with the 
need for a Field House 11t Albemarle Playground and an 
adequate Haintenance shop. 

A letter recommending grounds construction has already 
been for•:mrded to Hnyor h'hi tmore. 

7. Request for action in regard to restrictions on team member
ship in the B~,sketball League. 

The Sporal Club, e team of deaf mutes, request permission 
to add 5 ulnyers to their roster l"ho ere not residents 
of Ng\.,_rton. 

It I•'PS voted thPt the deciAion shall be made by the team 
managers of this particular league, NPtional A, in a meet
ing with Mr. Johnson. 

The decision in regard to this mntter shall not be con
Atructed as binding beyond this season and shall not be 
considered as a departure from the rule presently in effect. 

8. A report of the joint r.~eeting with the Nevrton Park Commission 
is filed and recorded as a joint meeting report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

.-- -·- --. 

Special meeting v!lth J.layor Howerd Whitnore, Jr., 
in regard to the use of certain lends at Newton 
Centre Playground as n site for a proposed Mason
IUce School. 

Heyor l·lhitmore h8d assumed th11t the School Depertment had 
discussed this r.!Atter vrith the Recreation Cor.~miRsion. 

There is e hearinr, before the lecislntive committee of Cities 
. and Tovms on Jenunry 19th for permissive legislation to 
,transfer this lend to school use. 

'"'·· 
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City Enc;ineer, ~1r. Schiavone and other engineers have 
indicated that this land is suitable for this construction. 
l'he land tHking ,,ro uld include the storege yerd, nrchery 
range and possible the site of the caretnker 1 s residence. 

The School Department has studied the possible alternate 
sites. This site seems to be the central location. 

\'lhat Bre the foctors e;overning future expansion to I:Jeet 
the increase in school population? 

CPn buildine;s of the sugF,ested type be built under the 
present building code? 

\VhRt hepnened to 
ion on the site 

the origine.l 
of J.!.D.C. lend 

plnnning for 
on Pleas~>nt 

school construct
Street? 

!Are these other locations on Netvton Centre 
\ Pleyground 0 ()_"l,;;~ 

u 
Are there other locations on NeFton Centre Play f;round? 

lvould it not be adviseble to make further study? 

Are there possibilities on Le.ne;ley Road or \leeks Jr. 
High playground? 

After the discuss ion Mayor \fui tmore Hithdre~; Hi th the re
auest that he be informed of the Commission's decision. 

The Commission voted 6-0 in opoosition to this proposed 
use of Net••ton Centre playground land for a school site. 

The objections expressed as follows were trnnsmitted to 
M:oyor Hmrerd ~vhitmore, Jr. on Jenuary 24, 1955. 

1. This action may set a precedent for future demands by 
the School Department for the use of plnygrounds for school 
sites. 1:'1ch action t·d.ll deplete our nvailable playground 
space far bela\-! the minimum requirements for a city t:1.e 
size of Net•rton. 

2. AlternPte sites have not been considered. 

J. The uronosed location is hazardous because of the 
brooks ·(dr;.,ins) running through the playground Pnd because 
of the narrov streets adjacent to the proposed ~ite, namely 
Pleasant Street and Tyler Terrace. 

4. The Dupil enrollment et this nroposed netv school muflt 
still fece the traffic haze.rds of NeHton Centre Square in 
going to and from school. 

5. The Recrention Department should receive some judgment 
in usnble funds, should such a bill be proposed. 
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6. The Recreation Commission submits thnt ler;inlation or 
[lOtion of this type should be r.tutually Pgreed upon between 
the den~rtments concerned before any bill is submitted to 
th~ General Court for action. 

M~yor Whitmore requests expression of the opinion of the 
Recre~tion Commission in regard to finishing Countryside 
School Plny Prea. 

Thin nlry area is part of the school grounds end as such 
should be constructed from Bonded J.!oney for School Elnd 
School yard Construction. 

The Comrnission recommends thn t this school yard construction 
be comnleted. 

The neeting \vas adjourned at 11:30 P.H. 

REPORT OF JOINT J.'EE:TING 

Ne•·•ton Recreation Commission 
Newton Pflrk Commission 

Jenunry 17, 1955 

Hr. 'dill iBn Hopkins s t2 ted th2 t the Ne11ton Pnrk 
Conr.liAsion vss n neuly created depl'lrtr.Jent vhich had been 
functioning only since last summer nnd would like to hnve 
the benefit of the advice and experience of the Recreation 
Cor.1risaion in determining their program of organization 
rnd function rs a Park Commission. 

The nembers of the Prrk Commission fllreedy he.ve made 
pn extensive pcper study of the Park Land areas of the 
City ~'hich ere consiClered to come un:ler their jurisdiction, 
namely, triangles, school lendscaping nnd parks. 

Ho1• should these focilities be clessified 11nd whe.t 
plPn shall be dr:n·rn for extending the control of the Park 
Commission over those Frees l·.rhich do not specifically come 
under the jurisdiction of some other department? 

l·lhn t perks do 1·•e have end hol·! shnll He develop a P11.rk 
System? 

l•:r. Johnson - Ue do not h11.ve per}::s ;-rhich lend them
selves to nessive recreetion. There is considerable land 
in Ne•vton f'lonr:: the ChD.rles River l·.rhich is ovned nnd con
trolled by the M.D.C. which could be developed. Newton 
PlEy~round Erees rdjccent to the Charles River ere too 
PmDll to be developed as Perks. There is nome slight 
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possibility rt the Auburndale Playground but even that 
t~uld require taking of more land. 

~dmands Park wos deeded to the City of Newton with 
one section designated for Playground and one section 
designated for Pork. There has been mutuel cooperation 
between Forestry Superintendent and Recreat~on Commissioner 
in gradual restoration of this area. 

The Recreation Department is spresd beyond play
ground maintenance and program nnd is responsible for 
maintenance of school yards and does not promote program 
on certein school yards during the school yaar. 

The Forestry DiviAion r:l8inteins nll plantings end 
Frll:~·'aJ3 ~r.d le1ms at e.ll of our schools. J.!r. Eugene 
Drennan cnn give comr1lete lnforr.wtion on th·~rEo Frees . 

.S.Gm-e-vyeers ee;o, Hr. John A on inquired of Hr. Joseph 
~rtlett, City Solicitor, if the Recreation CommiGsion 

had the authority to pet as & Park Comoission. This 
cuestion was esked because certain M.D.C. holdings in 
Neviton vere being sold to private 01-rners. Nr. Bortlett 
ruled that ,,.e did net have the authority of a Park 
Commission. 

Hnmmond 1 s Pond. 

This arep. is A GreRt Pond and as such is oven to the 
use of Bll. Since tiieT2stsale of lnnd in this rreo. to 
Cabot, CF1bot Pnd Forbes, there is no rip;ht of 1.ray to the 
Pond so any perron who used the Pond became n trespasser 
or. PrivHte Lnnd. 

Perl: Commission hns mep l•rhich indi 
rlong tne ne pond near fireplcce areas. 

\"lhat steps should be tRken to protect this area nnd 
~ho ehould tnke these steps? 

Nr. Johneon indicated that H.D.C. hrd notified the 
Ne1·1ton Police Dept. that protection in the Hemmond Pond 
Area ~·ras no~· a Nevrton Police Problem. 

Cebot, CFbot nnd Forbes had purcha.sed land in this 
rre1:1 to be developed for Comr.:~ercial Purposes. Ne•rton 
Bo8rd of Aldermen re-zoned this 2rea for Single Residence 
Home Construction. 

There is a bill before the Legislature to h2ve this 
lPnd returned to IL D. C. 

\'{hat is the status of N.D. C. l[lnd on the other side 
of H0mmond Perkl,!ey? 
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There are still 23 acres belonging to M.D.C. Consider
eble land is o<med privetely. The la.nd recently purche.sed 
by Temple r:ishk11n Tefila from !-!.D. C. may be more than is 
needed by the Temple and they may seek to dispose of the 
excess lnnd to the City of Newton. The plans for building 
construction by the Teeple nre still not certain snd they 
may relocate their buildings. 

This totnl area affords opuortunity for Park Development. 

Mr. Villiem B. Marquis rsised the question ns to differ
Pn till t ion betveen Ps rlts nnd Ple ygrounds. Some to ree.s Pre 
nnmed "Perks" Pnd some "Pleyr:;round 11

• The term "PP.rk" does 
not necesserily mee.n that en area iA specifically Perk. It 
may mean 11 Pleyground. 11 

~!r. l-!arauis mpde the comment that cities comperable in 
size to Ne~rton throughout the country 1'8 s rule have large 
City Pnrlts. N=!;Jton hPs none. The Riverside Gol:f' Course and 
Col~ Suring (a portion designated for schools) nre the l11rgest 
svsilnble 8re~s. There is some fringe area plong the Charles 
River at NeFton Upper Falln nnd Ne.,rton LOl·rer FallA. These 
nrellR may lend themselves to Park development. 

Mr. Hopkins - "Which arees can be developed as parks?" 

Hr. Johnson - 1. Edmonds Park en:l it should be con
trolled through one deportment. 

cnn be 
Road. 
lin.,, 

2. Auburndale Plsycround. Some land 
recovered between the Causeway rnd Forest Grove 
Addi tionnl ln nd can be aco_uired toward the ~le.l tham 
The preeent developnent tends nore to playground use 

end progrBm. 

3. Private land borderint, on Hemmond 
Porktmy es well os M.D.C. Lond. 

h, Park land rrea adjacent to the 
Cold Suring Plfyground. 

Mr. Hopkins - "Has e survey been mpde and a plan de
veloped for P11rk P nd/or Recreation Growth in Nevton? 

I 
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Mr. Johnson - The PlRyground System in Newton wos the 
result of coreful pl~nning ond development under the leader
ship of J.ir. Srnst Hermann, our first PlaYf;round Comr.:1lssioner 
v.rho retired in 1939. Only a few nelHJ:•eas heve been developed 
since thot time end most of then in connection with new 
school construction. Seversl years ago, the Recrention 
ComniRsion submitted n plHn for the SG.le of certain Plr,yground I 
Lends to the Bor.rd of Aldermen for study. The Board of 
Aldermen indiceted thnt they could not justify the sale of 
these lHnds ot this time until we were more certain of the 
future growth or the stabilization of growth of the City. 
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ll:r. Conant - "\ihat l're the criteri11 used t-rhen t·re create 
Fnrks or develop lnnds for Park use?" 

Hr. Johnson - "A Park System mie;ht help to slo~1 people 
clown from the mad tempo of present day living. \Vvl thHm is 
fortunete in h?vine; Prospect Hill Park. Sometimes people 
hnve to be educe ted to use Parks. 11 

Does density of copulation govern the size and class 
of Perks? 

P11rk development ties in Hith roadtva:~·s, hi£htvays, 
nntural resources (beaches and lnkes) and Pn expandine 
community. The Perk System of \l'estchester County, !lew York 
is 11n outgroFth of the Hight·Iay system in Nev.• Yorl: City. 

Mr. N11rquis - "Edmands Park 
dri ve-nround 11nd a vralk network. 
!ecilities 11s such." 

can be developed with a 
It need not heve play 

Nr. Hopkins - "Would the Recreation Commission pnrti
cipl'te in a survey of Perk end h>rk/Plvyground needs for 
the City of Newton?" 

Tv!o ir::portent problems 11rere presented by l·!r. Johnson 
relvtive to the Park and Playground needs of the community. 

1. The need for follot·ling a definite prof;ram of ex
pension of fatilities to keep pece with a rapidly erowing 
community. This me on s coordine.t ed planning for a.ll 
f11cili ties. 

2. Misuse of Public Property. There is vn attitude 
on the pPrt of the public.tha.t this is ours, therefore we 
can do as we nlease. Your community is constantly trying 
to·meet the growing needs of the city and its populvtion. 
In suite of this, there is much vandalism. 

Mr. Hankins - "Can the Park Comr::ission be of help to 
the Rocreation Commission, perhaps, in the esse of l-1. D. C. 
lands?" 

~lr. Johnson - "A Pt1rk Commission crith certain '''ell 
~e!ined nowers will help to slleviste the burden on 
RecrePti~n. P2rk Plvnning must be n coordinsted ndjunct 
to Recrention rnd Street Pl2nning. 

Respectfully submitted, 

7 
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~IEETING OF THE RECREATION COl4!HSSION HELD 
FEBRUARY 21, 1955 

~!eeting 11ras called to order at 7:45 P.~!. 

All members '"ere present. 

Minutes of the Januflry meeting ;,rere approved ~'ith the 
addition of the six reasons given by the Commission in 
opnoAition to the use of certain described land on Ne~rton 
Centre Playground for a school site and as stated in the 
CommiAflioner 1 P letter to Mayor Honflrd vlhitmore, Jr. dated 
January 24, 1955. 

There '"a.fl a brief report on the joint meeting 11ri th the 
!!'embers of the Finance Comrni ttee Pnd Mr. HHrold Gores and 
Mr. William Clark of the School Department relative to the 
above nroposed legislative action. 

It would appear that there is considerable uncertainty 
as to location, desirability and need for a school at this 
area at Present. 

Hr. Ma.tt Jones, Jr. informed the Recreation Conmissioner 
subsequent to January 24, 1955 tha.t a.n amendment had been 
offered to the Legislative Bill requesting authority to se
lect some site of equal size on the Newton Centre Playground 
for the proposed school. 

1. 1955 Budget Report 
1955 1955 

1954 ExpendedDept.Request Allowed 
Mayor 

Recreation Commissioner 6839.45 6956.00 6956.00 
Supervisors 16325.80 19624.00 19624.00 
Full Time Directors 9860.69 10305.00 10305.00 
PRrt Time Directors 58137.20 65180.00 65180.00 
Clerical Assistance 5255.99 6224.23 6224.23 
Tenporary Clerks 640.65 860.00 860.00 
Office Expense 1178.23 1365.00 1365.00 
Auto Hnintenance 3146.23 4275.00 4275.00 
Maintenance 84393.02 93146.40 92816.40 
Replacement of Equipment 6402.62 7400.00 7000.00 
Care & Alterations of 
Elementary School Grounds 8936.13 13500.00 13300.00 
Travel Expense and/or 

Convention Expense 236.68 500.00 500,00 
School Department Transfer 4278.97 4500.00 4400.00 
New Equipment 3322.00 9970.00 9445.00 
Neighborhood Centre Exnenee 1490.59 1500,00 1500,00 

I 
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Fencinr, & Backstops 
New Bleachers 
Shelter Houses New Construct. 
High School Baseball Diamond 
Soecial Appr'n-Fire Loss 
Little League-Welcome Home 

1954 
Expended 

6150.90 

1972.00 
46oo.oo 
1177.90 

224345.05 

1955 
Dept.Request 

3550.00 
2376.00 

251231. 63 

1955 
Alloved by 
Hayer 

3550.00 
2376.oo 

249676.63 

Inquiry ~1a11 made as to possible reduction that might be 
made by Finance. 

z.tr. Johnson explained that the items requiring salesmanship 
were in the control items of Maintenance, Part-Time Directors, 
Auto l·!aintenance and New Equipment. Present trends show the need 
for the increase requested in these control accounts. 

The budget Hearing before the Finance Committee is scheduled 
for Saturday, March 5, 1955 at 8:00 P.M. 

2. Building Program. 

Under the heading of Public Building Bonds Expenditures, 
Mr. Willard S. Pratt has submitted the estimates and approvals 
for the following Buildings projects for the Recreation Depart
ment during the year 1955. 

a. Albemarle Playground Field House 
b. Auburndale Playground - l'.odernize 

enlarge present Building 

$40,000.00 
and 

c. Bullough 1 s Pond-New ~la.rrning House 
toilets and check room 

d. Edmands P11.rk - Ne1~ Building to pro
vide toilet and storage facility. 
Also to provide picnic shelter and 

35,000.00 

40,000.00 

drinking fountAin 15,000.00 

The request for an adequate Main
tenance Shop and storage yard es-
timated at 100,000.00 
1~as diMloproved at this time. 

The total approved for Buildings 
Bonds for the Recreation Depart
ment is 130,000.00 

9 
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3. Interdepartment Expenditures from Bonded Money and/or 
from Revenue which have been approved by the Mayor are listed 
as follows: 

From School Building Bonds 

a. Bowen School - complete construction of 
Kindergarten Play area 

b. Countryside School - new playground 

c. Beethoven School - new playground 

From Revenue (Some carried over from 1954) 

a. Davis School - Reconstruct Playground $20,500,00 

b. F. A. Day Junior High - Resurface entire 
Playground 12,000.00 

c. \l'est Newton Common - Remove TennisCourt 
Regrade, loam and seed area 4,500.00 

d. Lyons Playground - Extend drain from Forest 
Grove toward Causeway 2,000.00 
tit is intended to bring in fill as it be-
comes available to reclaim this entire 
a.rea to the CauseFay) 

e. Upper Falls Playground - Close Entrance on 
Pennsylvania Ave. Remove gravel in back 
of backstop. Loam, Grade and seed approx-
imately 100 sq. yds. 1,000.00 

f. Richardson Playground - Construct Bitumin
ous concrete walk from Allen Ave. to 
Beethoven Ave. 1,000.00 

Ten Year Street Bonds. 

a. Albemarle Road at Playground 
from Craft Street to Watertown St. and 
to include curbing and sidewalk 

b. Montclair Playground (Moffatt Road) 
Sometimes called Lincoln Playground. 
To Construct Street from Beacon Street 
to Moffatt Road 

31,000.00 

25,000.00 
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4. Winter Program; 

Skating AtArted .at Burr Playground on JanuAry 5. lie had 
skating at six flooded areas and 3 ponds. 

Attendance through January 29th was over 45,000 at a 
supervision cost of $1520.00. \'le had 26 consecutive days of 
skating at Ware's Cove. 

Ba sketba.ll. 

Three major league teams with 26 teams playing 5 nights 
per ~reek. There are six persons assigned to ~rork each nir,ht. 
Attendance ~ince the first Monday in January has been close to 
5000. 

Two teenage lear,ues have been active at Hawthorn and 
Newton Centre on TuesdAy e.nd Thursday afternoons and all day 
on Saturday. There have been 18 teams represented. 

Boys Craft at 4 schools one afternoon a week with 
average attendance of 20 boys per class. 

Neighborhood Center Program has functioned at 13 Centers 
Nith a staff of 24 Instructors assigned from 1 to 4 sessions 
each ,,.reek. 

The program as foll01~s: 

Social Dancing 
Handicraft (Girls) 
Adult Program 

Furniture Refinishing 
Metalcraft 
Tm-rnline Pottery 
Mother's Groups 
Indoor Games 

Ha1~thorn 
Lincoln Eliot 
Nevrton Centre 
Burr Playground 

Publicity 

9 Clll sA es 
8 Classes 

1 Class 
2 Classes 
2 Classes 
2 Classes 

"The Hut" - Bi-weekly News of Ne1-rton Centre. 
Regular Items in Local Papers 
Pictures of Activities 
Article on Send-off Party for Tenley Albright 

General Costs for Supervision and program are up $1000 over a 
similar period in 1954. Some of this increase is due to the 
more ext~nsive skating program. 

1.1 

5. The Sporal Club (Deaf Mute Basketball Tea.m) has been granted 
two Players not resident in Newton. They will be in the PlAyoffs. 
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6. Request for Land at Christina St. and Goddard St. has been 
forl"arded to ~!a yor Hm1ard Whitmore, Jr. 

7. March Meeting is scheduled for March 21. 

8. Meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 
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NINUTES OB' TH:l: RECRi<::ATION COf.!HISSIUN HEETING HELD 
!:OlJDAY, HARCH 21, 1955 

Tne meeting was celled to order at 7:45 P.M. 

All members Fer~ nresent except Mr. Jemes E. l-:urphy .. 
Mr. Hurphy hed called to infcrr.1 us that he 1·1a.s unable to 
Rttend. 

The minutes of the Februery meeting were approved as 
recorded. 

The minutes of the JanuHry meeting heve been amended to 
!nclude the 6 objections offered by the members of the 
Commission to the use of the Newton Centre Plnyp;round for 

"------ school purposes. 
---··--- -- L--- Basketball League 

---
Finel Playoffs are to begin on 

_.. 

Monday, Hnrch 21st, 1955, 
chamuions are determined. 
three games. 

anQ to continue each night until the 
The series is the best two out of 

2. City Land at Goddard and Christ ina Streets. 

It is expected that the Board of Aldermen 1•1ill approve 
our request that this lRnd be reserved for recreHtion purposes. 

). Permit Requests. 

a. Suburban Insurance Softball League. It ~Jas voted 
to grant a permit for one night a week, since this League is 
organized in Boston Insurence firms. 

~b. St. Sebastian Country Day School. Tnis permit to 
be granted at the discretion of the Commissioner. 

c. Christian Service Brigede. A one dey use for a 
Track end Field Meet. This permit to be granted for the use 
of Newton Uuner Falls. 

d. Seared Heart School Ne,.,ton Centre Plnyground was 
p;rpnted for baseball practise and games, except Sunday games. 

e. St. Mnry of Cnrmen Society requests use of the 
HRFthorn PlRyground for July 13, liJ., 15 end 16. Reference ~1es 
mede to the vote of the Commission in 1947 and 1949. The 
Com!'!1!'1eic:1 voted to refuse the nermit and to abide by the vote 
in 1947 and 1949. 

4. Besebnll Team Insurance. 

'l'he National ttecrent~on Association has P<"cured the 
essential forms end data. Recommends insurance plan. 

18 
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This matter WBS left for considere tion by the Law 
D~PArtment end for action by individual teams. 

5. Spring Pleyground Schedule. 

15 grounds were covered in 1954. There are a possible 
21 11recs fer 1955. It ~lEtS recommended thAt our guides be the 
budget figures approved, and th• necdc of particulnr districts. 

6. Fi6ure Skating Club. 

There was scm~ 0iccussion 
organizing a figure skatinG club. 
members and the sketing area to be 
membership funds. 

on the advisability of 
Costs "<·re~'E' to ba niet by 
contrActed ~or out of 

the 

Plans for this development should depend on the coopera
tion of int~rested groups and leaders. 

?. Playground Dev2lcpment Projects (School PlP.ygrounds) 

Plens for construction have been coordinated behreen the 
Commissioner and the EngineerinG Department. 

The grounds to be constructed are located at: 

Eot~en School 
B·~thoven School 
Countryside ScLool 
Davis School 

These plans have been apnroved by the City Engineer, 
the RecreAtion Commissioner end h11ve been submittsd to the 
School Committee for approval. 

A letter recoJl-:13nding construction vill be forwarded 
to ll:r. \HllArd S. Pr~;tt, Commissioner cf Public \·lorks. 

The meeting -.n:.s adjourned at 9 P. H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 
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1-'INUTES 0? THE RSCRSATION COEIHSSION l>:EETHTG HELD 
l:c~:ICAY, A-ern lE, 1955 

Th~ meeting wos cRlled to order at 7:45 P.M. 

All members were present. 

The !Hnutes of the Hnrch meeting 1·Jere r>pproved as recorded. 

(1) FinAl budget DporopriRtions ns DnRsed by the Boord of 
Aldermen ,.rere revieHed. 

The totnl budget Has incrensed (;11,125.98 over the total 
exoended in 1954. 

The totRl depRrtmentf11 request Fns racluced by $16,031.40. 

Of the incr~ese of ~11,125.98, the folloHing items Here, 
in effect, fixed items over vrhich 1·re could exercise no control. 

Snlory - John E. Leery - returned fror1 Navy Service 
SelFry IncreDnes - 9 emuloyees nt $156 ea. 
1·Tnr:e Incr~RRes - Hourly Paid \vorkers 
One ne11 laborer - expansion of fncilities 
Auuroved increases for Pnrt-Time Directors over 

.1954 exuenditures (minimum rate-$6.00/dRy 

~4906.00 
1409.00 

832.00 
3257.28 

3862.80 
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:iPlL~, 267. 08 

These figures 1·.'0 uld indicate that even 1-1i th more recrent ional 
nrees to provide for nnd with more equipment necessary for main
tenance, the mRintenance and service budget has actually been re
duced by ;i3,lhl.lO. 

The Commission cenerally indicated that ~re may well have to 
request nddi tiono 1 Pppropriation before tne end of the yea.r. 

(2) Plny area - Goddard s.nd Christina Streets. 

There have been aevernl telephone calls protesting against 
the construction of n Tot-Lot Play Area at this location. The 
op~;osition lms been advifled to direct their letter of' opposition 
to the Commissioner for considerntion and possible Rction. 

The originRl fnvornble petitioners nre to be advised en to 
the onposition nnd are to be requested to discuss the situotion 
~ith this rroup to see if n vorknble progrnm can be agreed upon. 

Pending this meeting, the Recreetion Commission will not 
move toward nny public hearing. 
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(J) Sprinr; Schedules. 

14 Pln ygrounds ,,•ere o)")ened on Friday, Anril 15 for out-door 
vctivity. Three nore nrens nny be opened after vncation week. 
The Neighborhood Centers ere nearing the end of their ;)rocra!Tl 
and 11111 finish un the first Feek in :-lay. 

Our cost8 for sunervision since January 1, 1955 nre approx
imntely $1800 over the exnenditures in 1954. We nre at present 
averrr;inf; nbout $100/~;eek more on supervision tr.an in 1954. 

(4) D~sebrll Lenr,ues 

Present indicntions ~s A result of preliminnry meetings 
indicnte the followinf, line-up. 

Americnn Division 
Nationnl Division 11 A11 

Nntiom 1 Division "B 11 

International - 2 Divisions 
Softb ... ll League 

6 - 8 Teams 
8 Teams 

10 Tenms 
5 - 10 Teams each 
8 - 10 Tea.ms 

These leagues are organized as Newton City Lea.gues and are 
an imnortant part of the Recreation Program. 

There are to be 5 Little Lear;ues in 1955. Each lear:;ue h~s 
four te11~ns plus 11 planned r11inor league orf;anizntion. These 
leagues require use of little league diamonds throughout the city. 

(5) Building Plans. 

Albemarle Plnyr;round Buildine;. 

There NaB a study of the Buildinr, or Field Houne at 
Brim~er and May School. 

As a resul~ of general discussion as to requirements 
11nd needs, it vras sup;r;esteC. thnt the Comr:~issioner request survey, 
study nnd recom~ended nlans from the Public Buildings Comr:~issioner 
to b~ Dresented nt our next re~ular ~~eting if posAible. 

Bulloughs Pond Building 

There 1·•os study made of the nlans originally subr:~i tted 
in 1923 and 1926. 

Gener11l discussion follo~red tmd it Fas recommended that 
the Public Buildings CommiRsioner be requested to take Rteps to 
formulate nl~ns for a desirable structure at thiA location to be 
nresented at our next meeting if possible. 

I 

I 
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(6) Acquisition of Lnnd aren nt Stephens Place. 

Street. 
There is available land undevrloped off Winchester 

Housing development is a definite possibility. 

After discussion, it was deemed advisable to co
ordinate our needs with probnble developments by the School 
Dennrtment in thiA crea. 

The Commissioner was instructed to discuss this 
l'lP tter _::·ith __ the __ Schonl_D_E>partnen t previous to the next r.eetinc. --~ 

/'"\?) Unfinished Business 
/ -- ·-------- -

Ne~,rton Centre PJAyr,round - 1l 1hero t"7E1r; some diRcu~sio;~, 
relr tive to the outcome of the demRnds for the use of R certnin \ 
nnrt of Newton Centre PlAyground for a new Kason School. ' 

17 
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------

The Commission will be r~o~y to discuss the problem 
the Mayor's Advisory Committee ot tha1r convenience. 

(8) CommunicAtions 
// 

-------------~----- ---~ - - --- -------·--·--- ---·-------------

}!rs. ChFrles Hovey of Chestnut Hill nnd a member of 
the Governing Bonrd of Community Recrention Service of Bostrn, 
Kass. hrs requested that we seriously con~ijer contrncting for 
the C.R.S. Stngemobile for use on our Summer Playgrounds. Fees 
ore S75.00 ner dny- 2 Performances. 

Messrs. Stein ond Flumere, Bnsketball coaches nt 
BrPndeis University have proposed a Besketb~ll Clinic for one 
week et n fee of $125/man. 

This proposal was turned down by the Commissioner 
and he referred the gentlemen to the Newton Sc~ccl Dept. 

Renpectfully submitted, 



18 

SPECIAL HEE'l'ING OF' THE RECREATION CQ!.l;.:ISSION 

Held on May 4, 1955 

Heeting 1v!ls cF.lled for the puP;:>ose of discussinc the 
nroponed legislation in the General Court to ollo¥ for the 
conntruction of a new Mccarl School on the site of the Newton 
Centre Plnyground. 

All members ~1ere present. 

Others r-resent: 

l·:r yor Hovnrd ll'hi tmore, Jr. 
Mr. U. ~. Schiavone, City Engineer 
Mombers - Pewton Plenning Board 
Mr. Willinm Hop~ins 
~r. William B. Mnrquis 
l•lr. Karl H. Brock 
Mr. Stanley Herrill 
Mr. Josenh Skinner 

Members -Mayor's Advisory Committee on Construction of 
Public Buildinr;s 

Mr. Williem J. Kirk, Ch11irman 
l·lr. ErneRt A. Dockstader 
~r. Kentaro Tsutsumi 

1-ir-. Dockstader of the l·!eyor 1 s Advisory Committee began 
';he discussion by explaining the vurpose of the study by the 
HF-yor 1 s Advisory Committee. He indicnted that this c0mmittee 
FPf' r-dvisory only Rnd hed no po,·cers to enforce any action. 
This committee Fas reauested to find a new site for a school 
to !:'1eet the needs of the Hnson-Rice School District. 

The olRn to use a portion of the Newton Centre Playground 
is based on the prospect of adequate play space ~ith controlled 
school activity centralized in the nren of the School. It is 
expected that such n school w!ll fulfill all future require
ments for this prea. 

Verious (2) types of leyouts were placed on a scale ~ap 
sho1·'ing the ppproxirn10te locntions of such a school building. 

J.:r. DockstRd.er indicated the 1lrospect of c;aininc; more 
sAtisf~ctory play RreR due to the necessity of covering the 
drainage b~ook and flume ad.jecent to the proposed school site. 

Hr. ConRnt flAked who mnde the nlen l'nd. '~ho or1t:in~ted. the 
nlPn ns to locAtion of this orooosed building? 

Mr. HopkinR exnlnined thnt several nlternnte sites hnd 
been considered 11nd thnt no suitable nreP could be found. 

I 

I 
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There Has discussion of t:ne original opposition points 
exnrensed by the RecrePtion Commission in a letter to the Mayor 
dated Jan. 17, 1955. 

1•:1'yor l·lhi trr.ore explc ined the procedure ~orhich had been 
follo11ed in submitting the nroposed bill to the Lecislnture nnd 
nJsn exnlnined that such P bill hnd to be submitted before 
JvnuPry l, 1955 in order to assure ler,islative considervtion 
of the bill durinc this yenr. 

The bill l·ms Rent to the Legislnture, 1o1ns renorted favorably 
by the Committee on Cities and lviHl pnssed by the General Court. 

The bill l•'ns then presented to the Ne1"ton Board of Aldermen 
snd the Claims and Rules Committee who in turn referred the bill to 
the Recreation Commission for action. 

li.Ryor \fhi tmore personally certified that there is no intent to 
tRke from control by the Recreation Commission Pny great part of 
the NeNton Centre PlPyground and it is not his intent that the Play
rround shPll become the pnrticulnr use area for the proposed nevi 
r,chool. 

Mr. Kirk agnin exnlvined the function of the Nayor 1 s A<lvisory 
Comoi ttee. This comrai ttee we.s n sked to Aurvey the ei tes vhere a 
ne~! Achool could be constructed. Tnis hns been the sole function 
of the Committee in this instance. Other sites have been considered 
nnd it is inadvisnble to consider those sites further. This site 
offers an anportunity for the greatest service to t:ne greatest number 
of pecll)le. 

J.!r. l•!nrQ•Ji s of t:ne Plnnnin['; Board e. sl:ed if this site 1cas s e
lected because there Wnfl no available undeveloped land elsewhere. 
If this lnnd I·! ern not avn ilnble, the city 1·7ould hnve to purchase 
or t0ke lRnd ,.rhere fl greFJt rnP.ny houses Here loct'-l.ted? 

};8 yor ~rni trr.ore s tn ted that the School '.vill be bull t only nfter 
ierious consideration of all the factors involved. The snle of the 
old RChool ~nd nroperty will help to finance t~e new school. Event
ually there muAt be a ne~! Hie;h School. This is a question of ~~hat 
is best for the City. 

Kr. Skinner inquired afl to the mininum land requirements for a 
school nlnyground. Could we build a scnool with no recreation area? 

Kr. Johnson indicn.ted thPt present standards call for five 
acres nfl e minimum site for pn elementary school plant. 

l·lr. Johnson raised severnl auestions. 

1 - Will the brook be covered? 
2 - ~vhat hnpnens to the cc.retnker 1 s house? 
3 - 11'111 the school department expect to take over the Newton 

Centre Playground as tneir ovn? 

19 



20 

J 

4 - Will the so-celled efter-school activities nrogram of 
the school restrict the use of the Plnyground es a 
Community Pl~yground? 

l·l11yor vlhitmore indiceted that the Newton Centre Plvyground 
~:auld remn in a Com'!luni ty Plo yground v nd tnnt the School mit;ht 
well include fscilities lending to extended Recreation Progrem 
rnd Activities. 

Mr. Johnson nsked if construction 11nd nlnnning might include 
fncilities r;enernlly essentiDl to a Community Recrention Program. 

Mrs. West asked if the present playground nouse would be torn 
do>vn. Originally it h11d been promised that the House vould be 
torn down Fhen total nlens for the 11rea ~rere formulDted. Also 
whnt ~'nB the renction of the trustees of the Brny Estete? 

l•lnyor \'lhitmore indicated agreenent by the Trustees of the 
Brey SfltPte nnd thnt disnOflition of ti1e Plryt;round HouBe 1·.•ould be 
for the R~c~ontion Commission to decide. 

Mr. Honkins rsked if th3re were further points to consider? 

I 

~:r. Johnson stnted that perhnps all the nros E1nd cons of the 
immedinte nroblem hnd been nnswered but there ~~R definitely a 
question f'fl to method Pnd nror;ram of action. i'l:nen any nction of 
our government concernR t1·.·o departments the issueR and nroblems I 
should be discussed in joint meeting nnd agreement reached as to 
proner nrocedure. With the annointment of Mr. WillDrd S. Prntt 
~s coordinntor of projects and nrogrnm involving two or more de
prrtments sane of these isRues will be taken care of. We do 
heve a concern about the effectR in other cities when biteR have 
been taken out of Perk Lnnds and we are seriously concerned c.bout 
the loss of a Pork-Playground nrea. 

Mr. Dockstader asked if a school plan Fhich included en 
ndeounte reorProtionnl r;ymnf1Si'.lm "nd speci&l "'ork rooms ~nd perhaps 
f' c11retoker 1 s quarters, 1vould compensate for the losr; of the 
physic8l p.rea. 

The edditional cost of such facilities would nmount to 
S50,000 to ~75,000. 

~r. Murnhy 1c1sked if this planned school 11ould tnko care of 
future needs of the area end cited the nddition to F'ranklin Sch'lol 
Pnd the nroposed eddi tion to Psirce School es exanples of encroach
nent on pl8n Pre~s. 

l·:r. Dockstader indicated that it seems comnon sense Pnd a 
proper uny to get R school building to include tnose fPcilities 
es11ential to conm•mi ty recrer.tion. 

1-~ayor \~hi tmore s tc. te:i that P ny nrogrnn ~.rill hnve ~o be sold 
to the FinPnce Committee. He could not ngrse thBt extra money 
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for these f~cillties would be ~~anted. We will need the cooperative 
thinkin~ of the Advisory Committee, Pl&nn!nc Eccrd end Recrection 
Commission to sell the plan. Even the School Denartment might not 
give the Recreation R franchise for use of the facilities. 

Hr. Johnson expleined that the School Dent. had HhW;fs co
OD8rrted in gronting the use of School Buildings for Recreational 
Use. 

There beinf no furthe~ discussion, the joint meeting of the 
grouns concerned wns edjourned. 

The Recre.~tion Commission nroceeded to its Specie.l Neetin~ 
c11lled for this dote. NRjor l-!cCerthy, Chnirrwn nresided. 

, - l.:inut es of the APril Heet ing Fere approved ns recorded. 

2 - Question - Shnll the Recreation Commission npnrove 
Chop. 211 of the General Lmrs. Common1·:enlth of Hnss. "An Act 
Authorizing the City of Newton to use for School Purposes certain 
Lend Held by It". 

Hnjor NcCnrthy requested a noll of the Commission. 

Nr. Johnson rr.oved thet He accept the proposed Chnp. 211 of the 
General Lnws. Commonweolth of Moss. ''An Act Authori~ing the City of 
NeHton to use for School Puruoses certDin Lnnd Held by It" nnd that 
1·:e submit a letter to His Honor, J.layor H::n·ard ll'hitr::ore, Jr. request
ing that there be included in his recommendation for plans a re
commendat!cn that proper community recreation fncilities be made r 
nert of the final ulan ~!'.d that these facili ti en be n'Tnilable to 
~he Recreation Dep~rtment for Community Recreation Purposes. 

No Second. 

!-:!'~. ''!est stilted the proposed r:-.oticn was not stronr:; er.our;h. 
It should hPV" ~o~'e teeth. 

Mr. Concnt offered the followinr:; amendment. "That we llCcent 
the :1ct continr:;ent on \·lritten assurnnce from the School Depc.rtment 
th.~t Fe ~:ill be runplied vith fn.cilities essentinl end necessary 
to n !1roper comr.uni ty recrcc t ion nr0~rDn ~.nC. that Fe shnll be con
sulted in the plsnninf, of those fncillties. 

Motion ~reA Aeconded and cnrried. 

3 - Propnred Tot Lot, Christinn St. ~nd Goddard St. 

Letter of ~rotest hns been addressed to the l~ayor nnd 
the BoPrd of Aldermen. 

T:'le protest has been referred by the Public '1'1orks 
Committee to the Recrention Commission for rction. 
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A herring cust be held end the Recreation Conmission 
hPA set Tuesday, June 7, 1955 at 7:45 P.~. rs the dFte and tine 
of h~l'rinp;. 

The Commissioner hes been inetructed to preprre end 
n~blish the call for the henrinp;. 

4- It ~·ps voted that Tuesday, June 7, 1955 \•rill aleo be 
the date of our June CommiRsion Meeting. 

5 - To protose action relative to building conatruction at 
Alb~mnrle PlPyground, Bulloughs Pond and Edmands Park. 

'l'here 1•as discussion as to "'hether these reouents should 
be coMbined in one letter or ns sepernte requests. 

Since all three items are included in the list of pro
jects to be n2rt of the Public Buildings Bend Prog-rnm it l'rns 
vot~d that a letter be forwarded to His Honor, Mayor Heward Whitmore, 
Jr. reouesting that he appoint en architect to draw up plans for n 
Field House et Alberr!erle Pllly[:;round a \lerming House and Check House 
rt Bulloughs Pond and n Toilet & Storage Building plus picnic 
shelter rt Edmands Park. 

I 

6 - ;.;r. Johnson stnted that there is a dearth of mvture men 
for nur::ner nlnycround •·rork. Sllf"ht rf'ises hove been crnnted to I 
those Fho Pre in their second vnd third years of enploynent. 

7 - l·!r. ],!ur)lhY invited the Cor::nission to attend the open
ing c~r~monies of the Little Leagues on Snturdny nnd Sunday. 

The neeting ndjourned nt npproxinPtely 10:00 P.~. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Roll Call Meeting of the Recreation Commission 

called on May 5, 1955. (By Phone) 

Due to the fact that certain conditions stated in 
the original vote in the acceptance of Chapter 211 of 
the Genera 1 LaHs, the Con::~omreal th of Massnchus etts, en
titled "An Act Authorizing the City of Ne1·1ton To Use for 
School Purposes Certain L!lnd held by it", were legally 
flnd technically disapproved by the City Solicitor, it be
comes necessary to restate and revote on the proposed 
legiAlAtion. 

(1) The Newton Recreation Department votes unanimously 
to accept Chapter 211 of the General Le1-rs, The Commomreelth 
of MaAsachusetts, "An Act Authorizing the City of Newton 
to use for School Purposes Certain Le.nd Held by it; 11 

(2) The Newton Recreation Commission votes aA follows: 

''In view of the circumstances surrounding the proposed 
location, planning, construction nnd use of the proposed 
ne1-1 Menon School to be located at Ne'l-rton Centre Playground, 
the Recreation Commission requests His Honor, the Mayor, to 
consider and to use his efforts to have included in the 
plnns for the New Hasan School, facilities l·rhich 1dll en
hance and promote the broad programs of indoor recreation 
end to discuss 1-rith the School Committee the inclusion of 
nuch fncilities and to request its assurance that priority 
in their use outside of school hours be granted to the 
Recreation Commission. Also that the Recrention Conmission 
be included end consulted in the development of plene for 
these facilities. 

Further voted thHt a copy of this vote be sent to the 
Nel·rton School Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

23 



24 

!:I!lUTES OF !~EETING OF R~CREA'l'ION COl·llHSSION HELD ON JUNE 7, 1955 

J.!embers present: Major ~lilliam J. HcCEJrthy, Chairman 
Mrs. Worthing L. West 
Mr. Ira M. Conant 
lvfr. James E. ~~lurphy 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 

The meeting v•ns called to order in the Alderrwnic Chamber 
a.t 7:45 P.llt. by J.!ajor \'lillinm J. J.!cCarthy, Chairman for the pur
pose of holding a public hearing on the petition for a Tot Lot 
in the NeHton HighlPnds area specifically to une city o1med 
land for ployground purposes in i·lard 5 located at the corner 
of Christinv vnd Goddard Streets and bounded by land mmed by 
Edv•nrd J. Burn. 

The follOI••ing spoke in favor of the petition. 

lt.rs. Helen Stone, 65 Bernard St. 
J.lr. ',Villi am E. Lol·rry, 49 ChHrlemont St. 
J.lrs. Gordon Gillespie, 10 Charles River Terrace 
Mrs. George Anderson, 51 Bernard St. 

The following spoke in opposition to tne proposed Tot 
Lot. 

J.:r. Frank H. i'loohray, 86 Goddard St. 
MrP. ChArles Bedovas, 184 Christinv St. 
!'r. Robert Blakeslee, 80 Goddard St. 
Hr. Charles Bndavas, 184 Christina St. 
Mr. Pvul Viles, 181 Christina St. 

tion 
note 

On a show of hands 30 
and 12 were opposed. 
that they favored the 

persons were in favor 
In addition 6 persons 
petition. 

of the peti
notified by 

The people in attendance at the hearing were informed 
thnt the decision of the Commission "'ould be published in the 
local nrens within the next few days. 

The hearinc; V!'fl s e d j ourned. 

. The Commission opened its regular June meoting in the 
Recreation office at approximately 8:45 P.M. 

The l~inutes of the l·lay meeting l·•ere apnroved as recorded. 

l - There was discussion of the petition for the Tot Lot at 
Christivn and Goddard Streets. 

Mr. Selden spoke very strongly in favor of a lend taking 
off Stevens Place for a playground. Mr. Hurphy succested that 
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l·.'e might ~rell ~<lithhod a decision on the Tot Lot area and Hork 
toward Pcquiring the larger area at Stevens Plece. 

A motion lvas made by J.!r. Connnt seconded by Hajo1• 
KcCarthy that the Tot Lot be developed as originally planned. 
l·Ir. Eurpily reo_ues ted th1:1 t he be recorded as agB ins t the Tot 
Lot plan. The motion was carried by g vote of 5 to 1. 

It l•.'as voted to take steps to acquire the land off 
Stevens Place listed as property of Grace C. french. 

2. SUHE2R STAFF - 1'otal 116 

The listing of staff members h'as submitted to the 
commission. There are 7 non-resident women and 10 non-resident 
men. Of the ~rom en 4 are former Ne~·'tcn residents; J are Ne•1ton 
teAchers. Of the men l is o former Newton resident; 2 are 
Newton te~chers, 6 Watertown teachers; l is a Nqtick teacher. 
The Commiss:on voted the approval of the etnff as nresented. 

). CONSTRUCTION 0?' GROUNDS PROC.iRAJ.: ON SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS 

Emerson School grounds are under construction, expected 
to be ready for seeding in late August. 

Davis School project is under contract and vork will 
begin with the close of school. 

Snauldin.: school plny~:;round a'l'mi ts HCtion by the Board 
of Aldermen at their next meeting. 

Bowen School, Countryside School and Beethoven School 
plans are in the hands of the Engineering Department for 
final vrsdes and layout. 

4. BUILDING PROGRAM REPORT 

The meeting called by the Hayor and including the !4ayor 1 s 
Buildinp; Advisory Committee, Hr. Arthur Car.1pbell, Mr. ~lilliam 
Pre.tt md Hr. C. Evan Johnson discussed the building program 
as it affects Recreation. There seemed to be a general apathy 
toward the construction of Recreation building. 

In regard to the Albemerle Field House question was asked 
ir such a nroject would interfere Nith e. larger project at e. 
lnter date. ----~~---------··-·· 

On ':;he question of a Bullout;hs Fond \varming House there 
l•lflS discussion RS to the Rdvisability of spending money for a 
uucW.uding ~Jhich ~'ould be used for such n lini ted time. 

(}!OT'S: Since this meeting the p,lb:;o:l-.~'<c'iBrrt'h++nr-e-cmmi ttee of the 
BoPrd of Alder~en on June 27, 1955 held in cor.Jr.Jittee a 
recommendation for the appropriation of ~J54o.ou for architect's 
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fees for nlHnning for an Albemarle Field House and a Bulloughs 
Pond Sks t.ing House. 

5. ST MARY 0~' CARMEN SOCIETY 

It was voted to grr>nt a permit to the St. J.!ary of Carmen 
Society for a fire works display and food snle to be held on 
the night of July 7, 1955 at Victory F'ield, Nonantum contint;ent 
on their securing peroission from the Fire Department for the 
Fire t·rorks display a.nd frol:l the Health Departz:1ent for t!le s0le 
of food. 

6. TH~ UNITED STATr<:S CO~!J.II'l'T:2:E FOR UNICEF 

A committee of 3 women from UNICEF met with Mr. Johnson 
to inquire as to the nossibility of including tneir trick or 
trePt urogram as nart of our Halloween parties. 'l'l·ro questions 
"'ere rP iA ed: 

1 - Are we attemnting to get away from trick or treat? 

2 - Are we getting away from the original intent of the Newton 
Ha llo1"e en? 

It 1-ras recommended thfl t this nroc;rHm should be one for 
considerHtion by each party group org::mization and thP-t perhHps 
it could best be handled through the schools. 

It WRS voted that this mRtter be tabled for the present. 

7. N~1iTON COl·!l.:UNITY COUNCIL 

Mr. Con&nt end J.!r. Johnson were designated as representa
tives of the Recreation Commission to the Newton Cammunlty 
Council. 

The September meeting is scheduled for MondRy, September 
19, 1955 at 7:45 P.M. 

The meeting Pdjourned at 10 P.M. 

Resp2ctfully submitted, 
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City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Founded 1630 lncorpfffated a City 1873 

City Hall 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton Centre 59 

C. EVAN JOHNSON 

COMMISSIONER 

NOTICE OF RECREATION COM~IISSION HEARING 

June 7, 1955 

COMMISSION MEMBERS 

Maj. Will Ia. J. McCarthy 
Jolrs. Worthing L. West 
Ira H. Conant 
C. Evan Johnson 

Janaes E. Hu rphy 
Joooph S.lden 

Notice is hereby given that the Recreation Commission 

will hold a public hearing at Newton City Hall on 

Tuesday evening, June 7, 1955 at 7:45 P.~l. upon the 

following petition, under the provisions of the General 

Laws and Revised Ordinances of the City, viz: 

"Use of City-owned land for playground Purposes 

in Wa.rd 5, located at the corner of Christina 

and Goddard Streets and bounded by land 

owned by Edward J. Byrne." 

C. Evan Johnson 
Recreation Commissioner 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COi':!GSSION HEETING 
HELD 1-!0NDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1955 

!-!embers present: Hs jor \Villi a.":! J. l:l.cCerthy, Chairman 
Mr. Ira H. Conant 
Mrs. lvorthing L. \vest 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
1'.r. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 

The meeting wes cP.lled to order at 7:45 P.H. 

The minutes of the June 7th meeting were approved as 
recorded. 

The September meeting had been cancelled previous to the 
regular scheduled meeting date. 

1. Community Council - Fall Meeting. 

Mr. Conc>nt reported briefly on the Community Council 
meeting held on October 11, 1955 for the purpose of exploring 
the Recreation Problems of the City. If e survey and study can 
bring about coordination between the agencies and eliminate 
duplicetion, such a survey would have value. Messrs. Conant 
and Johnson were in favor of a survey to include the needs for 
development and expanaion of our facilities and functions. 

2. Report on Summer Program. 

Number of playgrounds supervised 30 
Inclusive dates - July 5 to Augu3t 26, 1955. 
Total Time - 8 ~reeks or 44 days 
Attendance - 237,225 
Inter-Playground Activity- July 5 to August 9th. 
Trips - Average per playground 2 
Field Days - local srea.s only 
Baseball Games played. 

Leacues a.nd playgrounds 1320 
Pleyground Leagues - 5 
Twilight Leagues - Baseball & Softball 6 

Total Pla:,•ground attendance for the summer shm,red 
an increase, but our totals ,,•ere down for the month of August 
due to the excessively hot summer and the polio conditions in 
Ne~rton. 

Dr. Henry 1'1. Godfrey, of the Health Department recommended 
on August 9th that ~re follow the recommendations of the J.!assachu
setts Department of Public Health and cancel all trips, even 
within Newton, that inter-playground activity be cancelled and 
that each playground be a unit unto itself. 
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With the adoption of this program, we found our
selves to be over staffed. A meeting with the district 
supervisors '"as called and it was decided that we should 
flSk each PlHyground leader to accept a shorter work week 
for the remainder of the season. We did not restrict our 
program as a result of this action. We made a budget 
saving of approximately $1600 '~hich will be very valuable 
for our fHll program. T~.ro leaders left without giving 
notice. Three requested permiscion to resign, because 
they had opportunities to earn more money elsev,here. Re
signntions were accepted. 

3. Report on swimming. 

Number of days Crystal lake vfas open 
Total attendance 43,937 
Attendance June 11 to August 6 
Attendance August 7 to September 5 
Permits Sold 11,283 
Receipts ~2,831.75 

80 

40,609 
3328 

Crystal Lake was closed by order of the Health 
Department from August 18th to August 23rd due to Flood 
Dsmllp:e generally. Tests •·rere tEtken each day and found to 
be satiafnctory. The closing was ordered as e precautionary 
m"P !'Ure. 

4. Fall ProgrnM 

16 nlaygrounds ~rere supervised from September 5, 
1955 to the opening of school on September 19th, 1955. 

13 playgrounds are supervised on a part time basis 
at the present time. Attendance is limited at Auburndale, 
HorBce Hann School and Boyd Park. 

5. Indoor Schedule. 

Art r.!etal \fork 3 classes 
Townline Pottery 2 classes 
Furniture Refinishing- 1 class 
Adult Women 2 classes 
Teen Age Recreation (Evenings) 3 groups 
Learn to Dance 7 classes 
Girls' Crafts 6 classes 
Boys' Crafts 7 classes 
Indoor Games 14 classes 

The Commission requested that the schedule of all 
indoor nctivities be sent to er,ch mer:~ber of the Commission. 

6. Proposed Land Taking off Stephens Place. 

The original 
Hayor Whitmore, Jr. 
from the Chairman of 

pronosBl has been for1,;arded to his Honor 
The l>!eyor requested a survey report 
the Board of Assessors, Mr. Sydney Holden. 
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A copy of this report 1-ra.s sent to the comnissioner for study. 

General discussion by the Commission followed. 

It vms unanimously voted to again present our request 
for this ltmd taking ~!i th the recommendHtions tl"wt were previously 
offered 11nd such additional f8cts as may be considered important. 

?. Proposal by Carson Post, A!:lerican Legion tr.a~ certain 
lRnd, part of or ndjacent to the Thompsonville Playground be 
made available for the construction of a Legion Home and 
Comnunity Center. 

l·!esors. John Carroll, Comnander; l'lilliR!:l DiHuzio, 
Comnnnder-elect, and Mario DiCarlo appeared to represent the 
Cnrson Post. 

Mr. DiCarlo presented the case for the Cnrson Post. 

Carson Post, Americnn Legion iR a strong factor in the 
life of the Thompsonville Community. Their present quarters 
are inade~~ate and in a poor location beccuce it is so close to 
Route 9. ThP Post is anxious to remain a pert of th? Thompson
ville Community &r:r1. hns m11de a survey nf the nrea. A part of 
the Thompsonville playgrcund, fronting on the right-of-way from 
La:-.gley Road to the edge of the school property, lends itself 
ndmirably to their needs. 

!1r. DiCarlo presented some sketches of a nle.n for this 
r,ite. Basement rooms E>nd toilets 1·:ould open directly to the 
playe;roe~nd Rnd 1vould be designated for plAyground use nt all 
times. The !:'3in building ~roulo house the auditorium and star,e. 
The second floor of the ~ring 1·rould be made a game roon and 
snack bar. The first floor 1-ring 1·'ould front on the right-of-
1-rf'.y pnd would house office, parlors, reading room f1nd kitchen. 

The area rP-quired 11ould be approxima.t ely 150 1 x ( 100 1 to 
150 1 ) depending on finnl plans. 

The Post vrould 1·mnt to purchase or lease this land for a 
nominHl sum and would so nrrange the legal detail that the City 
of Newton would hnve first option on the property if the Legion 
ever felt t.hnt they could not meintain the hot~e and property. 

1-lr. DiC8rlo told of the co:::;me~nity activities sponsored by 
the Lep;ion and indicated that theirs 1~as a cooperntive effort. 

The Legion committee exnressed their npprecintion to the 
Commission for a very pleasant heHring and expressed the hone 
thnt we 1o1ould consider their propose.l fnvornbly. The Committee 
1·'1 thdrew. 
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The Commission discussion followed. 

Hnjor HcCarthy recommends that the bc.sernent level 
be completely isol11ted fran the rerr.ainder of the building 
nnd that it be designated for Recreation Department use 
entirely. 

Mr. Johnson indicated (1) Any fraternal or club orgen
ization should consider the need for income producing prop
erty (2) Cnrson Post 1dll be interested in having a liqueur 
license. 

Mrs. vlest: \·le have just recently given land a~my 
for school building purposes. No~1 ~1e are asked to consider 
the sPle of land to a Legion Post. Someone else may want to 
buy lAnd m-med by ti-le pl11yground and when do \·re stop? 

Mr. Johnson l•rns instructed to discuss the proposal 
1·rith His Honor, J.!p,yor Hovrard Whitmore, Jr., as to the proper 
nrocedure to follow. The Commission indicated a favorable 
attitude to the general plan as presented. 

8. Outdoor Skating - Artificial Ice. 

l·:r. Paul Ronty, formerly of the Boston Bruins had 
cnlled on His Honor, Nayor 1'/hitmore, to discuss the C. A. 
Mendo1~s Artificial Ice Rink Program. lt.r. Johnson was c11lled 
in to thiA meeting. It v-rns rlliggested tha.t the plnn be pre
sented to the Commission. 

The total cost is estinated at $120,000 to 
$150,000 for a rink 85 1 x 200 1 • Costs can be reduced by 
use of nl11stic pipe, use of level ground vrith no retaining 
vPll. Level ground is essential. There can be no guarantee 
before Januery if action is taken immediately. This plan 
does not include lighting. 

It l•raB voted to inform the J.iayor of our continuint; 
interest in the skating program Pnd slso a proper s1'!1i:mine; 
pool Rnd thPt l•'e recommend a survey study of the combined 
nrogrom •:rith Alber.wrle pleyground as a possible location. 

9. Albemarle Playground Building. 

J.layor Ho1•'ard Whitmore, Jr. has appointed an 11.rchi teet 
to draw ~lans for an Albenarle playground building. 

10. Moffntt Roed - Hontclair Renlty Trust Land. 

boen~-:i,e} for An Hpproprie t ion he s _ - . co the construct ion 
of l'.ontclair Road. l · · 

Mr. \Hllard S. PrRtt has suggested that the 
Commission confer with Mr. U. M. Schiavone, City Engineer 
RS to development plans for the playground area. 

0 
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11. School Pleygrounds Construction. 

No Rppropriation of Bonded J.loney 
Countryside School and Beethoven School. 
tion ,.rns mPiie for Bovren School. 

has been made for 
Partiel appropria-

l>ork is progressing at Davis School, Emerson School 
and Spaulding School. 

12. Budget Review. 

Our accounts are in good condition. 

Problems for 1956 

1. Pay Scale for Recrention Leaders 
2. Hore l"aintenance Personnel 
). Development end Construction 

Tne meeting •·w.s adjourned ll t 10:30 P. N. 

November meeting for discussion of the preliminary 
budget is scheduled for !4onday, November 21st. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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J:EETING OF TnE RECRUTION CC'ElGSSION SCHEDULED 
FOR NOVEJ.!BER 21, 19 55 

This meeting wns Postponed on November 16, 1955 
nnd by letter on November 18, 1955 to Wednesdny evening, 
November 30, 1955 nt 7:45 P.K. 

By telephone dienuc~lcn nnd Vote on Friday, 
Nove~h·r 18, 1955, the RecrePtion ComrniRsion voted unanimously 
to recommend: 

Thnt the l_and of the Hel"t;wrn Play 0:round described ns 
Section 2~, Block 13, Lot 16 on the Assessor's Books nnd 
opcoolte the Edvin 0. Childs RecreRtion Center, shall be re
leaFlcd for ARle to PoRt #50, Itallnn Americnn War VeterRns 
for the nurnose of erecting new quarters, provided there Rre 
no legnl restrictions on cuch sale and use of land .. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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lEETING OF TH" RSCHSATION COI<:J.!ISSION h3LD ON 
1/ED:JESDAY, NOVE!t.BER 30, 19 55 

Hembers preRent: J.!ajor IJilliPm J. ~!cCerthy, Cheirman 
Mr. Ira M. Conant 
Mrs. Worthing L. West 
l·1r. JoRenh Selden 
Mr. C. Sven Johnson, Co:nmiAsioner 

J.:inutes of the October meeting ~·ere approved ar; recorded. 

1. Petition of George D. Carson Post #141 Americen Legion 
to His Honor, J{eyor Hovrard \fui tmore, Jr. requesting right to 
purchase certain aree of the Thompsonville Playground for a 
Legion Headquarters \las discussed. 

A description of the property in queetion nnd a layout 
plnn 1•ere shown. 

It vms expleined thvt our favorable ection on this 
-broposal indicetes our Hillingness to ht>.ve the General Court 
f;l•nnt permission to the city to dispose of this l11nd if con
ditions of Pt>le ere mutually agreed upon between the City of 
NeFton nnd the George D. Carson Post #141 American Let;ion. 

VOTED: To recommend that certnin lPnd, pf'rt of the Thompson
ville Plnycround Pnd fronting- on the access rend from Lnngley 
Road, specificl'lly described in a letter dated :~ovember 28, 
1955 :>ddressed to Hnyor Hm,•ard \•/hitmore, Jr. from the George 
D. Cnrson PoRt #141 American Legion 1:1nd signed by J,!erio DiCnrlo, 
eheirml'n of the Building Committee, shnll be released for snle 
to the George D. Carson Post #141 Arr:erican Legion under such 
conditions as shall specifically be agreed upon by the City of 
Ne,,rton nnil the snid Carson Post for the puroose of a:nstructing 
ne~r quflrters. 

? - Bud5nt Review. Octobnr 31, 1955, we hnd an unexpended 
bnlnnce of $S~,n00 in our budget. This fib~r~ indicate~ ~ 
f"ctisft>ctory budget n~<>lysis. There 1"ill be nome money in 
surplus f't the end of the yen.~. Mnintennnce will hrve n sur
plus due to charges of Hurricane and Flood Repnir for l,rhich 
the city hacl sepnrnte accounts. There mny be a Silrplus in 
Pn.~t-t~me Directors Act'"'~nt due to curtnilme:1t during the 
summer RP~~~n DS a r~sult of P0lio Epidemic. 

~ Budvet for 19~h. -
were a~~roved ~or 1956. 
of 1955 budget. 

The following control items and amounts 
~aRt itemr are generally within bounds 

A - Pert-time Directors end Maintenance Department requests show 
nn incrPn~e. Pnrt-time Directors Account is nbout the some ns 
the 1955 request, but $3,724.00 over the amount oporopriated in 
1955. 
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B- Hl'intennnce Account shom'l an incre11se over 1955 11PProprintion 
of $4,742.00 due to request for l'ddi tionnl personnel. 

C - All lf.otor flnd Eouipment Maintenance have been consolidflted 
In one control flCCo~nt. 

~ - New Construction Account calls for 2 Shelter Houses at Oak 
Hill and Richardson Playgrounds,· a~new Pier nt CryAtnl Lvk~_9-
replace R~fts purchesed in 1G28 1 11nd a new Hockey Rink to re- · 
PI<,ce cne ofpresent rinks l~hich have suffered severe weather 
rot and deterioration. 

E - The proposed budget carries no provir,ions for incre11ses in 
selflry or ~me:;es. Recor::mendations concerning these basic costs 
:ore exnected to be submitted by the Moyer. 

F - Proposed Budget for 1956. 

Recrention Commissioner 
Supervisors 
Full Time Directors 
P11rt Time Directors 
Clerical Assistance 
Ter:morary Clerks 
Office Exnense 
Squinment i'<lnintenance (A'Ito Naint.) 
M11inten11.nce 
ReplP.cement of Equipment 
Cflre 11nd Alterations of School Grounds 
':'r:::vel Expense r.nd/ol' Convent~on Expense 
School Department Transfer 
i~ew Equipnent 
::eighborho'ld Cer.ter Expense 
?~ncing & Erckstops 
Ne\.~· 31 Pachers 
New Constr~~~~on 
High Scl1col Ensebnll Diam'lnd 
Special Aoproprintion - Fire Less 

TOTAL 

$6956.00 
19624.00 
10305.00 
65724.00 

6224.23 
860.00 

1385.00 
7835.00 

93742.00 
8054.00 

13500.00 
450.00 

4500.00 
3375.00 
2500.01) 
6845.00 

8450.00 

$260379.23 

I~ - Construction of Grounds. - Hot all items of grounds con
[)tr:.~c-tTon-- aoproved for 1955 have been completed. 

VOTED: - To resubmit n.ll ~tsrr,s under these cptegories orhich 
were liAted for 1955. 

geeting pdjourned Pt 9:40 F.H. 

December me:?t~!"£' scheduled for Ho:1day, Dec. 19, 1')55 c.t 7:45 P.lL 

Respectfully sub~!tte1, 
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".P~ .. bcr,q n~. ".~_.<>nt·. J!nj '·Iilll'~o J "cCnrthy . -· . . . - .. ,. . " ,. . . ,., ' ' 
Irn H. Conant 

c::.~ irr.w.n 

l'!rs. ~!orthi!1t:; L. ~·l~ot 
Joseph S:lden 
G. EvPn Johnson, Con~icsioner 

Minutes of the November 30 meetinc ~rere Pnproved. 

1. The School Custc~inns, renresented by }lr. Bernnrd Frechette and 
Hr. Michael Critch anncPred before the Cocmission to request nn 
incrPrPe in ct;stodinn 1s rrte for sumner cc.re e1t certPin r;chool 
nlPy,~rounds. 

They reouested 11n increPse in summer rPte fran $7.50/1:eek to 
$10. 00/1-•eek for their '-'Ork clerninr:; toilets nnd 1''PRhrooms Pnd 
crPfts ,,rork roorr! doily. Their lflst incr~nFe in sur.u;1er r[lteR Pns 
in 1951 nnd it is rei•Ponnble to expect rntes to increase Plong 
1·'ith their rer,ulAr Dfly. 

There ~~s discussion ns to method of p~yment of custodians. 
On the bPsis that pnyments were r:JEde on n trflnsfer bill from 
the school deprrtment Pnd th1•t the custodi11ns nre ennloy"?es of the 
School Depr>rtoent it Fns voted to instruct the Conmissioner to 
Frite to the Sunerintendent of Schools, setting forth our position 
nnd roquesting that the School Depertnent adopt such schedules as 
seems f2ir and equitnble nnd to inforn the Comnissioner of their 
nction. 

2. Budget. 

Chrnges rec0cr.1ended in our Prelioinrry Budget rt the 
~ovember 30, 1955 meeting hcd given n total of ~260,379.23. 

Voted to subnit for final budget the 2r.1ount of ¢260,379.00 
~ubject to increeser: in nersonr..el services i te~s vhich r.1r~~r be 
sub::1itted by HiR Honor J.:pyor EoT··Frd ~·Jhitr.:ore, '""Tr. rnd r·pproT,;'"ecl 
by the H8~Gr~~le Bonrd of Aldermen . 

.J. Ccnntructicn P! .. cjects. 

.-: Constructi'J!:. of Recr~etion G!"''J' ... Ulds :.)163,200.00 

T~is Hork done under St:--t:>et Depr :'tr.:ent Ap;:roprir- tions. 
Le~tor t0 ~'r. F~R~k K. PPrkins Mn~e ~Prt of ~8ccrd 
of thin ~eetir.c. 

h. B~ildings Construction ~2JC,IJOO.OO 

Thes~ pr0jectc unrter epDropri~tions to 
BuilcUne:;s Denart::Io.r>t. Letter to Hoe1. Eo;•ard 
Vlhitmore, J;'~ concere1int; Building Constr•Jct'oel 
rnnde pPrt of reco~d of thls ~?eting. 
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c. CrnitPl Improvements Projects 

ConGtructlcn rnd extensions nertrining to school 
crounds. 

No est~:;:D~t?s ['Vr.ileble. l.qtter to !-:~. H.illnrd S. 
Prntt mnde onrt of record of this meeting. 

d. School Grounds ConPtruction - Out of Public Buildincs 
Bonds. 

Letter to Mr. Arthur Campbell made pPrt of recor~ of 
this meetinr;. 

4. Reports on Activitiec. 

, . Indoor Sports Club, Inc. - a croup of physically hnndi
crtpped meets the 2nd Saturday of ench r.wnth at Hnuthorn 
PlP~'f;ro>Jnd in th" Eduin 0. Childs RecrePtion Center. 
Their Christmas Pnrty hDd nn attendance of 80 - 90 neople 
~ith cuests from Worcester, Lynn, Quincy, Mrlden rnd 
Boston. 

b. Ne1-1ton Hir;hlrmds A.A. hnve estnblished a nror,rom at the 
Countryside cchool. Their Mondny, Wednesdny nttendnnce 
hrs reached a totel of 110 boys from Jrd Grade to Hich 
School level. Recre~tion Depnrtnent h~s Pcrecd to 
f>Jrnish o lel'der fo::- Eonday-Uednesdny nichts. Tneir 
cirls' croup on Fridny eveninr; is beinG directed by 
their own volunteer lGnders. 

M2eting vrs adjourned nt 9:20 P.M. 

JRnuRry meeting is scheduled for Mondny eveninc, 
1956. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Han. HoPnrd ~lhi toore, J:-. 
l·!nyor of N21.·ton 
City Hl'll 
Newton Centre 59, Knss. 

Deceober 7, 1955 

The NePton HecrePtion Cor..misston respect
fully reouePts your serious considerntion of the follow
inG ~rojectr of essential buildings construction for the 
Recrertion Dennrtoent. 

l. Albeonrle Plnyground Building - T~ere 
is ~ ReriouR need far r field house with storpce rnd 
toile~ facilities. 

(An nrchitect hns been n,~c!nted by His 
Honor, the l-fpyor, to drr;··· rnd oresent plC~ns for this con
struction.) 

3:8 t_ime:.!:d~-Cns._:t___ ~40,000.00 ---- --. 
~ ····.-:c:----o--~ " _ _.__./..--- 2. B:Jll0 1JCh 1 s Pond :Jevr· ':J·;_i!__~_inc tc ·:... ... 

uced in conj·.1ncti.nn '~'·'i th our sl~ntinr, prorrflt1. Pnd 1~ 
spring Pnd fell prnrrPm nctivity. This buildinc uill 
D:'Ovide 1·rprr!inr; l1ouse, chec~ house Fnd to:..let fc.cil.ities . 

.:..~t' t 2 d c &£-t, ______ ---:::----~~~· 1=+~0~,~0~0~0~. ~0~0~ 

" \'iork Shan P nd Stornce Br1ildinr. - The 
rctivi ties o:' the !-fP1:1t€n£>nce Di~;ision hr>ve been exponded 
to such c derree th~t rn up-to-dnte rnd well equipned 
1·tork shop is ·essentifll. Presently, ue ntore ec'..llnnent 
~'nd mnt~ri0ls Pt nr:;ovor. different locrtions. This+ is n 
costly nrocedure. 

~stit.lc.ted. Cost :noo, ooo. oo 
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I~- Ednnnd 1 s Pnrk
storrge frcilities. 
drin~!nc ~ountein 

Ne1·r buildinr; to nrovide toilet 11nd 
Alno to include ~ionic shelter ond 

Sstirnnted Cost 015,000.00 

5 A•1burndnle Pln;vr:round - Hoderniz.e nnd enlnrce the 
nresent bu!ldinr;. 

E~tii:lnt~--:_ Cost :~J5' 000. 00 

The NeFton Recrefltion Corr:mission recoooends 
sar!ous conRiderRtion of these buildinr; needs rnd the es
tPblishing of n pror:rrrn of construction so th~t these pro
jects rnny be coonleted Rccordinr, to v plPnned rchedule. 

Very truly yours, 

Recrection Commissioner 

CSJ:cc 

cc to !Ir. 1'l111Prd S. Prrtt 
Comrnirsioner of Public Works 
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~r. Willnrd S. Prntt 
Director of Public 1'/orkfl 
City HRll 
Ne'··ton Centre 59J Mrss. 

Der r Er. Pre_ t t: 

Dcce~ber 7, 1955 

Tnc "Co pi tP l Ir:mr overnen t fl Froj ect s" plr nned 
~or the yerr 1°55 include~ fleverrl projects nertrininc to 
School Grounds Construction. 

It is rny understrndins th~t the projectn 
1·_rhich Fere not co::-:Dleted or o!l Fhich r..o Hark ~f-8 br.;;;n done 
rnd/oi' those ''hich. Fere disflnproved. for l '?55 v:.11 be re
rubr.Iitted for 1956. 

The Nevton Recrention Depertrnent hns ~ 
hepvy responsibility in the ~Bintennnce of Junior and 
Senior HiFh Scnool Athl8tic Fi8lds rnd of Slementnry School 
PlPy pro unds. 

I rcsnectfully recommend thet seriour con
si~e~0tion Oe Given to th8 need f0r t~~ connletion of the 
follo1··inc DrojectR ns soon FS poss:ble in 1956. These 
fPcilities Pre nAeded nnd Pre oost essentiPl to a co~plete 
outdoor nrofrnrn for our RChools. 

l - Wnrren Junior High School 
2 - Weeks Junior High School 
3 - Frnnklin School - Construct P retniner WRll nn Derby 
Stre?et P distr.nce of JO feet ~end ct tr.c rir;ht of 1·'PY en
tr~nce tn the Rchool ~roperty ns for P~ the drinkine fount~in 
to cnl'1trol erosion due to AUr:'r.ce FPters fro:n hopvy rr.ins. 
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4 - StePrnP Scheel - Resurfrce entire ~rive~ny nround 
School. Cnn~truct Prrkint; vrer. Construct 25 fo'l+ drl ve
Mr>y frrn~l ~1~t~~tor·yn Stroet t0 Sc~'lcol yn.rd. 

5 - Eorrce !:rnn School - Construct entrrnce vrl 1'Yry fror;; 
Wvlker Street to Building. Ret;r"de ond seed children's 
nlry ~ren in hrck of school. Relocnte shrubs. Construct 
sidet-rnlk nlonc '~~·r:lker St. r nd l.trterto~·rr.. Street bounds of 
the School Drooerty. (These Pre r,~fPty neosures.) 

Very trt1ly yours, 

Recrertion Cormi~cioner 

C~J:cc 

cc to: 1-:nyor f1o1·rprd t·lhi tnore, Jr. 
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COPY 

Street Con~issioner 
City of !lo~-,t'ln 
C:ity ;.{,-,] 1 
K~,··ton Cent~e 59, 1-:Fss. 

Derr !~~- P~rkins: 

~eceober 6, 1955 

The following co~ctruction ~rejects ~nd 
caRt e~tirnates ~or the R~c~e~tion Deprrt~ent Fre nubnitted 
to ,;.rou Pith f'! re0u~st thnt they ·ue included in the Street 
Denrrtment B~dget for 1956 under the ''Conntruction of 
Recre~tion Grounds'' Account. 

1. ~nntclair Realtv Trurt Land - (nooetibes called 
Lincoln Neoorirl Playground) - to develop entire area for 
n cooounity nlnyground - plans end snecifications to be 
drPI"TT mnkint; maxir:1uo use of existing- oreR - ~45,000.00 

2. lleHton Hiphll'nds ?lPvfround - Instnll nroper 
mein nnd lcterol drains fran Dedhan St. Pnd to Connect 
with drnins Pt edge of brll-field. Pl&ns and snecificn
tions to be drrwn for development of pll'y area between 
Tennis Cou~ts l'nd Dedhro St. 

Drl'ins estil":late 
Groundn Est:imnte 

45,000.00 
$25,000.00 

"· Albemorle l'lRV_Ground - Develop rer::Pinder of 
nl0v~round nre~ from Little Lencue Field to Vntertovn 
St." ~-nd :'ro~ Al~ewflrlP I1Jrd tc ~-butters on Edinboro St. Gl~, 000.00 

!~. Richrr~§O~ Plnyrround - Construct bituminous 
concrete vrli: fror.1 All2n Ave. to B<?ethovei1 Ave. r.t 
~~o~?~ty edce ne~reRt ~nF~O~ St. $l,OCO.OO 
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5. Lyons Plr.~~-r·rc:;.:ld - E:xtc:-:1::1 dr~~in to t:r~e C.--:usev,·a~,r. 
Brckfill, ~rrde, seed entire rren bet~ee~ Fc~~~t Grove 
Rord pt ~rnter 1 s ed~e $25,000.00 

(l955-Ap-0 roved for :Cr~~:: '.fork 2,000.00) 

6. Anrier Plrvr:i:"cP~.r~_ - Grvde r:nd seed. c:-2:1 bnck 
of Tennis Courts by terracinc to Hailrond property 
line. Lo(lr:1 flnd ~~ed entire rrer_ to .sbutters p:~operty 
line (DorsGt Hand) Q::,soo.oo 

L_bnrier Plr VFround - Construct ne1•r Tennis Court 
~rrc ~~ Lnycold Co~poc 4 ti8n- 3 courte ~12,nn0.00 

8. Bo~rd PRrk - ExcrvPte brse o~ present te~nis 
Courtn, re~ovc tenni~ court bDckstop. Construct 
lrt~rnl drn!ns, conBtruct ~ultiple use blncktop ~ren. 
LoP~ r r.d ~eed fron sc:-l.ool croyert:r to lioi tn of ex-
'stinr t8nnis courts $10,200.00 

o. Victnrv Field - Recove Tennis Court BPse 
LorP."! t1nd seed "'4 '</ ,500.00 

10.StePrnR Scho~l - ReEr~d~, lopm rnd seed entire 
nlrycround Prea ~12,000.00 

HecuestP for sor:1e of these projects elate bPCk 
sevornl y~nrs. The only DE~,,~ :oroject is t~e request for 
11 lrycold 11 Tennis Courts Pt AngiRr Plnyrround, WPben. 

RecrePtion Co~mir.sioner 

c:::J:cc 

cc to: !·if' yor no,·erd ilhl tr.wre' Jr. 
l'·ir. \Villnrd S. Pr0~t, Cocrr.isr.ioner of P~Jblic Works 
!,~r. U. !:. SchiAvone, City Engineer 
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December 7, 1955 

!<r. Al'thur CAnpbell 
P~blic Buildin~R Coc~issioner 
City Hr<ll 
N~,.rton CPntre 59, 1-:rss. 

Certein projects of the School 
Grounds Construction were plrnned for 1955 out of 
Public B•"1ildings Bonds r<nd rome contrrcts Fere drr:1"'n. 

The Ne~rton Recrertion Co~mission 
reRpectfully recon~ends thFt ~hene projects be re
q~eRted ~or 1956 nnd thrt necessory requests be sub
nitted to His Honor, l!pyor Hoc•l'rd l'lhi tuore, Jr. for 
nnnroprint!on of Bonded Money for the Construction 
rnd Co!'1nletion of the folloPinr nrojects. 

1 - Snnuldinr School Plryrround 
2 - Mendowbrook Junior High School Athletic Field 
J - Bm·•en School Kin:lerr;,rten PlPy Are.~ - (to be 

cor:mleted) 
4 - Countryside School Plryground. 
5 - Beethoven School Plryrround. 

Very truly yours, 

Recreation Commissioner 

CSJ:cc 

cc to: 1-:ryoP !-i0Ff'rd 1'lb.itrnor"e, Jr. 
1·:!"". 1'lillf'rd S. Prrtt, Director of P·-1blic Hor~;::s 
~r. U. }:. Schinvone, City Encineer 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION }!EETING HELD ON !~ONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 20, 1956 

Members present: Major William J. McCarthy, Chairman 
Ira M. Conant 
Mrs. Worthing L. West 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
}~. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 

Meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

IJJinutes of the December meeting were approved as recorded. 

VOTED: That letters sent to Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr.; 
l'.r. '.-Iillard s. Pratt, Commissioner of Public Works; Mr. Frank K. 
Perkins, Street Commissioner; and Mr. Arthur Campbell, Public 
Building Commissioner under dates of December 6 and 7, 1955 be 
made part of the record of the December Meeting of the Commission. 

1. Budget 
Our total 1955 expenditure $225,82).23 
Returned to Treasurer 14,501.68 
Hurricane Costs (1954-1955) 8,196.00 

2. Capital Improvements Projects approved by the Mayor as a re
sult of Conference with Mr. "illard S, Pratt, l'.r. Frank K. Perkins, 
!~. Arthur Campbell and!~. C. Evan Johnson 

a. From Revenue (Street Dept. Budget) 

Franklin School - Retaining Wall - Derby St. 
Warren Junior High-Addition to Playground 
Angier School-Tennis Courts, Laycold 

b. Sewer and Drain Bonds 

Newton Highlands-Main Drains and Laterals 
Honclair Development-Main Drain & Laterals 

c. Building Bonds 

Albemarle Playground Building 
Countryside School-Partial Playground 

). Report on Construction Projects already approved. 

Street Construction. 

$500.00 
.$20,000.00 

12,000.00 

$ 5,000.00 
$10,000.00 

$40,000.00 
10,000.00 

a. Montclair Road adjacent to Montclair Land area will be 
constructed this Spring. 

b. Playgrounds 

Davis School-Spring seeding on lower level. 
Spaulding School-Finish grading this Spring-Contract 

I 
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Emerson School-Finish grading this Spring-Contract 
Meadowbrook School-Finish grading this Spring-City Labor 

4. Albemarle Playground Building 

Plans were studied and approved with recommendation that 
changes re~uired and recommended qy Building Commissioner 
should be accepted. 

5. Recreation Survey Committee of Co~~unity Council. 

Meeting held at Council Office. General discussion of areas 
of survey. Voted to recommend that Professional Level Survey 
and study be made. 

6. P.T.S.A. of Newton High School. Student group with Parent 
Advisers met with Commissioner to discuss the needs for a 
Youth Center for Newton. 

7. National Junior Lawn Tennis 

~~. William Hoblitzell of Junior Lawn Tennis Association 
presented case for Junior Lawn Tennis Teams for Newton 
Recreation tepartment and membership in Tennis League. 

Commissioner instructed to explore possibilities as to member
ship and cost. 

8. Hearings. 

Thompsonville and Hawthorn Playground Land. 
Hearings before Committee on Cities at State House seemed to 
receive a favorable reaction. 
Commissioner appeared with Mayor Howard ~~itmore, Jr. before 
Aldermanic Co~~ttee of the Whole. 
General agreement in regard to Hawthorn Land Sale. No clear
cut acceptance of plan to sell land at Thompsonville. 

9. Regulations. 

a. Repair signs on Grounds at Newton Centre. 
b. Regulations concerning attire of Tennis Players on Public 

Courts. 

Heeting adjourned at 9:35 P.V.. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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!IT!iUTES OF H.ECREATION COlll\ISS:LOl: HEETH!G HELD ON 
!'Ol'DAY, APRIL 16, 1956 

Eerbers present: Naj. vJillia;n J. J.;cCarthy, Chairman 
Hr. Ira H. Conant 
Hrs. VJorthing 1. \vest 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
E.r. C. Evan Johnson, CoJ:llllissioner 
!liss Katharine 1. Hm·mrd, Secretary to the Commission 

11cetinc uas celled to order at 7: 45 P. H. 

hinutes of the February Neeting uere approved. 

!Jotice is talcen that the reguh:.rly scheduled meeting for Harch 19, 1956 
Has postponed on account of a severe snou storm. 

1. Albemarle Playground Building. 

Several meetinrs have been held •lith the architect to clarify certain 
problems, Borings uere taken at the site. The archi teet is nm1 drmling 
final plans md specifications to be submitted to the Public Buildings 
Coi'1Jllissioner. Bids 1dll be tal{en soon after the final plans are submitted. 

2. Co~our~ty Council Recreation Study CorrE~ttce. 

This Co~rrnittee met •lith Hr. Haldo Hainsuorth, District Representative 
of the 11ationel Recreation Association on two occasions to discuss the areas 
and limits of a survey study. 

Er. Charles Reed of National Recreation Association foi'1·,arded a letter 
to !Ir. Leo Barry, President of the Corummity Council stating that the cost 
of survey 1wuld be not over (,\3500. 00. 

ler. Barry and Hrs. Copeland were to present a recor:11Tlendation to the 
l·1ayor that "A study of Recreation Facilities and Activities in the l!e1f'tons 
be made on a professional basis and that necess~J fund not to exceed 
t.Sooo.oo be appropriated for that study. 

Hayor Houard vlhitmore, Jr. has not as yet com;mnicated with this Depart
rc.ent concerninc; the proposed survey. 

3. Hinter Activities Report. 

Activity Locations No. Days Ave. Attendance Total 

Skating 3 ponds 32 777 24,859 
ll Flooded Areas 89 38 3,366 

Tobocganing !Je<Iton Centre 20 382 7,629 
Dancing 10 Schools vloeJr,J,y (20-50) 
Girls' Crafts 8 Schools ~~!cekly (12-18) 
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I 3. \linter Activities (Continued) 

I 

I 

Activity 

Eoys' Craft 
Adults: 

Furniture 
Refinishing 

3 Hetal Craft 
2 To>mline Pottery-
3 1dorren 1 s Groups 

Social Recreation 
Teen-Acers 

Special Groups. 

Locations 

G Schools 

Hyde 
Burr Plgd. 
LaPlante Studio 
(Hmrthorn 
(Burr 
(Homes 

Emerson 

No.Days Ave.Attendance 

Heekly llr-22 

Heekly 18-22 
Heekly 16-18 
~\Teekly 12 

20 
10 

Heekly 12 

vleekly 25-35 

l-ie;.rton Hi[hlmds Imorovement Association meets at Countryside School -
Hon.-v:ed. e\'enings >lith 60-60 Boys in tcro groups. 

lJe;rton Upper Falls Improvement Association meets on Vednesday ni[hts 
with 18-25 Girls. 

Basketball Leagues. 5 I;ights per week, three leagues. 26 te~m1s -
112 cames, averace attendance (weekly) 536. 

Basketball Lea[,Ues - 2 Teen A8e leagues plcying on Thursday afternoon 
and Saturday r::torning. 
Ga':les plcyed at He<rton Centre, Hmrthorn and Hest l:e>rton Catholic Club. 

Acti V8 Group Cams - 8 Boys 211d 2 Girls Groups nGet l-Jeekly. 

4. Applicdion of Kewton Boys' Club to operate !:on-Profit Day Cnr'.p at 
Allison Field fron Jun2 25th to August 17th, 1956. 
VOTED to crant perrai t l-li th restrictions protecting use of baseball field 
211d Hi th written conditions of tenmcy approved by the Corunissioner and 
screed upon by both groups. 

5. VOTED to ::rant perrri t to Sacred Heart High School Girls to reserve hro 
tennis courts nt l'e•rton Centro on J.condays from 2:30 - 3:30 P.H. 

6. VOTED to cr211t perrnit to St. Sebastian's Country Day School to practice 
and play baseball at lk1-rton Highlands or sane other and to play their 
scheduled tennis natches at Ke>rton Center ( 2 Courts). 

7. VOTED to refer sur:gestion of Er. T. !.:emJan Nanninc, Eastern Director of 
l,Je1-1 Encland Junior L.::nm Tennis Association in reEard to ore;a..'1.izine a ?!EJLT 
in l:mrton to the Departrrent of Health and Physical Education of the Eewton 
Public Schools. 
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8. VOTED to deny request of l'ir. vlilliam H. Hobli tzell III for use of 2 
Tennis Courts at limrton Centre for the purpose of conducting a Children's 
Play Clinic for which a fee of '.;2.00/ lesson would be chart::ed. 

9. VOTED to ,;rant pernission for .iUl-Star Tennis }latches on July 20, 1956 
behJeen the Southeast-Northeast Junior Tennis Lear;ues. 

10. COC'J:'J.ssion requested further information concerning the prospect of 
remodeling shower rooms at Burr Playground Building in order to provide 
additional indoor play space. 

11. S/ring Schedule of Supervision at 12 areas were approved. Prospect 
of supervising four additional areas after the spring school vacation. 

12. Agency Executives' Group of the Nm.rtons held their April meeting at 
the Hmrthorn Recreation Center. Our Hothers' Group served an excellent 
fish dinner. 

Eeeting adjourned at 9:15 P.N. 

1-:ay Eoeting is scheduled for Eonday, Hay 21, 1956. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secreatry. 

I 
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lJTUTES 0? TIS m:C:Uc.ATIOH COl·'l:ISSIOI: HEETH:G IISLD ON l'Ol'IJAY, r:AY 21, 1956 

r-:crrbers present: !laj. Hillimn J. licCarthy, Chairmnn 
Er. Ira N. Connnt 
Nr. Joseph Selden 
J.Ir. C. Ev.sn Johnson, Co~ssioner 

The minutes of the April meetil1[; 1-1ere approved as recorc.ed. 

1. Request of Stratford St, Baptist Church, \·iest Roxbury for permission 
to hold a picnic at Cold Spring Playcround en June 2, 1956 1-Jas approved cy 
the Co~~issioner. 

2. Co:cnission rules pertaininc; to use of Allison Park by Eeuton Boys' 
Club as Suir.ner Day Cenp Here submitted. 

The Rules ~~d Regulations are to be subritted to the Boys' Club for 
ape1roval 2Jld sic;nature. 

Voted that these Rules and Regulations be m2.de part of the official 
Hecord of proceedings of this Commission. 

3. Sumr.er Playcround Schedule 

The Commission approved the follm.ri_ng schedule of dates. 

S1dnr:Jing Proc;ram - June 16 - Septerrber 3 (Labor Day) , 

Pla;ycrounds - July 2 - AuQlst 24. 

Tuo ~eu playc;rounds to be supervised this sumr.er at Ne1-Tton Hi[71 School 
and Davis School. 

The approY.inate cost for Sur:uner Supervision, SHilll'"ninc and Umpire Staff 
1dll be (;:5000/<Jeek. 

4. Budget Report. 

All control items are in proportion to usual expenses at this time 
of year. There is no indication of budget problems developing, 

5. Ca~p Fire Girls 

A com.'Tiittee fran the Camp F'ire Girls' Organization for the !JeiTtons 
and headed by Hrs. Virginia Cooc= and Hrs. Kilton Levy presented an out
line of their pl2nned Day Cacp Program during the month of July (3 days 
per lJeek) at tl18 AuLurndale Playground. 

They had prcviomly applied for permission to operate this camp. 

The Co:cc1ission approved the application and instructed the Conrissioner 
to inform the Car,1p Fire Girls in Hritinc and to drau up Hules and Regulations 
pertaining to this operation. 
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The Corunission voted that this permit is granted for the 1956 season 

only and the entire progr2n shall be tho subject of revieu <Jt the close 
of the season. 

6. Reference lras made to Com."Tlission Recommendntion mnde on 
July 29, 1955 that the I!Qyor tcl<e steps to negotiate for purchase of 
land in the lkn·rtcn Richlands are2. off Hinchester St. 2.t Stephens Plnce. 

Suc13estion uas me.de that tte Cor.'L':lissioner bring this matter to 
the attention of I!Qyor ,,rnitmorc again and that it be tied in Hith 
necessar'J school ex:1ansion of the future. 

7. l:oetinc adjourned at 9:10 P.H. 

Respectfully sub~itted, 

Secretary 

I 
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:TFUTES 0~·' TEL: m::c::tL:ATIOIJ CCI2IISSIO!T !SETIJ:G E':LD THURi3DAY, JlJEE 21, 1956 

l:er:bers present: l!ocjor 1/illi<:L'TI J. EcCarthy, Chairman 
lie. Ire !I. Conant 
Ers. Horthing 1. r ... rest 
l'r. Joseph Selden 
l:r. C. :Evan Johnson, Con'"i'lissioner 
I~ss Katharine IIouard, Secretary 

l. The minutes of the !ray meetin;; Here r.pproved. 

2. Rules and Reculations pertaining to the operation of the Nec<Jton 
Days 1 Club D'lY Co.:np at Allison Park and the llcmton C2r'P Fire Girl' s Day 
Ca.-:1p at Auburnc'"CJ.le Pla:-rcround lJero approved by the Conmission. 

It ~ems ordered that these Rules and Regulations be made part of the 
of'fici21 records of the Recreation Commission. 

3. Sumr1.er Staff and Proc;ra'TI. 

PlEyc_rouncl Season Dates: 
CrJstal Lclce - Juno 1~, 1956 to 5eptemLer 3, 1956 
Play:-rounds July 2, 1956 to Aucust 24, 1956 

Staff - The con':olcte roster of personnel '" s subrc.i t ted one! approved. 
He rcre to operate 31 pl2.y:c:rounds durin[; the sumrc.er season. Albenarle 
plnycround 1~'ill not be supervisGd but 1·rill be usod for reQJle.r League c.nd 
Li ttlo Leac_ue l; 2 sebnll. 

L1 • Proposed Lend r:akinr; off Stephens Place, r:e1·rto n Hiz)1lands. 
This proposal 1ms trour;ht to the attention of Eis Honor, !Ie:mr Hm·rard 

\·.11itmore, Jr., so that c: report could be submitted to Recreation Cor1101ission. 

The folloTiinr; factors seer.Jod p<::rticularly ir.'!portant. 
l. Sale of 2 portion oi' the Shau l~state and the 11roposed develoy.)Jncnt of 

a motel. 

2. Possible State Dcvelop:-::cnt Fro sra:n alone Ncl1anton Street and a pro
posed nGll bridcc over tho Charles Piver near this area. 

3. DevelovJcnt of Eousinc Projects et the Lick md Vclente propGrties 
uhich c:ro close cy. 

L!. Possible developner.t of a EeH South Side Hic)1 School I~hich uould 
re-late to 2JlY developn:_ent in this area. 

1·:E1,.yor ~hi t~ore feels that tl~is projc:ct should not l::e stressed Dt this 
tine penclinc the cl2.rification of the above possibilities. 

5. I:offatt Hoad and the Yontclc:.ir Lmd Development. 
l:r. Conant rcc;,ucstec'. c: report of pro [;ress. 
I~o:frtt Road is under con.struction ui th co~plcte system of drc-ins 

curbing, side1-ralks, 2nd blncl:top roach12y. 
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Corr:ecting ar:d latcc·d cJTains are bein;:: laid into the playc;round 

arc.::.. in preparation for t:Tadin[;: and scecling cnc~ cor:.plete develop~ent of 
tlw playr;round. 

The ne~:t neetinc; is s chedulcd for Eond.a:r, Scptenber 17, 1956. 

ThG :r.1eetinc; HCJ.S :::c:journed at 9:00 P.IT. 

n.espectfully su'cnittcd, 

Secretary 

I 
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I RULES M;D REGULATiors Relative to use of a part of Auburndale 
Playgr01md by the C21~p Fire Girls in Ne<rton for a Day Ca!:lp 
Procrao during the month of July on Tuesdays, Hednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 9:30 A.l~. - 2:30 P.H. 

1. Cai:JP Season 

2. Daily Schedule 

July - Tuesdgvs, l{ednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Friday, July 6. 

9:30 A.H. - 2:30 P.H. 

3. Swimming in the Charles-Prohibited by State Board of Health. 

h. Boating 

5. Archery 

6. Autos 

7. ProgTmn 

I 
8. Grounds Care 

9. Policine; 

lO. Ice Cream Vendors 

ll. Liability 

112. Special Equipment 

llo Boating from shores of Auburndale Playground. 

Permissible in a restricted area and under 
special control. 

One C21~p Fire Girls' Service Car may enter play
cround by Forest Grove Road. 
m.lk <rill be delivered daily to the ca.,., site. 

The Ca'11p Fire Girls' Staff ;lill at all times 
recognize that the Regular Playground Program 
and Groups take precedence over any other 
activity. Basic;tlly, the Camp Fire Program 
>rill be restricted to the A..'11phi-theatre area. 
Other areas may be used when mutually agreed 
upon betl<een the Playground Staff and Camp 
Fire Girls' Staff. 

The Day Ca"'P Personnel l,'ill be responsible for 
the orderly care of Grounds. The Ca"'P Fire Girls 
;lill assume responsibility for repairs and re
placement of damaged property resulting from 
Day Ca'llp Activity. 

The Camp Area 1<ill be policed tl<ice daily by the 
Camp Fire Girls and Staff. 

City ordinance prohibits vendors on playgrounds 
or within 500 feet of said playground between 
9:00 A.!-1. and 9 P./1. 

The City of Newton assumes no liability for 
accident or injury to Day Ca':lp Personnel and 
members or damage to their property >rhile camp 
is in session. 

J.;ay be installed only if mutually agreed upon 
bet1-reen Camp Director and Recreation Commissioner. 
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13. Special Pernd.ts 

14. Dress 

15. Identification Harker 

Fire Permits (for Cook-outs) must be obtained 
from Fire Dept. Headquarters. 
Tennis Permits may be secured at Recreation 
Office, City Hall. 

S-,irmning Permits - (for Crystal Lake) may be 
secured at Crystal Lake. 

Counsellor Staff will be e:lipe cted to uear Skirts 
and Blouses (or equivalent). Shorts and halters 
may not be Horn by staff members. 

The Ca~p Fire Girls may set up one Identification 
Harker (Flag or Sign) at the camp site. 

The above regulations cover the general and specific conditions for the 
use of part of Auburndale Playground by the Ne1·Tton Cacp Fire Girls. Other 
conditions of use requirine; attention are to be agreed upon betueen the 
Recreation Cor.nnissioner and the Director of the Camp. 

The Recreation Commissioner reserves the right at any time to terrr~nate 
the He1>rton Car:p Fire Girls' Day Camp Permit for failure to comply with any 

I of the foregoing regulations or for failure to operate the Day Camp in a 
manner acceptable to the Recreation Corrwrrssion. 

Dat9, ~ / ~' ~ ~ • C. ~~($..,--n7"2-A=--~-~::--r-:--

I 

ve D~rector - Canp Yire Girls l·reater 
Boston Co,ncil 

Dat ~ c~rr~:;.:.;d~::""'~~~r~e=";rt~o:On'!.,=;:L;:'a~s"·: s=-.----

3/i!J 
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l. Car:1p Season 

2. Daily Schedule 

J. Evening Program 

4. Suirmning in the 

5. llodel Airplanes 

6. Golf 

Rules and Regulations relative to use of 
Allison Park by the Ne-;rton Boys' Club for 
a Day Camp Program. June 25, 1956 to 

August 17, 1956. 

Charles 

- Po<Jer Driven 

June 25, 1956- August 17, 1956 

8:00 A.H. 5:00 P.H. 

NHrton Tuilicht League has Priority. 
Parents 1 Night, Cook-outs or any other 
acti·v-.i.ty shall be held beyond the baseball 
field area - preferably touard the Pit and 

on nights when baseball is not scheduled. 

Prohibited by State Board of Hee~th. 

Prohibited by Recreation Dept. Regulation 

Prohibited by Recreation Dept. Re~~lation 

7. Air Rilles and Sling Shots Prohibited by la<J and Recreation Dept. 

0. Autos 

9. VisitinG I~el·rto!'l Children 

lO.Service Gates 

ll.Grounds Care 

l2.Ice Crea~ Vendors 

l3.Liability 

Regulation 

!~ay not drive on Playground 

No Neuton child cr group of children may 
be prohibited from use of facilities. It 
is expected that these children •Jill be 
invited to participate in activities. 

To be closed except in case of emergency. 

The Day Ca111p Personnel illll be responsible 
for orderly care of Grounds, and Building. 
The Neuton Boys' Club Day Car'!' Cot:'.:rittee 
Hill assume responsibility for repairs and 
replacements for any damaged property re
sultin£ from Day Cac:p Activity. 

City Ordinance prohibits vendors on play
grounds or ~~thin 500 feet of said play

ground betueen 9:00 A.f.l. a11d 9:00 P .H. 

I l4.Special Equipment 

The City assumes no liability for acci
dent or injury to Day Camp Personnel 

and !1errbers or to their property uhile 
camp is in session. 

Day Camp may install a tent at a location 
to be agreed upon. This installation to 
be taken down each niEht. 

l5.Special Permits Suimming Program (Learn-to-Swim) to be 
arranged at Crystal Lake through Red Cross. 
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I l5.Special Pernits (Continued) Tennis Permits may be secured at Recreation 
Office, City Hall. 

I 

I 

Fire Permits (for Cookouts) must be 
obtained from Fire Dept. Headquarters 

The above regulations cover the teneral and specific conditions for use 
of Allison Park by the NCJ.Jton Boys' Club. Other conditions of use requiring 
attention are to be agreed upon betueen the Recreation Conrrnissioner and the 
Officers of the Ne1·Jton Boys 1 Club. 

The Recreation Co~~ssioner reserves the right at aqr time to terrr~nate 
the Ne•·Jton Eoys 1 Club Day Camp perm t for failure to comply with ao."ly of the 
foregoing regulations or for failure to operate the Day Camp in a manner 
acceptable to the Recreation Corr~ssion. 

Date $fz...cc; ,;:J cf / fr? 
{/ 
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HEW ON WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 26, 1956 

Members present: Major William J. McCarthy, Chairman 
Mrs. Worthing L. West 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr, C, Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Miss Katharine L. Howard, Secretar.y 

I'J.nutes of the June meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. Report on Summer Program 

No. of Playgrounds 
Total Playground Attendance (Summer) 
Daily Attendance 
Daily Attendance/Average per Playground 

Crystal Lake - Swimming. 

Total Attendance-June 16 - Sept. 8 
Daily Average 

Program. 

31 
202,464 

5,062 
164 

76,053 
895 

Baseball - 2 Leagues - Midget and Juniors in each district. District 
Champions played off in August for City Championship 

Girls' Softball Tournament. 
15 P~aygrounds represented in a three-day tournament at Girls Field
Newton High School. 

Tennis - 4 Tournaments for Playground children - 87 Entries -
Largest Playground Tournament we have had. 

Bicycle Safety - Every Playground represented at instruction and 
testing programs under the direction of Officer Charles Feeley of 
Newton Police Department. 

Newton Day at the Ball Game. Approximately 900 children were guests 
of the Boston Red Sox. 

Beach Trips - 45 trips from various grounds. Each Playground cleared 
dates through Recreation Office and arranged thair own program. 

Cook Outs and Family Parties - 12 

Crafts: -

Boys - Project work in wood and metal. Burr Playground had 85 
different projects. 

Girls - 4365 separate units of girls' crafts were prepared and issued 
under the direction of Girls' Craft SuperVisors. 
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Craftstrip. - Training Course under direction of Mr. Cy Vaughan 
attracted 45 persons. The Department paid the costs at $1/person. 
Each grounds secured supply of materials from office. Over 5000 
Craftstrip Units were completed. 

Swimming. 

Crystal Lake was open from June 16 to Sept. 8. It was decided to 
keep the area open during Labor Day Week because of the excellent 
summer attendance. 

Under the management. of Paul Kincare, the program was very success
ful. 

The Red Cross Learn-to-swim program under the direction of Mr. 
Gilbert Champagne \'later Safety Chairman for the Newton Chapter, 
American Red Cross and Hiss Claire HcCarthy as dean of Instructors 
was outstandingly effective. 

The demonstration program on Sunday-, July 29 was very well co
ordinated and planned and the exhibition of Survival Swimming by 
Mr. Alec Huston was an outstanding part of the program. 

The new Dock Installation proved to be a very effective control 
factor and it also attracted greater attendance - more fun. 

Field Days. 

Each Grounds organized and planned its own Field Day. They were all 
held during the last week of the Play-ground Season. Prizes and 
Awards were presented for achievement and leadership. 

The outstanding boy and girl on each grounds was presented an 
AchieveiOOnt Award. Letters of congratulation have been s ent to the 
parents of each boy and girl winner. 

Leadership. 

We have had an outstanding staff of personnel. There has been 
excellent balance between experience and newcomers. More college 
students were available this year. There was some shifting of 
assignments with excellent results. 

2. Newton City Leagues. 

4 Baseball Leagues 

American Division - 8 teams 
National A - 6 teams 
National B - 8 teams 
Pony International - 6 teams 

Winner 
Newton Elks 
Corpus Christi 
Newtonville 
St. Bernard's 
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2 Softball Leagues 

American 
National 

Total 44 teams 

Total Players 

- 8 teams 
- 8 teams 

Allowable Roster 

- 792 

Winner 
Auburndale Cafe 
Midnite Food Shop· 

18 Players 

Banquet Night on September 24 attracted over 400 Guests 

Games were generally well-played. Some teams were in too fast 
company. Attendance is not good. Only a handful except at 
certain parks or when certain teams are playing. 

Problems of Schedules, League Balance and restrictions of Players 
of School teams must be solved to improve our League Play. 

3· Budget. 

Of the total Budget appropriation of $257,087 there has been an 
e:xpenditure of $167,464 to August 31. Balance of $86,043 (un-. 
encumbered) should be sufficient to meet our needs for the balance 
of the year. We may have a problem with the Part-Time Directors 
Account for the reason that we kept Crystal Lake open for an 
additional week with the approval of the Mayor. Our sunnner play
ground staff payroll was almost ~5000 per week. I 4. Maintenance. 

I 

General Maintenance has been kept to a high standard. Denands 
for service are increasing all the time. 

Three areas have all been seeded am should have good turf by 
next spring. The Peirce School baseball infield has been reseeded 
and a new diamond will be cut out in the spring. 

Emerson School Playground and Spaulding School Playgrounds have 
been rototilled and reseeded. Good Grass is on the way. 

Tennis Courts have been receiving more care and the major Clay 
Courts at the Hi~ School, Newton Centre and Burr Playground are in 
excellent condition. 

Bleachers have been relocated to various grounds for the football 
season. 

All markings of school grounds and Athletic Fields have been done 
as quickly as possible and in the case of the High School md Junior 
High School Fields the marking has been done before the schedules 
were received. 
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5, Albemarle Playground Building. 

Building is now under construction. Foundation has been poured 
and construction work is about to begin. The Building should be 
ready next spring. 

6, Fall and Winter Program. 

We are operating at 10 Schools and Playgrounds during the fall 
season. 

The Nei~borhood Center program will begin on November 5, We have 
been requested to extend our services at the Countryside School and 
the Emerson School. 

The Countryside School has requested a change in location of their 
evening program to the Meadowrook Junior Hi~ School on Monday 
and Wednesday evenings, 

7, Action of Chapters 101 and 102 of the General Acts of 1956 

Chap. 101 - "An Act Authorizing the City of Newton to sell and 
convey a portion of the Thompsonville Playground, so-called, 11 

be and is hereby voted as follows: - Vote .3 Yeas - 1 Not Voting 

Chap. 102 - "An Act Authorizing the City of Newton to sell and 
convey a portion of the Hawthorn Playground, so-called." be and is 
hereby voted as follows: - Vote - 4 Yeas 

letter to His Honor, Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. indicating this 
action of the Commission was transmitted under date of September 28, 
1956. 

8. Voted to adopt resolution presented by Mrs. vlorthing L. West in 
recognition of the services of Ira M. Conant, to forward a copy of 
said resolution to Mrs. Conant and to spread this resolution on the 
records of the Recreation Commission, 

(letter of Resolution is recorded immediately .following these 
minutes) 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 
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Mrs. Ira M. Conant 
14 Larchmont Avenue 
Waban 68, Massachusetts 

}~ dear Mrs. Conant: 

September 28, 1956 

At our first formal meeting slnce June, it is with 
profound sorrow that we,in the Recreation Commission, record the death 
on July 28, 1956, of Ira M. Conant. We have lost a valuable member, a 
wise and judicious Counselor. 

Mr. Conant's untiring interest in boys' sports, parti
cularly baseball, has left an enduring impression on the youth o£ our 
city. 

Ira's tenancity of purpose and loyal adherence to those 
things which he believed to be right were an inspiration to those of 
us 'Who were privileged to work with him. We do therefore, spread upon 
the records of the Recreation Commission, a copy of this letter so that 
it may serve as a guide in our future efforts in the interests o£ build
ing a better city. 

Sincerely yours, 

_______________________________ Chairman 

Members, Newton Recreation Commission 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HEW ON 
NOVEMBER 19, 1956 

Members Present: Maj. William J. McCarthy, Chairman 
Mrs. Worthing L. West 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr, T, Frank Copp 
Mr. Victor Stout 
Mr. c. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 

Minutes of the September meeting were approved, as recorded. 

Record is made that the October meeting was postponed. 

1. Review was made of the 1956 Budget Balances. 
It was indicated that the Part time Directors account might require a 
transfer for additional funds. 
If we have an early skating season, we will need additional funds. 
Reference was also made to the costs of maintenance of school grounds for 
which the Department received no reimbursement. 

2. The Proposed Budget for 1957 was submitted for discussion· and study. 
The proposed budget carries all salaries and wages according to schedules 

adopted in 1956 with step-rate increase program fomalaried employees 
and a labor classification and pay-rate plan effective for hourly paid 
workers. 

The Recreation Commissioner's salary has not been discussed and is not 
operative under a step-rate pay plan. 

3· Proposed Budget for 1957 
Recreation Commissioner 
Supervisors 
Full Time Directors 
Part Time Directors 
Clerical Assistance 
Recreation Foreman 
Temporary Clerk 
Office Expense 
Equipment Maintenance 
Maintenance 
Replacement of Equipment 
Care & Alterations of School Grounds 
Out of State Travel 
School Dept, Transfer 
New Equipment 
Neighborhood Center Expense 
Fencing & Backstops 
New Construction 
Multiple Use Courts Maintenance 
Pensions 

Total 

$7500.00 
20347.35 
11643.40 
69788.00 
6698.48 
4649.99 
655.00 

1160.00 
6850.00 

88880.00 
7731.00 

16350.00 
750.00 

4500,00 
7000.00 
2500.00 
6980,00 
6650.00 
2000.00 
9455.57 

$282088.79 

The proposed budget of $282,088.79 was approved to be submitted to the 
~ayor, as of December 1, 1956. 
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4. New Construction - Grounds and Facilities. 
Letter is to be sent to His Honor, Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. requesting · 
consideration of Construction needs for Recreation. 

Projects not approved for 1956 are to be included in this letter. 

5. Moffatt Road Playground. 
Mr. Stout requested information concerning recognition of the work done 

by Ira Conant in the Waban area for the youth of Waban and in the interests 
of Public Recreation. 

Can some recognition be made of Mr. Conant's services? 
Mr. Stout is going to explore the trends of thinking in Waban relative 

to the attitude of the Waban Associates to recognize Mr. Conant's outstand
ing work. 

6. Meeting adjourned at 9:35 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Acting Secretar,r. 
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J!INUTLS OF THE RECHEATIOfl CO}liiSSION HEETING HELD OIJ 
IIONDAY, DECEHllill 17, 19 S6 

!-!embers present: Hajor vlilliar1 J. HcCarthy, Chairman 
11rs. vlorthing 1. \vest 
!1r. Joseph Selden 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
P~. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Yuss Katharine Howard, Secretary 
}~. Victor Stout (absent due to previous commitment 

at Boston University) 

l. Hinutes of the November meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Budget Review of 1956 

Estimated Balance as of December 
Indicated that we will turn back 
tlS,ooo - $ll:l,ooo. 

15, 1956 
to the Treasurer from 

To clarify - credits were received for 
Street Dept. 
Building Dept. 
High School Athletic Fund 

Total 

Labor service tot he 
:Ji4256.75 

2038.17 
196.55 

$649l.47 

$25,388 .l-19 

Credits were received for Equipment use for the Street Dept. ~1397 .18 
Building Dept. 552.00 

High School Athletic Fund 32.00 
~l9ul.l8 

If this :1:;8472.65 had not teen received in credits our balance to 
the Treasurer would range bet>Ieen t!7000 and ~10,000. 

In any situation where work must be undertaken for other Departments 
and other accounts, it is clear that all of our own projects cannot be 
completed so there will be a balance returnable from estimated expenditures. 

3. Budget Estimate for 1957 (Final) 

The Preliminary Budget for 195'1 in the amount of ~262,088.79 1-1as re
vieHed and discussed. 

All salary i terns affected by the Salary-\'/ ace Plan adopted in 1956 were 
approved. 

Recommendation <JaS made and approved that the salayr of the Cor:nnissioner 
be increased to ~8250 .00. 

There was recognition made of progress in Recreation activity, manage
nent of administration and care in handling of budget allotments. 

New Equipment Account (Page 7) - It was explained that all i terns 
except new slides were items of replacement for worn out equipment. 

Report of the Newton Hallo<Teen Expenses <ms made shovling an increase 
in the balance available in the Newton Halloween Corr.mittee Account. 
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Construction costs for Hockey Hink were reduced to $1500 for materials 
only since ue plan to build a new rink with our own labor. 

Voted to approve bude;et estimate for 1957 in the amount of' ~·;282,838.'79 

4. ltems before the Budget. 

Voted to request appropriation for the followine; i terns before the bude;et. 

New Equipment Account, 

1 Taro .Parkmaster - Full Hydraulic Lift and Frame 
1 Viillys Pick-up Truck 
1 Automobile - 4 door Sedan 

$2700,00 
1750.00 
1600.00 

In each case, there is a used vehicle to be turned in as trade, 

Special Appropriation, 

Lighting Installation - Auburndale 
This installation ;dll replace the old, obsolete 
and inefficient installation presently being used, 
is made to this installation in letter to V~. Pratt 
Decel!'ber 13, 1956 and made part of this report, 

(;\2000.00 

Reference 
dated 

5. Letters pertaining to developments, improvement and new construction, 

Voted to make these letters to Mayor Howard Vlhitmore, Jr., !1r, 
\Jillard S. Pratt, Commissioner of Public vlorks, Hr. Frank K. Perkins, 
Street Commissioner and Er, Arthur Campbell, .Public Buildings Commissioner 
a part of the record of this meeting, 

6. Recommended that the Conmdssioner discuss with His Honor, Hayor Ha.Jard 
~~tmore, Jr. the advisability of discussing the Recreation needs of our 
I;ard Divisions as outlined in the above letters ;ri. th the Aldermen concerned 
by letter. 

7. Nr. Stout >lill make his report on ccthe prospects of recognition for the 
Public Service rendered by !Tr. Ira}!, Conant at our next meeting, 

8. The Board Hembers Dinner of the Nassachusetts Recreation Association will 
be held on Tuesday, January 15, 1957 at the Maridor Restaurant, Framingham, 
Complete notice vri.ll be sent out immediately on receipt of full particulars. 

l{eeting adjourned at 9:00 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 
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Hen. Howard v!hitmore, Jr. 
Mayor of Newton 
Eewton City Hall 
Newton Centre 59, l1ass. 

Dear Yx • Hayer: 

December 13, 1956 

The follo.ling Building Construction projects 
are subnitted for consideration for the 1951 Budget. 

l. Workshop and Storage Building. 'lhe activities 
of a maintenance division of a Recreation Department cannot 
be efficiently or effectively carried out ~dthout an up-to-date 
and well equipped workshop. At present, we are forced to store 
equipment and materials at seven different locations. Our 
;mrkshop space allows for no more than 4 men working indoors at 
any one time. !';stimated Cost (19)6)t\lOO,OOO.OO 

2. Auburndale Playeround - Hodernize and enlarge the 
present building. Estimated Cost (1956) :P3),ooo.ou 

3. Moffatt Road (\<laban) - Construct Fieldhouse and 
comfort station in conjunction with total planning i"or this play
eround area. 

Very truly yours, 

Recreation Commissioner 

CEJ:cc 

Copy to: Hr. Arthur Campbell, Public Buildings Commissioner 
Hr. vlillard S • .Pratt, Commissioner of Public vTorlcs 

0 
::0 ..., --~ 
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Hr. \-Iillard s. Pratt 
Cor:mri.ssioner of' Public 1·Jorks 
City Hall 
Ne1-rton Centre :l9, l1ass. 

Dear Hr. Pratt: 

December 13, 1956 

I respectfully reconunend that the following 
"Capital Improvements Projects" be made part of the Recommenda
tions for the 19;l7 Budget Estimates. 

1. >Jarren Junior High School - To eliminate the 
present dirt track straightaway and to lomn and seed this area 
so that the playing field may be extended and to regrade and 
blacktop the area from the entrance driveway to the drinking 
fountain and parallel to the present track. 

2. Heeks Junior High School - To extend the 
blacktop area from tennis courts to include the basketball 
court and to complete the fence enclosure of the tennis courts. 

3. Ne~>rton High School - Hegrade and rebuild the 
blacktop Tennis Courts, Blacktop area. 

4. Auburndale - New Lirhting Installation for 
skating. This is a priority item. The old system of lighting 
is at least 25 years old. It is inadequate by any and all 
sta.'ldards. This item should be acted upon before the budget 
and installations hould be made as soon as possible. Plans 
are available in this ofi·ice. Estimated Cost - ~;2000.00 

5. Crystal Lake Park Area - (near Lakewood Road) 
To reset the retainer Hall, build side1<alk, regrade and seed to 
the i'oot of the park area. Estimated Cost - ~;4uoo.oo 

To rebuild retainer wall and 1-1allcwa.y and to 
build a two foot retainer •<all to hold the slope from the street 
from Lakmmod Road to Berwick Road. Estimated Cost - ~;6000.00 

Very truly yours, 

CJ;,J: cc Recreation Con~ssioner 

Copy to: l1ayor EoHard VlhitmOrc, Jr. 
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Jf;r. Frank K. Perkins 
Street Commissioner 
!Je1·rton City Hall 
llm·rton Centre 59, hass. 

Dear J.1r. Perkins: 

December 13, 19~6 

The follo;Jing construction projects, with cost 
estimates, for the Recreation Department are submitted <Jith the 
request that they be included in the Street Department Budget 
for 1957 under the "Construction of Recreation Grounds" Account. 

1. Nontclair Realty Trust Land - (sometimes 
called Lincoln Nenorial Playground) to continue constructions 
and development of the Playcround area, to plan for the con
struction of a regulation baseball field accordinf to definite 
plan and specifications, to install chain link fence around 
entire playground area. 

2, lle1iton Highlands Playground - To in:stall 
lateral drains from edee of outfield area to mcin drains along 
Dedham St. To fill, era de and seed the undeveloped area from 
the Tennis Courts to Dedham Street and Upland Ave. 

3. Albemarle Playground - 'l'o develop, grade and 
seed remainder of Playground from Little League Field to ''!ater
tmm St. 

4. Richardson Playground - Construct bituminous 
concrete ualk from Allen Ave. to Beethoven Ave. at property 
ed.ge nearest Beacon St, Estiroated Cost - ~;1, 000.00 

5. Lyons Playground - Extend drain from Lyons 
Playt;round to the Causeway. Backfill, i!rade and seed entire 
area bet1;een Forest Grove Road and the Cause1<ay, 

Estimated Cost - ~'25,000.00 
1955 Approved for Drain \·:ork-2,000.00 

6. Angier Playe;round - Grade, loam and seed area 
back of Tennis Courts and terrace to Railroad Property, and 
extendint; to abutter's property line. (Dorset Road) 

Estimated Cost - ~:12, Soo. 00 
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7. Angier Playground - Reconstruct Tennis Courts 
of Laycold Co~osition (or equal) 3 Courts. 

Estimated Cost - ~'12,000.00 

8. Boyd Park - Remove entire tennis court 
layout. Install lateral drdns. Construct multiple use black
top area, lo2m ancl seed from school property to limits of present 
tennis court area. Estimated Cost - :":10, 200.00 

9. Victory Field - Remove tennis court layout and 
fences. Rec;rade, loam and seed. Estimated Cost - :;4,500.00 

lO.Stearns School - Regrade, loam and seed 
entire play area. Estimated Cost - ~12,000.00 

!Jete: School Department requests blacktop area for basket
ball, skating and tennis. 

The above requests were 2ll presented for con
sideration for the 1956 budget. Appropriations uere made for 
the !Tontclair H.ealty Trust Land and for installation of a drain 
at the Hi [;hlands Playc;round (no lateral drains.) 

The follovring items are also submitted for con
sideration for the 1957 Budget: 

1. Crystal Lake - Swimming Area - To construct a 
retainer wdl from the water's edge and on the property line 
to the line of the bathhouse building. To cut the bank and to 
regrade and sand this added beach area. 

2. Ne1rt.on Upper Falls - To remove the base of 
present tennis courts and to build blacktop courts with 1-mter
proof surfacing. 

3. NeHton Centre (Brewer Playground) - To con
struct blacktop Basketball Court area at the present dirt· court 
area. '-'!aterproof surfacing. 

4. Carr School - Blacktop walbmy to drinking 
fountain. Seal coat Blacktop area. To tlacktop ri[;ht of way 
from Calii'ornia Street to existing fence. 

Very truly 70urs, 

Recreation CoB~ssioner 
CEJ:cc 

Gopy to: Hayor Hovrard 'IJhitmore, Jr. 
Nr. Hillard S. Pratt, Coy,~ssioner of .Public Horks 
Hr. U. L Schiavone, City Engineer 
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Hr. Arthur Campbell 
Public Buildings Commissioner 
l!euton City Hall 
Nm·Jton Centre 59, Nass. 

Dear Hr. Campbell: 

December 12, 1956 

The Ne>·rton Recreation Commission respectfully 
recoiTIT>ends that construction of certain Public School Playgrounds 
be requested for 1957 and that the costs be met from Public 
Building Bonds. 

The follouing construction projects are most 
essential. 

1. Headowbrook Junior High School - Construction 
of a complete outdoor playfield and athletic plant. 

2. Countryside School- Construction of play
ground according to plan approved by School Co~mittee. 

3. Beethoven School - Construction of play
grot:nd according to plan approved by School ComlCJi ttee. 

4. Bowen School - Construct Kindergarten play 
area as originally planned. 

Very truly yours, 

Recreation CoccJ:'issioner 

CEJ:cc 

Copy to: Nayor HO>mrd v!hitmore, Jr. 
Hr. \-Iillard 5. fratt, Comnissioner of Public Harks 
Hr. U. 1:. Schiavone, City i>n£ineer 

I 
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Pomy League Plays on Saturd~ Afternoons at Childs Recreation 
Center and Newton Centre Playground House. 

Attendance- January 6- February 9 - 3,790. 

Basketball Clinic is scheduled for Childs Recreation Center 
during entire vacation week. 

Skating- Jan. 1 to Feb. 9. 
SJr.ating has been provided at the three pond areas and at 

12 flooded areas. 
Total Skating Days - Ponds 
Total Skating Days - Flooded areas 
Skating attendance 

Toboganning and Coasting. 
24 days-Attendance 

54 
163 

74,424 

6,642 

4. Budget Review-¥~or's Recommendations 
Final Budget Forms were presented with the allowances made by 
the Mayor. 
Mqyor's Recommendations reduced Commission Recommendations by 
$12,394.00. 

5. Special Projects for 1957 Report. 
Itemized information is submitted as addenda to the December 

meeting report which includes letters recommending special pro
jects for 1957. 

6. Budget Meeting with Finance Committee to be held on Saturday 
evening, March 2, 1957 at 8:00 P.H. in the Finance Committee 
Room. 

7. Next Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 18, 1957 at 
7:45 P.M. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 
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J:IFUTES OF TEE RECREATION COm·liSSION J.lEETHJG HELD ON r:mmAY, 

HARCH ltl, 1957 

Eembers present: 

Haj. William J. l1cCarthy 
Joseph Selden 
Jf;rs. Horthing 1. \'lest 
R. Victor Stout 
T. Frank Copp 
C. Evan Johnson, Co~ssioner 
Katharine L. Eo>~ard, ::.iecretary 

There >·;ere three guests present from the Lear:ue of Homen Voters 
Cormnittee on Recreation. Their purpose: To observe proceedings and 
hear discussions. They >~ere 1·1rs. Hilton Cohen, Chairman, J.!rs. Fogc and 
!irs. Rabinowitz. 

The minutes of the February meetin~ were approved as recorded. 

Nr. Johnson moved that the letters requesting playground 
construction work end buildinG construction for playGround purposes sent 
to His Honor, Hayor Hmmrd vJhitmore, Jr., Hr. Hillard S. Pratt, Cor:unissioner 
of Public Harks; Hr. Arthur Canpbell, Public BuildinGS Commissioner and· 
Er. Fran): Perkins, Street Corcmissioner, be made part of the record of 
the February meeting. 

Iiotion Has seconded and passed. 

Above letters are part of recorded minutes. 

l. Report on vlinter Schedules. 

a. Basketball - American Division Playoffs are complete. National 
A and B Divisions will start their playoffs next week. 
Teen Age Saturday Lear:ue will complete schedule on Saturday, 

!1arch 23. 

b. Indoor Programs - Children, 
Crafts, Games and Dan cine should be completed by April 12. 

c. Adult Groups are scheduled to J.!ay l. 

d. SkatinG terminated on Sunday, Feb. 24. 
Total attendance was 103,464 

e. Tobogannin~ ended in January - Attendance 6366 

2. Budget Review to Februar'J 28. 

Total Expenditures 
Total Labor Charge to Recreation 
Average Labor Charge per week 
Part-time Directors-to Harch 16 
Avera[;e per week 

~?35,589.18 
1G,452. 71 
1,677.52 
9,526.50 

866.05 
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This average is 8316.69 over the weev~y average of the 
first weeks of every year since 1948. 

Our problem is to meet the ever increasing demands for Recreation 
supervision with limitedcbllars. Practically all of our out-door urogram 
is governed by weather conditions. Skating activities this year was the 
heaviest in the last ten year period. 

There was reference to the Budget Heeting with the Finance 
Committee at which time the question of fees and charges was discussed. 

Our charges are as follows: 

Swirmnine 
Tennis 
Dancing 

Furniture Refinishing-Adults 
Hetalcraft 
Townline Pottery 

J. Progress Report -Albemarle Field House 

Heater unit has been installed. 

25 cents per season 
15 cents per season 

CLOD per term plus 50¢ party 

C5 .co per term 
~;4. 00 ner term 
(:6.00 per term 

assessment 

ReMaining work - Ceilings, Floors, Plumbing Fixtures, 
Grading & Seeding - Halkways. 

Completion Date is set for Eay l. 

4. Applications 

a. Camp Fire Girls - Voted to approve application to operate 
Day Camp for Newton ner~bers at Auburndale Playground during month of 
July under same regulations as in 1956. 

b. Waban Baseball Associates for Little Lea[;Ue Diamond at 
AnGier School. ComMission recommends that Commissioner make best arrange
ments possible to meet this request. 

c. St. Sebastian Country Day School - Voted to ahthorize 
perMit for use of Highlands Baseball Diamond for practice and games 
subject to our o~m needs for this area. 

d. Newton Centre Improvement Association - Request for re
location of bubbler to a place between the Regular and Little League 
Diamond >las denied unless time and budget allOl,lS for this change. 

e. Newton Central Little 
closure of Little Lea[(ue Dia"lond. 
};o action at this time. 

Lea[Ue - requests complete en-
T>m questions raised - Need and Costs. 

5. Newton City Leaeues - Baseball & Softball. 

Lear;ues. 
a. There must be a revision of By-laws and Rules for our City 

/ 
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Registration Forms 
Ace requirements should be spelled out 
Team membership requirements must be adhered to. 

There should be stronger player control con
cerning trading and releasing of players. 

Reco~~ended that study of this problem and new 
standards be drawn up and approved by leagues. 

b. Voted that Softball Leapues begin not before second 
Eonday in Hay. 

c. Voted that Baseball Lear:ues begin not before June lst. 

d. Suggestion made that we micht be able to arrange for 
cooperative use of Junior High and <'arochial School Uniforms through 
the organization of our Pony Leapues under a school membership plan 
and ;lith Hanar:ers from the P.T.A. or Alumni Groups of each school. 

iHl l~ason-Rice Scho~i~-----~--~---

Prelir~nBrJ Plan of new school was submitted for study. 
There was general discussion of the proposed lay-out. This inforr~

submitted in order that we might keep pace with the planning 
rogra;n. 

7. 1-!r:c. \·lest requested that 

1. Rules for proper tennis attire be adopted and that 
signs be posted. 

2. Proper dress be required of PlayGround Leaders. 
!TarE: Signs arc beinG made up re. tennis. Playground 

Leaders (Girls) ~.ust wear skirts and blouses. 
Playground Leaders (l-1en) must wear conventional trousers 

and shirts (T-shirts). 

ll. Voted that letter of appreciation of the services of John E. 
Lear:1·, Jr. as leader and supervisor be sent to Nrs. Leary and that 
a copy be spread upon the records of this meeting. 

9. Pictures of Recreation activity were shown after adjournment 
of the meeting. 

MeetinG adjourned at 8:50 P.E. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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I·1rs. John E. Leary, Jr. 
767 l·!atertmm st. 
Fest Newton 65, Eass. 

Dear Ers. Leary: 

!':arch 18, 1957 

The Ne\.rton Recreation Commission expresses its 
sincere sympathy to you in the recent death of your husband 
John E. Leary, Jr. 

Havinr; had the opportunity to ~rork <rith Hr. Leary 
and to kn01-r him as a member of the Recreation Departnent staff 
we fully realize the extent of his contributions to our 
conmunity. 

Jack has al1-:ays been a most helpful and loyal co
uorker, keen to observe the interests and needs of youth and 
always alert to assist our younr; boys in learning the fundamentals 
of American sport and the very inportant rPles of sportsman-
ship. His work in the Recreation Department has been a real 
contribution to a total pror;ran of recreation development and 
activity. His pleasant manner, his willinr;ness to Give of him
self to assist others and his desire to promote the best in all 
of us are a real measure of success in his chosen field. 

He in the Recreation Commission realize that we 
have lost a valuable Horker, a capable leader and a sincere nan. 

He do therefore spread upon the records of the 
Recreation Commission meetinG of Narch 18, 1957 a copy of 
this letter that it may serve as a GUide in, 11 of our efforts 
in the interest of the youth of our city and of our nation. 

VerJ truly yours, 

----------------------

-------·------

Chairman 
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:mmn:s OF THE RECREATION CO::J!ISSICN li:~~ETI!!G HEIJ) OH ;,;otiTJAY, 
APPJL 15, 1957 

!!embers present: !Iaj. vlillia':l EcCarthy, Chairnan 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
R. Vector Stout 
c. Evan Johnson, Co~~ssioner 
Hiss Kathnrine L. Ho11ard, Secretary 

1. 1'1inutes of the Harch Neeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Budget Review 

Budget Appropriations approved by the Board of Aldermen wtJre 
submitted. 

It was noted that-several items were reduced to ~inim~~ 
totals. 

Part-time Directors 
llcplacee1ent of Equipment 
Fencine and backstops 
l'!m" Construction 

3. Spring Season Supervision 

~66, 000 all01,18d 
7,000 allowed 
3,450.00 II 

2,500.00 II 

Schedule of Supervision on 12 playgrounds 11as submitted. There 
are lb Recreation Leaders assir:;ned. Supervision on l!on - Hed - Friday 
from 2:30 - 5:00 P.ll.; Tuesday and Thursday from 2:00- 5:00 P.l'. 
and Saturday A.E. from 9 A.H. - 12:00 noon. 

4. Little League 

There arc 5 Little Leagues operating in Ne1rton. Four of these 
Leagues have their play fields on City Playgrounds or Scl1ool Grounds. 

Each Little League has a Hiner League System or Farm System 
which involves constant use of Playgrounds and Baseball Fields. 

Request has been submitted to the IIayor and Board of Aldermen to 
all01,1 for the construction of dugouts at the 1-Tmrton North Field at 
Albemarle Playground. The !JC1,rton North Little League then •-rants to 
present the dugouts to the City of Newton. 

5. Ne,,,ton School Dept. -Health and Physical Education requests 
markings for 3 ElementarJ School teaC~s from each of 5 schools. 

6. !Iewton City Leac:ues. 

Or,;anizational Ecetinr:;s arc to be held starting on April 17. 
The managers will be requested to consider the following. 
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1. Baseball Leagues to start on June 1. 
2. Tean Registration and Rosters to be submitted 

be:fore League Play 
3. Reduction in schedule of Championship Play-off e;mnes 
4. Take steps to secure conplete uniforms 

?. Stagemobile- Community Recreation Service. -have made available 
their dra-:1atics proc;ram at a fixed fee of ~:75.00/day. 

Recreation Departroent is authorized to arran[e schedule and to 
char[e such fee as nay be necessary to defray costs of contract. 

Locations of Stagenobile Show left to discretion of Department. 

u. Grounds Construction. 

a. Emerson School to be in use by Hay 1. 
b. Spaulding School to be in use by Jf;ay 10. 
c. Albemarle Field House to be dedicated on l"~ay 4. 

9. l'eighborhood Center Dance Pro crmn. 

Host Ne>1ton Community Center requests that we relinquish our pro
gra'11 at Franklin School as it interferes with their pro cram. 

Problen was discussed as to ace levels, attendance, groups concerned 
and effectiveness of procrans. 

r:r. Johnson was instructed to inform the Hest Newton Community 
center that our program is essential to the Fraxrklin Sc.'lool area and 
that l"/8 cannot subscribe tot he suggestion that we are interferin::c 1-rith 
the proc::ram of the Vlest N'mton Cormouni ty Center. "" 

10. Request of Brimrner and 1-i<J,y Day Camp for permission to hold swimming 
classes at Crystal Lake ;;as denied. It was pointed out that any ca·11per 
resident in Neuton could make use of our facilities under the same condi
tions as ony other Hc>rton resident. 

Eeetinr; adjourned at 8:55 P .::. 

Uespectfully submitted, 

I 
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Ul!UTES OF Ri':CoU':ATION C Ol1Jn SSI ON l1EETIJ:G HELD 
OlJ l'ONlJAY, HAY 20, 1957 

Hembers present: r:aj. Vlilliam J. lkCarthy 
Hrs. Horthing Hest 
Er. T. Frank Copp 
lir. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R. Victor Stout 
!Ir. C. Evan Johnson 

Hinutes of the A~ril Neeting were approved as recorded. 

1. Report on Learrues. 

A. The problen of Lea[;Ue organization and membership uas 
discussed at two meetings with the Director o£' the Lea[;Ues and the 
Board of l·:anagcrs. 

The probelms for discussion 1-1ere 

1. Dates of openinG League Play. 

2. Dates for sul::ll'i tting rosters and last dates for en
rolling new tea~ members. 

The League Boards voted to begin play on the second 
Eonday in Hay ui th the roster dates set at the tine of the opening 
ga~e and the last date for enrolling new members as July 1. 

B. The ::ioftball Leaf"Ues Here organized under rules of 
previous years and have stnrted out Hith excellent results. 

c. Raytheon I'fg. Co. have orr;anized a 12 team Softball League 
and are playine their complete schedule at the Albemarle Playeround. 

2. Suml:ler Staff Personnel. 

60 v'lorkers have been assigned for the summer season. 33 
invitations have been mailed out to new workers. There are 9 vacancies 
at present. IJe are in need of mature r:1enmo cant:.,~ke charge of play
erounds and who can direct the work of other leaders. 

J. ::ipecial Projects -Budget and Capital Expenditure Items. 

Approved Items of Construction and fl~ounts 

a. Eontclair Playground ::14,ooo.oo 
To finish grade, loa.~ and seed. 

b. Boyd Park. 

To remove tennis court backstop and 
construct nultiple use l::lacktop play area ~~ 4, 000 .ou 
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c. ~tearns ~chool 

To regrade, loam and seed entire playground 
and to provide a multiple use blacktop 
basketball court. 

d. Crystal Lake 

To construct retaining Hall alone; railroad 
riGht of Hay and to cut and regrade the bank. 

e. CrJstal Lake Park Area 

To rebuild the retaining Hall from foot of 
BerHick Road to the Park area and to regrade 
as needed. 

f. Nc;rton Highlands Playground 

To install main drain and lateral drains 
at Dedham Street end. 

f• J.:eadoHbrook ~"liar !Iif)l r'ield 

h. Countryside ~chool Playground 

h. Development at Albemarle 

$12,000.00 

,,, 3,000.00 

~~ 6,000.00 

() 5,ooo.oo 

Disapproved 

l:eH Playground Fjeld House Has dedicated on Hay h at the open
ing of the Little Leasue Season. 

In order to meet the need for ::ioftball Fields for the Raytheon 
Softball Leasue, the maintenance division have recovered the entire 
lo;;er end of the playground by rutting and rolling the entire area. 
Four Softball Fields have been laid out. This area ho.s never been 
finish:graded and seeded. 

5. Tennis Court. 

Rc,ports of misuse and abuse of priiJ:iLlege have indicated 
necessity for extended supervision on Saturdays and Sundays at 
llet·rton Centre, Burr Playground and Nemon High School. 

It vras voted to fix the tennis permit fee at 50¢ for the 
season beGinning on June 1, 1957. 

It ;;as voted that supervisions hall be eiven at }Jmrton 
Centre, Burr Playr;round arrl l!e,rton Hich School Courts on Saturdays 
fran 1 - 6 P.ll. and on Sundays from 9 A.E. - 12 noon and from 
1 - 6 P.J.'. from June 1 to Sentember 15. 

I 
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6. Playcround U.S.A. 1-Jill depict l'Jmrton Playground activities 
on Thurs~ay, l!ay 23. TV shots Hill be shmm that evening. 

7. Co~munity Rccreatio~ ~erv~cc of Boston will present their 
Stagce1ot:ile Shou on Jul:r 23, 1957. - optional date - August tl. 

8. Camp J<'ire Girls have accepted Rules and Regulations r;overn
ing the use of part of Auburndale Playr;round for a Sumr1cr Day Canp 
Program during the month of July. (Attached at end of these 17Iinutes.) 

9. Voted to r;rant request of lle:rton Bo;rs' Club for pernission 
to oporate a DaY Ca-:~p at Allison Park durinc; S="".er of 1957. l'io 
permit to be drmm until dates and schedule arc submitted to the 
Recreation Cow~ssioncr. 

lO.J.Tr. Joseph !:ielden and Er. c. Evan Johnson have teen designated 
representatives to the Nevrton Corronuni ty Council. 

ll.P<::rt-'l'ir:le Directors Budget Account is not in good condition. 
Due to creatcr skatinG and 1·1inter sports procrmn and increased in
door center proc:ran, t·m td.ll have to ronsider a reouest to tho Board 
of Aldermen for additional funds. 

12. A letter of protest concerning the rrisuse of Cold Spring 
Playcroc:nd addressed to Jf;ayor Hot-rard 1-lhitr:toro, Jr. ;ras read. - The 
letter indicates lack of police protection and misuse of pri vilecc 
by our citizens. 

All drive entrances save Dunklee Street are to be closed and 
some barrier ;Jill te erected at the aqueduct 1-frlich t,>ill prevent 
entrance into the grounds after dusk. 

l-!eeting adjourned at 9:10 P.E. 

ilespe ctfully sutmi t ted, 
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ADDENDA December 17, 19)6 

The following Capital Improvements Projects referred to in letters 
made part of the minutes of this meeting were approved or disapproved 
by !{ayor HoHard l'lhitmore, Jr. in conference with l{r. Hillard S. Pratt, 
Commissioner of Public l'iorks, Hr. U. !!. Schiavone, City l:.ngineer, 
if:r. Harold IJ, Gores, ::.uperintendent of Schools, Hr. Arthur Ca'71pbell, 
.t'ublic buildings Co,.,missioner and Er. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation 
Comf:l.i ssioner. 

Letter to l!ayor Howard vihitmore, Jr., dated December 13, 1956 

I TEl! 

1. Horkshop & Storage Bldg. 
2. Auburndale Plgd. Bldg. 
3. lcoffatt Road - Field House 

ESTINATE: 

;,100' 000.00 
35,ooo.oo 

Disapproved 
Approved 
Disapproved 

Letter to Hr. vlillnrd S. Pratt - Dated December 13, 1956 

1. Harren Junior High School 
2. 11/eeks Junior high School 
3. l!nrton High School 
4. Auburndale Lighting 
5. Crystnl Lake - Park Area 
6. Crystal Lake - Hall & \ialkway 

(;2800.00 
6ooo.oo 
7000.00 
2000.00 
4ooo.oo 
6000.00 

(.'(Joo.oo - Approved 
Disapproved 
Disapproved 
Approved 
Disapproved 
Approved 

Letter to hr. Frank K. Perkins - dated December 13, 1956 

1. l:ontclair Realty Trust Land 
2. !Je,rton Hichlands Playground 
3. Albemarle Playground 
!, • lli chardson Playground 
5. Lyons PlayGround 
6. Angier PlaycrolJnd 
7. Angier Playground - Tennis 
L. Boyd Park· 
9. Victory Held 
lO.Stearns School 
11. Crystal Lake - \I all "- beach 
l2.Newton Upper Falls-Tennis 
13.Newton Centre Basketball 
l4.Carr School 

~320, cJOO. 00 
30,000.00 
15,000.00 
1,ooo.oo 

27,000.00 
12,500.00 
12,000,00 
10,200.00 
2,000.00 

12,000.00 
3,000.00 
5,000,00 
4,ooo.oo 
1,400.00 

(::14, 000 - Approved 
5,000 - Approved 

Disapproved 
Disapproved 
Disapproved 
Disapproved 
Disapproved 
t4000.00-Ap~roved 
Disapproved 
Approved 
Approved 
Disapproved 
Approved 
Disapproved 

Letter to Er. Arthur Carr:pbell - dated Decerrber 12, 1956 

1. l!eadO><brook Junior Hich Field 
2. Countryside School 
3. Beethoven School 
4. Bowen School-Kindergarten 

':'150' 000.00 
30,000.00 

9,375.00 

Disapproved 
Disapproved 
Disapproved 
Disap:oroved 
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MEETING OF THE RECREATION C OMNISSION HELD ON MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 18, 1957 

Members present: Major William J. McCarthy 
Nrs. Worthing L. West 
Nr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Miss Katharine Howard, Secretary 

Meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.l-1. 

1. Minutes of the December Meeting were approved. 
Notice is taken of 2ddenda to December minutes recording action 

taken by Mayor's Conference Committee consisting of Mayor Howard 
vJhitmore, Jr. Mr. Willard S. Pratt, Commissioner of Public Works, 
Mr. Arthur Campbell, Public Buildings Commissioner, Mr. tlarold B. 
Gores, Supt. of Schools, Mr. u. M. Schiavone, City Engineer, Mr. Frank 
Perkins, Street Commissioner and Mr. c. Evan Johnson, Recreation 
Commissioner on Special Projects for 1957 of Budget and Capital Ex
penditures Program. 

2. Reference was made to the Annual Board V~mbers Dinner of the Mass. 
Recreation Association held at the Haridor Restaurant in Framingham 
Centre held on January 15th, 1957. Judge Frankland W. L. Miles was 
the speaker of the evening. His topic "Recreation, a Community 
Necessity in a Changing World". 

3. Report· of Winter Program Activities. 
Neighborhood Centers 

Activities Dancing 
Girls' Crafts 
Boys' Crafts 
Furniture Refinishing 
Boys Games 
Hetal Craft 
}lothers 1 Craft 
Girls Games 
Basketball 
Townline Pottery 
Teen Age Dance Party 

Total No. ·of Sessions 
Attendance 
No. of Workers Employed 

385 
10,208 

25 

15 
10 Classes or Groups 
ll 
8 
1 

14 
3 
2 
7 

15 
2 
2 

The Emergency School Schedule which created the one session program 
on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays from Jan. 16 to the February vacation 
created difficult problems of programming and scheduling. Many of our 
instructors and leaders could not rearrange schedules to be at the Centers 
at a 2:30 O'clock starting time. New Schedules and programs had to be 
arranged on short notice. 

Basketball. 
Four City leafUeS are in operation consisting of 30 teams. 

American and National League teams pla.v at night at Bigelow Junior High 
and the Childs Recreation Center. 

I 
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II[ 13. Special Permits Fire Permits (for Cook-outs) must be obtained 
from Fire Dept. Headquarters. 
Tennis Permits may be secured at Recreation 

Office, City Hall. 
Swimming Fermi ts - (for Crystal Lake) may be 

secured at C~Jstal Lake. 

Counsellor Staff will be expected to wear Skirts 
and Blouses (or equivalent). Shorts and halters 
may not ce worn by staff members. 

15. Identification Marker The Can~ Fire Girls may set up one Identification 
Harker (Flag or Sign) at the c~ site. 

The acove regulations cover the general and specific conditions for the 
use of part of Auburndale Playeround by the Newton Camp Fire Girls. Other 
conditions of use requiring attention are to be aereed upon betHeen the 
Recreation Conmissioner and the Director of the Camp. 

The Recreation Commissioner reserves the right at any time to terminate 
the Newton Camp Fire Girls' Day Camp PerJl'j_t for failure to comply with any 
of the foregoing regulations or for failure to operate the Day Camp in a It:'"""'" •oooptiblo to tho Roooo•tioo '""'''''"' 

Date~/~ di/ 

I 

.c;~ 
Director - C~ Fire Girls --

Greater Boston Council 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION CCl1!1ISSION }!EETING HELD ON JUNE 24, 1957 

Members present: Major William J. McCarthy 
Mrs. Worthing L. West 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. c. Evan Johnson, CommisSioner 
Miss Katharine L. Howard, :Se,cretary 

Meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.M. 
i 

Minutes of the May meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. STAFF 
! 

A - Appointment of Recreation Supervisor General 
! 

Recommend that Provisional Appointment 'ror six month period be made 
beginning July 1, 1957. This appointment is authorized and approved by 
Civil Service pending the holding of open competitive examination under 
direction of Civil Service. ! 

I 

Recommended that James E. Murphy be appointed to this position and 
be placed at salary level of Group 13, Step 2 'of the Classification plan 
as amended by pay adjustment plan approved beginning April 1, 1957. The 
pay rate is $4850.00 per year. 

1 

I 

Mr. Murphy is a former member of the Recreation Commission and has 
been employed in the administrative department for the past two years. He 
is a High School graduate and has had two semesters of College Work. He 
was a leader in promoting and organizing the Newton Little Leagues. He 
has a strong interest in Recreation and Sports and has shown ability in 
promoting recreation programs and activities. Commission voted to approve 
appointment as recommended. 

B - Summer Staff Lists were presented and approved. 
i 

There are 29 new workers listed with five vacancies listed at present. 
! 

There are also listed 16 Lifeguards and 9 Bathhouse Attendants - an 
increase over previous years. 

2. LEADERSHIP ACCOUNT 

Explanation was made of the increased costs for leadership over the 
first half year. Recommended and approved to i request $3500 additional 
for part-time directors account to cover the costs for the year. 

3. Commercial Casualty Insurance Co. has proposed a program of accident 
insurance for children during the playground season at the rate of $1.00 
per person. 

Commission voted to inform agent that Newton does not plan insurance 
program this year. 
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4. REPORT ON SWH!!-!ING 

Record attendance from June 15 to June 22, a period of eight days 
totalled 20,085. 

Approximate ticket sales - 1600 in schools the first week in June. 
5!JOO sold at Crystal Lake during the first week. 

Recommended that Commission give consideration to the need for 
increasing the costs of permits. We should be able to pay our way at 
Crystal Lake. 

Discussion of needs for increased swimming facilities. Several 
possible sites were considered. It was agreed that the Commission should 
not at this time name a specific location. 

It was voted that a communication be forwarded to His Honor, 
Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. requesting that plans be formulated for the 
construction of additional swimming facilities to be ready for the season 
of 1958. 

5. WRIGHT CUP TENNIS TRYOUTS COMMITTEE, request for use of Newton Centre 
Tennis Court on July 3rd, 9 A.M. - 4 P.M. was granted. 

6. UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY ASSOCIATION of Newton and Wellesley request for 
use of a portion of Newton Centre for a Day Camp Program for this summer 
season was approved. 

7. NEWTON BOlS' CLUB request for the use of Allison Park for a Day Camp 
during the month of July was approved under the same rules and regulations I 
which obtained during the 1956 season. 

8. Mrs. West requested that steps be taken to eliminate 

A. Beer Drinking by players and spectators at ball games. 

B. Driving of Cars on Playgrounds 

9. Meeting adjourned at 8:40P.M. 

lO.Next meeting will be held on Sept. 23 instead of regular scheduled 
date of Sept. 16. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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;IHH.JTtS 0? R.ciCR:SA'l'IO!f CCJ'lliSSIC!; I:C:E'lT!;G HElJJ CIT ];OJrJAY, SEPT. 2), 15!57 

Kembers present: l!aj. vJillimn J. HcCarthy, Chairman 
Hrs. 1··orthing L. lJest 
l!r. T. Frank Copp 
Nr. Joseph Selden 
Er. R.. Victor Stout 
l·!r. C. Evan Johnson, Com.'llissioner 

The neeting was called to order at 7:45 P.!-1. 

I 

The minutes of the JunG 24, 1957 meeting 1-rere approved as recorded. 

l. Heview of the S=er Progrmn 

A. SHim'lling - Total Attendance 
June 15 thru June 22 
June 15 to August 2 
August 7 to September 2 i 

Daily Average-June 15 - Aug. 2 
Daily Average Aug. 7 to Sept. 2 

! 

i 

74810 
20085 
65470 

9340 
1336 
346 

Crystal Lake Has our only supervised SHi=ing area. He opened t-Jith 
a staff of 9 full-time lifer;uards, 6 part-time' life guards, l leader 
responsible for First Aid and o Bathhouse Attendants. 

The early :oeason attendance indicated that -.re uould have a record
brea<:ing attendance f' or the year ui th 20, OS 5 in the first eight days. 

The Health Department ordered the beach area closed on August 2d, 
due to poor HatGr test results Hith a too high probable bacteria count. 
The beach >eas reopened on August 7 1dth the full approval of the Health 
Department. From this date to the end of the season, the Hater tests 
Here most satisfnctory and there uas no sun:estion of pollution at any 
time. Hm·:ever, attendance did not pick up and He had limited attendance 
from August 7 to the end of the season. 

The summer sGason ope ned on July l ui th a staff of 92 leaders 
operating on 31 playgrounds. 18 of these playgrounds Here open rr.orning, 
ai"ternoon and evenirg. 13 of the playerounds uere open mornint; :md 
ai"ternoon only, Eomlay thru Friday. 

The general program oonsisted of regulcr inter-playground com
petitions betcreen all pl2yrrounds. 

Baseball lea5ues >:ere divided on the basi's of ac;c levels and 
districts. There t-Jere three district leagues for midgets - age G-12 
and three district leae;ues for Juniors aee 13-14. The Championship 
teams in each district played a round robin sine>le elirrination tourmunent 
to decide the City Champions. - The Champions 1;ere honored at their Field 

83 



84 
!Jays with championship Certificates. The Junior Cha'npions 1-rere the 
r:e1rton Highl&nd.s team. The l:id.get Cha-r.pions uere the Franklin School 
tearn. 

Each temn cmtered in the Cha'Tlpionship play-offs selected one 
player as the most representative and most valuable. These players 
were honored guests with their fathers at the City Lea cues Banquet and 
each boy received an Autoc;raphed Red Sox baseball. 

Girls' Softball Tournament 

There <ms a two day competition at Neuton !lien School Field. All 
playgrounds uere invited to participate. There ,,Jere 11 teams entered 
in the Tournament. Victory Field was the <!inner. Championship Certi
ficates uere awarded to the 1dnners. 

Playground Tennis Tournament 

There were junior and senior c;roups for both boys and girls. There 
;rere over oO entries. The tournamsnt "as under the direction of riss 
Joan Lafford. Competition >ras excellent. Trophies ;rere m,rarded to 
1-ri.nncrs and runner-ups. 

Girls' Crafts. - Under the direction of Niss Forbush and 
Donnely. There >rere =ny neu projects introduced this year. 
beginning of t.loe year there was a one day training institute. 
procrrun was carried out at practically no cost to the City. 

Hiss 
At the 

This 

Boys' Craft - eras under the direction of !1r. Hall'il ton. '1'here 
were more completed projects this year with a good return on purchase of 
supplies. This proc;rmn affords excellent opportunity for boys to 
learn the basic principles of the use of hand tools. 

Craft Strip progra'T! was under the direction of !''iss S;rartz. There 
>ms an excellent carry over interest from last season. This program 1ms 
carried on at no cost to the City 11ith a car:rJ-OVer inventory available 
for next season. 

General Program 

There 11ere many options and interests. 

Lvenin:; group games 1Jere very popula,·. 

Coolc-outs, local picnics 211d record hops Here rerc,·lar activities. 

Hed Sox dreu over 900 children. 

Children's theatre gave t>ro performaces at the High School Field. 
Excellent attendance and interest. 

Leadership - the leader c;roup 1ms very effective ancl proved 
one of our finest groups. Their proGram planninc; "t'Jas excellent. 
of our ne1r younger leaders had a very excellent enthusiasm. 

to be 
Eany 
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2. Outline of Fall Pro £Tam. 

Boyd Park Er. Scully s afternoons 
Ers. 'roher 3 afternoons 

Carr School 1Trs. Halcott c: afternoons -Stearns School J!r • Per as s f!fternoons 
Aucurndale Hr. Buttenrorth s afternoons-plus Sat ?:. Sun. 
Cabot Nr. Harrington s afternoons-plus bat A.!!. 
Franklin Hr. Fitzpatrick 5 afternoons 
•.-:·ellin~ton Fr. Reilly s afternoons-plus Sat A. l'~. 
HaHthorn !· .. ~r • Har.ri.lton 5 afternoons & even.-Sav:~sun. 
Burr 1:r. Boker 5 &fternoons 

I !iss Andersson 5 afternoons-Sat & Sun 
llr. Thread::;old 5 evel'l.ings 

J'e;rton Centre l:r. Kin care 5 afternoons 
l~r. Greig Snturday & Sunday 

Upper Falls Er. Kempainen 5 afternoons 

'l'his proc:ra:-:1 calls for heavier evening supervision cmcl some Saturdays 
<:!Tic Sundays. This is on ezperiment to try to ~cnbat the tendencies 
toHard vandalism. 

3. Fees <:nd Charges - The f olloc·ring schedule 1..as recoYr.c,ended and aporoved 
beQ_nninz with the fall pro[rcon (1957) a11d sub,ject to the apnroval of 
the I :a:ror. ! 

I 

ACTIVITY EE ! 

(1) Furniture Refinishinc (Adults 
(2) l:etalcraft (Acults) 
(3) Tmmline Pottery (Acults) 
(l,J Dcncinc (Beginners) 

5th t: 6th crades 

( SJ Skating 
( 6) 'l'oCoggcminG 

( 7) tennis 

( ···) S1·ril".:dnc 

( S') Picnics (Aucurndde) 

I 

(;d .uo semester 
6.00 seo:ester 

12.00 se01cster 
Old Classes - ~;2 .00 
Eeir Classes - ::;5 .oo 

4.00 
.So p~rl"i t-Season 
.so rental 1 hour 

plus 
:olus 
plus 

.:)0 uSe Olm tot:oggan 

SO¢ 
50¢ 
$0¢ 

party 
party for 30 
party for ltO 

.SO permit-Season thru High School 
l. 00 perl"i t-season-adul ts . 
• ;;o Season permit thru High School 

1.00 oeason pe~oit for Adults 
.10 Acbission fee if no perrri.t 
before July lst. l'o actroission after 
July :1st 1Tl thout perri t • 
• SO ,{ental Fireplace t: Site 
.25 'dood sup~·_:ly 

J•ote: r:ayor 1·Jhitmore ho.s approved tf;is schedule Sspte,,ber 26, 1957 

4. Voted to c;rf!Dt pcti tioner leave to >ri thdraH that the necreC!tion 
Cmrmission release land on Christina Street i'o:c :"ale. 

5. Voted to grant petitioner leave to wi thrlr<:m in regard to installation 
of lightinc, at Allison Park either by the City or Petitioner. 

The Co-:-1r:1issioner 1.-;as 
-...rieu of the f net thc:t the 
that it tJould be >riser to 

i 

instructed to info= the petitioner that 
City is v-rorkins; on a Cc:pital Im-;;rover:::ont 
ccai t for report on that plan. 

in 
Plan 
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t. Sun:--.ar~/ of Lon;:; l1ange f'rorram subPlitted by the Tie creation 
Co·~"T"issioner to the l1a,Yor1 s Capit2l Inprovcr:ent Procrc:r1 Director lTBS 

presented c.nd nadc part of this record, 

It vJas voted to aH<Ji t the report of Fr. Dovrn :i.n re8ard tot his 
progra.-r:1 Hi th the recont"!.endation tl1at the rcrort shall l::e the result 
of coni'ercnce bet·t-Jcen this departrrient QnC. the I"-Ia;:;-or' s Director. 

7, Voted to ap:orove requsst fo"" adc'j, tional appropriation in the 
follmring budr:et accounts, as follot1s: 

a, Part-'L< rr:e Directors 
b • :nti nten o.nce 
c, School Depart:rccnt Trnnsfer 
d. l!e1-r Equi pr::.ent 

u, Voted to cpproye reconmendation that: 

~coo.oo 
1000.00 

600,00 
2)0.00 

a. viork be done to inprove baseball field and arche:rJ ranee 
at l:nrton Centre, 

b, Request be nadc for cor:Jpletion of developT'!ent of Albemarle 
graCing n:r.d seeding to •;-:·aterto,.,m Street end that this section te made 
usual::le for an Archery !ianr;e. 

The meeting uas adjourned at 9:35 O'.l:, 

;(espectfully sulcmitted, 

I 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION C0!1NISSION ~lEETING HEIJJ ON NONDAY EVENING 
OCTOBER 21, 1957 

!1embers present: Maj. William J. McCarthy, Chairman 
Mrs, Worthing L. West 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Miss Katharine L. Howard, Secretary 

Meeing called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Mr. Stout had called in to be excused as he had to attend a special meet-
ing as speaker. I 

!1inutes of the September meeting were approved as recorded, 

1. Report on Halloween Pla.'l.ning. 
' 
' 

All units are organized. All Corr.mittees' have been formed. Com-
plete schedule of parties m thSponsor' s taes Win be mailed during the 
week. Receipts from sale of tickets and from'contributions and dona
tions through the Chamber of Connerce are approximately the same as last 
year. 

2. Indoor Centers. 

Complete schedule as to location, activity and leadership for the 
neighborhood center program was available. Group activity will begin 
the week of November 4. Furniture Refinishing, Townline Pottery, and 
Metal Craft Classes have already started. I 

! 

Ne~lton Highlands A.A. group will meet on' vJednesday evening to plan 
and organize their winter program, 

I 

I 

Dancing Classes have been organized. Of, the four new groups re
questing classes, only one has secured registration. The other three 
have failed to organize, One replacement group has been organized at 
the Angier School. ! 

Pay Schedules and Fees submitted to the Mayor have been approved 
and are effective with this season, 

There are listed 81 Activity Groups not including private groups 
for basketball and games. 

3. Construction Projects. 

a. Request for $1000.00 maintenance funds for Bullough's Pond 
VI arming House and Newton Centre Track was cut, back to $600.00. · Bullough' s 
Pond Building has been repaired and painted. ' The work at Ne~tton Centre 
has been partially c ompleted. 

81 



b. Work has been started by Street Dept. on the wall a djacent to 
the railroad tracks at the Crystal Lake Beach. 

Atoll in the Cove has been dug out and the fill removed to New
ton Centre to raise the level of the area between Hammond Brook and the 
Aqueduct. 

c. Stearns School Playground - Regraded and ready for seeding. 
Blacktop area has been constructed and seal coated. 

d. Boyd Park - Tennis courts are being leveled. Blacktop court 
will be constructed. 

e. Levi-Warren - Blacktop surfacing will be constructed immediately 
off entrance dri vewa,y. Basketball Backboards will be installed. 

f. Hoffatt Road Playground has been graded and will be seeded 
before frost. 

g. Newton Centre -With proposed construction of Hasan Rice School, 
it is recommended that Archery Range sod be .stripped and used for the 
outfield of the Newton Centre Baseball Diamond and for resodding Base
ball Infields at Hest Newton Common, Newton Upper Falls and Cabot Park 
in whatever order is deemed advisable. 

Newton Archers will have to make use of some other field. 

4. Long Range Planning. 

Fall Meeting of the Newton Community Council was held at the 
Claflin School on Thursday evening, October 17, 1957. Mr. Charles 
Downs, who is consultant for the. City of Newton, on the problem of 
City Planning was the featured speaker. His discussion was general 
in character and indicated underlying and contributing factors for the 
need of Planning. 

He indicated 5 Community Characteristics. 

a. Vigor 
b. Understanding 
c. Metropolitan l'd.ndedness 
d. Frugality 
e. Vigilance 

These must be studied and understood if we are to develop a plan 
of growth. 

He indicated 9 reasons for Newton's need of. planning. 

a. Available Land is lessening 
b. Intermi~ure of Land Uses 
c. Housing in bli thed stage 
d. Automobile 
e. Plateau in development 
f. Gradual Maturity of growth 
g. Demands for more services 
h. Obsolescence and Age 
i. Change 

I 

I 

I 
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At a meeting of the Agency Executives Group of the Community 
Council on Friday, Mr. Down discussed various stages of planning, 

There has been no concrete plan developed as yet for the Recreation 
Department Long Range Projects. 

' 
' 5. !1r. James LYnch, Director of Recreation in Brookline requested our 

consideration of joint promotion for an M.D. C. Skating Rink on M.n.c, 
Land near the Harr~ond Pond Area. Will we joi~ with Brookline in this 
promotion. 

i 

Voted that the Commissioner should confer with Mayor Howard 
Whitmore, Jr, on this matter, that we should indicate definite Newton 
interest and request the Mayor's serious consideration of and approval 
of the plan to work torether with Brookline on this project, 

I 

6, UNICEF has again promoted trick or treat contributions through our 
schools for Halloween Night, Each school has been assigned one U~~CEF 
collector at e·ach of. the Halloween Parties. The funds so collected are 
to be used for the work of UNICEF overseas and in foreign lands. 

' 

7. Budget Considerations- Special Budget nee~s for 1958 will be con
sidered along with Capital Improvements Plan at our regular budget 
meetings. 

tJ. Conference Report - Report material and data on Long Beach, California 
Recreation was available for study. A general report was made on the 
Conference.Particular stress was placed on 

a. Development Programs in the West 
b. Institute on Recreation Ad~nistration. 

9. Meeting adjourned at 9:15 P;M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

89 
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MINUTE:> OF RECREATION C0!1t1ISSION HELD ON NOVEMBER 25, 1957 

Y~mbers present: Major vlilliam J. McCarthy, Chairman 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Mrs. Worthing .L. West 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. c. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
}tiss Katharine L. Howard, ~ecretary 

Mr. T. Frank Copp was unable to be present because of an infected foot. 

}tinutes of the meeting held on October 21 were approved as recorded. 

#1 - Proposal of Joint l!eeting uith Brookline Recreation Commission to dis
cuss problems of Mutual interest and affected by M.D.C. development plans 
was discussed. 

Hr. Johnson was instructed to arrange to meet with Mr. James J. Lynch, 
Director of Recreation for the Town of Brookline to determine the areas of 
mutual interest and to report back to this commission. 

Further meetings are a possibility depending on the report of the 
Commissioner on the meeting with Mr. Lynch. 

2 - Halloween Report. 

The Neighborhood Center Budget Account has a balance of about $7.00. 
All bills charged to the City of Newton have been paid. 

The Newton Halloween Committee Account will have spent approximately 
C3700.00. There will be a balance for the 1958 parties for organiza_tion 
and Chairman's Funds of approximately $3000.00. 

Final stateroont will be made at the end of 1957. 

3 - rlinter Schedules 

a. The Winter Schedule for Neighborhood Centers is complete. Copies 
of Schedules will be forwarded to each member of the Commission. 

b. Skating Permit Buttons will be used for the 1958 season. It is 
planned to arranee for checking of shoes at Auburndale if we can secure tho 
installation of lighting in the second wing of the building. 

c. Multiple Use pl~ areas have 
flooded when weather is cold enough. 
areas if conditions are right. 

all been seal coated and will be 
There should be skating at 12 flooded 

d. Newton City Basketball Leagues will begin on January 6 at the Bigelow 
Junior High School. 

e. Of the 4 schools who requested the introduction of Beginners Ball 
Room Dancing, only the Cabot School followed through with an organized 
group. Cabot School has 2 dance classes because of high registration. 

I 

I 

I 
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Franklin School has an additional class and the Hyde School has started 
a new class. Countryside, Oak Hill and Angier Schools did not organize 
dance groups because of lack of interest. 

4 - Golf Instruction. 

}',r, James Harrigan of Waltham requested that this departrr.ent inaugurate 
a Golf Clinic, Newton to be the sponsor. Fee to be t5.00 for a 6 week course. 
Each class to last 1 hour. 

Commission voted to withhold action until
1

such time as we were certain 
that there was a real need for this proeram. Suggested that Mr. Johnson 
visit some Golf Clinics and watch them in operation and report to the 
Commission at a later date. 

5 - Newtonville Fire Station. 
' I 

At the request of Mayor ~~tmore, Mr. Johnson is to investigate the 
possible use of the Newtonville Fire Station on Washington St. as a Recrea
tion v/orkshop. 

NOTE: Inspection has been made and the R~creation Department does 
not want this building. It is obsolete, inadequate and will cost a minimum 
of ~20,000 to put it into proper condition for,use. 

' 

6 - Presentation of Preliminary Budget for 1958 

SL1}!t1ARY 

ITEM 
Recreation Commissioner 
Supervisors 
Full Time Directors 
Part Time Directors 
Clerical Assistance 
Recreation Foreman 
Temporary Clerk 
Office Expense 
Equipment Haintenance 
Automobile Allowance 
Maintenance 
Replacement of Equipment 
Care & Alterations School Grounds 
Travel Expense 
School Department Transfer 
New Equipment 
Neighborhood Centre Expense 
Fencing & Backstop 
Construction-Hawthorn Backstop 
New Construction 
!1ultiple Use Courts-Maintenance 
Pensions 
Playground and Playfield Construction 

i 

1957 I TOTAL 
7801.?0 

19732;81 
11993~07 
668oo;oo 
6917~36 
4914;18 
689;48 

1100.00 
4700.00 
18oo;oo 
90594~93 
7ooo;oo 
15728~95 

500,00 
5100,00 
7650.00 
2000.00 
345o;oo 

2500.00 
2000,00 
11882~98 

27395$.66 

1958 TOTAL 
7900.00 

20923.56 
12300.00 
78232,00 

7120.22 
5100.00 
689.48 

1550.00 
4875.00 
2250.00 

95090.00 
8324.00 

18000,00 
400,00 

5100.00 
10535.00 
2500.00 

13740.00 

4150.00 
11500,00 
13877.95 
10000.00 

334057.21 
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NOTE: This budget reflects no pay increases beyond the pay 
schedule as approved in 1957, 

There is a request for 2 additional maintenance personnel. 

Analysis and Evaluation of the proposed budget was made and the 
Commission voted to approve this budget as the Preliminary Budget for 
1958 and voted that it be submitted to Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. 

7 - Smith House - Newton Centre. 

Mrs. vlest presented the facts concerning the proposal to re-zone 
the property at the corner of Centre St. and Tyler Terrace, Rezoning 
this area to business will provide only one additional business unit, 
It will encroach on H.D.C, property. It will eliminate an historic site. 
It will cause additional traffic hazards to playground groups, 

11rs, West suggested that we give serious consideration tot his 
problem both as individuals and as members of the Recreation Commission 
and that we voice our opinions based on our analysis, 

}leeting adjourned at 9:40 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

MINUTES OF RECREATION CO!-t!ISSION HEETHG HELD CN HOliDAY 
DECEl·lBER 16, 1957 

Hembers present: }!ajar Hilliam J, EcCarthy 
Mrs. Horthing L. Hest ! 

Mr. T. Frank Copp 
}T, Joseph Selden 
Hr. c. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Hiss Katharine 1. Howard, Secretary 

11inutes of the November !1eeting were approved as recorded, 

1, Budget - 1958 

Due to ~~e plan to develop a new Budget System final reVlslons and 
totals of the proposed 1958 Budget cannot be submitted at this time. 

The following comments and reco~~endations are made of record, 

a. Recommend re-evaluation of wages and salaries, Hold our budget 
requests open for change and so voted. 

b, School Department Transfer - recom:nended that we hold this item 
open pending the establishment of new pay rates for custodians, 

i 

c. Neighborhood Centre Expense - Request shall be held at e"25UO,UO, 
Over half of the total cost of the Halloween Parties was paid from 
the Halloween Corm:littee Account. Receipts from contributions 
were not as high as in 1956, 

d. Fencing and Backstops - Added the following: 
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(1) Richardson Playground - 600 ft. of fencine- at :;tiJ/foot - ~2400,00. 
(2) Auburndale - Forest Grove & Private Property - bOO ft. of 

fencinE at ~4/foot - 3200, ' 

e. J1ultiple Use Courts Maintenance - Item #4. High School Hard-top 
Courts to rebuild and seal-coat shall be deleted because this 
should be part of Caoital Improvements outlay, 

' 

2. Progress Report on Long Range Planning. 
I 

General Heeting of Board of Aldermen and Department Heads was called by 
Ma,yor Hhi tmore at which time Mr. Down made a preliminary report on a Newton 
Lonr, Range Plan. 

The Proposed 
follmd.ng totals: 

195tJ 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
Later 

Capital Improvements Plan for Recreation sets forth the 

tt227,500,UO 
217,500,00 
232,500.00 
135,000.00 
100,000,00 

97,500,00 
3,787,500,00 to be studied .~th School Dept. Projects 

and Community vii de needs, 
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J. Newtonville Fire Station 

Complete inspection and survey of the Old Newtonville Fire 
Station as a possible Recreation Storage and Workshop has been made. 

Repairs and necessary changes will require an expenditure of some 
$20,000.00, and the building will then be too small. 

Recommended and approved that we reject this site as a possible 
Recreation shop and so inform 11ayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. 

4 - Review of 1958 Budget. 

The Recreation Department should turn back to the Treasurer about 
(f6UUU.OO in unexpended funds. 

5 - Newton Centre Playground Project. 

The total cost to this Department a~ounts to ~6425.61. There will be 
additional expenditures in 1958 for seeding the old Garden site of about 
:J?Joo.uo. 

6 - Heetinr:; with Brookline Recreation Department Representatives, Hr. 
!zynch, Director of Recreation and Hr. Sewell, Chairman of the Commission 
was held to discuss possible H.D.C. expansion for Swimming and Skating 
in the Newton-Brookline Area. 

Question has been left open and there is suggestion that joint 
cooperation between two communities will lead to favorable action by the 
H.D.C. 

7 - Copy of letter to Hr. Willard S. Pratt and Proposals for Capital 
Expenditures Projects in 1958 are made a part of this record. 

Heeting adjourned at ~:55 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 

I 

I 
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V~. Willard S. Pratt 
Director of Public Works 
City Hall 
Newton Centre, Mass. 

Dear Hr. Pratt: 

COPY 

December 23, i957 

The attached list of Capital Expenditures Projects 

for the Recreation Department in the year 195tl is submitted 

for your attention. 

In each case you will note that any project re-
' 

quested for 1957 has the estimate of cost indicated on the 

first line. 
i 

In such cases, >.hen a portion of a project has been 

completed, the estimate of cost will be less than indicated for 
' 

1957. 

No new projects are submitted ~or 1958, but there 

are s orne additions to listed projects of 1957 ~ 

CEJ:KH 
Enc. 

Very truly yours, 

Recreation Commissioner 
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CAPITAL EXPE}illiTURES PROJECT~ - 195e 

ITEH 

l. };ewton Hiehlands Playground 
Install lateral drains 5,ooo.uo 
New Work 

Establish proper grades and fill $25,ooo.oo 
Construct 3 hard-top tennis courts-corner 
of Dedham Street & Upland Ave. - Install 
drain and seal coat surface. Enclose with 
standard chain link tennis court backstop. 
Remove old tennis courts-Establish proper grades 

and fill. 
Loam entire additional area and seed. 

2. Albemarle Playground 
Grade and seed remainder of play area to the 
Watertown Street end. 

3. Richardson P~ayground 
Construct bituminous concrete sidewalk from 
Allen Avenue to Beethoven Avenue adjacent to 
abutter's property line. 

4. Lyons P ~ayground 
Install drains from Forest Grove Road to causeway. 
Establish grades- fill, loam and seed. (He should 
keep all the trees that we can). 

5. Angier Playground 
Establish proper grades from rear of tennis courts 
to railroad property line. ~et drains if necessary. 
Loam and seed entire area, Install fence (about 400 ft) 
along Dorset Road abutter's property. 
Convert clay courts to hard-top with proper drains 
and seal coat for use as winter skating area. 

6, Boyd Park 
Regrade, loam and seed play area from driveway at 
school to the new multiple use hard-top courts area. 

7. Victory Field 
Remove tennis courts - Grade, loam and seed. 

e. Upper Falls 
Re-construct tennis courts to black-top. 

9. Newton Centre 
Construct black-top basketball court and multiple 
use area at present dirt court. 

ESTIMATE 

$30,000.00 I 

15,oou.uo 

1,ooo.oo 

27,ooo.uo 

I 
24,5oo.uo 

5,oou.uo 

2,000.00 

s,ooo.oo 

4,ooo.uo 

I 
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10. Carr School 
Black-top to f ountain 
Black-top right of way to California Street. 
Seal Coat present area in back of school. 

11. Crystal Lake 
Rebuild retaining wall, build sidewalk, 
re-grade and seed to foot of park area. 

12. Weeks Junior High 
Black-top basketball court area adjacent 
to tennis courts. Build complete fence en
closure. 

13. Newton High School 
Regrade and rebuild the black-top tennis 
courts and skating area adjacent to Hull Street. 

14. Headowbrook 
Grade, loam and seed additional ten acres. 

15. Hontclair Playground 
Construct baseball diamond 
Install backstop 
Fence entire area 
Install water line and drinking fountain 

97 

$1,400.00 

4,ooo.oo 

6,000.00 

7,000.00 

150,000.00 

19,000.00 
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l·~NUTES OF RECREATION COHMISSION MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 1958 

Hembers present: Hrs. Horthing L. \'lest, Chairman 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R. Victor Stout 
Hr. c. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Miss Katharine Howard, Secretary 

1. The minutes of the December meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Election of Chairman. 
On motion, duly made and seconded, Mrs. Worthing 1. West was elected 

Chairman of the Recreation rormussion effective January 21, 1958. 

3. It was voted that a resolution be drawn up recognizing the services of 
Major Vlilliam J. McCarthy as member and chairman of the Commission, that 
the resolution be spread upon the records oft his Commission and that a 
copy be sent to Mrs. McCarthy. Mrs. rlest agreed to prepare the Resolution 
for adoption. 

4. A letter from Massachusetts Recreation Association expressing regret 
at the death of Major McCarthy was read. Voted to ma~e this letter a 
part of the records of this meetine; and that a copy be sent to Mrs. 11cCarthy. 

5. It was Voted to table a request of Memorial School P.T.A. for flood
light at tennis courts at 11emorial School. 

b. Action on appointment of a Newton Representative to the Governor's 
Citizens Participation Committee deferred until further information was 
available as to meetine; time, duties and functions of the Committee. 
Hr. Johnson was instructed to secure necessary information. 

7. The application of Mrs. J1uriel Margolis for a position as Dramatic 
Story Teller in our Program was held to be more in keeping with our 
s~~er program. Mr. Johnson was instructed to explore this possibility 
with Hrs. Margolis. 

8. Activities Report. 
Dancing - 13 classes 
Beginning January 1958, all classes will pay $2.00 membership 1'ee, 

plus 50¢ party fee except those classes with registration of less than 
20 where the membership fee will be $J .00 and the party fee 50¢ 

Craft Classes Classes - Attendance Good. 
Games Program - Classes -Activities Varied. 
Basketball - Three Leagues started the 1'irst weeki n January 
Skating - Poor winter season for skating. We have had only9~ days 
of skating to date. Flooded areas were active for 3 days before 
the storm and thaw. Attendance report will be submitted at the 
February meeting. 

The Commission approved the withdrawal of the Skating Fee program 
for this winter due to the lack of e;ood skating. It was voted that 
skating permits would be made available for the 1958-59 season on Decem
ber l, 1958. 

I 
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Toboganning - The Co~~ssion approved new rates for toboganning 
as follows: 

Afternoons - Mond~ through Friday 
J;venings 
vleek ends - any time 

9, Recreation Progra~ng. 

! 

25¢/hour 
50¢/hour 
50¢/hour 

a, Mr. Harold Clancy of the Boston Herald-Traveler has submitted to 
the Massachusetts Recreation Association a promotional program on 
Youth Fitness. 30 or more Greater Boston Communities have been in-

vited to participate. 

Mr. Johnson reports that Newton should defirutely establish itself 
as a part of this program. Further information will be available 
at the next co~~ssion meeting, 

It was also suggested that Mr. Stout and Mr; Johnson discuss a 
Youth Fitness Program for Newton with ~or,Whitmore. 

' 

b, Shoppers v/orld in Fra"Tiineham is offering facilities for Program 
Publicity to Neighboring Communities. Mr. Richard Ryan of Framing
ham and Mr. Louis Ghiloni are actinG for Shopper's vlorld. 

Newton's interests are to be investigated and reported at the 
next meeting. 

10. Budget Review. 

The new Budget system will be submitted this year, i-le are working 
on the trnasi tion from our previous Item System to the New Coded System. 

The Mayor has informed that he plans to recommend an increase in 
the minimum and maximum rates of tl50 for all salaried personnel, efi'ective 
April 1, 1958. All persons entitled to step-rate increases during the 
year will receive them on the anniversary dates,, 

Labor Personnel will be recommended for b¢/hour-increase effective 
April 1, 1958. 

The Commission requested that Mr. Johnson excuse himself from the 
meeting at this time, 

11. It was voted to send a letter of appreciation and congratulations to 
Mr. Guy S, Baker on his retirement. 

12. Schedule of Co~~ssion Meetings. 
It was Voted that the Commission meetings be scheduled for the 

week beginning with the third Mond~. 

It was indicated that Mondays hould be the preferred date but that 
other dates during that week might be selected in case of conflict of 
time schedules. 

It was Voted that the February Heeting be scheduled for Monday, 
February 17th at 7:30 P.l1. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

!:;ecretary 
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COPY 

HASSAC!lU::;ETT::; HECREATION ASSOCIATION 

263 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 16, Hass. 

Superintendent C. Evan Johnson 
Newton Recreation Commission 
City Hall 
Newton, Hass. 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

January 2, 1958 

It is with sincere regret that we heard 
recently of the death of the Chairman of your Commission, 
Hajor William J. 11cCarthy. 

Please convey our sympathy to the members 
of your CoMmission. 

Sincereiy yours, 

(Signed) William J. Pyan 

President 

Richard J. Ryan 
Chairman, Necroloa CoMmittee 

mr 
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N~ON RECREATION DEPART~lliNT 

January 21, 1958 

Mrs. William J. McCarthy 
61 Beaumont Ave. 
Newtonville 60, Mass. 

Dear Mrs. McCarthy: 

The Newton Recreation Commission expresses 
its sincere sympathy to you in the recent death of your 
husband, Major William J. McCarthy. ' 

' l1ajor McCarthy was appointed to the 
Recreation Commission, June 25, 1945 and was elected Chairman 
of the Commission on ~my 9, 1950 in which 'position he served 
until his death. 

Major !1cCarthy contributed much to our growth 
and understanding. His ability to analyze problems his atten
tion to detail and his understanding and liberalism has made a 
tremendous impact on us as individuals and as a Co~~ission. 

lie in the Recreation Commission realize that 
we have lost a valuable member, a sincere 'friend and an under
standing gentleman. 

He do therefore spread. upon the records of 
this Co~~ission, January 21, 1958, a copy of this letter that it 
may continually remind us of our responsibility to our youth 
and that it may serve to guide us in our deliberations as a 
Recreation Commission. 

Very sincerely yours, 

jsj Jeannette C. West, Chairman 
jsj T. Frank Copp 
I sj Joseph Selden 
/S/ R. Victor Stout 
jsj C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 

Recreation Commission 
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MilmTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 17, 

Members present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Co~~ssioner 

1. Minutes of the January meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Report made on Fees and Charges 

New rate schedule was submitted as follows: 

FEE SCHEDULES 1958 

ACTIVITY 

Furniture Refinishing (Adults) 
Metalcraft (Adults) 
Townline Pottery (Adults) 
Dancing (Co-ed-5th & 6th grades) 

(Enrollment over 20) 
Enrollment under 20 

Tobogganing Rental 

Tennis 

Swimming 

Skating 

Golf School 

Picnics - Auburndale 

Afternoons (Mons. thru Fri.) 
Evenings and Weekends 
Use own Toboggans 
Afternoons (Mons. thru Fri.) 
Evenings and Weekends 

Students (thru High School) 
Adults 

Students (Thre Hign School) 
Adults 

No Fee - Jan. to Mar. 1958 
Starting November 1958 

6 Lessons 

Fireplace Rental & Site 
Wood Supply 

1958 

FEE 

$8.00-Semester 
6.00 It 

12.00 II 

2.00 "plus 50¢ 

3.00 "plus 50¢ 

.25-per 1 hour 

.50-per 1 hour 

.25 

.50 

.50-Season 
l.QQ II 

.50 II 

l.OQ II 

.50 II 

10.00 

.50 

.25 

0 
::0 
~ 
:::c 
~ 
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Receipts for 1957 from Fees and Charges were recorded as follows: 

Swimming Penni ts 
Tennis J;'ermits 
Rent - lNewton Centre 
Dancing Program 
Miscellaneous 
Adult Craft Classes 

House) 

Total' 

3ll0.05 
257.40 
140.00 

1939.00 
19.25 

644.00 

$6109.70 

These fees do not p~ for total cost of progra~s but does show that 
people do p~ for the activities and program of a specific nature. 

3. Report on Golf School 

The Golf School Program is in operation for a six week period from 
Monday, February 3 and Wednesday, February 5 to Monday, March lO and Wednesday, 
March 12 under the direction of Mr. Robert Crowley of Pinebrook Country Club. 

Two Classes are held on Mondays at Levi Warren Junior High School and three 
classes are held on Wednesdays at Meadowbrook Junior High School. 

Registrations total about 70 which is a good representation for the first 
year. 

Mrs. West requested that we investigate the prospect of a Morning Golf 
School. 

4. Report on Skating. 

January record showed 9i\; days of skating. February showed 7 days of 
skating through Saturday, February 15. 

During January 10 areas were .flooded for skating in addition to the 
supervised program at Ware's Cove, Bullough's Pond and Crystal Lake. 

February week o.f 9th to 15th, there were 12 areas flooded in addition to 
the Ponds. 

5. Requests .for Use of Facilities. 

a. Lutheran Church of Newton .for Family Picnic and cook-out on Sunday, 
June 8 was approved. 

b. Camp Fire Girls request for Use of a Portion of Auburndale Playground 
.for a Summer Day Ca~p during month of July, 1958 was approved subject to same 
condition as in 1957. 

Mr. Johnson was instructed to noti.fy the Carop Fire Girls Organization to 
that e.ffect. 

6. It was the consensus of the Commission that Newton should establish a program 
for Newton participation in the Boston Traveler Fitness Program. 
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The date tentatively selected for Newton, July 21, 1958. 

It was also established that we do not promote the use of valuable or 
special prizes - but rather that we give awards of recognit~on. 

7. The Commission approved the request for an appropriation in advance of the 
budget for the purchase of a new truck to replace Recreation Truck #2 'Which 
was damaged in an accident. 

8. Mr. Johnson reported on the Basketball Leagues and the situation involving 
official baiting and unsportsmanlike conduct and the subsequent incident. 

NOTE: This problem has been settled. The Official in cpestion has been 
censured for resorting to strong arm tactics and the players involved have 
agreed to sign a statement guaranteeing sportsmanlike conduct and behavior 
which ;;ill be filed in this office. 

9. Budget Review. 

The new budget form was submitted for review and discussion. All activites 
and objects were discussed under each of the four budgets. 

There was discussion of all budget requests and comparisons with the 
Ha;yor 1 s recommendation. 

On completion of the study, it was the consensus of the Commission that 
the Mayor has created a very tight budget for the Department and that under 
favorable Recreation conditions that we would have to request additional 
appropriations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary Pro Tem. 
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HINUTES OF SPECIAL HEETING OF RECREATION OOMHISSION HELD ON SATURDAY 1'VENING 

HARCH 1, 1958. 

Hembers present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Mr. R. Victor Stout was unable to be present due to a prev

ious commitment. 

Meeting was called to order at 9:00 P.M. 

1 - BUDGET CHANGE 

Mr. Johnson requested a change in our Budget Request under Budget 
60 - 1 - 69 Automotive Equipment. 

We had originally requested replacement of our two Ford Trucks purchased 
in 1948 and 1949. The 1949 Truck was damaged in an accident early in February 
so request was made for $4750.00 to replace this ;truck before the budget was 
passed. The Board of Aldermen passed this appropriation and bids will be 
opened on March 6th. 

The 1948 Truck is on the regular budget for change. After careful 
checking during this winter season and comparing with records of previous 
years, it is recommended that our budget request be changed frcm two trucks 
at $8600.00 to 1 Truck and 2 Jeep Pick-up Trucks 'with no change in there
quested amount. 

Voted to approve this change. 

2 - Crystal Lake. 

There is some resentment against the rules adopted in 1929 which pro
hibit fishing thru the ice and skating and/or swimming in areas other than 
those supervised by the Recreation Department except such exceptions as 
are noted in the rules. 

It is suggested that a survey and study be made of the present rules 
and conditions of use at Crystal Lake with the view to bringing rules and 
regulations up to date, to placing police control in the hands of the police 
and to make such revisions in control as may be deemed necessary but which 
will not affect the safety of persons using said Lake. 

Consensus of Commission that a.study and survey be made of the rules 
now in effect so that there mqr be no question of rights and privileges. 
(A copy of rules and regulations will be sent to each commissioner for study.) 

I 3 - SidntyHill Health Center. 

Mr. Hurra;y Sholkin has advised }!a;yor Howard Whitmore, Jr. that it may 
be possible for the City to enter into a lease agreement with Sidney Health 
Center for the use of their artificial ice skating rink which will be to 
the advantage of our City of Newton Skating Program. 
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The Commission voted to report to His Honor Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. 

that the city should not ma]{e any arrangement for the remainder of this 
winter season but requests permission to meet with Representatives of Sidney 
Hill Health Center to discuss the possibilities for the winter season of 
1958-1959. 

4 - Meeting adjourned at 9:25 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Recreation Commissioner 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COl!MISSION MEETING HELD ON:NONDAY, MARCH 31, 1958 

Members present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
~~. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Miss Katharine Howard, Secretary 

!1inutes of the Regular Meeting held on February 17, 1958 and the Special Meet
ing held on March 1, 1958 were approved as recorded. 

1 - Review of Budget as voted by Board of Aldermen. 

Each of the four budgets were reviewed. 
Under 60 - 0 - 13, Seasonal and Intermittent Employees, t~ere was a cut 

of $8472.00. The cut can be met in three ways 
1 - employ fewer people. 
2 - assign less time 
3 - revise the rate structure and schedule. 

Voted to inform His Honor, Mayor H01<ard ioibitmore, that >le would have to 
request more funds if we are to maintain the rate structure as approved. 

NOTE: The new rate structure plan has been put into effect on a step-rate 
plan so that the maximum rates will not be effective until 1960. 

Budget 60 - 1, 60 - 2 and 60 - 3, reflect general reductions which will 
curtail services to be rendered on recreation areas for general improvement 
and maintenance. · 

Voted to make copy of final Budget Allowances a part of the minutes of 
this meeting. 

2 - Summer Playground Season. 

Voted to approve an eight weeks summer playground season from June 30 
to August 22, 1958. 

Voted to approve Crystal Lake Season for Swimming from Saturday, June lh, 
1958 to Monday, September l, 1958. June 13 - June 20, the Beach and Bathhouse 
will not beopen in the forenoon because school is still in session. 

3 - Golden Agers - Senior Citizens 

Voted to grant leave-to-withdraw of request for Transportation Aid. Our 
budget for 1958 does not include Transportation Costs for progra~ activities. 
Mr. Johnson was instructed to write the Senior Citizens Group to this effect. 

4 - Newton Physical Fitness Dgr 

Date has been set for July 21, 1958. Events of the Day will be basically 
track and field events in all classes. Afternoon Events will be demonstrations 
games and trials. 
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Evening Events will be demonstration and team competitions and Finals 
in Track and Field events. 

5 - Stagemobile - Voted to invite Stagemobile to Newton agci.n this summer. 
Two performances scheduled - morning and afternoon. · 

6 - Newton Playground Day at Fenway Park - Voted to request one date from 
Boston Red Sox for July or early August. 

7 - Newton High School has requested that Hard top take off runways be con
structed for Track Team and that trench be dug for cable for the pitching 
machine. 

Note: 1 - Cable has been laid (This Department) 
2 - Request for Take-off run~~s referred to proper channels. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:20 P.M. 

Reminder - Mass. Recreation Association Board ~!embers Dinner at Fra'!lingham 
Motel - April 8, 1958. 

RECREATION BUDGET - 1958 

DEPARTMENT - ACTIVITY 

60-0 RECREATION - ADI1INISTRATION & POOGRAM 

Objects of Appropriation 
1. Personal Services - Other than Labor 
3. Contractual Services 
4. Supplies and Materials 
5. Other Charges 
6. New Equipment 
9. Out of State Travel 

DEPARTHENT - ACTIVITY 

60-1 RECREATION - MAINTENANCE OF RECREATION 
AREAS EXCLUSIVE OF SCHOOLS 

Objects of Appropriation 
2. Personal Services - Labor 
3. Contractual Services 
4. Supplies and Materials 
5. Other Charges 
6. New Equipment 
7. Capital Outlays 

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY 

$ll9,381.99 
3,540.00 
8,275.00 

14,556.95 
2,335.00 

300/00 

$148,388.94 

$75,542.78 
13,335.00 
9,650.00 

50.00 
2,550.00 
1,940.00 

$103.067.78 
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60-2 RECREATION - SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS AND 
ATHLETIC F1 ELDS, CARE 
& ALTERATIONS OF 

Objects of Appropriation 
2. Personal Services - Labor 
3. Contractual Services 
4. Supplies and Materials 
7. Capital Outlays 

DEPARTMENT - ACTIVITY 

60-3 RECREATION - EXTENDED USE OF SCHOOLS 

Objects of Appropriation 
2. Personal Services - La~or 

3. Contractual Services 

$17,058.17 
2,400.00 
1,400.00 

450.00 
~21,308.17 

0 4,100.00 
900.00 

$ 5,ooo.oo 

Respectfully submitted, 
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MHiUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HElD ON MONDAY, MAY 26, 1958 

Members present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout _ 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Miss Katharine Howard~ Secretary 

Meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

~inutes of the Meeting held on March 31, 1958 were approved as recorded. 

Notice was taken of the Mass. Recreation Association Annual Baord Members 
Dinner W.ich was held. at the Framingham J.lotor Inn on Tuesday, April 8, 
1958. Guest Speaker was Mrs. Theresa Brungardt, Director of Recreation 
for the State of Vermont. 

1 - SCHEDULE OF SUMMER DATES 

A - July 1 1958 and every Tuesday for 8 weeks - New England Tennis 
Patrons Tennis Clinic at Newton Centre. 

B - June 30 - July 4 - ¥.ass. State and Tennis Center Championships -
Newton Centre. 

C - June 30 - Newton Chapter, American Red Cross - Learn to Swim 
Program begins at Crystal lKk e. 

D - July 21 - Newton Youth Fitness Day - High School Stadium 

E - July 29 - Community Recreation Service - Stagemobile - Girl's 
Field, Newton High School 

F - August 6 - Red Sox Baseball Game. 

2 - SUMHER STAFF 

We need 5 mature and experienced men and one woman for Playground 
Staff. 

3 - NEVITON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION 

Request had been made for $6.00 payment for each Umpire. 

Conference with Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. at which time it was 
indicated that full consideration had been given to schedule of rates 
and that $4.50/game an increase of 12~% was a reasonable figure, that 
the Board of Aldermen would not consider any proposal for increased 
rates this year. 

Mr. Johnson so informed the association and invited the members as 
a group and individually to accept this offer of employment. 
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Umpires decided as a group that they would not accept $4.50. 

Yll'. Murphy and Hr. Tedesco approached each man individually and 
asked if they would accept employment as Umpires previous to the beginning 
of the season. 

New·Umpires have been signed up for the season. The Leagues will 
start on June 2, 1958. 

4 - SUPERVISORY STAFF 

Mr. Johnson announced retirement dates as follows: 

Mr. John F. Donahue - June 21, 1958 
Mrs. Ragna Hovgaard, July 1, 1958 
Mr. John Nazzaro, June 24, 1958 

Attempts have been made to secure applications from prospective 
new employees and to clear with Civil. Service on qualified listing. 

No Civil Service List is available. 

Mr. Johnson requests authorization to interview candidates and make 
provisional appointments until September 1, 1958, as a minimum. 

In case of prospective permanent appointment a special meeting of 
the Co~~ssion will be called. 

Authorization was granted. 

5 - BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL LEAGUES 

All League Schedules will be underway by June 2, 1958 . 
League Membership 

Babe Ruth League 
National League 
.American League 
Industrial Softball 
Club Softball 

6 - TENNIS CLINIC 

9 
5 
9 
8 
8 

teans 
temas 
teams 
teams 
teams 

Reference made to Summer Schedule starting July 1, 1958. 
Mr. Malcolm Hill, representing New England Tennis Patrons has secured the 

services of Mr. William McClung, Dartmouth #2 Player to direct the Clinic. 
Recreation Committee of the P.T.A. Council has made available necessary 

funds to carry on this Clinic Program. 

7 - LAND SURVEY OF PROPERTY adjacent to the Albemarle Playground made by Mr. 
Sydney Holden, Chairman of the Board of Assessors was submitted. 

Discussion of procedure to follow and estimate of need followed. 

Heirs to the property have indicated they might want to include some 
special provisions on a negotiated sale. 
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VOTED: That the Commission submit a Recommendation to His Honor, 
Hayer Howard Whitmore, Jr. that certain lands adjoining the Albemarle Play
ground be acquired when the present owners (heirs) amd Executors submit 
a firm proposal to this Recreation Commission. 

8 - SWIHl1ING POOL AND ICE SKATING RINK 

Hr. Johnson presented some preliminary sketches and plans for 
discussion. Suggestion had been made that private capital might be 
interested in such a proposal. 

9 - REPORTS ON CONFERENCES 

Hr. Johnson attended Conference of National Advisory Committee of 
national Recreation Association at New York on April 23, 24, 25, 1958, and 
New England AreaConference of National Recreation Association at Norwich, 
Conn. on Hay 18, to 21, 1958. 

Heeting adjourned at 10 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 
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MINuTES OF n.ECREATION COHMISSION MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY, JUNE 23, 1958 

Members present: Hrs. Worthing L. \·iest, Chairman 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Co~~ssioner 
Hiss Katharine Howard, Secretary 

l!inutes of the Hay meeting were accepted as recorded. 

1. APPOINTi~NTS - Recom.':lended provisional appointments to staff subject to 
establishment of certified lists by Civil Service. 

Hiss Lillian Swartz - Recreation Supervisor - General at beginning 
salary of $4500/year for a period of 6 months. 

l~r. Recinald E. Smith - Recreation Supervisor - Geoneral at a salary 
of ~4500/year for July and August only to supervise a s~uer playground 
district. 

Mr. Francis V. Shea- Recr~ation Foreonan in charge of Maintenance 
for a period of six months. 

VOTED: To approve these appointments with follm>ing conditions. 

Appointees shall revert to former positions at standard pay rates 
should they not qualify by exa:rination for ad'!"anced position appointment. 

Request should be made to Civil Service Co~uission that Civil Service 
appointcnents for Recreation Supervisor - General for men shall be effective 
as of Septemoer 1, 1958 if a certified list is made available before that 
date. 

Request for Examination for Recreation ::iupervisor General for -woman 
Supervisor shall be for an open competitive exauination and that applicants 
1-!ho have filed for position shall be· notified. 

NOTE: Exauination for Recreation Fore:nan nust be open to all Mainten
ance Personnel in Recreatlon Department who have served more than one (1) 
year (Civil Service Law). 

2. Su!'~!ER STAFF -

Roster of summer staff was submitted. There is one vacancy for a man 
at present. Background story given on new personnel. Attention called to 
new District Divisions, with 8 grounds in each district. 

3. LAND AC~UISITION. -

No formal invitation to negotiate for land in NeHtonville has been re
ceived as yet. Hr. Johnson has b~Cen informed that the proposal will be made. 
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4 - Crystal Lake Bathing Beach was opened on Saturday, June 14 with 
full staff of Lifeguards and bathhouse personnel. l"ie have reduced the 
staff in each case qy one person - but the time coverage will be the 
same as in previous years. He have not had good swim.'llng weather. 
Record of Attendance is low. Permit sales are down - but will increase 
with good warm weather. 

5 - The Newton Softball Leagues - Industrial Division and Club Divisions 
have voted to join the knateur Softball Assocoiation. This membership 
qualifies all tea"!ls for tourna"llent play. vie have requested the Associa
tion to furnish accredited unpires to handle all Softball games at a fee 
of $4.00/game. This fee is standard for Association Umpires. 

6 - naseuall Leac;ues are in full swing. Tnere have oeen very few post
ponements. Umpire Staff is functioaing very well. League Directors, 
James E. Hurphy and Nicholas P. Tedesco have arranged for an Umpires 
Clinic to be held the second wee1·c in July with Hr. Arthur Gores, former 
National League Umpire in charge. 

7 - VOTED to include in this permanent record letters of congratulations 
to Hrs. Ragna Hovgaard, Mr. John F. Donahue and Mr. John Nazzaro on 
their retirement from the Recreation Department Staff. 

8 - Summer Playground SGason w'ill begin on Nonday, June JO, 1958 with 
a~ organizational staff meeting at the Edwin 0. Childs Recreation Center, 
Hawthorn Playground. 

9 - Special Report Items. 

a. Budget Accounts - Lauor Costs for Hourly Paid workers is :ji660.00 
over the expenditure for the same period in 1957. Only two days of over
time have been worked this spring tJy the J.:aintenance Crew. 

b. Recreation L~adership costs are do.u by ~2483.00 despite new 
pay schedule. No great effect of new pay schedule to date.Baseball 
and Softball Leagues started June 1 instead of Hay 10. 

~ork-time has been lost due to bad spring weather. 

c. Net'lton Community Chorus have submitted some proposals for more 
effective organization as follows: 

Change rehearsal dates and location. 
Invite Junior College students to become members. 
To set-up tneir own Library and Secretarial staff from membership 

(Volunteer Workers) 
Reqaest Recreation Department to make available for payments to 

Pianist the money previously spent for Secretary-Librarian. 

d. There was open discussion about the Annual Fourth of July Celebrations 
at Newton Centre and Newton Upper Falls 1-1ith the suggestion that 
we review the entire progra"!l with the respective Improvement 
Associations. 
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Notice was given that the next mEeting of the Co~~ssion is not 
scheduled until Septe~ber 1$, 1958 - but that Special MEeting may be 
called if necGssary. 

Meetin~ was adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 

Nr. John Nazzaro 
9 ;·;est ;otreet 
Neuton, Nass. 

Dear Er. Nazzaro: 

Respectfully suGmitted, 

June 18, 1958 

The Neuton ll.ecreation Coromission is proud to congratulate 
you on your retireroent as of June 24, 1958 after forty-one years 
of service to the ll.ecreation Department and the citizens of 
Ne>Tton. 

You started in the days of hard manual labor and have had 
a part in buildint; many of the fine parks anci playgrounds Hhich 
11e have in Newton. :feu nave tdllin;;ly eiven of yourself and 
have uorked hard to promote the development of outstanaing areas. 
llo task has been too difficult and no progran has been eliminated. 
iou have ,.,orked for the corrJoon good. 

\le do therefore make this letter a part of tne recoras 
ot' our mecoting held on June 23, 1~ )6 and Hish for you many years 
of happiness in your retiren;ent. 

VerJ sincerely yours, 

---------------·Cnairman 

-------------------'Commissioner 
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Hr. John F. Donahue 
70 Cherry Jtreet 
~·,'est Ne·(;ton, !'lass. 

Dear Hr. Donahue: 

June 16, 1958 

The Newton ttecreation Commiosion is proud to conzra"tu
late you upon your retireroent as oi !1ay jl, 1958 after more 
than i"orty years of' service to the liecreation Department 
ana the citizens of' lle~<ton. 

You may be just.Ly proud of your cont,rlbutions to our 
Kecreation growth. Your interest in sports ana athletics, 
your Hi.llinc;ness to work hard ana lont; in the promotion of 
baseball and basketball leagues, your leadership ana guid
ance to recreation Harkers and to children alike ana. your 
devotion to the ideals oi' sportsmanship and i'air play have 
been an integral part of our recreation gr01 . ..rth. 

;1e do tnerefore make this letter a part of the r'lcoras 
of our meeting held on June 23, 1956 and wisn for you many 
years of happiness in your retirement. 

IJery sincerely yours, 

_______________ Cnaiman 

_______________ Commissioner 
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·Mrs. liagna Hovgaard 
21 Terrace Avenue 
Newton Highlands, Hass. 

Dear 11rs. Hovgaard: 

June 18, 1958 

'l'he Nw.rton Recreation Commission is proud 
to congratulate you on your retirement effective on 
July l, 1958 after forty years of continuous service to 
the ltecreation Department and the citizens of Ne>rton. 

VIe are proud to recognize your tremendous 
interest in people, your desire to contribute to Hhole
some living and your devotion to the ideals which have 
made you so sincere in your worK, all of which have been 
of tremendous beneiit to our recreation growth. 

vie do therefore make this letter a part of 
the records of our meeting held on June 2J, i958 and 
wish for you many years of happiness in your retirement. 

Very sincerely yours, 

_____________________________ Cnairman 

_____________________________ Commissioner 
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~ iicuten Ha:lls;;ccR Ce.z:.nittce 1ftl~ haye the ~tee.:. ~L~ fivl,J. u:rlc CI 

l>ie::sts ts t::e w ~:: se:.esl !:lttrlel'rta-. ( p~ II 'f) e_-&.~-

!C::llL'TES OF ieccC;il:.ATlO:.; CO'~:ISS~ON 1•'EETBJ H:'.LD 0:1 .-.'TilHESDAY, S::?TE!wER 17, 1958 

}!embers present: rrrs. lrlorthing L. 'lle.st' Ch.:Lirm3Il 
::r. Jo~eph Selden 
l~. R. Victor Stoat 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. C. Evw'1 Johnsen, Co:n~issioner 

Ninutes of the June Neeting were approved as recorded except that 
reference to acquisition of land in S;aulding School area >ms deleted. 

1. REPORTS Oll S u~':IER PROGR..\Jl 

a. S>1i:n::Ung - Progra::J. Nas lird. ted to sonc exte11.t by poor weather condi
tions in Jun8 and early July and bJ tho closing of the Lake to 
s>:ir:tcing during the third wecl: of July. 

The prograr:1 was ext8ndcd to the end of Labor DOJ' l:Jeck, 
ScpterrJJcr 7 becaooe of the favorable sNirrcning conditions durin;:; that 
week. 

b. Playc;rounds - This was, without questioa, one of the bu3iest and most 
active sun~er sessions in the past ten years. 

Program scheduling was extensive a..YJ.d rJell-pla.IL'1ed. Inter
playground co::J.petition was nest extensive. 

c. Each district han cha::1::;-:ionship competitiom in all boys a.r1d l'irls 
sports activitie~. 

The Boston Traveler Physical Fitness progr~n held en 
July 21, 1958 was outsta."1ding. Each Play,;ro"nd had trials aad 
co::J.peti tions during the first three 11eeks of the season and se
lected representative tea~ groups. 

The progra::J.>Ias held at the High School Stadiu~ Field 
a"l.d attracted sone 2000 competitors end fe'' spectators. 

T:'le Boston Childrca 1 s Theatre Stagerr.o8ilc gave one per
for::J.a."1ce at the Hich School Stadi1.L'1 in July - Attendc:nce - 800 X 

Field Days Here held at all of the Playgrounds during 
the last wee:< of the ?layrround season. There was outstanding co:-n
petition at all of these affairs. 

The Annual Trip to the Red Sox Ballga~e took place on 
J..u;;ust 7, 1958. There >~as a.'l attendance of approximately eoo. 

Boys a.'ld Girls Crafts and Craft Strip work .:ere carried 
on at all grounds. Performance activity was extensive but nQ'1bers of partici
pants was not as extensive. 
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The Tennis Tourna~cnt at Burr Playground had a participa
tion total of 86 in four classes. Ten.nis should be on the up-swing. 

2. CO!!?ARISOii OF RECEIPTS - 1953( to date) and 1957 
1958 

Furnit=e 
1~etalcraft 
Pottery 
Dn.'"lci:'._g 
Tennis 

;;:123.00 
256.00 
210.00 

l09l.'JO 
527.00 

19.57 
:;)134.00 

270.00 
240.00 

1939.00 
257.40 
140.00 Rent 

21.25 Misc. 
3110.05 

Fireplaces 16.75 
c:: . • 
.... WJ.:r .. '"2ng 5056.95 

Total 7285.70 6111.70 

3. !1.' .. dlTEI!A:'J CE PROJECTS. 

a. Target House and Storage Constructed at Newton Centre Playground for 
Nei·rton Centre Playground for i·rc1:rton Archers. 

b. Levi Harren Football Field - ~:2000 of Grounds Construction Funds 
from Street Dept. Budget to be used for purchase of loam for this 
Field. All construction costs out of Recreation Budr;et Ilithout 
Special gopropriation. 

c. Boyd Park - Street Dept. grading, loamin;:; and seeding bet1<acn 
Tennis Courts ~>d School Building. 

d. 1!ontclair - Plans to be dra1m for Ballfield and Backstop Con
struction. Rcrninder of area to be graded o:.nd seeded. 

e. !·!ea:lowbrook Junior High School - no viOrk started on this project 
as yet. 

4. FALL PllOG:-lAH. 

He are operating at 10 areas durin;:; tlw fall season. No requests 
have been made for additional areas. 

Neuton Soccer Tea'!l plays schedule of caraes at HaNthorn Plcyground 
on Sundays. 

hest l'Jeuton l 1crc.'la'1ts Football Team plq,'S schedule of ga11es at 
Albemarle. 

Hrs. Hovgaard has been invited to direct the program on a fee basis 
by the Nu·1ton :!alloHeen Com.11ittee. 

Program Plans arc in good order. 

To~em Pole Ballroom offers the Totem Pole for the nigh School 
Dance Hith tho provision that it also be open for the regular public 
dance patrons. Mr. Farrington h~ll absorb the costs of the evening an:! 
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the Newton Halloween Co~~ttee will have the receipts from sale of tickets 
to the High School Students. 

6. Proposal JC'.ade by Harner, StacLrolc Stetson a."1d Ilradlee for the sale of 
Land of 324 Crafts Street to the City of Neuton &"1d to be designated "Avery 
}lee1orial Park" 1-las studied most carefully. 

VOTEJJ una."1imously to submit a recom:nendation to His Honor, Hayer Howard 
'r.~itmore, Jr. that this la~d ~urchase be made and that money be appropriated. 
Also that the Department Letter to the Hayor be made a part of this record. 

7. Infonnation concerning Skating Rinks was presented and made of record 
in Department files. 

8. VOTED to approve a pro[;ram of a Basketball Officials Clinic to be held on 
10 successive <Iecl:s at a fee of iilO,OO. No costs to the Department. Fees to 
accrue to the Instructors of t'Jc Clinic. The Clinic is spGcifically for 
!Iewton residents but residents of neighborin;:; communities arc cclic;iblc if 
there are vacc:..'1cie8 in class enrollment. 

9. VOTED to support the activities of tile Community Chorus by underuriting 
custodial fees at rehearsals and concert and to pay the accompar,ist fee for 
all rehearsals. 

Reqc1ested that Officers of Chorus acquaint the Co""!:1ission of Schedule 
&"1d events sponsored ~J the Chorus. 

10. Twilight League Champions - 1958 

l. American League Champions - Corpus Christi 
Ru~~er-up - Sons of Italy 

2. National Lea;:;ue Champions - Ne1-;ton Centre 
Run:1er- lip - St. Bernards 

J. Babe Ruth League Champions - Highlanders 
Runner-Up - Torre 

A. Babe Ruth East Division Cha,-npions - Highlanders 
B. Babe Ruth \"Jest Division Cha'Tillions - St. £crnards 

4, Softbcll City Lca:.;uo Cha:n;Jions - Tm-r.:1 Fuel 

5. ·softball Club League Champions - Art Carroll 

6. Softball Industrial Lea:.;ue Champions - Twan Fuel 

ll. Arrangements have been mad8 to turn over the Craft St. Barn and Loft 
to the Recreation Dcpartnent for a Haintenance Shop and Storage Harehouse. 

The Building Departroent will make rwovations in heat, light, en
trances and 1-:ater supply to meet the needs of a service departr'.ent ut1i t. 

}'ecting adjourned at 10:15 P.l''. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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HilWTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MliliTlNG HhlJJ ON \vEIJNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1958 

Members present: Mrs. Worthing L. \'lest, Chairnan 
}~. Joseph Selden 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
P~. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. c. Evan Johnson, Co~~ssioner 
Miss Katharine Howard, Secretary 

Meeting was called to order at 7:45P.M. 

Pinutes of the September Meeting were approved as recorded. 

l. Application of Newton Merchants for Night Football Game on November 13 was 
approved with the following conditions. 

1. Costs of Light installation to. be paid by the Newton 
Herchants. 

2. Police Supervision to be the responsibility of the 
Newton Merchants. 

3. Donation Tickets only may be sold. 

2. Report on Department Activities. 

a. Levi Warren Junior High Football Field has been reconstructed. 
$1875.00 was made available from Street Department Account for 
purchase of loam. All other costs were charged to Recreation 
Maintenance Account. 

b. Street Commissioner requested that Recreation Department take over 
$3800 of Construction of Grounds Account for Hontclair Playground 
and that Baseball Diamond be constructed and Backstop be installed. 

c. Waban Pl~ground at Angier School. All Playground Apparatus has been 
relocated in back of Tennis Courts. Four dead or diseased trees have 
been removed. Bleachers have been disMantled and are being repaired 
for installation at Hontclair Playground. Area has been subgraded and 
about one acre of land has been reclaimed for playground use. 

It is intended to loam and seed the entire newly graded area. 

d. $5000 has been appropriated to the Building Department for repair and 
remodeling of the old Craft Street Stable for Recreation Dept. use 
as a viorkshop and Storage Harehouse. 

e. Hooden Bleachers at the High School Stadium have been condemned by 
the State Inspector. Recreation Department dismantled the Bleachers 
at a total cost of less than ~·400.00. 
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f. Proposal in regard to purchase of land adjacent to Albemarle Playground 
has been submitted to the Board of Aldermen by His Honor, Neyer Howard 
Whitmore, Jr. 

Estimates for costs of outside and inside repair of house totals about 
$8000.00. 

~uestions have been raised as to possible uses of the house if it is 
repaired. 

3. Budget Review for 1958. 

a. Indications are that some money will be turned back at the end of the 
year. 

b. There have been several transfers of budget money within Classes of 
Accounts and there may have to be some more. 

c. Some projects of Capital Outlay and Improvement will not be carried 
out this year because of unforeseen developments. 

Backstops planned at Cabot, Albemarle and Richardson have been with
held pending further planning of lay-out. 

Fencing at Upper Falls has been held becuase of some local opposition 
and because State has been doing construction work on the Lo;wr Field. 

4. Suggestion was made that this Department should indicate ver,r strongly the 
amount of Recreation Funds which are expended for the promotion of School Pro
grams in Athletics and Physical Education. 

5. November meeting will be held on lfednesday, November 19. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 

121 



122 

MIIWTES OF RECREATION CQ}f1ISSION HEETING HELD ON vlEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1958 

Members present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
}~. Joseph Selden 
~. R. Victor Stout 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
}~. c. Ev~~ Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 

Meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.N. 

¥inutes of the meeting held on October 22 were approved as recoraeu. 

l. Hontclair Pla;rground. 

Letters from \'laban Improvement Association, >laban Baseball Associates 
and His Honor, Hayer Hmmrd l<Jhitmore, Jr. recommending that the new Playground 
in Waban be officially named \iarren E. Lincoln Hemorial Playground. This 
recom:nendation has the approval of }~s. \1arren E. Lincoln. 

Discussion followed. 

Voted - To take steps necessary to designate officially, that area 
generally known as Hontclair Playground, as the 1'\{arren E. Lincoln Nemorial 
Pla;rground". 

Voted - To invite the Haban Improvement Association and the l/ab~~ 
P.T.A. and the vlaban Baseball Associates to join with the Recreation Depart
ment to arrange for suitable dedicatory ceremonies probably in June of 
1959. 

2. Resolution uas draun up and unanimously approved on the death of John 
F. "Buck" Donahue. 

Voted - To spread a copy of the resolution upon the records of this 
meeting and that a copy be sent to }~. Dona.l}ue 1 s sister, Hiss Catharine 
Donahue. 

J. }~. Johnson requested that this Department go on record as requesting 
that any construction of grounds projects to be done by the Recreation De
partment should be referred as soon after the budget is passed as possible. 

4. Voted - To include $700.00 in ~l}e budget for 1959 for photoGraphs of 
tnose Co~~ssion members who have not had such photographs taken previously. 

5. Voted - To instruct Commissioner to confer with the Civil Service 
Commissioner and request that examination for Recreation Supervisor (General) 
Female shall be made promotional (within the Department) rather than open 
competitive. 
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6. Preliminar,r Budget Proposals 

Total Budget 

60 - 0 - Administration & Program 
60 - 1 - Haintenance of Recreation Areas 
60 - 2 - School Plcygrounds & Athletic Fields 
60 - 3 - Extended Use of Schools 

TOTAL 

A:nount 

164,792.10 
137,078.00 

33,120.00 
5,900.00 

$340,890.10 

Budgets 60 - 1 and 60 - 2 are to be entered at 10% above requested 
totals for 1958 pending survey of total Budget Requirements. 

7. December Heeting to be held on Honday, December 15. 

8. Meeting adjourned at 10:50 F.!'. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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!!iss Catherine 1. Donahue 
70 CherF.f St. 
VI est Net-rton, Hass. 

Dear Hiss Donahue: 

November 19, 1958 

At our first regular meeting this month, it is 
<ath profound sorrow that we, the Recreation Commission for the 
City of l!euton record the death of our retired friend and co-uorker, 
John F. Donahue on l!ovember 8, 1958. 

Hr. Donahue or rather "Buck" gave his entire career 
in the interest of youth and Newton was indeed fortunate that so many 
years were given to service to our own city and our own youth. 

Buck's interest in athletics, fair play and whole-
some recreation was the backbone of his program and sports and athletics. 
His loyalty to the ideals which mean so much to us all, his desire to 
give of his talents to the success of the group and his strict adher
ence to the code and ethics of the true sportsman have been an inspira
tion to our youth and tot hose uho have been privileged to uork >~ith 
hin. 

He do, therefore, unanimously .spread upon the 
records of the Net-rton Recreation Co~~ssion a copy of this letter so that 
it may serve as a guide and reminder in our efforts to build a stronger 
youth and a oetter city. 

Sincerely yours, 

________________________________ Chairman 

Hembers, !Iewton Recreation Commission 

I 
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mNUTES OF THE RECREATION COl111ISSlON !IEETING HELD ON DECENBER 15, 1958. 

}!embers present: Hrs. WOrthing L. vJest, Chairman 
Nr. Joseph Selden 
¥~. R. Victor Stout 
¥~. T. Frank Copp 
l1r. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 

Meeting was called to order at 7:55 P.M. 

Minutes of the meeting held on November 19, 1958 were approved as recorded. 

1. Report on Skating Area. 

11 multiple use areas were flooded on Wednesday, December 10, 1958 and 
skating was allowed on 5 of these areas on Thursday, December 11, 1958 and 
on the remaining 6 on Friday, December 12, 1958. 

iJare 1s Cove opened for skating on Thursday, December 11, 1958 and Crystal 
Lake and Bullough 1s Pond opened for skating on Saturdey, December 13, 1958. 

Skating permits went on sale for the 58-59 season at the three pond 
areas on the days they opened and through the cooperation of the Newton School 
Department skating permits went on sale at all of the schools during this week, 
December 15 through December 18, ll.958. I 2. Report on Construction Projects. 

a. Levi-lllarren Football Field. 

I 

The work was completed late in October. Grass seed germinated and 
there is a good catch of Fall grass which should hold through the winter 
season. The entire field is closed off by a wooden fence and it is our in
tention that this field shall not be used before the summer of 1959. 

b. Hontclair Playground. 

There remains approximatel;y one acre of ground for final raking and 
seeding. Over 2 acres has been loamed, fertilized and seeded, and the base
ball diamond has been completed. Total charges to date against this account 
by the Recreation Department is $5493.04. Some of these charges should be re
bated because ;1e have not used the rental equipment to the extent of our 
original orders. No charges for labor by the Recreation Department have been 
made as yet. 

c. Angier Playground. 

The area which was being worked and regraded for seeding has been com
pleted and dormant seeding was done about November 15, 1958. 

d. Boyd Pla;yground. 

Project work by the Street Department covering an area of approximately 
one acre has been learned, graded, and seeded. 
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e. Countryside School. 

This is a contract job under the direction of the Street Department. 
The rough grade has been completed, some loaming has beendone, and the 
fence adjacent to abutters property has been installed. 

f. Newton South High School. 

There has been submitted to the School Building Assistance Committee 
of the State of Massachusetts a request for approval of $175,000.00 for con
struction of the South High School outdoor physical education athletic plant. 
The plan as presented to the State shows bleachers for 3500 people, a quarter 
mile track with a football i'ield enclosed and a baseball field overlay. A 
girl's field, hockey field with a football practice field overlay, four 
hardtop volley ball courts and 12 hardtop tennis courts. 

Reference is made to the Commissioner's letter sent to Hayer 
\mitmore under date of December 1, 1958 which presents general infonnation 
that the land area available is inadequate for a secondary school athletic 
plant and that the planned field lqrouts do not represent sound development 
and proper use. 

g. New Recreation Haintenance Shop. 

The brick work and changing of entrances to allow for trucks to drive 
in, the closing of entrances to the Street Department offices, and the 
changing of the entrance to the loft has been completed by the contractor. 
Electricians are now working on the installation of new lighting equipment 
and the plumbers are working on heating and plumbing installation. The 
Recreation maintenance personnel are cleaning up and painting the entire 
area. 

3. Basketball Leagues. 

Basketball leagues will begin pley on Hondqr, January 5, 1959. The 
American and National Divisions will be under the direction of Hr. James E. 
Hurphy and the Pony League and the Pony elementary school Saturday morning 
League will be directed by l~r. Robert Doherty. 

4. Neighborhood Center Program. 

Neighborhood Centers began operation on Hondey, November 3, 1958 with 
30 class groups meeting each week in various schools. There are 12 dance 
classes ranging in registrations from 14 to 71. 

5. Supervisor Assignments. 

Supervisor assignments for the Winter Season are as follows: 

}~. Nicholas P. Tedesco - Skating - Bullough's Pond 
Toboggan Slide - Newton Center 
Boy's Craft Program Neighborhood Centers. 
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Miss Lillian Swartz - Neighborhood Center Program 
Adult Evening Program 

Mr. James E. Murphy - Skating - Auburndale 
Basketball - American and National Divisions 

Nr. Robert Doherty - Skating - Crystal Lake 
Basketball - Pony League and Saturday morning league. 

In addition the men of the Supervisory Staff will check all flooded 
skating areas throughout the City. 

6. Albemarle Playground. 

The Board of Aldermen will have before them tonight consideration of 
the recommendation that the city enter into a purchase and sale agreement 
in order to acquire the property known as The Lebert Estate, 346 Craft St. 
and adjacent to the Albemarle Playground. 

1. 1959 Preliwinary Budget. 

The 1959 Preliminary Budget was studied and evaluation made and was 
approved in the follo•ri.ng amounts: 

60 - 0 - Administration and program 
60 - 1 - Maintenance of Recreation Areas 
60 - 2 - School Playgrounds and Athletic Fields 
60 - 3 - Extended Use of Schools 

Total 

164,792.10 
184,507.64 
33,092.24 
5,900.00 

388,291.98 

The Commission holds reservations concerning this budget because a 
number of Capital Improvement items are included which may be allocated to 
the Street Department Construction of Grounds Account in which case this 
budget will be substantially reduced. 

8. Next Meeting of the Cor:unission to be held on January 19, 1958. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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l-l:IllUTES OF THE RECREATION CO!!MISSION MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 27, 1959 

Members present: Mrs. Worthing L. \~est, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Cormnissioner 
Miss Katharine Howard, Secretary 

Meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Nembers were advised of the legal requirements concerning notice of Commission 
Neetings as set forth in letter from ¥x. }latt B. Jones, City Solicitor. 

Noted also that this department has set standard procedure for compliance 
with above requirements. 

Minutes of J:)ecember Meeting were approved. 

1. Tne meeting was recessed so that the members of the Commission could 
visit and inspect the new quarters for our Naintenance Division at #90 Crafts 
Street. 

I 

Mr. Francis V. Shea, Recreation Foreman and Nr. Victor Serafini and Hr. I 
Harry SimpKins, Carpenters were at the Shop and conducted the Coffimission through 
the entire shop area and explained the advantages of this new shop. 

}~. Johnson paid tribute to the cooperative interest and effort on the 
part of all the maintenance personnel in taking on all the work necessary to 
provide these quarters. 

The meeting was reconvened at City Hall at 8:45 P.H. 

l. Program Report 

a. Skating - 43 days of skating to date 
125,000 I attendance 
$3876.00 Permit Receipts: Total 
$2323.00 Permit Receipts to 1958 Account 
$1553.00 Permit Receipts to 1959 Account 

b. Basketball Leagues - There are three Leagues with a total of 20 teams. 

American League 
National League 
Pocy League 

8 teams 
5 teams 
7 tea.11S 

Games have been played 5 nights/week 
League rules were adopted by the Board of Directors of 

each League. Games have been well played with close 
scores and tilth excellent response from players and 
spectators alike. 
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c. Indoor Program -

12 Dance Classes 
8 Boys' Crafts 

11 Girls 1 Crafts 
1 Community Chorus (Adults) 
2 Pottery \lark (Adults) 
2 Metalcraft Classes (Adults) 
1 Furniture Refinishing (Adult) 
1 Basketball Night - Meadowbrook 
4 Basketball and Games Nights - EMerson 
1 Girls Acti v:i. ty Night - Emerson 

25 Afternoon Activ:i.ties for Boys and Girls at 
5 Centers - Stearns, Lincoln-Eliot, Burr Play
ground, Hanthorn and Neuton Centre 

d. Golf School 

Registrations at present total 83 members with every 
indication that we will have a full e.'"lrollment of 120 
members when the school begins on February 3. 

Schedule - Hondays - 'fiarren Jr. High - 3 classes 
Wednesdays - Meadowbrook Jr. High - 3 Classes 

Instructors: Mr. Halcolm Negoshian - PGA !1ember 
Hr. John Fitzgerald - Neuton 

2. Umpires School - Recommendation made by !1r. Johnson that the Commission 
approve the organization of an Umpire's School to be 
held for six consecutive weeks at Albemarle Field House 
starting February 15, 1959 •d th Hr. Arthur Gore, former 
National League Umpire as Instructor and under the 
direction of l',r. James E. Hurphy as Director of the 
School. 

It was also pointed out that there would be no expense 
to the City for this school. 

Voted to authorize the formation of the Umpire's School. 

3. Acquisition of Lebert Property. 

4. Request 

Hr. Hatt B. Jones, City Solicitor, has inferred that the 
attorneys for the administrators are working out the 
details of a buy and sell agreement and that his office 
is making .the necessary legal investigations. 

by Nonantum Post #440 of the American Legion for permission to 
hold a Carruvai at Victory Field from Tuesday, June 23 
thru Saturday, June 27, 1959 was present. 

Commission voted "Leave to lii thdraw" and cited Commission 
action of February 10, 1947 as indicative o:f Cor:tmission 
attitude. 
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5. Grounds Construction - School Fl~grounds. 

a. Ne-~oiton South High School. Hr. Johnson reported that the avail
ble area for Athletic Field development was inadequate and that 
the School Department will have to request additional land. 
Heyer Ho;;ard \fuitmore, Jr. has also expressed concern about this 
development. 

b. Levi vlarren Junior High - The School Department has requested 
additional Land Taking on Washington Street beyond the Levi
Warren Jr. High School for P1~ground Development. 

6. Budget Action 

a. Follo..ing additional Recommendations were submitted. 

1) Photographs of 14 Present and Past Commission Members 
2) Reconstruct Newton Lower Falls Pleyground 
3) Double Increment for Salaried Personnel who have 

been on maximum and who have served the city for 
15 years or more 

4) That Employees Itisurance and Health Plan be adopted 

$700.00 
$20,000.00 

$452.88 

as soon as possible for the benefit of all City Employees. 

Commission approved the above recommendations. 

b. Receipts - Jlu-. J\)hnson made record of $ll,227 .66 turned in to the 
Treasurer from fees and charges during 1958. 

c. Appropriations before the Budget. 

Record was made of Request for the following appropriations before 
the budget. 

l) Rotary Broom for Kut-Kwick Mower 
2) Willys Jeep with Rotary Broom on Power Take Off 

and Ranger Self-Lift Mower Unit 

d. Total Budget Recommendations were approved as follows: 

$!175.00 

$5300.00 

60- 0 Administration & Program $l52 1 317.75 
60- l Maintenance of Recreation Areas,Exclusive of Schools 194,903.70 
60- 2 Care & Alterations of School P aygrounds & Ath.Fields 48,839.70 
60 - 3 Use of School Buildings for Re6reation 5,900.00 

$4oi,96i.l5 
7. Commission Members held an open discussion and agreed to request an 

audience with His Honor, Meyor Howard Whitmore, Jr. for the pur?ose of discussing 

(1) general salaries for Administrative and Supervisory Personnel and 
(2) general recreation needs. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 P.!1. 

February Meeting to be held on Hand~ evening, February 16, 1959 at 7:45 P.N. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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HINUTES OF I{SCREATIUN CUH!1ISSION M,,ETING HELD ON HONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 16, 1959 

11embers present: 11rs. \1orthing L. Hest, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
R. Victor Stout 
c. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 

Heeting was called to order at 7:45 P.H. 

~unutes of tne January meeting were approved as recorded. 

1 - 1959 Budget 

The total 1959 Budget as approved by the Recreation Commission 
and with the ~myor's Allowances added was presented for !~view 
and Appraisal. 

The Co~~ission made note of the following: 

131 

a) That Recreation Leaders on Seasonal and/or Intermittent Basis 
should be employed at the rate approved by Hayer Howard ·.mitmore,Jr. 

·for the 1958 Budget and which were not changed for the 1959 
Budget even though there have been reductions in allowances for 
various units of activity. 

b) That information on fees and charges and the gross and net 
costs for operating the respective activities shall be presented 
to the Finance Committee at the Budget Hearing. 

c) That elimination of a full-time Recreation Leader is not in 
keeping ;;ith·the development of our total Recreation Program. 

d) That we are in the position·where our maintenance staff must 
be increased if we are to continue to maintain outstanding play
ground areas. 

e) That improvement and rebuilding of obsolete and worn out 
facilities must be given serious consideration in the next few years. 

f) That elimination of hard-top program at Angier and Newton 
Upper falls Tennis <..:ourts and the failure to approve retreating 
at Harren and i'leeks Junior High Schools and at Newton High School 
Tennis Courts will create added expense when this work is approved 
and at present calls for expensive maintenance. 
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2 - Report on Land Taking of LeBert Property 

Hr. Hatt B. Jones reports that Hr. Helville Chapin, attorney 
for the administrators of the estate is workine; on the provisions of the 
buy and Sell"Agreement. 

Hr. Jones also informs that the City of Ne<~ton may have to take this 
property by Eminent Domain since the price is more than assessed value 
plus 25%. 

Mr. Jones will keep this Department informed. 

3 - 1959 Projects: 

In order of importance to our total program and facilities, we 
must complete t.he work at Ne><ton Lo>rer F'alls and ',{aban (Angier School 
and Eof'fat t Road.) These areas must be developed so that He may have 
adequate play space. 

Newton South High School - Definite action must be taken to provide 
adequate and complete outdoor athletic fields and play space for this 
School. l'he facilities must be ready >rhen the school is opened. 

4 - Personnel Organization Plans 

There was discussion concerning the advisability of employing some 
adult Part-time lvorkers to supervise the Evening Playgrounds. This 
;rould mean that there t·las supervision but not supervised Play. It would 
also lend to better control of an area. 

It was agreed to at<ait personnel developments before we decide what 
action to take. 

5 - Budget Hearing to be held before Finance Committee on Saturday, February 2tl, 
1959 at 9:00 P.M. 

6 - Next Meeting to be held on Honday, March 16, 1959. 

7 - Heeting adjourned at 10:05 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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}!embers present: 

l!INUTES OF Rt;""CREATION COHHISSION MEETING HELD ON 
HONDAY, APRIL 27, 1959 

Hr~. \'lorthin;; L. Hest, Chairman 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R. Victor Stout 
Hr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Hiss Katharine L. Howard, Secretary 

l·leetinc; called to order at 7:45 P. H. 

Hinutes of February 16, 1959 meeting were approved as recorded. 
Heating originally scheduled for }!arch 16, 1959 was cancelled and rescheduled 
for this date. 

Notice was taken of the }!assachusetts Recreation Association Board Members 
Dinner held at Hotel 128 on April 14, 1959, Consensus was that the Hassachu
setts Recreation Association had a most successful annual meeting. 

1. Budget Comparisons. 
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1958 Appropriated 1958 Expended 1959 Requested 1959 Appropriated 

60-0 $147,9)).18 
60-1 111,697.22 
60-2 21,)08.17 
60-J 5,525.00 

$14 3,'?87 .05 
105,654.88 
19,075.50 
5,4)).79 

Avery Hemorial Park $J7 ,159.60 
Returned to Treasurer $12,504,27 

2. ~urr~er Program 

$152.31'1.75 
194,90).70 
48,8)9. 70 
5,900,00 

$135,4)4;66 
149,4tl2.29 
22,894.55 
5,900.00 

List of )1 Playgrounds submitted for summer activities. There are two 
changes. Levi Warren Junior High School will not have a playground due to 
school construction and Angier Playground will not be open due to planned pro
gram of grounds improvement. 

Three playgrounds Burr, Cabot and Auburndale will be supervised from 9 A}! 
to dusk on stagbered shifts so that there will be noon and supper hour coverage. 

Proposal was made that Playground hours during the surr~er season be 
scheduled 9 AH - 12 noon; 1: JO - 4: JO a1 and 6 PH - Dusk. This schedule was 
adopted subject to concurrence of the District Supervisors. 

Summer Dates - Opening Day, June 29, 1959. Closing Day August 21, 1959. 

Newton 1<ill participate in Playground U.S.A. at Boston Common on 
August 26, 1959. 

Crystal Lake dates - Saturday, June 1J, 1959 to Sept. 7, 1959 (Labor Day). 
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General plans call for a Fitness Day Program at midseason at the Newton 
High School Field similar to the Boston Traveler Youth F'itness program of 
last year. 

J, Fees and Charges 

It was voted to continue the same schedule of fees and charges as were 
in effect in 1958 except that the fees for fireplaces an~ picnic areas should 
be discontinued. 

4. Discussion concerning the use of playgrounds for PTA Fairs and Picnics. 
The Co~~ission was instructed to check with other communities as to their regu
lations. 

(1) Who issues permits for Carnivals,' Fairs and J<,estivals? 
(2) Is there a license fee? 
(J) Does the Recreation Department allow ~arnivals, Fairs and Festivals 

on their areas? 

Mr. Johnson was instructed to consider ea.ch application by a PTA group 
for a Fair on Recreation Grounds and confer with His Honor, l1ayor Howard 
Whitmore, J:r:. before granting any permit; 

5. Several umpires have inquired as to our policy concerning the hiring of 
lli~pires in baseball and softball for the 1959 season. The following regula~ions 
were adopted and the Commissioner was instructed to inform those who have 
previously worked in this Department concerning the examinations and qualifica
tions •. 

Regulations concerning Umpire's Staff: 

i. That this department.hold a qualifying examination operi to .those who 
have previously worked as umpires for.this department. 

2. F'irst examination to be held not ·later than Hay 20, 1959. Examination 
for college students returning at a later date will be arranged. 

J. That we z:atain Hr. Arthur Gore as examiner. 

4. That assignments are to be made without special consideration.to previous 
service and that umpires employed during 1958 and umpires who passed the re
quirements of our 1959 Umpire's School shall.be eligible for regular 
assignments. 

5. All umpires must be qualified to umpire at assig~~ent at plate and/or 
bases. 

6. Softball umpires shall be assigned from accredited list of American 
Softball association and by the Hassachusetts Commissioner of A.S.A. 
James F. Jones. 
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6. 0oftball Season will open on May 18. 

Baseball Season will open on June 1. 

7. Avery Hemorial Park. 

This property, having been taken by eminent domain and the deed recorded, 
now becomes the responsibility of the Recreation Commission. 

The following facts are important: 

The house located at J46 Crafts St. is in very poor repair. It will cost 
a Minim~ of $10,000 to put it in usable condition. 

Heating costs are beyond the ability of a tenant to pay. 

Any use of the property for Recreation purposes will call for remodelling 
and costly installation of safety features. 

It was voted to request that the City take immediate steps to raze the 
house and to move in the direction of improving the property as a garden 
spot with planned landscaping and garden plots for flowers, shrubs, etc. 

8. VOTED to request the Engineering Department to develop plans for the recon
struction work at Ne-:ton Lower Falls Playground and the Angier Playground. It 
is imperative that this work be undertaken as soon after the close of school 
as possible and that both grounds be ready for seeding not later than Au6~st 20. 

9. Montclair Playground. 

VOTED to ask Hr. R. Victor Stout of the Conmtission to serve on the Committee 
to be organfzed from Waban to arrange for proper dedication ceremonies· at this 
playground sometime in June. 

VOTED to designate this Playground as the Warren E. Lincoln Hemorial Play
ground and to so notify Hayer Howard Whitmore, Jr. 

10. Staff Personnel for the s~~er are now being assigned. 94 of last summer's 
staff have been invited to return. New appointments will be made between 
May 10 and 15. 

11. Mr. Johnson called attention to the meeting of the Newton Youth. Advisory 
Committee scheduled for Tuesday evening May 28th. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COHMISSION MEETING HELD ON HONDAY, 
MAY 18, 1959 

Members present: Mrs, Horthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Miss Katharine L. Howard, Secretary 

Minutes of the meeting held on April 27, 1959 were approved with the following 
corrections. Item 9 to read. Voted to designate this playground as the 
llarren E. Lincoln Playground ·and to so notify Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. and 

' the Honorable Board of Aldermen, 

1. Summer Playground Staff. 

Letters of Apoointment have been sent to more than 100 Playground Leaders, 
Life:3uards and Bathhouse Attendants. Several have not replied to date. 
Additional appointments will be made before the end of this week to fill in 
for those who have refused assignment or who have failed to reply. 

Our staff to date is made up as follows: 

- Adults - 11 Men 18 Women 
College Students - 17 men 
High School Students - 7 Men 

2. Recommendations on Supervision. 

27 \lomen 
J l-lomen 

Mr. Johnson requested further time for study of this problem. There must 
be some division so that full responsibility of management decision shall be 
in the hands of the person in charge. 

J. Report on Construction· Projects. 

a. Newton Lower Falls 

Plans have been drawn for this pro'ject, Specifications and Plans 
have been submitted to the Purchasing Department so that bids may be received 
very shortly. , 

b. Angier School. 

This project is being surveyed. Drain line will be necessary 
along the top of the embankment. Grade change may not be necessary but recommended 
that Baseball Diamonds be relocated. 

4. Vandalism. 

There are groups operating at various locations in the city who have no 
regard for public property. Our worst area at present is at the Albemarle 
Playground and the adjoining Lebert Property recently taken by eminent domain. 

I 
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5. lteport on Leagues. 

Softball League began play tonight, !lay 18, 1959 with 18 tea1ns in b<o 
Leagues. 

Baseball Leagues will get unden<ay on June l. 
llabe Ruth League has 9 teams, Junerican and National Divisinns will have 6 
tear::s each. 

6. 11eeting will be held on Tuesday, May '19, 1959 with ·represcmtatives from 
Waban organizations to discuss Dedication Plans for the Harren E. Lincoln 
Playground. June 1, 1959 has been selected as the date for Dedication. 

7. New England Lawn Tennis Patrons Program 

Mr. Halcolm Hill has requested permission to reserve Courts at Newton 
Centre during July and August for a Tennis Clinic and School with ~ompetitive· 
Team Play Hatches. 

Each person who registers shall pay a 50¢ fee per lesson. 
instruction on Nondays and Tuesdays on 3 - 4 Courts from l - 5 
>rill be played on Hednesdays and Thursdays on 2 - 3 Courts. 

There will be 
P.M. Hatches 

All details of·organization and program must be approved by the Recreation 
ConL"Tlissioner. 

Approval voted for this program. 

Heeting adjourned at 9:30 P.H. 

June meeting date was set on Honday, June 15, 1959. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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EONDAY, JUNE 1,5, 1)159 

hembers present: l'·1rs. Horthing L. dest, Chairman 
Hr, Joseph "Selden 
Hr. R, Victor Stout 
Er. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. C, ~van Johnson, Cominissioner 
Hiss Katharine L." HoHard, Secretary 

Neetlng was called to order at /:45 P.H. 

i·;inutes of the Nay 18, 19 ))I meeting were approved as recorded. 

l. :iurmoer l"rogram and Staff 

a, Copies of :itaff Assienments ;~ere submitted to members of the Commission. 
Training ami experience of :otaff l'ersonnel W3.s outlined. 

b . .Prog"ra:., /,cti.vities are scheduled much the same as last year. 

l'layeround Groups will be encouraged to take trips, 

Red Sox Baseball Uay will be scheduled in AU!,'11St Hith Kansas City 
as the visiting team. 

All Districts will oreanize District League competitions. 

Tennis Tournament at l:lurr - first week in August. 

Girls boftball Tournament at High ::Jcnool - second week in August. 

Hidget and Junior Baseball Ghampionship Games second >mei< in 
Au~ust. 

Playground Field Days on August 18. 

2, !<€port on Construction 1-"lMs. 

a. r;e'.·Iton Lower J<'alls - .dias have been taken. Ole expect to be able 
to seed the grounds in late August. 

b. Angier l"lan~round Plan is being draun up. Neh' drain system •<ill 
be installed at the embankment n~ar tne H. 'I'. A, line ann the entire playfleld 
will be reloamed and seeded. It is planned to change the location oi' the 
baseball field and to make it a Junior dimnond, 

c. L~vi .iarren Yield will be reconstructed during the next year to meet 
the n<:>eds of the :Jct1ool according to expansion plan. Presently, it is 
planned to construct 4 Hard top tennis courts on the southl<est siae of the 
Building Addition. 
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d. l':m,-ton South Hir;h Scr,ool - ¢110,000 has been ap!lropriated to haul 
fill from Levi "iarren si t'l ctevelopn'Ont of the Outdoor P'1ysical Education 
Plc.nt at liPwton South 

J. tieport on Netrton City Leagues. 

a. Baseball Lear;ues - lJabe l{uth 
National 
~-~eric an 

b. Softball Leagues - Industrial Division 
Club Division 

!} teans 
7 teams 
'I teams 

9 teams 
':) teams 

4. Hr. l1alcolm Hill of the Youth Tennis l"oundation of !lew England was 
granted pemisslon to promote their Tennis Instruction l'rogram !'or a 
period of six weeks at Newton Centre Courts. 

Classes would be organized Hith lessons to last 1·or 1 hour, 
Hembership fee was fixed by Youth Tennis Foundation at $1/lesson. 

5. ltecornmenc!ed that a study be made of rules ana regulations governing 
use of Crystal Lake with the possibility of a~endment and revislon. 

6. Letter of Appreciation l'rom Hrs. 'darren Lincoln 1-ms read and placed 
on file. 

'?. Letter i'rol'l hr. Kenneth Brinehurst 1·1as read and placed on file. 

8. Letters from Hr. Charles E. Keed ana Hr. 1ialdo Hainm·mrth of National 
Recreation Association v.~ere read and pla.c'3d on fi-le. 

!·:eetin.:; was adjourned at 9: JO P. H. 

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday ev9nine, !:ieptember U, 1';159. 

ttespectfully submitted, 
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hllWTES Or' ltECrtEATIOli CO!'iNL:iSlOil HiEriNG HELD ON l'!ONDAY 
OCTOBER. 19, 1959 

J'iembers present: Hrs. Horthing L. west, Chairman 
Hr. T. frank Copp 
Hr. rt, victor Stout 
Hr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
l'Jiss Katharine L. Howard, Secretary 

heeting 1{aS called to order at 7:45 t'. h. 

!Joted that Er. Joseph 0elden had requested permission to be absent. 

Hinutes of the June meeting were reviewed and approved. 

Notice taken that the Commission Heeting scheduled for Honday evening, 
September 21, 1959 had been cancelled because a quorum could not be 
present. 

JO rlaygrounds had been supervised during the 
witn a full complement of Leaders and Assistants. 
tions durin~ the s~~er. 

8 \teek sum.'Tler season 
There were three resigna-

•'ie must exert every means to secure more mature and competent leader
ship. uur ~.10.00/day maximum pay scale does not attract the, top notcn play 
leader. 

Our Sumv.er ~rogrrun was heavy. 

Junior and Midget Baseball Leasues with Championship Competition 
toward tne end of the season. Outstanding Players of Championship teams were 
selected and received recognition at the Annual Baseball Dinner. 

Girls Crafts averaged approximately 1000 units of Craft projects per Neek. 

Boys Crafts program was effective but did not involve so may projects 
nor as many participants. 

There were more trips this year than ever before. 

hed Sox Baseball game drew over 900. 

Inter-playground games and competitions were heavy. 

Tennis Instruction and Tournament l{ere well attended. 

Girls ..ioftball became an important part of girls activities. 'l'he 
Tournarnent drew 16 teams. The Tournament Champions were Carr !-'layr;round. 

l:licycle .:oafety Instruction was provided in each district. 

I 
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Field llays were scheduled and held on the last l'uesday of the summer 
season at all playgrounds except the itead Fund !'icnic which was held at Burr 
l'layground on the last llednesday. 

The •Whievement Awards 1-1ere presented to the outstanding rlayground 
Boy and Girl at each of our thirty playgrounds. 

Grystal Lake was "'ell patronized with on attendance of 106,000 even 
though we were closed twice during the swmoer. Chlorine Tablets were fed 
into the water manually after the second closing. Tr1ere was no appreciable 
change in the condition of the water. 

2. ::iul'ti'!BJ( DAY CAJ.iPS 

Letters of appreciation from the CaJnp Fire Girls and from the Newton 
Boys' Club for the use of Auburndale Playground and Allison Park respectively 
for Summer Uay Camps by these groups Here read, and placed on file. 

J. GJtU1JIJDS COi'l:.iT!WCTIOii AND HAINfENANCE 

a. Newton Lower Falls - Entire playground has proper drainage and 
has been graded and seeded. The ne"' grass has been cut six 
times to this date. Baseball diamonds will be laid out in the 
Spring of 1960. 

b. Lincoln r'layground - <P1152.00 has been transferred from the 
.-laban Play,;round Fund to Recreation Capital Outlays for the 
installation of a drinking fountain. 

l'nis construction has been requested by letter addressed to the 
Street Co~~issioner. 

c. Albemarle. The area of the Lebert House at 324 Crafts Street has 
been loaned and seeded. 

l'he bog area opposite the Little League Field has been 
filled. hore gracing will be necessary to improve this area. 

d. Angier. The drains have been constructed. ',iork was started 
on this contract after school opened. The area has now been 
graded and new loam has been added. Tne area will be seeded 
next week. 

e. Little Leacue Fields at rlichardson and Peirce have been resodded 
and topped with ne•; loam. 

f. !1.epair Hork has been done on the infields at Newton Centre, 
Albemarle, ,1igh School, Cabot Park and Lincoln Playground. 
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4. Construction under control of other Departments. 

a. lie~<ton 3outh High ::ici10ol - This Athletic field and }hysical 
Education nant as planned is inadequate and it is doubtful 
that it will be ready for the opening of School in 1960. 

This Department is on record concerning this project. 

b. Countryside ::>chool i'lay,;round. The area has been graded, 
loamed and seeded. No cutting of grass on this date. 

c. j;owe!'l School - area has been graded, loamed and seeded. No 
cutting of grass on this date. 

d. ,)paulding Scnool - Bids have been taken on construction of the 
addition to this playground. 

5. HAINftJiANCE - Our staff is now 2:. men. This unit has done a tremendous 
job during t.'le past year and particularly this past summer. In 
addition, the requests by the Junior High Schools 1or new anu auClitional 
fields have placed a heavier burden on the men. 

6. FALL AiiLl \IINTE1t J· ROGi1J1.H 

a. Supervision-outdoors on 9 1-laygrounds and in three Recreation 
Buildings. 

b. Indoor Program - will begin on November 2. 
17 Dance Classes 

1 Copper Class - may add 1 
1 Jiurni ture Refinishing 
2 Townline lottery 
4 Boys' Activities - Evenings at imerson 
1 Girls' Activities - Evenings at Emerson 
4 Sports }rograms - Hawthorn 
1 Boys nasketball - Headowbrook 
3 Adult hen - Neadowbrook - Countryside - hemorial 

. 2 hothers' Hobby Groups 
1 Indoor Sports Club - Physically Handicapped. 

Childrens Indoor. Programs on Afternoons at Hawthorn, 
;:ltearns, Boyd, Burr, Ner,.,ton Centre, Bowen, Emerson, 
Hamilton. 

The !iallDl<een Program is well organized Credit to Nicholas } . Tedesco, 
Hrs. Dorothy Garon, James E. Eurphy and Dr. R. "merson Sylvester. 

o. BlJ.JGET Analysis and Record of September JO, 1959 was presented ana dis
raissed. uur accounts are in good condition. ·,'nere should be no need for 
requesting additional funds. 
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l'lans for a Skating Rink and Outooor 3wirnming Fool drawn by Hr. 
lrank T. Eskrigge were presented and discussed. 

It Has indicated that t'le Skating Rink and area would cost an 
estimated ;p750, 000 and. the S1<im:ning }'ool 1<ould cost an estimated ;;i60, 000. 

It was voted t:1at hr. Johnson should present these plans to tile Hayor 
for ~is consideration and. recommended action. 

10. Letters of correspondence from the following l<ere read and placed on 
file. 

!'irs. I cia H. LoclG<ood 
Hiss Helen B. Andersson 
Hiss Gladys Forbush 

11. It 1<as voted that the land located. at the corner of Goddard and 
C'lristina :itreet in the Ne~<ton Iiighlands area originally held for the 
hecreation Department should be released for sale by the City. Tnis 
action is now taken because the land at the head of 0tephens Place 
originally desired for Playground Expansion has been sold to a iieal 
"state Developer by the previous owner. 

12. November meeting to be held on Honday November 16th at '7:45 l'.l'l. 
for the discussion of preliminary budget. 

lJ. Heeting adjourned at 10:15 F.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

143 



144 

8 · c;~T Afla.ls ~is a.nd lle<XH'cl-<>f-0epternbeP-3Gr-l959 '•las preceRteci and .DCDL , hg~ 
uicrn.iccerl. OuF aeoounts are in good eonriition. !here o 
i "' 1 ec.tte stiflg aGditieflal funds. I 

· l'±an5 ±'sF a dilatiRg Rinl< and OubE±eeF ;i·,,inlfliRg Peol ciFtmn lly l'iF. 
Fx aftil T. 
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dNUTr;S OF Ri<:CliliATION COl•J•Jlc;SION HC:El'ING hELD Oi'l 
hO@AY, lWVi':HBER 16, 1959 

All members present: Hrs. \lorthing L. \1est, Chairman 
Hr. Joseph ~elden 
Hr. ri. Victor Stout 
hr. T. frank Copp 
hr. C. Evan Johnson, Hecreation Commissioner 

hinutes of October 19, 1959 meeting approved as recorded. 

l. VOf,'ill that a letter of appreciation be sent to Hrs. Dorothy o.,ron for her 
excellent work as progr~crn chairman in coordinating and promoting our 1959 
Jtalloweim Parties. 

2. Noted that a card of appreciation had been received from the family of 
hrs. Dorothy HcCarthy, wife of our former Commission Chairman, Hajor 'Ailliam 
J. NcCa~thy. 

). VOfill to approve recom"1endation that all Basketball Teams in the Newton 
City Lea,;ue for 1960 must limit their rosters to legal Newton residents as 
of date, December )1, 1959. The Basketball League season Hill beein on 
January 4, 1960. 

4. VOfr::D that Block 1S, Section 14, Lot 18, located at Hawthorn Street opposite 
the Edwin 0. Childs rtecreation Center is not essential to our Recreation 
Program anci that our approval of Chapter 102 of the Acts and rtesolves passed 
by the General Court of Hacsachusetts during the Session of 1956 relative to 
S'l.le of t!lis land is still effective. This vote was unanimous. 

5. Nc;dTON CENTRE PLAYG1'0UND HOUSE 

Discussion concerning the part played by this building in our Recreation 
f'rorram. 

a. Is the program and activities demand adequate for such a structure? 

b. ls this building a hazarti when we plan for ltecreation use? 

c. Are there facilities available for our use in tne new Hasan !lice 
School? 

d. Can we justify the operating cost of this building for utilities 
alone in the amount of ~75.00/month? 

e. :Jhat were the. conuitions unuer which this property was transferred 
to' the City of Newton? See record o.f deed of transfer or gift and all 
pertinent information. 

VGTW: to table this discussion until further information could be 
made available. 
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6. Communication from Mr. James F. Sullivan of Stop ana Shop, Inc. to 
hoyor Hm-rard Hhitmore, ,Jr. offering cooperation of the ::itop and Shop, Inc, 
for the promotion of Recreation Programs at tLeir parking lot facilities. 

lteferred to l\ecreation Commissioner for further study anJ for con
ference with Hr. Sullivan, 

7. ~:reliminary Budget for 1960 presented for study and survey. The follow
ing schedules Here approved. All special recommendations will appear at 
the end of the Budget Schedule. 

60 - 0 - AD,•,INISfil.ATIW AlW !-ROGRAH. 

1 Personal Services 
J - Contractual Services 
4 Supplies and Haterials 
5 - Other Charges 
6 New Equipment 
9 Out of State Travel 

i>132,'?93.00 
5,020.00 

12,061.00 
650.00 

8,275.00 
250.00 

I 

TOTAL '1>159;049.00 159,049.00 

60 - 1 - ~lAii<TE:~ANCE Or' RECJ:\EJ,TlOl; AREAS 
E.(CLUSHE Of SCHOOLS 

2 Personal Services-Labor 
J - Contractual Services 
4 Supplies and Haterials 
5 - Other Charges 
6 - Net-~ Equipment 
7 - Capital Outlays 

TOTAL 

~102,'?'15.11 
11 '950. 00 
15,475.00 

'?5.00 
12,305.00 
35.000.00 

;jill/' 580.11 

60 - 2 SC:iOOL PLl.YGdOUNDS Al<D ATHL:SiiC FIELDS 

2 - Personal Services - Labor 
J - Contractual Services 
4 - Supplies and i'laterials 
7 - Capital Outlays 

TOTAL 

'I> 19,968.93 
4,400,00 
2,150.00 

29,000.00 
~ 55.51il.93 

60 - 3 U.iE OF' SChOuL BUILDING3 i"Olt RECJ\EATlON 

2 - Personal ::iervices - Labor 
J - Contractual Services 

TOTAL 

TOTAL lJUJG:ST E::3!IHATE 

;~ 5,500.00 
1 000.00 

;p 6,500.00 

~398,648.04 

I 
1T?,5d0.11 

55,518.93 

6, 500.00 

'1>398,648.04 
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:Opecial lwtice is given to the following recommendations. 

blJDG"T 60 - 0 

1. Salaries - \'hat steps can be taken to provide a longevity schedule 
which will benefit the long time dedicated worker with 25 years 
or more of service? 

2. Salaries- Hecommended that a letter be submitted to the Hayer's 
Ofr'ice requesting reclassification of !tecreation Supervisors 
from Class 13 to a new Class 15A with a maximum salary of $6000.00 
and that with this reclassification immediate adjustment shall 
be made to maximum for Mr. Nicholas P. Tedesco and that other 
adjustments shall be mutually agreed upon between His Honor, the 
Mayor and the Hecreation Commissioner. 

J. Salaries.- That a letter be submitted to the Hayer's Office request
ine reclassification of Recreation Leaders (full time) from Class 
6 to Class 9 with a new maximum of ~4750.00 and that persons em
ployed in this category shall have their salaries aajusted by 
mutual agreeMent between His Honor, the Hayer and the Kecreation 
Commissioner. 

4. Salaries and Personnel - Part-Time Leaders. 
a. That supervision and control at Crystal Lake must be maintained 

at a High Standard and that increased rates must be granted 
to capable Guards and assistants. 

b. That all costs for Umpire Services should be paid by the City 
and that no charges be levied against the Home Team. As a 
result our leagues should have better organization and we may 
have more and better teams. (Note: Cost to outfit a team and 
furnish necessary supplies can run over $500.00/year minimum). 

c. Our part-time leaders pay schedule is below the average paid 
for part-time leaders in surrounding communities. Our summer 
pay schedule must be increased if we are to attract the well 
trained playground leader. 

BUJJG]<;T 60 - 1 

1. Personal Services - Labor 

The increase in tnis object is reflected only in the request for 
5 additional laborers and the request for 50 additional days 
of overtime pay. \'lith our tremendous expansion of the past 
few years, it is impossible to maintain our grounds with only 
25 roen. 

?.. Contractual services show only a normal increase in appropriation 
request (12:/,) over appropriation of 1959. 
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3. Supplies and Materials - ~1040 over total requested for 1959. lie
quest last year was reduced by 4>1935.00. cle have been unable to 
purchase some of the basic supplies needed for the year parti
cularly tools and equipment. 

6. New Equipment. 
Aluminum or Steel Diving Board is absolutely essential. The 
old type laminated wooden board will not stand up at a public 
beach. 

Floodlighting at Crystal Lake will still be a good investment. 

A new tractor and front end loader. ~<ill pay for itself in a year. 
He have to haul from stockpile over 1000 yards of loam, sub~oil 

and clay. lie have to. load rubble and rubbish from large playground 
areas. 4e do considerable regradine; and reseeding. •>e haul from 
warehouse about 50 ton of Calcium Chloride each year. l1anual 
labor versus Machine equipment. 

Spartan Hower units must be replaced. Another year, we will have 
to add an additional 3 mm;er unit to our equipment. 

"?. Capital Outlays - All of these items are part of a progressive pro
r::ram of improve:10ent and .developnent. The baseball r"ield develop
ments can be done by Department Personnel. All others should be 
by contract with rigid specifications as part of the contract 
agreement. 

BULIGt;T 60 - 2 

3. Contractual Services 
Hard Top Courts must be repaired and resealed. 

?. Capital Outlays 
Tnese are esse:1tial to maintaining a modern Hie;h School ."<thletic 
Plant. 

The fencing ltecornmendation is nade because the ::ichool 0epartnent 
is anxious to secure better crowd control and better supervision 
of admissions to football games and other sports programs at 
be riigtl School Field. 

Kespectfully submitted, 
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hlNUTES OF TH~ rl~CiillATiutl COE!HSSION Nt:~THiU HELD ON 
!SONDAY EVENING - January 11, 1960 

Nembers present: Nr. Joseph Selden 
Nr. R. Victor Stout 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
~lr. C. ivan Johnson, Co=issioner 

hr. Johnson acted as Chairman of the meeting due to the absence of 
l'Jrs. 'dorthing L •. •lest(i'Jrs. \lest had called earlier in the day to inform that 
she would be unable to attend the meeting). 

ttecord was made that the December meeting of the Comroission had been 
set back to this. date, January 11, 1960. 

The minutes of the November meeting were approved as recorded with 
correction insert of approved 1960 ~reliminary Budget. 

1. rieports:-

a. 3kating 
3tarted at Edmands Park on December 25, 1959 
Started at Hare's Cove on December 24, 19 59 
Started at Crystal Lake on January 6, 1960 
No skating at Bulloughs fond as yet. 
First day on Flooded Areas- December 24. 
Flooded areas re-flooded by storm on December JO, 1959. 

b. Dancing Program. 
The mid-term dancing parties will be held during the week 

January 18-22, 1960. 

There are 16 classes now functioning at thirteen schools. 
fatal registrations are over 600 pupils or an average of J8 per class. 

c. Basketball Leagues started play on January 4, 1960. There are 
J divisions with '? teams in the American Lear,ue, 10 teams in the National 
Lea.;ue and 6 te;:uns in the Pony Lea,;ue. Schedules have been mailed to members. 

d. lndoor Crafts and Activities Prograrns were operating on a full 
schedule. There are 46 active groups(afternoon and evening) at 1'? centers 
in addition to the dance groups. 

2. On report that the Board of i<ldermen had voted to acce]Jt the land 
offer made by l-ir. Ray Hiller for playe;round land on Hawthorn Street identified 
as Sec. 14, Block 15, Lot 18 - it was voted to request that tne sale price 
of :P5,000 be appropriated to the ruecreation Department 1-1ith such additional 
funas as are necessary to provide for tne construction of Laycold sealed 
hard top tennis courts in place of the Clay courts and to provide for the 
construction of 2 regulation Bocci courts at tne Hawthorn Playground. 

). Budget Study. 
J{e-evaluation of the 1960 Prelininary Budget was made. Final 

budc;et figures are to be made a part of the rlecord of this meeting on receipt 
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of recommendations made by Hayor Donald L. Gibbs concernir.g salaries and wages. 

The foll01<ing Budget Totals were approved. 

a. Administration and Yrogr~~ I 
Code No's. Appropriated 1959 Expended 1959 Hequested 1960 

60-0 ~136,442.74 ~130,663.87 ~154,963.86 

b. I'Iaintenance of Hecreation Areas Exclusive of Schools 

60-1 150,597.06 141,012.51 . 185,650.48 

c. Care & Alterations of School Ylaygrounds and Athletic Fields 

60-2 22,894.55 20,402.24 57,400.00 

d. Extended Use of Schools 

60-3 5,900,00 5,723.97 6,500.00 

Totals 2SI?,tl02.5SI 404,515.3'• 

!tespectfully submitted, 

I 
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i-lJ.:~~U1'...:_;._; 01<' rl.:.Gn.~h.l.u ... ~~~ CG~u·1iu..ii.G:~ h~bl'li·H] uiLD 0.~ 
F:.i:D~~Lu-~lti ';I, l jUO 

l·~r::,. 'riurt..iLill~ L. -~ie.st .. , Chairman 
hr. Josel--':1 ~elc.ien 

hr. d. \llctor Stout 
l·u'. T. iran,~ CofJp 
.i·1r. ~ . .J:van Jo11nson, Com . .r.·1issioner 

l-:inutes a..::· ti-::.e Januc..ry meeting v1ere apv:coveu.- as rccordeJ. 

1. Dudce t heview 

·1'ne .followint; bu<.iget Totals >.1ere a.,,proveu uy t!l8 hayor ior 19:.;0. 

.)<dJlJ:<..i !ti .. t\.) rl~kj l'~J r1.l-- .1 ri.O V £.iJ tJf l·H~ YCfl 

Go - 0 154,YGJ.oG 1:,.2,011.93 
60 - 1 1i35,G50.46 145,44?.48 
60 - ~, 57,40U.CJO Z6,65J.OO ,_ 
Go - J 6.500.00 b 400.00 

l'otal 404,514. J4 321,512.41 

l'ne kayor nas reduced the requested ·bud,;et by ~oJ,OOO.OO or 20.5~ 

lt is indicat"d thac oervices vrill have to be cut back boti1 as to supervision 
and care. 

1-'urchase oi' new equip::1ent has been elininated except tor a Lractor-.Loal.Ler and 
H.epJ.ac.:ement l·,;.o-...rers for our Sparto11 hov.-er l.inits. 

fuere \.'ill oe prac-c,icaily no construe t.ion worK t.ione on our areao this Jear 
cit!:..er at Sclwol 0rounds or 1-<Loysrounus. 

rteL:(Ue::.:5t, for 5 auuitiunal pen.iOllnel on ti1e haini:.enance ::>tali' Has re~uceQ -co 
3 r;Jen. 

1. a. CJur serviceu Oa:.:,eU on Lea:.ierS:iip will have Lo be curtailed. 
b. L'Ur pro~rcu:'! of supervision ani control at Grys·to.l L.:tke V.'ill nc..ve Lo be 

cof~11"Jl8tely revised. 
c. Lain;:,ennnce i'rot:;ram 1...rill be haru presseO. aue to limiLations of bu-it;et. 
d. i'!tere ""'ilL be no l\ed Construction war~.: or reiJuilciint,; i<>~ork. 1-'ract.ica.lJ..y 

a:l Cc;p.ital Uul:tlays have been elir3inated. 

~oi'lrrmnicaLions. 

Letter i'rOL.I Nev1ton Lit.t::i..e LeaL',Ue n.u.vi~ory CoJar:ittee reque::lting that rtecreation 
uep·:1..rt:r:ent become .spon;:_--:ors ol the 1-k'l .. :ton Little L~ac_;Ut~S and t:nat this 
!,}epari:..c;:ent unde0.·JTite tile Leacues 'i:_)y providinG one u:.1Lpire per gar:te ctnu two 
base Tllls per f;Cl.I:le. 
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VOT,;J) to grant Aav~sory Colrlmittee leave to withd.raw their requ,st and that 
proper explanat.ion basec.i on buJ.geG limitations ~lnl services alreaJy 
;)rovicled by t:ue .JepGt.rt:nent for d - L-~ yedr allis in_ base Uall be given in 

the leLter • 

.... -). t...:r.yt>tal Lake ri.ules er; .nerulations. 

1'110 rl.ecrea tion Corm tissioner iti tryint; to arr(:';_nge a· me8tin~ wi tit hr • 
.Jil,~atale 1 s Oi'lice (St,ate l.Jept.. oi r-·ubJ..ic ... orks) to revieT.v the present 
rules anu rebulat..ion:s with a view toHani reviblon. (dote-a telephone 
request ha;::, [Jeen receiveu that Cryst-al LaKe be opened to scti..Lii1£; (which 
'.·rill lnclude 1.nstruction anw.. racing.) 

4. ;.. 1-~esolution on the Ueath ol' }.r. bicholo..s i. 'leuesco I:Jd~ c.±.L<opceu. anu. it H::t.S 

voted tn~tt. it oe sent to Hro. l'eGesco <HlU. ttlat a copy be c;p.ceau on the 
records of thi.::; meet-ing. 

) .. iinter .i~ro[;rarl! H.e_tJor.t. 

a. 0;.;:o.ting- .. Jares .~ave - 2i u.aya \-.rith attenU.anc_e ol over 40,000. 
CrysLal Lake - ,2,.:. uay.::; vrith attenuance a~· over .2j,Uuu. 
Ti1ere }-lOre l"+ Llom.:ed are2.~:; which nave been used a groat. c:.eal. 

r_ttenu_ance at tnes~ areas Hil.i overat,:e bet.ueen jO - /5 Jk!' ar,'y UurinB; 
tae sc.l1ool \·n~ck at ea.cn location. 

o. iG~oor .1-'ro[;rarn. 

55 0las5e~ a Heel< 
4J Uayt.ime se.:.;sions - 1.2 evenint, sessions 
17 0•ncing ~lasses 

c. ~,-t~ketball - Go..';les pL,•yed 5 night.:> per Heek. Competition ior playoff 
positions is very ke~n. Gt;neral consensus is that tl1e L(;a,;ues rtre 
stronger anU. ted.Jr,::.; are o.i' rea~.:ion,'--Lbly equal sLrenbt~n. .1.'ue rule lir1itinc 
nemoers~nip to i~eHton resiu.ents aao ueen a Hise one. 

1/ vlctsses in operatlon. U11e clabS will be c.:.r·opveu ana t'i .. iO will be 

comuineu, in tne second Lena so tn.s.t · .. ~e '•~'ill nave a LOtPll ol ij classes . 
.-:e vvill distantinue \'.~"hen clus~es urop oelo,; a re~ist.r~o_tiun of 2.0. 

o. von.StJ.l v:m t. rtrc:.tll teet on .:J~aT..iug il.rea a.:1u Sv.riHi! .. ~llrlG 1 ooi. 

a. hr. Juunson v.;iLL t;eeh. to _nave t..ne: hayor cl,lriry our _}Jooit.l.Oll in relatlon 
to h1·. /1\'=lnr;: ~skrigse ~.~ho na.::; uone ~o mUCll on a uesisn l.Jro&ram. 

l'ni:.:; pl'ocra ... "Yl is a pO.jtJi:Jility Hii:.!.l c:;uz..ranvce o.t· :Jto..tc -~id if tne Community 

oq::anizes. 

I 
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G. Gapibl 0utlc-cys (ScilOol Grounds) 

Lr. Johnson Has instructed to 1,,;rite to the 3cnool Cm:.::tittee inforr;.ing them 
ti1at t:1e ~Ud[;et a;.') pret:iently :::.prroveci O,:,r L.ayor Donalu L. Lri"u.us uoes not 
include 

a. i rotective .:5;-d'ety ~lire at tne 1-~ir;n School r'ield 
b. i·J8W fcJce-oi'J rtun ·Jrtys at 1.~it;h Sc.:100l '.Crack 
c. he\\' suri'ace at riarcitop Courts at .rao1 ::.:ichool 
d . .r'rotec vive i'encillt_; at •Vee~..::s dunior .tiibh Scnool 

9. ·i 2.cancies 

1·1r. JD!tn~on w<ls insttructeu to se·cure a rulint; 1'rom Civil .;)ervice concernin0 
qu:-~.lii"iP-t.i persons t.o be i.rn,erviewea to 1 il.J. tt1e vacancies exis Linb .~.or 

;_:,upervi...,or [;J:d i'ul.l time ri.ecred.t.lon LeC:.ilL8I'." ~~OLiCl~ i::; t.O be siven to tlle 
t,.;o::·1:~lis::;ion nemuers as sooiJ a:;; ir....i..Orr:l::tt.lon ·is available. 

Hr. heeLing- '.·:ith linanc·e Col:l.i'Jit.tee 1::; 0cheuuleU for i'nur~uay, Larcl1 10, 19'~0 at· 
'} i:'.n. 

11. l·.i.arcll nee c. in.:; or· necrt::rttlon ~of:l!:1iss1on to ·oe 11elci on l.'.i.Onuay; ha.rcn il, l')uU 
ac. /:~+.5 r.l-l. 

Lt)etinG aci.journeU at .LO: )J r.d. 

iLespecti'u.lly su::n:1itted, 
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HINUTES OF RECn.EATION COl1HISSION !1EETING HELD ON 
HONDAY, !-!ARCH 21, 1960 

Hembers present: Mrs. 'dorthing L. \<lest, Chairman 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R. Victor Stout 
Nr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 

~linutes of the February meeting were approved as recorded, 

1. The Commission interviewed 11r. William J. Barry and Hr. Ralph 1'1. Hamil.ton, 
candidates for the position of Recreation Supervisor, These men are listed 
one-two on the Civil Service list, Both men were informed that no appointment 
would be made before April 1, 1960. 

2. Mr. Johnson read a letter of thanks received from Hrs. Nicholas P. Tedesco. 

J, Summary of Winter Program. - Second Term, 

Basketball 
American 
National 
Pony 

J Leagues 
( 1) Burke Drug 
(1) Auburndale Juniors 
(1) Untouchables "Y" 

4 Nights per week at Bigelos 

Evening Programs 
Recreation Basketball - No Leagues 
Recreation rlobby Groups 
Golf School 
Newton Badminton Club 
Sacred Heart School Basketball 
Club Groups - Basketball & Games) 
Scout Groups 

Total 51 Periods/week 

Afternoon Programs 
14 Schools 

- Dancing 
16 

Cent. 0 
periods/week 

J Recreation 
Total - 66 

Crafts 
14 
2 

Games 
10 
21 

118 games 
(2) Newton J<:lks 
(2) Boys Club Juniors 
(2) Hawthorn Hawks 

l Night per week at Hawthorn 

10 
8 
2 - 6 Classes 
1 
J (weeks) 

18 
4 

Hobbies 
1 
2 

Skating - 27 days 
changed. 

Summary Report made at February Heeting has not 

4. Rules & Regulations Concerning Use of Crystal Lake. 

State Department of Public \iorks - Licenses and Permits aaVJ.ses that we may 
revise as we deem necessary. Arrange for a review of the proposed revision 
by their office, 

I 

I 
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We must certify that the Recreation Commission performs the duties of the 
original Playground Commission. Proposals for revision of rules and regulations 
are to be submitted at the May meeting. 

Should turnstiles be installed as a means of attendance control? Discussion 
of merits. No decision reached. Investigate further the use of turnstiles. 

5. Report on Proposed Swimming Pool & Skating Rink. 

Mayor Donald L. Gibbs had advised that any development along these lines 
appear to be at least three years away and requests that I so notify Mr. Frank 
Eskrigge (architect who has spent much time on designing these facilities). 
hr. Gibbs will discuss the matter with Hr. Eskrigge if it becomes necessary. 

The Commission is much concerned that these Capital Improvements must be 
postponed and instructed the Commissioner to write an appropriate letter to 
rtis Honor the Mayor expressing our concern at the delay in providing essential 
Recreation facilities for the people of Newton. 

6. Program for Physically and Mentally Retarded 

There have been interested groups suggesting that Newton take advantage 
of the opportunity to develop a program for this group with the financial 
aid program offered by the State. 

Miss Margaret Otto of the Scnool Department and Mr. William A. Perry of 
the Mass. Association for Retarded Children have made surveys of these groups 
and have submitted reports to this office. 

Mayor Gibbs has indicated that he is favorable to this program with State 
Aid and if it can be worked into our program schedule. 

Commission voted to support program and instructed that staff be selected 
and arrangements be made for organizing the group. 

7. Newton Centre Playground Hou~e. 

Our costs for General }laintenance and ·supervision of the building will 
range between $2500 and $2600 per year. The average cost per person who uses 
this building for Indoor Programs is approximately $1.00 for each period. 
Seven periods per week are reserved for special groups such as Scouts, Archers, 
Scout Leaders, Sacred Heart Girls Group. The remaining periods are for our 
own Recreation Program and is attended chiefly by a very small number from 
Sacred Heart School. The Playground itself is used extensively for baseball, 
tennis and summer playground. Average attendance at the Indoor Programs is 25. 
Other attendance is credited to Baseball, Tennis, Skating, Toboganning, Coasting 
and Summer Playground. 

Sut;'gested that further study be made and that we explore the poss'ibilities 
of a modern field house installation to meet the needs of the area. 
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The present structure is obsolete, a fire hazard, unsightly and a costly 
part of our total upkeep program. 

8. ~pring Program. 

Softball Leagues to begin May 16 or 2). 

VOTED: 

(1) All members of Industrial League Softball Teams must be bonafide 
employees of company represented. 

(2) All members of Club League Softball Teams must be bonafide residents 
of_ City of Newton. (Assessed poll bo?k.) 

Baseball Leagues to begin June 6. 

Outdoor Playground Supervision will begin on April 20 at the following 
locations. 

Boyd Park 
Carr Playground 
Hawthorn Playground 
Stearns 
franklin 
\ie s t Newton Common 

9. Summer Playground Staff 

Burr Playground 
Cabot Park 
Auburndale Playbround 
Newton Centre 
Li?coln Playground 

Applications are about half of previous years. There are very few with 
playground, camp or teaching experience. 

10. April meeting will b·e the Annual Board Members meeting of the Mass. 
Kecreation Association to be held at the Colonial Inn at Lynnfield on April 
5, 1960. 

11. May meeting will be scheduled for Hay 16. 

12. 11eeting adjourned at 10:)0 P.M. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

Secretary 

0pecial Notice March 19, 1960 

Mr. William J. Barry was notified this date of election and appointment to 
position of Kecreation Supervisor effective as of April ·1b, 1960. 

Mr. Ralph W. Hamilton was notified of the decision to appoint Nr. Barry 
to the position of Supervisor. 

I 
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EillUTi':S OF t:ECREATION COh!'IISSION liiillTI1m H£:LD ON w'EDNESDAY", HAY 25, 1960 

hembers present: hrs. ~farthing L. Hest, Chairman 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R. Victor Stout 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. C. Evan Johnson, ttecreation Cocunissioner 
Hiss Katharine L. Howard, ::'ecretary 

Neeting was called to order at 7:45 LN. 

Hinutes of the March meeting were approved as recorded. 

Record is made of attendance at the hassachusetts 
Recreation Association Board !>!embers Dinner on April 5, 1960 at Lynnfield. 

1. l'!iss Hary L. Vara appeared before the Com:nission as a candidate for the 
position of full-time Kecreation Leader-General. 

After the interview, there was discussion as to the need for a full 
time leader at this time. It uas voted to instruct the Commissioner to with
draH our requisition to Civil Service for full-time Leaders and to infono 
Hiss Vara of our decision. 

(Note: (Mr. Johnson has writ teri· to Civil Service requesting. that names 
of persons not no• available for employment as Kecreation Leaders (full
time) or who have not worKed for several years be removed from the Civil 
Service List. ) 

2. The Commonwealth of Hassachusetts, Departn:ent of Education has approved 
our request for a Recreation Progra~ for Handicapped & Retarded Children in 
the City of Nel,'ton in accordance with Chapter 69, Liection 29D of the General 
Laws. 

de are now in the process of interviewing candidates for the leadership 
of this program. Any person employed must be certified by the State Depart
rJent of Education if we are to receive Litate Aid. \1e will also explore the 
possibilities of transportation for t'.ose who reg_ister. 

Program and Time Schedule. 

July 6, 1960 - August 16, 1960 
9:30 A.M. - 2:30 P.H. Daily, l'.anday through Friday 
!Jrograr:1 intent is hecreational lfith so:r.e attention to ha~its and co
ordination. 
There are 41 known eliGibles at present. 
rtecommended that salary of 2 leaders be fixed at ~75.00/week and if 
assistants are needed to fix their salary at ~60/week. 

3. l{eports on K1.intenance. 

a. Drinking fountain installed at Lincoln ~layground. 
b. Habnn Improvement Association >rill install a flagpole 
c. Contracts drawn for 

1. Front-end Loader and 6 Spartan Nm<er Units 
d. Kepair Problems 
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Heavy run of repairs on Jeeps and trucks 
Tractor Roller needs overhaul. 

e. All tennis courts conditioned and in use. 
f. All baseball and softball fields in operation 
g. All Little League Yields are being used to the limit. 
h. Heavy rains and \iet Spring have increased our maintenance work. 
i. "ilellington Hayground - J!Juch damage by vandalism. Cost over 

$200.00 for repairs. 
j. 1-'e rsonnel 

Frank Shea has been appointed t'ermanent ii'oreman. 
J ne1< laborers have been employed. 

4. Leagues & Schedules 

a. Softball Leagues - letter from Nr. William Barry, Director of 
Softball Leagues requesting that we rescind rule limiting team 
membership to Newton residents in Club League. Co:mnission denied 
the request. 

b. Baseball Leagues will begin season on June 6. 

5. Communications. 

a. Hequest of United Cerebral Palsy Association for permission to 
operate Day Camp at Neuton Centre Playground from July 6 -
July 29, 1960 was approved. 

b. ltequest of Newton Boys Club for JCermission to use Allison Park 
for Day Camp frogram from June 27 to August 6, 1960 was approved. 

c. Invitation I·rom City of Boston to attend SJ1nposium on Recreation 
at Boston University on Tuesaay, Hay Jl, 1;160 was read. 

d. Letter from Community !l.ecreation Service of boston inviting 
Newton to book the Cnildren' s Theatre Stac;ernobile during su:n.'Tier 
at ')ilGO.OO for two shows. 
Commission approved booking. 

6. Su~r.er Program 

fentative List of Su.,.mer Staff uas subMitted. 
Our summer staff schedule does not extend beyond our budget 

appropriation. 
Two areas of difficulty on staff are in our Crystal Lake Life~;uards 

and in adult trained leaders to be in charge of playgrounds. 

7. Fourth of July. 

Newton Centre Improvement Association has made all arrangements for 
their J~.nnual E'ield Dc:.y and i'ireworks Display. 

l'nere is· ,;eneral feeling in the area that the Firm;orks with the 
consequent traffic and crowd control problems are not essential and should 
be eliMinated. 

8. New England Area ~onference was held at Sw2..mpscott Hay 16 - 18,1960. 
L:onference meetings >mre very well jlanned and the program was most 
valuable. 

I 
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a. t:aca member of the Comnission >rill receive a letter of instruction 
concerning photographs to be taken by Bachrach. 

b, June neeting to be held on Nonday, June 20, .1960 at 7:'>5 !'.N. 

heeting adjourned at 10:15 !'.H. 
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l'bffibcrs present: hrs •. :orthing L. ~~lest, Chairman 
r-:r •. Jo;::.;eph .:)eloen 
Er. n. Victor Stout 
i(r. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. C. Evan Johnson, itecrea.tion Commissioner 
hiss I\.atharine L. Eow2.rli, Secretary 

:-1inutes of the Eay meeting Here approved as recorded. 

1. l(eported that permits for b<O Day Camp Groups of !ted feather Agencies 
and one for L:erebral hl.lsy Association had been approved, namely: !Jewton 
Boys Club - Allison Fark; L:arnp Fire Girls - .>uburnd:1le flay:;round; L:erebral 
1-·als~r A~-;s.ociation - Neuton 1_:;entre 1-'layr;round. 

2. hnnounced that a J.Jay Canp lTO[;rarn Experinent for :c·hysically handicapped 
and hentally ttetarcled Children Has to be held at the Spaulding School Nith 
l·~rs. Jorothea ~onahue of Hedford, 1-'.:::tss. end hr. Cle!nent l• .. cCann of Newton 
as Directors. Letters of invitation will be mailed on Tuesday to Parents 
of all children 11'fho are of record. Transport2tion arrangements have not 
been completed. 

J. Report given on Symposium on ~ecreation held at boston University. Basic 
subject concerned Recreation Vevelopment for boston. 

4. hevie·" of Fees and Charges. 

ihere 1-ms discussion of the present rates established by this Depart-
17lent witf1 a revie\f oi the returns from these charges. 

It was reco:'l!'lended that a survey be made or' this r;ro:Jlem in our neigh
boring towns and a report and recome1endations be suoroitted at the September 
rneeting. 

5. T;.;ombly House Fund. 

Tbe Boara of Trustees consisting of l'~rs. ·.1orthin;:; L. dest, Hr. ·o,lenciell 
H. UaucJarJo.n cmd l·Irs. lliHin Hawkricige held a meeting in this office. 

Hecormcended that 1-ir. Johnson call a meeting of interested citizens of 
the Upper Falls iJistrict namely, Hr. Joseph Gattuso, hr. George .-:lraceland, 
Hr. Robert hcLaubhlin, Hr. ,:~lbert Carroll and hr. John Shaughnessy liith 
the reqwost that they make a definite reco=endat~on to the J3oarci of !'rustees. 
( llote: This neeting 1-rill be held on \iednesday, June 2.2, 1960). 

6. ~ummer ~taff Organizatton: 

l·,e:nbers received the staff assi&nnent lists as in effect to date. Two 
resie;nations uere noted as of this date. He have i.+-4 new leaders and assist
c:.nt leariers as=icned for this yeA-r. ·.-ie al~,o have 4 new lifebuards and 6 new 
brtthl1ou~~e 0ttenclants assigned. There is approximate]y a 45% turn-over in 
personnel for tl..is SUI11r1er season. 

I 
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7. There was sowe general discusEion of program needs for the summer. 
l-"articular stress Has Given to the possibilities of trips to concerts ancl 
muse~~s and in extenaed inter-playground activity. 

8. Gen~ral iteport on the conrii tions of our grounds and reference to the 
cooper~_tion a~d ~-:.elp of th<J 1-'olice .Oepa.rtnent in locating those responsible 
for van(1;=l~lism on o'J.r srounds. 

9. ::iepc;ember i':eeting Hill ,,e held on Lonaay, :.:eptember 19, 1960. 

10. Heeting acijourneci at 9:15 t.l'J. 

hespectiull;,' suomitted, 
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hllJJ lr~..J UJ.·~ nGCrLi:rli.:Lul~ ~Gh.dl0.31Ul·~ h~~l<.;fi.l'JG HZLlJ UN 
hu:~J.,f, ;i!':P l'ih.5Ei( 19, 1960 

hernoers present: l·.irs. ~forthine L. ,Jest, Cnainnan 
Er. Josepb .Selden 
hr. !t. victor Stout 
hr. J:. Fran~ Copp 
Er. .rio'.\~arU_ -~hi tmore, Jr. 
1·1r. C. Evan Johnson, ri.ecreation Cmru'lissioner 

l·.inutes of the June Meeting Here approved as recorded. 

hr. Johnson reported officiall;:,r t:-.e retirement of hiss i\atharine L. iim,;ard, 
trincipc.l Clerk, after 42 years of service in the hecreation uepartPJent. 

Voted-that a letter of appreciation and congratulations be sent. to ,,,iss Jimmrd 
from this Co~~ission. 

~-~r. Jo"nnson announced the tr::J.nsfer of hrs . .Uorothy G. .:.Jr11 Lh from the Gonp
troller 1 s of_!' ice to the rtecrcation Departrr1ent to take over the position of 
2rincipal C:lerk. 

1. .rt~port of ,)um.fler Season and rrot_:rarn. 

11.. .Jay Ga..rnp for retarded & lianaicctpped at 0paulding ~cnool. 
22 ~ampers regis tereU. Av~rage daily at t.enu.ance ,,,as 17. 
~amp operated for six 1veek period 5 aay:.s per ¥Jeek. l'here 
\'.'ere no postponements of' activity _periods. 3o!l!.e periods 
1-.rere s~1.ortened on the iev,r a~:;ys vrhen we h.:1U rain. two 
part.iet~ 1.1ere held-one at t~'1e home oi Hr. HcCann, one of 
t11e instructors-tOe second one was hela. at the camp sit.e 
one Has in tne nature o.l a bir-l.c<.ci.J.Y party l·ur tne C{ii.iaren 
T::ho nad .hPD birthnay:::> aurint; the car:1p sea::; on. nwd.rcis 1\fere 
preoenteJ for peri'ect ilttenuance and lor C~llp memOert:iillp 
at this party. 

r-rograrn was excellent. C:nilciren looKed fon.varu to each 
days activity. 

Total cost of progr2:.1 .pL, 240.21. 

t<.equested reimbursement lrom .3tate ~1,120.10. 

Leaders Here l·~rs. Dorothea .Jonahue an.i hr. Cler:1ent l'.cCann. 
They are to be comnencied for their excellent ~ork. 

B. c:iwomer rlay,;rounds. 
itegular programs carried out on J2 ;;rounds. 16 of these 
area.s had full time ciay-tirr.e supervision anct evening su_l-)er
vision i· .. onday throug-n lriclay. 

General Cor..r.:ents by .Stai'r'
rcequcst 9 to 10 week season. 

Inter playground activity for liirls' Tewns. 

I 
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Adult interest necessary (particularly eveninc;s). 

Wider range of activity for children under 9. 

i'rodern playc;round equipment. 

Problems for JJepartment-
hore mature staff needed-means a better pay scale. 

£raining Institute for Leaners with pay. 

Longer Season seems necessary. 

i'roerain lor early Teen-A£ers ~ 

How to cope with { ancialism. 

Development of Swirmninc; Facilities. 

Atcendance P.eport-

1-laygrounds (from Heport Sweets) 
Crystal Lake (count on chec;cing) 
naseball ci: Softball (J61 ga:nes) 
Yicnics (J locations) 

Total 

Crystal.Lake-

166,?48 
8'},095 
54,150 

6 .:.oo 

Jl6,)9J 

Jn,tenciance totals 8),09) .. Lifeguard staif of 14 men. 
·,ie picked up four new c;uards who did excellent <mrk • 
.3Hir.t~ing Tea..-, was organized. anLi had one meet \-lith .:jrae 
.Jurn Country Club. hr. hark Feterson did an excellent job 
as 9eac}1 f'Lanager. He gular check probra..11s ;·:ere ~eld for 
all t;uarcis throut;h the sea:::on under his airection. 

!Jaseball-
bab8 rtuth League-

90. rtegular season .;;ames 
'? !-'layoff Games· 

iJeHton t..:entre 3inoyans-t_;narflpions 
NeHton :Joys 1 Club-ri.unner-up. 
Garnes played at-

Nmvton Centre-Lincoln, higi1 Scnool. 
Ten 'l'eam Lear;ue-::tll tea."":l::> had spcmsors. 

National Lea[;ue-
45 itecular Season ba..'Tles 
11 1-J..ayoi"f gaines 
~laba.n InU.ians-Chai.ipions 
Boys 1 Clu-o-rt.unner-up. 
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LocA.ti..on 

Boyd Yark 
Carr School 
r'ranklin. 
l:lurr !-ark 
CaUot 1-ark 
n.uCurncale 
Neh~7.-on Centre 
Stc-1.rns .3chool 
Ha:-1thorn 

Ar:1erican League-
56 hegular .:3eason Gar;~es 
11 i·layoff Games 
Cabot Club-Cha1npions 
Auburndale .lierchants-liunner-up. 

Total 11.egular Season Games 
iotal r layoff Games 

t'otal Games-Season 

Softball- . 

19i 
..£!. 

2ZO -
Ne•N"ton Softball League-lniiustrial J.Jivision. 

Gh=pionsnip vacated because ri.ilytneon anci Sto·N"e
HoodarJ were violating rules anu usinc; ineli.:;ible 
players. 

Ne·c·Jton Softball-Club 
Art ~arroll Club-.iinner anu received championsnip a'.Jaru. 

11ecrea t ion Departr:rent-f\tl.l be;-l~~on l_) ro1;ra.m 

:Oeptember 12,1)160 

Caleo Scully 
hrs. _ &ii th ',iolcot t 
John !'looney 
Nrs. isther 'l'oher 
'l'nomas L;rnch 
~el ttyan 
Joaul Sheehan 
Frank .reros 
ii.alph damil ton 

Schedule 

han. thru r'ri.f.h.-Sat.A.l"1• 
1-lon.tnru r'ri.l'.h.-Sat.A,h. 
Eon.thru Fri.f.E.-.:3at • .r-~..l•.l. 
i1·1on. thru r'ri.1- .h. -Jat.A.h. 
Hon.thru lri.i-.h.-.:iat,.c.l-~. 
bon. thru !o'ri.l-'.h.-,jat.A.h. 
hon. thru 1--""'ri.P.h.-Sat.A.l·!. 
bon. thru J:''ri. 1-. h. 
Hon.thru r'ri.Lh.-Sat,A,H, 

J. Discussion of need for 3Himrning and Jkating 1treas. 

Ueneral discussion of inadequacies of 0rJstal Lake and our facilities 
there. 

Letters frorn Alderman 'fneodore D. harm ami hayor i.Jonald L. Gibbs 
concerning the s·,.,irM:ing problem were read. 

rhere was ceneral discussion of follo'lling questions: 

;/hat type of rool do we want? lnaoor or outaoor. 

Sh~ll it be h.u.C. tax supi orted or privately o•,;nea (subscription 
or shares) 

:Inat cost must t·Ie estimate? 

I 

I 
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Next step-Confer \-lith ~-ir. Cnarles .0m·me, to discuss problem. 
Certain definite facts nust be established. C~nr'erence to be 
arranged Hi th l"' la.nr1ing Doard and others. 

i\1r. Johnson uas directed to ~-rrite to l'lr. r'rank ?skriGge and 
advise jiM that u!ltil such tirr.e as He have some detinite plans 
of pronation or direction that it :wuld be um;ise to continue 
his work on plans. :fnen our plans are more definite, he will 
be given the opportunity to make application to dra!·l pl.ans o.na 
organize developnent. 

4. l:Judr;et >"rograrn for ren:ainder of 1960. 

A. Construction ';ork at Thompsonville anci •'lest i<el·rtcon Ball 
JJiarnonds will start next Heek. 

B. One Yencing contract for Hark at Lincoln fla;n;round has not 
been a~.,r::trded as yet. ur. Sher::1an (an abutter) requests Cedar 
Strip fence. ··/e Ha."lt a part of his land. 

c d.ecord is 
clean-up. 

being kept of work being done for l1urricane .Janna 
·fhis has retarLted our f2.ll development work. 

D lfandalisrn and da;jage to fall sport installations are a diiricult 
proi:Jlern. 

5. .:iurvey Ji.epo:r:t on fees ana Charges . 

.H.eports ·Here received irom 10 co:n.'TI.unit.ies • 

.:ituciy of li.eports shoH that Newton's fees are not out of line. 
In rr1ost cases our iees are lo".ver. 

voted-to continue .fees i'or 1960 as originally auopteci. 

Voted-to discontinue cla0s in To{v'"n-line fot.tery as there are 
no-£ adequate Jacilities for representative class croups, aml 
because the costS do not \~arrant support lor a prcgrs.r~1 for 
16 people. 

Lr. Johnsmi tJas instructeU to secure approval from h • .iJ.~. !'or 
skating permit fees at Au·ourno.nle rr6m all persons w1o use 
the area. 

l~ext meeting is scheduled for October 17, 1960. 

~'lr:-~ .•. ~·est. invited ~he members of the ~o:r..:1ission to the tiailovJeen supper on 
OctoOer Jl at her home. 

!'ieetine; P..:Ijcllirned at 10:15 i>.h. 

:tespectfully subrnitted, 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COtlHISSION 11EETING HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 1?. 1960 

Member's present: Mrs. Horthing L. \-lest, Chairman 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
l1r. T. Frank Copp 
l1r. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 
Mrs. Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Minutes of the September meeting 1-rere approved as recorded. 

Letter read from Mr. Jerome Grossman, President of the Newton Council of 
Parent Teachers Association re. Mr. Alvin Caplan, 11 Glastonbury Oval, Haban 68, 
attending the Recreation meeting as liaison representative between the Comm
ission and the Council. 

The Commissioner reported that he had written to !1r. Caplan advising him of 
the date of this meeting and the agenda. 

1. Swimming Facilities-

VOTED: That Mr. Charles Downe, Planning Consultant, a member of the 
School Department, or School Committee, and a representative of the Park 
Commission be invited to attend the November Commission meeting to discuss 
the possibilities of providing an indoor swimming pool in the area of the 
Ne;~ton High School which would be used for school and community on a full 
schedule. This site was suggested because the city may be able to secure 
School Building Assistance funds to re~ce the cost to the city. A general 
discussion followed on the kind of pool, indoor or outdoor, locations, such 
as Albemarle, Hare's Cove, Newton Upper Falls, Cold Spring Park area, and 
Edmands Park. Victory Field and Allison Playground were ruled out as these 
areas are too much on the fringe of Ne,~on. Edmands Park was considered 
very favorably. 

The Commissioner reported on a suggested survey being made by Allied 
Biological Control Corp., Messrs. Jason Cortell and Gerard A, Hearn to free 
Crystal Lake of pollution and algae original cost $?,000 to $9,000, mainten
ance cost not over $1,000 a year or $10.00 a day. Allied Biological Control 
Corp. would make this survey with no cost to the city and no guarantee that 
we purchase from them. A study of Bulloughs Pond was also suggested by this 
company at an initial cost to the city of about $1,000, and a maintenance 
cost of &bout $300. per year. 

Mr. Johnson recommended that he first secure the Mayor's permission 
to make this study. 

The Chairman advised the other members of the Commission that she had 
received an excellent report from Mr. Mark Peterson, Manager of Crystal 
Lake Swi~~ing Program. It was voted that a copy of this report be mailed 
to all members of the Commission. 

The Chairman advised the Commissioner that a row boat was moored on 
Crystal Lake. Mr. Johnson will investigate. 

I 
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The Preliminary Budget will be discussed at the November meeting and 
plans for swimming facilities and Mr .. Peterson's suggestions for Crystal 
Lake should be among the projects incorporated in this budget. 

II. The program schedule for the fall was submitted and approved. Copy 
of this schedule to be sent to each member of the Recreation Comc~ission. 

It was reported that Town Line Pottery has been discontinued as 
attendance had fallen off and it was being run as an advanced class, no 
beginners. Mr. Johnson \·lill look forward to attending their. exhibits. 
Should be very successful as a single unit. 

Vandalism at various recreation 
High School four Saturdays in a row. 
will dismantle them. 

areas was discussed. Damage done at 
Once goal posts are pulled down we 

Mr. Johnson stated that he has said many times if he could go ~ year 
without vandalism he could build the city a new playground. 

Many requests have been made for marking soccer and football 
the various elementary schools. These are taken care of. We are 
that maintains a marking crew of four men from April to December. 
explained that at Boston University they use wet lime for marking 
excellent results. Ne~<ton uses wet lime for marking. 

fields at 
one city 

Mr •. Stout 
with 

Basketball program was discussed. The Co~~ission were told that the 
program Hould be carried on for Industrial Teams again this year. if any 
desired admission. Officials would be assigned about January 1st. Rate of 
pay would be $5.00 per game, $10.00 per night. Two officials would be used 
for every game. This rate of $10.00 has been in effect for the past three 
years. 

Custodial fees were increased a year ago. l'le pay a custodian his hourly 
rate plus one-half hour on each end of assignment. He anticipate no rate 
change until after the budget is passed. 

Plans for skating were discussed briefly and Commissioner advised that 
everything would be ready when skating season starts. 

Chairman, Mrs. tfest, explained a situation that has arisen at Newton 
Centre of children asking at private homes to use toilet facilities on 
Saturday afternoons. Commissioner said he could keep a man there but he 
would only be employed in the capacity of a "Caretaker". Matter was dropped 
for the present. 

Regarding Indoor Activities: Mr. Johnson reported that he had been 
approached by t<.-10 representatives of the Chestnut Hill Players, a dramatic 
organization, for suggestions as to where they might store scenery. They 
were referred to the ComMunity Council since the Recreatior, Department does 
not have any such places for storage available. 
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Mr. Johnson reported that he had been approached by Mr. Harrison 
Rowbotham concerning assignment as Tennis Instructor and Administrative 
Worker. He is a member of the U. S. Lawn Tennis Association. Mr. Rowbotham 
is taking a leave of absence from the B. B. Chemical Co. and is anxious to 
get in a field called Public Relations, etc •. Interested in prospect of 
becoming a part of the Recreation Department in that field as well as doing 
administrative work in some other city department. Since this involves 
another department the Commissioner will discuss this matter with the Mayor. 
This matter to be investigated further by Mr. Johnson. 

It was reported that the Golf School would be held again in January 
and February. Basketball leagues and hockey and skating will be conducted 
starting January 1st. 

III. Construction Work-

Commissioner reported that we have rebuilt ball field at Thompsonville, 
have made a little league size diamond. Rebuilt baseball diamond at West 
Newton Common and re-seeded. Both these projects were planned for this year 
and have been accomplished. These places will be in good shape for this 
spring. A regulation diamond will be laid out at the Hamilton School this 
spring. T;ro fields at Angier and a junior field at the Hamilton. 

The Newton South High School are practicing at the Newton Highlands 
playground •. 

Mr. Johnson stated that he still refuses to accept the work that was 
done at the Spaulding School and if asked, at the Levi Harren Junior High. 
Also South High School Problems are involved and they will have to be 
straightened out. Spaulding will be re-done. Levi-Harren is still in 
question. 

The loam that we have at Newton Centre is being used at the various 
recreation spots. 1'/e have salvaged enough of this loam ••hen rebuilding 
two fields to treat five fields, three baseball fields, and two little 
league fields. Have enough loam to. take care of three more fields. 

Mr. Johnson reported that a letter had been sent to Hiss Howard which 
is to be incorporated in the minutes of the meeting. 

Hr. Johnson stated that he 
Conference in 1'/ashington, D. C. 
had ever attended. Hiss Swartz 
own expense. 

had attended the National Recreation 
This conference was one of the best he 

was granted time off and attended at her 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 P. H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secreatry. 

0 
:0 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMJ1ISSION MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1960 

Members present: Mrs. Horthing L. Hest, Chairman 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Ron. Ho·;ard h'hitmore, Jr. 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 
Mrs. Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

The following invited guests were also present: 
Mr. Charles Downe, City Planner 
Mr. Stanley Russell, Administrative Assistant to the 

Superintendent of Sc~ools 
Mr. J. H01;ard Loughman, Member of Park Commission 
¥~. Stanley Biller, Member of Park Commission 
Mr. U. H. Schiavone, City Engineer 

Minutes of the October meeting were approved as recorded. 

Hr. Charles Downe opened the discussion for swimming pools for Newton with 
the showing of a map pinpointing the various sites where private indoor and 
outdoor swimming facilities might be made available to the public. Mr. Do,me 
suggested that a questionnaire could be sent out to these various clubs and 
organizations inquiring as to whether or not these swimming facilities could 

.be made available to the public, at what hours, and at what cost. 

Mr. Downe suggested that a s~~ary be made of existing facilities in the city 
both natural and artificial, private and public facilities. A study should be 
made of the relationship of swimming facilities to an educational program. 
Site plans should be prepared. 

A second map showed the population distribution in the various sections of 
Ne·dton. This could be an important factor in planning the location of a 
swimming pool. 

A third Map shm<ed basic information of tax !>xempt properties, parks and 
playgrounds. 

A fourth map showed areas where there was vacant land available in Newton. 

Another map was sho'm pointing out residential and commercial areas, recreation 
areas, golf courses, etc. An analysis should be made of all of these plans. 

The suggested questionnaire was to be sent to various organizations and groups 
in the city having swimming facilities. Purpose is -

1. To get information as to the type of pools. 
2. Costs 
J. Extent to which the pool would be available to other than the 

organization, and type of activity it carries on. (Hater Safety 
Programs, if none were available would be one program we would need). 
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A general discussion followed on the kind of swimming facilities which would 
be most needed in Newton. (Indoor or outdoor) 

Mr. Selden - There is a more urgent need for outdoor swimming pool. Indoor 
swimming pools should be the responsibility of the School Department. 

!1r. Loughman -
present time. 
Budget allows 

There is a ereater need for outdoor swimming pools at the 
The season should be extended from June 1st to October 1st. 

for a Swimming Season from June 1st to Septembe~ 10th. 

Mr. Russell - An outdoor pool could only be used for <lbout three months of 
the year whereas an indoor pool would be available for the whole year. 

Mr. Stout - Should we consider a Civic Centre which will include many 
facilities? 

Mr. Whitmore - At the present time city funds would not" be available to 
develop any indoor swimming pool. Extensive study should be made as to 
whether an indoor or outdoor pool would serve the city better, whether 
it should be a project financed by the city or by private funds. In any 
event nothing should be done until the whole situation has been thoroughly 
studied. P.T.A. could be contacted to see what ideas they might come up 
with. This could give us a very good idea of what the trend of public 
opinion might be. 

I 

!1r. Downe and !1r. Johnson were asked to study this whole plan and contact I 
other cities and towns to find out how they provided for swimming facilities. 

It was unanimous that the Newton High School would be the best site for an 
indoor swimming pool tosether with the building of new locker rooms. 

Mr. Johnson was requested to send copies of "this part of the !1inutes of the 
meeting to the Park Commission and the School Department. 

It was suggested that the Park Commission and the School Department submit 
their recommendations for swimming facilities for the City of Newton to the 
Recreation Department. 

Special discussion closed and the guests excused themselves and the Recreation 
Commission proceeded with the regular business of the Commission. 

I 
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I:INUE3 OF THE Rc;;CEL'<;ATIOIJ C0>:!1I3SION i!:':LD ON KO!QAY, JAilUARY 9, 1961 

I-~emb~rs present: Hrs. ·Jorthing L. ·,rest, Chairman 
llr. Josc~h 0 elden 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
lion. lloc·:ard '•Jhi t!"lore, Jr. 
Hr. C. Evan Johnson, Recreatjan Co!"lmissioner 
11r3. Dorothy G. Smith, 3ecretary 

Hinutes of the november neeting were ap__nroved as recorded. 

Er. Johnson reported that he had attended meeting of a cormoittee sponsored by 
Ne11ton Co!nrmni ty Council to study and report on the need for a Council for 
the Aging. 

Schedule of Basketball Lea,sucs Here submitted. 
Discussion of Te;--oo meMbership rules. 

The follo,,;ing rules Here approved: 

1. Industrial Tea!lls may hctve as r.embers any full-ti!"le employee of 
their Newton plant. 

2. Club tea."'ls may enroll as memb~rs such plA.yers as Here r.1enbers 
of the L<ea:cue continuously during the previous year although 
they may be no11 living outside of N-etJton. 

The Commissioner read a letter from Allied Bioloc:icd Con~rol Corp. dated 
December 27, 1960 re. their study of bacterial conta!"lination probler1 in the 
beach area of Crystal Lake. h'hen report is completed they will present their 
finrlinrs to the Commission. Cor~ission voted to invite Dr. fhillips, Director 
of Public !halth, City of Ne1·rton, to attend meeting when report is subcoitted. 

fiw Com"lission instructed th"! Com:nissioner to inform Hr. Eskrid;;e that the 
Recreation Connission is submittinG a Cc_pital Improveroent Progra'll for 1961. 
,\fler apnroval of tloe Annual Budget by the l1ayor and the Board of Aldermen 
Hr. E:skrid,;e <Jill be adviseci as to what pror:ra'!ls are ;>lanned for 1961. 

The Corr.missioner reported on his attend.'l.nce at an open meetin,~ held at the 
Carr School. Hr. Charles E. Do1-me, City Planner, discussed schools on the 
north-side of the city. 

A copy of the 1961 Preliminary Budget was distributed to.all n:embers of 
the Co~~ission present. 
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A discussion of the salary rates to be incorpQrated in the Final !Jt:d,;et 
for 1961 was '1eld. The Corn:eissioner presented his reco:ol'r.endations for 
the various positions and sugfBSted o. nm.; position be approved to be 
known as Pro~ram Director or Assistant to the Commissioner, Grade 17. 
It '.<as votc,d by the nem:Oers of the Com"lission that this be held until 
the entire Corr .. ::Jission \vas present an¢ until the report vas received 
fro:1 the Evans Associ::~.tes l•rho have been con'-iuctin~ a salary survey f'or 
the Hayor. 

The recommendation was made that Frank Shea, Foreman, be placed on 
Salary, Group 12, effective April 1, 1961. 

Commission "-P'•roved request for ?..ppropri?..tion in ?..riV.".nce of the budget 
to Code 60-1-i>Q_ ::at Oth<er-·<is" Clrtssific,d for a Rotary Broom (installed 
on Jeep)- $500.00. 

It c·Jac vot'>d that a special meeting be called in January, if necessary, 
to approve v~rious items in the burlget which will be presented after the 
salarJ survey r1as been completed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 

I 
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The Total Budget Re1uests for the R"crGation Departn<ont as ap;.croved and 
cor .rec t.ed in CJ.ccor.Jance with Salary n..nd ·.·ht;e RecaiT~rr.endations .subrrii t ted 
by the Evans report are listed as follows: 

(;Q_Q ADi'INI3TIUTIOii Al!D PROGRAJ1 

Expended 195o Expended 1960 Dent. Reguest 1961 

·Pl30 ,663. 87 ~132,410.12 $169' 131.28 

60-1 K·i.INTio;NA~·rC~ OF R-sCR"'\ATION AREAS EXCLU.SIV2 OF SCHOOLS 

Snended 1959 Exncnd")d 1260 Dent. Renuest 1961 

$125,758.71 ?198, 526.89 

60-2 CARE A!•iD ALTSRATimJS OF SC:r!OOL PLWGll.OUNDS I'< ATHLETIC FIELDS 

Expended 19 59 Exoended 1960 Dent. Reguest 1961 

$ 20,402.21• $ 30,270.58 $ 57' 981.00 

22=.1 EITEc!DED USE OF SCHOOL3 

F.xPended 1959 Exnended 1060 Dent. lleouest 1961 

$ 5, 723.97 $ 5,570.75 $ 6,900.00 

r:ote- On the basis of Recommendations made by Evans ,\ccsociates and as a 
result of conference <lith members of the Connission on Saturday, February 11, 
1961, there is submitted a renuest for approval of a neH position, "Assistant 
to the Col'lunissioner in Class S-18 as indicated in the Department Final 
Budcet Recommendations. 
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~lllWTES OF THE RECREATION co;,:r-!ISSION !1EETING HELD ON THURSDAY, HARCH 2, 1961 

Members present: Mrs. Horthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
~~. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 

Absent: Hon. Ho~<ard \fuitmore, Jr. 

The meeting was called to order at 8 P. M. and then adjourned to meet with 
the Finance Committee .of the Newton Board of Aldermen for the purpose of dis
cussing the Recreation Department budget recommendations for 1961. 

The meeting reconvened at 11:20 P.M. in the Recreation Department office. 

The minutes of the January meeting were approved as recorded. 

Record is made that no meeting was held in February, 1961. 

Announcement was made that the Basketball Championship Playoffs were now under 
way and will continue for the next three weeks. All members were invited to 
attend such games as they could plan to attend during that period. 

Mr. Johnson presented the facts and conditions relative to the petition by the 
Atino-S~n Marco Mutual Benefit Society for variance in zoning to permit the 
erection of a masonry and steel meeting room and banquet hall at Rustic Street, 
Ward r. The Commission indicated its continued opposition to this petition for 
the reason that such non-conforming use in a residence area and immediately ad
jacent to a public. playground is undesirable and encourages nuisance conditions. 

The Commission approved the action of the Commissioner to assist the N. E. Lawn 
Tennis Association to carry on a Tryout Indoor Tennis Program at Newton South 
High School provided that the Newton School Department will make the school 
available and that the II. E. Lawn Tennis Association will pay all the charges 
incidental to this use. 

The Co~mission authorized the issuing of permits to operate a Day Camp Program to 
the Newton Boys' Club and the Ne,<ton section of the Camp Fire Girls for the 
season of 1961 if such request is made. The conditions of permit was to be the 
same as have pertained during the previous years of these day camp associations 
on Newton Playgrounds. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:52 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 
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NINUTE3 OF THE RECREATION COHHISSION HEETING HELD ON MONDAY, HAY 15, 1961 

Heeting was called to order at 8:00 P .!1. 

Hembers present: Hrs. \Jorthing L. \Jest, Chairman 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
~~. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R .. Victor Stout 
Hon. Howard \-lhitmore 
Hr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 

The minutes of the Harch meeting of the Cowmission were approved as 
recorded. 

Record is made that the regular April meeting was combined with the 
Massachusetts Recreation Society Board Hembers Dinner at the University Club, 
Boston, on April 13, 1961. The speaker of the evening was Mr. Stephen H. 
Mahoney, retired Recreation Superintendent of Cambridge, P~ss. 

The Staff membership for the Summer Season was presented. This list 
is complete to date. Some vacancies still exist. 

The schedules of Babe Ruth League and Newton Softball Leagues were 
submitted. The schedules of the American and National Baseball Divisions 
of the Newton Twilight Leagues will begin on the first ~bnday in June. 

Commission approved a plan to contract for the Stagemobile of.the 
Community Recreation Service for a full day's production. 

Commission approved a plan to arrange for cooperative.Practice Leader
ship (Field Work) with the University of Massachusetts to send a student 
or students to work under direct leadership at a Newton Playground during 
the year 1961-62. 

Commission approved request of New England Lawn.Tennis Association 
that we alloH the Youth Tennis Foundation of New England to organize a 
Tennis Instruction Clinic of 5 lessons of 2 hours each at Newton South 
High School and possibly Levi ',Jarren Junior High School during the summer 
season. Each member is urged to make a $10.00 contribution to the New 
England Lawn Tennis Association. 

Commission voted leave to withdraw petition of Carmen Society for 
Fireworks and celebration on July 16,17,18 at Allison Park. 

Commission voted Leave to Withdraw of Petition of Lasell Junior College 
for Construction of a Cinder Block Boat'louse at Auburndale Playground for 
storage of their ·,;ar Canoes. 

Application of New England Lawn Tennis Association to play matches of 
New England Interscholastic Tennis Tourna~ent at South High School on 
June 16, 17 and 18 was approved subject to approval of Ne>Jton School Dept. 
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Application of New England Lawn Tennis Association for week-end Tennis 
Tournament for ·dorking Boys at Newton South High School on Saturday-Sunday, 
July 22 - 23 was approved subject to approval of Newton School Department. 

Commission approved requests of Newton Boys Club for Day Camp privilege 
at Allison Park and the Newton Wellesley Cerebral Palsy Association for 
Day Camp during month of July at Newton Centre. 

It was noted that the Ca~p Fire Girls have withdrawn their request for 
Day Camp privilege at Auburndale Playground. 

Reouest of Newton Soccer Club for right to charge admission or sell 
donation ticket for their scheduled games at Hawthorn Playground was denied. 

Corr~ission aGreed that we should oppose sale of public lands on 
Beacon Street near Beethoven School. Opinion was offered that we should 
explore possibility of adding this land to Recreation Lands. 

Comnission denied application of Horace Mann-Stearns P. T .A. for Square 
Dance at Hawthorn on July Jrd. (Note: Application made for June 22nd 
previous to Playground Season.after this denial. Permit granted with time 
restriction of ?: JO - 10: JO P .11. 

Mr. Johnson was appointed to represent Commission at Ne,;ton Youth 
Advisory.Committee. 

Messrs. Stout and Johnson were designated as delegates to Newton 
Corr~unity Council. 

Letter from Mr. Frank M. Simnons, Director of Athletics for Newton 
Public Schools was presented. This letter requested certain information 
concerning our budget expenditures for schools. 

Matter was tabled with suggestion that we explore further the intent 
and purpose of the letter. 

Heeting adjourned at 10:15 P.M. 

Respectfully, submitted, 

I 
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~:INUTES OF THE RECREATIOU COl<il1ISSION !1EETING HELD AT NEt/TON CITY HALL 
ON :dEDtiESDAY, JUNE 21, 1961 

ll,eeting was called to order at 8:00 P .H. 

Members present: - !1rs. Horthing L. \<lest, Chairman 
l1r. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. R. Victor Stout 
Hon. Howard :mitmore, Jr. 
Hr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 

1. Minutes of the Hay meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Summer Staff Lists were submitted and approved. All appointments have 
been rnade within the budget estimate for wages of Leaders, Assistant 
Leaders, Lifeguards and Bathhouse Attendants. 

3. The Co~~issioner reported on the conditions pertaining to the claim of 
Hr. David Freedman, 20 Rogers St., Newton Centre, concerning his rights 
to Crystal Lake and his claim of property ownership. This case is in 
the hands of Hr. Matt B. Jones, City Solicitor. 

4. Record was made of approval for use of the Newton Centre Playground for 
the 4th of July Celebration under the direction of the Newton Centre 
Improve~ent Association with the recommendation that a thorough study 
be mo.de of Newton 1 s July 4th Progra.~ and that recommendations be made 
for future years, 

5. Record l'l?.de of approval for July 4th Celebration ett Newton Upper Falls 
under direction of Upper Falls Improvement Association with same 
recom~endation as for Item #3. 

6. Voted: To endorse request of School Committee for improved Field Events 
Area at Ne;rton High School and to request appropriation for sa.'!le based 
on plans and specifications to be submitted. 

?. 

8. 

Announced that the Department 11aintenance Staff would begin on rebuilding 
and renovating ball fields at Auburndale and Newton Highlands in early 
September. 

Communication from Nr. U, H. Schiavone indicating final acceptance of 
Site Development of loamed and seeded areas for Athletic Fields at 
Newton South High School. 

Note: The R9creation Commissio11er did not agree that 
the area was satisfactory for an ahtletic field. He 
did agree that if the City Engineer approved the work 
as meeting the specifications of the contract that the 
Recreation Department would assume the responsibility 
of maintenance. 
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9. The Levi Harren Dield addition in back of the new Tennis Courts 
has been accepted by the City Engineer and we have assumed 
responsibility for maintenance. 

10. Voted: To continue to our Time schedule on Tennis_Courts on 
Sunctays with courts to be open at 9:00 A.H. 

11. Voted: To grant "leave to 14ithdraw" on request of use of some 
Flay~rounds for Dog-Training Classes. 

12. Hr. Donald Kesselheim of Newton High School in conjunction with 
Tufts University have organized a summer school course in Citizenship 
Training and Responsibility and request the right to use Ecmands Park 
as a L"boratory for experimental ',;ark in reclaiming overgrown park 
areas. There 140uld be oo special costs or demands on the Recreation 
Department. 

Voted: To grant permission for this experiment with the recommenc,lation 
that all p'•ases of the work project be cleared through the Recreation 
Co -missioner. 

13. Hr. Johnson requested authorization to contact the Headmaster's 
Association to ask for a review of their Baseball Tournament Program 
with the aim of securing better cooperation concerning scheduling 
and programming of the Tournanent Games so that Recreation Cepartment 

~hintenance Personnel can better meet the schedule. 

11>. Next meeting scheduled for September 19, 1961 if business warrants 
such a meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 
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HINUTES OF THE RECREATION COI1MISSION HEETING HELD AT NEHTON CITY HALL 
ON XONDAY, OCTOBER lq, 1961 

Heeting was called to order at 8:00 P.H. 

Members Present: - Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Y~. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner 
Mrs. Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

1. Minutes of the June Meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Mr. Eliot Craft andY~. David Krongard, representing the Headowbrook P.T.A. 
presented a letter written by a student of the Meadowbrook Jr. High -
Donald W. Todrin, and a plan drawn by Robert Wexler, for improving the 
play area at the Headowbrook Jr. High. After discussion the Cow~ission 
recommended that the Meadowbrook P.T.A. should present their plan to the 
Newton School Committee for action and to forward their recommendations 
to the proper authority. The Recreation Commission agrees that there 
is a need for the development of a playground and a physical education 
and athletic field area at Meadowbrook Jr. High. 

3. No action has been taken on the case involving David Freedman, 20 Rogers 
St.; Newton Highlands as no finding has been reported by the City Solicitor. 

4. It was recorded in the Minutes that the Recreation Department request for 
an appropriation in the amount of $),500. for Field Events Area at Newton 
High School was denied by the Board of Aldermen on Aug. 7, 1961 •. The 
Co~~ission recommended that this be made a Budget item in the 1962 Budget. 

5. Suggested that Members of Commission visit the South High School Playing 
Fields and make an inspection of the total work.effort. 

6. The Commissioner reported on the Summer Program. We kept within the 
Budget for salaries despite the limitation set by the vote of the Board 
of Aldermen on Total Appropriation for Leadership. Leaders who received 
increases in June for summer work will not suffer pay reductions for 
the Fall season. 

It was reported that the following playgrounds had very poor attendance: 
Angier, Oak Hill School, Richardson, and Warren. A study will be made 
of conditions at these areas. 

The Baseball Season started in June and all playoffs were completed 
during Labor Day week. 

The Babe Ruth League held their banquet at Valle's Steak House. 

The Newton Twilight Softball-Baseball League held a very successful 
Banquet at Elks Hall. The use of the hall was donated by Mr. Steve 
O'Brien - Exalted Ruler. 
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6. 

A definite ruling must be made before next year's baseball season 
That all players in the League ~ust be bona-fide residents of Newton, 

It was reported that the Sw~~ing Season at Crystal Lake had been very 
successful. The attendance was over 103,000. 

The Lake was closed for one day due to the treatment of .the water by 
the State for algae. 

The Commissioner 
Lake next year. 
and in operating 

suggested that turnstiles be considered.for Crystal 
This would greatly reduce the expense both for permits 
costs at the Lake, 

The restriction of l.hour of swimming could be enforced by issuing a 
card to each bather. 

The extension of the Swimming Season was discussed but due to Personnel 
Problems and Budget restrictions it was not considered feasible. 

5. Letter from Mr. Martin Manzelli- abutter to the Cabot Playground was 
discussed, It was agreed that a clarification be requested from the 
City Solicitor as to the City's liability should dqmage be done to 
Mr. Manzelli's property from a baseball being hit over the backstop. 

. . 
Request from University of Mass. for Seminar on Recreation to be held 
for University of Mass. students under the direction of the Newton 
Recreation Dept. was approved pending selection of a satisfactory date •. 

?. The Commissioner reported on the excellent job done by the ~~intenance 
Dept. on the Auburndale Baseball ~ield. Work has practically been 
completed •. 

Newton Highlands Baseball ¥ield should be finished early in November. 

8. Report on Meeting in Mayor's office on October 16th was given by the 
Commissioner. From the discussion it would seem that the 4th of July 
Celebrations, at least pertaining to Fireworks would be abolished after 
this year. A program of competitive sports may be held, however. 

9. The Halloween Program is progressing very smoothly under the direction 

10. 

of Mrs. Dorothy Garon. Donations for this program are falling off, and 
some other means of sponsoring this program may have to be taken another 
year. 

Mr. Johnson made a report on the Fall schedule. There will be 55 sessions 
per week starting Nov. 1st at eleven different areas. Fees and charges 
will be the same as in previous years. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON 1/EDNESDAY EVENING 
NOVEMBER 29, 1961 

Nembers present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. R. Victor Stout 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Han. Howard Whitmore, Jr. 
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Co~~issioner 
Mrs. Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

1. Minutes of the October meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. The following recommendations were approved: 

a. Commissioner was advised to send a letter to Mr. Willard S. 
Pratt, Director of Public Works, stating that certain lots 
of land on Goddard Street, Newton Highlands, specifically 
lots 31, 32, 33, and 35 of Section 83, block 33, be released 
for land offers as may be deemed advisable by the City 
Government. Co~~ission voted that Recreation Department has 
no further use for these lots of land for playground development. 

b. That Building Commissioner be advised to recommend the following 
improvements in his 1962 Budget: 

1. Eliminate shower room at Burr Playground. 

2. Modernize showers and toilet facilities at Crystal 
Lake before 1962 Swimming Season opens. 

\ 

c.- Request Mayor Donald L. Gibbs to authorize razing and removal\ 
of the Temporary Check House at Bulloughs Pond (erected in ) 

--,~--e~~s -~-~e_m~~--------------
d. Request Mayor Donald L. Gibbs to take steps to secure plans 

and specifications for the construction of a proper building 
at Bulloughs Pond to be erected during the year 1962. 

3. Letter dated Sept. 16, 1960 from Hon. Donald L. Gibbs, Mayor - re: 
receipt of letter from Alderman Theodore D. Mann regarding a Swimming 
Pool for Newton was discussed. 

VOTED: That this matter be held for further study. 

4. VOTED: All members of our basketball teams must be legal residents of 
Newton. This includes St. Jean's, Newton Boy's Club and any other groups 
that might be organized in the City. 

5. Preliminary Budget was recommended as follows: 

60-0 Administration & Program 
60-1 Maintenance of Recreation Areas 
60-2 School Playgrounds & Athletic Fields 
60-3 Extended Use of Schools 

Total •••..•..• 

$ 165,919.68 
209,789.14 
63,889.08 
6 900.00 
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Copies of this total budget has been submitted to His Honor, M~or 
Donald L. Gibbs and are on file in the Recreation Department office. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 

Respectfully .submitted, 

I 
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HINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF RECREATION COMMISSION HELD ON 'llEDNESDAY, 
DECEHBER 20, 1961 

All members present. 

Heeting was called to order by Mrs. West. 

Mrs. West welcomed Mayor Donald L. Gibbs to the meeting as ex-officio 
member of the Commission. 

Hayor Gibbs presented the following letter of resignation from the 
Recreation Co~~issioner: 

December 18, 1961 

Honorable Donald L. Gibbs 
Hayor of Newton 
City Hall, Newton Centre 59, Mass. 

Dear Mayor Gibbs~' 

I respectfully submit my resignation as Recreation 
Commissioner for the City of Newton to be effective on 
February 22, 1962, and request that I be relieved of my 
duties as of January 31, 1962. 

I shall submit application for retirement under the 
Veteran's Act, Chapter 32, Section 58-B to the Newton 
Retirement Board with the request that retirement be 
effective beginning February 23, 1962. 

Very truly yours, 

C. Evan Johnson (signed) 

COMHISSIONER 

cc: Hrs. Worthing L. ·dest, Chrm. 
Newton Recreation Co~~ission 

Respectfully submitted, 

Recreation Commissioner 

iR3 
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HINUTES OF RECREATION COI-'il'IISSION !1E:ETING HELD ON TUESDAY EVENING 
JANUARY 16, 1962 

HD!BERS PRESENT: Mrs. Worthing L, \~est, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Han. ~award Whitmore, Jr, 
Nr. C. Evan Johnson, Recreation Commissioner 
Mrs. Dorothy G, Smith, Secretary 

1. Ninutes of the November 29, 1961 meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. 11inutes of the Special Meeting held December 20, 1961 were approved as 
recorded. 

J, The following recommendations, approved at the November 29th meeting were 
reported on by the Commissioner: 

( 

a. Elimination of shower room at Burr Playground. 
The Commissioner visited Burr Playground building with Mr. Burns, 

Building Commissioner and reported that Mr. Burns will draw up plans 
for the improvement of Burr Playground building. 

b. Nodernize showers and toilet facilities at Crystal Lake. 

cl. 

Mr. Burns will draw up plans for these improvements. 

Razing and removal of temporary check house at Bulloughs Pond, 
Hayor Gibbs authorized the Com01issioner verbally to have 

this done. Letter was's=t to Mayor confirming complet:i:m of 
this work with a copy to Alderman Earle D. Wood, Chairman of 
Finance Committee. 

\ 

Hr. Burns, Building Commissioner, visited Bulloughs Pond with 
Nr, Johnson and agreed to have plans drawn up for the construction 
of a modern b:1ilding at Bulloughs !'and. 

The Building Commissioner felt that the above projects would be 
incorporated in his Capital Outlay Program for 1962. 

4, VOTED: That verbal ruling by Assistant City Solicitor George Elbaum re
non-residents of Newton being allowed to participate in our basketball 
program, be clarified further by stating.that residency means legal 
resident, domiciled in Newton so that the ruling shall read as follows: 

"All members of our basketball teams must be legal residents 
domiciled in Newton, This includes St. Jean's, Newton Boys' Club 
and any other groups that might be organized in the City", 

5. The final Budget for the 
the Final Budget with no 
submitted to the Mayor. 
member of the Corrmission 

Year 1962 was discussed. It was Voted to submit 
changes from the Preliminary Budget originally 
Copies of this Budget will be sent to each 
upon completion, 

I 
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Budeet to be submitted as follows: 

60-0 
60-L 

60-2 

60-3 

NE\v BUSINESS: 

Administrat~on and Program 
Haintenance of Recreation Areas 

Exclusive of Schools 
Care and Alterations of School Playground 

and Athletic Fields 
Extended Use of Schools 

Total. •••••.••• 

$166,357.67 

209' 189.14 

64,389.08 
6 900.00 

$446,8)5.89 

Commissioner reported on a Recreation Leadership Training Progra~ for 
Recreation Leaders to be conducted at the University of Massachusetts on 
June 22, and 23. Tuition will be $11.00 per person, Newton Recreation 
Department should have Recreation Leaders attend this Institute. It may be 
of value if Recreation Department set up an a-nount of roughly $250.00 to 
defray exoenses at this Training Frogram for some of our Recreation Leadership 
Personnel. 

Letter from Vincent J, Kohen, Coach of Hanchester, Conn. Hest Side 
Recreation Centre re-Basketball Te~ for boys 13 and 14 years of age 
participating in games was discussed, Commission agreed that He should not 
enter into any schedule agreement out-of-state at the present time. 

The Commissioner reported receipt of Statement from Archie R. \.Jhitman, . 
City Treasurer that Twombly House Fund had a balance of $338.28 as of 
November 30, 1961, 

A request was presented by the Commissioner from Hrs. Gordon representing 
the Ward School P.T.A. that Spring and Fall supervision be provided at the 
Hard School this year. Recommended that supervision be provided on an 
experimental basis this Spring, It was suggested that P.T.A. through the 
school inquire as to hoH many children might be interested in taking advantage 
of such a program. 

July 4th Celebration for Newton was discussed, The Commission will meet 
><ith the Hayor to detemine what the oro~:ram of celebration for Ne;.Jton Hill be 
and to decide on the Fire;·mrks question at NC>·.;ton Centre and Ne·.ton Upper Falls 
Playgrounds. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.i·l. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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February 15, 1962 

Hinutes of tHo special Meetings of the Recreation Conmission duly called and 
held on fuesdoy and ;'Jednesday evenings, Februar.r 13 and 14, 1962 in the 
Recreation ::Jepartment office, City Hall, Ne>'ton at 7 p.m. The purpose of the 
meetings ••as to intervieH candidates for the position of Recreation Commissioner 
for t'oe City of NeHton as requested by His Honor, !1ayor Gibbs. ;..rritten applica
tions hRd been received froM those c~.ndidates Hho were to be intervim·red by 
the Conmission members. Present were T. Frank Copp, Joseph Selden, Howard 
Whitmore, Jr., and Hrs. '<'lorthing L. \'lest, chaiman. Due to illness, R. Victor 
Stout was un.'lhle to be present. The Hayor was present for part of the meeting 
on Tues·cay and for the entire time on ',{ednesday. 

Listed here are those applicants interviewed: 

Tuesday, Februarv 13 

7 p.m. 
8 p.m. 

John Penny 
Lawrence Fortier 

iiednesday, Februarv 14 

7 p.M. David Jones 
8 p,m, Paul Kincare 
8.45 p.m. James Hurphy 

8.45 
9.30 

Herbert Kopf 
llobert Doherty 

Follm1ing the final interview on \lednesday, the Commission members and the 
Hayor adjourned to the Hayer's office 1<here a full and complete discussion 
••as held, and a potential solution ·•as arrived at. From now on the natter 
will be handled by the l';ayor. 

Signed: 

Hrs. Vlorthing L. Hest, Chairman 
Recreation Co~mission 
City of Newton 
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HHIUTE:J 0? RECREATION COltHSSION l:Et:THJ::; I!ELD THURS:JAY EVE!JINC1 
HARCH 1, 1962 

Hembers present: Hrs. Horthin£: L. \-lest, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
T. Frank Copp 
!Ion. ilm<ard Tdhi tmore, Jr. 
Jarr1es E. Hurphy, Acting Recreation CO!~Jnissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

The meeting ,;as called to order at 8: JO P. H. 

The minutes of the January 16, 1962 meeting <~ere approved as recorded. 

1. The Budget of the Recreation Department for the Year 1962 >ras discussed 
in detail 1>'ith the Acting Conmissioner. Hr. Murohy explained each item 
of the budget as reconmended or reduced by the Hayor. 

The final a!'lounts as reco"lmended by the Eayor are as follo>~s: 
Dent.R.;c, 

60-0 Administraton & Program $166,357.67 
Hayor 1 s Rec. 
$159.963.26 

60-1 Maintenance of Recreation ":Ire as 
Exclusive of Schools 209,189.14 168,334.54 

60-2 Care and Alterations of School 
Phyc:rot<nd & Athletic Fields 64,389.08 61,789.08 

60-J Extenrled Use of Schools 6 900.00 6,900,00 

Jt446,83:J.B2 $'126,~86.88 

The Commission '"2"S reminded that they Hould meet with the Finance Committee on 
Saturday morning, Harch J, 1962 at 9:00 A.H. to discuss the Recreation Dept. 
Budget for 1962. 

2. The rules and regulations governing Crystal Lake were discussed and the 
Acting Commissioner v.ras requested to contact Hr. Jones, City Solicitor before 
going to the State Conservation office to clarify rules and regulations as 
applyinc; to rights of abutters, etc. If necessary rules and regulations should 
be re;rritten to cover present day problems. 

J. VOTED: To appoint Hr. Selden to substitute for Hr. Stout as a representative 
from the Recreation Commission to the Civic Group of the ComMunity Council. The 
Recreation Co~~issioncr is the pQid delegate to this Council. 

4. It ·•as recorded that it '<ould not be necessary to designate a member of the 
:lecreation Co:cmission to r'eplace Hr. Johnson to the N;,',;ton Youth Advisory Board 
as this Board h~s b~en dissolved. 
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5. The Harding Hemorial Fund for Carol and Ellen Ellison HG.S discussed. 
i.Cr. l~uq:hy, ActinG Corunissioner, reported that $1,000,00 Has available in 
t:Ois fund to be spent for a memorial in the Nonantum District. The 
H2Hthorn Playground ;ras selected as the best playground in the Nonantum 
area to set up some sort of a memorial. 

Nrs. ;-Jest, Chairman, reouested Hr. Hurphy to investigate this matter and 
report back to the Comnission as to Hhat might be a suitable memorial for 
HaHthorn Playground or HaHthorn building. 

6, The Acting Corunissioner reported that Harch 18,. 1962 Hould commemorate 
the 50th Anniversary of the Ne;·Jton Playground Department. It Has recoml'lended 
that the Acting ComPlissioner Hrite something for the local papers on this 
subject. It Has also suggested that a Resolution be draHn up for the Board 
of Aldermen. 

Heeting adjourned at 11 P. N. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 

I 
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February 15, 1962 

llinutes of two special meetings of the Recreation Commission duly called 
and held on Tuesday and \fednesday evenings, February- 13 and 14, 1962 in 
the Recre.'ltion Departrrent office, City Hall, Newton at 7 P.M. The pur-
pose of the meetings was to interview candidates for the position of Recre
ation Commissioner for the City of Newton as requested by His ~onor, l~or 
Gibbs. Hritten applications had been received from those candidates who 
were to be interviewed by the Commission members. Present were T. Frank 
Copp, Joseph Selden, Ho,.,ard \'hitmore, Jr., and Mrs. Horthing L. Hest, chair
nan. Due to illness,. R. Victor otout was unable to be present. The Mayor 
was present for part of the meeting on Tuesday and for the entire time on 
vVednesday. 

Listed here are those applicants interviewed: 

Tuesrl"Y· February 13 

7 Fl1 John Penny 
8 PM Lawrence Fortier 

1-ledne sda,y, February 14 

7 PM David Jones 
8 PM Paul Kincare 
8:45 PM James Murphy 

8:45 
9:30 

Herbert Kopf 
Robert Doherty 

Following the final interview on Hednesday, the Cornnission members and the 
Mayor adjourned to the J.layor 1 s office where a full and complete discussion 
was held, and a potential solution was arrived at. From now on the matter 
will be handled by the Hayer. 

Signed: 

Jeannette C. ',fest 

11rs. Horthinr; L. \fest, Chairman 
Recreation Commission 
City of Newton 
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NIN!ITES OF RECREATION COl1MISSION l1EEriNG HELD TU'.£SDAY 
EVENING, APRIL 10, 1962 

Members present: Mrs. Worthing L, \lest, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
T. Frank Copp 
R, Victor Stout 
Hen. Howard o.Jhitmore, Jr. 
James E, Murphy, Acting Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G, Smith, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order by 11rs. \Jest at 9: JO P.M. 

The minutes of the meeting held January 16, 1962 and the two Special 11eetings 
held February 1J and February 14, 1962 were approved as recorded. 

1. The Chairman read a letter received by her from John L. Arnold, Treasurer 
of Lasell Jr. College re- permission to use, purchase or lease certain land 
now owned by the City, approximately 3,000 sq. ft., said land located on the 
Charles River at \-lares or Pulsifers Cove at Auburndale. Chairman advised 
that she had written to Matt B. Jones, City Solicitor, on February 14, 1962, 
for an op~n1on on this request. All correspondence regarding this matter was 
turned over to the Acting Recr~ation Commissioner. 

2. Letter dated March 1), 1962 from Mario DiCarlo, Adjutant General re
Hembers of the Recreation Commission participating in the Memorial Day Parade 
was read. Any member wishing to take part in the parade agreed to contact 
Mr. DiCarlo personally. 

J, Communication dated February 9, 1962 from l1onte G. Basbas, City Clerk, re
fishing at Crystal Lake was read by the Chairman. It was voted that rules and 
regulations should be re-written to coincide with rules of Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. Acting Commissioner was requested to draw up set of rules and 
regulations and submit them to the City Solicitor for this approval. 

It was voted to acknowledge City Clerk's letter and advise him that rules 
were going to be re-written, 

4, Mrs. Hest discussed notice from Allard M, Valentine, Treasurer, re
formation of a group called Newton Conservators Inc. for the purpose of 
protection and preservation of natural areas in Newton, its wooded lands, 
streams and wetlands. Commission agreed that this group should approach the 
Commission directly if they had any requests to be made to the City of Newton. 

After the foregoing matters were discussed the Chairman turned the meeting 
over to the Acting Commissioner, Hr. Murphy. 

5. The Recreation Department Budget for 1962 was discussed and each reduction 
by the Board of Aldermen was noted. 

6. Letter dated April 8, 1962 from Reevan I. Levine, !1.D. was read. Dr. Levine 
expressed his desire that Bulloughs Pond be stocked for fishing and also his 
willingness to contribute to the purchase of two swans for the Pond. Commission 
voted to acknowledge Dr. Levine's letter and advise him that we are not prepared 
to accept his offer at this time. 

I 
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7. Acting Commissioner reported that buildings at Bulloughs Pond have been ) 
razed and a new building would be erected as soon as plans could be made by 
the Building Commissioner. . 

8. Letter dated March 27, 1962 from the City Solicitor re- David Freedman vs. 
City of Newton was discussed. 

The CommissionEquested the Acting Commissioner to write to the City 
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Solicitor and notify him that they voted to unanimously adopt his recommendations 
as outlined in his letter dated March 27, 1962. It was also voted to request the 
City Solicitor to give his opinion on a few clauses to be presented to llr, Freedman, 
namely: 

1. That a waiver be signed by Mr. Freedman releasing this department from 
any danages to property or persons presently or in the future. 

2. That the Freedman family notify the Bathhouse Hanager either in person 
or by phone of the number of bathers and the time that they would be in the water, 
(This is only for the protection of the individuals and our Lifeguards,) 

9, The Commission were invited to attend the Spring meeting of the Massachusetts 
Recreation Society on April 24, 1962 at 6:00 P.N. at Ken's Steak House, Mr. Copp 
and Mr. \lhitmore signified they could attend. l'a-s. H"est, Nr. Stout and Mr. Selden 
regretted they could not attend due to previous commitments. 

10, The Acting Commissioner reported that the Spring season was opening April 9th 
at the follo,.,.ing places: Stearns, Boyd, Franklin, Burr, \lard, Auburndale, Lower 
Falls, Newton Centre, Cabot, and Hawthorn. 

11. The ActinG Commissioner reported that we have about 150 applicants for positions 
for the Summer season. The suggestion was made by Mr. Murphy that practically all 
summer personnel be given a 50¢ increase per day.. The Commission approved of this 
increase. 

12. It was reported that the hardtop tennis courts were all ready for use. Some 
clay courts were rea.dy and others would be ready for use ve'r'J soon. 

13. Bids have been lst out for the Construction of the. Upper Falls .Tennis Courts 
by the Purchasing Department .. 

14. The swimming permits and tennis nermits have been ordered for 1962. 

15. The personnel to handle our Handicap~ed Children's Program at the Spaulding 
School have signified their willinGness to conduct this program. 

16. Supervisor William Barry and Supervisor Robert Doherty suggested to the 
Actine Commissioner that he request permission of the Commission to raise the 
entry fee of teams participating in the Softball and Baseball Leagues to $25.00 
instead of $15.00. This would eliminate unorganized teams who are not too serious 
about pLaying. Each team will receive four banquet tickets at the end of the 
season, cost of such tickets would come out of the entry fee .of ~25.00. Approved 
by Commission. 

Heeting adjourned at 11:10 P.l-1. 
Hespectfully submitted, 

Dorothy q. Smith, 
Secretary 
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HINUTES OF' RECREATION COMl1ISSION MEETING HELD HONDAY EVENING 
~l~Y ?. 1962 

Hembers Present: Hrs. \vorthing L, 'dest, Chairman 
Joserh Selden 
T, Frank Copp 
R. Victor Stout 
Hon. HoHard Hhitmore, Jr. 
Harold T. Pilsbury, Acting Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. \vest, Chairman, at 7:45P.M. 

The minutes of the meeting held April 10, 1962 were approved as recorded, 

1. Freedman case vs. City of Newton was discussed and Chairman read letter 
dated April 11, 1962 from Acting Commissioner James E. Murphy to Mr. Jones, 
City Solicitor regarding certain clauses which should be presented by City 

. Solicitor to Nr. Freedman for use of Crystal Lake. Recommendations were 
for the pr.otection of the individuals using the lake and our Lifeguards. 

The Secretary was requested to send a copy of the Rules and Regulations 
Governing .the Use of Crystal Lake to each member of the Commission. 

2, Letter dated April 27, 1962 from Matt. B. Jones, City Solicitor, re
permission for Lasell Jr. College to use, purchase or lease certain land 
owned by the City at Auburndale Park was discussed. 11r, Jones advised the 
Chairman that this was a matter between Arthur M. Hicks of Lasell Jr. College 
and J, Howard Loughman, Chairman, Newton Park Commissioners. 

J. It Has voted that new rules and regulations governing Crystal Lake would 
have to be written at a later date, but Acting Commissioner was advised to 
acknowledge letter from 11onte G. Basbas, City Clerk, dated February 9, 1962 
to Chairman \'lest re-fishing at Crystal Lake, and thank him for bringing this 
matter to the attention of the Cmmnission. No further action was to be taken 
at the present time. 

4. Acting Commissioner was requested to acknowledge 
from Reevan I. Levine, H.D. re- Bulloughs Pond being 
his willingnessto contribute two swans for the Pond. 
be discussed at a later date. 

letter dated April 8, 1962 
stocked for fishing and 

Dr. Levine's offer will 

• s for the construction of Upper Falls Tennis Courts were received. 
L.P.Quinn Co., the only bidder, submitted a bid of op11,000. Since the amount 
a~propriated was only $10,000 it was voted to request Purchasing Agent to do a 
little research on the project. 

6. Communication from Dr, Sa,;yer, Acting Health Director, re-exterminating 
rats at Countryside Playground was read. Also complaint about unsightly 
condition of playground due to Contractor dumping fill on the grounds. Acting 
Commissioner contacted Forestry Department and they put a non-poisonous 

I 

I 

chemical there, ~1r. Pratt, Director of Public Works will check with Contractor I 
to find out whose responsibility it is to level off the grounds. 
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7. Communication dated April 23, 1962 from Clapper Co. to the !1ayor was 
read re- Hodel "U" Aerifier. Recreation Jepartment has used this piece of 
equipc1ent without charge for a few years and noH they would be willing to 
sell it to the Recreation Department for $364.00. 

Acting Commissioner was advised to acknowledge this letter from 
Hr. Orville 0. Clapper and convey to him the Commissions appreciation for 
the loan of equipment over the years. The matter will be held in abeyance 
until a future date. 

B. Communication from John E. Gilleland, Director of Business Services, 
School Department, dated April 17, 1962 was read. Mr. Gilleland requested 
that the back rail on the bleachers at the High School field which had collapsed 
last fall be repaired before Graduation Exercises in June. Acting Commissioner 
:<as to contact Purchasing Agent and request his advice as to what steps should 
be taken to bring about the repair o~ these bleachers. It was also voted that 
the City Solicitor be contacted to make sure there are no litigations or 
negotiations pending. 

9. Request of Nm<ton Council P.T.A. by Hrs. Harold J. Rosenberg, re-subsidiz
inc transportation for the Skating Program was discussed. It ~<as voted to 
acknm;ledge Hrs. Rosenberg's letter and advise her that the Recreation Depart
ment budget did not allo1; for any such expenditure. 

10. Voted- to issue a permit to the Newton Boys' Club for the use of the 
Allison Park field for their Day Camp Program June 25th to August 3, 1962, 
Monday throueh Friday from 9:00 A.H. to 4:00 P.l·l. Request received April 16th 
from Dennis J. Driscoll of the Board of Directors. 

11. Letter from Daniel G. Valente, 22 Pettee Street, Newton Upper Falls, 
fort<arded frcm Chief of Police to l1ao·or Gibbs was read. Hr. Valente requested 
that the backstop at the Emerson Playground be moved to anotper area to protect 
his pror~erty. Commission voted to have Acting Commissioner acknowledge Hr. 
Valente's letter and explain there was no money available at the present time 
to make any changes at Emerson Playground. This matter will be considered at 
a later date. 

12. Communication dated April 30, 1962 from Harold A. Clark, Assistant Director 
of Business Services, School Department, was read. 11r. Clark reported that 
the Oak Hill Park Association Group who had a permit to use the Headowbrook 
gymnasium each Hednesday eveninG from October 18, 1961 throur;h 11arch 14, 1962 
had failed to notify the Custodian, Hr. Carmine Testa that they 1;ould not use 
the builclin,o on January 17th and Harch 7th. l1r. Testa was not reimbursed for 
these two evenings. 

Commission voted that any group using school buildings must notify Custodian 
in advance if buildings were not to be used on assigned evenings. If Custodian 
was not notified, 0roups should assume charge for custodial service. 

13. The purchase of a !larking ~lachine was discussed and it was the Commission's 
opinion that the advice of the Purchasing Agent should be sought as to what type 
of !l,arkin:: }lachine :<nuld be the bGst for use on the play areAs. 
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14. Hr. FilshurJ reported that a great deal of vandalism was going on at the 
Cold Spring Playc(round and that the building uas very unsightly. Hr. ~lhitmore 
moved that the Building Commissioner be requested to demolish the building. 
Approved by the other members of the Commission. 

1.5. Letter from Leston L. Havens, !LD. re-1·10rk P.T.A. would like done at the 
Pierce School was referred to the Newton School Committee. 

16. Communication dated Hay 4, 1962 and signed by Hrs. Sally \/heeler, 44 
Hereward Rd., Newton Centre, together with !-irs. Catherine F .. Flanagan, and 
Hr. & !1rs. A. L. Sliker re-fence along their property on Hereward Rd., 
adjacent to the \-leeks Jr. High Playground Has read. Commission voted to have 
Acting Commissioner acknowledge this letter sto.ting that there ><ere no funds 
available in the 1962 Budget to cover this request. Commission ><auld take this 
matter under consideration before next years budget requests were made. 

17. Letter dated lt,ay .5, 1962 from Hrs. \Iarren F. Neyer, 27 Upland Rd., Needham, 
l1ass. re- situation which exists at her father's property at 62 Elm Street, 
'tlest Newton. Balls are beine hit from 1ilest Ne,;ton Playc;round across the street 
and have broken many t<inrlows in her father's home. Conditions are very danger
ous. 11r. :lhitmore agreed to investigate this matter personally and Acting 
Com."lissioner ><as requested to ackno><ledge J.!rs. !!eyer's letter stating that she 
would hear from the Commission at a later date after 11r. Hhitmore had reported 
his findings on the matter. 

Hr. l.'hitmore suggested that a letter be sent to the Police Department 

I 

requesting that added precautions be taken by them to protect private property I 
abutting our playgrounds. 

18. Petition sir;ned by abutters adjoining Ha;rthorn Pl~yground was read. This 
petition requested the reMoval of the Newton Soccer Club from the Hawthorn 
Playground. 

Jhe Com."lission agreed to acknowledge petition to Hrs. Frank DeLuca, 
30 Hawthorn Street, Ne"<ton, anrl advise her that tJ<o members of the Commission, 
J.!r. llhitmore and Hr. Copp J<ould attend the t;am"' on Sunday, Hay 13th to observe 
conditions and report back to the Commission their findings and recommendations. 

19. Hr. Haria Cap;•ola, 26 Hmmrd St., \Jatertown, was advised in writing on 
Hay lOth that no more permits :would be issued for his team to play Soccer at 
HaJ<thorn after Hay 20, 1962. \lhen Commission had finished t!1eir study of the 
situation at Hcmthorn they would write Hr. Cappola. 

20. Letter elated April 13, 1962 from Richard C. Gave, 7.5 Lincoln St., Newton 
Highlands re- closin,; Crystal Lai;e on Sundays and perhaps on Saturdays to solve 
the pollution problem was read. Commission voted to have Acting Commissioner 
advise 11r. Gave that they were grateful for his interest and sugr;estions but 
felt they should continue the policy 1<hich is in existence for the many who 
use Crystal Lake. 

I 
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21. The ComMission voted to advance Hiss Lillian Sw·artz, Recreation Supervisor 
the s~~ of $75.00 to defray her expenses in attendin~ the N. E. Area Conference 
at ~Jentworth-by-the-Sea, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, from Sunday Hay 1)th through 
Hednesday, Hay 16, 1962. 

Voted- that the next meeting of the Co~~ission he held Tuesday evening, 
June 5, 1962. 

H'9eting adjourned at 10: )0 P .!1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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HIIJUTE:.3 OF RECREATIOli COl,J-!ISSION HEETillG HELD TUE3:JAY EVEl\ING 
JUNE 5, 1962 

Hembers Present: Mrs. Horthing L. \lest, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
T. Frank Copp 
R, Victor Stout 
Hon. Ho,mrd Hhitmore, Jr. 
Harold T, Pilsbury, Acting Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.H. 

The minutes of the meeting held May 7, 1962 were approved as recorded. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Action directed to Hr. James E. Hurphy re- Final Decree of Freedman 
vs. City of Newton- Use by the Freedmans without interference by the City 
was discussed. Vecree fon<arded by Francis C, Newton, Jr., Attorney. It 
was agreed by the Commission that the Recreation Department would not be 
liable for a!ly mishap that might occur. The Freeci"lans or their guests 
would have to sue the City. 

Hr. Filsbury was requested to advise the Manager of the Bathhouse 
and all other personnel at Crystal Lake of the findings of the court. 

2. Acting Commissioner reported that he had replied to Dr, Reevan I. 
Levine that Commission could not accept supervisory responsibility of 
swans at Bulloughs Pond at this time. 

J, Hr, Pilsbury reported Purchasing Agent had advised the Hayer that 
L. P. Quinn had offered to do construction of Upper Falls Tennis Courts 
and Rebuild Upper Falls Playground and Baseball Field for a total of 
$20,000. Mayor agreed that this lias a good offer and Commission voted 
to leave the final decision up to Mayor Gibbs. Hork should get underway 
late this summer. 

4. r~. Pilsbury reported that the first step had been made to improve 
unsightly condition of the Bleachers at Newton nigh. The collapsed rail 
had been removed. Conference is to be arranged with a group consisting 
of members of the School Department, Building CoMMissioner, etc. for re
constructing the bleachers in the Fall. 

5. Newton Highlands Playground has been leveled off and some.of the 
neighbors have written letters of appreciation. 

6. Acting Commissioner acknm<ledged letter to Ne;;ton Coundil of P. T .A's 
re- Subsidizing of Transportation advising that there ,;as no money 
available in the Budget for this project at the present time. 

I 

I 

I 
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7. Building Co!'1lllissioner 1 s ansHer to request to rer10ve structure at Cold 
Spring Pl~yground was read. Building Department do not have funds available 
to do this work in 1962. Hr. Hhitmore recommended that Building Commissioner 
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be requested to seek a special appropriation this year to demolish this building. 

8. Mr. Daniel G. Valente, 22 Pettee Street, Newton Upper Falls, was advised 
that money was not avoilable to move backstop at the Emerson Playground at the 
present time. 

9. ll,rs. Sally Hheeler, 44 J!ereward Rd., Newton Centre, 11ass., was advised by 
the Acting Co~~issioner that money was not available to erect a fence along 
her property on Hereward Road adjacent to the Weeks Jr. nigh Playground this 
year. 

10. Acting Commissioner advised that he had written to Hrs. \larren F. Hayer, 
27 Upland Rd., Needham and advised her that Hr. Hm;ard \lhitmore, Jr., a member 
of the Recreation Co~~ission would personally look into the matter of balls 
being hit on to her father's property ;,t 62 Elm St., \lest Newton. Hr. \,'hitmore 
reported that it w;,s a matter of concern and we·should ask the City Solicitor 
as to advisability of Recreation Dep;,rtment doing repair work. Co~~ission 
agreed that any person whose property is damaged could file a suit against 
the City with the City Clerk addressed to the Board of Aldermen. 

11. Hrs. Hest advised the r:embers of the Commission that she had acknowledged 
letter from Hr. Robert H. Habel, 166 Careswell St., Green Harbor, Hass. re
Application for position as Recreation Co~~issioner. 

12. Hr. Copp reported on his visit to Hawthorn Playground to see the Newton 
Soccer Team in action. Mr. Copp found everything in order and could not see 
any grounds for complaints received fror: abutters lead by J.lrs. Frank DeLuca, 
JO Hcn<thorn St., Newton. Commission agreed to continue to grant Newton Soccer 
Team perr:ission to use Hawthorn Play~round. 

N r~{ BUSINSSS: 

1. Acting Commissioner presented a request from Rev. David Buenfiglio of 
Our L'<dy' s Parish for Use of Allison Play~roc:nd by 6ur Lady's Soccer Team. 
Co~.mission agreed to grant this request. Hr. Copp will give a report to the 
Commission after he investigates this Club further. 

2. Acting Commissioner presented a petition dated May 7, 1962 from the Newton 
\:est Little Lcac;ue headed by James Cokely that the Recreation JJepartment provide 
and maintain a suitaole baseb~ll playing field in Auburndale. Acting Commissioner 
was advised to write to Mr. Elbaum, Assistant City Solicitor regarding our 
obligation and/or legal right to continue to maintain Gill Stadium in as much 
as the Gill Stadium property is not owned by the City of Newton. 

Hr. Pilsbury was advised to write Hr. Cokely that the Co=ission would 
take his request under advisement. 



198 

3. Letter dated Hay 13, .1962 from 11ario Coppola, 11anager of the NeHton 
Soccer Club advising the Recreation Commission that 'all permits Here to 
be made out in both his name and Hr. Guido Cetrone, 41 \lest Street, Ne1rton, 
was filed. 

4. Letter from Youth Tennis Foundation re-Group lessons at Ne1<1ton South 
lligh School from Harrison Rowbotham Has discussed. It was voted to grant 
the use of the tennis courts but the regular fee for a tennis permit for 
1962 would be charged. 

5. Seventeen Petitions containing 235.signatures requesting a fishing . 
program at Bulloughs Pond and Crystal Lake was discussed. It was voted that 
the Com~ission ~old this matter awaiting ruling from Matt B. Jones, City 
Solicitor. 

6. Purchasing Agent has contacted New Bedford \'lire & Iron lvorks, Inc. re
Contract.C-1743 dated Nov. 1, l961 regarding concrete footings crumbling. 
Contractor has agreed to repair this condition. 

Meeing e.djourned at 10:30 P.l1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 

I 
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XINUTES OF RECi\EATION COHJGSSION l•:EETING HELD EONDAY E'IEiHl/G 
SEPTEHBio,'R. 24, 1962 

!!embers present: 11rs. :Jorthing L, West, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
John ll. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
0orothy G. Smith, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.l1. 

The minutes of the meeting held June 5, 1962 were approved as recorded. 

1. Report was given on the Swimming Attendance at Crystal Lake for the sununcr 
season 1962. There was an attendance of 93,162; 15,000 less than 1961. 

2. ComMissioner read report from James E. Hurphy on the Twilight League 
Banquet. Banquet Has held Sept. 17th at Vallee's Steak House. 

J. A report on the Babe Ruth Learue. Has read. There were twelve teams in 
the League this year. The Recreation Dc>pa.rtment contri)Jutes approximately 
-$2, 500.00 to this League. 

4. Tennis report from 1-lr. Robert Hullen was read. 

5 •. Complaints were registered by Nrs. 'Jest and l1r. Selden about the poor 
con,iition of the Newton Centre tennis courts • .Sue;r;estion hRs be.en l'l.tlde to 
install meters and charre 50¢ an hour. It was pointed out that all money 
must be turn"d into City Treasurer and c2nnot be used by department for 
upkeep of courts. Clay purchased by city last ye!ir >Tas very poor causing 
continuous m'<inten!ince problem. 

6. Hiss l·1oore frcm Chestnut St., 'daban, questioned Hr. Selden as to who 
Has conductinr; the tennis progra1" at Ne•nton South High School. This is a 
private group which obtrl.ins pcmit from the School Department.. 11r. Penney 
reported that he loaned Hr. Dick Crl.rey of the Indoor Tennis Club two light 

weight tennis nets. He believes the Recreation Department should cooperate 
with any legitimate group if possible. Commission agreed this should be 
continued until such time as it involves an expense to the Recreation Dept. 

7. A report Has made on the Softb:Ul League. 
UMpires and Softballs a~ounted to $1,900.00. 
interest is on the upswing. 

Cost of the program for 
Teams are increasing and 

8. A report was made on the Fall Playground Schedule. \fe have eleven 
playgrounds under leadership afternoons after school, with most of these 
playGrounds being open Saturday mornings. 

9. The f!a.llo·•een program is go in;; along on schedule. 

10. The follm;ine maintenance wark is underH'<y: 

Cpper Falls Tennis Courts. Contract mmrded to L. P. Quinn Co. 
!it a cost of $10,000. The project is under the supervision of the Engineering 
Departm'3nt. Hr. Penney has requested the Contractor to submit a price on 
mri.king the whole court green. 
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Newton Upper F'alls baseball diamond and 1/arren Jr. High baseball 
diamond are being constructed by our own men, We are hiring the necessary 
equipment from Chester Drake & Son, F'ra~ingham, Mass. Mr. Schiavone, 
City Engineer is giving us any help we need, 

High School jumning pits are being rebuilt with new "rubcor" sur-

Custom 11elding Co, Newton; Has been engaged to repair the Bleachers 
at Xmfton High School. Hark is now in progress. 

Hr. Penney discussed the condition of the Newton South High School 
play area at great length. The area has broken glass imbedded in soil, Mr. 
Pratt feels that the condition of. the fields could be remedied by.areating 
and fertilizing the field. Then taking one-third of the field and spread 
loam on worn spots. Hhen rood turf. was established this could cover up all. 
stones, p:lass, etc. Only $2,000. has been appronriated which •,{)uld not be 
sufficient to complete the whole area. Th8 Commissioner is letting the Street 
Department do this since it is scheduled. He has serious doubts that this is 
the comnlete solution. 

11. Routine field marking is being done for the School Department and for all 
the different groups who play football on our various playing fields. 

12. The Commissioner reported on a request received by the Mayor from Dr, . 
L:mes, P.T.A. Chairman for getting playground equipment back on the Oak Hill 
playground. Request has been made to Building Commissioner for $900. plus 

I 

from School Building Bonds for this purpose. Our original request to Board I 
of Aldermen for a special appropriation was withdrawn. 

Old Business: 

~~. Penney was requested to follow up letters to City Solicitor re
a •. Petition to allow fishing in Crystal Lake. 
b. Re-writing Rules and Regulations governing Crystal Lake. 

~ c. Stockinc Bulloughs Fond and Crystal Lake for fishing. 
d. Boating on Crystal Lake. 

Horace Hann School was discussed. Suggestions have been made to take 
part of the Albemarle Playground for the site of the new Horace Mann School. 
The Building Commissioner has no-further information on this project and 
the Hayor is not ready to discuss this further at .the present time with the 
Commission. 

llaintenance of Gill Stadium was discussed and it 1-ms Voted tho.t the 
Commissioner write ago.in to the City Solicitor about the legality of the 
Recreation Department doing any maintenance ''ark on the field. 

N~w Business: 

Boyd Playground barok on Hatertown side was discussed. On the 
Newton line there is a retaining wall and a cem~nt sidewalk. There is an 
erosian on part of the dirt sidewalk on the Hatertmm side •. A retaining wall I 
must be put in order to build a new sidewalk. The Director of Public 1-/orks 
has recommended that this wall can be built at a cost of $1,300.00 to the 
city. Hrs. ':18st sur,gcsted that the Commi~sioner talk with the Mayor about 
this matter as it creates a dangerous fJazard to anyone using this sidewalk. 
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Re~uests have been made for fences, etc. at the following places and 
it was suggested that these requests be incorporated in the 1963 Budget 
Requests: 

Victory Field 
Hawthorn Playground 
';/ellington Playground 
Hilliar;s School 
'dellington Playground (backstop at home plate). 
Spaulding School (new bubbler). 
Lighted field for Softball. (Victory Field has been suggested). 

Mrs. 'dest was rel'linded that she should have her photograph taken at 
Bachrachs. 

Tell it to Joe letter was discussed. 

Petition was received with several signatures requesting that something 
be done about the dust menace on the High School Tennis Courts, Elm Rd., 
NeHtonville. This matter with other requests from Frank Simmons of the 
Ihr;h School will be taken up in preparing the 1963 Budget. 

The ComMissioner reported that the League of ':lomen Voters have requested 
that they be allowed to make a study of the Recreation Department. Hrs. '.>'est 
sugr-~sted that Cor.~issioner inquire from the Library Department as to the 
success of the sturly of their department l:Jy this Group. 

l1eetin'' adjourned at 10:30 P.H. 

Respectfully sul:Jmitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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HI:iUTES OF Ri':CREATION CO~JHSSION !EETING J!SLD TUESDAY EVEHING OCTOBER J0,1962 

Present: Hrs. cvorthing L. Hest, Chairman 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Victor Stout 
Han. :ioHard 'olhitmore, Jr. 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner and 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 
Also, John Gilleland, Director of Business Services, 

Ne1·rton Public Schools 
Vincent Burns, Building Commissioner 
Mr. Morse Architect, \'iilliam Heskins Bro•m Associates, Inc. 

Heeting called to order at 8 F.l1. 

Minutes of the September meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. Hark at the South High School was discussed. Commissioner reported that 
one-third of the field has been reseeded by Street iJep<irtment "nd whole area 
raked. The Commissioner will have to meet with members of the School Dept. 
before the 196J budget to discuss what can be done next year to improve this 
area and eliminate rock and glass problem. 

2. The Commissioner read a letter from Nayor Gibbs, and presented a plan of 
the proposed piece of land to be taken for school purposes. Hayer Gibbs re
quested that the Commission discuss this matter of relinquishing a part of 
the Albemarle Playground for a site fo_r _the new Horace Hann School. Hr, 
Burns, Building Commissioner, Hr. Gilleland, Director of Business Services, 
School Department, and Hr. Horse, Architect representing Hillia:n Hoskins 
Brown Associates, Inc., presented a plan drawn up by William Hoskins Brown 
Associates, Inc., sloowing in detail the area to be taken and discussed at 
length the type of school to be erected on the property. After discussion 
the Commission, by unanimous vote, approved the transfer of land at the 
Albemarle Playground to the School Department for the purpose of the con
struction of the new Horace l1ann School. This transfer is dependent unon 
a ruling by the City Solicitor that the Recreation Co~~ission has th8 legal 
right to make such transfer. The land in·rolved is 70,720 sq. ft. at the 
corner of Hatertown St. af'd Albemarle Read as described on Dra';ing iJo. SF-1 
by \-lilli"-m Hoskins Brown Assoc. Inc. 

The Commission, in making this transfer voted to go on record to 
the Xayor that they are concerned over th~ loss of recre"-tional land space 
involved ir: this project, and request th.'l.t needs of the Recre"-tion Como1ission 
be given first consideration when any land becomes available in the future. 
The Com.,ission also voted to request th" Ha::or to include the Recre"-tion 
Com.,issioner as a ~ember of the planning committee for this proposed new 
Horace ;·!ann School so that its use for after school, evening and school 
vacation recreational use can he given proper consideration. 

J. The Commission discussed the matter of the Park Commissioners. The 
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Com~issioner was requested to inform the Mayor that it was the oplnlon of 
the Recreation Commission that the functions of the .Park Commissioners would 
be most appro~riately performed in Newton by the Recreation Commission, and 
that the membership of these two committees should be one and the same. 
This request was to be presented to the Mayor for his consideration and if 
there was no objection by the present Park Commissioners, who-are the Planning 
Board, the Mayor would consider transfering the functions and title of Park 
Commissioners from the Planning board to the Kecreation Commission. 
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4. Alderman E. Dietz was introduced and presented a plan to the Co~mission 
for the acquisition of land by the City adjacent to the Cold Spring play-
ground for a municipal golf course. Co~mission voted to request City Solicitor 
to investiGate deeds, etc. of land involved in this project before further study 
can be made. 

5. Letter from Orville Clapper was read requesting that the Recreation 
·commission consider conversion of the Pine St. dump into a par-J golf course. 
Com~ission voted to hold this request for further study and Commissioner was 
requested to check and see if this land is park land and also request the 
Nayor that the Recreation Department be given first choice before City de
cides to dispose of this land. 

6. Commissioner read a letter from 11ayor Gibbs making known his wish to form 
a citizen's committee to study the swimming pool situation and asking the 
Co~'llission 1 s endorsement and cooperation. Hr. Hhitmore requested that he dis
cuss this matter with the l'hyor anrl report their findings at the next meeting. 

?. Com011issioner reported that he had looked over the land on which the New 
england Peabody was situated. 11r. Penney felt that this site could possibly 
be developed for a beeinners slope ski tow. Commissioner emphasized the need 
to hold on to and also acquire any available land for future recreational pur
poses. This is to be made into house lots to finance purchase of the remainder 
of the Peabody proDerty for school use. 

8. Commission voted that regular monthly meetings be held on the second 
Tu'lSr'a;v of each month. }1<eetings to be scheduled for 7 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 
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l1IilUTES OF RSCREATION CO:,ITUSSION IEETH:G HELD TUESDAY EVECJING, 
NOVE:l5Elt 13, 1962 

Present: Nrs. Horthinr: L. \·'lest, Chairman 
11r. Joseph Selden 
Mr. Victor Stout 
Hon. Howard Whitmore, Jr. 
John b. Penney, R~creation Com~issioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 
Janet Schoonmaker 
11inutes of the October meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. Commissioner Fenney introduced Janet Schoonmaker, a Senior at the 
University of Massachusetts who has been sent to Ne,;ton Recreation Depart
Ment by Dr. Harlow to do off CPJ!lpus practice leaders'oip, a six-credit 
practicum devoted to organized recreations in various settings in New England. 
Miss Schoonmaker will be in Newton for eight weeks from Nov. 5, 1962 through 
Jan. 18, 1963 excluding normal University holidays. 

Hiss Schoonmaker has been working on a project pulling all programs 
together. She is working under the supervision of Hiss Swartz. 

2. Hr. ',fuitmore reported on his meeting Hith Hayor Gibbs re- SwinMing Pools. 
The l'iayor will be very ~<illing to go along with any suggestions the Cormoission 

. mi;::ht come up with. Our next step will be to dra~< up a set of procedures 
and objectives. Special meetings should be held solely to promoting this 
study. Mr. Penney will study old records of the Commission meetings to 
acquaint him with what the Com:nission h'ld done in the past. Each member of" 
the Comnission was asked to out1in~ their thour;hts on hot'/ plans for this 
Sl'li~~ing pool should be handled and present them at the next meeting of 
the Coml'lission. 

3. The Comnissioner discussed Capital Outlay projects which he felt should 
be incorporated in the 1963 Budget. ThP.se «ill be presented to the Com:nission 
at the l'leetins to ~i~cuss the Preliminary Budget for 1963. The Commissioner 
was to meet t.•ith Hr. Gilleland, Director of Business Services, School Depart
ment and discuss special projects that should be set up for the school play
ing fields. 

4. Hr. Penney reported on special projects that had been compl.eted in 1962-
narr.ely: 

Rebuilt part of South Hir,h School fJ.FOld. 

Levi-'./arren-Rebuilt Baseball diamond, took out track, r~moved old 
bleachers. S<eeded >lhole fiald. Funds should be carc·ied over to 1963 to 
fertilize and res~ed field. 

llic;h School Snecia1 Field Events nroject \'las completed. 

Rebuilt Upper Falls Baseball dia~ond and Tennis Courts. 

Removed \'laming house at Bulloughs Pond. 
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Replaced ancl repaired collapsed Bleac'1ers at llich School fi">ld. 

Graded field at Frank A. Day Jr. High, reMoved tennis court posts 
and wire fabric. 

5. Rules govening Crystal Lake were discussed. Commission agreed that the 
existing rules and regulations for the use of Crystal Lake should not be 
changed at the present time. 

6. l'lr. Stout expressed his thanks to the Recreation Co:"rnission for their crant
ine perMission to Boston University to use the Hawthorn Soccer field. 

7. i':r. Penney reported to the Commission that Recreation Department is start
ing a Pee Hee Hockey Proi~ram at St. Sebastian 1 s Hockey Rink. Prot;rarn >rill be 
for boys 8 - 12 years of age starting Saturday, December 1st. and ·continuing 
through the l'lonth o.f December. If successful progra.'!l will be continued in 
January & February, 196). An;oropriation should be requested to handle this 
program in 196). 

8. Hrs. \lest read a communication as kin:~ the Cor'hmission to support the pro
Gra.rrJ of V19 ·National Recreation Association. 

9. Hrs. Hest and 11r. Penney reported they 'lad attended a meetine of the 
N~'.•ton Conservn.tors Association. Hr. Dowrie, City Planner, was the principal 
speaker. 

10. Old Business- follm·linr: are be inc; held for furt'ler discussion: 

1. Petition for a dianond for the N"'"'ton \iest Little Lea.-~ue. 

2 _ i-':aintenance of GiJ l Stadium by th~ Recr~at i_on Departmqnt _ 

· J. Park Conroission and Recr8;,tion Comnission comhining; 

Heetin: ad,journed at 9:;.o·P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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Present: 

DEC C::1S:<:R 11 , 1962 

Hr~. 'tlorthin~ L. ',{est, Chairman 
J!:r. T. Frank Copp 
Nr. Josenh Selden 
Ho:1. Ho•rr~rd ';/hi tmore, Jr. 
John U. Penney, Rgcreation Conmissioner 

J1eetinc: called to order at 7:25 F. H. 

Hinu:.es of the Nove:1ber meetint: were approved as recorded. 

Hrs. ·,vest read a conn'lunication from Hrs. Rose Greene, 153 
Edinboro St., Ne•.rfonville complaininr; about" the elirnination of 8 and 9 year 
olds from the hockey program at St. Sebastians after they had registered. 
Hr. Penney explained hm< the program had become 'overcro;rded, and a separate 
session for the younr,er boys 1-1as being planned for Btillough' s Pond when 
natural ice is a•tailable there. Hr. Penney will answer the letter. 

The 1963 preliminary budget was discussed at great length. No 
additions or deletions l<ere made to the budg<Ot as prepared by the Conmissioner. 
A priority schedclle for capital improve:oent projects was set up since it was 
felt that all would not be approved. 

The request fron Hr. Sam Crocetti, Llirector of the Newton Boys Club 
to allow members of the boys club from 'datertown to participate in the Pony 
and National division of basketball lea.;ues. The request t-~as denied as the 
cor:unission reaffirmed its policy to restrict participation in all these 
basketball leasues to Ne•·1ton residents. 

The re<juest for use of a playground for the purpose of shooting model 
rockets by Hr. D;miel H. Gordon, 177 Langley li.Qad '4"-S considered. Hr. Penney 
explained that Hr. Gordon proposed a boys rocket club •·li th he as advisor. 
The rockets •vere denonstrated to Hr. Penney and Hr. Charnpagnc, of th~ Police 
department on December R, 1962 at Brewer Play~round. In their opinion the 
ar9a was too small. Suhse~uent investip,ation reVP'lled the Police Chief Purcel 
o,ras arainst th'' program. Also it .,,as learned from the Firro Chief Ferkins 
that this type of r~cket would come under the fire twrks display la;r. Per
mission a~d bond fr"I'l the Fire Department would be required, and would be 
denied. Request for use of Playr,round area for this purpose was denied. 

Next meeting set f0r 7:15 P.H. Tuesc!ay, Januqry R, 1963. 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COIOOSSION MEETING H:<:LD TUESDAY EVENING 
JANUARY 8, 1963 

Members Present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
T, Frank Copp 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G, Smith, Secretary 

and 
Daniel Gordon, P.T.A. Council 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. \'lest at 7: 30 P. H. 

The minutes of the Dec. 11th meeting were approved as recorded. 

20'1 

1. Mr. Daniel Gordon, 177 Langley Road, Newton Centre, Mass., attended the meeting, 
Mr. Gordon had requested permission to sit in on the Recreation Commission meetings 
and act as a liaison between the P.T.A, Council and Recreation Commission. Mrs. 
West welcomed ~~. Gordon to the meeting but suggested that he act as appointed 
delegate from the Council not as a liaison. Mr. Gordon would attend the meetings 
as an observer and carry back to the Council any views as presented by the 
Commission. Certain things need to be done and he would present them to the 
Council for action. He is to sit in on the meetings until the Commission go 
in to Executive Session. 

2. Mr. Penney reported that he had attended the P.T.A, Council meeting on 
Thursday evening, Jan. Jrd, which was attended by representatives from the various 
P.T.A.'s in the city, Dr. Brown, Supt. of Schools, Mr. Basbas, City Clerk, and 
Dr. Greenleaf, Health Officer. 

J, Mrs. West reported that Mrs. Cotton of the League of Women Voters had 
telephoned her and asked if she would attend their meeting on Jan. 16th and 
give the background of the Recreation Department. Mr. Penney agreed to attend 
this meeting also. 

4, The Commissioner read a report on the Basketball Leagues which started 
Friday evening, Jan. 4th. We have four divisions participating - 8 teams in 
the National Division; 6 teams in the Pony Division; 8 teams in the American 
Division; 8 teams in the International Division. 

Basketball teams play every night at Warren Jr. High. Custodial and referee 
fees will be greater in 1963 due to the number of games scheduled, 

Additional informal basketball programs are conducted at Hawthorn, Emerson, 
Memorial and Newton Centre, Burr is open year round and Auburndale is covered 
approximately year round. 

The Commissioner reported that he had requested a whole series of repairs and 
refurbishing of all recreation buildings. Some discussion followed about the 
merits of fixing up the Newton Centre building, and the possibility of replacing 
the old builrling with a new one. 

5. Report on skating was read by the Commissioner. Through Saturday, Jan. 5th, 
we had twenty days of skating at Auburndale, fourteen days at Crystal Lake, and 
fi~s at Bulloughs Pond. Estimated attendance at all skating areas - about 
)9,000. Under 2,000 permits have been sold. Heat has been turned on at Crystal 
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Lake and skaters seem quite appreciative of this. Skaters at Bulloughs Pond 
have not been charged as building has not been completed and lights have not 
been turned on. Pond is closed at 4:30 P.M. All other small skating areas 
have fairly good skating conditions. 

6. Mr. Penney reported he had received a complaint from a parent that her young
ster had gone in to the brook while coasting at Newton Cent.re. Commission 
agreed this was a dangerous condition and Mr. Penney was instructed to put up 
a snow fence in this area. 

7. Com.missioner reported that Waldo Hai.nswo.rth, Representative of National 
Recreation Association had advised him that there was a possibility of getting 
a foundation grant within the Greater Boston Area to promote a Physical Fitness 
Program. Mr. Hainsworth asked that the Recreation Commission write a letter to 
the National Recreation Association endorsing such a program. The Commission 
voted to comply with l1r. Hainsworth's request. Mr. Penney would also forward 
a letter expressing his experience with such programs while in New Hampshire. 

8. M.r. Gordon asked that the Recreatioq C.ommission 1 s views on Swimming Pools 
be discussed. The Commission agreed that this matter could not be discussed 
until the Commission had met and decided on a specific course of action for 
formulating plans for construction of swimming pools. 

9:00 P.M. - Hr. Gordon left the meeting and Commission went .into Executive Sess
ion. 

9. Hockey Program at St .• .Se.bastians was reported as progressing very well. 

I 

10. Letter dated Dec. lOth, copy of which was sent to ~ach member of the . I 
Commission from Robert F. Barry, 26 Hope St., Auburndale, was read. Commiss-. 
ioner read his reply to Mr. Barry's letter and a copy of this is to be forward-
ed to each member of the Commission. Letter was in connection with the 
original plans for a hockey school at St. Sebastians. 

. . 
11. The Commission agreed that since all members of the Commission were not 
present the subject of Swimming Pools would be discussed at a special meeting 
of the Commission to be held on Thursday evening, Jan. 17th. 

Meeting adjourned at 10 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETIKG HELD 
THURSDAY EVENING JANUARY 17, 1963 

The meeting was called to order at 8:10P.M. 

PRESENT: Mrs. 'o{orthing L. >-lest, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
T. Frank Copp 
Victor Stout 
Hm<ard Whitmore, Jr. 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 

A long discussion of the pros and cons of the proposed M.D.C, swimming pool 
and skating rink proposal and its location. A hearing is scheduled on the 
bill to build such a facility at 10:00 A.M., \'lednesday, January 23rd at the 
State House before the Metropolitan Affairs Committee. 

It was decided that the Recreation Commissioner should attend the hearing to 
represent the Commission. He was directed to speak in favor of the proposed 
pool and to point out that the Commission had been advocating additional 
swimming facilities for Newton for many years. He was further directed to 
propose an amendment to the bill on behalf of the Commission offering to 
have the City of Newton through the Recreation Commission maintain and 
operate the facility after it is built, thus saving the district the operat
ing cost for years to come. Since the Newton Recreation Commission has been 
providing playgrounds, skating and swimming areas and other public recreational 
facilities since 1912, the operation of this proposed new facility could 
naturally be added to its responsibilities. He was further directed to ask 
that a decision on the exact location of the proposed facility be deferred 
until a later date when the Commission could give it further study in con
sideration of the changing conditions regarding schools and playgrounds. 

The ComMissioner was directed to check with Representative Bradley to find 
out exactly what he was proposing, and to get a copy of the bill to see 
exactly how it read. 

Heetins adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 

John B. Penney 

.Recreation Commissioner 
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HINUTES OF RECREATION COMHISSION MSETING HELD 
TUESDAY EVENIIIG FEBRUARY 12, 1963 

Members Present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
T. Frank Copp 
Victor Stout 
John B, Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. 

The minutes of the Jan. 8th and Jan. 17th meetings were approved as recorded 
with correction. 

The Commissioner reported on activities. as follows: 

Skating: 

Hare's Cove - 44 Days of Skating 
Crystal Lake - 37 Days of Skating 
Bulloughs Pond - 26 Days_ of Skating 

Estimated attendance of 73,500 at three skating areas. 

No permits have been sold at Bulloughs Pond as skatehouse has not been 
completed. 

Income from Sale of Skating Permits and Toboggan Slide to date: 

\/are' s Cove -
Crystal Lake 
N.Centre Toboggan Slide 

$1,500.00 
746.00 
154.50 

The Chairman suggested that Leaders at the various skating areas wear 
some sort of identification. Commission voted that arm bands be worn by Leaders 
for 1963-1964 season. 

Mr. Penney reported that the Skating Derby held at Crystal Lake on 
Saturday, Feb. 2nd, was very successful. 

A report was given on the Special Swimming Class for Handicapped Children at 
Sydney Hill on Tuesday and Thursd?~ afternoons. Program has been planned by 
Mr. ~enney and a group from the P.T.A. Mr. Gilbert Champagne is the paid 
instructor for this program and is assisted by six girl volunteers from the 
Sacred Heart College and two boys from Newton Jr. College. Robert Doherty is 
the supervisor. 

Mr. O'Brien of State Division of Special Education visited this program and 
approved for the State. 

Archery Program is being conducted on Thursday evenings at Newton Centre. Two 
instructors from the Newton Archers Association are volunteering their services 
together with Eben Baker from the Tepee Archery Shop. Mr. Murphy is the super
visor. 
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Basketball Leagues are continuing each week. 

Ill Dancing Classes and Crafts Programs are proving very beneficial. 

I 
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A copy of the 1963 Budget with the Mayor's Recommendations was distributed to 
each member of the Commission. Mr. Penney explained the 11ayor's reductions. 

Mr. Penney reported several changes in classification as recommended by the 
Evan's Associates. 

Laborers employed at Burr, Newton Centre, Hawthorn, High School and Cabot to 
classification of Groundsmen since they work not under direct supervision. 

Upgrading of one working foreman II to working forman III. Joseph Taranto is 
being recorr~ended for this position. 

T~~issioner recommended creating the position of Senior Recreation-sut)
;'visor instead of the originally proposed Assistant Recreation Commissioner •. 

f Letter has been written to Director of Civil Service requesting advice as to 
how to set up such a position. James E. Murphy has been recommended by the 

mmissioner for this position. ~----
-------------

The Commissioner is to notify the Commission as to when they are to meet with 
the Finance Committee as soon as he is notified. 

On Saturd~, Feb. 16th the Commissioner will visit various playground buildings 
with Mayor, Building Commissioner, and Committee from Board of Aldermen. 
Commissioner has submitted a list of repairs necessary in various playground 
buildings to be incorporated in Building Department budget. 

The Commissioner reported on memo sent to Chief of Police on Jan. 18th, at 
the request of City Clerk regarding fishing at Crystal Lake. Fishing is to 
be allowed at Crystal Lake during the regular State fishing seasons including 
ice fishing. No cutting of ice or fishing through the ice is to be allowed 
in the area set aside for skating or within 50 yards of the skating area. No 
boating is to be allowed on the lake without permission of the Recreation 
Commission. 

The Commissioner reported that there have been no definite developments on the 
proposed H.D.C. pool for Newton. 

Mr. Penney reported that he had attended a meeting of the Conservators in 
Wellesley. Hr. Fink, Engineer for the 11.D.C. sp<:>ke on areas for swim:ning along 
the Charles River. Commissioner wrote to llr. Fink requesting information on 
proposed sewer construction along the swimming areas of the Charles River and 
if successful the possibility of swimming in the future at Upper Falls and 
'dare 1 s Cove in Auburndale. 
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Mr. Penney reported that he had had a meeting with Mr. Downe, Planning 
Consultant, on proposed development at Norumbega Park. Cor1!1lission agreed 
that they would not take any action on this matter at the present time. 

Meeting adjorned at 10:00 P.N. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

SECRETARY 
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l!INUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSIO:J HEH:TING HELD TUESDAY EVENING HARCH 19, 1963 

Members present: Mrs. Horthine: L. Hest, Chairman 
Joseph Selden 
T. Frank Copp 
H0n. Howard 1-/hitmore, Jr. 
John B. Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

The J!Jeeting was called to order at 7: 30 P.M. 

The minutes of the Feb. 12, 1963 meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. The Comnissioner presented a monthly report for January and February 1963. 
This r~port shm;s P.rogram Activities, Sessions and Attendance; Use of depart
ment facilities by other e:roups; Use of school buildings by groups under de
partment permit at users expense, and a report of work done by the Mainten~nce 
Divi3ion. 

This report will be submitted to the Commission and the Hayor each mrmth. 
It will be of great value when compiling the Annual Report. 

The Cornroission moved to place this report on file. 

2. The Commissioner read a letter dated Harch 1, 1963 from His Honor Hayor 
Gibbs requesting the Commission to select a site for the proposed H.D.C. pool 
and to sugeest names for a citizens committee to study and make recommendations 
for swimmine: facilities. 

After a lengthy discussion on different sites for an H.D.C. pool the 
Com~ission voted to go on record to the Hayor that such a pool be constructed 
on the site of the Horace Hann School, Hatertmm Street, Newtonville which is 
to be abandoned when the new school is built on part of the Albemarle Playeround. 

3. The Comnissioner was requested to submit the following names to Hayor 
Gibbs as nembers of a citizens committee tc:J stur!y swimming facilities for Newton: 

Mr. Penney, Recre3tion Commissioner 

The five members of the Commission with one member serving as Chairman. 

11r. Chrrles Downe, City Planning Consultant. 

~1r. Benjac1in Shattuck, 327 Franklin St., Newton, Mass, 

Hr. Daniel H. Gordon, 177 Lan;:;ley Rd. Newton Centre, Mass. (P.T.A, Council) 
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!1rs. Arno H. Heyn, League 0f Women Voters, 21 Alexander Rd., Newton Highlands, 

Hr. Ed Hilson, Representing the Newton Elks and 1\uburndale section. 

Mr. Cleo Jaillet, 95 Glen A're,, NP.wton Centre. (Newton Centre & Sacred Heart) 
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Hr. Sidney Shuman, 5 Shuman Circle, Newton Centre(Oak Hill & Little 
League). 

Hr. J8mes MacLean, 1395 Halnut St., Newton Highlands (Newton 
Highlands A.A. ) 

Hr. Victor Nicolazzo, 50 FaiNay Drive, Hest Newton. 

11r. C. Evan Johnson, 9 Proctor. St., N8 wtonville. 

A member of thP. Newton Federation of .Vomens Clubs to be appointed l:j)>: 
11r.s. \Vest. 

Mr. Selden to suggest a person from Newton Upper Falls. 

N E',l BU:OI NESS: 

1. Letter from Hr. Bernard N. Gehr, 20 Harshfield Rd., Newton Centre 
re- sailing on Crystal Lake was read. The Commission voted to continue 
their practice of issuinc; permits to abutters only on request. 

2. Letter from HoblitzeJ.l re- uss of tennis courts at Nm:ton South 
Hir;h School for lJ. E. Championships and fon;arded to ComrJissionPr by Mr. 
Russell of the School Cor1mittee was rea.d. Commission agreed to r;rant this 
use .a:;ain this year from June 24th throu,.;h June 29th. · 

J. Letter from Mr. C. Jason 11. Cartel, Biologist, 506 Harvard St. 
Brookline was read. Mr. Cartel would like to ~alk to the members of the 
Com"'lission re- pollution and aquatic gr01;th in Crystal Lake. The 
Com:nissioner Has asked to invite llr. Cartel to attend the next regular 
meeting of the Commission to be held on April 16th. 

4. The Commissioner reported that he had scheduled a meeting on 
;/ednesday evenin.;, M.arch 27th with representatives of Baseball and 
3oftball tea.ms to discuss use of available fields. 

Meeting adjourned at lO::JO P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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IUNUT "3 0" 1'~'CP."'·1 TIO'' COM"'-l''""TO!' 'I '~Tl"G !i 'LD TU"'cD 'Y Elf~" 6 6 ' •~ ~~ " - u ~ ~ • 1 r,l'.. " - ;; ""'· " ""ING - APRIL 1 , 19 J 

Nembers Present: Nrs. Horthin;; L. ;lest, Che.irman 
Joseph Selden 
T, Frank Copp 
Victor Stout 
John B. Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 
Daniel Gordon, representing P.T.A, Council 

The f'!eeting was called to order at ? : JO P .11, 

The minutes of the Harch 19, 196J meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. The Commissioner reported that names had been submitted to the Hayer for a 
Citizens Committee to stu:iy and make recommendations for sHimming fiwilities 
in Ne1<ton. Nayor Gibbs will delay action until he returns to Newton, 

2, Hr. Harrison Rm<botham, Presi<ient of tiJe !lew En"land Latin Tennis Association 
and l1r. i1arold Soule, Chief Instrtictor of the Youth Tennis Foundation '<ttend

ed the meeting. Hr. Rowbotham outlined a ~lan for offering tennis instruction 
to youth and adults on our city courts, The Recreation Department would grant 
the Founrlation the use of sevAral courts at specified times to conduct small 
group and semi-private lessons. The cost of this progr~ would be covered by 
the individua·l s m3.kin;; a contribution to the Youtf) Tennis Foundation, a tax
exempt ag~ncy. 

The Foundation would also be able to furnish 
childrens croup lessons on the playgrounds. 
be covered by the city making a contribution 

instructors for the free 
The cost of this program ;muld 
to the Youth Tennis Foundation. 

The Oommission went on record authorizing the Commissioner to set up a 
progr~~ with the New England Youth Tennis Foundation to conduct free 
childrens group lessons, small group and semi-private lessons, free clinics 
and exhibitions and city-wide tournaments. Since our regular Tennis In
structor, 11r. Hullen will not be available this year, the Com:'lission agreed 
this program would furnish the children of Newton with expert tennis in
struction at a nominal cost to the city. 

J. Mr. Jason Cortell, Biologist from Brookline, formerly with Allied Biolo
gical Controp Corp. , addressed the Commission and presented his findings 
on a survey he conducted in 1961 on the algae gro~<~th in Crystal Lake. In 
previous years Crystal Lake has been closed by the Health Department be
cause of pollution. Hr. Cartel gave a very interesting talk and sho~<ed 
slides of the cause of this pollution, As a result of his survey Hr. 
Cartel fel~e-Elooies, a water weed growing-at-the-botte~e 
lake,/oUld be· eliminated by chemicals. The installation of an artiffe±a 
1;1ater circulating system kno;m as the Beley \/ells Aqua-later and chlorine 
\feeders would prevent pollution from bathers. This equipment could be 
,~lled for no more than $5,500,00, This cost would include: ----

------------------------------~ 
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1. Equip~ent installed 
2. Chlorine equipMent 
). Necessary piping 
4. Services of Biolor,ist (Mr. Cartel) 

$),000.00 
400.00 
100.00 

2,000.00 

(Erection of a fence around equipment would be extra) 

Maintenance cost by our staff would be approximate.ly $250.00 a year. 
Proc;ram would be fully guaranteed, equipment could .be returned if not 
satisfactory. 

Hr. Stout moved to await Nr. Co,rtel's report and estimate, and advised 
the Comrnissioner to discuss this matter with the !layer as to the advisability 
of the Commissioner requesting a special appropriation to install this equip
ment under the direction of l1r. Cartel. Hr. Selden seconded the motion. 

Heetin~: adjourned at 11 I' .H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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iiiNUTES OF RECREATION CONMISSION 11EETHIG H~~ - TUESDAY LVF.NirlG !lAY 14, 1963 

Nembers Present: Mrs. Worthing L. \vest, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Hon. Hm<ard \v'hi tmore, Jr. 
John B. Penney 
Dorothy G. Smith, SecretarJ 
Daniel Gordon, Representative from P.T.A. Council 

Heeting was C"-lled to order at 7: '10 P. H. 

Hinutes of the April 16th meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. 

2. 

April monthly report was distributed to all members of the Commission. 

The Commissioner reported on the progress o,' the Crystal Lake reclamation 
program as follows: 

Presented his plan to His Honor, Hayor Gibbs, who advised him to clear 
with Board of Sanitation, State House, as to any matching funds which 
might be available for such a project. Hr. Penney found that the State 
did not have any matching funds for such a progran but endorsed a city 
or town conducting such a project. Hr. Penney, on the advice of the Hayor 
and City Clerk met with the members of the Finance Committee and presented 
his plan. The Finance Committee wer'l very interested in this program and 
voted informally to approve the appropriation at the next meeting of the 
Board on May 20th, after details were worked out with the City Solicitor. 
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J. Mr. Penney met with the Hayer regardinc; the Tennis Program with the Youth 
Tennis Foundation. After discussion, the Nayor agr.,ed to have the Commissioner 
get the City Solicitor's opinion on such a program. Hr. Penney met with 

4. 

Hr. Elbaum, Assist,.,_nt City Solicitor, and Hr. Rowbotham of the Youth Tennis 
Foundation and Mr. Elbawn agrPed to draw up an agreement with the City of 
Ncn;ton and the Youth Tennis Foundation. 

The Gnm1~i:ssioner reported that he had discussed with the Hayor the formation 
of the Ha;ror' s CoMmittee on Swi1lli'line; facilities for the City of Newton. 
l~Ayor Gibrys requestc,d th2,t a :nember of the Recre<1.tion Commission, either 
V;r. ;fuitmore or Hr. Copp, be 'l.ppointed Chairm'l.n of this committee. The 
Com"lission voted to appoint l!r. Copp as Chairman Hith all members of the 
Commi~sion and the Commissioner serving as members of this Committee. 
Mr. Penney '"as advised to submit to thE' Hayor the n~mes of Hr. Robert Proctor, 
Newton Upp<>r Falls (recommended by llr. Selden) and Hr. Domenic Taglienti, 
Thompsonville (recomMended by Hr. '4hitmore) ~s memb0rs of the 11ayor' s 
CoMMittee. 

5. CoMmissionc,r r"ported that a plaque was to he presented to the volunteer 
workers of the Ne,,rton College of the Sacred Hflart and the NeHton Jr. College 
for their s"rvices in Makinr; the swimroing pror;rarn for ret<1.rded children 
conducted at Sidney Hill such a success. The Cornmissioner was instructed 
to send a letter of appreciation to the Hanager of Sidney Hill Country 
Club from the Newton Recre2tion Commission. 
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6. Conflict of interest bw Has discussed as to it 1 s effect on the 
Recreation Department doing business with members of the Commission, 
namely, Hr. Copp (Edwards Lumber Co. ) and Hr. Selden (Highland 
Fharmacy). Mr. Penney will o,sk Hr. Elbaum to clarify this la•• regarding 
the Recreation Department, since purchases must be made through the 
Purchasing Department anyway. 

7. Letter from Mr. Cetrone of the Newton Soccer Club was read. 
ion voted to deny their request to lease luwthorn Playground 
iod of ten years at a time, to conduct soccer games. 

The Cormniss
for a per-

8. Location of lighted softball field at Albemarle Playground was discussed. 
The Commission voted to leave the decision as to location up to the 
Comr'lissioner. The City Engineer has be'm requested to look in to filling 
in the existing drain adjacent to the proposed softball field. 

9. Mr. Fenney reported that he had received an order from the State Department 
of PBblic Safety to r1ove playground apparatus from Horace H~_nn PlR.yground. 
The Commissioner also received a letter from Mrs. Hintz, member of the 
School CoJTllllittee askin" that this equipment be moved to the Albemarle 
Playground. The Commissioner had already arranged for the removal of all 
R.ppar'l.tus from Horace 11ann to Albemarle Playground and DepR.rtment of 
Public Safety and Mrs. Hintz were so advised. Plans call for assignint; 
lea··Jers to Albemarle PlR.yground rather than Horace 11ann as in past years. 

10. TlJe Com'!lissioner reported that he had consulted •<ith Hr. CR.rmen, Mrs. 
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Thresher ancl 11r. Byrne of the Newton Housing Project re- starting a Golden I 
Age nrogr~m. This rroer~~ will commence as soon as the people are settled 
and it is the intention of the Commissioner to put Mrs. Esther Toher in 
charge of this program. 

11. Hr. 1-enney reported that he had notified his appointees for SU!lli~er play-. 
ground work. 

12. Lincoln Playground is to be eliminated this summer and will be combined 
with Aneier School Playr,round. Attendance did not ,Tarrant staffing this 
area since it is so close to Angier. These leaders will be assigned to 
Ant;ier rather than two at each. The b::.seb"tll diamond at Lincoln will be 
utilized for the Angier program. 

13. Crystal L"tke staff is still to be appointed as we are c.waiting list of 
Life:;uards and Bathhouse Attendants from Civil Service. 

The next meeting of the Recreation Commission will be held on Tuesday 
evenin~, June 11th. 

Respectfully subr:Jitted, 

Dorothy G. Sroith 

Secreta:rJ 
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KI!IUTES OF RECRSATION COl'J.liSSION EEETING IIE:LD 
TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 11, 196J 

Hembers Present: 11rs. :·!orthing 1. 'dest, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
John B. Penney 

Commission met at City Hall and left immediately for a tour of various 
facilities as follows: 

Checked the abandoned Horace Mann School as site for possible use as 11.D.C. 
pool. Also voted that all playt:;round apparatus will be reCioYed and moved to 
Albemarle. The summer playr;round will be conducted at Albemarle, and Horace 
M;mn will be ahandoned as an active play•;round. 

Hent to the Alb<~marle Playr;round >There Hr. Penney pointed out where the play
ground apparatus would be insLalled. Hr. Penney exolained >rhy the little 
league field l<as selected to be remodeled into a softball diamond for the 
night lighted field project. The diamond nearest the \'iatertown Street end 
(new Horace Hann School) site will become the ne'-l little league field. 

Visited Richardson Playground ;,here gr. l-'enney pointed out that the abutting 
property o;,ner had landscaped about 8' of pl2.yground land, which made 
complications about the installation of a new perimeter fence. Co~~ission 
voted to install the fence on the property line rather than to make any 
arrangement to give or sell the land in question to the abutter. If abutter 
objected to this the.n no fence at all should be installed until further 
consideration. 

Follm<in;.; the tour the Commission met at Hrs. '•lest' s home on Tyler Terrace. 

The minutes of the Hay meeting were read and accepted. 

Commissi~~presented the monthly report for Hay. 
----~ 

The Retarded Childrens Day c~~p program will be held at Bowen School rather 
than Sp'>ulcting because of the lack of shade at Spaulding. Arrangements have 
;,lso bgen m . .,cte to combine the Cerebral Palsey Camp with our program. The C.P. 
willpay their own instructors, but we will transport all Ne"~on youngsters. 

Hr. l'enney reported that he had surveyed the Cold Se>ring area with Colonel 
Z~d10ff of the National Golf Foundation and Alderman Dietz, Colonel Ekhoff' s 
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c;:nn~on is that an 18 hole "par 60" course could be constructed and which 
would 1-)e successful financially. He recommends that we engage Hr. Cornish, 
a golf course architect to check his evaluation. 

It was reported that Commission member Vic Stout was resigning because he 
had moved from Newton, and would now make his year-round residence on Cape 
Cod. It was voted to send him a letter acknowledging his resignation. 

A discussion followed concerning swimming pools, and the method of procedure 
to be used with the l1ayor 1E Citizens Study Committee scheduled to hold its 
first meeting June 13th. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Penney 

Recreation Commissioner 

I 
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HINUTES: HAYOR 1 S SHilUHilG POOL CO!IHITTJ;E lt';J<.'TING - September 12, 1963 

Present: Hr. Copp, Hr. Penney, Hr. Burke, Hr. Johnson, Hr. Sacks, Hr. Tagliente, 
Hrs. :·/est, Hrs. Norris, Hr. Simmons, l1r. lhcLean, Hr. Daniel Gordon, 
Hr. Selden, Hr. Shuman 

Chairman Copp opened the meeting at 8:55 P.l1. and called on Hr. Johnson for a 
report of the location sub-cormittee. 

Mr. Johnson reported that the sub-com~ittee on location recommended 
the followin~ swimming facilities be provided in the following time sequency: 

1. a. An indoor-outdoor co~bination pool at South High School 

b. An outdoor pool at Albemarle Playzround with facilities for 
wa'iing, swirm'ling and diving. 

?.. a. An outdoor pool at Auburnd8.le Playground (on land to be pur
chased adjoining the Playground) with facilities for wading, diving and 
swimming. 

b. Improvement and enlargement of the beach and facilities at 
Crystal Lake. 

). An indoor-outdoor pool at Ne1-1ton High School as a part of the 
renovation of that school. 

4. Smaller neighborhood outdoor pools at Upper Falls Playground 
and Hmnilton School playground in Lower Falls. 

He qualified the above to the effect that 

1 - If it was determined that neither of the itens under ill 
above would be ready for the 1964 season that the improve
ment of Crystal Lake should move up on the time schedule. 

2 - If it was detemined that the swimming pool at Ne~;ton High 
School could be constructed immediately this should be 
done because the construction of these two pools should be 
given number one priority •. It was to be assumed that there 
would be a few years delay before the High School renovation 
would be completed, and that the construction of the Albe
marle Pool should pro~eed at once. 

Chairman Copp then called on Hr. Selden to give a report of the sub
committee on design. He gave a de'.ailed report giving Many details and re
ported on visitation to indoor-outdoor pools at Hampden and IJ~w Haven, Conn
ecticut High Schools. The cost of the Hampden pool l<as $JJO,OOO complete. A 
copy of his committee report is attached. 

Chairman Copp opened the meeting to discussion. 
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Hr. Johnson was questioned on the reason for selecting the site 
at Auburndale when recent newspaper publicity indicated that swirnoing 
would_ be possible in the Charles River within five years. He questioned 
that this would come about. Mr. Penney also reported that his conversa
tions with local and State health departments following up on the news
paper stories indicated that counting on the Charles River for regular 
swiw~ing was. dubious because there were so many variables. Even the elim
ination of sewerage pollution on a total basis is not fully assured, 

Mr. \Jhitmore reported that the architect at South High School 
was revamping his original plans for a pool at that school which was not 
completed and would shortly have them ready along with a cost estimate. 

Hr. \·,'hitmore questioned Mr. Johnson's time schedule of con
struction and felt that it might be possible to expedite the construction of 
the pool at Newto;1 High School. Hr. Penney reported that 11r, Gilleland had 
indicated that the renovation would not be completed until 1967. Again it 
was pninted out that pools in the two schools were number 1 priority, and if 
anything cnuld he done to speed the construction of this pool our report 
should indicate this. Hr. Simmons also noted that our report should be 
carefully worded that the Ne,~ton High School pool has priority and its con
struction should not be delayed because of the construction of any others. 

Hr. Shuman proposed th~t a tots wading pool be constructed at 
Memorial School in Oak Hill Park. It was pointed out that this.area was 
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heavily used in the summer. Hr. Burke pointed out that Burr Playground was I 
another area of heavy use. This playground has a wading pool which needs 
renovation. Spray pools perhaps would be better than wading was indicated. 

The report of the location co~~ittee was accepted unanimously 
with the addition of spray or wading pools at 1<\enorial and Burr. 

Costs of these facilities were estimated at: 

Indoor outdoor pools at schools with school building assistance: 
$250,000 each. 

Neighborhood pools - $75,000 - $100,000 

Large outdoor - $200,000 - $)00,000 

Spray wading pool - $5,000 - $15,000 

It was decided that Hr. Penney with the help of Mr. Downe should 
put together a preliminary report based upon cormnittee minutes, sub-committee 
reports and survey information for presentation to another meeting of the whole 
on October Jrd. 

I 
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Ri':TORT Ol' 3UB-C0l'TI'UTTEE ON Si/Il'J!ING POOLS 
Character and Design 

A meeting w~s called Thursday, August 22, 1963, ~d held at the Recreation 
Office at City Hall. 

The meeting cai:Je to order at 8:10 P.H. 

Those present were: Hrs. Helvin Norris, Hr. S. Sh.uman, Hr. J 0 seph Selden, 
Commissioner John Penney 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it Has voted unanimously to recommend 
the following for swimming pools in the City of Newton: 

TYPE: Indoor-Outdoor Combination - Heated. 
Deck area to be a minimwn of 16 feet on skidproof tile. The deck to 
be pitched from lip of pool to overflow gutters extending completely 
around the deck with drains spaced at every 5-6 feet. 
Outdoor pools to be 1 shaped Hi th separate Hading pools. Outdoor 
pools in length 130 x 60 feet with twelve (12) feet at deep end and 
three (3) feet at shallow end with one area for diving. The deck 
area to have a minimum of twenty {20) feet of concrete to the grass. 

CAPACITY:, 

Pools to be located at the high schools. School population to be 
served: 1500 to 2000 at each school. 

SIZE: Our recommendations for minimum requirement for each pool are 45 x 
75 feet. This would allm< six (6) seven foot lanes for competitive 
swimming. 

DEPTH: The deep end to be 11 1/2 feet in depth with one meter diving board. 
The shallow end to be 3 1/2 feet. The shallow end to forty { 40) 
feet >mulct shm< a decline to five (5) feet Hhich ·would pemit wading 
and· free swiMming. 

GALLON CAPACITY: 

Approximately 160,000 gallons. 

USE Ol' FOOLS: 

Physic"l Education as part of the school progra.m, competitive swimming, 
recreational swi~~ing, water safety courses. 

FACILiriES: 
Locker rooms, coin operated or otherwise; showers; toilet facilities; 
spectator area should begin at a minimum height of four (4) feet 
above deck on one side of the pool. Office of Pool Director should 
have a clear and unobstructed view of the entire pool area. 

l'ILTRATIO!J SYSTi':l1: 
Diatanatious earth; sand and gravel or Duscharm pressurized gravel 
free s~nd filter which seems to be the most up-to-date. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 P .H. 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION CONNISSION HEETING HELD-TUESDAY IWENING 

Members Present: 

OCTOBER 15. 1963 

Mrs, Horthing L, \{eet, Chairman 
T, Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
John B, Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G, Smith, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Minutes of September meeting were approved as recorded, 

Commissioner reported that Mrs. Isabelle MacKey, Assessor, had approached 
him and inquired if the Conmission was still interested in the land on 
Christina and Goddard Street in the Newton Highlands area for Recreation 
use, Upon investigation it was found that according to the minutes of 
the Recreation Commission meeting of October 19, 1959, it was voted "that 
the land located at the corner of Goddard and Christina Street in the 
Newton Highlands area originally held for the Recreation Department should 
be released for sale by the city." Commission voted to reaffirm its vote 
of October 19, 1959 and notify the Assessing Department of this action, 

~~tter of purchasing the Sherman property was to be held for further dis
cussion with the Mayor, 

Mr. Cortell 's report on the 1963 Crystal Lake Reclamation Project was dis
cussed. It was voter! to accept this report as submitted a.nd to reimburse 
Hr. Cortell in full as the conditions of the contract had been met, 

The Co~missioner submitted his report after one year of service as Recreation 
Commissioner. The Cor.unission voted to hold this report for further study, 

A report lias given to the Co:llPlission members by Mr. Penney as to the progress 
of the Mayor's Swimming Pool Committee, Hr. Downe and Mr. Penney have been 
working together and will submit a report at the meeting on October 17th. 

Mr. Penney reported that Halloween Program was progressing very well under 
the leadership of Mrs. Dorothy Garon, 

The next meeting of the Cormnission will be held on !1ovember 19th, at which 
time the Preliminary Budget will be discussed. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P, M, 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD-TUESDAY EVENING 

NOVEMBER 19, 1963 

Nembers Present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
John B. Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Neeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Minutes of October meeting were approved as recorded, 

The Commission discussed the matter of the Recreation Commission taking over 
the duties of the Park Commission. The Commissioner alsorecommended that 
certain parks, which according to the Charter are the responsibility of the 
Street Commissioner be put under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Co~~ission, 
The Commission requested Mr. Penney to obtain the opinion and advise of the 
City Solicitor as to what legal action should be taken to make this possible. 

The Commission voted to accept the "Report to the Recreation Commission by 
the Recreation Commissioner following One Year's Service" with commendation 
for a well written, comprehensive report. The Commission voted to respectfully 
submit this report to each member of the Board of Aldermen and Planning Board 
for their consideration in order to acquaint them with the aims and goals of 
the Recreation Commission. 

Report from Mr. Cornish on Municipal Golf Course was discussed. Co~~ission 
suggested that Mr. Penney show this report to Alderman Dietz. Mayor Gibbs 
does not want to push this matter at the present time. 

Swimming Pool Report was discussed. All members of the Board of Aldermen and 
members of Swimming Pool Committee have received a copy of this report. In 
order to go along with the schedule we must start immediately with the planning 
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of Crystal Lake Beach Improvement, South High School and Albemarle pool. The 
Commission vatted to send a copy of this report to Mr. Burns, Building Commissioner 
because construction would be done through his department. A request should be 
made to the Mayor for the necessary funds for an architect for this proposed 
pool. 

The Commissioner reported on a visit he and Gil Champagne made to the Universitv 
of Massachusetts to discuss swimming pools with Mr. Joe Rogers, Swimming Coach 
and an expert on hm;- a swimning pool should be constructed tobest serve the 
people. 

Letter was read from Mr. Jason Cortell, Biologist, which gave the results of 
the flow test he made at Crystal Lake. Mr. Cortell is going to submit his 
proposals for the completion of the Crystal Lake Reclamation project together 
with his suggestions for Bulloughs Pond, 

The Co~~issioner outlined his recommendations for the Preliminary Budget. 
The Commission suggested that Mr. Penney incorporate his recommendations 
in the Preli~ary Budget and recommendations for the final budget would 
be discussed at the next meeting of the Commission. 



228 
It was voted that the Commissioner send a letter to the Chairman of the 
Planning Board arrl the :Nayor suggesting that the Recreation Commission be 
allowed to have first consideration of the City InfirmarY land for playground 
purposes if they feel it wculd be of value, 

:Neeting adjourned at 10:15 P.:N. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

SecretarY 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION C0!1HISSION ~!EETING HELD TUESDAY EVENING 

DECDIBER 17, 1963 

Members Present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Alan Shaw 
Joseph Selden 
Mr. Whitmore 
John B. Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Minutes of the November Meeting approved. 

OW BUSINESS 

Mr. Penney reported that he had talked to the Mayor and Mr. Pratt and has 
written a memo to City Solicitor, Matt Jones, regarding the responsibility 
for the care and control of certain parks being changed from the Street 
Commissioner to the Recreation Commission. As yet no answer has been received 
from Mr. Jones. Relating to this matter, ~~. vlhitmore pointed out, was 
the transfer of the duties of Park Commissioners from the Planning Board to 
the Recreation Commission. He suggested that Mr. Penney discuss this with the 
Chairman of the Planning Board. 

Mr. Penney reported he had sent copies of his report to the Commission after 
one years service to members of the Board of Aldermen. 

Mr. Penney reported that an offer to buy a piece of city land on Beacon Street 
by the All Newton Music School had been delayed bw him because the property 
was in the area of the proposed Cold Spring Golf Course. The Mayor has approved 
the expenditure of ~300 plus to have a preliminary plan made by Golf Course 
architect, Geoffrey Cornish, to see just what land we will need if the course 
were to be built and what land could be sold off. The land offer is del~ed 
until this preliminary plan is conflicted by April. Relating to the golf course 
Mr. Penney reported that Alderman Dietz has been shown the cost estimate and 
area survey results by Mr. Cornish. He is very enthusiastic about this course, 
is investigating methods of financing construction costs; he reports favorable 
interest among the Board of Aldermen. 

A letter from the M~or acknowledging the Recreation Commission's request for 
consideration of the Infirmary land for playground purposes. He states that l/'"" 
the land is being considered as a school site but that no firm determination 
has been made, and our request will be considered at the time of the formulating 
conclusions regarding the property. 

Mr. Penney reported that skating areas had been flooded and Crystal & Bullough's 
opened ted~. Hares 1 Cove has a thin layer of ice with snow which is being 
removed by harrl. A new program ~!ill go into operation this coming school 
vacation period with four junior high schools open afternoons under leadership 
for informal basketball. 

Mr. Penney reported he has initiated a request for architectural plans for the 
Albemarle Pool through Vincent Burns, Building Comnissioner, and that Dr. Brown 
had been asked to initiate action on the South High School Pool. 



Mr. Whitmore suggested that the Commissioner send a copy of the swimming pool 
report to each member of the School Co~~ittee together with a letter asking 
them to review it, and comment at our coming meeting; and express the hope that 
the School Committee will endorse the plan in so far as it effects school 
buildings. 

A discussion followed concerning the joint meeting of the School Committee and 
the Recreation Commission, It was pointed out that we should pin down the fact 
that this pool at South High School is a joint project of the Recreation Commis
sion as well as the School Committee, Mr. Whitmore pointed out that the request 
for funds to the Board of Aldermen for planning th~ Albemarle and South High 
School pools should carry the requirement that the Recreation Commissioner give 
his approval before the plans are approved, 

A discussion of the 1964 budget request followed, 

A special meeting on the budget will take place on Ja~uary 7th. The next regular 
meeting of the Commission will be on January 21, 1964. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Commissioner 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION cmnHSSION MEETING HEW THURSDAY EVENING 

JANUARY 23, 1964 

Members Present: Mrs. Worthing L. Hest, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Alan Shaw 
Joseph Selden 
Mr. \Vhi tmore 
John B. Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Mrs. Evans, League of Women Voters, also attended the meeting. 

Minutes of the December meeting were approved. 

1. It was the consensus of the Commission that they were grateful to 
Mr. Penney and Dr. Brown for making it possible for the Recreation 
Commission and the School Board to meet jointly on }!ondcy evening, 
December 30, 1963 to discuss matters of mutualsinterest;; 'Mr.' Penney 
was commended by the Commission for his part in bringing about this 
meeting. 

2. The Commissioner discussed the following: 

Plans for improving dock at Crystal Lake. 

Basketball: Gyms have been opened Saturdqy afternoons and during 
Christmas vacation. 

Pee Hee Hockey is being held every Saturday morning at St. Sebastian's 
with an enrollment of 50 boys. Competitive ga:res will be arranged 
with neighboring cities and towns. 

Ice fishing at Crystal Lake has not developed this year probably due 
to the fish kill this spring. 

3. Mr. Penney introduced Mr. Ray G. Huling, 5 Birch Hill Road, Newtonville, 
a resident of Newton who had approached him on a plan to raise money 
through public subscription to construct an ice skating arena in the 
Cold Spring Playground area. 

Mr. Huling outlined his plan for financing such a project. He felt 
that a non-profit trust could be set up with a Board of Directors to 
raise the money through the purchase of bonds among the citizens. 
~llien bonds are paid off, the arena would be turned over to the city. 
The arena would be constructed on city-owned land and managed and 
maintained by Recreation Department personnel and city funds. 
Mr. Ruling had already presented his plan to the Mayor, who was 
interested but not ready to commit himself at this time. 

Mr. Hhitmore and the other members of the Commission questioned the 
legality of mixing private and city funds. Mr. Hhitmore was assigned 
to discuss this matter with the City Solicitor and report his findings 
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to the Commission at a later meeting. Mr. Huling has appointments to discuss 
financing with the First National Bank of Boston and others. 

4. Mr. Selden moved that Mr. Penney send a letter to the Mayor recommending 
that the Commission wished to go on record to have a chance to acquire the 
City Infirmary land for playground purposes when the city was ready to dispose 
of it. 

Mr. Penney had already sent a co~~unication to the Mayor requesting this, 
and has received a reply that the Commission's request will be considered when 
the future use of this land is discussed. 

5. The Commissioner read a letter dated Dec. 9, 1963 from Henry G. Barry, 
65 Oxford Rd., Newton Centre concerning potential use of the vleeks Jr. High 
School grounds as a recreational area as follows: 

l. An outdoor basketball court. 

2. Flooding area for skating. 

3. Supervised summer program for girls arrl boys. 

The Commissioner reported that }rr. Daher~, District Supervisor had been 
questioned about supervising this area. He reported that some years ago this 
playground was supervised during the summer vacation, but attendance was so 
low that supervision was discontinued. Perhaps the neighborhood has changed 
and it might be well to try having two female play leaders on duty for the 
summer. Mr. Penney will evaluate this possibili~ for future consideration. 

6. A communication from Director of Public Works re- Sale ot land on Rustic 
Street adjoining Victory Playground was read. The Commission voted to advise 
Mr. Pratt that they were not in favor of selling this land at the present time. 

7. A communication dated Jan. 10, 1964 was read from City Solicitor re--
certain parks which according to the Charter are the responsibili~ of the Street 
Department, being put under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Department. 
Also, the matter of the Recreation Commission taking over the title and 
responsibili~ of the Park Commission. Mr. Jones stated that the only way, in 
his opinion, of transferring jurisdiction over public parks to the Recreation 
Commission would be by State legislation. 

Mr. Whitmore was requested to approach members of the Park Commission as to 
whether they would consider turning over their duties to the Recreation Com~ission. 
Mr. Jones outlined a few ways he thought the Recreation Commission might assume 
the duties of the Park Commission, but these again would require special State 
legislation unless the present Park Commission (Planning Board) would resign. 
Then the Recreation Commission terns and members would have to be changed to 
conform to State law on park commissions. 

8. Commission discussed matter of taking over partial superv~s~on of Pop Warner 
football program. The Commissioner was advised to keep a close watch on this 
program, but it was decided not to assume responsibility of this group at the 
present time. 
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9. Commission members were notified that the Budget meeting with the 
Finance Committee was scheduled for Saturday, Februa~ 29th, at 9:00A.M. 

10. The next regular meeting of the Commission will be held on Tuesday 
evening, February 18th, at 7:30 P.M. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 P .}!. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Principal C:iberk 
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!1INUTES OF RECREATION COHHISSION HEETING HELD TUESDAY EVENING 

FEBRUARY 18, 1964 

Members Present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Hon. Howard \lhitmore 1 Jr. 
Alan T. Shaw 
John B. Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

!1inutes of the January meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. Hrs. vlest expressed her appreciation to the Commissioner on the issuance 
of the Monthly Reports which she felt were of great value. 

2. Change of Park Commission membership was ·discussed. 
that this matter be postponed for a month or so and 
further developments. 

Hr. Whitmore suggested 
he will watch for 

J. Infirmary land. Mr. Selden moved that the Commission go on record to the 
Mayor that the Recreation Commission be given first consideration on 

j acquiring this land for playground purposes when the Infirmary was 
abandoned. The Commissioner reported that he had already sent a 
communication to the Mayor on Dec. 12 1 1963, with copy to Mr. Loughman of 
the planning Board to this effect. Mayor had replied that no 
commitment would be made as to the disposition of this land until the 

Commission was consmlted. Mr. vlhitmore suggested that a copy of the letter 
to the Mayor and Planning Board be sent to Mr. Fahey, Mr. Pratt, and Supt. 
of schools Charles E. Brown. 

)j. Method of financing ice rink. -Mr. Whitmore reported that he had discussed 
Mr. Ray G. Ruling's plan for financing with Matt B. Jones, City Solicitor. 
Mr. Jones felt that Mr. Ruling's plan as presented was not legally possible, 
but he would like to study the matter further. Commission requested 
Mr. Penney to advise Mr. Ruling that according to the City Solicitor we can

not work with him on the basis he proposed, but that the Commission is still inter
ested in a workable plan. 

5. The Comrlissioner's report on how Newton scored on the National Recreation 
Association "Schedule for the Appraisal of Community Recreation" was held 
for a later meeting. 

6. Mr. Penney reported on the Mayor's Committee on Vandalism. This is a 
committee which was formed shortly after the first of the year. The 
Com~ttee is made up of John Gilleland, School Department, Chairman; 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner; Paul Mullen, Building Department; 
Charles Feeley and Officer Thibault of the Police Department, and School 
Attendance Officer, Angino. This Committee is making a study of the 
extent of the problem and what can be done to alleviate it. Committee 
is no>r in the process of setting up a method of communication between the 
various departments involved. Mr. Selden suggested that Commissioner 
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contact Joe Savignano, 22 Circuit Avenue, Newton Highlands, former police 
officer in Haine, now a student at Boston University. Mr. Selden felt he 
might be of some help to the Committee~ I 7. Commissioner reviewed the Budget reductions by the Hayer. 

I 

I 

8. Secretary was instructed to find out details concerning the Twombly House 
Fund and the Ellison Playground Fund prior to the Harch meeting. 

9. Commissioner reported that he had attended a Building Committee hearing 
at the request of Alderman Dangel. This committee was interested in what 
could and should be done to repair playground buildings. They felt neglect 
creates more vandalism. 

10. Location of swimming pool to be put on Albemarle Playground was discussed. 
Co~~ission agreed that the Commissioner would use his judgment as to a 
suitable location for a pool, but that it should be located in the general 
vicinity of the present field house so parking facilities would be available 
along Albemarle Rd., and Cheesecake brook. 

The next regular reeting of the Commission. will be held on Tuesday evening, 
March 17th, at 7:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Principal Clerk and Secretary to 
the Recreation Commission 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION CONMISSION MEETING HELD TUESDAY EVENING 

MARCH 17 , 1964 

Members Present: Mrs •. Worthing 1. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Hon, Howard vJhitmore, Jr. 
Alan T. Shaw 
John B. Penney, Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Minutes of the February meeting were approved as recorded. 

February Honthly Report was distributed to all members of the Commission. 

1. Twombly House Fund was discussed. This is a fund set up to be expended in 
such a way as in the judgment of the trustees will best promote sportsmanship 
--- and junior citizenship and scholarship among the boys and girls of the Newton 
Upper Falls District as now set out as Precinct 1 of Ward 5 of the City. The 
board consists of three(J.) trustees, serving without compensation composed of 
the Chairman of the Playground Commission of the City of Newton, by virtue of 
his office, the Superintendent of Schools of the City of Newton by virtue of 
his office, and the member of the School Committee from Ward 5, by virtue of 
his office. The City Treasurer to act as Treasurer of the fund. 

Last year some of the money was spent for prizes and awards for the Field Day 
at Newton Upper Falls. 

The Chairman suggested that this year we have a revaluation of the fund before 
any money is spent, and that it be discussed further at the Mey meeting. 

2. Carol & elena Ellison Fund was discussed. This fund was set up by Ada P. 
Harding as a memorial to her grandchildren- Carol and Elena Ellison, to be 
expended by the Playground Commission of said city at its discretion for 
permanent improvements in any existing playground in that part of Newton 
called Nonantum or to be added to funds which may be or become available 
for the purchase or equipment of a new playground in said locality. The 
present balance in this fund is $1,394.84. Mrs. Hest asked that she be 
allowed to do a little research and find out whether either of these heirs 
are still living and report at a later meeting. 

3. Hr. Penney reported that at the Building Commissioner's request he had 
attended a meeting of the Building Committee and Finance Committee to discuss 
amount to be requested for the proposed pools at Neuton South High School and 
Albemarle Playground. Building Commissioner's recommendations were higher than 
the original Mayor's Committee report but Commissioner and Mayor agreed to go 
along with this increased amount. Building Committee felt further study should 
be made and a joint meeting was to be held with members of Building Committee, 
Finance Committee and Mr. Gilleland and Hr. Simmons of the School Department. 

4. Commissioner reported that he had written to Mr. Huling-re: financing 

I 

I 

skating arena and advised him that the City Solicitor had ruled that the suggested I 
method of financing could not be utilized. Mr. Penney and Mr. Huling will meet 
with City Solicitor at a later date to discuss this matter further. 
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5. Hr. 1-lhi tmore suggested that the recommended change-over of the Fark' 
Commission be held until a later date. 

6. H.R.A. Schedule Appraisal pamphlet was distributed to membe~s of 
Commission for them to study before it is discussed at a Commission meeting. 

7. Mr. James Cokely and Mr. Joseph Rondina of the Ne;non West Little League 
attended the meeting to request a Little League field since they had been 
advised that Gill Stadium would not be available for their use this season. 
The Commissioner suggested that Lyons Playground could be made available. 
He would consult the City Engineers to see if two diamonds could be constructed 
there in the future. Mr. Cokely and Mr. Rondina agreed they would be willing 
to use either Lyons Playground or Franklin School Playground. Commission 
directed Mr. Penney to settle this matter as he deem best with direction to 
provide a field to take the place of Gill Stadium. 

8. Golf course plans were discussed. The Commissioner was requested to 
arrange a meeting with Mr. Cornish and !1r. Downe, City Planner and report on 
Commissions reactions and discuss adjustments. Mr. Shaw suggested we acquire 
more land for additional spread. One parcel of land Which is being considered 
for a Music School is to be released by the Recreation Commission if Mr. Penney 
and Mr. Downe agreed that this land is of no value to the Recreation Department. 
The Commission were unanimous in that they were not satisfied with Mr. Cornish's 
report as presented and would not make any reco~~endations until further study 
was made. Mr. Penney was directed to show this plan to the Hayor and Alderman 
Dietz. 

9. Request from Joseph Greene, President of the North Little League for per
~ssion to use the softball field at Albemarle for a benefit professional girls' 
softball game on some evening prior to June lst was discussed. 

The following policy for charging for the use of this facility was set up by 
the Recreation Commission: 

1. There would be a charge of $10.00 per hour with an additional charge 
to the nearest half-hour over each hour used. 

2. Mr. Selden moved that he go on record that lights at Albemarle Sort
ball Field would not be used for anything but Athletic events with 
the approval of the Recreation Department. Seconded by Mr. Copp. 

3. It was voted that lights would not be used on Sundays. 

4. The Com~ssioner reported that each team entering the Softball League 
will be assessed $25.00 to cover cost of lights. 

It was voted to notify Mr. Greene that we will allow the North Little League 
to use the field with the stipulations as set forth by the Commission, and at 
a time agreeable to the Recreation Department. 
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10. Commission was invited to attend special Annual Board Member's Dinner 
of the Hassachusetts Recreation Socity at l"layside Inn, Wayland, On April 14th. 

The next regular meeting of the Commission was scheduled for Tuesday evening, 
April 21st at 7:"5J P.M. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary to the Commission 

,I 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION CO~l]{ISSION MEETING HELD TUESDAY EVENING 

APRIL 21, 1964 

l•!embers Present: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Alan T. Shaw 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

l. Hinutes of the March meeting were approved as recorded: 

2. March Honthly Report was distributed to all members of the Col'llllission. 

3. The Commissioner reported that Mr. Canavas had approved the use of the Gill 
Stadium qy the Newton West Little League for the 1964 season. 

'/ 4. Mrs. ~lest reported that she was not ready to discuss the Ellison Fund at V' 
this meeting. 

5. Due to Mr. Whitmore's absence no report was made on the Park Commission. 

6. The Commissioner reported that he and Mr. Huling had met with Hr. Jones, 
City Solicitor, refinancing skating arena. Hr. Penney hoped to have a written 
opinion from Mr. Jones to present to the Commission at this meeting. Mr. Jones 
gave the impression that it might take legislative action to take care of the 
legal difficulties he felt would arise. 

The Commission was instructed to write Mr. Jones advising him that the Commission 
are waiting for his legal opinion. 

7. ~~. Penney advised the Commission that he had a meeting today with Hr. Cornish 
and Mr. Downe regarding the proposed Golf Course. 

Mr. Penney had written Mr. Cornish saying that he had presented his plan to 
the Mayor, the Recreation Commission and the Planning Director and they were all 
of the opinion that the plan as presented, seemed too crowded. Additional land 
would have to be acquired before the plan could be made public or presented to 
the Board, Mr. Cornish will continue with the plans until eYerything is agree
able to all concerned at no extra charge. 

The Commission went on record to advise the Mayor that no land in this area 
was to be sold at this time. 

8. The Commissioner reported that money had 
Department for the services of an Architect. 
Sherwood as Architect for this project. 

been appropriated to the Building 
The Mayor has retained a }~. George 

The next regular meeting of the Commission was scheduled for Tuesday even
ing, May 12th at 7:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary to the Commission 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION MEETING HELD MONDAY EVENING MAY 18, 1964 ::r:: 
-'~ -..:.:~. 

Members Present: Mrs. Vlorthing L. \-/est, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Hon. Howard Whitmore, Jr. 
Alan T. Shaw 

I 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Minutes of the April meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. The Commissioner reported that letters had been sent to the Chief of Police, each 
President of the Little Leagues and all Vendors on the Health Dept. list reviolation 
of city ordinances relating to the selling of food and other articles on and near play
grounds. So far this has proved effective to alleviate the violations and all indivi
dual offenders were being checked by the Police. 

2. The Commission voted to continue their policy of denying any group to sell drinks, 
etc. on any pl~grounds except for special occasions such as July 4th celebration and 
League opening ceremonies. The Commissioner had received a request from the President 
of the West Little League to sell soft drinks during their games at Lyons Playground. 

3. A delegation from the Albemarle Playground area with Mr. Stanley A. Reynolds as 
spokesman attended the meeting to register their objections to the Swimming pool being 
constructed on the Albemarle Playground. A petition had already been circulated and I 
signed by many residents of the area objecting to this location. 

The other objectors attending the meeting were - Hart Fessenden, Headmaster - The 
Fessenden School; Walter Driscoll, 305 Albemarle Rd., and Andrew A. vlhite, 347 Albemarle 
Rd. 

The chief objection was that Albemarle is already over-crowded with activities and 
Edmands Park or some other area in Newton should be considered for the site of the 
proposed pool. 

The Commission listened to all the arguments as presented qy the Committee but 
explained that the Albemarle had been chosen after a great deal of study by the M~or's 
Swim Pool Committee, formed a year ago. 

4. A delegation of abutters of the Crystal Lake Swimming Area attended the meeting to 
voice their objections 6o the proposed plan for extending the beach area. The following 
abutters were present: Mr. & Mrs. Jamusz Sciegienny, 230 Lake Ave., N. Hlds., Mr. Frank 
A. oilver, attorney, 79 }uld St., Boston represented the Sciegiennys 1 and Mr. & Mrs. 
George Flamer, 109 Allerton Rd., N. Hlds. The chief objection to taking any of their 
property was that the parking facilities were very poor and already the area was very 
conjested. 

The Com~ssioner outlined the plans for the proposed extension of the beach area and 
advised the objectors that they would be notified of any further plans that might be 
considered. 
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SPECIAL ~IEETING - NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 

THURSDAY - AUGUST 20, 1964 

Convened at 3:00 P.M. - Members present - Chairman Mrs. Worthing West, Mr. Frank 
Copp, Mr. Joseph Selden, Commissioner John Penney -Absent: Mr. Alan Shaw, Han. 
Howard Wnitmore, Jr. 

A letter from the President of the Newton VJest Little League requesting a 
major league field to replace Gill Stadium next season was read and discussed. 
Mr. Penney reported that he had talked on the phone with a representative of 
Louis Perini, one of the partners who own the Norumbega land; and had been in 
formed that they do not wish to extend the use of Gill Stadium after this 
season. Since Norumbega is closed, they do not wish to carry insurance any 
longer, and do not want to be tied down to its use. ~IT. Penney reported this 
information to Mayor Gibbs, but he wishes to take it further himself to see 
if another year's commitment can be obtained. Members of the Commission 
expressed relustance to pursue the matter any further at the Commission level~, 
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and to leave this to Mayor Gibbs. Mr. Penney reported that a special appropriatioh'-:::1 
of ~7,000 would be required to renovate Lyons diamond to ~~equality of the new 
Albemarle Diamond. The Commission voted to authorize the Commissioner to repair 
this diamond using regular operating budget funds, personnel and equipment for fill 
loam, subsoil, seed, fertilizer only this fall. It was voted that part of the Pine 
Street dump area will have 6D be made into a playground for the new Burr School, 
and that this may prove the best site for the major league field. 

The long-range capital budget was discussed at some length. Commissioner 
Penney must turn in a proposed 6 year program before September lOth. Some adjust
ments of the time schedule for the proposed improvements was made. 

At 4:00 P.H. the members went to the office of the Planning Department, and 
met with Planning Director Miller to discuss the proposed Cold Spring Golf Course 
Plan. The following decisions concerning this project were voted unanimously: 

1. To recommend that all the contiguous land under private ownership 
shown on the plans made by the Planning Department to be purchased. A letter 
from the Board of Assessors sets a reasonable figure for this land at $55,330.00 
(lO¢/ sq. ft.) 

2.~ To abandon the Cold Spring Playground, and incorporate all this land as 
part of the golf course. 

3. To include a Skating Arena in the overall plan of the area. 

4• To retain the frontage lots on Beacon Street, and not to sell them for 
private development. 

A decision on whether to recommend the construction of an 18- hole "executive length" 
course or a regular-sized 9- hole course was postponed. Commissioner Penney was 
authorized to obtain all pertinent information concerning this decision-and discuss 
it with the members-of the Commission and others separately. As soon as this is re
solved the Planning Director and Commissioner will work with the Golf Course Planner 
Geoffrey Cornish to bring in a revised plan. 

Adjourned - 5:20 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Commissioner 
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Members Present: 

RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING - TUESDAY 

OCT. 20, 1964 

Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Alan T. Shaw 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Joseph Selden 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.N. 

Minutes of the Sept. 15, 1964 meeting were approved as recorded 

1, Mrs. West reported that several groups have signified their interest in attending 
Recreation Commission meetings. Mrs. Deats, League of Women Voters requested she be 
sent a notice of each meeting. Mr. Penney is to check with Matt B. Jones, City 
Solicitor, about sending regular notice of the meetings to this group. It was discussed 
whether the meetings could be open to anyone wishing to attend, but only when the 
regular agenda was discussed. How the Commission could go into Executive session & 
outsiders asked to withdraw was uncertain, and Commissioner Penney is to ask the City 
Solicitor about this also. 

2. Monthly reports for Sept. & October were distributed. 

3. The Commissioner read a letter sent to him from a group commending the department 
on the excellent condition of the Newton Centre tennis courts. 

4. Mr. Penney reported on his trip to Miami, Fla. to attend the National Recreation 
Conference, 

5. A Group representing the Country Players of Newton, headed by David Yarosh, 
10 State St., Boston attended the meeting. A background of the history of the Country 
Players was given. This group would like the City of Newton Recreation Dept. to 
sponsor them. It is not a money-making organization only charitable. They are now 
using schools to put on their performance. The group would like the Recreation Dept. 
fo furnish them with a place to practice or put on their productions or have us' cover 
the cost of school custodial fees. The group ultimately would like to work toward an 
Arts Center for Newton. 

It was voted that, after the expense for Halloween custodial services had been 
ascertained, the Commission would consider whether the department could pey some of 
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the group's custodial fees. No formal action was voted, but the sense of the discussion 
was that this could be done on an experimental basis for the remainder of the year, At 
the present time we have no building available for the group to use. The abandoned fire
station on Beacon Street was mentioned as a possibility. Mr. Penney is to check this 
possibility. The group invited the members of the Commission to attend one of their 
performances on Nov. 19 & 20, , 

6. Mr. Penney distributed a copy of a report from the City Solicitor and Dr. Richards I 
to each member of the Commission on the drowning at Crystal Lake, 
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7. Hr. Copp reported that he had attended a meeting of the Hayer's Advisory 
Committee and the Aldermanic Committee on the proposed plans for the Albemarle 
pool. After revisions by the Architect, Alderman Dangel hopes that this project 
will be going out to bid- probably in December. 

8. The Halloween Program was discussed. Hr. Penney reported that everYthing 
was progressing very well under Mrs. Garons direction. No dance is to be held 
for High School students this year. This decision was made after a meetinF with 
faculty members and student council from both high schools. It was also noted 
that Claflin School had voted to discontinue their parties for this year. 

Whether to include an item for police protection for Halloween in the 
1965 budget was discussed. Mr. Penney reported that Captain Ouinn had informed 
him that the police on Halloween duty are not paid for that time. No action 
was voted, but it will be considered in budget review. 

9. Plans for the Golf Course at Cold Spring Playground were discussed. The 
Commissioner read a letter he had written to City Engineer and Planning Board 
advising them that the Recreation Commission was interested in the land which 
was to be sold for house lots and requested that any decision to release this 
land be deiayed> City Engineer and City Solicitor advised that since this is 
private property this request would not be valid. The Commissioner recommended 
that the Commission ask the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen that a portion of 
City of Newton land on Beacon Street be exchanged for the back section of the 
land now owned by the J.C.J. Realty Trust. This area of city land to be given 
contains approximately 34,450 sq. ft., and t.I-Je land to be gained by the city 
involves about 75,000 sq. ft. of land. 

The Commission voted unanimously to recommend this exchange of land. 

10. Mr. Selden brought up the question of the City Infirmary land. The 
Commission voted unanimously to have the Commissioner send a letter to the 
Mayor and the Board of Aldermen recommending that the City Infirmary land be 
designated for playground use with the understanding that space will be made 
available for a school building should one have to be built in this area. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 P.H. 

Next meeting scheduled for November 17, 1964. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary to the Commission 
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NEWTON RECREATION COHMISSION 

TUESDAY 
NOVEHBER 23 1 1964 

Meeting convened 7:45 P.H. 

Present: 

Absent: 

Observers: 

Hrs. Worthing West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. Alan Shaw 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 

Hon. Howard Whitmore, Jr. 

Hrs. Ralph Rosenbaum 
Mrs. Melvin Norris, League of Women Voters 
Mr. Mitchell Simon, PTA Council 

The minutes of the October meeting were approved. 

Recreation Commissioner, John B. Penney, reported: 

I 

That a new youth co-ed badminton program is being conducted for a seven weeks 
period in cooperation with the school girls physical education department and the 
Mass, Badminton Assn. Instructors are provided by M.B.A. with payment going to it 
instead of individual instructors. Program is being held at Weeks Jr. High on I 
Tuesdays and Warren Jr. High on Thursdays from 6 to 8 P.M. Attendance is about 40 
at Harren and Heeks has two groups of 45 for an hour each. 

That Hrs. Esther Toher had been approved for two years by Civil Service pending 
an exam to fill the vacancy for full-time permanent recreation leader (general). 

That Mrs. Frank Shea had been approved for two years by Civil Service pending 
an examination to fill the vacancy for full-time permanent clerk typist. 

That a meeting was to be held shortly at the office of Supt. of Schools, Dr. 
Charles Brown, to discuss the past Halloween particularly in relation to the cancella
tion this year of parties at the high school level and at one junior high and one 
elementar,y school. 

Tickets for the Country Players production were checked. Hr. Penney, Mr. Copp 
and Mr. Shaw are planning to attend. Mr. Penney reported that he estimated that 
approximately ~00 would be available to pay for school custodial services for this 
group for the remainder of this year. A decision as to whether to do so or not was 
postponed. Mr. Penney reported that Building Commissioner Burns had informed him 
that the Fire Station at the corner of Washington and Beacon Street was to be used 
for the hospital fund drive headquarters for the next few months. He also said that 
the building is in good condition, and that no decision had been made for its permanent 
use. 

Mr. Penney reported that the plans for the Albemarle Pool were nearly complete, I 
but that a disagreement had arisen between the architect and the consultant (Coach 
Rogers) over filtration e<l' ipment. It was the sense of the meeting that Mr. Penney 
should advise the Building Department to follow the advice of the consultant if at 
all possible. NSHS pool preliminary plans have been adjusted to allm; some recrea-



tion grounds maintenance storage. Mr. Selden requested that Mr. Rogers be consulted 
about the type of overhead doors being planned for the pool. 

I Mr. Penney reported that the land exchange voted at the October meeting had been 
approved by the Board of Aldermen, and that the deal was going to go through. 
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A revised plan for the Cold Spring Golf Course was shown. It was voted unanimously 
that Commissioner Penney work out any corrections necessary with the City Planning 
Consultant, Charles Downe, and City Engineer, Schiavone, and send corrected revisions 
to Mr. Cornish without further consultation with the Commission. 

A letter from Honorable Donald 1. Gibbs, Mayor regarding the Commission recommen
dation concerning the Infirmary land was read. 

A copy of a letter was read from Richard Mechem, Principal of NHS to Mayor Gibbs 
suggestion that a building be found to set up a youth center for a two year experimental 
period. It was the sense of the discussion that Commissioner Penney express the interest 
and desire of the Newton Recreation Department to be involved in any plans for a youth 
center, and that other community groups who had previously expressed an interest in 
this project be informed before any action is taken. 

It was voted unanimously to give Commissioner Penney authority to work out with 
City Solicitor Jones and other city officials necessar.r procedures to provide super
vision of the coasting hill on the Albemarle Golf Course on Fessenden School land. 

The preliminary budget was discussed. A special budget meeting of the Commission 
was set for 4~00 P.M., Monday, November 30th. Next regular meeting of the Commission 

l will be December 15th at 7:45 P.M. 

Co~~ssioner Penney reported the opinion of the City Solicitor Matt Jones as follows: 

Commission meetings have to be open to the public. Observers from civic groups 
have a right to attend. 

Commission may go into executive session for the following reasons. 

I 

1. matters dealing with financial interests of the city which might be adversely 
effected by public exposure. This includes preliminary budget sessions. 

2. matters dealing with personalities (such as employees, appointments, discipline, 
etc,) who might be adversely effected by public exposure. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:10. 
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!1INUTES OF RECREATION COHMISSION MEETING HEW MONDAY EVENHIG 

DECEMBER 14, 1964 

Present: Commission Members - Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 

Observers -

Joseph Selden 
Hon. Howard Whitmore, Jr. 
Alan T. Shaw 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secreta~ 

Mr. ~itchell Simon, P.T.A. Council 
Mrs. Ralph Rosenbaum, League of WoMen Voters 
Mrs. Melvin :.o:-ris, League of vi omen Voters 

1. Minutes of the November meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Monthly report for October and November was distributed to all members of 
the Commission. Maintenance report was not written as Foreman Frank Shea has 
been in the hospital. 

3. Commissioner Penney reported that all the indoor programs have been started. 
No new programs have been added- Judo is underway at Newton Centre. Recreation 
Department sponsors this program by furnishing the building only. Badminton 
is going ve~ well at Warren but rleeks needs to be reorganized. Handicapped 
swimming program at Sidney Hill has been started. Classes have been added on 
Mondays along with Tuesday and Thursdays. Transportation is furnished by 
Recreation Department on Tuesday and Thursday only. Mothers arrange o~m trans
portation on Mondays. Answering service has been started for skating and tobog
ganing information. 

4. Mr. Penney reported that he had attended a neighborhood meeting on problems and 
improvement of Boyd Park. Alderman Adelaide Ball was present. Meeting was held at 
home of V/illiam Mahoney, 63 Gardner St., Newton. Both the residents of the Boyd Park 
area and the Recreation Department agreed that eve~ effort would be made to improve 
conditions and expand the recreational program. 

5. Country Players sponsorship was discussed. The Commissioner and Mr. Alan Shaw had 
attended a performance and both agreed it was a worthwhile group. The Recreation 
Commission voted to pay the custodial fees for this group and incorporate an item 
in the amount of ~500.00 for this expense in the 1965 budget. 

6. Plans were discussed for the proposed golf course for Newton. Commission had ap
proved requesting $75,000. in the Preliminary Budget for land acquisition and en
gineering studies. Actual construction was scheduled for 1966. The Commission dis
cussed a formal request to be presented to the Hayor and the Board of Aldermen for 
funds for this project rather than just an item in the 1965 budget. 

Mr. Whitmore suggested that a Recreation Authority could be created to own and run 
a golf course and skating rink and sell their own revenue bonds. This Recreation 
Authority wuuld probably take a special act of the Legislature. The Recreation Com
mission members could be made members of the authority. 

I 

I 

I 
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The Commission voted that Mr. Penney discuss this whole matter with the Mayor and 
report his findings to the Commission. 

7. The Commissioner read a letter from the Newton Conservators to the Mayor request
ing that City Infirmary land be retained by the city of Newton and placed under con
trol of the Recreation Department. The Commission had req1ested the Mayor that this 
be done in October of 1964. The Ma,yor is not taking any action at the present time. 
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B. Mr. Penney reported that he had attended a Community Council meeting on Youth Centre 
proposals. A plan was presented to turn the ownership of the Newton Centre Women's 
Club over to the city of Newton Recreation Department and create a Youth Centre there. 
After much discussion it was not considered feasible to organize a Youth Centre in this 
location. 

9. The Cormnissioner reported that he was meeting with City Solicitor, Matt Jones and a 
lawyer representing the Fessenden School, to work out a plan for the Recreation De
partment to patrol the coasting at Fessenden School on weekends. 

10. A report was distributed to all members of the Commission from Mr. Jason Cortell, 
biologist on his study and treatment of Crystal Lake. Mr. Cortell had signified his 
wish to meet with the Commission in January if they were interested in seeing slides 
of his worl: at Crystal Lake. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary to the Commission 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION NEETING HELD ON TUESDAY EVENING 

JANUARY 19, 1965 

MB1BERS PRESENT: Hrs. Worhing L. vi est, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. Alan Shaw 
Hr. John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Hrs. Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

1. Neeting called to order at 8:00 P.N. 

2. Minutes of the December meeting were approved as recorded. 

J, Mr. Jason Cortell, Biologist, attended the meeting. Mr. Cortell reviewed 
the report he had submitted to Hr. Penney listing his work at Crystal Lake 
and Bulloughs Pond during 1964. This report was distributed to each member 
of the Commission at the December meeting. Mr. Cortell had recommended and 
supervised the installation of the aqualator at Crystal Lake in 1963 which 
has proved very satisfactory. In 1963 he initiated aquatic weed control, 
In addition, in 1963, he got the Division of Fisheries to run a fish survey 
of the lake. He received a report that the lake was excellent for stocking 
of trout. A study of the shore line at Crystal Lake revealed that the 
abutters were abusing their rights by disposing of debris, etc. into the 
lake. Hr. Cortell is not as yet sure of the reason for the turbidity in 
the lake during 1964. H e believes it is a result of death of weeds which 
have not yet completely decomposed. He recormnended we install aqualator 
earlier in season and possibly this might reduce turbidity in the lake. 
He recormnended aquatic weed control as required to keep it from growing 
back to a major problem again. Algae control will be a continuous, yearly 
project. 

In 1964 he also included in his work a survey of Bulloughs Pond. Two 
major fish kills occurred during this year, After tests were made it was 
found the pond was super-saturated with oxygen so lack of oxygen was not 
the cause. Further tests indicsted the presence of insecticide. !1osquito 
control is suspect. Pollution is present in Hammond Pond Brook. Pond has 
no recreational value at present other than a skating area because of these 
factors. Dredging the pond was recommended because it is believed that in
secticide is present in the muck. Ice conditions would be better if pond 
was deepened. Mr. Cortell's report recommends a meeting of all public 
agencies involved. 

Potential at Crystal Lake is not being realized according to Mr. Cortell. 
It is a waste of an excellent resource not to use it as a trout pond. 

Mrs. West questioned the possibility of cleaning up the Charles River 
and developing a swimming program in certain areas. Mr. Cortell felt that 
there is a potential if Havey Beach can be reopened. A sewer line is 
being completed from Jamaica Plain and elimination of the pollution 
problem in the river is dependent on the outcome of this project. 

Hr. Penney felt we should retain Mr. Cortell for 1965 to continue his 
program at Crystal Lake. Funds in the amount of ~2,000. have been included 
in the budget to cover such an expense. It was voted not to ask for funds 
to stock Crystal Lake. 
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4. Mr. Penney reported that he had addressed a group at the Central Congregation
al Church in Newtonville. Discussion was on a proposed Youth Centre for Newton 
which Junior Class Committee from Newton High School is· publicizing. Mr. Penney 
read a letter from Fran Deats, Junior Class Chairman addressed to Dr. R. Emerson 
Sylvester regarding the ideas of the Junior class on establishing a Youth Centre 
for Newton. The Commissioner was instructed to inform Miss Deats of the Commission's 
interest in such a proposal and let her knovT that both he and Mrs. West will be 
available for any future discussion. 

5~ Mr. Penney reported that the Board of Aldermen had approved the appropriation for 
the Albemarle Swimming Pool and bids would be sent out for construction as soon as 
possible. 

6. Capital Improvement projects were discussed and Commission voted to leave budget 
requests as originally submitted in Preliminary Budget. 

7. Mr. Penney reported on a meeting of the Mayor, Superintendent Brown and Haskell 
Freedman where the School Department proposed the taking of ten (10) acres of land 

·at Edmands Park for the erection of a high-rise high school with parking facilities. 
The Commissioner had already gone on record with the Mayor in opposing such a plan. 
The Commission approved Commissioner Penney's stand. Mayor is opposed to such a 
plan at this time and the Newton Conservators have been informed. Mr. Penney re
ported that the City Solicitor was agreeable to meet with a joint meeting of the 
Recreation and Park Commission to discuss functions and the legal problems involved 

'in any rearrangement. It was voted to set up a meeting between the Recreation Com
mission and Park Commission. 

B. Commission directed the Commissioner to request the Mayor to set up a Committee 
(similar to Swimming Pool Committee) to study financial and legal problems involved 
in constructing a Golf Course and Skating Rink in Newton. 

9. Mrs. West read a notice from the Newton Conservators on a meeting to be held 
Jan. 27, 1965 at 8:00 P.M. at the Newton Highlands loJorkshop to which members of the 
Commission were invited. 

10. Next regular meeting of the Recreation Commission will be held Tuesday evening, 
February 16th at 7:45 P.N. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:)0 P.N. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION CONMISSION ME:ETING HELD ON TUESDAY EVENING 

FEBRUARY 16, 1965 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 

Observers: 

Mr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. Alan Shaw 
Mr. John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Mrs • Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Mr. Mitchell Simon, P.T.A. Council 
Mrs. Henry Gorman, League of Women Voters. 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Minutes of the.Januar,r meeting were approved as recorded. 

1. January monthly report was distributed to all members of the Commission. 
The Commissioner reported that all programs are operating well. Mrs. Toher 
and a group of Senior Citizens from Jackson Garden and Parker Street have 
been recruited to go to Medfield State Hospital to start a program for senior 
adult patients. 

2. Mr. Penney reported he had attended a P.T.A. Council meeting on Feb. 1st 
to discuss Halloween programs. Mr. Penney was concerned that interest was 
waning but found that this was not completely true. The consensus of the 
meeting was that youngsters at the Junior and Senior high level should be 
more involved in planning parties and this should stimulate interest. Question 
of when to hold 1965 party as Halloween will fall on Sunday was raised. It will 
likely be held on Monday as it had been in the past when under the direction of 
Mrs. Hovgaard. A subcommittee of the P.T.A. Council has been appointed to work 
further with Mr. Penney. 

3. Mr. Penney reported that he had been made Chairman of a Youth Centre subcommittee 
of the Community Council. A group from the Junior Class of Newton High School has 
met once with Mr. Penney and expressed their desire for a Youth Centre. They have 
been raising funds and soliciting help from many people and organizations. Mr. Pen
ney told them the Commission was interested in a Youth Centre but had no building 
available at the present time. It was suggested qy Mr. Penney that such a group 
should rent a building and prove that a Youth Centre was needed. The plans of this 
Junior Class Committee is being considered by the Community Council. 

4. Mrs. West advised the Commission that she has been in contact with Mr. Loughman 
of the Park Commission to arrange a meeting between the Park Commission and Recre
ation Commission. 

5. Mr. Penney reported that he had talked to the Mayor about forming a special 
committee to investigate the financial aspects of a golf course and skating arena 
so we can make a recommendation to the Board of Alderman. The Commission was re
quested to consult with the Mayor, and to ask him to set up such a special com
mittee on a golf course and skating arena. The membership of the committee is to 
to composed of the members of the Recreation Commission supplemented by knowledge
able people whom the 11ayor and Mr. Penney would recommend. 
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6. Hr. Penney told the Commission that he had sent a letter to Alderman Nixon 
objecting to the sale of aqueduct land in Ne<lton Centre. Commission requested 
Mr. Penney to talk to Al Schiavone, City Engineer about this to get complete in
formation. 

7. Mr. Penney reported on Federal Government "Anti-Poverty" legislation. He had 
talked with Wallace Fletcher, School Department expert on Vocational education. 
There is a possibility that federal funds would be made available to train students 

. in various phases of recreation and recreation maintenance programs. Hr. Penney 
will continue to investigate this proposed program. 

B. A letter was read from Country Players expressing their appreciation of the Rec
reation Commission's interest in their program. ComplimentarY passes were sent to 
the Commission for their next musical production. 

9. The Commission was reminded of their meeting on Saturday, February 27th at 
9:00 A.M. with the Finance Committee to discuss the 1965 Budget. Commissioner 
will notify Hr. Whitmore of this meeting. 

10. Mr. Penney invited the members of the Commission to the Mass. Recreation 
Society Annual Dinner to be held at Monticello Restaurant on April 26, 1965. 

11. Copy of 1965 Annual Budget was distributed to all members of the Commission. 
The Commissioner briefly reviewed the Mayor's Reductions. A copy of the 1965-
1970 Capital Improvement Plan of the City of Newton was also distributed. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
SecretarY 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COI-friTSSION MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY EVENING 

MARCH 16, 1965 

Nembers Present: Hrs. Horthing L. Hest, Chairman 
Mr. Joseph Selden 

Observer: 

Mr. Alan Shaw 
Hon. Howard Whitmore, Jr. 
Hr. John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Mrs. Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Nrs. Nelvin Norris, League of Homen Voters. 

l. Heeting called to order at 7:45 P .H. 

2. Hinutes of the February meeting were approved as recorded. 

J. Commissioner's monthly report for the month of February was distributed to 
all members of the Commission. 

4. Hr. Penney reported that wheelchair basketball game was scheduled for 
Saturday evenine, March 20, 1965 at the Meadowbrook Jr. High School. Two games 
uere scheduled - feature game- New Fngland Clippers vs. Brooklyn ~lhirlaways and 
Pony League Allstar Game. 

5. P.T.A. Council Halloween Study Committee have had one meeting. A meeting is 
scheduled for April 7, 1965 in Recreation office, City Hall, where Principals of 
both high schools and students will attend. 

,I 

6. Mr. Penney has been appointed Chairman of a Youth Centre Committee of the I 
Community Council. A group from Junior class at Newton High School is interested 
in raising money to rent a building for a Youth Centre. School Committee and 
Recreation Commission will arrange a meeting at a later date to discuss ways of 
helping this group should they request help from the city. 

7. No action to be taken at this time on joint meeting of Park and Recreation 
Cormnission. 

B. No action at present time on financing of golf course and skating arena. 

Suggestion from Nr. Copp that a name be given to Albemarle swimming pool 
be held to next meeting ;1hen he is present. 

9. Recreation Conmrissioner has gone on record opposin,; s ale of aquaduct land. 
The Co~mission concurs in his stand. 

10. Co~missioner Penney extended an invitation to the members of the Commission 
to attend Annual Dinner and meeting of the M.R.S. at Monticello's on Monday 
evening, April 26th. Commission accepted invitation. 

I 
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11, Fees were discussed for tennis permits and Crystal Lake swimming permits, 

I Mr. Penney reported he has been looking into installing meters at the 
lighted tennis courts but no decision has been made. The Commission voted to 
leave the charge for tennis permits the same as in previous years. 

I 

I 

It was voted to raise the charge for Crystal Lake swimming permits for the 
1965 season to - Adults f;2.00 - Students $1,00. The 50¢ charge for non-residents 
will remain the same, as this charge is incorporated in the 1925 Rules and Regu
lations for the Government and Use of Crystal Lake. 

12. Federal Government "Anti-Poverty" legislation was discussed, The fund rm.sl.ng 
committee, the Newton Committee for the llational Recreation Association, has scheduled 
a tour of the playground areas for the morning of April 24th. Miss Shine of N.R.A. 
and Mr. Howard Rich are arranging this meeting, 

The next regular meeting of the Recreation Commission was tentatively scheduled for 
April 13th because of a conflict on April 2oth with a Chamber of Commerce dinner. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.H. 

Respectfuily submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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11INUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HEW ON TUESDAY EVENING 

MAY 12, 1965 

ME}ffiERS FRESEHT: Mrs. vlorthing L. West, Chairman 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Mr. Alan T. Shaw 
Hr. John B. Fenney, Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

l. Heeting called to order at 7:45 F.H. 

2. Hinutes of the March meeting were approved as recorded. 

3. Commissioner's monthly report for the month of }larch was distributed to 
all members of the Commission. 

4. The Com~ssioner reported that there will be a meeting of the P.T.A.Council 
on Thursday evening, May 13, 1965, at which time a report will be presented by 
a sub-committee which has made a study of reactions to the Halloween Program. 
!1r. Penney had asked the help of the F.T.A. Council in planning for the future 
because of the drop off in the number of parties held last year. In addition, 
a meeting was held with representatives of both high schools about the Halloween 
Dance. This group assured Hr. Penney they wanted a dance, and were to investi
gate several possible sites. The high school students selected Moseley 1s-On-The
Charles in Dedham. The Commission went on record that they were not in favor of 
sponsoring a dance at this location. Commissioner was requested to get further 
details involved in using this place and report back to the Commission at the 
next meeting. 

5. Mr. Penney reported on a meeting held March 3rd with a Youth Centre Committee. 
Representatives of the Junior Class Committee of the Newton High School were 
present. This group is interested in raising funds to buy or rent a place to 
have a Youth Centre. This plan is being studied by a group from the Community 
Council. }Jr. Fenney has been appointed Chairman of the Community Council group. 
Sue Gradone, Chairman of the Junior Class Committee met with the Commissioner 
on May llth, but reported they are no further along in the program. Commission 
expressed their interest, but will not impose their views. Cormnission members 
expressed ~hemselves as ~ot being in favor of the Fund Raising Drive planned 
by the Junlor Class Commlttee. The Comwissioner will report on this matter 
further at the next meeting of the Commission. 

6. Mrs • vi est reported that she has had no word from l'!I' \'ihitmore on the matter 
of combining the Park and Recreation Commission. • 

7 • Hr. :at~rson of Beac~n St., Newton Centre, attended the meeting and requested 
the Com~sslon,to sell ~lm a piece of city-o<med land abutting his property. He 
would ll~e ~o lmprove hls p~perty and have enough room to erect a 2-car garage. 
The COmmlSSlon expressed thelr sympathy for Mr. Paterson's problem but unanimously 
agreed to defer action on Mr. Paterson's request. Hr. Penney Has requested to 
re9uest the Hayer to_recommend_to the Bo?rd of Aldermen that the necessary 
prlv?te land be acqulred by emlnent domatn for Recreation purposes to provide 
us Wlth space for the proposed golf course in the Cold Spring area according 
to the final preliminary plan by Geoffrey Cornish dated Dec. 10, 1964. 
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8. Mr. Penney reported that the construction of the Albe~rle Pool is tied 
up in the courts. Sub-contractors have asked that they be relieved of their 
bid as the time has gone beyond the original date. It will probably be 
necessary to put this job out for bid again. 

9. Mr. Burns, Building Commissioner sent a communication to the ComMission 
requesting that 18,932 sq. ft. of the Doyd Playground be turned over to the 
Lincoln-Eliot School for a parking space for school personnel. The Commission 
members questioned the necessity of this action and Mrs. \vest expressed her 
concern of the "various bites" being taken from Recreation land. The Commissioner 
was instructed to inform }tr. Burns that further details including an explanation 
and justification by the School Department for the use of this childrens' play 
space for the parking of teachers' cars would be necessary before the Commission 
would take any action on his request. 

10. Mr. Penney reported that Cr,ystal Lake dock has gone out for bid but that 
we may not be able to have it installed before the beginning of the season, 
old dock probably will have to be used for the first part of this year. 

11. The Commissioner reported that a plan is being drawn up for a small 
childrens 1 play area on the Bowen Street end of the Newton Centre Playt~round. 
When plan has bern completed it will be submitted to the Commission. Mrs. Vlest 
reported on the vandalism that has been going on at the Newton Centre Playground. 
Commissioner was asked to request the special attention of the Police Department 
to patrol the playground and help to curb this nuisance. 

12. Mr. Penney reported that he is in the process of completing the list of sum
mer workers for 1965. 

13. }tr. Loreta Bianchi, 88 Hawthorn Street, Newton, requested the use of the 
Hawthorn Playground for a three-day carnival sponsored by the St. Haria Italian 
Society in July. The chairman reported that this practice was abolished by the 
Co~~ssion in 1948. The Commission has not approved any request to use play
grounds for money raising affairs of any kind by any group for many years. The 
Commission voted to continue this practice. The Commissioner is to notify 
Hr. Bianchi that his request has been denied. 

14. Request from P.T.A. President at Cabot School for use of Cabot Playground 
for pony rides for their P.T.A. Fair was denied. 

15. Mr. Copp brought in a book of clippings from the Newton Villager for the 
year 1951. He was interested in showinc; the Commission articles relating to 
the late Harry Gath and his part in sponsoring the construction of a swimming 
pool at the Albemarle Playground as far back as 1948. A petition has been 
presented to the Board of Aldermen by Alderman Magni that the Albemarle pool 
be na:ned the "Harry Gath 11emorial Pool". Mr. Copp personally advocated that 
it be named the Harry Gath Memorial Pool and that the Commission go on record 
to that effect. It was decided to delay formal action on this until the June 
meeting when it is hoped that all members of the Commission will be present 
and will be polled on this matter. 

257 



258 
-3-

16. Recreation Commissioner Penney was instructed by the Commission to 
write to Commission member Howard vJhi tmore requesting him to be present 
at the June rreeting and to present a report and his recorrc'llendations on 
the matter of the merger of the Recreation Commission and the Park Commission 
which has been pending for many months. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary 
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HINUTES OF RECREATION COMHISSION MEETING HEW ON TUESDAY EVENING 

JUNE 15, 1965 

MEHBERS PRESENT: Mrs. vlorthing L. Vlest, Chairman 
Mr. T. Frank Copp 

Observer: 

Mr. P~an T. Shaw 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Mr. John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Mr. ~Iitchell Simon, P.T.A. 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.H. 

l. Ninutes of the May meeting were @!)proved as recorded. 

2. Com"lissioner's monthly report for the month of April and May was distributed 
to all members of the Commission. Mr. Penney noted particularly the Maintenance 
report for the month of April, a copy of which he had mailed to the Mayor, 
members of the Board of Aldermen, l1anagers of various ball clubs, and school 
athletic directors. 

Mrs. Toher is conducting senior citizens program. Group fran Jackson Gardens 
are going to Nantasket on June 23rd. Department is supplying bus. Parker House 
is planning a cook-out. They are presently engaged in a sewing project for the 
Newton-i,lellesley Hospital. The Nm;tonville Homen 1s Club had donated ne;r curtains 
for the Jackson Homestead Recreation room. 

3. The Commissioner reported that the construction of Albemarle pool is moving 
very slowly, apparently because the contractor is hoping that the pending law 
suits will be disposed of before he commits too much money in the job. 

4. ~~. Copp reported on complaints he had received on lights being on after 
10:30 at Albenarle. The Commissioner read the 1965 Softball rules compiled by 
~~. Barry. According to rules, lights are to be out by 10:25 P.ll. sharp. Mr. Copp 
complained about lack of uniforms by players, beer drinking, etc. It was the 
consensus of the Commission that Mr. Penney call a meeting of the managers, 
sponsors, and coaches of ball teams and discuss this. Hrs. Vlest felt we should 
make every effort to straighten out the problem of beer drinking on playgrounds 
and enforce the law relating to ice ere~ vendors in areas adjacent to playgrounds. 

5. Matter of police action at Newton Centre playground to curb vandalism was 
discussed. The Commissioner reported he had sent a letter to Chief Purcell 
expressing the Commission's concern on this matter. Lieutenant Drew has been 
conducting an investigation and several arrests have been made and some juveniles 
have been called into court. Mrs. ;Jest suggested that the Commission "1if'ht meet 
with members of the Police Department (possibly at the July meeting) and discuss 
this problem of vandalism on all playgrounds and the Crystal Lake area. 

6. The Chairman read a copy of a letter from the Mayor regarding land taking 
at Cold Spring Playground and recom"1ending formation of a study committee similar 
to Swim Pool Connnittcc for the proposed golf course at Cold Spring. The Mayor 
should take the initiative in this whole plan and Mr. Penney will discuss it 
further on Mayor's return to Ne-,Tton. 
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7. Hano from John Gilleland outlining school departments requirements for 
off-street parking space for 30 cars at Lincoln-Eliot (Boyd Playground) land 
was discussed. The Commission agreed that they should visit this area before 
a formal vote be taken. Hr. Penney 1-ms asked to check <rith the City Solicitor 
and ascertain under the terms of the deed whether or not 1-1e fall under any 
restrictions as to the disposal of this playground land. 

8. Hr. Penney pres en ted the Corrc"lission ~-ri ih a Policy Statement he had prepared 
for Hallo>leen as a result of a p. T .A.Council Study Heport. A meeting had been 
held at Nrs. \vest's ho11e ui. th Lr. Penney, Dr. Sylvester and Hrs. Garon in at
tendance. 

The Policy Statement was reviewed, amended and adopted by the Commssion. 

9. The high school Halloween dance location (~Ioseley 's-on-the-Charles in 
Dedha~) 1-1as discussed, The Com!1ission voted not to sponsor a dance outside 
the City of Newton, 

10. The Commssion requested !•!r. Penney to continue to meet with the Newton 
High School Junior Class Committee and listen to their plans for the establish
mmt of a Youth Centre. 

ll. !1r. 11itchel Simon, 47 Chatham Hd., Ne1-1ton Highlands, representative of the 
P. T .A. Council read his report as submitted to the Council. This report 1-1as 
based on his findings as an observer at the Recreation Commission meetings. 
Er. Simon expressed his respect for the Commission but felt that he was not 
welcome at the meetings. He feels that the P.T.A.Council representative should 
1-1ork with the Commission, attend the meetings and offer sup,gestions. 

Hrs. Hest explained that Commission maetings 1-1ere open to public, but that the 
public or observers from interested groups cannot be allowed to enter into 
the official business of the Co'llmission. As representative of the P.T.A. 
Council he is an observer, not a me11ber of the Commission, The Commission 
acts as an advisory body to the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen. 

Mr. Penney expressed his feeling that the Commission have more reports of its 
meetinp,s in the paper to keep the public informed as to what the Commission is 
doing. 

Heeting adjourned at ll:30 P.l1. 

The next meeting of the Commission will be held Tuesday evening, July 13, 1965 
at 7:30 P.11. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary to the Commission 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COHMISSION HEETING HELD ON TUESDAY EVENING 

}!E!1BERS PRESENT: 

JULY 13, 1965 

Hrs. Worthing L. vlest, Chairman 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. John B. Penney, Recreation Connnissioner 
D. G. Smith, Secretary 

Heeling called to order at 7:45 P.H. 

1. }unutes of the June meeting were approved as recorded. (Correction made -
nJack§~fi Gardens." 

2. Hr. Penney reported on conditions at Cr,rstal Lake: Health Dept. report on 
bacteria count of water was very high. Hr. Hurphy ordered 11Acqualator11 be on 
all d~, instead of only at break period. Next report, one week later, from 
Health Dept. was very good. 

Playgrounds throughout city have been very well attended. 

Capital Outlay funds have not been spent. Hany projects are awaiting 
contracts. 

3. Capt. Vim. Quinn of the Police Dept. attended the meeting. 

The Commission have been greatly concerned with the amotint of vandalism 
going on at various pl~grounds. Capt. Quinn is aware of the chronic problems 
at Newton Centre, V/ellington, Cabot, Stearns, and Albemarle. The following 
suggestions were made by Capt. Quinn. 

1. The police should be paid by the Recreation Dept. to patrol these 
troubled spots on foot. It is almost.impossible to catch the vandals 
by the time the cruiser arrives. 

2. Stronger authority should be given Supervisors on playgrounds. 
Offenders should be brought into court. If necessar,r ordinance should 
be written to give Leaders this authority. 

3. Sirps shouLd be posted on pl~grounds. 11 No Trespassing After Dark -
Police Take Notice". If these signs were posted on pl~grounds police 
could prosecute offenders. 

4• The ordinance (Sec. 14-3) prohibiting the commiting of a nuisance on 
parks and public grounds should be used as a means of prosecution. 

5. Suggested that if there is a problem on a playground or the leader expects 
trouble, he should be authorized to stay after dark. 

6. If a playground is restricted to children of elementary age 
signs should be posted "No baseball playing above elementary school age". 
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Capt. Quinn strongly recommended the need for police patrolling the 
playgrounds on foot and suggested that an item be incorporated in the Recreation 
Dept~ budget for 1966 for this purpose. Police budget does not have sufficient 
funds for this purpose. 

He suggested that the Commissioner confer with the City Solicitor as to 
what ordinances could be written to give the Recreation Dept. leaders more 
authority on a playground. 

Capt. Quinn distributed a list of vandalism at the various play areas for 
the past six months as compiled by the Police Department. 

Vandalism at Crystal Lake was discussed and the following recommendations 
were made by Capt. Quinn: 

l. Signs should be posted - "No Trespassing After Dark - Police Take 
Notice". 

2. A floodlight should be put in bathing area. 

3. A night-watchman and a police officer should be on duty all the time if 
(l) and ( 2) do not stop the trouble, 

Capt. Quinn also suggested that the location of the light at South High be 
changed. 

4. Mr. Penney reported on the progress the Newton High Jr. Class are having on 
acquiring a Youth Centre. They raised ~5,000. - on their recent drive. The 
Mayor will be requested to recommend that an appropriation be made to purchase 
a place for a Youth Centre. If city money is used for this purpose the 
Recreation Co~~ssioner feels it should be under the jurisdiction of the 
Recreation Department. 

5. The North High School Jr. Class group held a meeting & decided that the 
Halloween dance would be held on Saturday evening, October 30th at the Hest 
NeHto n Armory. 

6, The name for the Albemarle Pool was discussed, 

Mrs. Hest read the petition submitted by Ald. Hagni, on file in the City 
Clerk's office and signed by about 300 people, recommending that the new 
swimming pool at Albemarle be named "The Harry Gath 11 Swi~~ng pool. 

The chairman raised the question that if a pool is fostered and built through 
the efforts of the Recreation Commission does the Com~ssion have the sole right 
to name the pool or does the Board of Aldermen have the right to name a recreation 
facility and a school building. Mrs. j,Jest feels it is the sole right of the 
Commission. The chairman read a letter from Hon. Howard vlhitmore, Jr. stating _ 
that he was in favor of calling the pool "The Albemarle Pool". 

T. Frank Copp went on record in favor of calling the pool 11 The Harry Gath _ 
1-!emorial Pool", Nr. Copp was the first person to bring the matter before the 
Commission and strongly favored naming the pool the "Harry Gath Memorial Pool", 
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The Corr.missiorer was requested to contact Nr. Alan Shaw and to have him 
give Nr. Copp his vote as to what the pool constructed at Albemarle should 
be named. 

Nr. Penney was requested to ask Hr. Jonesc whose province it is to name the 
pool. 

7. The Chairman reported that Hr. l"lhi tmore has nothing to report on the merging 
of the Park and Recreation Commission. 

B. A memo dated July 12, 1965 from John Gilleland g~v~ng further justification 
for the school department's request for an off street parkinc space for 30 cars 
at Lincoln-Eliot School (Boyd Park land) was discussed. 

Commissioner Penney had been requested by the Commission· at the June meeting 
tc check with the City Solicitor, and ascertain under the terms of the deed whether 
or not there would be restrictions as to the disposal of this playground land. 
Hr. Jones has not replied in writing to Hr. Penney's request for an ppinion; but 
in discussing it verbally, the City Solicitor said that, as far as he had been able 
to ascertain, the land lias not restricted according to the deed. Although the area 
is called Boyd Park, it apparently has always been a playground under the jurisdic
tion of the Recreation Department. 

Chairnan, Nrs. \Jest, asked the members present to give their opinions; and 
discussion followed. It was generally agreed that the loss of this amount of land 
would not seriously hamper the use of Boyd Park as a playground as long as the large 
section of the playground located in the Town of Hatertown remained available for 
playground use. 

The Commission agreed on the following action: 

The Commission approves this change of land as requested by Building 
Commissioner Burns and the School Department, subject to the approval of the City 
Solicitor. The amount of land involved in this change will be the 18,932 square 
feet as outlined by Building Co!l1"llissioner Burns in his memos of Hay 4th and !lay 11th 
and showing on drawing Q-43. This approval is dependent upon certain conditions as 
follows: 

That Commissioner Penney be given authority to approve or disapprove the 
plans for the parking lot before construction. This approval by Commissioner 
Penney being for the purpose of seeing that proper provisions are made to give safe 
access of the children to the playground from the School and surrounding streets 
without being endangered by autc traffic in the parking area; and to see that 
provisions are made to save all worthwhile existing trees. 

The Recreation Commission requests that if there are any surplus funds 
available from the School Building Bond Issue when the building and parking lot are 
completed, these funds be used for improving the playground. (It is understood by 
the Commission that it v1ould be necessary to ascertain whether school bond issue 
surplus funds could legally be used for this purpose.) If a special appropriation 
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is to be made other than the borD issue to construct this parking lot, the Recreation 
Commission requests that an additional appropriation of ;)5,000 be made to improve 
the playground at the same time. 
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The Recreation Commission grants the use of this portion of Doyd Park 
for a school parking lot, and transfers this land to the School Department on a 
temporary basis until such time as it may be needed in the future for playground 
purposes. 

9. The next regular meeting of the Recreation Commission was scheduled for 
Monday evening, September 20th. 

1-!eeting adjourned at 10:30 P.ll. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretar,r to the Commission 

I 

I 

I 
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RECREATION COr!l1LSSION MEETING - TUESDAY, SEPT. 15, 1964 

MEHBERS PRESENT: 
Nrs. Horthing L. 111est, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Alan T. Shaw 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Neeting called to order at 7:45 P .H. 

Hinutes of the Hay 18, 1964 meeting were approved with the following corrections. 

l. In Item #4 the name of Mr. and Hrs. David Freedman, 20 Rogers St., Newton 
Highlands, should be inserted. Page 2, Paragraph 3 - insert Mr. John B. Penney 
and Mr. Howard Hhitmore, Jr., were unanimously approved by the Commission as del
egates to the Community Council for 1964 - 1965. Hinutes of the June 16, 1964 
meeting ~mre approved as recorded. Ninutes of the August 20, 1964 meeting were 
approved as recorded. 

2. The monthly reports for July and August together with the Annual Report for 
1963 were distributed to all members of the Commission. 

3. Commission were reminded of their invitation to attend Twilight League Banquet 
at Valle 1s Steak house on Vlednesday evening, Sept. 23rd. 

4. Hr. Penney distributed a copy of the report from the Crystal Lake personnel on 
the drowning at Crystal Lake on Sunday August 30, 1964 - victim - lllick Kelley, 
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16 \fuittanore Rd., Newton. The Commissioner was instructed to request an opinion from 
the Ci~ Solicitor as to our position in this matter and obtain a copy of the med
ical Report from the Police Department. 

Mr. Nurphy, Sr. Supervisor had sent a letter·, in the Commissioner's absence, 
commending the Crystal Lake personnel for their efficiency in handling this accident. 

5. Capital Improvement Program for 1965-1970 as submitted to Mr. Downe, City Plan
ner was discussed. Summary sheet as submitted was to be distributed to all members 
of the Commission. 

6. Mr. Penney discussed a request from ~!r. Hezoff to put a boat on Crystal Lake. 
Mr. ~!orang, Asst. City Solicitor,_had talked to ~!r. Nezoff and his mother. He ren
dered an o!r1rrion to the Commissioner that he felt the Commission were actinz_within 
their rir:hts in restricting tillL1lse of boatS-On-.CryJ>tal· _Lake--ul abuttors:-

. ' -·- - -- --·---7. The Cmmnissioner reported that he, Hr. Selden and l1r. Cronin of the State 
and Game Department had gone to Haverhill to discuss stocking of Crystal Lake 
fishing since they felt they had a situation comparable to that at the lake. 
investigation they found conditions in Haverhill were not similar to those at 
Lake. 

Fish 
for 
After 
Crystal 

8. The Commission requested Hr. Penney to invite Mr. David Yarish, representative 
of the Country Players to attend the Commission meeting on Oct. 20th. The group had 
been invited to the Sept. meeting but could not attend due to the Holidays. They 
are interested in having the Recreation Dept. sponsor their group in Newton by pay
ing custodial fees and granting use of schools. 

9. Request dated Sept. ll, 1964 from Phyllis Rubin, Asst. Director of i:J•aai li•r:tth 
Youth Organiza~on for space for a meeting place on Sunday mornings between 10:00 A.M. 
and noon was dlscussed. It was voted that the gDoup be advised by the Commissioner 
that the Recreation Department did not have suitable space to meet their needs. 
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Hr. Penney suggested they contact the School Department. 

10. The matter of the "SundE\Y Laws", changed in 1962 ;1as discussed. If fee is 
charged spectators or a collection is taken at an athletic event on Sunday a 
license must be obtained from the ME\Yor; and the event cannot start until 1:30 P.l1. 
If only participants are charged, or at free events, no license is required; and 
time limit does not apply. 

11. ~~. Penney read a letter from Mr. Eckhoff re - 18 hole par 60 golf course. If 
Hr. vlhitmore and Nr. Selden are in agreement with the other members of the CoMmission 
!·~. Cornish will be requested to revise his preliminary plan in accordance with the 
August 20th meeting decisions. 

12. Hr. Burns, Building Commissioner had forwarded a copy of a letter from Hr. Gold
berg re - standardized playground buildings. vlhen plans are received by Hr. Burns, 
Mr. Penney will discuss them with Mr. Burns and the architect. 

13. The Commissioner reported that as soon as architect presents completed plans for 
the Albemarle swimming pool to the Building Dept. they will be sent to the Nayor 's 
Advisory Com~ttee and then to the Building Committee of the Board of Aldermen. 
Alderman Dangel will then invite the Recreation Commission to sit in at the meeting. 

l-!eeting adjourned at 11:20 P .11. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary to the Commission 

I 

I 

I 
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11El'llbers Present: 

NI!iUTES OF RECREATION CONHISSION HEETING 

HElD ON HOliDAY EVENING 

Sil'TEHBER 20, 1965 

}Irs. 1·/orthing L. Hest, Chairman 
Hr. T. Frank Copp 
Hr. Joseph Selden 
Hr. Alan Shaw 
Hr. John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 
D. G. Smith, Secretary 

Heeting callws to order at 7:45 P .H. 

l. l'linutes of the t!uly meeting were approved as recorded. 

2. Honthly reports for Hay, June, July, and August were distributed to all members 
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of the Commission. Hr. Selden questioned the attendance figures, especailly Crystal 
Lake. Hr. Penney explained the difficulty of getting a reliable count because of 
different individuals taking attendance from season to season. He indicated a closer 
check would be made by the supervisors next season. 

Hr. Selden questioned the fact that no prov~Slon was made for playground super
vision during Nay and June in the South side of Newton. He felt that a Leader should 
be at NEl'llorial School during the Spring as well as through the summer. Attendance he 
felt would be very good. The Commissioner will consider the feasibility of having 
more supervision on the South side of the city. He noted that he had wanted to have 
leadership at Nemorial School last spring, but was unable to locate a leader at that 
time. 

3. The Commissioner read a letter dated 5/3/65 from the Community Council requesting 
that t•u delegates to the Council be appointed for 1965-1966. Action to be taken at 
next meeting. 

4. The Commissioner reported that a request for a full liquor License and for a 
restaurant on California St., Newton, opposite Victo~ Playground was rejected by 
the Licensing Board. The Commissioner went on record as opposing any license being 
granted in the future, in this area, or in a similar situation near any playground. 

5. Heme from School Superintendent, Charles Brown, Re: Newton High School rehabili
tation was held for a later ne eting. 

6. Request for the erection of a higher fence arutting the property of Hrs. George 
London, 135 Dedh<m~ St., Newton Highlands, was read. This request for a fence at 
Countryside School will be considered in the 1966 Budget. 

7. Letter from Dr. Buxbaum was read by Hr. Penney. This was a letter of complaint 
about Conditions at Edmands Park and suggestions that we make improvements in order 

I to safeguard this open space. Dr. Buxbaum stated in his letter things which the 
Commission has been concerned with for some time. The Commission plans in the Capi

- tal Outlay Program for improving Ed~nds Park, but any monies for this program were 
eliminated from the 1965 Budget. Dr. Buxbaum also suggested the possibility of form-
ing Neighborhood Councils whose primary interest is parks and playgrounds within 
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their own neighborhood. This method has been used in many cities as a good public 
relations system for parks & recreation. The Com~issioner was asked to acknowledge I 
Dr. Buxbaums letter. 

8. The Commissioner stated that in the near future we will be discussing the Anti
Poverty Program and funds for Recreation work. This matter will be held for a future 
meeting. 

9. A telephone call received from Mrs. Honer, 40 Chester St., Newton Highlands, was 
discussed. Mrs. Honer requested that leadership be provided at the Cold Spring Play
ground, 1·1hich the Commission is planning to convert to a golf course. The Commissioner 
suggested to Mrs. Honer that she start a petition for a leader or correspond with the 
Commission. Nothing has been received to date by the Commission. 

10. A letter objecting to increase in cost of swimming permits at Crystal Lake from 
}!rs. Lawrence Saxon, 1112 Centre St., Newton Centre, was read. l!r. Penney was asked to 
acknowledge this letter and cite number of d~s lake was open and cost of new piers. 
Mr. Copp felt if increased fees create a hardship some exceptions should be made. 
llr. Selden felt that an adjustment might have to be made at Crystal Lake depending on 
amount charged when svJimming pool is opened. 

11. The Commissioner read a letter received from }~. Hart Fessenden of Fessenden 
School regarding Supervision of coasting on Fessenden Hill by the Recreation Depart
ment. The Commission agreed that the same leadership as provided last winter should 
be continued this season. Hr. Copp felt it was a very good program and rood protection 
for the children. Also, made for good public relations. 

12. Due to a misunderstanding the P.T.A. at the Bowen School charged for rides, etc. 
at their fair held this summer. This is contrar.r to ruling of Recreation Commission. 
Hr. Penney was requested to send a letter to P.T.A. Council President and P,T.A. 
Presidents and Hayer Gibbs advisir~ them that in planning for carnivals or fairs no con
cession for which a charge is made is to be installed on any pleyground under the 
jurisdiction of the Recreation Commission. 

13. A letter from Dr. Charles Brown, Supt. of Schools, acknowledging our "Policy State
ment for Halloween Partiestt was read. 

14. The Indoor Tennis Program at South High School was discussed. Mr. Selden expressed 
his opinion that in a field of recreation which concerns the Recreation Department, 

I 

any project using any public building, particularly schools, for a program for adults 
should come under the Recreation Department. Many people think we are running the tennis 
program at the South High School. We should consider taking over this program for the 
winter months. vie are actually only supplying the nets; we are not paying the custodial 
fees. It has been alleged to Mr. Selden that many residents of Newton are barred from 
this progr~ and that outsiders are accepted as members. Permits are presently issued 
by the School Department. Mr. Selden suggested that any interest in adult recreation 
should be turned over to the Recreation Department whether it is in a school building or 
on a playground. Mr. Penney was asked for a revaluation of the permits system with Hr. 
Russell of the School Department. It was noted that llr. Penney write the School Dept. 
and request them to ask this particular group .to come under the sponsorship of the Rec
reation Department, since we have been criticized because it has been alleged that this 
group has been charging fees and allowing outsiders to use public school facilities and I 
excluding Newton residents. 

15. ~w. Penney reported that he has been attending meetings under the direction of 
Judge Yesley on establishment of a Youth Centre. The Commissioner will keep the 
Commission informed of the progress of this committee. 
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16. The Conmissioner reported that an Aldermanic Committee has been formed to select 
a name for the Albemarle swimming pool. The City Solicitor has ruled that the naming 
of the pool is the perogative of the Board of Aldermen. 

117. Mr. Penney reported that the Armory would not be available for a High School Hal
loween Dance. The Halloween Committee are trying to find a suitable place. 

lB. Mr. Burns, Building Commissioner, had notified Mr. Penney that the Commission's 
vote as submitted to him regarding the use of Lincoln Eliot land was not definite 
enough to obtain state school building assistance aid. It is under consideration by 
the City Solicitor and will be discussed further by the Commission after further cor
respondence from Mr. Burns. 

19. Mr. Penney reported on the change of location of Upper Falls shelter due to 
objection by abutters to the playground of the original location selected. The 
Commissioner raised the question as to mether or not it would be necessary to get 
approval from abutters to all playground land in the future before erecting any 
proposed buildings, lights, apparatus, etc. He noted that local papers have been 
carrying articles submitted by the Commissioner as to the Capital Projects planned 
for playgrounds. The Commission felt this publicity was sufficient notice to abut
tors. Therefore, Commissioner Penney noted that: 

a. Play apparatus ~11 be installed at Bowen St. end of Newton Centre Playground as 
planned. 

b. Night lights for Basketball courts at Cabot Playground is to go out on bid 
shortly. 

120. Installation of system lockers, etc., for Albemarle pool was discussed. The 
Cormnission decided that a season permit should be issued to Newton residents. The 
Commissioner is to notify the Building Commissioner that a turnstyle should be in
stalled with an electric attachment that ;rould register the number of bathers enter-
ing and leaving the bathhouse. Also, that the coin lockers should be operated by 
dimes. 

I 

21. Mr. Penney reported that he had received permission from the Mayor to form a 
Citizens Golf Course Committee similar to the Swimming Pool Committee. It was noted 
that persons appointed to this committee be: 

Familiar with Golf 
Familiar with Financing 
Some members of the Board of Aldermen 
Some Department Heads 

The Commission suggested that the following people should be considered for 
membership with the Mayor's approval. 

Ald. Dietz, Ald. Nixon, Archie •lliitman, Treasurer, Bow Crowley, Pro at Pine Brook, 
Joe DeGeorge, Mr. & Mrs. Howard Rich, Mrs. John H. Underhill, Mrs. Marshall Leydon, 
Barbara Welch, all members of Recreation Commission, Charles Do>me, Jeffrey Cornish 
some person who is an aobuttor to the Cold Spring property who is in favor of the golf 
course project. 

269 



- 4 -

22. The Commissioner reported that he )l.ad received a copy of Hr. Simon's report 
to the P.T.A. Council on his attendance at ti)e Recreation Commission meetings: I 
Nrs. West made the ±'allowing comments based on her discussion of the matter with 
the City Clerk: The Commission meetings are open to the public. It is not our 
province to orient visitors and the delegates should be made aware of this. The 
Recreation Commission meetings should be conducted in the same manner as the Board 
of Aldermen meetings. Any delegate attending the meeting may not speak unless he 
has previously called the Commissioner, or Chairman, and had an item put on the 
Agenda. Hrs. viest asked the Commissions permission to draft a letter with Hr. Penney 
to be sent to the P.T.A. Council Chairmen, the League of' Women Voters and any other 
group who might wish to come be:t'ore the Commission setting :rorth the responsibilities 
o:r the Commission to the public and the conduct expected of delegates. The Commission 
granted her this permission. 

23. The Commission reviewed the membership list and financial report submitted by 
Sol Sidman of the Newton Judo Club. The Commissioner feels that this is a fOOd pro
gram and should be continued at Newton Centre under department sponsorship. The 
Commissioner was requested to noti:t'y the group that: 

a. Parking should be restricted to playground side o:r street only. 

b. Meetings should be over by 10:30 P.M. 

c. The Commissioner will request a more complete financial statement i'rom Hr. Sidman. 

24. Mr. Penney informed the Commission that we will not have the ~500.00 for custo
dial :t'ees for the Country Players this year due to increased custodial costs. 

25. It was voted to request the Building Commissioner to have a study made of the 
renovation or replacement of the bathhouse at Crystal Lake. 

26. I'll'. Penney discussed the possibility of providing a sail boat instruction program 
at Crystal Lake. Mr. Gilbert Champagne was considering presenting a proposition to the 
Red Cross to provide an instructor to conduct this program at no expense to the city. 
The Recreation Dept. would provide three or four boats at approximately ~~500.00 each. 
Mrs. West suggested that the Commissioner confer with Mr. Fred A. Hovey, Jr., 1435 Centre 
Street, Newton Highlands. Hr. Hovey has conducted a similar program in Chatham, Hass. for 
manY years and could advise on the wind currents at Crystal Lake, etc. 

Neeting adjourned at ll:05 P.H. 

The next regular meeting of the Commission was scheduled for !1onday evening, Oct. 18th 
at 7:45 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

~linutes: 

MINUTES OF NEWTON RECREATION C()}IMISSION 

HELD ON KONDAY EVENING 

OCTOBER 18, 1965 

Members Present: 
Mrs. ~lest, Mr. Copp, Hr. Shaw, Hr. Penney 

Observer Present: 
Mrs. Hesenf'us of the League of Homen voters, replacing 
Mrs. Paul Deats of Berkley St., Hest Newton who will 
be the regular League of Women Voters observer. 

Meeting called to order at 7:55 P.M. 

Minutes of previous meeting were distributed. 
Minutes of previous meeting were approved subject to any changes members 

note after further study at home. 

Communications: 
Letter from Newton Community Council regarding delegates. 
Mr. Joseph Selden and Mr. John Penney were elected the Recreation Commission 

delegates for the l965-66 year. 
Letter from Mayor Gibbs refusing request for funds to make plans for Crystal 

Lake bathhouse renovation at this time and suggesting that we ask for such funds for 
Public Buildings bill. get for 1966. 

Letter from PTA council announcing that Mr. Robert Dwyer of 4 Ionia Street, 
Auburndale, is their representation to the Recreation Commission. 

Commissioner Report: 

September monthly activities and maintenance report distributed. 
}Irs. West requested that Commissioner Penney make a tour of Newton Centre 

Playground with her regarding repair and relocation of benches. 
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The latest developments of the Youth Center committee was outlined by Com
missioner Penney. A trial program is scheduled to be inaugurated in November on 
Friday evenings and Saturdays at Warren Jr. High and another program on Saturdays at 
Neadowbrook. The Recreation Department is committed to furnish games equipment and 
custodial services in this joint community effort. The Commission voted to support 
the Recreation Commissioner's request of the Mayor and Finance Committee for addition
al funds to cover the custodial costs on these new programs. 

Mr. Penney reported that he is in communication with Mr. Stanley Russell, 
Asst. Supt. of Schools about the Newton Indoor Tennis program and is awaiting further 
information. 

Mr. Penney reported that he and Gilbert Champagne of the Newton Red Cross, 
had visited Mr. "FRitz" Hovey, about a sailing program at Crystal Lake. Mr. Hovey 
is in favor of such a project and made several concrete suggestions. He seems will
ing to act in an advisory capacity. Mr. Shaw recommended that the Commissioner check 
with the Boston Sailing Club for further information before establishing his budget 
request for sailboats. 

Lincoln-Eliot school parking lot question was raised again. The Commission 
decided to leave their previous statement stand without modification. Commissioner 
Penney delegated to confer with school, building, and legal authorities to work out 
details. It was suggested that Hr. Penney check whether or not such an area would 
have to be blocked off once a year in order for the Recreation Commission to retain 
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title rather than the School Department. I 
Mrs. Hest brour;ht to the Commission's attention that Newton residents were 

complaining about non-residents obtaining season permits for Crystal Lake and Usine 
thE! Newton Centre Tennis Courts. Having the public obtain all permits at the de
partment office in City Hall, where resident list could be check, was offered as one 
solution. Having supervisors spot check for proper permits at tennis courts when 
regular attenda'lt not on duty, was another. 

Mr. Copp noted recent action by Board of Aldermen regarding parking on 
Albemarle Road. Mr. Penney will check on this. 

Nr. Copp requested information on vandalism of softball liehts. Mr. Penney 
noted that some juveniles had been taken to court about it, but had not heard the re-
sults. · 

Heeting adjourned 10:30 P.M. 

I 

I 
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Present: 

Observer 
Present: 

HEETING OF THE RECRFATION CO~!l{[SSlON HEm 

MONDAY E'ffi!ING, !JOVEHBER 15, 1965 

Mrs. West, T. Frank Copp, Joseph Selden 
Alan Shaw, John B. Penney, Commissioner 
and D. G. Smith, Secretary. 

Mrs. Hesenfus of the League of Homen Voters 
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l. -ninutes of the October meeting were approved as recorded. 
Haintenance Report for month of October was distributed to all members. 

2. The Commissioner reported that the Halloween parties and High School dance 
had been very successful. A complete report will be submitted when finan
cial statement is completed by Mr. Hurphy. In the near future a meeting 
will be called with Dr. Sylvester, Hrs. Garon, and other supervisors at which 
tilfie the reports from the party chainnen will be reviewed. 

3. Mr. Harold Collins, 108 Bedford St. Waltham, Mass. attended the meeting. Mr. 
Collins is President of the Northeastern Skating Association and requested the 
Commission for permission to hold the Eastern Seaboard Outdoor Speed Skating 
Championship at Crystal Lake on Saturday and Sunday, January 29 and 30, 1966. 
The meet would be held on Saturday from 2:00 to 4:15P.M.; and on Sunday from 
1:00 P.M. until dark. The Commission agreed that this would be a very good 
program for the Recreation Department to be affiliated with. Mr. Penney, after 
consultation with Mr. Shea, Recreation Foreman and the Recreation Supervisors felt 
the department could handle this meet. Hockey would be eliminated for these two 
afternoons but regular skating would be allowed on a specific area. Parking for 
participants and officials would be provided next to the skate-house. We have 
no facilities for refreshments, but it was noted that an arrangement could be 
made to have a Boy Scout troop provide for refreshments. Mr. Collins was asked 
if the sponsor which he is seeking to provide the trophies could also take care 
of part of police cost. Hr. Collins will report on this later. There is no 
charge for outdoor meets. 
The Recreation Department would provide the following: 

1. Skating area 
2. Skatehouse (toilet facilities, etc.) 
3. Sound Equipment 
4. First Aid 
5. 5 Policemen @ ~12.00 each 
6. Recreation Leaders for supervision. 

~Irs. West informed Mr. Collins that the Commission would discuss this whole 
program Pro and con and advise him of the Commission's decision on Tuesday, 
November 16th. After further discussion at the Executive session the Com
mission unanimously voted to notify ~~. Collins that we would allow this meet 
under our auspices according to our recommendations. The Chainnan re~uested 
that any news releases be cleared through her or the Commissioner. 
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4· Hr. Penney reported on the Youth Centre at Harren Jr. High School under the 
sponsorship of Judge Yesley's Committee. The Recreation Department is provid- I 
ing equipment, (ping pong, playing cards, chess sets, etc.) and paying custo-
dial fees. The first meeting proved very successful with an attendance of ap
proximately 800 youngsters. At this first meeting a band plqyed for dancing. 
Upstairs, they have a coin-operated juke box; pingpong tables, coin-operated 
pool table. Television, table games and soft drinks were available in the cafeteria. 
There were no particular discipline problems. Youngsters could come and go as they 
wished and there were no restrictions on dress. No smokine: on second floor. Satur
day night program was held from 4:00P.M· to 11:30 P.M. with about 400 youngsters 
in attendance. Chaperons were from the Presbyterian Church. Program at Meadow
brook Jr. Higp School will be started in a couple of weeks. An additional amount 
will have to be requested in the 1966 Budget to cover custodial fees for these 
Youth Centre Programs. 

5. Commissioner reported that maintenance and improvement projects were progressing. 
Contract has been signed for night-lighted basketball courts at Cabot Playground, 
Play area at Newton Centre is delayed and may have to be completed next spring. 
Albemarle Pool and Upper Falls shelter are under construction. 

6. Hr. Penney read a memorandum from Planning Director, James Miller re:- land at 
Christina and Goddard Streets. Mr. Miller recommended that we release lots 32 
and 33 and retain lot 35 pending disposal of city infirmary land. The Commission 
considered whether to stand with their action of Nov. of 1963 and say we have no 
interest in this land; or to take the advice of the City Planner and request that 
lot 35 be retained pending disposition of city infirmary land. It was voted: to 
follow the recommendation of the City Planning and request the Finance Committee to I 
retain lots. 35 only - pending disposition of City Infirmary land, In favor were 
Mr. Selden, Mr. Penney and Mr. Shaw. Mrs. V/est and Mr. Copp were recorded as 
opposed to this vote and advised that lots 32,33, and 35 all be retained, pending 
disposition of city infirmary land. The Commissioner was requested to transmit 
the Commission's vote to the proper authorities. 

7. The Commissioner read a communication from Mr. Gilleland, Director of Business 
Services, Newton Public Schools on Lincoln-Eliot School parking lot - Boyd Play
ground. Mr. Gilleland and Mr. Burns, Building Commissioner have given up idea 

8. 

of building the parking area with School Building funds, because of the vote of 
the Recreation Commission to transfer playground land to the School Department 
only temporarily. Mr. Jones, City Solicitor, advised Commissioner to stay with 
Commission's original vote rather than to just allow the school department to con
struct the parking lot with other funds on playground land. The Commission~voted 
that their original vote to temporarily transfer the land if requested for this 
purpose with the restrictions stood,, 

Indoor Tennis Program at South High School was discussed. Mr. Selden suggested 
that the Recreation Department tace over this program and investigate the possi
bilities of increasing this program in other schools. The Commissioner was re
quested to study plans from Building Department and see what gyms would be suit
able. Mr. Carey will be consulted and the Commissioner will investigate the in
volvements and submit a report to the Commission at a later meeting. Funds to 
pay the custodians are taken out of the amount paid for merrbership at the present 
time. ¥~. Selden requested the Commissioner to obtain a membership list. I 
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The Commission voted, after much discussion not to carry through the plan to 

extend the beach are at the present time; and to see what effect the new pools would have 
on the attendance at Crystal Lake;··· 

Mrs. West reported that she and Mr. Penney have been discussing ways of improving 
Crystal Lake such as limiting attendance, operating it as a swimming pool, allowing 
only those taking lessons and mothers in the morning, egc. It was voted that the fees 
be the same as last year. 

Mrs. ~lest announced that it was time to appoint two delegates to the Community 
Council for 1964 - 1965. 

Mr. Whitmore moved that this Commission continue its study of the problem of 
improving bathing at Crystal Lake and more specifiaally to request the Commission 
to look into the possibility for further development of piers as a possible substitute 
for land taking and land easment. Hr. Copp seconded the motion. 

The Commission voted that no action was necessary for swimming pool at Albemarle 
in as much·as the project was progressing under the Swimming Committres recommendations. 

Hr. Penney asked for the support of the Commission in limiting the attendance at 
the Crystal Lake bathing beach, Mr. Whitmore moved that we empovmr the Commissioner 
to limit the number of persons useing the facilities at Crystal Lake in order to pro
vide greater safety, more enjoyable participation ani that the Commission appr~v§ and 
support the Commissioners judgment in this matter. 

The Commissioner reported that the City Planner, Charles Downe is having his 
assistant draw up more plans for the proposed golf course. 

Mr. Jones, Cit.y Solicitor, has been requested to draw up a contract with 
Jason Cortell, Biologist to continue his work at Crystal Lake, He will supervise 
the water testing in conjunction with the Health Dept. and will make a study of 
the algae at Bul1oughs Pond and make recommendations as to fish stocking. 

Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday evening, June 16th. 

Heeting adjourned at 11:45 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 

Secretary to the Commission 
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RECREATION COHNISSION MEETING 
Tuesday, June 16, 1964 

Commission Office, 7:45 P.M. 

Present: Hon. Howard Whitmore, Jr. 
Joseph Selden 
Alan T. Shaw 
John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 

Absent: Mrs. v/orthing 1. West 
T. Frank Copp 

J1inutes of previous meeting omitted. 

Meeting was devoted to study of preliminary plans for various new facilities. 

South High School Pool preliminary plans as drawn by the architect, George Sherwood, 
were shown. Mr. Selden reported on his trip to Hamden with the architect and Alderman 
Dangel. Mr. Dangel was very impressed with the pool, and particularly the overhead doors 
feature which opens the pool to outdoors. Mr. Selden pointed out that our design should 
take advantage of the nice surroundings and have a good patio area. 

Albemarle 
authority 
the plans 
bid. 

Pool preli~nary bathhouse plans were sho<m. Co~~ssioner Penney was given 
to approve these plans as they progress. Comnission as a Whole should approve 
for both pools together with the Building Committee before they are put out to 

A plan for a standard playground building was shown. 
to erect one of these structures as soon as possible 
was worked out by Co~~ssioner Penney with architect 
vandal resistant all-purpose playground shelter. It 
ceed and to obtain an appropriation. 

Building Commissioner Burns desires 
if ComMission approves. The design 
Carney Goldberg to make a useful and 
was voted to ask Mr. Burns to pro-

A discussion of the proposed golf course plans was held. rt was decided to have Plan
ning Consultant Charles Downe meet with the Commission at a special meeting to discuss 
alterations. 

Plans for additional docks for Crystal Lake were shown. Commissioner Penney was auth
orized to request an appropriation for t<m 60 1 11greenheart" floats as the first step. 

John B. Pmney 
Recreation Co~missioner 

I 

I 

I 
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Parking at AlbeMarle Road ••as discussed. An ordinance says that there is to be 
no pa:rt<:ing after 8:00 P.H. Previously the Commission recommended to Mr. Pratt 
that this matter be brought before the Traffic Co~~ssion and the parking hour 
changed to lO:JJ P.M. After months of consideration by the traffic com:nission 
and the traffic committee of the Board of Aldermen - no action was taken. Alder
man Ham reCO!TL'llCnded that this matter be brought before the rew Board of Aldermen 
after January 1, 1966. 

A special meeting will be held on Mondqy evening, November 29th to discuss the 
Preliminary Budget. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 P.l1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 
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SPECIAL ~IEETING 
NEviTON RECREATION OOHHISSI ON 

NOVE!1BER 29 , 1965 

Present: Hrs. vlest, Hr. Copp, Hr. Selden, Hr. Shaw, Mr. Penney 

Neeting Convened: 7:50 P.M. 

Chairman Nrs. West read a letter to be sent to the P. T .A. Council and League 
of Homen Voters concerning the responsibilities of delegates at Commission meet
ings in the light of the General Laws dealing with the conduct of meetings of 
boards and commissions. The letter was approved. (copy attached). 

A date for the regular December Recreation Commission meeting was set for 
December 13th, since the regular date (Dec. 20th) is too close to Christmas. 

Nr. Selden suggested that the Commissioner consider a new system of permit 
fees and identification in the lirht of increasing revenue producing facilities 

The 1966 Preliminary Budget was considered. Among the items which came 
under special discussion were the following: 

An item $BOO to hire busses to transport playground youngsters to 
replace private cars was approved. 

I 

An item requesting ~2,000 for special police was approved. Itt-las I 
questioned t-Jhether this should be in the Recreation Budget or Police Budget. 

An item of $2500 for sailboats was approved pending further investi
gation of boats and prices. 

The item for school custodian fees was raised to $15,000 to cover in
creased pay rates plus increased youth center programs. Hhether to include in 
the Recreation Department budget a "wash item" to cover programs such as indoor 
tennis when a fee can be charged the using group or leave it in the school dept. 
budget was left for further study. 

All capital improvement items listed by the Commissioner were approved for 
inclusion. All are items either included in previous budget requests or direct 
requests from individuals or groups. A priority list will be deter.nined by the 
Commission at a later meeting. 

Heeting adjourned: 10:15 P .N. 

I 
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Hrs. Thomas Burnap, President 
Newton P.T.A. Council 
10 Prospect Terrace 
Newtonville 60, Mass. 

Dear Mrs. Burnap: 

(Letter · referrea to in 
Special Meeting) 

December 7, 1965 

In order to maintain good public relations and to promote under
standing of the functions and responsibilities of delegates from civic 
organizations or the public in general, the Recreation Commission calls 
to your attention the rules contained in Chapter 39, Sections 23-A, 23-B 
and 23-C, of the General Laws. 

The Recreation Commission was dismayed at portions of the report of 
the delegate from the PTA Council (1964-65) in >lhich he criticized the 
Commission for not soliciting his opinions or advice during the course 
of Co~ission meetings. Section 23-B of Chapter 39 referred to above, 
states: "Public meeting of town board, commission or school cormnittee; 
right to address (Last am 1960, 437, Sec.4) No person shall address a 
public meeting of a board without leave of the presiding officer at 
such a meeting, and all persons shall at the request of such presiding 
officer, be silent. If, after warning from the presiding officer, a 
person persists in disorderly behavior, said officer may order him to 
withdraw from the meeting, and, if he does not withdraw, may order a 
constable or any other person to remove him and confine him to some con
venient place until the meeting is adjourned." The Recreation Commission 
welcomes constructive criticism, advice and assistance from the citizens 
of Newton. ·Due notice of a desire to speak at a re£Ular meeting of the 
Commission should be given to the Chairmm or to the Commissioner at City 
Hall. 

While we are legally required only to notify the City Clerk of each 
Commission Meeting, we will from now on, send notices of regular Commis
sion meetings and minutes therefrom, to known delegates. 

s 

Ver.y truly yours, 

Mrs. Horthing L. Hest 
Chairman 
Newton Recreation Commission 
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CHAPTER 39 

SECTION 2JA. Meetings; open; notice of, etc. (Last am. 1960, 437, Sec. 3). As 
used in this section and in section twenty-three B, the word "board" shall include 
every board, commission, committee and subcommittee, hm•ever elected, appointed or 
otherwise constituted, of any district, city or town. It shall also include the 
governing board of eve~ local housing, redevelopment or similar authority. All 
board meetings sha~l be open to the·public and to the press unless the board shall 
vote to go into executive session. Such executive session may be held only for the 
purpose of discussing, deliberating or voting on those matters which by general or 
special statute, or federal grant-in-aid requirements cannot be made public, and 
those matters 1-tlich if made public might adversely affect the public security, the 
financial interest of the district, city, town or local housing authority, or the 
reputation of any person; provided, however, that the meetings of any such board 
which shall be investigating any board or agency of a municipal government, or any 
legislation which could ultimately change or alter the existing governmental struc
tureof a city or town, shall, at all times, be open to the public and to the press, 
notwithstanding a vote of such board to go into executive session. 

Except in an emergency, a notice of each board meeting shall be filed with the 
clerk of the municipality in which the board acts, and the notice or a copy thereof 
shall, at least twenty-four hours, inc~uding Saturdays but not Sundays and legal 
holidays, prior to such meeting, be publicly posted in the office of such c~erk or 
on the principal official bulletin board of such municipality. The secretary of a 
regional school district committee shall be considered to be its clerk, and notices 
of its meetings shall be filed with its secretary and posted in his office or on 
the principal official bulletin board of the district. If the meeting shall be of 
a board of a newly organized municipality having neither clerk nor official bulletin 
board, the officer calling the meeting shall file the notice thereof with the clerk 
of each city and town within such municipality, and each such cle:rl<: shall post the 
notice in his office or on the principal official bulletin board of his city ortown. 
For the purposes of this section, "emergency" shall mean a situation where immediate, 
undelayed action is deemed by the board to be imperative. 

Every board shall maintain accurate records setting forth the action taken at 
each meeting. A summary of all matters voted shall be made available with reasonable 
promptness after each meeting; provided, hm.ever, that votes taken in executive ses
sion may remain secret so long as their publication would defeat the lawful purposes of 
the executive session, but no longer. The records of each meeting shall become public 
record and be available to the public upon being approved; provided, however, that the 
~cords of any executive session may remain secret so long as their publi~ation would 
defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session, but no longer. 

SECTION 23B. Public meeting of town board, commission or school committee; right to 
address (Last am. 1960, 437, Sec.4). No person shall address a public meeting of a 
board without leave of the presiding officer at such meeting, and all persons shall, 
at the request of such presiding officer, be silent. If, after warning from the 
presiding officer, a person persists in disorderly behavior, said officer may order 
him to withdraw from the meeting, and, if he does not withdraw, may order a constable 
or any other person to remove him and confine him to some convenient place until the 
meeting is adjourned. 

I 
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SECTION 23C. Open meetings, remedy for noncompliance with law (Enacted 1960, 
437, Sec, 5). Upon proof of failure by an officer to carry out any of his 
responsibilities for public notice of meetings, for holding them open to the 
public, or for maintaining public records thereof, as such responsibilities are 
prescribed by this chapter and by chapters A, thirty-four, and sixty-six, any 
justice of the supreme judicial or the superior court, sitting within and for 
the county in which such officer acts or, in the case of an officer of the common
<malth, sitting within and for any county, shall issue an appropriate order re
quiring such officer to carry out as to meetings thereafter held all such responsi
bilities proved not to have been carried out as to any meeting or meetingstheretofore 
held; but action otherwise duly taken at any meeting shall not be invalidated by the 
failure of any officer to carry out the said responsibilities for public notice of 
meetings. Such order may be sought in any case by petition of ten registered voters 
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of the commonwealth or, in the case of a county or municipal officer, by ten registered voters 
voters of the county or municipality for which the officer acts, by petition of the 
attorney general, or by petition of the district attorney of the district in which 
lies the municipality for which the officer acts. The order of notice on the petition 
shall be returnable not later than ten days after the filing thereof, The petition 
shall be heard and determined on the return day or on such day thereafter as the court 
shall fix, having regard to the speediest possible determination of the cause consis-
tent with the rights of the parties. All processes may be issued from the clerk's of-
fice in the county in which the action is brought and, except as aforesaid, shall be 
returnable as the court orders. The remedy created hereby is not exclusive, but shall 
be in addition to every other available remedy. 

CHAPTER 43 

SECTIOll 35. Heetings to be public; yea and nay vote (Last am. 1958, 626. Sec. 6). 
All meetings of the school committee shall be open to the press and to the public, 
except as otherwise authorized by section twenty-three A of chapter thirty-nine. 
The vote on any particular measure shall be by yeas and nays, when requested by 
two members. 

------------~-------
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COHHISSION }!EETING HELD 

HOJcUJAY EVENING, DECEMBER 13, 1965 

Present• Hrs. West, Hr. Copp, }!r. Shaw, Mr. Selden, John B. Penney-Commissioner 
and D. G. Smith, Secretary 

Minutes of regular meeting, November 15, 1965 and special meeting, December 13, 
were approved as recorded. Correction made on spelling of Mrs. Hasenful - Obser
ver - League of WoMen Voters. 

1. Commissioner's report of Program & Maintenance was distributed for months of 
October and November. 

2. Report of Jason 11. Cortell, consultant biologist of 1965 worlc contract at 
Crystal Lake and Bullough's Pond was distributed to all members of the Com
mission. The Commission agreed to study this report and discuss it as the 
January meeting. 

3. Copy of letter from Mr. Asaff dated December 3, 1965 was distributed to all 
members of the Commission. 
Mr. Asaff as President of the Net-rtcm Baseball Twilight League has requested 
that a lighted Sports Field be located at the Newton Highlands Playground. 
The Commission agreed to study this request and discuss it further at the 
January meeting. Mr. Penney agreed to do some research on this project and 
investigate cost of installation - and Edison Co. cost. The Commission also 
would like a report from the Commissioner as to what other uses could be made 
besides night baseball if these lights were installed in this area. 

4• The COJ:mtissioner reminded Mrs. \'lest, Chairman, that she should have her 
portrait done at Bachrach's early in 1966. 

5. Dr. Allison Thompson, representing the Newton Indoor Tennis Club addressed 
the Commission. Dr. Thompson attended the meeting because of the concern by 
members of the Commission that this club was allowing non-residents for mem
bership and excluding Neuton residents. Dr. Thompson presented a membership 
list totalling about 175 members. TWenty-three of these members are non-resi
dents. This program at the Newton South High School has been in operation 
for about five years running five nights a week from 6:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. 
and Saturdey afternoons from 12:30 P.m. to 5:00 P.M. The Commission feels 
this is a well run program and if taken over by the Recreation Department the 
only advantage would be if the program could be expanded to accommodate great
er participation by Newton residents. The membership dues take care of custo
dial fees, care of courts and equipment at present. The Commissioner feels 
that at this time of the year it would be difficult to organize and obtain 
more gym space. The program will be continued into the Spring and Dr. Thompson 
will do everything possible to eliminate non-residents. No new members will be 
accepted if they are not residents of Newton. Mr. Shau and Nr. Copp fe.Lt if 
non-resident problem can be solved; progra'i! should be continued under sponsor-

I 

I 

ship of Newton Indoor Tennis Club. The possibility of bringing registration I 
for the program to the Recreation Department office might be considered at a 
later date. An arrangement with the School Department to process the gym permit 
by sponsorship of the Recreation Department While still having the participants 
pay the custodial bill is a possible method of giving the Recreation Department 
a check on the out-of-toun membership. 



I 

I 
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1966 Budget request - New and major building renovation requests of Building 
Commissioner. 
The Commission voted to request the Building Commissioner to incorporate the 
following items in his 1966 budget: 

1. Renovation or construction of Crystal Lake bathhouse. 
2. Plans for construction of field house at Auburndale. 
3. Addition to Hawthorn building. 
Amounts to be requested for these projects to be determined by the 

Building Commissioner. 

7. Financial statement for Halloween Progran as compiled by Mr. Murphy was re
viewed. The Commission agreed that Recreation Department budget should con
tinue to carry an item for Halloween Program. 

B. The Commissioner was instructed to study Capital Outlay items for 1966 Budget 
and submit a priori~ list at the January meeting. 

Next regular meeting of the C'ommission will be held Honday evening, January 17th. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 

'>A1 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION HEETING 

HEW HONDAY EVENING, JAi'f. 17, 1966 

Present: Hrs. V/est, Mr. Copp 1 Mr. Selden 1 John B. Penney 1 Commissioner 
and Dorothy G. Smith, Secretary 

Observer: Mrs. Paul Deats I 106 Berkley St. I v/est Newton 02165 

Heeting called to order at 7:45 P .H. 

l1inutes of rooeting held Dec. 131 1965 were approved as recorded. 

1. Newton Indoor Tennis Club program was discussed. It was voted to leave this 
program alone for this season, but that in the spring consideration will be 
given to have it under the Sponsorship of the Newton Recreation Department 
before the opening of the fall program. Dr. Thompson has assured the Com
mission that no non-residents will be accepted after the close of this season's 
progran and the club would be willing to have the sponsorship of the Recreation 
Department. 

2. Letter dated Dec. 23, 1965 addressed to Joseph Selden from Dr. Helvin I. Cohen, 
24 Lantern Lane, Newton Centre was reviewed. Dr. Cohen has requested that his 
group meet with the Co~~ssion to discuss the plans and the need for a greater 
indoor tennis program in Newton. The Commissioner was requested to write Dr. 
Cohen and ask that no more than three members of his group attend the February 
meeting of the Commission and discuss this program further. 

3. Monthly progra'll and Maintenance report for December was distributed to all mem
bers of the Commission. 

4. Letter dated Jan. 11, 1966 from Hrs. Elaine Eisenberg, 9 Ware Rd. 
1 

Auburndale 
was reviewed. Mrs. Eisenberg is Co-chairman of the Creative Arts Committee of 
the Burr-Murrqy Road Schools P.T.A. The Creative Arts Committee requested the 
use of Lyons Playground in Auburndale (the moded area on the left side of 
Commom1eal th Ave. 1 entrance) for an Art Pageant on June 3,4, and 5th. In case 
of inclement weather this pageant would be scheduled for June 10, 11, and 12th. 

The pageant would include an Art F~ibit showing the works of local profession
als, amateurs, and children. This is a cultural function. If paintings were 
contracted for from the artists, the P.T.A. would realize a percentage from the 
sale. There would be no admission charge and the Pageant would be open to the 
public. The Committee also requested, if possible, spot and flood lights, gen
erctor, speaker system and amplifiers, sand and gravel and portable shrubs. 
The Commission agreed that they would be in favor of having this pageant on the 
Auburndale plqyground but could not be held responsible for night lighting se
curit from vandalism articularly overnight. 11r. Penney will talk with Mrs. 
Eisenberg and let her know about om'llissions' concern about leaving the exhibits 
up and having people in the playground overnight. Matter will be discussed at 
next meeting of the Commission. 

I 

I 

I 
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Report from Jason H. Cortell, Consultant Biologist was reviewed. It was the 
consensus of the Commission that Hr. Cortell 1s program at Crystal Lake has 
proven very beneficial and since the aqualator was installed, swim:ning has 
taken plnce every day with no closing of the lake due to pollution. The Com
mission agreed to continue the program with the follm>ing recommendations from 
Hr. Cortell: 

(1) In order to prevent vandalism of the equipment the operating position 
of the Flow Developer be moved to a point 20 to 25 feet off the shore
line. 
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(2) Continue algae control work at both Crystal Lake and Bulloughs Pond • .?:_ --
(3) Install Flow Developer at least one month prior to opening of bathing 

facilities to reduce the possibility of turbidity. 
(4) Prevent disposal of Leaves, grass clippings and other refuse into the 

Lake. 

6. Hr. Penney reported on progress of Youth Centers. Hrs. Hour;hton, Lear;ue of 
Women Voters and her com:nittee are going to make a study of Youth Centers in 
surrounding cities and towns and present their findings to the Community Re
lations Commission to be appointed by Neyor Basbas. 11rs. West expressed her 
gratitude to Hr. Penney for serving on this committee. 

Hr. Penney reported he had received a telephone call from 11r. vlaldo Hainsworth, 
District Representative. They are on the verge of getting a grant from the Life 
Time Sports Foundation to create interest in badminton, tennis, golf and bowling. 
They are looking for several cities and towns all over the country to establish 
a special program and Waldo Hainsworth will present Newton for consideration as 
the city in the New England area. The Commission will discuss this at a later 
date when we receive more information on this proposed program. 

8. The Commission were asked at Heyor Basbas 1 request to submit a letter to him 
recommending the follouing action. 

Voted: that the Com:nission send a letter to the Hayor recommending 
that the City Infirmary land be designated for public recreation use 1/ 
with the understanding that space will be made available for school 
purposes should the need for such arise. 

9 • The Chairman suggested that the Commission invite Hayor Bas bas to a meeting of 
the Commission in February or that she and the Commissioner call on the Hayor 
and bring him up to date on the problems of the Recreation Department. 

The next meeting of the Recreation Commission will be held Tuesdey evening, 
February 15th. 

The Commission went into Executive Session at 10:00 P.H. 

Respectfully, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 
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11INUTES OF RECREATION COMHISSION MEETING 

HELD TUESDAY EVENING, FEB, 15, 1966 

Present: Mrs. West, Mr. Copp, Mr. Selden, Mr. Shaw, John B. Penney, Commissioner 

Absent: Hon, Howard ~~itmore, Jr, 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.N. 

11inutes of meeting held Jan. 17, 1966 were approved as recorded, 

1. Monthly Program and Maintenance report for January was distributed to all 
members of the Commission, 

Mr. Penney reported that the skating season was very poor due to the snow 
storms. Fourteen inches of snow in January from one storm with six inches 
of ice made it impossible to remove the hard snow. There ><as skating again 
at Bulloughs Pond this past week before the rains came. the maintenance force 
had to use the planes on the small playground areas in order to clear the hard 
frozen snow off. 

Hr. Copp brour;ht up the fact that very litt.Le money was spent on this program 
this year. Nr. Penney explained to the Commission that the department was 
reimbursed by the Street Department for a.Ll time put in by our men for the 
Street Department snow removal overtime as well as straight time. It is 
charged against Snow Removal and does not come out of our Budget. Hhereas 
the equipment costs (trucks, etc.) is just a bookkeeping charge that doesn't 
add any money to our operating Budget, 

2. Hon. Howard Whitmore's letter of resignation was read by the Chairman. It 
was suggested that Mr. Penney >ITite a letter of regret at his resignation 
to Mr. Whitmore, 

Mrs. West pointed out that it is the Mayor's prerogative to fill Mr. \'Jhitmore's 
vacancy. 

I 

J, Burr, Hurray Road P.T.A. -Mrs. Eisenberg's letter requesting use of Lyons 
Playground for an outdoor art show taken up again. Mrs. West and Mr. Penney 
had met with a delegation and had agreed as follows: The Recreation Department 
could not be held responsible for the safety of the art >rork at Lyons Playground, ' 
The department >rould possibly furnish maintenance help with exhibit, taking dmm, etc, 

The Commission voted permission be granted to the Burr-Murray Rd. P.T.A. for 
their Outdoor Art Fxhibit at Lyons Playground to be held on June 3,4, and 5th 
(2 nights and 3 days). The Commission agreed that it was a very good idea, 
although it is to be clearly understood (and will be put in writing) that 
responsibility for the protection of the exhibit is not the Recreation 
DepartMents, 

4, Boston University - Victor Stout -

Mr. Penney read Nr. Stout 1s letter to the Commission requesting the use of Auburn
dale Playground (diamond) for practice and games of Boston University. I 



I 
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, 
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Nr. Pmney had discussed the matter m_ th Hilliam Barry, Supervisor, and Harren 
Husten, School Department, and all acreed there would be no conflict. It was esti
mated the cost for each game would be about ~25.00 (~250.00/season). 

Permission was cranted. 

5. Lighted Baseball diamonds: 

6. 

i 

8. 

' 

Le~ter from Mr. Asaff, Newton Tw~light League President requesting lighted base
ball field at Newton Highlands Playground was taken up again. Mr. Penney read 
letter from Goodhal_l Shapiro Associates to Commission with an estimate of ::;;55,000. 
for the job. Mrs. Hest feels that this is a problem that must be eventually faced. 

Hr. Selden agreed, but believes there are more important matters that need immedi
ate attention and that this problem will be faced in the future. Mr. Penney's let
ter of answer to Mr. Asaff was read. The letter suggested that the current base
ball program get underway this summer and then make arraneements for llr. Asaff to 
appear before the Commission with his recommendations. 

Dr. }!elvin I Cohen - concerning tennis: 

Dr. Cohen and l'lr. Daum appeared before the Commission a'1d expressed the desire 
of their eroup for a municipal tennis club program at the Ne>rton Centre Play-

. eround with professional leadership and membership fees, similar to a privately 
operated club. They made specific suggestions that double the number of courts 
be provided, that they be lit;hted, that the present courts be lengthened and 
the drainage improved. that better spectator seating be installed and that a 
telephone reservation system be started. 

The Commission asked ~w. Penney to evaluate their financial request and thanked 
Dr. Cohen and Nr. Daum for their interest. Dr. Cohen sugeested that possibly a 
citizen's committee could be formed to draw up firm cost estimates and income 
possibilities for such a municipal tennis club operation. 

Consideration for fees at Albemarle Pool was decided to be held over to the 
next regular meeting. 

Commission reviewed Mayor's reductions in the 1966 Budget. 

The next regular meeting of the Recreation Commission will be held on Honday evening 
!1arch 14. 
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March 2, 1966 

Hon. Howard v/hitmore, Jr., Commissioner 
The Co!!1JJ!onweal th of Massachusetts 
Hetropolitan District Commission 
20 Somerset Street 
Boston, Hass. 

Dear Co!!1Jilissioner v/hitmore: 

At the February 15, 1966 meeting of the Newton Recreation Commission 
your letter to Mayor Basbas regretfully requesting that you not be con
sidered for reappointment to the Ne>Tton Recreation Commission and your 
letter to me were read. The Newton Recreation Commission >Tent on record 
as accepting the fact of your leaving the Commission with great regret. 
Your service on the Commission, your interest in the work of the Com
mission during your terms as Nayor, and your advice and council have 
been of great value to the uork of the Neuton Recreation Commission 
over these many years. 

All of us on the Commission will miss working with you as a col
league in the government of the City of Newton. v/e appreciate your 
offer to be of assistance if you can to the Commission in the future. 
vie wish you continuing success in your work with the N.D.C. 

q 
cc: Mrs. liorthing 1. v/est 

Sincerely, 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Commissioner 

I 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF NEl:ITON RECREATION cm:NISSION ~mETING 

HELD HOliDAY EVENING MARCH 14, 1966 

Present: Mrs. West, ~lr. Copp, Selden, Shaw, Penney 

Minutes of the February 15, 1966 meeting were read and approved. 

Commissioner reviewed the February monthly program and maintenance report. 

Hr. Copp agreed to represent the Commission should it be necessary on vJednesday, 
Harch 16th in absence of Commissioner Penney. 

Communication from the Massachusetts Recreation Society concerning the Annual 
Board Nembers dinner in April was discussed. It was voted to attend this function 
in lieu of the April Commission Meeting. 

It was voted after discussion to charge the follo•-i ng fees for swimming at Crystal 
Lake and the new pool at Albemarle: 

~1.00 for students 
~3.00 for adults (up from ~2.00 in 1965) 

These season passes to be valid at both facilities. It was recommended that 
a system be devised to sell these permits only at City Hall - not at the facili
ties themselves to provide a better check on Newton residency. All persons not 
having the season permit to be charged 50¢ each time they enter the facility. 

Tennis season passes were set at the swne rates: ::::1.00 and :jj;J.OO to be charged at 
Newton Centre, Burr and Newton High School clay courts when an attendant is on duty. 

Proposed letters from the Newton Indoor tennis Club secretary to their membership 
informing them that nonresidents •10uld no longer be allowed to play at Newton Gym 
facilities was read and approved. The Commission recommended that the Commissioner 
obtain a list of the N.I.T.C. membership and their time assignments for the coming 
season from the secretary. 
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HINUTES OF NUlTON RECREATION COI>ITHSSION 

}!EETING HELD HOliDAY EVENING, HAY 9, 1966 

Present: Nrs. \'lest, Nr. Copp, Hr. Selden, HoHard \clhitmore III, 
Commissioner Penney, Hrs. Smith, Secretary. 

Observer: Hrs. Paul Deats 

Neeting called to order at 7:45 P.H. 

l. Hinutes of the Harch 14, 1966 meeting Here approved ;lith the foll01·Jing correction: 
It Has voted at the Harch meeting to set the fee for Tennis Permits for 1966 season at 
$1.00 for students and $3.00 for adults. Since this policy was not put into effect at 
the start of the 1966 season it 1'/as agreed to leave the fee at ~)1.00 for students and 
$2.00 for adults for 1966. 

2. ]{ethod of handling the issuance of permits for S;1im'Tling at the Albemarle Pool and 
Crystal Lake Bathhouse was discussed. It was decided to sell permits at City Hall on 
a Saturday morning and no permits ;Jill be sold on the premises at either swim,ing area. 
Permits after this time will only be sold in the Recreation Department office. A dupli
cate voting list will be used to check for Newton Residents. Fach permit number issued 
will be recorded against the residents name in the poll book. Any person 1fishing to 
swim at either area who had not obtained a permit will have to pey 50¢ for each m.Jim. 
A news release t,i.ll be sent to the ne-,lspapers alerting the public to the time and the 
manner in 1-1hich permits will be sold. Skating and tennis permits 1-Jill continue to be 
sold at the various playgrounds and skating areas. 

I 

Nr. Copp brought up the question of hardship cases for families on Uelfare Hho I 
might be unable to pay the fee for swimming. Hr. Penney ;ms requested to t·JOrk with 
the Director of Public 1'/elfare and find simplest wq; to handle this problem. 

3. Hr. Copp brought up the fact that a suitable plaque should be placed in the build
ing of the Harry Gath Nemorial Pool. He felt the Commission could be criticized if an 
appropriate plaque was not at the pool on the day of Dedication. The Commissioner on 
Hr. Copp's request, had approached the Building Commissioner on this and Hr. Burns 
asked that the Recreation Comrr~ssioner request in writing the wording and permission 
to expend the cost of said plaque from the contingency fund. The Commission •lith the 
exception of Hr. Copp felt that the inscription on the plaque should originate in the 
Board of Aldermen since it was that body who were responsible for the naming of the 
pool. It was Voted that Mr. Penney ~~ite a formal request to Hr. Vincent Burns, Build
ing Commissioner, that a plaque be provided and the Board of Aldermen be contacted for 
the proper wording, 

4. Letter from Alderman Hopkins to Mr. Penney with a copy to Mayor Basbas and Nrs. 
Viest was discussed. Alderman Hopkins proposed that maey changes be made at the Burr 
Playground. He also had sent a formal petition to the Board of Aldermen before writ
ing to Nr. Penney. !1rs. \'lest suggested that Hr. Penney arrange a meeting with Alder
man Hopkins at which she and Nr. Penney could discuss these changes and report back 
to the Commission at a later meeting. In the meantime Commission members Hould con
tact Hr. Penney if they had any concrete suggestions, 

5. The Commissioner reported that he had taken pictures of Hr. Johnson, vlhitmore 
and Stout to have the date they left the Commission engraved on the plaque. Photo- I 
graph of Hr. Shaw will be made and date for photographing Hrs. VI est will be set, 
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6. The Commissioner reported that the parking lot is being constructed at the 
Lincoln Eliot School. The Commissioner granted permission for this construction 
according to a previous vote of the Recreation Commission provided that shade trees 

289 

I and shrubbery be put in at certain points. It was necessary to remove only shade tree. 

7. Letters have been mailed to playground personnel and new applicants have been picked 
from applications submitted. 

On the sugr;estion of ~!iss Swartz, Recreation Supervisor, leadership will be discon
tinued at Stearns playground since this school building has been taken over as an Admin
istration building for the School Department. The program at Victory Field ;Jill be in
tensified to take care of the children from the Stearns School District. A pedestrian 
light is going to be installed across California Street to assure safe access for the 
children to Victory playground. Some play apparatus will be moved to Victory field. 
The Commission were in full accord >.Ji th this program. 

8. A summer school remedial reading progra:n under Title I Federal Funds >fill be con
ducted by the School Department at the Lincoln-Eliot school and children from the 
Stearns School district will take part in this program. A similar program will be 
conducted at Emerson School. In both cases the Recreation Department has entered 
into direct cooperation with the School Department in providing leadership for the 
outdoor playground program for the youngsters enrolled in this special program as 
well as regular playground children. 

9. Report was made on nm; playground at Nonantum Place, Newton Corner. Land has 
not yet been taken as question has arisen whether to take land by eminent domain or 
lease it. The Commissioner sent Mayor Basbas a memo asking if we should plan leader
ship at this area for the summer and he advised us to do so. The Commission had voted 

I this land taking until an Urban Renewal plan was approved. Recommendation >.Jill have to 
be made to provide fencing for protection of property and children. 

10. College a.':ld Hieh Sc.'oool Hark Study personnel funded by Federal Government for pro
grams with Hecreation Department Has discussed. This program is being coordinated by 
Nr. Thomas Hargadon, Ass 1t. to the Hayer, Capt. vlalker, formerly with the Police De
partment and Nr. Fletcher of the School Department. Some youngsters will be used in 
the Planning Department to do survey work: one in the Purchasing Depart~ent. Those 
to be used in the Recreation Department will conduct programs for preschool youngsters 
at Nemorial and Davis School and special story tellinv and dramatic prograx. Regular 
playground personnel ;10 uld not be involved in any of these pro grams. 

11. Youth Center SU'll.mer schedule was discussed. Hr. Pen.':ley has ret with me,bers of 
the Youth Center committee who >;auld like a Youth Center continued for the summer. A 
tentative decision was made by this group that the program be continued Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings during July and August at the summer \clarren Jr. High. 1rle only pay 
Custodial fees, but if program is extended the Recreation Department <JoulcJ. have to re
quest additional money for these services. Hay or is in a['reement wi t'c! this. This 
group is still trying to get their own building for a Youth Center and }1ayor is turn
ing the matter over to Community Relations Committee. Hr. Penney is on the Advisory 
Board Community Relations Commission. 

12. All sports leagues, softball, baseball and basketball are being scheduled. 

13. The Co~~~ssioner reported on the progress of the Sailing Program at Crystal Lake. 

I Suggested that it oriGinate as an instructional program by the Red Cross similar to 
the instructional prosra-o in mlimming. This program should develop so people can 
take their boats out after they have passed instruction by the Red Cross. Four (4) 
Boats have been ordered by the Recreation Department for this program and ..rill be 
stored under the Crystal Lake bathhouse. Hr. Champagne is sending an instructor to 
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Hed Cross Small Crafts School to trcin for this program. Lights are being installed 
on a time clock so area •Jill be lighted year round. This proved very successful last 
year in curtailing vandalism. 

14. Mr. Selden asked if Com~ssioner had heard anything about Citv Infirmary land 
since the School Department have rescinded their request. Our original request to the 
Nayor uas that this land be turned over to the Recreation Department but to date nothing 
has been heard. Nr. Selden was designated to contact the Hayor about the City Infirmary 
land. 

15. !1rs. 'v!est requested the Commissioner to ask the Nayor 1-rhat has been done on Park 
Commission personnel proposed change. 

16. llr. Penney asked the Commission if they have ever been approached to have Jlodel 
Airplane flying on playgrounds. He was informed that they had, but had voted it a 
nuisa'l.ce and a hazard. Hajor objection was noise. };ew engines have now been de
veloped which are much quieter it has been reported to Commissioner Penney. The Com
mission agreed that the original vote 1-Jill stand and Hodel Airplane flying i·Jill not 
be allO>Ied on any playground. 

l·ieeting adjourned at 10:30 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 

I 

I 

I 
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MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION ~~;EETING 
HElD MONDAY EVENING, JOO 20, 1966 

Present: Messrs. Copp, Selden, Shaw, Penney and Mrs. Smith 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Mr. Penney reported that Building Commissioner Burns is planning a dedication 
ceremony of the Harry Gath Memorial Pool on Friday, June 24, 1966 at 11:30 A.M. 
All members of the Co~mission are invited to attend. Mr. Copp suggested that May-

291 

or Gibbs, members of the Gath fanily and members of the Mayor's Advisory Committee 
be invited to this dedication. Mr. Selden suggested that some landscaping be done 
around the pool. The Commissioner agreed that evergreens could be planted in cer
tain areas. ~!r. Copp felt after dedication pool should be open to the public free 
of charge immediately after ceremony. Permits will be sold at City Hall, Crystal 
Lake and Gath Pool. Sale will not be limited to City Hall. 

Commissioner's report for the month of May was distributed to members present 
and reviewed. Baseball, Softball and Basketball Programs are going very well. 
Night lighted basketball courts at Cabot opened on Tuesday evening with a group . 
of ten teams participating. Games will be scheduled for Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings. Mr. Olin, Director of Athletics, Brandeis, has been hired 
to take care of this program. }!r. Copp asked that Mr. Barry be requested to 
determine when lights at Albemarle Softball field should be turned on for games. 
Lights are being turned on when it is still daylight. Attendance figure at 
Cabot as shown on monthly report (10,000) seemed very high. Co~missioner was 

asked to check this figure. 

~~. Penney reported he had a meeting with Mr. Wattendorf, Director of Public 
Welfare, re-- issuing swimming permits for hardship cases in Newton. It was 
decided that Mr. Penney would issue a certain number of adult and student 
tickets to Welfare Department and no record of names or addresses would be 
lept in Recreation Department. Director of Public Welfare would be only one 
to know persons receiving free permits. 

The Commissioner informed the Commission that a suitable plaque has been 
placed at the pool which reads: Harry M. Gath Memorial Pool - June 1966. 

Mr. Penney reported that he and Mrs. West had met with Ald. Hopkins to dis-
cuss his plans for improving Burr Playground and making it more adaptable 
for Bigelow Jr. High School needs. The Commission felt that Burr Play
ground could not be improved because of lack of space and that playground 
was adequate for Recreation needs. Mr. Selden moved and Commission voted 
to notify Ald. Hopkins that this problem be taken to the School Department. 
s~nce what we have there meets with our requirements for Recreation. Seconded 
by Mr. Shaw. All present in favor. 

Progress on new playground at Nonantum Place. The Mayor requested the Board 
of Aldermen to approve money for leasing land at Nonantum Place. If money 
goes through leasing arrangement will be up to Legal Department. Rent would 
be whatever taxes would be and lease vauld run for 3 years. Improvements will 
have to be made by Recreation Department - largest item would be erection of 

chain link fence at cost of approximately t2,500.00. Playground would be 
cleaned up, raked and holes filled in. Forestry Dept. may help in this work 

Some equipment would be installed. 
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7. Progress on Fed. Gov 1t financed Work Study program. ~Te are starting ex
perimental Nursery School programs, using college and high school help at 
Memorial arrl Davis Schools. Program has been lined up by Mr. Ford of the 
Work Study Program. 

8. Youth Centre plans: Youngsters decided they did not want any program for 
the surrurer. Program will be resumed in the fall. Mr. Selden expressed 
his feeling that these programs should be held in the schools. 

9. Mr. Selden was designated to arrange with the Mayor to view the lower end 
of the City Infirmary land and discuss plans for developing a playground 
there. 

10. Mayor has reappointed members to the Park Commission for five years which 
has eliminated any plans for merging Recreation and Park Commission for 
the present. 

11. Golf Course land acquisition program. This matter came up since last Rec
reation Commission meeting and the Board of Aldermen passed a resolution 
to acquire the property through the Federal Government of land acquisition 
whereby they pay So% of the cost. Approximately ~151,000.00 - about ~30.00 
a square foot. Coletti Realty wanted to build apartments on this land, but 
this was turned down on June 6th by Board of Aldermen. The Board haven •t 
committed themselves to building a golf course, just acquiring the land. 

12. Mr. Penney reported, he has had several requests for use of lighted soft
ball field at Albemarle for benefit games. Commission agreed to stay with 
their original vote that any teams using lights must pay ~10.00 per hour. 

Executive Session: 

l. Consideration of future use of Victory and Stearns Playground. At the 
May meeting the Commission agreed to go along with Miss Swartz' suggestion 
that leadership would be discontinued at Stearns playground and intensify 
the program at Victory Playground. Mayor sPOke .to.J::.o.mmi.s~~:l,_oner Penney 
about possibility of us declaring Victory Field as surplus rn.-·oroert'o raise 

,.·'fifoney to take care of Cold Spring or make a deal 'with Coletti:-·-Mr~·"Selden 
haos~€J~~.s:t;(id..:triat-Victory Field.''collld.' Pe .. :sold some· t,ime :ago;· 'He felt we 
should <I!1.clare it surplus now. He also suggested we make a survey of what 
~ intfiisarea aiirWh.at the need is. Sometimes a field could become 
obsolescent. Mr. Shaw and Mr. Copp suggested to go along with the decision 
made at the May 9th meeting (item 7) that program at Victory field be inten
sified this summer and Stearns be discontinued -- subject to review of this 
matter in the fall. Mrs. West had expressed her feelings on this rna tter to 
Commissioner Pm ney and is in accord with Mr. Copp and Mr. Shaw at this time. 
Mr. Shaw moved and it was voted to defer action until Co~~ssion is in full 
attendance. ---- ~"·· 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Srni th 
Secretary 

I 

I 

I 
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RECREATION COHNISSION l1EETING HElD 

MONDAY EVENING, SEPT. 19, 1966 

Present: Nessrs. Copp, Selden, Shaw, "lhi tmore, Com'llissioner Penney and Hrs. Smith. 

Observer Present: l".rs. Saul Shapiro, 6o Cedar Street, Newton Centre. - League of 
Women Voters. 

l. Meeting called to order at 7:45 P .H. 

2. ~~nutes of the June 20, 1966 meeting were approved as recorded. Monthly re
ports for June, July and August were distributed to all members present. 

3. The Commissioner reviewed the SlL'111!ler activities. The Gath Pool was opened and 
attendance was very high. It was necessary to have two sessions in the after
noon to take care of' the large number of bathers. l1onday, Wednesday and Friday 
evenings were restricted to adults,, which 'ilas very much appreciated. Nr. Penney 
was greatly pleased with the Staff and the facilities as a whole. Some changes 
will have to be made before the start of another season - such as a change in 
the type of' swirm:Ung permits, turnstyles etc. There was very little vandalism 
in the building. Mr. Murphy, Senior Recreation Supervisor compiled a report 
which was reviewed by the Co~'llissioner. There were 6,917 student permits sold 
at $1.00 - each and 2,330 adult permits at $3.00 each, 730 r,uests Q t.5o, 
14,640 locker rentals 0 10¢ total received $15,736.00 between both facilities. 
This compared to a total sale in 1965 of $6,oco. Revenue more than doubled 
in 1966. 
, 

4. Hr. Penney reported on the new !Jursery School Program at Davis and Memorial 
Schools under the supervision of Mr. Anthony Ford and financed by Federal Funds. 
This was an eight week,progra'11 for pre-school children four and five years old. 
Some three year olds were sent to this school and another year registration will 
have to be handled in such a way as to prevent parents enrolling children who 
are under age. 1\,;o college students <lere hired to conduct this progra"r! at each 
school and six to eight hich school students assisted. There were about 35 to 
40 children attending classes in the morning and about 15 in the afternoon. 
This was a good program and many letters have been received from parents. 

Nr. Arthur Sherwood had charge of another group of youngsters, financed with 
Federal Funds, who worked on landscaping proe;ra'lls and playgrounds and school 
grounds. Projects completed were- painting Cabot Playground fence; trimming 
hedges at Durr Playground. ~tr. Sherwood is a Landscape Gardener, e;raduate 
teaching in the Ne1-rton Schools. We also conducted our playground programs on 
Lincoln-Eliot and Emerson School playgrounds,this summer in cooperationwith 
the School Dept. This was another Federally financed program to help youngsters 
who needed to improve their reading skills. The outdoor activities were coordin
ated with School and recreation personnel. The Program at Emerson was excellent 
but there were problems at Boyd Playground - due to trouble with older boys. 

5. Regular playe;round program was similar to last year. We will have to review 
the attendance figures and decide if we should discontinue supervision on 
some playgrounds another year. }tr. Shaw questioned attendance at Farlow Park. 
It looks as if the decrease in attendance at Farlow was due to opening of new 
Charlesbank Playground at Nonantum Place. The Commissioner was very pleased 
with the program and attendance at Charlesbank Playground. Boyd Playground 
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showed gre~t improvement due to cooperation of the department and the residents 
of this area, 

6. Retarded children's program at Peabody School was very successful again this I 
year. Mr. McCann was no longer in charge of this program, but it was very well 
conducted under the leadership of two college graduates trained in handling 
mentally retarded, plus volunteers. 

7. The summer basketball program under lights at Cabot Park was very successful 
this year. Mr. Whitmore would like to see lir,hted basketball courts in south 
side of city, perhaps Newton Highlands and Auburndale section of the city. This 
project is included in Capital Improvement Program. Lights are only turned on 
when a supervisor is present. Could be converted to a time switch to go on and 
off automatically. 

8. Sailing program at Crystal Lake worked out well. This program will have to be 
changed somewhat if extended another year. This was handled through the Red Cross 
the same as the swimming program at Crystal Lake, The program was limited due to 
the hours worked by the Red Cross Instructor, Another year it might be well for 
the Recreation Department to hire a sailing instructor, We have four boats at 
present time and Commissioner does not recommend buying any more until storage space 
is increased. 

9. Commissioner Penney reported on the following construction projects, 

1, Ball diamonds at Meadowbrook and Oak Hill have been started 

2. Contract has been signed for night lights at Newton South High School 
No progress has been made because contractor is waitinr; for Edison Co, 

3. Construction of ball diamond at Weeks Jr. High is progressing very 
well. Work is heine done by our Maintenance men, 

4. Approval has beenreceived from Mayor Basbas to purchase playground 
apparatus of a sculpture type from Mr. John Hill to be erected on 
the Hawthorn Playground. This will be r;oing to purchasinr; depart
ment for processing soon. 

5. Water line has been put in at Richardson Playground and fence work is 
done. Water line at Auburndale will be put in at Auburndale as soon 
as Water Department can do the work. 

10. l1r. Pmney and Mr. Shaw were appointed delegates to the Community Council to 
serve for one year. The first meeting of the fall season will be held on 
Oct. 20, 1966 at the Second Church, 

11. The Commissioner read a communication from Mayor Basbas and a letter to the 
Mayor from Pal ne r Payne of T.V. and a resident of Albemarle Rd., re - allow
ing Hodel Airplane flying on a part of Albemarle Pla:vrround. The Commission 
had-discussed allowing· model airplane flying on playgrounds at a previous 
meeting and had decided to continue the policy of prohibitinr; airplane fly
inc on any playground, It was voted that if this program could be supervised 
by an adult on Saturday mominrc from 9 A.M. to 12 Noon on a part of Cold 
Spring Playground the Commission would be willing to try out such a program. 

I 

I 
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12. Report on Judo and Indoor Tennis: The Commissioner reported that he and 
Hrs. West met with representatives of the Judo Club. Mrs. West was concerned 
as to hw this club operates. The meeting was very beneficial and both the 
Chairman and Commissioner were satisfied with the way this program is being 
handled. The representatives were told that organizations should give prefer
ence to Newton residents and if it became necessa~ to restrict memberships, 
non-residents would have to be dropped from any such programs. The Newton 
Centre Playground building is used for Judo and a reasonable fee is charged. 
Instructors are non-paid. The parking problem on Tyler Terrace has been 
taken care of as far as the Judo participants are concerned. The Commissioner 
has been given a financial report of expenditures and income and a list of 

members, which proved very satisfactory. 

13. Indoor Tennis Program will start at South High School first week in October 
and Mrs. Thompson has assured the Commissioner that only Newton residents 
will be included as members. At present there are a few hours playing time 
open - (6:00 P.M.) Nr. Penney will check with custodian to see if any time 
is available Sunday afternoons. The School Committee have issued a permit 
for Sunday morning to another tennis club. ~lr. Penney will find out more 
about this group. Mr. Selden felt we should be kept informed as to type of 
waiting list, etc. 

l4. Mr. Penney received a call from National Research Corp. re - employees 
non-residents using our tennis courts. There would be a possibility of 
some courts which are not overly taxed being used at certain hours, but 
it was felt not to sell them permits to use the Newton Centre, Burr or 
Newton High School Courts at peak hours. 

Nr. Whitmore asked Mr. Selden if he has seen Mayor on City Infirmary land, 
H<v or had assured the Recreation Corrmd.ssion that they would be considered 
for part of this land far playground purposes when it was disposed of. 
Mr. Selden will talk to the Hayor aeain about this. The Mayor has indi-
cated he does not want to make a decision at this time. · 

Executive Session: 

Br. Penney distributed a copy of Capital Outlay Projects to each member of 
the Com~ssion and asked they review them and discuss them further at a 
later meeting. 

A letter was read from Sidney Cohen to Mrs. West re- Building of eieht 
tennis courts at Meadowbrook Jr. Hieh. This item was not included in 
Capital Outley Proeram. Letter was also read from Mr. Gilleland to }!r. 
Pratt containing this same request from the School Department for public 
works construction programs on school grounds to be included in Recrea
tion Department budget. The Commissioner reported that vlarren Jr. High 
has eight courts; Bigelow Jr. High use four courts at Burr; Day Jr. High -
no courts; South High School has twelve courts; Newton High School -
9 courts. Eight courts at Meadowbrook is not justified, according to 
Mr. Penney. He feels courts are needed in other areas more than at 
Meadowbrook. South High could give up some courts to Meadowbrook for 
practice. Meadowbrook is using Newton Highlands and Upper Falls courts 
during school session. School Department indicates this installation 
should be incorporated in Recreation Department budget. Mr. Selden 

/ 
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felt this should be School Department responsibility when planning construc
tion of a school. Commission voted to delqr action on this until a later 
date. 

Nr. Whitmore expressed his opJ.mon that spotlight will be focused on Recreation 
Department and Recreation will be a part of year-round school program, 
from 9 to 5. He suggested that a brochure should be printed which would 
acquaint the public with various programs and facilities of the Recreation 
Department. 

Victory Field: At the June Commission meeting it was voted to delay action 
on this mtter until the full commission was in attendance. Hayer Basbas 
was interested in acquiring Victory Field at that time to pave the way towards 
an exchange of some land in Cold Spring. Victory Field has only an eight week 
program in the summer. The Commission voted to delqr any action on this matter 
until the full Commission was in attendance. However, the discussion seemed 
to indicate that the Commission is moving towards a position of declaring 
Victory Field surplus for recreational use. Co~~ssioner Penney asked the 
members to be ready to act and to offer recommendations on this matter at the 
October meeting. 

Next regular meeting will be held on Honday evening, October 17, 1966. 

Heeting adjourned at 10:45 P.l'I. 

RespectfUlly submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 

I 
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RECREATION COMMISSION M~ETING HELD 

MONDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 17, 1966 

Present: Mrs. West, Selden, Mr. Copp, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Whitmore & Mrs. Smith. 

Observers Present: Mr. Henry Myerson, 26 Rice Street, N, Centre - P.T.A, Council 
Mrs. John A. Hasenfus, 15 Ardmore Road, W, Newton-League of 
Women Voters, 

1, Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

2, Minutes of the September 19th meeting were approved as recorded, 

3, Monthly report for September was distributed and reviewed, Mr. Whitmore 
reported that tennis tapes should be replaced at Newton Centre, Cabot & High 
School, The Commissioner would like to assign leadership at Meadowbrook & 
Ward School but we are having difficulty finding available leaders to supervise 
these programs, 

4. Mr. Penney reported that we are in the process of winterizing the Gath Pool 
with the assistance of the Building Department under the direction of Mr. Pesek, 
Consulting Engineer to the Building Commissioner, Mr. Pesek is presently getting 
an estimate from the Paddock Pool Co. to install auxiliary heating in the basement 
to protect equipment which is there, Contractor has work still to be completed, 

5. Warranty under Paragraph VI of Contract C-2824 with Goodhue Enterprises has 
been extended to Jamuary 1, 1967 in order to have the boards on the Crystal Lake 
docks repaired, Contractor has agreed to put new bottom in docks & matter is 
in hands of Legal Dept, Docks, without bottoms are being stored, The Sail boats 
are in storage at Horace Mann School, 

6. New Ball diamonds have been completed at Meadowbrook & Oak Hill Schools. 
Water lines have been put in. Request will be made in 1967 budget for backstops 
since insufficient funds available to buy them in this year's appropriation, 

1. Tennis Court lights are being installed at South High School under super
vision of Goodall Shapiro Associates, Major part of work has been completed, 

Communications: 

A, Letter from Alderman William P. Matthews, Alderman-Ward 4 dated Oct. 15, 
1966 was read, Alderman Matthews expressed his wish to see Neighborhood Swimming 
Pools take priority in the area of Municipal Capital Improvements over Construction 
of a golf course, Mr. Matthews requested a meeting with Mr, Penney to discuss 
increasing the fees charged for admission at Gath Pool. The Commissioner will 
schedule a meeting with Alderman Matthews & report to Commission at a·later date. 
It was noted by members of the Commission that a golf course is likely to be self
supporting and probably even profit making while swimming pools are not, 

B. The Commissioner reminded Mr. Shaw, delegates to the Newton Community 
Council, that the fall meeting would be held on Thursday October 20, at B:P,M. at 
the Second Church in Newton, Topic - "Newtons' Youth - Its Problems, Prospects & 
Prespectives, Moderator: Dr, Charles E, Brown, 
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c. Letter From Bob Mooney, 100 Gardner Street, Newton dated October 4, 1966 

was read. Mr. Mooney expressed his appreciation to the Recreation Dept. for 
the excellent facilities provided for the children & adults at Boyd Playground. 
Mr. Mooney had called a meeting at his home last year which was attended by 
neighbors of Boyd Park, Mr. Penney & Ald. Ball. The neighbors pledged their 
support to have children & adults take better care of facilities insJ,alled on, 

.playground. Cooperation was very good & playground has improved 100% due to 
efforts of Mr. Mooney & neighbors in cooperation with the Recreation Department. 
The. Commissioner will request again for Forestry Dept. to plant three new 
shade trees, which was in our original request for improvements in connection 
with the new parking area. Mr. Penney hopes to inaugurate this method of 
neighborhood cooperation in other areas - namely Hawthorn Playground. 

D. Mr. Penney has accepted an invitation to speak at an open meeting of 
Women Voters of Sudbury on Wednesday evening, October 26, Subject: •Sudbury's 
Recreation Needs - Where Do We Go From Here ?• Speakers will also participate 
in the program from smaller surrounding communities. 

E. The Commissioner received a telephone call from the University of Mass. 
re. - Sandra L. Papeika - a student majoring in Recreation. Miss. Papeika 
is coming tot he Recreation Dept. from Nov. 14 to Jan. 20th. There will be 
no charge to the department & she will commute daily from Marblehead. She 
will have program responsibilities & work with the Supervisors. The Commission 
would like Miss. Papeika to attend their November meeting & upon the comple
tion of her study program here to give us her evaluation of the department 
activities. 

F. Letter from Dr. Edward Landry, Chairman Co~~nity Relations Commission 

I 

was read. Dr. Landry would like cooperation of Recreation Commission in pur- I 
poses & work of the Commission. Mr. Penney is a member of the Advisory'Board. 
The Commission agreed to cooperate but felt we had excellent human relations 
on our playgrounds. Mr. Whitmore felt our ball teams do a great deal to 
promote human relations. Mrs. West felt we should ·withhold any action on 
this until they are more sure of what they represent. 

Old Business: 

A. Indoor Tennis Membership: Mr. Penney has received a list of members 
from Mrs. Thompson, Sec. All members are now residents of Newton & all playing 
time has been allotted, Program is very well run. The only responsibility of 
the Recreation Dept. is furnishing nets to this group. 

Another tennis group uses these courts Sunday mornings & we are waiting 
for a membership list. 

B. Youth Centre Program: - The Commissioner reported program has started 
at Warren Junior High School with a new group of youngsters in charge-taking 
over from last year's session. Attendance was very good'the first night 600-
700. Recreation Dept. pays custodial fees, furnish ping pong, cards, etc. 
Program at Meadowbrook has not been started. 

I 
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C. Edmands Park: We have received many complaints about Edmands Park. 

We do not have the funds to do what we want in this area. There has been some 
question as to jurisdiction - whether Forestry or Recreation Dept. responsibility 
According to the deed the bulk of land was given for park and playground purposes. 
This gives us the right to have control over most of area. We clean periodically. 
Cabot School youngsters have done some clean-up work there. Signs have been 
posted - "No trespassing after dark - Police take notice". Police are powerless 
to apprehend anyone in park if these signs are not ppsted. At the present 
time Mr. Pratt, Director of Public Works if having Mr. Schiavone, a lawyer in
vestigate the deed. We want to know is Colby Rd. could be closed to traffic
what rights Newton College of Sacred Heart to right-of-way-Colby Rd. Do general 
public have right to travel over Colby Rd ? Fire Dept., and perhaps Police, would 
be in·:agreemellt to closing this road. 

Mr. Selden suggested we initiate program there - skiing primarily. Pro
grams should reduce abuse of area. 

Mr. Shaw felt we should close Colby Road and let people protest if they 
object. 

D. The Commissioner has entered into an agreement with Mr. Dunn of the 
Boston Globe promotion department who wanted a sponsor for use of gym in 
Newton on November )rd for pre-season instructional skiing clinic. South 
High School has been reserved as seatihg capacity is 650. This program is 
being publicized by Boston Globe. 

E. Hawthorn Playground play area development is being postponed for 
present. We are having difficulty in obtaining a supplier for type of equip
ment needed. Commissioner may try to have appropriation carried over to 1967. 

Executive Session: 

A discussion was held on turning Victory field over to the Mayor & 
Recreation Dept. forfeiting area as a playground. 

Mr. Selden felt this playground was not essential because of the close 
proximity of Allison, Boyd & Stearns and perhaps a more fruitful area could 
be exchanged where the Recreation Dept. would benefit. Mr. Shaw & Mr. Copp 
were of the opinion that we should have a formal request from the Mayor for 
this land and not just turn it over to the city. 

Mr. Whitmore made the motion that we request a meeting with the Mayor 
at which members of the Recreation Commission would express the desire to 
cooperate and their willingness to make Victory field available for other 
c~v~c use. However we wish to outline to the Mayor factors and problems 
which we feel have a bearing on the recreational programs in that area: 

1. We must have cooperation with the Boy's Club in the use of the 
Allison Playground. 

2. We must have cooperation in securing good facilities for the use of 
the Stearns School as an alternative for the use of Victory field. 

3. We are very concerned about the possibility of future land taking 
in connection with Urban Renewal programs. 
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4. We are very concerned about the possibility of the construction 
of a new Boys Club and facilities funded by the Federal government. 
Commissioner Penney moved that he, Mr. Whitmore and Mrs. West, if she 
wished, discuss this matter with the Mayor. 

Mrs. West: the motion has been made by the Commissioner that he and 
Mr. Whitmore await upon the Mayor to discuss the probelms of Victory field. 
All in favor. Motion is carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 11 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 

I 

I 

I 
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RECREATION CO!!MISSION MEETING HELD 

}IONDAY EVENING, NOVEMBE,'R 21, 1966 

Present: Mrs. Hest, Hessrs. Copp, Selden, Shaw, Hhitmore, Commissioner Penney and 
Mrs. Smith 

Observers: Sandra Papeika, Student at University of Hass.; Mrs. John A. Hasenfus, 
League of Homen Voters. 

1. Meeting called to order at 7:45 F. M. 

2. Hinutes of the October 17, 1966 were approved as recorded • 

3. Monthly report for month of October was distribut~d to all members present. 

4. Alderman Hatthews had sent a letter to Hr. Penney concerning fees charged at the 
Gath pool. Mr. Matthews appeared informally at the Recreation Commission Heeting 

to ask that the< Commission consider charging a modest fee another season for children 
and adults which would be standard for all. (25¢ was mentioned). Some degree of re
sponsibility could be put on children seven years and over who could perform some ser
vice for family and neighbor to earn money. Hr. Matthews made the point that we must 
have more Revenue if we are going to have more pools. The Chairman felt we should con
sider Mr. Hatthews suggestions at a later date. Hr. Penney reported that the pool had 
been winterized and Hr. Pesek had submitted a plan to Mr. Burns to install a heating 
system in the basement. 

5. The Commissioner reported that attendance on drop-in nights (No Dance BRnd) at the 
Youth Senter at Warren Jr. High was very low but had increased during the past month. 

6. Pop ].larner football team have been using Albermarle Playground for night football 
practice two nights a week. They have been charged $10.00/ an hour for two hours an 
evening for the use of the softball lights, payable in advance. Mr. O'Brien, Mainten
ance man, has been working on these evenings. 

7. The leaf picking machine, purchased this year, has been very successful. It has 
cut down on the burning of leaves, which has become a health menace. 

B. The Commissioner reported he has been unable to negotiate for equipment for a 
play area at Hawthorn playground. He will have a plan drawn up for design of area 
by Shurtleff & Merrill, Architects who have done work for Building & School Depts. 
Hayor Basbas has agreed to include the cost for this installation in next year's 
budget since it is too late to encumber in 1966. 

9. Tennis Court night lighting at 
under contract with Mr. Shapiro. 
and Boston Edison Co. to complete 
Boston Edison. 

Newton South High.·School is progressing very well 
Commissioner will get together with Mr. Shapiro 
this work. Mr. Shapiro is working directly witg 

10. Indoor Tennis Club: Mr. Penney has received a membership list from a group, in
dependent of the Newton Indoor Tennis Club, who are using N. South High Courts on 
Sunday mornings from 9 - 12 noon. Mr. Barry, Recreation Supervisor checked member
ship list and found them to be Newton residents. This group obtained a permit from 
the School Department and did not go through the Recreation Department. They pay 
their own cutodial fees. Mr. Penney will try to have them >mrk through the Recrea-
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toin Department and obtain their permit for another year the s~me as the Newton Ten
nis Club and see if this group should be incorporated ;1ith the Newton T.nnis Club. 

11. The Commissioner read a letter from the Sudbury Recreation Commission and League 
of Homen Voters requesting information about our G~th Swimming pool. Mr. Penney had 
addressed this group a short time ago. They are interested in constructing an outdoor 
pool. Mr. Copp felt ~;e should familiarize them with the problems we met with such as 
heating, winterizing etc. so they would not make the same mistakes. Mr. Selden sug 
gested we recommend they request Joe Rogers advice on construction, etc. 

12.1Btter from Paul Walsh, 11 years of age - Hamilton School, Grove St. N. Lower 
Falls was read. Paul and several youngsters requested that provisions be made by 
the Recreation Department for a track for Go-Karts. Mr. Penney was advised by the 
Commission to reply to this letter as follm·JS: J,Je have no plans to build such a 
course. We do not have any funds in the Budget which will permit us to construct such 
a track. Advise them to get in touch with a Super-Market to use black-top area on 
Sundays when market is closed. This is the practice in other places. 

13. Request from Public Building Commissioner Burns for use of an area of Burr Play
ground for storage of material during period of construction of Bigelow Jr. High. Mr. 
Penney talked with Mayor Basbas and Mr. Burns. Contractor is in desperate need to store 
equipment during construction of new Bigelow Jr. High to be started in the spring. Also 
talked to Mr. Gilleland, School Department. Mr. Gilleland assured the Commissioner that 
this is necessary and school reali zes it will be in a difficult position. Area to be 
used will be 50 ft. wide parallel to tennis courts, inside playgound. Mr. Whitmore 
felt - 1. These types of projects last longer. 

2. Contractor is usually slow and tend to expand area. 

Mrs. '\olest: We should have man there so they would not take a larger area. ole would 
want it in writing to restore area to better condition than they found it • Mr. Penney 
told Mayor and Mr. Burns, playground is inadequnte, but people would put up with any 
inconvenience in order to get this school. He recomnended thnt the Commission grant 
the use of an area not to exceed 15,000 sq. ft. of land for the purpose of storage 
of materials during the period of construction of the Bigelow Jr. High School and 
that the area be properly fenced to protect material and provide a safe access to the 
area so that the construction, etc. will not interfere with rest of playground. Re
pair any damage to or disturbance to fence and put back into like new condistion in
cluding the complete returfing of one-half of the playground. Voted - all in favor. 

14. Commission had voted to allow Palmer Payne and his group to use Co1d Spring 
playground on Saturday morning from 10:00 A. M. to 12:00 Noon to try out model air
plane flying. The Commissioner had not heard from Mr. Payne after notifying him to 
that effect. Mr. Penney contacted Mr. Payne and found he has been too busy to start 
program. He is still interested in conducting this program at Albermarle- but was 
informed it would have to go before the Commission before request could be granted. 
Held for later date. 

15. Mr. Penney has had further communications re- conditions at EdmPnds Park from 
the Social Concerns Committee of the Cabot School P. T. A. The Recreation Department 
has put up signs restricting the road through the playground. Curbstones have been 
installed to try to prevent dumping. Police are giving surveillance. Captiin 
Quinn suggested we do not block off the road as this would prevent police from 
patrolling the area. Signs will restrict people from using this road. Copy of 
letter from Cabot P.T.A. was also sent to Mayor. }~. Selden spoke to Mayor Basbas 
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about activating playground with a snnwmRking mochine end n ski slope. He I·WS advis
ed the.t nothing could be done until hi.gh .sch •ol site hod h•en settled. (Which by now 
has been done wi t,hout use of r.ctmends). Suggested r·rojects sh ;nld be set up in 1967 
budget. 

16. Halloween parties Here reviewed. Parties were successful up to High School level. 
There was an increase in attendance in Elementary and Jr. High parties over 196~.-He 
had an increase in receipts from Chamer of Commerce members contributing money. 
Another year >~e will have to have a different approach for the High School party. vJE 
felt it was being handled by High School as in previous years, but it didn't appeal 
this year. A program will have to be worked out 'lith the youngsters, not the faculty, 
so that we are more sure that we ~1ill have a higher attendance. 

17. The motion was made by Mrs. West that the Co~~ission should 'lrite a letter of 
appreciation to Mrs. Tober for her exceptional job in handling the Halloween program. 
11otilim carried. 

18. Miss Sandra Papeika, student from University of Mass. majoring in Recreation ad
dressed the members of the Commission. Miss Pepeika selected Newton to do her field 
work because of its good Recreation Dept. She will be 'lith the Recreation Dept. for 
eight weeks & is being used in leadership at the Sidney Hill, swimming program, Jr. 
High School girls program at Emerson & Memorial School. Mrs. West welcomed Hiss 
Papeika for the Commission & invited her to come back to a Commission meeing at the 
Recreation Department programs. 

19. A new program - 11 Tone-astics 11 , under the leadership of Mrs. Estelle Hilliams 
has started on Tuesday mornings at the Ne>~ton Center Playground building. Mrs. 
Williams is Director of Swimming Program at the Boston Y. M •• C.A. Program is very 
successful and women find program terrific. Hrs. Hilliams hoped to have an evening 
class also but response was very po.or. 

20. Auburndale Playground Building: The Commissioner reported that he, Hayor Basbas 
and Hr. Burns had gone to Auburndale Playground to view the building recently destroyed 
by fire. Hr. Penney & Mr. Burns recommended we build a new building & not try to 
rebuild what we have. Mayor feels he could put $25 ,ooo - 30,000 - 'lith >~hatever 
is recovered in insurance and get this building started at the earlies possible 
time. Mr. Penney have Hr. Burns specifications which had been dra>~n up in 1964 but 
>Jould be basically the same. }lr. Burns is involved in getting some pl~ns and is also 
making good progress with the Insurance Co. to get a substantial recovery. New 
building would be a permanent indoor type 'lith toilet facilities & heating facilities 
for indoor use with an area which could be used as a craft room, game room & storage 
area for maintenance. The Commissioner wi 11 look into a portable type building which 
could be used this winter since ne>J structure could not be started until after first 
of year. Mrs. ".est questioned if new structure would be at same location & Commissioner 
assured her this is best spot. Neighborhood swimming pool has been talked about for 
this location & building could be used for both swimming & skating. Hrs. \-Jest raised 
the question - could we have boating & canoeing at this area? Hr. Penney felt we 
would have to have storage space for such a program & Provisions would not be made for 
the present structure but could be added later. 
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1. The Commission were invited to attend the departments• annual Christmas party 
on l-Ied, Evening, Dec~ 21st at 5:30 P.M. At Dedham Hotel, Needham. 

2, Letter was written to Mayor requesting a meeting with Mrs. West, Mr. "fuitmore 
& Mr, Penney to discuss Victory field. Mayor asked that matter be dropped, 

3. Day Jr. High site was discussed, Mr. Selden, a member of the site committee 
reported that Avery Estate would probably be best spot, Legal Dept. gave a verbal 
opinion to the Commissioner that Avery land was to be used for general recreation 
purposes & if to be used for other than Recreation it could involve either of the 
following: 

1. A release from the heirs 
2, Action by the legislature 

4. Mr, Copp reported that Mr. A. G. Asaff had expressed his wish to attend a 
Recreation Commission meeting & present his plan for a lighted athletic facility at 
the Newton Highlands playground which would include a football & baseball field. Mr. 
Asaff has received the "go ahead" from the Mayor to compile this report, May consider 
including it in the 1967 Budget request, 

Next regular meeting of the Commission will be held Honday evening. Dec, 19th at 
7:45 P, M. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dorothy G, Smith 
Secretary 
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RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD 

MONDAY EVENING, JANUARY 16, 1967 

Present: Mrs. West, Yessrs. Copp, Selden, Shaw, Commissioner Penney & Mrs. Smith 

Observers: Mrs. John A. Hasenfus, League of J.Jomen Voters; Sandra Papeika, Student 
at University of Mass. 

1. Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

2. Minutes of the November 21st meeting were accepted as recorded with the following 
correction under item 10: "this group should operate on the same basis as the 
Newton Tennis Club." 

3. Monthly reports for November & December were distributed to all members presen~d. 

4. Mrs. West reported that the signs on Tyler Terrace read "Road Closed." Should 
read "One Way." He had Street Department make signs & requested permission from 
Police Dept. to put them out on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays. Signs are also 
put out at Bulloughs Pond during skating season. Police Dept. have approved signs 
at this area also. Our men will plow area in front of Newton Centre building 
when there is tobogganing. 

Tonastics class at Newton Centre Playground Building has started again on Tues. 
mornings with an enrollment of eighteen people. 

Due to the fact that we cannot get leaders to supervise coasting at Fessenden 
School we have discontinued our supervision of this hill for this winter. 

5. Mr. Shaw reported a bad spot of erosion at the Pierce School playground between 
the school and the bubbler facing Temple Street. Mr. Penney will have his men 
take care of this. 

6. Mrs. West read a letter from Mr. Burns, re-using part of Burr Playground for storage 
of materials by the contractor constructing the new Bigelow Jr. High. Mr. Penney 
reported the contractor & architect have decided that they will not use the Burr 
Playground. 

7. The Commissioner reported that nothing more has been done to~1ards the construction 
of a new building at Auburndale Playground. The Building Commissioner now feels 
only $4,ooo.oo to $5,ooo.oo will be recovered from the Insurance Co. The Mayor 
has assured Mr. Penney that he ~1ill have an amount in this year's budget for the 
construction of a new building. Originally the Recreation Commission had incor
porated the construction of a new building in the Capital Outlay Program. The 
Commis5ion decided to put this request in the 1967 Budget. 

'_)_'~~.:: 

The Recreation Maintenance men have repaired one-half of the building partially 
destroyed by fire for use during skating. Phone has been installed, stove for 
heating is in use and place for checking skates has been provided. 

8. Letter to the Mayor from Alderman Matthews was read concerning the Auburndale 
building. Mr. Matthews requested that the Commission consider a new building for 
Auburndale and black topping the parking space. 

Mr. Penney acknowledged his letter & advised him that the Commission had in-
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eluded the construction of a new building in their Capital Improvement program 
with top priority, The parking lot was included in the 1966 Budget Request & I 
would be again included in the 1967 request. Ald. Sutherland had requested this 
work be done two year5 ago, 

9, Co~ssioner reported that no action was taken by the Board of Aldermen on 
Alderman Hopkins request for improvements at Burr Playground, 

10, Letter from Mrs. Richard H. Lent, 167 Warren Street, Newton Centre was read, . 
Mrs, Lent requested that Commission consider the construction of safe bicycling 
paths. The Commissioner has been very interested in such a program but Newton 
has no suitable areas to plan such a project, Mrs. Lent was advised that the 
M.D.C, could be considering such a path in the future along the Charles River -
near Quinobequin Road, 

11. Letter from George Wattendorf, Director of Public Welfare, was read, Mr. Wat-· 
tendorf extended his appreciation to the Commission for the swimming permits 
for the Gath Pool - given to him for distribution to some Welfare recipients 
and requested that the same procedure be continued in 1967, 

12. Mr. Penney read a letter from Mr. Robert Kelley, Baseball Coach at Bryant & 
Stratton School for use of a baseball field in Newton for 1967 baseball season. 
The Commission approved that such a permit be issued if a field was available 

13. 

& charge the school $25.00 a game plus any overtime for maintenance if involved, 

Letter from Mr. William Ripley praising the Maintenance Cre~r for their work in 
preparing the toboggan slide at Newton Centre on Christmas Day was read to the 
Commission. 

Letter from Alderman Sacks requesting that tennis courts be constructed at Ward 
School was discussed, Mr. Sacks had a request from the President of the Ward· 
School P.T.A, The Commissioner advised Mr. Sacks that we have had this request in 
our Capital Improvement Program and will include it in our 1967 Budget Request, 
Commission agreed to discuss this matter further at budget time, 

15. Letter dated Dec, 3, 1965 to Mayor from Mr, A,G, Asaff, President of the Newton_ 
Baseball Twilight League was read. Mr. Asaff petitioned the Recreation Commission 
for a Sports Field, preferably at the Newton Highlands Playground, adequately 
equipped with lights for the use of Newton citizens of all ages~ The Commiss~on 
noted not to include this item in the 1966 Budget Request. Could go in the 
Capital Improvement program for 1971. 

16. The Commissioner read a report from Jason Cortell, Biologist, retained to 
control algae growth at Crystal Lake & Bulloughs Pond. The Commission expressed 
their satisfaction.of the work- done by Mr. Cortell & the excellent results 

I 

17. 

since the installation of the aqualator. Mrs. West questioned why the aqualator 
could not be moved nearer to the M.B,T.A. tracks to give more beach space. ~· 
Selden suggested ~1e take the temperature of the water during the swimming season.'\ 
Mr. Penney.said this was decided against because of drop off in that are}~ -
Letter to the Commissioner from Ald, Shea was read, Mr. Penney replied ~o this 
letter & agreed to talk with Mr. Miller, Planning Board, re: land in Newton I 
Corner owned by the Mass, Turnpike Authority. Mr. Shea suggested that this land 
be acquired by the Recreation Department for a children's play area, 
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eluded the constructicm of ~ ""'' building in their c~pit~l Improvement oror;rem with 
top priority. The parking lot was included in the 1966 Budget Request & would be 
again included in the 1967 request. Ald. Suthe.rlend had requested this work be 
done. two years ago. . \. 

\ ' 

9 •. Corr~ssioner reported that no action was taken by the Board of Alcrman on Alerman 
Hopkins request for improvements at Burr Playground. 

\ I 
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10. Letter from Mrs. Richard H.\~nt, 167 Warren Street, Newton Centre was read. Mrs. 
Lent requested that Commission consider the construction of safe bicycling paths. 

' ' The Commisssioner has been very interested in such a program but Newton has no 
suitable areas to plan such a pr,oject. Mrs. Lent was advised' that the 11. D. c. 
could be considering such a path \\·n the future along the Charles River - near 
Quinobequin Road. I . 

/ 
11. Letter from George Hattendorf, Direci(or of Public Helfare, was read. Mr. Wat-

tendorf extended his appreciation to tpe Commission for/the swimming permits for 
the Gath Pool - given to him for distr\bution to some )"lelfare recipients and 
requested that the same procedure be co~tinuted in 1967. 

12. Mr. Penney read a letter from Mr. Robert 'kelley, Ba~ball Coach at Bryant & Stratton 
School for use of a baseball field in Newtbn for ll67 baseball season. The Com
mission approved that such a permit be issu~d if p. field was available & charge the 
school $25.00 a game plus any overtime for maintenance if involved. 

13. Letter fran Mr. Williarn Ripley praising the J.~· tenance Crew for. their work in 
preparing the tobaggan slide at Newton Centre Christmas Day was read to the 
Commission. 

14. tetter from Alderman Sacks requesting that ennis courts be constructed at Hard 
School was discussed. Mr. Sacks had a req · st fro the President of the l-Iard School 
P. T. A. The Commissioner advised Mr. .sac s that w have had this request in our 
Capital Improvement Program and will incl de it in o r 1967 Budget Request. Com
mission' agreed to discuss this matter fu her at budg t time. 

15. Letter dated Dec. 3, 1965 to 11ayor from .r. A. G. Asaff President of the Newton 
Baseball Twilight League >Jas read. Mr. Asaff petitioned the Recreation Comnission 
for a Sports Field, preferably at the N wton Highlands Pl yground, adequately 
equipped with lights for the use of NeH on citizens of all ages. The Commission 
noted not to include this item in the 966 Budr,et Request. Could go in the 
Capital Improvement program for 1971. 

16. The Commissioner read a report from Uason Cortell, Biologies , retained to control 
algaw groNth at Crystal Lake & Bulla ghs Pond. The Commission expressed their 
satisfaction of the work - done by I r. Cortell & the excellent esults since the 
installation of the aqualator. Mr • Vlest questioned why the aw alator could not 
be moved nearer to the M.B.T. A. t acks to give more beach space Mr. Penney said 
this was decided against because f drop off in that area. Mr. elden suggested 
we take the temperature of the w er during the swimming season. 

17. Letter to the Commissioner fron Ald. Shea was read. Mr. Penney replied to this 
letter & agreed to talk >~i th Hr. Hiller, Planning Board, re: land in Newton Corner 
owned by the Mass. Turnpike Authority. Mr. Shea suggested that this land be acquired 
by the Recreation Department for a children's play area. 
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1 B. Mr. Penny reported that Mrs. West had contacted his about Newton Rec-
reation Dept. displaying an exhibit at "Winterfest" to be held at the I 
Ware Memorial - Prudential Center, Boston from Feb, 29. Mr. & Mrs. 
Benjamin Shattuck are Chairman of this program, Mr. & Mrs. Toher & Mr. 
Ralph Hamilton are assisting the Commissioner in developing the exhibit. 

19. Miss Sandra Papeika, Student At University of Massachusetts, majoring 
in Recreation, addressed the Commission. Miss Papeika reported on 
her findings while doing intern work in Newton for seven weeks, Miss 
Papeika was high in her praise of the programs conducted by the Rec
reation Dept., a~d was especially· impressed with the cooperation be
tween the School & Recreation Departments which avoids duplication of 
programs. Excellent program at Sidney Hill for Retarded Children & 
Senior Citizens program was handled very well. Miss Papeika suggested 
that more programs for young couples was needed. 

Executive Session: 

The CommisGioner presented the findings of the Frank A, Day site 
Committee. The Committee considered five locations of the new 
school site with the following locations as the most probable: 

1. Avery Land (most likely) 
2. Fessenden land 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G. Smith 
Secretary 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

TO: Members of the Newton Recreation Commission 

FROM: John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 

DATE: February 1, 1967 

1. Because of a conflict with the time a·railable to 3et up the "\-linter
fest" exhibit at Was Memorial Auditorium in·B~sotn, the regular meeting of 
the Newton Recreation Conll'nission cannot be held on the evening of Honday, 
February 20th. I am proposing now that we meet on the same date but at 
8:30 A. M. sharp for a morning meeting. If this >larks out well, I would 
recommend t '1at we seriously consider meeti"'( regularly in the morning as 
d·>es the Redevelopment Authority, special study committees, etc. If you can
not meet at the a bove date and time please contact me as soon as pos-
sible, and other arrangements will be made if necessary. 

2. At the next meeting of the Commission I will recommend and move the 
following proposals concerning land use: 

a. That the Recreation Commission accept the recommendations of the 
Day Jr. High School Site Committee, and release three acres of 
the "Avery" land for the construction of the new school; and 
notify the Mayor ~nd Board of Alderman that >re are in agreement 
with all the Site Committee's recommendations. 

b. That the Recreation Commission declare Victory Field surplus 
for recreation purposes and recommend to the Mayor and Board 
of Alderman that uts status be changed to g~neral municipal 
and that the playground at the old Stearns School be re
~rtivated this su~er as a playground for children under 
twelve. That teenage ~?irls be allowed. to use Stearn." nlay
ground if they are baby-sitting or helpful to the leaders. 
That the permission for the Boys Club to use Allsion·Field 
be condi+ioned that they accept any boys from the Stearns 
area from 12 to 15 years of age in their program·(subject 
to reasonable disciplinary procedures.) That the Stearns 
Playground be developed for the use of younger children 
with the idea that a portion of this area >lill be retained 
for this purpose even if the "chool Department should abandon 
its use of the area in the future. 

c. That the Recreation Commission declare the River Street 
Playground surplus for Recreation purposes as soon as the 
new Burr School Playground is avail able for use, and recom
mend to the Hayer and Board of Aldermen that its status be 
cha~ed to general municipal purposes. 

d. That the playground program at Hurray Road School and River 
Street Pla·rgronnds be abanrloned and transferred to the new 
Burr School Playground as soon as it i~ available for use. 



e. That the use of West Ne<rton Cornrnon be studied in relation to. 
the affect of the neu Burr School Playground with an eye to the 
possible changing of its use, development, or status. 

f. That the Recreation Commission recommend to the Mayor ahd Board 
of Alderman that the vacant land in the Cold Springs playground 
area needed for the construction of the proposed golf cours e 
be purchased' by the city even if federal funds for this purpose 
are not available, 

g, That the Recreation Commission recommend to the Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen that trederal funds be sought for the acquisition of the 
so-called "Ginsburg" land behreen Auburndale Playground and flowed 
meadow. 

3. At the next meeting of the Commission I will'recommend that considera
tion be given to the following changes regarding swi~ming fees: 

a. That the season permit fee for Newton residents be raised from $1 
to $5 for students and from $3 to $10 for arlults. That the 50¢ 
individual swim fee be retained for both stndents & adults, 

b. That morning sessions Monday through Saturday at both Crystal Lake 
and Gath Pool be free to all comers, but that those taking swim 
lessons be given priority over general swi~~ers during these free 
p~"riods. 

c. That season permits again be distributed free of charge through the 
Welfare Dept. 

I 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

RECREATION COMMISSIO~ l'EETING HELD MONDAY MORNING 
FEBRUARY 20, 1967 

Present: Mrs. \-lest, l'essrs. Copp, Selden, Shaw, Whitmore, Commissioner 
Penney, and Mrs. Smith, Secretary 

Observers: Mrs •. :ohn A. Hasenfus, League of Women Voters 

1. 

" •• 

Minutes of the January 16·; 1967 meeting were acce pted as recorded. 

Monthly report for the month of January was distributed to all members 
of the Commission. Mr. Penney will check attendance figures at Youth 
Center which were omit1ed from January report. Attendance figures for 
coRSting at !Iewton Centre playground would be checked as figure submitted 
seemed very low. Competitive games are played with surrounding cities 
and towns. Commissioner reported that Pee Wee hockey has been progres
~ing very well. 

Mrs. West visited the "Tone-as tic" class at Newton Centre Playground. 
She reported Mrs. Hilliams is doing an excellent job ;rith this program. 

J. Auburndale Playground Building: The Commissioner reported that Mayor 

4. 

"· 

has approved $30,000 in the Building Department budget for a new.building 
at Auburndale Playground. Mr. Penney has had some correspondenc e with 
Mr. Burns, Building Commissioner as to type of building to be constructed 
but we are limited because of amount approved. Building will be similar 
to one which has been there but will be made of cement blocks ;nth per
manent heating and toilet facilities. Approximately same location. In
stalling water line will create a problem as present line runs along 
ground uhich lis all right .for sum:ner but not deep enough to avoid frost 
in the >rinter. 

Mr. Penney reported that the Recreation Department exhibit for "Hinterfest" 
will be set up on Tuesday, February 21st. The program will open on Wednes
day, February 22nd at the War Memorial, Prudential Center, Boston and run 
through February 26th from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 P. M. Mrs Hest urged the 
Commission members to attend the exhibit. 

New Business: 

a. Mr. Penney read a request from Northeastern University for the use 
of four or five tennis courts in Newton mornings-Monday through Friday 
from 9 - 1 P. M. during the month of May. Tennis courts at Northeastern 
are being resurfaced. The Commissioner felt that t.wo courts at Hawthorn 
ahd two courts at Cahot could be offered for their use. Also Newton Up
per Falls and Newton Highlands could be made available. Because of use 
by >rorkers during lunch hour, the time available to N. U. Falls should 
stop at 12:00 noon. Practically all other courts are used by schools 
during this tine. The Commission instructed Mr. Penney to inform Profes
sor Walker to this effect. 

b. A report of Operational Costs at Gath Pool and Crystal Lake together 
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with a summary of Receipts and Expenditures for Summer Season 1966 were Ill 
distributed to the Commission. A discussion followed on the fee to be 
charged at these areas for the coming season and the type of permits to 
be used, Mr. Selden suggested that a wrist band type of permit be use~ 
with different colors of male a.nd female and varying colors denoting 

various ages of children, Mr, Copp feels coin operated machines would 
have its advantages, Mr. ~~itmore reco~mended a more modest increase than 
the one suggested by the Commissioner's report. 

}lr, Penney has requested an opinion from Hr. Jones, City ::iolicitor as 
to how an increase in fees could effect the cities liability in case of 
accidents, Hr. Jones has not yet ruled on this report. The CommissiQn 
voted to discuss this matter of fees, etc, at the regular March meeting. 

c. A request from the School Department (Mr. Gilleland) fer parking of 
twenty-five cars on the Burr Playground by teachers of the school during 
the construction of the new Bigelow Jr. High School was read, The area 
requested in back of the Playground building, an unpaved area adjacent 
to playground equipment, These swings, etc, are used by young children 
of pre-school age brought to the playground by their mothers at all 
hours of the day. The"playground leaders are not allowed to park in 
this area because of the danger to younf'sters passing through, plus the 
small parking space available, It was noted that Mr. Penney write a 
letter to Mr. Gilleland refusing this request, 

6, Mr. Penney requested the members of the Co~~ission to contact him 
before Saturday, February 25th if they had any comments on the Annual 
Budget request, The eommission were asked to b~ present.at 9100 A.M. 
on Saturday to go before the Finance Committee of the Board of Aldermen, 

A special executive session meeting of the Committee will be held on 
Thursday evening, •·•arch 2nd at 7:30 P, M, on the Recreation De;cartment 
office, City Hall, to consider the Day Jr, High site .cof'mittee recom
mendations, and other matters affecting recreation lands, 

The regular monthly meeting will be held on Thursday morning, March 
20th at 8:00A.M. The Commission agreed they would try holding regular 
meetings in the morning and see how it would work out, 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy G, Smith 
Secretary 

Ill 

Ill 
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MINUTES - SPECIAL MEETING 

1/E'IITON RECPEATION COMI!ISSION - MARCH 21 1967 

Present: Mrs, Worthing West, Chairman 
Hr•. T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Alan Shaw 
H01oard Whitmore, III 
John B, Penney, P.ecreation Commissioner 

Convened - 7:40 P. M, 

1. Consideration of the F, A, Day 5ite Committee report. During this 
discussion Mr. Copp expressed dissatisfaction with that part of the. 
report dealing with the acquisition of private property. Mr, Selden moved 
and Mr. Penney seconded that the report of the site committee be accepted, 
Voted to accept the report carried 6 - 0 in favor. Mr. Whitmore wanted 
to be officially recorded as expressing his deep concern about the 
taking of homes and recommends to the Mayor that the taking of lots 24, 
25, 26, mentioned in the reoprt 1 should await such tine as the present 
owners voluntarily express a desire to relinquish their propert:r. Mr. 
Shaw and Mr. Copp expressed themselves in agreement with Mr. Whitmore 
in this opinion. 

Mr. Ccpp moved and Mr. Selden seconded that the Recreation Commissioner 
inform the Mayor of the vote of the Conmission regarding the F, Al Day 
Site Committee Report together with the concern expressed by the three 
members regarding land takings, Voted 6 - 0 in favor, It ~las agreed 
that the actual transfer of property to the School Department of 
the approximately three acres needed for the school site would have to 
await the preparation of an official site plan delimiting the boundary 
lines involved, 

2. Consideration of the reco~~endation of the Recreation Commissioner 
as follows: 

(That the Recreation Commission declare Victory Field surplus for 
recreation purposes a.nd recommend to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen that 
its status be changed to general municipal purposes. That the play
ground at the old Stearns School be reactivated this summer as a play
ground for children under twelve, That teenage girls be allowed to use 
Stears playground if they are babysitting or helpful to the leaders, 
Than the permission for the Boys Club to use Allsison Field be conditioned 
that they accept aby boys from the Stearns area from 12 to 15 years of 

age in their program (subject to reasonable disciplinary procedures,) 
That the Stearns Playground be developed for the use of younger children 
with the idea that a portion of this area will be retained for this 

·· pDrpose even· if the School Department should abandon its use of the area 
in the future.) 

Mr. Whitmore moved and Mr. Selden seconded that this recommendation of 
the Recreation Commissioner be accepted. Vote h-2 in favor. Voting 
affirmative: Mrs, West, Mr. Penney, Mr. Selden, Mr. W.1itmore, Voting 

3f;r' 
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opposed: Mr. Copp and Mr. Shaw. Mr. Shaw expressed the opinion that 
the release of this land 'should ·await a specific recpest for its use for 
some other civic function rather than releasing it now prior to any 
plan!'led use. 

I-I 3. Consideration of two recommendations of the Recreation Commissioner 
as follows: 

"That the Recreation Commission declare the River Street Playground 
surplus for Recreation purposes as soon as the new Burr School Playground 
is available for use, and recommend to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
t'1at its status be changes to e;eneral municipal purposes." 

That the playground program at Murray Road School and River Street 
Playgrounds be abandoned amd transferred to the new Burr School Play
ground as soon as it is availabel for use. 

Mr. Copp moved and Mr. Selden seconded that these two recommendations of 
the Recreation· Co missioner be accepted. Motion carried 6 to 0 in favor. 

b. Consideration of the recommendation of the Recreation Commissioner 
as follows: "That the use of West Newton Common be studied in rela
tion to the affect of the new Buur ·School Playground Hi th an eye 
to the possible changing of its use, development, or status." 

Moved by Mr. Selden and seconded by Mr. Shaw that this recommendation of 
the Recreation Commissioner be accepted. It was noted·that this recom
mendation does not commit the Commission to any action, but merely alerts 
cur attention to this area. Motion carried 6-0 in favor. 

S. Consideration of the recommendation of the Recreation Commi,sioner 
as follows: 11That the Recreation Commission recommend to the 
Hayor and Board of Aldermen that the vacant land in the Cold Springs 
playgrounn area needed for the construction of the proposed golf 
course be purchased br the city even if federal funds for this 
purpose are not available. 11 

Moved by Mr. Selden ann seconded by Mr. Shaw that this recommendation 
of the Recreation Com:nission be accepted. Motion carried 6-0 in favor. 

6. Consideration of the recommendation of the Recreation Commissioner 
as follows: "That the Recrea'ion Commission recommend to the Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen that federal funds be sought for the acquisition 
of the so-called Ginsburg land between Auburndale Playground and 
flowed me ado~'." 

Moved by Mr. Shaw and seconded by Hr. 1\'hitmore that this recommendation 
of the Recreation Co~~ission be accepted. Motion carried 6-0 in favor. 

7. Mr. V.'hi tmore moved that the Conunission reaffirm to the Mayor their 
very strong interest in the desiv,nation of the former City Infirmary land 
for Recreation Purposes. Hr. Selden seconded this motion. notion car
ried 6-0 in favor. 

It was agreed by the Commission that the above recommendations for land 
use be sent to the !1ayor under a covering letter indicating how the 
Co~~ission had reviewed many of the Recreation Department's needs and 
regarding land use patterns in terms of changing needs, population 
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changes, changing recreational interests, etc. 

B. Consideration of revising the fee schedule for swimming at Crystal 
Lake and Gath Pool for 1967 season. The Recreation Commissioner's 
original suggestion that season permit fees be raised to $".00 for 
students and $10.00 for adults was seen as too drastic an increase 
during the discussion. After a discussion of various al ternat i.ved 
including the use of coin turnstiles it was finally moved by Mr. Selden 

and seconded by Mr. Penney that the 1967 season swim permit be raised 
from $1.00 to !\;) .O::J for students through hig1; school and the adult 
permit be raised from $).00 to $).00 Motion carried 4 to 2 in favor. 
Mr. Coop and Mr. Shat< voted in opposition. 
Mrs. West suggested that the practice followed in 1966 of distributing 
free season permits to needy Newton families through the Public 
Welfare Department be continued this year; and that all Newton residents 
65 years and older be given season permits free of charge upon request. 
These suggestions were adopted as Commission policy by acclamation. 

Mr. Selden suggested that the Recreation Department issue wrist tags 
this season instead of cards for season permits, and that designation 
in four different colors for control purposes be used if this was found 
practical. This suggestion was adopted as Commission policy. 

9. The Commission voted to set a 1967 season permit fee of $1.00 for 
students and $3.00 for adults for tennis permits for the use of the clay 
courts where an attendant is on dnty to make reservations and control use. 

Meeting ad.iourned 10:20 P. M. 
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Convene: 

Pres~nt: 

Absent: 

NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF ¥.EETING 1-!AECH 20, 1967 

8:00 A.M. 

Mrs. Worthing L, Hest, Chairman, Alan Shaw, ,Joseph Selden, Howard Hhit
more III, John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner 

T. Frank Copp 

1. Minutes of the February 20th regular meeting and the March 2nd special meeting 
approved. 

2. Commissioner Penney reported that the Mayor had received our letter of March 
luth outlining the recomrnendations concerning land use made at the March 2nd 
Cormnission meeting.· His first reaction was to send each of these recormnendations 
along to the Board of Aldermen as separate items on the docket. However, he has 
since informed Commissioner Penney that he is holding the letter,· and will only 
take action of the F·A.Day site rna ter at present. Mr. Selden was delegated to 
talk further with the Mayor as to his reaction to our letter of recorrmtendations. 
Commissioner Penney· will check with the City. Solicitor to see what further action 
is necessary concerning the Commission's recommendations about Victory Field and 
River Street Playground. 

3. The revised January and February monthly report of activities and maintenance 
were presented. 

u. The budget cuts made by the Finance Co~~ittee were reported by the Co~~issioner 
as follows: 

BUDGET CUTS BY FIN~NCE COI-1MITTEE 

60-0 Recreation Program-

Supervisory Staff 
(crafts, tennis, night 
tennis, baseball) 

Swim Staff 
Skating Staff 
Basketball Staff 
Neighborhood Staff 
Summer Playground 

Total ••• 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Other (dues f: trophies) 

Allowed by 
Mayor 

~ u,46o.oo 
37,390.00 
7,050.00 
6,luu.t"Jo 
u,776.oo 

1Ju,OOO.OO 
---T8,82o.oo 

13,805.00 
(Police - 1,300.00) 

10,500,00 

700.00 

Allowed by Finance 
Committee 

$ 3,500,00 
35,000,00 
6,500,()() 
5,500,00 
u,ooo.oo 

u1,o0o.oo 
117~500,00 

12,000.00 
9,Soo.oa 

500.00 

Cut 

$ 960.00 
2,390,00 

550.00 
6uu.oo 
776.00 

3,000.00 
8,320.00 

1,805.00 
1,000.00 

200,00 
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60-1 Maintenance Recreation Areas-Exclusive 

Personnel-

Contractual 

Supplies 

Allm<ed by 
Mayor 

Time anrl r.onstruction Clerk- out 
Slight reduction for snow removal 

$ 18, 900,00 

($500,- power $ 500,- repairs) 

19,300.00 

Allowed by Fin~~ce 
Committee 

$ 17,900,00 

18,000.00 

60-2 Care & Alterations of School Playgrounds & Athletic Fields-

Contractual 

Supplies ($800,- repain 

8,900,0() 8,000,00 

100,00 rental equip,) 4,000,00 
h,5oo,oo 

60-3 Extended Use of Schools- 17 1 000,00 10,500,00 
(will mean request additional) 

Cut 

$ l,ooo.oo 

1,300,00 

9aa,oo 

soa.oo 

I 

5. The Commissioner read a memo from Mr. Greenblatt of the City Solicitor's office I 
regarding the effect of charging fees for S>Iimming on the govermental immunity 
as follows: 

Matt B. Jones has asked me to write you concerning your memorandum 
of February 15, 1967 relative to the proposed fee schedule for 
Newton's municipal swimming areas, specifically with regard to 
the effect of a raise in fees on NeHton' s govermenral immunity. 
In perhaps the leading case on the subject which incidentally 

involved fees at a municipa; public bath house, the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts stated that "the comparatively 
insignificant element of income received did not affect the 
dominating public character of the enterprise, and did not 
render the city liable for the torts of public officers and ser
vants in performing such public duty." 

In accordance with the decision in .that case and numerous other 
cases, I would be of the opinion that the proposed raise in fees 
would not affect our governmental i~~unity as long as the cost 
of operation remains higher than the income received from fees. 

6, Commissioner.Penney reported that city-wide elections were held to elect 
representatives to a Youth Council. This new group is just getting underway 
and will still be working with Judge Yesley's committee. The Warren Youth 
Center has been temporary closed down until the new group gets it reorganized, 

I 
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7, Commissioner Penney presented a request from the Community Relations 
Commission to send delegates to the seminars on April 3, 4, 5th. Mrs, West 
will be a delegate on April Jrd and Mr. ~lhitmore and Mr. Selden will a ttend 
on April 5th and perhaps April 4th. Mr. Penney Hill attend as a resource 
person on April )rd. 

8, A letter to the Mayor from a Hodel Airplane Club seeking to use Allison 
Field (which he had sent to the Commissioner for comment) was discussed. 
The Commission commented that the group was located in Brighton and why 
didn't theu use the M,D,C. reservation along Nonantum Road. 

9. 11r. Penney reported that the Massachusetts Recreation Society ·Annual Board·· 
Members Dinner was scheduled for the Ramada restaurant on Soldiers Field Road 
with Lt. Gov. Sargent as speaker. The Commission members agreed that the 
Commissioner send a suggestion to the committee recommending that people from 
different cities and towns be seated together, 

10. Mr. Penney reported that he and the Recreation Supervisors were working 
with Hr. Huston ar.d Hiss Breivogel, School Physical Education Supervisors, 
to set up a plan for full use of school buildings in cooperation with P,T.A.•s 
and students from Northeastern-Bouve and Boston University-Sargent schools of 
Physical Education and Recreation, 

11. Mr. Penney reported that he and the Supervisors would be attending a 
conference in Andover on "Youth in the Suburbs" on March 28th. 

12, Discussion of fees for use of lighted tennis courts. Mr. Penney reported 
v·:ellesley' s fees schedule, Voted: to set a fee of $10,00 for season pass and 
$1.00 per hour for use of lighted courts at Newton South High School, An 
attendant will have to be hored to handle reservations of the courts on 
similar fashion to clay courts at Newton Centre. 

13. Next meeting of Commission set for 8:00A.M. April 17th, Mr. Penney will 
send reminders of this meeting and the April 21st di~~er, 

7 I •j ,.!) 
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Convene: 

Present: 

NEWTON RECREATION COM'1ISSION 

MINUTES OF MEETING MAY 15, 1967 

8:GJ A.M. 

Mrs. Worthing L. West, Mr. Alan Shaw, Mr. Fran!' CQpp 1 Mr. Howard vihitmore, 
Mr •. Joseph Selden, Mr. ,John B. Penney, Recreation Commissioner. 

Minutes of the M~ch 20th meeting were read and discussed. 

Mr. Selden reported that the Mayor had told him verbally the following: That 
the Tnfirmary land would not be used for anything other than recreation while 
he was Mayor, and he intended to turn it over for Recreation use before his term 
of office ended. The Mayor is not ?Ding to recommend anything but the minimun of 
land taking to build the new Dav Jr. High School •. The Mayor intends to take no 
action on Victory Field because of the conditions relating to use of Stearns and 
Allison which were included in our recommendation concerning Victory. 

It was agreed by the Commission to go ahead with plans to use Stearns this 
summer instead of Victory (even though the District Supervisor Miss Swartz 
believes that Vistory makes a better playground) •••• 

Mr. Penney reported that the School Department had turned over to the Recreation 
office the request for both the Ne•··ton Indoor Tennis Club and the Ne;;ton Tennis 
Associates to use Newton South High School gyms for indoor tennis. Since N.I.T.C. 
does not wish to play on Sundays, and' the N. T .A. meets Sunday mornings they do not 
conflict; and since the N.T.A. contributes to the expenses incurred by N.I.T.C. in 
marking the gyn floor periodically they see no need to incorporate the two groups 
together. It was agreed to issue the permits again with the proviso that they pay 
their own custodian costs and restrict membership to Newton residents as in the 
past. Mr. Selden said he would like to 'moH if there is still a waiting list. 

Mr. Penney reported that he had been informed by the School Department that 
time and l,c; pay t<ill have to be paid for school custodians retroactive to February 
1st. Mr. Penney was authorized to petition the Mayor and Board of Aldermen for 
additional funds to cover this cost. 

Mr. Penney read a memo from Mr. Burns, Public Building Commissioner stating 
that the sewer and water connections for the proposed ne1v building at Auburndale 
would cost an additional $15,000 above the $30,000 approved for construction and 
requesting that I petition for additional funds. The Commission authorized Mr. 
Penney to petition the Mayor and Board of Aldermen for these additional funds. It 
was pointed out that our original capital bndr;et request for $50,000 go into 
account to cover this possible cost. 

!1r. Penney reported that another proposal had been made to make a portion 
of the Burr Playground into a parking lot during construction of the Bigelow Jr. 
High School. At a meetinr of the traffic Commission, Mr. Penney opposed this 
unless there ;ms determined to be a public safety problem or a burdensome policy 
problem involved. Mere convenience of the teachers and construction workers or 
to a-raid parking on neighboring streets was not sufficient reason to deny children 
the play space. The Traffic Cor.mission has adopted another plan which does not 
call for use of Burr Playe;round for off-street par<ing. 



Mr. Penney reported that unusual pressure from the neighborhood on the Mayor's 
office had forced him to cancel permit of Bryant & Stratton team use of Lincoln 
Playground, Thic may force a reexamination of the Commission policy of allowing 
B, U, to use Auburndale diamond although no coMplaints have been had from there, 
Mr, Shan pointed out that the original granting of the use to B. U, was to be· of 
a temporary nature until their new diamond was constructed, 

Mr. Penney read a letter concerning the High School dance for Halloueen, 
which is included below: 

TO:Paul GoldMan, President P.T.A., N,H,S, 
Hilliam !lerwitz, President P.T.A,, N,S,H,S. 
David Hirsberg, President N.H.S,, Student Council 
Stephen Lampert, President N, S,H,S,, Student Council 
Richard 1r/, Mechem, Principal, N, H,S, 
Hilliam D, Geer, Principal, N,S,H,S, 

Gentlemen: 

Since the closing of the Totem Pole !Iall at Norumbega Park in 1963, 
the Newtnn Halloween Committee has had great difficul ty in planning and ~~nducting 
a succesful Halloween dance for high s"'oo8l students, 

In the spring of 1964 a committee of students and faculty from both high 

I 

schools met with us, and it was decided not to hold any dance fn 1964, This was I 
done, but the lack of a dance Has decried by students and PTA representatives and 
the public that fall, In 1965 a dance was planned wit~ student representa.tives 
from both schools and held at the Sidney Hill Country Club, with ~.n attendance of 
746. This same format in 1966 attracted only 331 students. Discussions Hith sm-
dent~ and facnl ty at both hirh schools this spring has shown continuing lack' of 
interest on the part of both students and faculty representatives, 

Therefore, at a recent evaluation meeting of the Halloween Committee, it was 
decided that due to the a>Jparant lack of interest by students, lack of enthusiasm 
about the need for a Halloween dance by faculty, and financial loses suffered by 
the Newton Recreation Department and Ha1loween Comroittee Fund no further plans 
will be made to conduct a Halloween Dance for high school students by the Halloween 
Coll'.mittee, However, the Halloweed Committee stands ready to assist and cooperate 
with plans for such a party provided that there is a genuine interest shown by 
the students and that. the PTA initiates and assumes responsibility for the success 
of the pasty, as is the case with all other parties at the elementa~J and junior 
high levels. 

This letter is being sent to student government, faculty, and PTA representatives 
this sprinG so that action can be started now if it is det,rmined to have any kind 
of party next fall, 

Sincerely yours, 

John B, Penney 
Recreation Commissioner 

The Con~ission accpeted the reasons for the letter and expressed interest in 
hearing of any reaction, M~. Penney rerorted that none had been received to date, 

I 
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~!r. Penney reported that the N.S. H.S. tennis night light contract was still 
incomplete. 

A petition by the Society of Cur Lady of Mt. Carmel of which Y.r. Nunzio F. 
- Leone is chairman for the use of Hawthorne Field on the weekend of July 15-16 
fer a small carnival and band concert. The unique traditional aspect of the 
Annual Religious Procession which features this festival was pointed out in a 
petition from thirteen other neighborhood Nonantum organizations which ;;aiverl 
their rights to petition for a similar carnival. The Commission asreed to allo;;· 
this use of the pla3rground which is a departure from the usual policy of pro
hibiting the use of mPchanical carnival rines on the playground. This permission 
is only for this year subject to revie;;. Mrs. \-lest went on record as minority 
of one against this permission because of the trouble we have had with other 
organizations over this same type of use. The Commission charged Mr. Penney to 
caution the group about not allowing any gambling or alcoholic beverages and that 
they are responsible for police protection. 

Mr. Penney brought up the telephone complaint of a Hrs. Klein next to the 
Richardson Playground of balls coming over the fence and breakiP£ windows of her 
car. She requested a sign prohibiting ball playing in the corner of the play
ground next to her house. Mr. Penney noted that an ~.ddition to the fence was 
made last year after previous complaints from her. Mr. Jones has informed Mr. 
Penney that the City refuses to a ccept liability for such incidents, but in his 
opinion the City is obligatecl to provide as much protection as possible to 
playground abutters. Mr. Seldon noted that he knew the .former owners of this 
house and that they had never complained. Mrs. Klein bought the property about 
three years ar,o and children have been playing ball there for years. It was 
ar,reed that Mr. Penney would not post any signs restricting play, but that he 
would investigate the need for additional protection fencing. 

Mr. Penney noted that he had allowed the use of N.H.S. courts for the N.E. 
Open Tennis Championships in con.'unction with the Newton Squads & Tennis 
Club in June, Commission agreed that this was good use of Newton's Recreation 
facilities. 

Mr. Penney brought up the req1est of the National Research Corp. (located on 
Charlemont St. and Needham St.) for the use of four tennis courts on a Saturday 
for employees tournament. Co~~ission approved use of any hardsurface courts for 
this. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 A.l'.. 
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Convened: 

Present: 

8:00 A.li. 

NEWTON RECREATION CQ}lMISSION 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

JUNE 19, 1967 

Mrs. Worthing L. ltlest, Mr. Alan Shaw, Mr. Frank Copp, Hr. Howard ltihit
more, Mr. Joseph Selden, Mr. John Penney, Recreation Commissioner, 

The matter of the extension of the permit of. the Society of Our LP.dy of 
Mt, Carmel to use the Hawthorne Playground on Thursday and Friday, July 13 and lu, 
in addition to use on Saturday & Sunday, July 15 &'16, approved at the last meet
ing. was discussed. llr. Penney noted that this would mean setting up on Fednesday 
end interference with the playground program for three days out of a week instead 
of only one on Friday, 

Mr. Copp moved, seconded by Mr. Shaw, that the permit be extended to in
clude Thurs. & Friday with the proviso that the:r not he allowed on the playground 
to start any set up until the end of the playground day on Hednesday, July luth, 
Hotion passed u to 2, In favor: Mr, Copp, Mr. Selden, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Hhitmore, 
Opposed: Mrs, West, and Mr. Penney, Mrs. Hest again wished to be recorded in 
opposition to the mechanic~.! rides being allowed, 

A representation of citizens attending the meeting: Mrs. Nancy Donahue, 
Mrs, Ethel Mitchell, Mrs. Patricia Lane, They repre~ented a petition signed by 
many citizens stating: "Vie the undersigned taxpayers of Newton protest and 
question the large increase in the cost of the swimming permits and the method of 
payment for these permits, because we feel they create inequities and hardships 
in our City. ltle request the subject to be opened for further discussion," 

The also presented a statel'lent as follows: "The opening of the Gath J<!e
morial Pool last Sll!'l!'ler was a great morale booster for the residents of Newton. 
It is a facility that should ha\'e been provided many years ago, but now that we 
have it the recent rise in rates presents a financial burden on families with 
several children, 

11r, Penney has stated that the costs of maintaining our swimming facilities 
should not be shared by all the residents of Newton. We feel that this is not 
fair• All the residents of Newton share in the cost of all city services, The 
recreation depart~ent should not be any different. 

Not all residents of t"le city use every service that is available, Many 
parents pay school taxes e•rery year, but their children do not attend Newton 
schools, the same applies to our police and fire departments, they are very neces
sary, but what percentage of our citizens use them? 

He feel that the Recreation Department is very necessary for our children, 
They need something other than schooling·and home. Maybe our village squares and 
street corners ~re adeqJate for some, hut are ~e going to encourage this type of 
recreation. Would we rather pay th€ rising costs of vandalism, or give our youth 
worthwhile and wholesome recreational facilities, Vandalism costs are shared by 
all, whether they are involved or not. 



l\e feel we would rather pay for added recreational facilities, and present 
ones, through our municipal budget, as we do for other sercices provided by the 
city." 

A discussion followed in which several matters were brought up. Mrs. 
Donahue expressed an opinion that permits for all recreational activities be 
issued automatically to all residents without charge. Mr. Selden pointed out 
that the cost of operation of recreation and the department budget is going up. 
It will be much harder for the Recreation Department to receive adequate appro
priation from the Mayor and Board of Aldermen unless we can show some receipts 
to offset costs. Mrs. West pointed out that the provision of recreation is not 
mandatory by statute as is the case with schools, police, etc. Mrs. Donahue sug
gested a SlO family plan. Mr. Penney spol<e in opposition to a fa'11ily plan because 
this would mean issuance of adult permits automatically whether they are desired. 
or not and the verification of the number of persons in each family. Mr. Penney 
pointed out that the most complaints referred to the hardship of large families. 
Mrs. West asked the J adies if the•J would be in favor of coin operated tyrnstyles, 
all were opposed to this. 

The ladies also presented complaints about the lead~rship on Franklin 
Platground. Mr. Penney said he would present their complaints to the district 
supervisor for action and see that the donditions improved. 

Mr. 1t!hitmore questioned about the llges of the youngsters bringing up the 
point that most youngsters over 12 yrs. have some means of earning enough money 
to huy a permit. One of the ladies suggested sewn on patches on bathing suits 
in place of tags. 

A Mrs. Scopato came into the Meeting and was recognized. She protested 
the costof replacing permits at the original price. She feels that the replace
ment cost should be reduced for lost permits and a spot check of permitsintro
duced to prevent use of lost permits by other people. 

Mr. Shaw moved that lost permits be replaced at one half original cost 
upon proper application by an adult. Passed 6 to 0. 

l1r. Penney recommended that in order to reduce the hardship on large 
families all student permits over and above four in one family be issued free 
of charge upon application together with reasonable proff, such as birth cer
tificate. Mr. Shaw seconded. Mr. Hhitmore questioned whether it should be over 
three per family. Mr. Selden expressed his opinion that no change in rates 
should be made at all. Mrs. Vlest felt that a reduction such as Mr. Penney pro:
posed for large families would be good public relations. Mr. Copp stated that 
coin operation would eliminate a lot of problems of validation. Voted on Mr. 
Penney's motion, 5 in favor, l opposed. (Selden) 

It was noted by Mr. Copp that the whole question of permits should be 
reviewed at the end of the season. 

Minutes of the May 15th meeting approved. 

Voted that Mr. Wltitmore replace Mr. Shaw as delegate to Community 
Council along with Mr. Penney. 

Mr. Penney reported that the Board of Aldermen had approved our ad
ditional :ns,ooo for the new Auburndale ~'ield House to cover cost of water and 
sewer connections through ledge conditions. Mr. Copp questioned whether the 
building was to be moved. Mr. Penney noted that it would have to be moved some 
200-4GO. feet to make swwer connections, but that this has approval of supervmsor 

I 
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William Barry, and leader Chub Ryan, who <news the area best_. 

The Board of Aldermen also approved :';5,000 additional for use of schools 
to cover cost of time· and one half pay just established. 

Mr. Penney noted that the hard situation existing in the office with 
Mrs. ~1inn gone and no replacement yet recruited, Mrs. Shea out indefinitely with 
family problems and Mrs. Smith scheduled to go into the hospital for tests. 

The matter of the joint school-recreational use of schools plan 
was discussed. The Commission went on record approving the use of Northeastern 
Co-op students if approval can be obtained from the Mayor. The Co~~ission is 
concerned about the differential in pay proposal in the plan vis a vis present 
department schedule of pay for leaders. They had no solution but noted that it 
would make morale problems. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 A.M. 
Next regular meeting is September 18th. 



I 

I 

I 

Time: 
Place: 
Present: 

Absent: 

MINUTES - SPECIAL MEETING 

NEw'TON RECREATION COMMISSION- JUNE 2R, 1967 

8:00 A.M. 
Horee of Chairman, Mrs. Worthing L. v:est 
Mrs. h'est, Mr.Shaw, 
Mr. Copp, Hr. Penney 
Mr. Selden, Mr. v.'hitmore 

Mr. Penney brought to the attention of all the f&ct that the Board of 
Aldermen on the evening of June 19th had passed a resolution as follows: 

Resolved: 

That the Board of Aldermen be recorded against the increase in 
cost of use of swimming facilities in the crear 1967 over 1966, e.nd be it 

Further Resolved: 

That the Board of Aldermen reco~~ends that the rates of 1966 be 
restored, namely one dollar for chilnren and three dollars for adults. 
Resolution offered by Alderman Burke 
Seconded by Alderman Magni 

Adopted 21 Yes 1 Nay 2 Absent 
(Nay - Alderman Flaschner, Absent - Aldermen Glovsky and Hovey) 

Mr. Penney then read an opinion from the Legal Department steting that 
the Recreation Commission had the power to set the fees without approval 
of the Board of Aldermen. 

Discussion followed. It >ras the concensus of those present that the 
overwhelming vote by the Board and 8 ome of the opinions expressed by Aldermen 
as reported in the newspaper showed that the Recreation Commission was in a , 
poor position from~ublic relations point of view. That it would be better 
part of valor to bow to the expressed will of the Board of Aldermen, and 
attempt to get our story across at a later date. 

It was voted (4 to 0) to restore the 1966 rates ($1 for students and 
$3 for adults) in accordance with the Board of Aldermen resolution as of 
June 29th. Rebates to those who purchased permits under the higher fees 
previously in effect would be handled by the Commissioner through the City 
Treasurer's office sir.ce the funds have already been deposited. It was voted 
(4 to 0) also to issue replacements for lost permits at one half the original 
cost (SO¢ for student and Sl.SO for adults.) It was voted (4 to 0) to recind 
the vote of the Commission on June 19th giving free student permits to more than 
four to a single family. 

A letter prepared by the Commissioner to be sent to the Mayor and Bo,.rd 
of Aldermen explaining the position of the Commissioner on the matter of fees 
and desire of the Commission for improved and additional facilities was con
sidered. Several changes were suggested. (A copy of this corrected letter 
is to be attached with these minutes in the Com:nission minute records). 



It was decided to issue a report to the newspaper stating only that 
the 1966 rates)were being restored and the administrative proceedures in
volved. The letter is to be sent to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen directly 
with no copies to the newspapers at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Commissioner 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 
September 11, 1967 -8:00A.M. 

Present: Mrs. West, Messrs. Copp, Selden, Shaw, Whitmore,Penney. 

' f ~.T 

A f f 'l " • 1 ·r 
I ' • < 

Y~s. Marjorie Lesbirel was introduced to the Commission, She will act 
as Secretary from now on. 

1, Minutes of the June 19th regular meeting and June 28th special meeting were 
approved, 

2, Monthly reports of activities and maintenance for March, April, May, June, 
July, August were distributed. 

3. Proposed playground on Turnpike land in the Hunnewell Hill section of 
Newton Corner. 

A group of residents have signed a petition for the City t~ acquire 
a 5 acre site at the end of Grasmere Street bordering the toll road, 
Alderman Hopkins introduced a resolution to this effect, which was re
ferred to Public Horks Committee. Commissioner Penney was called to re
port to them August 17. He investigated the land, met with the residents, 
checked child population in area etc. In his report to Hayor and Public 
Works Committee he noted increasing child population as new families buy 
older homes, and the fact that this section of the city north of Washington 
St. and east of Newton Corner was classified as "inadequately served by ex
isting recreation areas" in the 1963 Community Renewal Report, This estab
lished a definite need. However, the piece of land has many drawbacks as to 
shape, location, orientation, access, hiddeness, etc. He recommends that 
the area towards Boston not be acquired, but that the end nearest Grasmere 
could serve with minimum of development. Engineering department estimates 
maximum cost of $38,000 for fencing, access road, loam 6" deep, seed, fer

tilizer. Y~. Penney reported that the Public Works Committee wanted the 
whole Commission to consider the petition, and perhaps meet jointly with 
them at later date. 

Discussion followed, All members had seen the property in question, 
Many defects in the property for playground use were pointed out. General 
consensus of commission was unenthusiastic, but recognized the need of a 
play area in this section of the City. Commission was generally opposed 
except perhaps for a small area near Grasmere Street end for children under 
eleven years at minimum of cost. Commission members willing to meet with 
Public Vlorks Committee at their request. 

4. Petition by some adults and yoa~gsters from Nonantum for a place to oper
ate go-carts and mini bikes. 

Commissioner Penney reported his conversation with boys to the effect 
that they have tried to use Our Lady's parking lot, and contacted various 
stores with parking lots - to no avail. 

Commission agreed that our facilities are not suitable for this use,and 
department no place to offer, 

5. Discussions of upcoming meeting with School Committee on September 18th 
to consider joint school dept - recreation dept. program in new Burr, 
Hyde, and Carr gyms. Entire Board in general agreement to work cooper
atively with schools on this. 

.. 
.. '- ~ t. ' 



6. Report on Carnival held at Hawthorn Playground in July under auspices of 
Society of Our Lady of Carmel. Mr. Penney provided a detailed report of 
notes he had observed and had from Police department, Miss Swartz, Mr. 
Shea, and a neighbor. The original request was from the local group, but 
the carnival itself was run by a commercial operator. This led to various 
complaints - ran a dozen mechanical rides instead of three, trucks and 
trailers arrived on grounds three days early, police had to close down 
several gambling games, people living on grounds in tents and trailers 
caused disturbance, setting up and closing down lasted all night long and 
disturbed neighbors etc. Commission voted not to allow carnivals of this 
type in the future. 

7. Mr. Whitmore raised the question of how the fees at Crystal Lake and swim 
pool would be handled next year to avoid the trouble we had this year. 
He suggested that a member of the Commission be appointed to (with the help 
of the Commissioner and department staff members) make an objective inves
tigation on beginners such as: review of permit system, costs ·or operation, 
costs of control systems, locker problems, peak attendances, practical ap
plications, methods used at nearby pools outside Newton, etc. Purpose to 
try to establish a policy applicable over the next few years. Mrs. West 
appointed Mr. Whitmore a chairman of this study committee to report find
ings to whole commission in December or January in time for 1968 Budget 
hearings. 

8. Commission approved use of Hawthorn Field on November 11th by Boston 
University varsity team. 

Adjourned 10:15 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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I 
Present: 

Guests: 

RECREATION C0!1HISSION HEETING HELD 

MONDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 16, 1967 

Mrs. West, Messrs. Copp, Selden and Shaw, Penney, Mrs. Lesbirel, Sec. 

Mrs. A.G. Asaff - Mrs. Prendergast, Mrs. Lowell and Alderman Hopkins 

Meeting called to order by Mrs. West 

It was suggested that the minutes of the joint meeting of the School Committee and 
the Recreation Commission be distributed to all Commission Members for review when 
received from Clerk of School Committee. Commissioner Penney pointed out that co
operation between the Recreation Department and the School Physical Education Pro
gram were already in progress at the Burr School, but not a formal joint program. 

Reviewed again the situation on the Carnival at Hawthorne. 

Commissioner Penney reported that he had had an interview with Attorney Finelli 
who game him a report of how the land for Hawthorn Playground was purchased by 
public subscription and given to the City. This information is now attached to the 
deed records in the department files. (Mrs. West suggested that perhaps some form 
of recognition could be given for this good work - a write up in the paper or some 
similar thing.) 

I New Business 

I 

Mrs. West informed the group that she had been informed that the residents of 
Parker House (elderly citizens) felt that Mrs. Robert Toher has generated much 
good will in her dealings with the people there. 

Capital Improvement Projects: 

Commissioner Penney reported that construction and work on Capital Improvements 
is underway. Hard surface courts at Peirce and Hamilton has been refinished, new 
basketball court at Newton Centre, new tennis courts at Ward: new play equipment 
area being constructed at Hawthorn. 

}tt. Penney reviewed the lighting situation at Newton South High School tennis courts. 
The installation of poles is not yet acceptable; but a change order is being proces
sed, which we hope will clear up the discrepancies. Mr. Selden noted the probable 
necessityfor money to be used in resurfacing these Newton South High School Courts 
next year. Mr. Penney stated that there was a drain that will cause major repair 
to the asphalt. He also said that vandalism has been extremely bad this year to 
the nets at N.S.H.S. They have been torn, cut, and pulled down repeatedly. Recre
ation Department has had to replace them several times. These things have all caused 
complaints by tennis players in this area. 

There have been some unfavorable comments as to the condition of the Newton Centre 
courts this year-:;-some due, no doubt, to extreme wet weather throught the summer 
and some partly due to the face that a new and inexperienced but willing and good 
man, took over the care of the courts this year. It has also been very difficult to 
locate clay which is necessary to replace surfaces of courts in order to make them 
more stable. ' 



Two Guests at !1eeting #1-Mr. A .G. Asaff 

Mr. A.G. (Ernie) Asaff supplemented his letter with a personal message advocating a 
lighted baseball field. Although he is interested in lighting for baseball, he I 
also feels that lighting could increase participation in other sports as well. Mr. 
Asaff has been instrumental in increasing the number of teams and participants in 
baseball by older youths and men through the organization of the Newton twilight 
leagues in cooperation with the Recreation Department. 

He believes that more facilities for all ages - day or night - will be necessary as 
more adults participate and take an interest in physical fitness, and that the availa
bility of sports both to see and participate in, is most desirable, Mr. Asaff has 
spoken to Mayor Basbas regarding this subject. He has gathered information regard-
ing construction and operating costs etc. of the Boston lighted field, He feels that 
lights would give "two parks for the price of one" and could also be used for bmds, 
drill teams etc. He gave copies of this information to Mayor and aldermen during 1967. 
Mr. Asaff says that the Mayor and Aldermen gave him favorable comments and suggested 
that the Commission include this in the 1968 budget, since it has to be initiated with 
the Commission. He mentioned the possibility of getting Federal moneyby lighting North 
and South High School Complexes. Mr. Asaff feels, that with imagination, many adults 
could be served now that there is more leisure time available to them. Mrs. West 
pointed out to Mr. Asaff that the Recreation Commission has had this in Capital im
provement plan, but it is a delayed priority. In answer to Mrs. West's questioning 
Mr. Asaff gave the breakdown of Newton teams involved as follows: 

Babe Ruth League 21 teams (15 youngsters per team) Total 180 boys. 
National 11 18 teams " " 270 " 
American 11 7 teams " 11 105 " 
Little " 5 leagues, includes approximately 2 000 11 I 

Mr. Asaff suggested the selection of Newton Highlands Playground as the site to ~ght.-
Some of the reasons for this choice are: Parking available, possibility of tennis, 
baseball and football - all as one big complex - serviced by one set of lights. · 
(Boston Park Dept-. has an arrangement like this). Allison was also mentioned as 
another possible location as well as Newton High School. Mr. Selden pointed out 
that there are many local problems involved with residents who are opposed to 
lighting. There would also be the necessity of screening lights .to prevent vandals 
from breaking them. !1r. Asaff pointed out the possibility of a high use by older 
groups than the "school boy" age. Interest by college level coaches - Mr. Pelligrini; 
coach of Boston University is interested in keeping college teams in the local area 
during the summer. Mr. Asaff estimated that such a lighted facility would be in use 
six nights a week. 

Mr. Penney says the cost of construction would be in the vicinity of $55,000.00, 
Mr. Asaff feels that this is a good time politically to make the request in the 1968 
budget. He also suggested that it be called a "Recreation facility" rather than 
"Baseball lighting". 

Mr. Asaff was told that the Recreation Commission will give serious consideration 
to this subject but cannot say what the final decision will be until after discussing 
this in the course of preparing the 1968 budget request. 

Guest f/2 -Mrs. Prendergast, Mrs. Lowell and Alderman Hopkins 

There is a letter on file concerning the proposed playground on Massachusetts Turn- I 
pike land in the Hunnewell Hill section, signed by a group - requesting a playground 
for about one hundred and fifty children. At its last meeting, the Commission con-
sidered this question and sent a letter to the Public Works Committee recommending, 
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Guest /;2 - (continued) 

at most, a small area for young children. The visitors, however, do not want this 
type of playground. Each family in the area seems to already have their own "tot 
lot" in the backyard. What they want is a play area for boys about seven to four
teen years old. They state it is a neighborhood of .older, large houses, ten to 
twelve rooms and many children{families of six to ten children). The boys now play 
in the streets and are very noisy. Parents receive constant complaints, and are 
afraid for the children due to the traffic. 

The Turnpike property is the only vacant land available in this area which is firm 
and level. Alderman Hopkins pointed out that even this is very limited in size. 
He points out that conditions in this area are probably settled now since the in
stallation of the Turnpike. Traffic is very bad coming out of Hunnewell Ave. in 
the morning. Alderman Hopkins pleads for "tax-dollars" to be re-assigned to this 
area. 

Mrs. Prendergast said she didn't feel that access for cars to the playground to be 
a necessity, or even desirable to residents. They mainly want the playground for 
these boys, seven to fo~rteen, who could walk there ea~ily. 

· These visitors went on to suggest that an area of vacant, privately owned, land 
adjacent to the Turnpike Land be acquired also. It is a plot of "land locked" 
property evidently useless to almost any other group - with no access except over 
this Turnpike land. There are approximately two acres of wooded, hilly land, near 
the Brighton Faneuil Section. Mrs. Prendergast suggested this would be nice for 
coasting in the winter time, 

According to Mrs. Lowell, what they need is a field for the boys to play ball in, 
not necessarily a formal field, but in general area of a soft-ball field. Mr. 
Shaw pointed out that a very high fence might have to be constructed if balls 
could be batted out into a 70 mile-an-hour traffic condition on the turnpike. 

Mr. Penney in a previous memo to the Public Works Committee, recommended not taking 
over the entire property. He feels that a portion of the property on the Grasmere St. 
end would be the best. This area would be large enough for a modified ball diamond 
{not over 200 feet) large enough for play, but not for organized sports with other 
teams coming in. 

Mr. Hopkins recommended to Commissioner Penney that he "take the bull by the horns" 
and advocate taking this entire are regardless of cost - developing parts as needed. 
Each part to be developed as needed and as money became available. (this would in
clude the privately owned property previously mentioned,) 

It was pointed out by the Commissioner that this piece of private land would be 
very difficult to police and supervise because of its relative isolation and as it 
is heavily wooded, Alderman Hopkins feels that if it was taken over by the Recre
ation Department, they could then prevent improper use of this land by clearing 
out scrub etc, for better coverage, 

The visitors were told that the matter could not be decided upon at this time, and 
would have to be worked out jointly with the Public Works Committee,(visitors left) 



The Commission continued discussion on this subject but agree that policeing this 
land would be extremely difficult, It was pointed out that it would be possible to I 
grade and make a 200' soft-ball field with cage backstop plus a basketball court in 
an area less than the total acreage, 

Feints to be checked on and clarified: 
1. Is there a "right-of-way" over Rivet Lathe land? Could this end of 

the piece be used for other than playground use? 

2. Find out from Mayor Basbas if cost of land has been discussed With 
the Turnpike Authority. 

Commission.decided to notify Public Works committee of this visit and state again 
that we are available to discuss this matter in joint session with them, 

Final Item discussed: 

POP-WARNER FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Re: Use of Lighted Field 

Up to the present, lights at Albemarle Field has been used free of charge only by 
the Recreation Department sponsored activities. Pop-Warner Football League would 
now like to use these facilities without charge. 

It was decided to all free use of the lights by the Pop-Warner League, subject to 
the Commissioner's discretion for budget control. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:20 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

Present: 

Observers: 

RECREATION CO}lliiSSION MEETING 

MONDAY 

NOVEMBER 20, 1967 

Commissioner, Penney, Mrs. \vest, Messrs. Selden, Whitmore and Shaw and 
M. Lesbirel, Secretary 

Mrs. Linwood Ada~s, P.T.A. Council Representative, Miss Jane Freitas 
Mr. Ed Solomon, University of Mass. Recreation Majors. 

Meeting called to order at 8:00 A.M. 

Minutes of October Meeting reviewed and accepted as circulated. 

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT OF DEPARTMENT FUNCTIONS -Mrs. Vlest reports that she has 
personally observed the new hardsurfact court at Newton Center and the tennis 
practice area in use and ''as gratified to see the frequent use they are being 
put to. 

Ward School tennis courts and "ewton Centre basketball courts are almost complete: 
Hawthorn Playground play apparatus area is nearly finished. The play apparatus 
area is now being used by approximately 35 children each day, whereas prior to its 
installation, Hawthorn did not attract young children. 

Hawthorn fields used for High School and Newton Soccer Club year around and LaCrosse 
in the Spring. This lDnits its use for neighborhood children. It may be possible 
to use Allison field next year with the new addition of combination movable and ad
justable goal posts. 

Installation of a Bocci court and hardsurface basketball court at Hawthorn next 
year will increase its use for the neighborhood. 

Newton South High School Tennis court lights construction is now complete but 
waiting for final legal department acceptance. 

Commissioner Penney distributed an inventory booklet, compiled by the City Plan
ning Department, of the Newton Recreation Department equipment and facilities. 
(This book describes, in detail, previous Recreation Analyses, Planning Standards 
and an actual inventory of present Recreation facilities throughout the City. 

USE OF SCHOOLS, YOUTH CENTERS AND NE\-I GYI1S: Indoor Season at Youth Centers has 
begun. Warren Junior High School has a Friday evening program for High School age 
students. The Recreation Department provides Custodial Service this evening. 
There is adult chaperonage. 

There is also a Youth program in progress at Newton South High School. This is a 
cooperative arrangement with the PTA and Student representatives working together. 
Mr. Sid Shulman, formerly very active in a sDnilar program at Meadowbrook Junior 
High, is very interested in the present program which is utilizing the Cafeteria. 
An "Open House" type program has been very popular, with various activities such 
as ping-pong, games etc. Coke is available. There was a ban on smoking but Mr. 
Shulman checked with the Fire Department and now, as long as the students smoke 



only in this restricted area, the Cafeteria, permission has been given. The Commission
er has allotted 2 custodians for duty on this evening. 

The Pilot Program, combining Recreation and School Department Physical Education 
activities, has been delayed until the beginning of the year but the Recreation I 
Dept. is making separate arrangements as follows: It is anticipated that the play-
ground at the new Burr School will be in a great deal of use. Supervisor Barry 
and Mr. Ryan, Recreation Leader, plan an additional use of the playground with many 
more activitiesbeing participated in by many groups. The Principal of this school 
favors the use of the Playground as much as is feasible. (It was recently determined 
that some of the principals do not like to have children in the playgrounds adjoining 
schools after school closes. It is the policy at these schools to send the children 
home.) 

Hyde School in Newton Highlands will be using their new gym facilities with the coop
eration and help of the Recreation Department and the PTA organization. 

Carr School is handling their mm program at present. 

PRELPIINARY REPORT ON HALLO\'IEEII: Generally reported to be very successful. Excellent 
reports on parties held in the various grade schools. A particularly good and novel 
party at the F.A. Day Junior High School was held, with much active participation by 
many of the young teachers. 

Bigelow Jr. High party at the YMCA was not particularly successful and was poorly 
attended. 

Claflin School: New interest is being shown in reviving the parties. 

Those schools that would not hold parties were generally found to have principals 
who were not in favor of the parties. 

The High School Student Council decided not to have a party this year. Part of 
this disinterest may be due to the fact that there are daily examinations during 
all of this Halloween week and many students feel they cannot really participate in 
Halloween and do justice with exams at the same time. 

Co~~ssioner Penney received very few reports of vandalism over Halloween. The Rec
reation Department has not received the formal police report on Halloween as yet. 

Preliminary Report on Crystal Lake and Gath Pool: 

Permits sold at Gath Pool 
3,283 student permits 

538 adult permits 

Total 3,821 

Permits sold at City Hall Recreation Dept. 

377 student permits 
203 adult permits 

Total 580 

$6,519.00 
2,084.00 

814.00 
203.00 

$8,603.00 

$1,655.00 

I 
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Preliminary Report on Crystal Lake m d Gath Pooh (continued) 

Permits sold at Crystal Lake 

2,099 student permits 
963 adult permits 

Total 3,o62 

Total Revenue from Permit Sales $17,120.00 
Total Revenue from Guest Swims @ SO¢ each 121.00 
Total Revenue from Locker Rentals (at Gath Pool) @ 10¢ 

3,383.00 
3,479.00 

$6,862.00 

17,120.00 
121.00 
577.10 

(There were also 180 permits issued to the Helfare Dept, at no charge) 

Last year (1966) 
This year (1967) 

Last Year (1966) 
This Year (1967) 

Total 
Less refund by Treasurer 
Grand Total 

$17,818.10 
4,342 .oo 

$13,476.10 

6,987 student permits 
5,759 student permits 

2,330 adult permits 
1,704 adult permits 

Attendance was down this year due to a cool 
summer, probably less use this year than 
last which was extremely hot. 

Approximate cost of operating both facilities was $30,000.00 (for personnel only) 

Ill A complete report, in depth, will be provided in the near future. 

I 

ITEM 1/4: Transfer of ALBE~.RLE LAND TO SCHOOL DEPART;1EllT FOR THE F .A. DAY JUNIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL, 

No definite action taken at this time. 

ACTION ON PIECE OF PllDPERTY KNOWN AS THE RIVER STREET PLAYGROUND: Commissioner 
Penney reminded the Commission of its previous vote to abandon River Street Play
ground once the new Burr School Playground was ready. It was voted unanimously to 
declare the River Street Playground surplus and no longer needed for Recreational 
and Playground purposes. 

REVIE\·/ OF RECREATION DEPARTMENT PRIORITIES AND PROGRAM: Commissioner Penney in
formed the Commission that Mayor Basbas has suggested the possibility of using in
terested citizens to study and make recommendations regarding the Recreation De
partment program and facilities. Commissioner Penney has previously favored a 
professional consultant. Some concern was expressed by commission members, to a 
large study committee of citizens. Mr. Whitmore suggested a small citizen commit
tee, plus limited professional consultation and interviews, of citizens, might be 
the way to limit confusion. 

Commissioner Penney said he would check the N .R. P .A. for their recommendation of a 
professional consultant. 

/
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It was also suggested that each member of the Commission, present their ideas at the 
next meeting as to how, why, and what would be the best method of obtaining the most 
pertinent information from the Community,in order to make recommendations and sug
gestions on this matter. 

COLD SPRING GOLF COURSE PROGRESS: A great deal of interest is evident in this Golf 
Course Plan. Commissioner Penney was invited by a church organization in Newton 
Highlands, ·to speak on this program early in November, describing the initiation of 
this Golf Course Program and the progress that has been made so far. On December· 13th, 
the Kiwanis Club os Newton has invited him to speak on this Cold Spring Golf Course 
program. 

Originally the city debt limit had been a factor in disallowing loans to complete 
this project, however, recent legislature now allows, under circumstances, loans to 
be made for a Recreation facility of this type. It will be necessa~ to charge a 
fee to golfers using this course, to defray the costs of construction. 

These various points have been covered in informal conversation between Mr. Penney, 
Mr. Selden and Mayor Basbas. (Mr. Shaw also strongly stresses the need for acquir
ing the necessa~ land in this area as soon as possible and while it is still avail
able.) 

POLICE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION, REQUEST FOR USE OF HAWTHORN: Two representatives of 
the Police Athletic League came in to the Recreation Department office to see Com
missioner Penney. They would like to make Hawthorn the headquarters for their 
Youth Program. They propose to use the gym one night and the playground several 
times a week (Mr. Hamilton of the Recreation Department would be there.) While 
Hawthorn gym is used almost every night for various recreation programs, their 
program, as it stands now, would not interfere with any of the present programs. 

Commissioner Penney raised the question as to whether the Recreation Department 
should actively "back" this program - to the extent of paying custodial fees, etc.? 
He feels that excellent relations between the Community, Police and Recreation De
partment will be achieved in this program. 

The Commission, voted in favor of the use of Hawthorn by the Police Department. 
They decided, at this time, to delay any action as to custodial fees. 

I 
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FERNALD SCHOOL -REQUEST TO JOIN PEABODY SCHOOL SUMMER DAY-GAMP FROGRAM: A group 
representing Fernald School, met with Commissioner Penney regarding the involve
ment of 15 children, all presently living at Fernald School but children of Newton 
Residents. The Fernald Organization would like to have these children take part 
in the activities of the Peabody School Summer Day Camp. However, this would in
volve considerable extra expense by the Recreation Department(cab fare alone from 
Fernald to the Day camp area is @ $10.00 per day for 5 children, or a total of I 
$30.00 per day). One of the important questions raised being- why these children 
were not living at home? Fernald representatives said that this was due to "certain 
circumstances" and that they are willing to give reports on those children that 
they propose to have participate. 
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FERNALD SCHOOL- REQUEST TO JOIN PEABODY SCHOOL SU11MER DAY-CAMP PROGRAM: {continued) 

Cost for these additional children would be about $1620.00, SO% of this, or $800.00 
would be paid by the State. Cost to the City of Newton for the Season, would be 
between $800.00 and $900.00 (including transportation and extra leaders). Mr. 
Penney is not ready, at this time, to make a definite recommendation Without further 
consultation with the State Department of Education and School Department, Special 
Education personnel. 

OTHER BUSINESS: Also discussed was the new Newton High School Recreation facilities, 
It is hoped that the program will include facilities for community use, including the 
pool, Many recreation facilities were included in the original plan but were labeled 
not necessary for the school program by the principal, Original specifications rec
ommended by the Physical Education Department were cut back approximately 40%, These 
included a larger swimming pool, locker facilities, a lobby, a college-type "cage" or 
drill shed, The cage could be used for indoor track activities, etc. Mayor Basbas 
will allow Mr. Penney to meet with the School officials and architect, to plan these 
facilities, but reserves judgment on what will be allowed to be included in the final 
plan, 

The next Recreation Commission Meeting will be an evening meeting on December 18th, 
Mrs. West will be unable to attend after December lOth, as she leaves for England 
and Germany for the Holidays. 

There will be a reception given by the Playground friends and neighbors for retired 
leader, Mrs. Edith Wolcott, on November 29th. Mr. Penney and Mrs. West Will attend, 
in addition to other members of the Recreation Department, present and past, 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 A .!1, 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



SPECIAL RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING 

NOVEMBER 29, 1967 

Present: Conunissioner Penney, Mrs. "lest, Messrs, Selden, Whitmore and Copp. 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. 

A special meeting of the Newton Recreation Conunission was held on Hednesday, 
November 29, 1967, at 7:00P.M. at the Recreation Department office at City Hall. 
Notification of the meeting was filed with the City Clerk at 2:10 P.11. Tuesday, 
November 28, 1967, and notices delivered to the Conunission members, 

On motion duly made and seconded, it was VOTED: That the Recreation Conunission of 
the City of Newton hereby declares the herein-after-described portion of theAvery 
Memorial Park, so-called, no longer need for recreational or playground purposes: 

Beginning at a point on the easterly line of Edinboro Street, distant 
322.52 feet from the accepted portion of said Edinboro Street as laid 
out by the City of Newton Dec, 29, 1898; thence N. 85°59' 59" IV., 
310.00 feet across the end of the private portion of said Edinboro 

I 

Street and by land no~1 or formerly of Thomas F. Copp and Isabel c. Copp; 
thence N. 22'0 23 1 34" E., 538.76 feet over land of the City of Newton, 
Recreation Department; thence S, 290 35' 1911 E., 137,00 feet; thence S, 55° I 
21 1 4011 E., 108,89 feet, the last two described lines being by land now 
or formerly of Florence Avery !1oore: thence S, 200 44• 5611 w., 142.03 feet; 
thence S 68° 26 1 31" E., 78.95 feet, the last two described lines being 
by land now or formerly of Elizabeth Hedland; thence s. 45° 57' 36" w., 
85.68 feet by land now or formerly of Orvil F. Hagaman and Isabel c. 
Hagaman; thence S, 70 10' 0111 W., ll8.27 feet by land now or formerly of 
Fred L. Atwell to the point of the beginning, 

The above described parcel contains 106,889 square feet and is a portion of 
Lot 2, Section 21, Block 22, in the records of the Assessors,c 

It is recorded as Parcel A. on Plan N-78 36986 of the City Engineer dated 
April 14, 1967. 

JBP/ml 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Conunissioner 

I 
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November 29, 1967 

Honorable Mayor Monte 
and 

G. Basbas 

Board of Aldermen 
City Hall 
Newton Centre, Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby certify that at a duly-called meeting of the Recreation Commission of 
the City of Newton on November 29, 1967 at 7:00 P.l1. in the office of the Recreation 
Commissioner, at which a quorum was present, the following vote was taken: 

On motion duly made and seconded, it was voted; That the Recreation Commission 
of the City of Newton hereby declares the herein-after-described portion of the Avery 
Memorial Park, so-called, no longer needed for recreational or playground purposes: 

Beginning at a point on the easterly line of Edinboro Street, distant 
322.52 feet from the accepted portion of said EdL~bogo Street as laid 
out by the City of Newton Dec. 20,1898; thence N. 85 59 1 59" VI., 
310,00 feet across the end of the private portion of said Edinboro 
Street and by land now or formerly of Thomas F. Copp and Isabel c. Copp; 
thence N. 22° 23 1 34" E., 538.76 feet over land of the City of Newton, 
Recreation Department: thence S 29° 35 1 1911 E., 137.00 feet; thence s. 55° 
21 1 4011 E., 108.89 feet, the last two described lines being by land, now 
or formerly of Florence Avery !1oore; thence S. 20° 44• 56 11 VI., 142.02 feet; 
thence S 68° 26 1 3111 E., 78.95 feet, the last two described lines being 
by land nm-1 or formerly of Elizabeth Hedland; thence S. 450 57' 3611 VI,, 
85.68 feet by land now or formerly of Orvil F. Hagaman and Isabel c. 
Hagaman; thence s. 70 101 01" VI., 118.27 feet by land now or formerly of 
Fred 1. Atwell to the point of the beginning, 

The above described parcel contains 106,889 square feet and is a 
portion of Lot 2, Section 21, Block 22, in the records of the Assessors, 

It is recorded as Parcel A. on Plan N-78 36987 of the City Engineer 
dated April 14, 1967. 

A true copy. 

Attest: 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Commissioner 
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Honorable Monte G. Basbas 
and Board of Aldermen 
City Hall 
Newton, Mass, 

Gentlemen: 

November 29, 1967 

At the regular meeting of the Recreation Commission of the 
City of Newton, held at the Recreation Department office in City 
Hall on November 20, 1967, at which a quorum was present, it was 
voted to declare the River Street Playground no longer needed for 
recreational and playground purposes. 

The Commission's vote was based upon the recognition of the 
new Burr School playground site now available in the vicinity for 
neighborhood use and.Recreation Department programs. 

JBP/ml 

Very truly yours, 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Department 

I 
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RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY EVENING 

January 15, 1968 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. West, Messrs, Shaw and Copp and 
P} Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 8:00P.M. 

Minutes of November Meeting were reviewed and accepted as 
circulated 
Minutes of Special Meeting were also reviewed and accepted 
as circulated 

I. COJ1HISSIONER 1S REPORT: 

1. On January 2, 1968, two new Recreation programs were begun at the Hyde and Carr 
Schools. This is a joint effort of the Recreation and School Departments. Two 
student leaders from the Northeastern Co-op. program will be provided and paid 
for jointly by the two departments. Since a portion of this program will be 
funded on the Federal 11work-study0 basis, it will cost the Recreation department 
budget approximately $45.00 for the two students each twenty hours per week, 

Mayor Basbas approved starting this program in January. 

2 • NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING ffiOGRAM: An architect has been selected for the High 
~chool. The School Department is now developing specifications for this build
ing, Commissioner Penney went before the Aldermanic Board to encourage and sug
gest facilities which could be used for Community Recreation, as well as, stu
dent activities. The specifications presented by the School Principal are lack
ing in a lobby and locker space for the public to use the pool, a simulated out
door area to be used for inclement weather sports practice and indoor track and 
tennis, handball and squash courts, etc. Commissioner Penney is now meeting 
with the principal and physical education people to incorporate community rec
reation needs in their specifications. 

3, SKATING AT PONDS: This was finally achieved but with considerable difficulty. 
Just as the ice became thick enough for general skating, a major snow storm 
covered the area. While the ice was thick enough for skating, it was not 
thick enough to hold the heavy equipment necessary to remove the extra heavy,. 
water.laden snow. It was tested each day until the continued cold made it 
practical to clear. 

A skating derby planned for Sunday, January 21st. This will be held at 
Crystal Lake at 2:00 P.M. - weather permitting~ 

4, SKATING INSTRUCTIONS AT CRYSTAL LAKE are not available to children from six 
years of age. General skating instructions and speed skating instructions will 
be conducted by Ruth Moore, Speed Skating Champion. Newspapers and schools 
were notified that this program was available, Registration is now in progress. 

Junior Hockey program: This year the junior hockey program has been shifted from 
a staffed departmental program to a citizen's volunteer group, coordinated by 
the Recreation Department, There are more children involved this year. More 
ice time has been available at MDC rinks, The Department still pays for the 
rental of ice and some equipment, 



5. MASSACHUSETTS RECREATION SOCIETY: On February 13, 1968, the Newton Recreation 
Department will act as Host at a noon meeting to be held at the Sidney Hill 
Country Club. All Commission members are invited to attend. The speaker will 
be Katherine Allen, Dean of the Boston Bouve College. 

!!.COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. Boston University - Mr. Vic Stout, has again requested the use of the ball diamond 
at Auburndale for a Varsity baseball site. This requires no special treatment for 
practice on the field. Boston University pays a fee for preparing the field for 
games; which covers our maintenance cost. In the past this use has not interfer
ed with anyone or any program. There have been no complaints from neighbors in 
the past. It was voted unanimously to allow this use - unless the diamond should 
be found to be needed by Newton School teams, 

2. Petition from Nonantum residents; A Petition was presented to the Commission re
questing the use of Hawthorn Playground "One week in the month of July each 'year 
by the St. Mary's of Mt. Carmel Society'J Petition was signed by residents and 
friends of the Society, They would like to be represented at the Recreation Com
mission Meeting when this comes up for decision. Since there was so much diffi
culty last year when this group held a Carnival, it was suggested_that a small 
group of no more than three persons represent the Society, (Mr. Dominic Messena, 
Chairman of the Celebration Committee, the. Spiritual advisor and chairman) be 
invited to attend the February Commission Meeting, for a hearing on this subject. 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

I 

1. Turnpike Land - There has been no action taken on this land by the Aldermen at 
the close of 1967. However, it was carried over into the 1968 Aldermanic Docket. I 
With regard to access, Commissioner Penney has been in correspondence-with the 
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority. They do hold a right-of-way about fifty feet, 
across the Rivet Lathe Land, so that this area is accessible from the Boston 
end without going over private property, should-rt be decided to use this land 
or a portion thereof for some use other than playground. 

It was decided by the Commission members to table this issue at the present 
time and until such time as the Public Works Committee of the Board of Alder
men desires further discussion. 

2. SWIM FEES - 1968 -Action on this issue was postponed to the next meeting of the 
Commission in February, after the Investigative report is available. 

3. EVALUATION OF DEPART!1ENT PRIORITIES: While Commissioner Penney was in Florida 
attending the NRPA convention, he spoke with the former Washington D.C. Com
missioner who is doing this type of evaluation study. He has worked with citi-

·zen committees. Mr. Penney is also going to contact the NRPA New England rep
resentative about the availability of a consultant to work with the Commission 
on such a study. It was generally felt by the Commission that a small, care
fully chosen group of citizens could be included in the committee, to work with 
a professional consultant, No formal vote was taken on this issue pending fur
ther study. 

4. BIOLOGICAL CONSULTANT - It was generally felt that this was a good program and 
shoUld be continued this year. I 
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5. Day Junior High - (land transfer from Albemarle Playground) Commissioner 
Penney reported that the Board ofAldermen took no action on this matter 
in 1967 and it was not carried over for the 1968 Board. 

6. River Street land - Commissioner Penney reported that no action has been '·'' 
taken by the Mayor regarding the Commissions vote to discontinue this 
property for playground use. 

1. Construction Projects -Since the contract work for the Newton South High 
School lights has not yet been accepted, the money will be carried to 1968 
to be held until payment can be made. 

The Auburndale Skate House cannot be worked on during the winter but will · 
be completed in the Spring. The work on hard surface courts not completed, 
will be finished with the funds carried over into 1968. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS: Budget- Executive Session. All Commission Members were given 
a copy of the preliminary budget for study and suggestions. The Executive 
Session will be held next Monday evening; January 22, 1968 at 7:45 in the 
Recreation Department office. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



SPECIAL RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING 

JANUARY 22, 1968 - 7:45 P.M. 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. West, Messrs. Copp, Selden, Shaw 
and Howard Whitmore, III, M. Lesbirel, Secretar,y. 

A Special meeting of the Newton Recreation Commission, meeting in executive 
session, was held at the department" office at City Hall on Monday, Jannuar,y 22nd 
at 7:45 P.M. to consider the 1968 budget request. 

Copies of pages from the 1968 Preliminar,y Budget Request, pertaining to New 
Equipment and Capital Improvements were distributed to each member of the Com
mission for review. Copy of memo to Mayor Basbas from the Commissioner con
cerning personnel recommendations was also included. 

M. Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY EVENING 

February 26, 1968 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. West, Chairman, Messrs. Shaw, 
Whitmore, Selden, Copp and M. Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Minutes of January meeting were reviewed and accepted as circulated. 

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT 

A. Skating - Commissioner Penney noted that Newton has enjoyed many more days of 
skating at the local ponds this year, than in recent years. Once it was 
established, the attendance has been excellent. It was noted that Crystal 
Lake has been available for skating more than the other areas of Bullough 1s 
and Auburndale (18 days in January, opposed to 8 and 6 in the two other areas) 
probably because of the quality of the ice. Due to Crystal Lakes open area, 
the water froze into a clear hard "water ice". At the other areas a snow storm 
shortly after freezing caused a slush condition that did freeze but the ice was 
of a somewhat grainey "snow ice" which does not hold up well in a thaw condition. 
Possibly these conditions did reflect the big difference in attendance at Crystal. 

It was also noted at this time by the Commission members, that the dredging 
and cleaning of Bullough's Pond would likely improve the quality of the ice in 
this area. 
B. Lake Swim Schedule (neighboring towns) Commissioner Penney provided the board 
members with a comparative report of the local Lake swim area and nearby Lake 
areas in Wellesley, Needham and Natick. Incorporated in this report were: operat
ing hours before close of school, operating hours after close of school, weekend 
hours and a few "special" explanations as to schedule in these other areas. 
It was also noted by Commissioner Penney that while the surrounding towns 
do have longer and wider beach areas with a smaller population served, that by 
comparison, Newton with its smaller beach area and much larger population, gives 
as much if not more swim time to the individual. 
c. River Street Playground Land - This item is on the 1968 Aldermanic Docket and {~~~--·:-' 
was referred to the Public Works Committee. This is being held at present, with 
no action taken at this time. 
D. Avery Street Land - It is the Commissioner's understanding that an agreement with 
the heirs of this property has been reached but that no further action need be taken 
on this matter by the Commission. The previous vote is sufficient. 
E. Commissioner Penney - has been invited by the PTA Council to speak at their 
March 7th meeting. His topic, at that time, will be "The Recreation Department". 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. Pop \Varner League - seeking audience. In a communication with Commissioner 
Penney, the League has requested that a delegation of four men, be permitted to 
attend the next regularly scheduled Recreation Commission Meeting to present and 
explain, what the organization is now doing and how it is being handled. 

It was agreed by the Commission, that this would be acceptable but due to 
limited space, it would be advisable to limit the delegation to only three persons. 
Commissioner Penney will advise the League of this decision. 

~; 



III OLD BUSINESS 

A. Delegation from St. Mary of Carmen Society: At the January Recreation Commission 
Meeting, a petition was presented requesting the use of Hawthorn Playground for 
"One week in the Month of July each year by the St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Society. 11 I 
Since there were many abuses of a similar permit granted to them last year, it was 
suggested that a small group be invited to attend a hearing on this subject. 

Alderman Magni, plus Mr. Leone and Mr. Scarsella represented the Society. They 
agreed that there were many difficulties last year due to the fact that the man 
contracted with to operate the Carnival, ran the affair in a high-handed mamner, 
Vf~~ disregarding the desires of the local citizens, the Recreation De
partment and the Police Department, 

Commissioner Penney reviewed the board's dissatisfaction with the abuses that occur
red at that time - early arrival on the playground, more mechanical rides than agreed 
upon, people living in trailers on the grounds, attempted gambling, loud noise late 
at night etc, However, the Commission is still interested in hearing the Society's 
position. 

All members of the Commission agreed that the basic premise of the affair, (its at
tempt to keep an old cultural pattern alive) was good, Alderman Magni and Mr. Leone 
stressed the fact that they would cooperate fully with the Recreation Department. 
They have tentatively retained a new Carnival operator (one previously employed by 
the ArchDiocese and the Cardinal) They suggested that before the permit would be 
granted or the final contract made,that they meet here at City Hall with Commissioner 
Penney, the Carnival Contractor, Captain Quinn of the Police Department, Mr. Leone 
and Alderman Magni, to see if they could find a format acceptable to all parties, 
They feel they can give reasonable references from satisfied former patrons, plus a 
reference from the Cardinal, if it is necessary, 

The delegation feels that they made a bad choice in the Carnival Operator last year 
but hope to rectify the situation this year with a good Celebration. It is their 
big "fund raising" event of the year, necessary for the carrying out of their many 
charitable affairs, so this serves a two-fold purpose, religious as well as finan
cial. It was also pointed o1lt that it would be necessary for the Cardlval to last 
a·week as originally petitioned for, but would run probably- from Friday evening 
to Sunday evening - incorporating in to this time, the Religious procession or 
parade from the church to the playground, the band concert, the Carnival and the 
returning to~rchlight procession back to the church with the Statue. 

Commissioner Penny interested in the affair as a unique cultural event. Alderman· 
Magni reports that the Mayor is in favor of this, providing that Captain Quinn of 
the Police department finds all in order. 

The Board stresses the fact that no gambling will be acceptable. Commissioner 
Penny, will meet with the Society representatives, Mr. ~agni, Captain Quinn and the 
Carnival contractor some time in the near future. 

The final disposition of this matter will be voted upon at a later meeting by the 
Recreation Commission. 

I 

I 



B. SWIM FEES: Mr. Howard Whitmore is working on a report regarding the swimming ~~ 
fees. Commissioner Penny will work with Mr. Whitmore to get this completed and ~ 
in written form to the members before the March meeting. 

Ill Next Commission meeting will be held on March lB, 1968, 

Meeting adjourned at 10:20 P.M. 

I 
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Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY EVENING 

March ltl, l068 

Present: Commissioner Penny, Messers Joseph Selden, T. Frank Copp, 
Howard Whitmore III, and M. Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P. M. 

Minutes of February meeting were reviewed and accepted as circulated. 

1. COMMISSIONER'S REPORT 

(a.) The Commission noted with regret that Mr. Alan Shaw, who has served in the 
Commission since 1963, has given Mayor Basbas his resignation, effective immediately. 

(b.) Monthly report for February was submitted by Commissioner Penny on the various 
areas and programs. 

Carr School Physical Education and Recreation program, a new program, 
recently received an excellent newspaper write up in the Newton-Waltham Tribune 
on March 14, 1968. The new Hyde School program is also developing well in their 
new gym. 

(c.) Commissioner Penny reported that the Board of Aldermen had assigned the 
portion of so called, Avery Land, to be .used for and by the School Department 
for the New Day Junior High. 

(d.) It has been recommended by Mayor Monte G. Basbas that the city ma~e an 
effort to acquire a parcel of· property known as the.""Webster Estate" land. 
Application was made to H.U.D. (Housing and Urban Development) for permanent 
"open space land for recreation purposes". The cost of this acquistion is 
approximately $304, 210. 00, if approved with H. U .D. supplying one-half of this 
amount. A letter to the Housing & Urban Development by Commissioner Penny, 
approving the application of this aquisition was endorsed by all the Commission 
members. 

2. OLD BUSINESS 

(a.) POP WARNER LEAGUE. On March 5, 1968, Commissioner Penny wrote to Mr. 
Frederick Dalicandro, President of the Newton Pop-Warner League inviting he and 
his delegation (at their previous request) to attend the meeting of the Recreation 
Commission this evening in order that they might present their ideas and plans 
for this years season. 

Fred Dalicandro, President,·cfed·,Pleuler, Financial Secretary and Mr. Keefe, 
attended the meeting. They explained that their organization is now organized 
under the direction of the National Pop-Warner League with their own franchise 

I 

I 

in Newton. This Newton League was increasing in size and organization until it 
presently consists of the above officers, plus a fifteen member Board of Directors, I 
who meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month. 

They feel that this now reaches boys who for various reasons, would probably 
not be in any other organized ann equipped football league - in particular, boys 
from schools that do not have organized football (Our Lady's) or boys, due to 
smallPr stature who co not make Junior High Teams. 



I 

I 

It is organized into 3 Divisions at present with competition for boys in a 
carefully comparative age an~ weight class. Boys must submit proof of age (either 
birth certificate or Baptismal record at time of first weigh-in, plus doctors 
certificate of good health. Various rules and regulations of National Pop-h'arner 
organization were presented. 

Mr. Dalicandro expressed appreciation for free use of night-lighted field. 
The Pop-lolarner officials requested the Recrea +ion Department to aid them further 
financially (possibly aid in cost of officials and maybe footballs for each game. ) 
He says their expenses are very high and while they do have many "funt/ raising" 
ventures, and do have people helping out, they still are not solvent. It costs 
approximately ;1;4000.00 to outfit one team. It would cost about ot6oo.oo for 3 
officials and the balls for a series of six home games. It is Mr. Dalicandro•s 
belief that Wayland-Cochituate is aided by their Recreation department and that 
Waltham and Watertown aid financially. It is their hope that a similar program 
to the Babe Ruth League could be worked out. Commissioner Penney pointed out 
that the Recreation Department originated the Babe Ruth Fanchise and it was 
started by the Recreation Department. It was also pointed out ttat it would be 
difficult to help them and not help other organizations who request aid (such 
as Little League). 

Mr. Dalicandro said they would be willing to open their financial records 
to the Recreation Commission and also provide seat to a Recreation Commission 
member on the Pop-Warner noard of Directors. 

After the delegation left, a discussion by the Commission members followed. 
Mr. Penney pointed out that we would be setting a precedent if we did aid the 
League financially beyond just the playlhg field. 

One point that Mr. Selden made was the fact that while at the tine of the 
year, the fall, when the boys uere practicing, the playgrounds are not covered 
by their leaders. 

Mr. Copp felf that he would be opposed to aid unless the Commission was 
presented with a much clearer picture of the League's financial status. Mr. 
Whitmore had examined briefly, the financial record which they brought. Mr. 
Whitmore felt that while the record seemed well done, it was brief and could 
benefit by a more complete, double entry system and a better auditing state
ment. He expressed an inclination to sponsor them further financially. 

Final disposition was not made at this time. 

(b.) CARNIVAL BY ST. MARY OF CAR~L SOCIETY -Request for use of Hawthorn,Playground. 

I 

Reviewed original request and letter which Commissioner Penney sent to Society 
redarding meetirgwith Carnival operator, Larence Carr, Mr. Penney, Captain Quinn, 
of the Newton Police Department and Mr. Leone, representative of the Society. 



After discussion, the Commission members felt they would like to give the 
Society one more chance. However, this would necessitate, Mr. Carr the Carnival 
operator, to sign an agreement with the City of Newton, re-affirming his original 
promises as to carnival equipment, uses, time, care of playground, operation of 
concessions, etc., set forth in letter of March 11, 196e. 

A motion was made by Mr. Copp and seconded by Mr. Selden. It was voted 
unanamously to allow the Carnival (according the the stipulations in the eommissionser•s 
letter of March 11, 196e) 

(c.) SWIM FEES FOR SUMMER SEASON -(Mr. Whitmore's report supplied to each Co~~ission 
member by Commissioner Penney) Atter reviewing Hr. Whitmore's excellent report in 
depth, it was generally agreed that if the Commission anticipated reducing the deficit 
reflected in last years figures, it would be necessary to increase the swim fees in 
some manner this year. It was also pointed out by Commissioner Penney that it is 
necessary to anticipate expenses that, at this point, do not actually show in the 
report - such as staff raises, the opening and closing of the pool which originally were 
taken care of by the contractor in the initial operation and later by the Building 
Department. A ruling by the comptroller makes this a Recreation Department expense 
from now on. 

Various methods of issuing swim permits and collecting swim fees were discussed. 
Many were excellent as far as revenue or check for Newton residents, but too involved 
or complicated for limited personnel to handle. 

It was finally agreed by the ~ommission, that eommissioner Penney confer with 
Mayor Basbas regarding this problem and ascPrt"in his recommendation on this issue. 
These views can then be reviewed at the next Co:r.-uission meeting in April and acted 
upon at that time. 

~ 

Recreation Commission Meeting adjourned at 1~:35 P,M. 

Next Commission meeting ~rill be held on April 15, 1968 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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RECRE~TION COI'MISSION MEETING 

MONDAY EVENING 

April 15, 196tl 

Present: Commissio~er ~enney, Mrs. West, Chairman, Messers Joseph Selden, 
Howard Whitmore III, and M. Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at tl:25 P. M. 

Minutes of March meeting were reviewed and accepted as circulated. 

1. COMMiSSIONER'S REPORT 

I 

I 

a. Monthly report on programs and attendence were not ready at this time due to the 
fact that Miss ~wartz was working on Playing field permits at present. ~ost 
indoor programs ended with the exception of the Carr and Hyde Schools. These two 
programs are continuing under the leadership of North Eastern students. 

b. ~onmissioner Penney presented each Commission member with a recent newspaper release 
describing the early opening of all the Recreation Department tennis courts. Due 
to the Spring weather, it was possible for the maintainence department to ready 
the courts for play at an earlier than usual date. 

c. Extensive repairs have been made at the two main batteries of courts at Brewer 
Playground, Newton Centre and at Newton High School in Newtonville. New clay was 
added to those courts to fill in depressions where water and loose red coat tended 
to collect last year. 

Other clay courts available are at Hawthorn, Nonantum, Cabot Park, Newtonville, and 
Lyons Playground and Auburndale. The clay courts at Angier Playground will be 
rebuilt into hard surface courts this year. .This will give Newton 20 clay courts 
and SO asphalt courts - open for public use. 

For the first time, night-lighted facilities will be available at the Newton South 
High School courts. These twelve courts have been accepted by Commissioner Penny, 
as complete, upon the advise of the legal department and an outside consultant. 
An Astronomical time clock is being installed now and the switch will be set with 
the coming of daylight saving time, at the end of this month. This clock will 
compensate for change of sunset times throughout the summer and, it is hoped, will 
eliminate the necessity for an attendent on duty. 

Tennis permits will be ready for sale at the various clay courts about April ltlth, 

A major rebuilding job will be done on the asphalt courts at Newton High School 
this year, These courts have been subject to cracking ever since they were built 
ten years ago, 

Mr, Whitmore reported that on this past weekend, all the tennis courts in areas 
that he visited, were in heavy use, 

Two new courts are now available at the Ward School playground, These courts were 
constructed last fall and final sealcoats were applied this past week, Commissioner 
Penny said, 



d. FINAL 1968 BUDGET APPROVAL - $30,175.00 was approved for Capital Improvements; 
$17,000.00 for school areas and $13,175.00 for playground areas. $100,000.00 
was cut out of the budget for acquisition of land for the Cold Spring Golf Course 
project. 

Money was appropriated for the position of a new Recr~ation Leader. 

A new position for a Time & Construction clerk was again turned down by the 
Aldermanic Board but money was appropriated for three more temporary laborers 
than in the 1967 budget. 

Some new equipment was allowed: a tractor and 7-gang mowing unit, 4-wheel drive 
374 ton truck and 4-wheel drive Jeep-type. 

III COMHUNICATIONS & BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

a. On April 9th, Alderman Auryansen brought in a petition signed by some of the 
abutters to Hawthorn Playground, protesting a request for a Carnival to be 
held by the Mt. Carmel Society at this playground. 

The Commission members discussed the situation again and feel that there 
seems to be a prepondrance of support for, rather than against the Carnival and 
feels that with certain restrictions (already agreed upon by operator and Society) 
that the Carnival should be allowed. It was agreed that Commissioner Penney would 
write to the Petitioners explaining the situation. 

b. Board of Aldermen resolution - Recreation Commission Membership. It has been 
suggested by some Aldermen that the Recreation Commission be increased to 
eight members, plus the Commissioner. They feel that in this way all Wards of 
the City would be represented. 

The members of the Recreation Commission expressed opLnLons, pro and con, 
concerning this proposal. It was decided not to oppose this move. 

c. Other Action by the Board of Aldermen 

1. Hammond Pond Parkway land - Approximately 30 acres of land; west of 
Hammond Pond Parkway and .North of the Temple. So called "Webster" land 

to be purchased for open space purposes. Subject to acceptance by Federal 
HUD fund action. 

2. Minot Place Land - This is private property required for entrance to the 
new Day School. 

3. Old Bowen School - School to be sold, land to be used for Garden-type 
:.::J apartments. 

4. Conservation Commission appointments - Mr. David Skein and Mr. Ray Tighe 
were appointed. 

5. Survey of Senior Citizens - Mayor Basbas and the Board of Aldermen approv
ed funds to conduct a survey of all Newton Senior Citizens to ascertain 

I 
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their needs and desires. Letters and questionairs have been mailed out to I 
all Senior Citizens. Mrs. Toher, Mrs. \vest and Mr. James Murphy (all of the 
Recreation Department) have worked with the Community Council to complete this program. 
There will be a luncheon for Senior Citizens on May 15th. 
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IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a. 

b. 

Swim f~es - Commissioner Penney issued to each Commission member, a futher 
recommendation of his, recently sent to mayor Basbas, bas~d upon Mr. Whitmore's 
Analysis of the Swim F~e Schedule. 

After review by Commission members, it was generally agreed that this was the 
most satisfactory arrang~memt of fees and manner of collecting these fees. 
It was recommended that Commissioner Penney contact Mayor Basbas and suggest 
the Mayor arrange a meeting with the Board of Ald~rmen to gain approval 
for. th~se recommendations. 

Ellison Fund - Mrs. West reported that sr,e had contacted one of the Ellison 
heirs to find out if it was acceptable for the Recreation Commission to purchase 
equipment for the Hawthorn playground. The old records state that the fund 
"is to be used for permanent equipment at the playground in Nonantum". The 
heirs said that anything which the Commission wishes to do, that carries out 
the idea of the original will, will b~ acc~ptable to them. Mr. Penney 
report~d that the fund is approximately $1400.00 He will make a recommenda-
tion at a later dat~. ' 

V • NEl-l BUSINESS -

a. Massachusetts Recreation and Park Society Board Members Dinner, May 15, 1968 
This dinner w~ll be held at the Hibernian Hall in Watertown. Mr. Elwood 
Allen, Recreation Consultant, will be the speaker. 

b. Repairs to Building at Crystal - Commissioner Penney notified the Commission 
that $5ooo.oo was available in the Public· Buildings Department budget to make 
repairs in·plumbing, plus some painting will be done. 

c. MBTA Fence - It was pointed out that a dangerous condition existed along 
the MBTA tracks just beyond the swimming area. Children have damaged the 
chain-link fence so that they can now go through this area and into the 
Lake. Commissioner Penney and Mrs. West are apprehensive that some youngster 

will go into this unprotected area of the Lake anc drown. Prompt corrections of 
this condition will be taken care of, either by the MBTA or the City of Newton. 
Commissioner Penney will notify the Public Works Commissioner. 

d. The next Recreation Commission Me~ting will be held on May 20, 1968. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



RECRFA't'ION COMMISSION }!EETING 

MONDAY EVENING 
MAY 20, :J-968 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Messers Joseph Selden, T. Frank Copp, 
Howard Whitmore II and 11, Lesbirel, Secretary 

Heeting called to order at 7:45 P, H. 

Hinutes of April me<o'ting were reviewed and acceptECd as circulated, 

1. CO!,ilHSSIONER 1S RE:PORTS 

A, Honthly Reports Commissioner Penney distributed these to all board mem
bers, Reports are not 100% complete due to the fact that the office, 
at present, is very shorthanded, 

B. Construction projects: The night lights at the NSHS tennis courts 
have been ~orking satisfactorily, One or two complaints ollly about 

unauthorized use and hogging of courts, Signs have been installed. 
Sidney Cohen has Slggested installation of parking meters but 
Commissioner Penney is concerned ui t..lt vandalism and theJ't, Jlr. CohE'n 
is also strong advocate of courts for }:eadowbrooi; Jr. High. Hr, 
Selden pointed out that the championshiplhigh school teams produced 
at IJS!1S shows the value of providing sufficient facilities, 

Auburndale Fieldhouse is almost complete at this time, There is still 
a small amount of electrical work to be done and we are waiting for 
the electrician, Partitions are needed in the rest rooms also, This 
should be open very soon, 

Little League Fence at Newton Centre is nearly ready at this time. 

C, Halloween Heeting - A meeting wali held with Dr, Sylvester and Hayer 
Basbas evaluating the Halloween program and disucssing the possibilities 
for the upcoming year. 

2, CO~IUNICATION 

A. Community Council request to name two Delegates for coming year - There 
should be one Commission member to represent the Commission as a whole 
in this years board, in addition to Co~ssioner Penney, No delagate 
was definitely appointed at this time, 

B. A letter was recently received by Commissioner Penney from the Select
men of the town of Wellesley regarding an artificial ice rink to be 
built by Met, Dist, Comm, They would also like to have a report on 
what,:its effect wuld be for Newton, They would also like to make 
arrangements to meet with the surrounding communities, Needham, Newton 
and Weston to exchange information and press for construction of such 
a facility. This is agreeable to the Recreation Commission unless 
Mayor objects. 
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Present: 

NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY EVENING - (HOLIDAY) 

June 17, 1968 

Commissioner Penney, Mrs, Worthing L, West, Messrs. Joseph Selden, T, Frank 
Copp, Howard Whitemore II and M, Lesbirel, Secretary, 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P. M. 

I. Minutes of May meeting were reviewed and accepted as circulated, 

II. Commissioner's Reports 

I 
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A. Monthly reports of program and maintenance were distributed by Commissioner Penney 
to all members of the Commission. Ball fields have been marked for all National 
League, International League, Softball, Little-League, Elementary School, Sedondary 
schools and college games and also Lacrosse games this year. All areas are ready 
for the summer season: raft, floats, ladders, "H" pier and side raft for sail boats 
were put in Crystal Lake and sand was added to beach. Sand boxes and picnic tables 
and swings installed in playground areas. Pool was set up at Peabody Home for 
summer use. Gath.Swimming pool was filled and equipment put into operation. High 
grass was cut in playground areas, .dullough 1 s Pond and Edmond's Park, Edmond's 
Park was cut, raked etc., trash taken away and barrels installed for church-school 
and picnics for June and ~uly. Sub-soil was put out on each backstop for fill, 

B. 

c. 

III 

Tennis courts were maintained and salted · 

Mrs, West reported that the tennis courts are in the best condition they have 
ever been (she went to most of the courts in the city and deliberately asked people 
how they felt about the tennis courts. Those people she talked with, felt that 
the courts were in excellent condition). 

Since swimming facilities are open on June lOth, from 2:00 to 4:00 P. M. and 
6:00 to 8:00 P. M., the staff for swimming at pool and Lake are arranged, Bob 
Jackson is manager at Crystal Lake and Jim Gifford is manager at Gath Pool, 

Playgrounds will open the 24th of June, Staff is or~anized and plans are. 
made for a training session on Friday and a final Staff meeting of Monday morning, 
After the meeting, they will disperse to the various playgrounds, 

Commissioner Penney reported that the Board of Aldermen had acted on the 
Infirmary land. Effective by July 1, 1968, the transfer of approximately 
20 acres of land, known as the "Infirmary Land" on Winchester St. from the 
Welfare ~epartment to the Recreation Department (about 10 acres of this land 
may be used by School Department if needed), 

Communications 

A. The Bay State Judo Club has requested permission to charge a hifher fee -
~1.00 per week. At present they have volunteer Black and Brown belt holders 
as instructors. A registration fee of :j;:lO,OO would be charged plus 1!6,00 
for adults and $3,00 for ;juniors. They need extra funds to bring in visiting 
experts for special clinics and to send club members to compete in meets. 

The Recreation Commission specifies that no profit is to be made and no New
ton resident shall be denied membership, also that the Recreation Department would 
be unable to pay for the Gity Tournament. 



The Commission unaimously voted to allow the increase in fees with the under
standing that Scholarships would be available, at the discretion of a representative 
or of the Commissioner of Recreation. 

B. Visit by two representative from Newton Highlands Churches - regarding the Cold 
Spring Area. The Social Action Committee from the Combined Weekday Church School; 
representatives - ¥xs. William Ward and Mrs. Phillip Snodgrass. This Committee feels 
that the Cold Spring Areas, as it is at present is an area of danger and liability. 
A report was read to the Commission by Mrs. Snodgrass, explaining their ideas and 
proposals. (report on file) 

Mr. Selden pointed out to the ladies that not too many years ago a field house 
was constructed in this area at an approximate cost of $20,000.00 only to be destroyed 
withd~w~&F&, by boys in Newtcn Highlands. Commissioner Penney has arranged lead
ers for playground activities and ball diamonds have been prepared only to have poor 
attendence and more vandalism. This is a fairly inaccessible and remote area and 
difficult for the police to patrol. Commissioner Penney said that the possibility 
had been discussed of incorporating some additional recreational facilities, in con
junction to the Golf Course which is now in the planning stage. Mr. Selden said that 
this would have the extra advantage of reaching many people in the 20 to SO age group -
plus younger people in the grade and high school levels. At present, the plan for 
eventual development is an eighteen hole - par 60 - golf course. · 

IV Old Business 

The Commission discussed the possibility of hiring a Consultant - possibly the 
Allen Organization, Recreation Planners - to evaluate either the entire department 
or separate programs or areas. 

Mr. Selden made the motion that Commissioner Penney, contact the Mayor and 
request permission to have Mr. Allen make-a proposal. The Commission unanimously 
voted in favor of this. 

V. New Business - Youth Service Board 

a.,. Mr. Penney explained the new Youth Center program to be funded by the Youth 
Service Board. The Recreation Commission will act as official City-of Newton agency, 
approving use of these funds by means of sub-contract to Newton Comrrnnity Services 
Center Inc. Five areas in all -proposed to cover the different city areas. More 
detail on this program to be available at a later date. 

b. Mrs. West mentioned the Boy Scout troop that has met in the Field House on 
Tyler Terrace and spoke about Mrs. Bernard Cole {wife of leader). There is a great 
deal of traffic congestion on TYler Terrace, evidently due to parents of Scouts. She 
has spoken to Mrs. Cole requesting one side of the street parking, but has had little 
cooperation. It was suggested that possibly it would be a good idea if the Scoutsmet 
at another location this year as there are many Recreation Department programs that 
have difficulty finding available time at the Field House. 

c. Mrs. West will be at Hawthorn playground building on June 24th at 9:00 A.M. for 

d. 

the opening of the July and August summer program. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

I 

I 

I 



SPECIAL RECREATION COI-1MISSION HEETING 

July 15' 1968 I 8:30 A.l1. 

I 

I 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. Hest, Chairman, l1essrs, Howard Hhitmore III, 
T. Frank Copp and Joseph Selden, and !1, Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 8:45A.M. 

Special meeting held to review and make recommendations regarding Hayer's request 
to increase s>r.Lm time at Gath Pool and Crystal Lake. 

On Tuesday last, Commissioner Penney received a memo from Mayor Basbas, asking that 
the Recreation Commission reconsider the schedule for the swimming facilities at the 
Pool and Crystal Lake, He Recommended that they be kept open longer in.the day and 
opened earlier. lie also said he had received many calls regarding these schedules, 
He requested that regulations regarding the wearing of swim caps in the pool be 
enforced as this had been brought to his attention by various Aldermen. 

On \/ednesday; Commissioner Penney spoke very briefly with the Hayor regarding his 
memo, Explained that while the Lake is actually open at 9:00 A.H. the schedule 
shows a later opening as the earlier sessions are devoted to swimming lessons, but did 
not have time to talk further. On that same day Commissioner Penney called a meeting 
in his office of 11rs. Hest, chairman of the Recreation Commission, Hr. Hurphy, Super
visor of both Crystal Lake and Gath Pool and !1r, Robert Jackson, and !1r. James Gifford, 
!1anagers of the two areas and !Irs, Delaney, At this meeting, it was recommended that 
swim areas continue to close for a lunch break - not only to give the life-guards a 
much needed break - but also so that children who ca~e early in the day would go home 
during the lunch hour and have a regular lunch. It was also decided at this meeting 
that without further personnel and additional funds to pay this personnel, it would 
be impossible to keep the swim areas open continuously from 9:00 A.H. to dusk as the 
Mayor requested. 

On Thursday, Recreation Commissioner Penney checked >lith. the Health Department re
garding regulation requiring the wearing of a swim cap in the local pool, .It was 
ascertained that there is no State or Hunicipal regulation requiring the use of 
cap in pools, 

Commissioner Penney sent memo to Mayor Basbas advising him of the meeting and the 
findings and his recow~endation, and requested a chance to talk over the situation 
with him. As yet the Mayor has not called for him. An article appeared in Thurs
days newspapers regarding the Hayer's criticisms. 

Commissioner Penney stated that all qualified life guards that were available at 
the start of the summer season had been hired by the Recreation Department, and 
are now working - including one former guard on strike from the Telephone Co. 
At present, and at the schedule in effect now, we are able to adequately safeguard 
swimmers in both locations, but have no leeway. 

!1rs. \Jest pointed out that one of her chief objections to kee;•'cipen during lunch 
time is the fact that children are brought there and left for the day with no 
lunch. If the swinL~ng facility is closed, they do go home and eat, She did 
feel that perhaps the meal hour breaks could be shortened somewhat, 



Hr, Selden feels that >·le should be open more due to the short season but does not 
want to do this at the expense of safety to the ~vimmers, . He feels that we should 
request more money to meet competitive salary rates and hire additional personnel, 
Mr. Selden also suggested that possible we could utilize guards for more time on I 
hot days and let them have extra time off when the weather was cold or bad, 

)1r. Copp says that he feels the present closing times seem to have been well re
ceived by responsible parents as he has received calls to this effect. Parents 
like to know when the lake or pool actually close and when they can expect their 
children home, 

Hr. v/hitmore agrees that since so much money was spent on these areas, it is too bad 
that it is difficult both financially and personnel-wise, not to get more use from 
these facilities, 

Another point brought up by Commission members was the fact that while the Aqualator 
is running adequately and efficiently at present, the addition of more concentrated 
swimming with little or no rest time for the water, might seriously detract from its 
present satisfaction, possibly allowing a heavy concentration of bacteria. 

Commissioner Penney stated that approximately 22 extra sessions or additional guards 
at an additional cost of $2400,00 could conceivably allow the area to remain open 
straight through uithout the complete shutdo;n, (The Recreation Dept. doesn't have 
this money available in its budget). Even at this additional cost, we would still· 
be understaffed in comparison to surroundinr; Communi ties, )-!,D.C.· pools have a life
guard staff of 12 compared to our 8 at Gath Pool and the \lellesley Lake has a staff 
of 16 to our 12 at Crystal Lake, Also Hellesley lifeguard startinr; salaries are 
$10,00 a \-leek more than Newton's and the !!.D.C. is over $20,00 more, (Each year we 
do lose a fmv of our former lifeguards to the H.D.C.) 

In spite o:: the difficulties, the Recreation Commission voted unanimously to change 
the Gath Pool and Crystal Lake hours on this coming Thursday, July 18th as follows: 

Week days 

9:00 A.M. to 11:45 A.H. 
12:30 P.A. to 4:45 P.M. 
5:30 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. (or dusk) 

(the 2:45P.M. to 3:15 shift change would still continue, if necessary 
when the lake capacity of 1000 is reached and people are waiting to get 
in, as we have been doing at present.) 

Sundays 

1:00 to 4:45 P.M. 
5:30 to 8:00P.M.(or dusk) 

These time changes will reduce rest and lunch periods for lifeguards by one-half 
hour both at nooh and suppertime, but would not require additional staff or fUnds, 

.I 

I 
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Another change necessitated by_ the rescheduling of personnel, will be the necessity 
of having an additional man from the regular Maintenance Department go to the pool 
to help clean decks and vacuum pool (work which is now done by guards before day 
schedule begins). 

Commissioner Penney will write a memo to this effect to the Mayor and also request 
permission to release these new schedules to the newspapers. 

Commissioner Penney also notified the Commission members that on Friday, July 26th, 
there will be a consultant here to check on the fish population at Crystal Lake as 
a result of Biologist Cortell's request. 

Mrs. West reported that she and Mr. Penney, by letter to the Mayor, had acknowledged 
the receipt of Infirmary land. 

Danger zones at the Lake where children are swimming unsupervised were pointed out 
by Mrs. West. It is.hoped that the police department will enforce the "No Swimming" 
in these areas~ 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

September 16, 1968 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman; Messrs. Joseph Selden, 
T. Frank Copp and M. Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 F. M, 

I. Minutes of. June 17, 1968 reviewed and accepted as amended; Minutes of July 15th meeting 
accepted as circulated. 

I 

II, Commissioner's Reports for June, July and August: Reports of the various recreation 
programs, attendonce, maintenance etc. were distributed by Commissioner Penney to the 
Commission members. Commissioner Penney reported that the State Fish and Game Department 
had, so far, been unable to make the study of the fish population in Crvstal Lake 
although three appointments had been made. Each time poor weather or equipment failure 
have made postponement necessary. However, a new appointment will be made. 

III. Old Business: 

a, Revision of Commission Membership by Board of Aldermen: The Commission discussed 
this pending revision which is now in legislative committee of the Aldermanic 
Board. It has been turned over to the City Solicitor by them, for review. 

Commissioner Penney has asked Mr. Morang, Acting City Solicitor, to clarify 
Commission and Commissioner's relation under the law, in this matter, 

It is generally felt by the Commission, that these pending changes may have 
long-range repercussions on other existing appointed ocmmissions within the city, The 

Commission members have voiced individual concern with these changes to the Alderman, but 

I 
,y- feel no official action by the Commission, should be taken. 

-~~ , b, Youth Center Project: ~ommissioner Penney distributed a copy of the Youth Center 
· ~ proposal to each member of the Commission. It was agreed that discussion would follow at 
~a later date, after available information had been studied. ~ommissioner Penney reviewed 
~ briefly, this project, which involves the State Youth Board funding to the Newton Community 
'ti Service Centers with City Recreation Commission cooperation. There should be more information 

• available on this report by the October Commission meeting. Mr. Selden motioned to take 
~this subject up at that time and it was so moved by the Commission. 

'-::. 

~ c. Planning Consultant for Cold Spring and Infirmarv Land: Upon receiving the re-
o quested permission from his Honor Hayer Basbas, to ask the Allen Associates, a lfecreation 

· < Consultant and Planning Organi~ation, for a proposal, Commissioner Penney contacted Mr. · 
·~ Allen and made an appointment to show him the portions of land to consider for development 
f~' be the Recreation Department. These were: Cold Spring, 55 acres; F~mond's Park, 25 acres; 

Auburndale Playgroufid, 30 acres; and the so-called Infirmary land, 33 acres ( recently acouire4}, 

Allen Associates submitted a proposal for doing these plans, giving the following quotations 
on the individual plots of land- $1,400.00 (Cold Spring) ~1,000,00 (Edmond's Park) 1"1,000,01 
(Lyons -Auburndale) U,OOO.OO (Infirnary). Total separately :t'-4,400,00. "ombined as a 
total venture, the proce wo~ld only be $3,800.00, After discussion by the group, a motion 
was made and voted to present the Allen proposal to his Honor, Mayor Basbas with a reouest 
from the Recreation Com~ssion that the Mayor request the funds from the Board of Aldermen, 
to enable the Allen Associates to do the complete survey and plan a proposal, 
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I 
d. Carnival at Hawthorn Playground: Generally the carnival this year was succes

sful. It seEms to have been a better affair, as a whole, with better relations between 
operators of the carnival, Recreation Department and Police. One comolaint was received 
several days after the carnival, from a Robert Berkheart, regarding damage to his fence 
by one of the carnival trailers. He also mentioned that trailers were going out as late 
as 5:00 A.M. the next morning. Alderman Magni received one call on opening night because 
of late arrivals. 

The Police Department was pleased - they did close one game because of its gambling nature 
but felt the carnival was generally well run and conducted with a minumum of nuisance. 

e. Playground Petition - Turnpike Lane, Hunnewell Hill: Commissioner Penney met 
with Mayor Basbas again last week and at that time, his Honor asked that the Recreation 
Commission make an independant decision. 

The Commission took the matter off the table, reveiwed the past action, and the Commissioner's 
memo tb the Mayor, of Match lst (recommending use of only a portion of the property for a 
playground). 

It was voted to inform Mayor Basbas that we have received his letter and the resolution 
of the Board of Aldermen and that the Commission will make the study as requested. It 
was further determined that, in order for the Commission to make a considered judgement, , 
they would need further information - namely - whether or not - and how much - of this land 
is available from the T~rnpike Authority - and how much it would cost. 

I
Therefore, the Commission voted to respectfully request the Hayer to inform them as to the 
availability and cost of acquisition of the land in question - possibly by October 9th, 
the date of the next Recreation Commission meeting. · 

IV. NEw BUSINESS: 
a. Review of policy on playground use permits: During the summer recently past, Com

missioner Penney received a request from the Newton Draft Counseling Center for the use 
of Newton Centre Playground for a "Rock-band" concert and a "Street Theatre" performance. 
After checking further, there seemed to be some discrepancy on just w~at they did want and 
a question of whether either of these ~ctivities would cause a disturbance to neighbors. 
Ccmmissioner Penney refused their application as an "unusual request", (i.e. ordinarily 
the use is for sports: or picnic - neither of their uses fell into this catagory) which 
should be considered by the whole Commission. Commissioner Penney then received corres
pondence on the request from Mr. Huber, to which he replied, saying that it was being held 
for Commission consideration. He also received a telephone call from Alderman Flaschner, 
to which he gave the same answer. With members of the commission out of town and away on 
vacation, it was not possible to call a special meeting. After consideration of the reoer
cussions possible, Commissioner Penney requested advice from the legel deaprtment. 

Commissioner Penney now requested the advice of the Commission on this reauest. A dis
cussion brought out several possible problems relative to the community, as well as the 
Recreation Department - such as disturbance to neighbors, other playground users, etc. 
Mr. Selden noted that somtimes function of this type may bring an element from outside of 
the city and also attract a certain group more prone to "incite and promote" agitation 
which would not be desirable in the Community or on the playground. Commissioner Penney 

l oted that the Newton Draft Counseling Center had been asked to submit a full description 
of what was planned to do at the playground sot hat the Com'ltission could give their reauest 
proper consideration. However, no answer has been received. 
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It was suggested by the Commission that a definite ruling be made on this subject, toget- I 
her with development of guide lines for the Commission, at a latter date, when a com-
pletec L;ommission was on hand,. J1eanHhil~, if th_e_Commissioner was _confrorl_ted with a de .. 
cision of this type, he was advised to call a Special Meetine of the Recreation Commission 
or hold the request for a regular meeting. The Commissioner's approval of a request by 
the Republican Committee for a "Candidates Rally" and Alderman Flachner's letter ·of 
September 9, 1968, concerning both requests was discussed, 

The current thinking of the Commission is, as expressed in the discussion, to refuse 
permits for Politically oriented meetings, 

b. It was agreed by the Commission to allow a permit for the Boy Scouts to meet 
at the Newton Center Field House. The parking problem on Tyler Terrace caused by large 
meetings involving Cub Packs and Girl Scouts was discussed and it was decided that the 
Commissioner should investigate further, to see if either of these uses should be restricted, 

c. Twilight League Banguet: September 25, 1968, Conflict with Testimonial for 
Chief Purcell on the same night. 

Chief Quinn would be happy to have the Commission members come to the Testimonial after 
the Twilight League Banquet. As ·they will not be able to be there for the actual banouet, 
he suggested they donate ~S.OO (if they wished) to be used for a gift for retiring Chief 
Purcell. Mr. Fenney, Mrs. West and Mr. Copp, will attend the sports banquet and go later 
to the testimonial. Mr. Selden will attend the Chief's Testimonial. 

d. Next Commission meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 9, 1968 because of I 
inability of Commissioner Fenney and Chairman, Mrs. West, to be in attendance on the 
regular meeting night in October. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

I 



NEWTON RECREATION COMHISSION MEETING 

I NOVll'lBER 18' 1968 

I 

I 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Cl~irman, Messrs. Joseph 
Selden, T. Frank Copp, and M. Lesbirel, Secretary, Howard Whitmore. 

MEETING called to order at 7:00 P.M. 

I. Minutes of September 16, 1968 meeting reviewed and accepted as circulated. 

II. Com~issioner's Reports: 

a. At this time, Com~issioner Penney informed the Commission that 
Mr. Frank Shea, Recreation Foreman, will return to work on 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 1968 on a part-time basis, after his recent 
hear;t attack. 

b. Reports of month:).ymaintenance and attendance were distributed by 
Commissioner Penney to the Commission members. It was requested by 
the board, that if possible, these monthly maintenance reports be 
included with the minutes of the previous month at the same time 
when they are sent out to the members so that tlcev might view them 
more fully before the regular meeting. 

III. Old Business: 

a. Revision of Commission Membership by Board of Aldermen: Since there 
has been no further information regarding this revision and no 
report from the Legal Department, it was decided that no further 
action was necessary at this time. 

b. Youth Centers Project: More information is now available on the 
Youth Centers. At this time, there are two centers in operation: 
one at Warren Junior. High School in West Newton on Friday and 
Saturday nights and one - a Coffee House - on the lower level at 
the Congregational Church in Newton Highlands Square on Friday 
night. Good attendance in both centers. 

These programs are funded by the State of Massachusetts and each 
center will have an advisory board composed of adults and students. 
The Recreation Commissioner is on the Advisory Committee, together 
with Director of the Newton Conmunity Service Center, Tony Bibbo. 
Other members include, Judge Yesley, Officer Feeley, Attorney Peter 
Harrington and Representatives of the various neighborhood centers. 

Presently, Newton Centre and Newton Upper Falls are a~tempting to 
form their own centers. 
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There are still many problems unsolved but time may correct these 
flaws. While the Warren Center started with great enthusiam, 
there were abuses - since corrected by having a police officer 
assigned • 

. The Recreation Department has provided a. leader for the gym, one 
evening - Chub Ryan. The Recreation Department pays for a Police 
and the custodial fees. 

c. Planning Consultant Park areas: In September a proposal to His 
Honorable Monte G. Basbas concerning a development proposal requested 
and received from Allen Associates, regarding Newton lands: i.e. 

d. 

Cold Spring, Edmands Park, Auburndale Park and the so-called Infirmary 
Land. After study, the Mayor indicated that he would advise putting 
a request for monies for this project into the 1969 budget request. 

Commissioner Penney has since requested from His Honor, permission 
to retain Mr. Allen, at this time, so as to be assured of his services 
after the beginning of the year, but has received no answer. 

(It was noted that a call had been received from Mrs. Phillip 
Snodgrass oft he Social Action Committee of Newton Highlands, regarding 
the disposition of the Cold Springs area - this a follow-up of a 
P.!lrsonal visit by representatives of this committee to a previous 
Recreation Commission Meeting - recorded in June 17th, 1968 minutes 
of the Recreation Commission.) 

Playground Petition - Mass. Turnpike Land- Hunnewell Hill: 
Ori September 20, 1968 ~ letter from John Driscoll, Turnpike Authority 
regarding this piece of property was sent to Mayor Basbas which said 
that the Turnpike Authority will contact the Mayor directly, at some 
time in the near future, to let him know if t"is land is available 
and if so, at what cost etc. The Commission directed Commissioner 
Penney to wait until word has been received from Mr. Driscoll. 

e. Letter to Alderman Flashner regarding ermit(for Newton Draft Counseling 
enter was received and answered by Comm1ss1oner Penney: Commissioner 

Penney has been in contact with Mayor Basbas and Solicitor Morang 
regarding the use of Parks for this purpose. The Mayor questions the 
banning of all "Political" Meetings. 

Mr. Penney noted that this problem had been discussed at the Seattle 
Washington National Convention oft he Recreation and Parks Associati~n. 
The Omaha Nebraska Solicitor ruled that banning meetings of this 
type was a violation of the Consitution ofLthe United States. Detroit 
allows political meetings, but nc amplification of voices or music. 

The Recreation Commission advised Co~missioner Penney again to follow 
those guide lines set forth in the September~.16, 1968 (Page 3) 
minutes of tt.he Newton Recreation Commission Meeting until firm guide
lines have been adopted. 

I 

I 

I 
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f. Disposition of River Street Playground by Board of Aldermen: 
At this time .__!l_}inal~_SJ''-OS:j,j;i<?D,_Of this _la.nd has not been made 
by the Board of Aldermen. This site has been]II"oposed for Low .... -(-
Income Housing by the --Planning Department. However, the Aldennen 
from vJard 3 are for keeping it open. ) 

NE',r BUSINESS 
(!:-a-""1 1.-e><. d.ac.-ra.IA<..t.t.d ne> fo"'r(!?,_, rn.z..,.d""'d Gy f;J~cfo_, 

a. Petition for a playground on Stanton Ave., next to vJoodland }!BTA: 

b. 

A petition was received by the Recreation Commissioner from Hrs. 
Mitchell, Jr. of 99 Stanton Ave, for a playground to serve the 
children of that area, Unfortunately, this land is fairly a steep 
hill with a gravel or sand base (loam has been stripped from here 
in the past.) This property of approximately 3lll acres and located 
on Stanton Ave. has a value of about $10,000.00 an acre. 

City of Newton Engineers evaluated the cost of grading this land 
to obtain a small level play area of approximately 250' x 125 1 -

and seeding and fencing at about $20,000.00. This would not include 
purchase price of course. It was noted that this playground could 
only service one side of Washington Street due to the heavy traffic 
situation. 

At present, the Recreation Commission lacks information as to the 
number of children to be served. A motion was made and seconded 
to defer further discussion until such time as more information 
was available. 

Commissioner Penney suggests actual visitation to this site (as was 
done with the Hunnewell Hill site) by each Commission member, to 
better enable them to evaluate both requests, 

Letter from Nonantum Post 440, American Legion, regarding Victory 
Field: The Commission has received a letter from this Legion Post, 
requesting that Victory Field be sold to them, to locate a new 
building on this site. Discussion followed. This site is included 
as a possible location for low cost housing in the Planning Dept. report, 

It was noted that land contiguous to Allison Park is owned by the 
Atina St. llarco Society. Commissioner Penney recommends purchase 
of this approximately 47,000 feet of land (valued at about ~5,000.00) 
if Victory is declared surplus. Included in a plan of development 
would be Bocci Courts to replace courts that the Society has constructed, 

Problem, at present, is the uncertainty of the Urban Renewal Program. 
They could select either Allison or Victory - or even Stearns. Pres
ently under consideration for low cost houding are these areas, plus 
portions of the so-called Colletti land at Cold Spring, Ginsberg 
land at West Pine Street in llest Newton and some in Auburndale. 

Since the only possibiliby would be for the Commission to declare 
this land no longer needed for recreational purposes - which it would 
not do under existent circumstances - it was motioned by Mr. Whitmore 
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seconded and unanimously voted, that a letter be sent to Post #440, 
stating that, at this time, Victory Fieldwas not available. 

c. Letter to Editor regarding use of Dickinson Stadium: Commissioner 
Penney reported on the circUlllBtances surrounding this letter and his 
answer. 

I 
d. Indoor Tennis Association Treasurer's Report: Indoor Adult tennis 

program as Newton High School on Friday and Saturday nights. Program 
runs from October to April. Report for 1967 & 1968; cost $4,076.07, 
out-go- $4,036.07. Balance on hand is $40.00. Current season budget 
1968 and 1969; anticipated expenses, $4,214.00. These should be covered 
by players' contributions of $4,180.00, plus a present balance of 
$34.73· Reported by Dr. Victor Penzer, Treasurer. 

e. Letter from Newton Draft Counseling Center offering speaker: This 
letter was read to the Commission. No action - no conunent. 

f. Petition to Board of Aldermen to change name of Hawthorn Playground: 
It was suggested that, first of all, a ruling should be obtained from 
the legal department, as to who is officially responsible for naming 
or renaming one of the Public Parks or Recreation areas - the Rec
reation Commission - the Board of Aldermen - or other. Also, it was 
decided that it should be ascertained the feeling of the neighborhood 
and the Legion organization, or Veteran's organization in that 
imlllediate area. 

g. Webster Property: On October 7, 1968, the City of Ne<rton purchased 
the so-called Webster land for Park and Parklands, with Federal, State 
and City funds. 

h. Plans for Newton ffieh School: Commissioner Penney and }ass H. Breivogel 
and Mr. Reggie Smith of Newton School Physical Education Department, have 
met several timev and recommend specifications and space requirements 
for physical education and conununity Recreation facilities to be in
cluded, It is uncertain at this time just what will be approved. 

I 

i. Joint School P sical Education - Recreation use of Nei hborhood Schools: 
Commissioner Penney, together with • , Huston and ~ss H. Breivogel, of 
the School Physical Education Department presented a budget request to 
the School Board. Since this was questioned by some Board members, it 
may possibly be necessary to have a joint meeting between the School 
Committee and the Recreation Commission. 

j. Preliminary 1969 Budget: This 'preliminary budget has been completed 
and sent to His Honor, the Mayor. 

k. There will be a joint meeting of the Recreation Commission with the 
Conservation Commission; meeting date and location to be announced 
latel:'. 

I 
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1. Mrs. West advised the Commission that she had been appointed by 
the NRPA to be New England delegate to the governing board of the 
Co~~ssioners Branch. This requires attendance at two meetings 

~' per year. 

The next meeting will be held on December 16, 196R at 7:00 P.M. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



I 
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NE'vlTOII RECREATION COH!IISSION 

MINUTES OF THE !1EETING FEBRUARY 18, 1969 

PRESENT: Commissioner John Penney, Mrs. Worthing L. \lest, Chairman, Hessrs. T. Frank 
Copp, Howard Whitmore, III. 

MEETING: called to order 7:20P.M. 

I. Minutes of the November and January meeting were accepted with the following 
correction: }tr. Whitmore to be listed as present at November meeting. 

II. COMtUSSIONER 1 S REPORTS: 

a, The December and January activities and maintenance reports were distributed, 

b. The actention of the Commission members was directed to the Recreation 
Department's mimeographed listing of all winter progra~s which has been 
widely disseminated. 

c. The order #969-68 of the Board of Aldermen of Decemb€r 16, 1968 authorizing 
the expenditure of State Youth Service Board funds to be adminictered by 
the Newton Community Service Center under the Recreation Commission was 
presented. The current program of the Youth Centers was discribed by 
which hopefully will improve. 

d. Commissioner Penney reported that the Halloween evaluation by Staff and Dr. 
Emerson Sylvester, General Chairman, recommends a Spring meeting of PTA 
Halloween chairman to review past performance and make plans for next fall, 
1968 attendance at elementary parties·matched 1967 of approximately 6800. 
Jr. High attendance dropped 100 to approximately 1640. 

III. COMHUNICATIONS 

a, It was noted that several Board of Aldermen docket items concerning the 
Recreation Commission are still pending and being held in committee. 

b, A petition of Mark Chesler et al opposed to the conversion of Cold Springs 
Playground to a golf course was presented. The following motion by 
Commissioner Penney, seconded by Mr. Wilitmore was passed: 'that this 
petition be referred to the Allen Organization to be considered when they 
make the proposed study of Cold Springs and other recreation park areas." 

c. A letter from Joha P. Alevizos requestin,; permission for the Newton South 
Little League to construct dugouts at Richardson Playground at their expense 
seconded by Mr. Whitmore was passed: that permission be granted subJect to 
conditions set forth by the Recreation Commission in conjunction with other 
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c. City officials (City Solicitor, City Engineers, etc.); and that no other 
sL~lar request be granted for at l~ast a year until sufficient time to 
been determined. 

d. A request by Harshall Glen to h~ld a dog obedience training match on I 
Lyons Playground at which an admissions charge >lill be made

1
,was reo:d. 

The following motion by Hr. 1dhitmore, seconded by Commissioner Pen:1ey 
was passed; that the Commission be directed to issue a permit under the 
conditions that a donation could be collected from spectators, but 
that no person could be dtnied access to the playground for non-pa-~ent. 

e. A request from Victor Stout for use of Auburndale baseball diamond for 
Boston University varsity was read. Permission was granted for the 
1969 season. 

f. A letter of thanks from the Second Church for the use of Edwards Park 
for a two week day camp in 1968 was noted. 

g. A conmtunication from the Highland Glee Club of Newton asking financial 
subsidy by the Recreation Department was presented and discussed. 
The following motion by Mr. Whitmore, seconded by Mrs. '.vest was passed' 
that the Co~~ssioner inform the club representative that the priority 
of needs for the departments budgeted funds is such that the departme01ts 
budgeted funds is such that the departments cannot undertake to support 
the club financially. 

r:J. OLD BUSINESS 

a.b.c. The following motion by Commissioner Penney, seconded by Hr. Hhitmore was I 
passed: that any action or recommendation by the Recreation Comrnissioner 

d.e. 

on the matters of (a) The Turnpike Land Play~round proposal, (b) The 
Stanton Avenue Playground proposal and (c) The reconsideration of River 
Street Playground be delayed pending a review of the Planning Department's 
Open Space and Recreation Analysis Part II, which currently is in 
preparation. 

(Re: Re-naming Alison Park and Hawthorn. Letters sent to Tambasco and Valenzano) 
Order #791-68 of the Boe;rd of Aldermen and the City Solicitor 1 s opinion 
that the naming and the re-naming of playgrounds lies soley within the· 
jurisdiction of the Recreation Commission was discussed in connection with 
petitions to re-name the Hawthorne Playground the Sargeant Enrico Pagnano 
Memorial Park and to re-name to Allison Park the Private First Class Richard 
J. Forte Playground. The following motion by Hr. iihitmore, seconded by 
Commissioner Penney was passed: that these petitions to re-name Hawthorne 
Playground and Allison Park both be denied. That the Recreation Co~~ssion 
suggest to the petitioners that the residents of Nonamtum consider the 
establish.'!lent of a suitable memorial to honor all Nonamtum citizens who 
gave their lives for their country in all wars. 

f •. The newspaper article regarding the Nonamtum Legion Post proposal to 
acquire a part of Victory Field was discussed. The foll011ing motion 
by Commissioner Penney, seconded by J.1r. Copp, was passed: That any 
action regarding Victory Field by delayed pending a review of the I 
Planning Department's Open Space and Recreation Analysis Part II, which 
is currently in preparation. 
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V, NE,I BUSINESS 

a, Relationship of the Recreation Commission to the Conservation Commission and 
the Planning Department was discussed, The following motion by Commissioner 
Penney, seconded by Mr. Copp was passed: that the city Planning director be 
notified that the Recreation Commission awaits the completion of the Open 
Space and Recreation Analysis Part II, and requests that he meet with the 
Commission at as early a date as possible following its competion and before 
the final draft is printed, to discuss it and other related matters at a 
special meeting of the Recreation Commission, 

b, Commissioner Penney reported on meeting he has had with Reggie Smith, NHS 
Athletic director, architects, and others with new High School plans. A 
swimming pool and space for indoor tennis are still included up to this time 
and is expected will bE buillf.. A motion by Commissioner Penney to reouest a 
joint meeting with the school Committee to reach agreement on use of these 
facilities was not seconded and laid over until a future date when specific 
information is availabae, 

c, Commission members were given in 1969 Final Budget as requested and approved 
by the Mayor, and were requested, it possible, to attend the hearing before 
the Finance Committee of the Board of Aldermen at 9:00A.M. Saturd~r, 
Harch 1, 1969 at City Hall, 

d, Monday, March 17, 1969 was set for the date of the next regular meetin« of 
the Commission. Mr. Copp recommended that the Meeting start promptly at 
7:00 P.M. and continue no later than 10:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B, Penney 
Recreation Gommissioner 
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NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF THE MEETUIG MARCH 25, 1969 

/);I \ 
' \ I 

j 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Mrs. Worthing L. West, Messrs. Joseph Selden, 
T. Frank Copp, and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary, 

Meeting called to order at 7:10 P.M. 

I. Minutes of February meeting reviewed and accepted as circulated, 

II. Commissioner's Monthly reports of activities and maintenance, distributed and 
reviewed. 

III. Communications: 

A. Upon written recommendation of Mayor Basbas, Commissioner Penney has decidzd to 
supply season permits, free of charge, to Newton Recreation Faciliti,es 
(swimming, skating, and tennis) to the Board of Aldermen. The Mayors purpose 
in making this request was to ~llow these gentlemen who must pass on 
appropriations and programs the opportunity,and to encourage them

1
to visit,at 

least once a year, the various facilities of the Recreation·Commission. Also 
to be included are the Mayor and Commission members. Mrs. West stated she 
prefers to buy her own, 

B. Nick Pasquaroso for the new Youth Football on South side of City: Former 
officier ot' the Pop Warner football league is now seeking to form another 
league for the South side of Newton - to be known as the Newton Athletic 
Association (primary interest football), In a meeting with Commissioner 
Penney, he has outline the assistance he hopes to receive from the Recreation 
Department: use of football fields for play and practice at Newton Highlands, 
Newton Upper Falls, Lincoln and Meadowbrook, a metting place at Newton Centre, 

• 

c. 

D. 

a member of the Recreation Department (preferably Mr. James Murphy) to sit on 
their board, lights for practice and $500,00 in funds as a subsidy, if possible, 

After discussion by the Commission, it was agreed to table this item until the 
next meeting or until such time as further information could be made available. 

,,,_ D:>-· 

!!r. Mechum - concerning swimming pool in new school: Richard w. Mechum, Principal 
of Newton High School, has written to the Mayor and Supt. of Schools regarding 
his concern about the inadequateness of the proposed swimming facility for the 
new High School. He has recommeded the addition of a separate 35' X 35 1 

diving pool. This is in line with previous reco~nendations of Commissioner 
Penney and school physical education personnel, 

Newton Little League - Commissioner Penney has received a letter from the 
president of Newton East Little League, congratulating the Recreation Department 
on the work done on the Little League Fields last year and also requesting 
the addition of bench fencing at Bowen, Weeks, Spaulding and Oak Hill, (Note: 
it would be necessary to obtain permission from these schools before work 
could be considered.) 
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It was pointed out by the Commission that possible these fences might be a I 
hazard or limit the existing areas that would also be used for another 
field sports. 

Mr. Copp also questioned the advisability of setting a precedent which might 
find the Recreation Department in a position necessitating the installation 
of similar facilities for other leagues. 

No definite action will be taken at this meeting since final approval of the 
budget is still pending in the Board of Aldermen, 

E. Snowmobile use on Playgrounds: Mr. Frank DiCarlo visited the Recreation 
Commiss~oner with a reguest to use a snowmobile on Bowen Playground. 
Commissioner Penney refused this permission on the ground of noise, It was 
brought to the attention of the entire Commission. After discussion, a 
motion to deny use of snowmobiles or similar vehicles on any playground 
(due not only to noise but damage to turf and possiblity of accidents) 
was made by Mr. Selden, seconded by Mr. Copp - unanimously voted by the 
Commission• 

F. Community Council Dinner - On April lOth, there will be a "Dutch Treat" dinner 
held. Delegates are invited to attend, Commissioner (a delegate) will attend 
and will check with Mr. Howard Whitmore III (also a Delegate). 

Go Massachusetts Park & Recreation Societ Annual Board and Commission Members 
Dinner wil be held on pri th, in the N, C. 0. Hall at Hanscom Field in I 
Bedford, Mass. Cost is $6.50. Robert Quinn will be the quest speaker, 
Tables of 8 are available to members,, Commissioner Penney will make 
reservations for the 4 Supervisors, Mr. Frank Copp and himself (others to 
notify him by next week if they are able to attend - Mr. Selden, Mrs. West, 
and Mr, Whitmore) . 

IV. Old Business 

A. Visit of City Solicitor concerning Commission membership rev~s~on. At 
Co~ssioner Penney's request, Mr. Charles Morang, Acting City Solicitor, 
called upon the Recreation Commission to give the~ the benefit of his legal 
opinion regarding the presently proposed re-organization of the Recreation 
Commission, to include eight member~ one from each ward, and~the Commissioner. 

Since this is contrary. to the present State Statue, it is necessary for the 
Board of Aldermen to propose a change of amendment to the General Court of 
the State of Massachusetts, This has been prepared as directed, by Mr •. Morang, 
according to the resolution of the Board, If accepted, the Legislature must 
then pass this by a 4/5 th vots. This change must be filed by March 27th, 

If this is allowed by the Legislature, the Board of Aldermen would then be 
able to begin the revision of the Commission. Mr. Morang estimated that 
approximately two months would elapse before this revision could begin, If 

I 
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rejected by the Legislature, the bill could be re-filed again next December, 
which would postpone action another year. 

Mr. Morang noted that it this did pass the Legislature, it would clarify the 
legality of the present city ordinances, even it it were not revised. 

In the discussion which followed his visit serious consideration was given to 
the Commission officially opposing this proposed revision in the city should 
the Legislature make it possible. No official vote was taken but the sense of 
the meeting was that the Commission should try to dissuade the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen from making this change, since Commission members should view 
the city as a whole, rather than representing individual wards. 

Consideration was given to preparing a report showing the citywide nature of 
recreation improvements made over the past twenty years. 

B. COLD SPRING - Letter from the Mayor to the Massachusetts Department of Natural 
Resources for matching funds to purchase 10.6 acres of land east of the area 
already City owned. 

Mr. Miller, Director of the Planning Department and Mr. Penney, Recreation 
Commissioner are collaborating on this B. 0. R. project proposal for a 66 acre 
multi-purpose Recreation facility:'containing a 9 hole golg course, indoor 
skating rink and possibly an indoor tennis area. 

c. Commissioner Penney reported on cuts to date, by the Board of Aldermen - still 
awaiting final vote. 

v. New Business 

A. Review of Planning Department Preliminary drafts of Master Recreation plan for 
certaJ.n planning distrJ.cts to date. These were distributed to Recreation 
Commission for study and consdieration. 

B. Review of Brookline Parks & Recreation Department regulations. Copies of these 
regUlations were distributed to Recreation Commission members.·_,..for.:stildy•·t •;:;.,: :', ··•• 

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 P. M. 

Next meeting will be held on April 22nd (Tuesday due to Holiday) at 7:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTON RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

Minutes of the Heeting April 22, 1969 

I _., L· ~- -J I I 

j! 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Hrs, Worthing L, West, Messrs, T. Frank Copp, 
Howard Whitmore III, and Harjorie Lesbirel, Secretary, 

Meeting called to order at 7:20'P, M. 

I, Minutes of March meeting accepted as circulated, 

II. Commissioner's Monthly reports of activities and maintenance distributed, 

III, Old Business: 

A, Youth Football -South ,\31lie of City - request: It was moved and voted to 
accept and assist the formation of this new league to the following 
extent: To provide a meeting place at Newton Centre building unless it 
conflicts with anralready established program; to provide a i;torage 
place for their equipment at the Upper Falls building (they must provide 
insurance coverage); to provide a representative from the Recreation 
Department to their Board of Directors, as requested; to work out a 
compromise on playing fields so that both Pop Warner and Newton Athletic 
Association will have a fair use of fields, The Recreation Department 
would also be willing, dependent upon the availability, to provide 
some lighting on an alternate night schedule, With the Pop Warner Football 
League at Highlands Playground, The Recreation Department would not 
be able:.to provide any funds, 

B. Recreation Commission revision: Commissioner Penney reported that Hr. 
Morang, Acting City Solicitor has advised him that while the legislation 
has been acted upon, the legal department is still dissatisfied as they 
feel the issue in not fully delineated, 

C. Cold Spring Land: There Will be a Public,:Hearing held on April 28th, on 
tpe extension of Beaconswood Road for homes. According to the City 
Engineer, the zoning appears acceptable, but approval would have to be 
obtained for drainage as this is a natural drainage::land and is covered 
by the Hatch l·/etlands Act, City Solicitor advises that there would be 
no advantage to attending this hearing, (There will be a period of 45 
days after the hearing beforethere is any word.) 

D. Allen Organization study: Since the money was approved in the new budget 
in the amount of $4,ooo.co, Commissioner Penney contacted the Allen 
organization to see if they would include the Hunnewell Hillsection, as 
per Aldermanic resolution, for the difference in the original estimate of 
$3,800,00. They have accepted, Mayor Basbas has approved waiving of bids 
on this contract. It is now necessary to wait for the legal department to 
approve a wording for this contract, 
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Old Business, cont'd 

E. Planning Department - Master Recreation Plan: Commissioner Penney advised 
,, the Connnission members that he was in receipt of further rtports from the 

Plaiining Board and will distribute them as soon as they have been photo 
copied, It was generally agreed that it would be advisable to have the 
complete report on hand before any action or recommendations be made by 
the Commission. 

F. Rules and Regulations: Commissioner Penney distributed to the Recreation 
Commission,· copies of a suggested set of rules and regulations for use of 
playgrounds and school grounds, not covered by other City Ordinances. 
After study and discussion, it was unanimously agreed to approve these 
regulations - as to content - subject to acceptance of wording by the 
Legal Department. 

IV. New Business: 

A. Request by St. Mary's of .Mt. Carmen Society for a festival and carnival 
at Hawthorn Playground again this year: It was moved and voted to allow 
this carnival, subject to the same rules and regulation<in effect last 
year. 

B. Next Recreation Commission·meeting will be held on May 27th. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P, M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Mr. Nunzio F. Leone 
158 Adams Street 
Newton, Mass. 02158 

Dear Mr •. Leone: 

CITY OF NEWTON 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

May 5, 1969 

Following are the regulations which must be adhered to to make the enclosed 
permit valid for the St. Mary of Carmen Society Carnival request: 

1. The amusement company contracted with to handle the concessions must 
recieve approval of Police Chief Hilliam Quinn, 

2. The amusement contractor must sign a written agreement with the City 
of Newton spelling out the restrictions the Recreation Commission sets, 

3. The number of: mechanical rides will be restricted to the number the 
land will accomodate for the safety of the public and in no case more 
than ten, The amusement contractor will submit a list of rides and 
description to the Recreation Commissioner no later than one week before 
starting date, 

4. No gambling concessions will be allowed either by the a~Jsement 
contractor the Society or any individual or group. The Newton Police will 
close down ~ny illegal games. The amusement contractor will submit a 
list and description of the concessions to both the Police Chief and 
Recreation Commissioner no later than one week before starting date, 
No substitutions after that allo>-red, 

5. No setting up allowed before 12:00 noon or after 1):00 P.M. Wednesday, 
July 16th, Setting will not commence again until 8:00 A.M. Thursday, 
Carnival will operate Thursday evening, Friday,Saturday, and Sunday, 

6, Carnival will close before 10:30 P.M. on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
nights. All noise and lights will stop bJ' 11 P.M. 

7. No more than four male watchmen will be allowed to stay overnight to 
secure equipment. No families will live on the grounds, Watchmen 
will maintain quiet in the area from 11 P.M. until 8 A.M. At his 
discretion, the Recreation Commissioner may require the Society to hire a 
Newton Police Officer to stay on the grounds all night, 

8, Carnival will close at 10 P.M. Sunday. All removal operations will 
cease before 1 A.M. Monday morning and will not co~~ence again until 
8 A.M. Quiet will be maintained between 1 A.M. and 8 A.M. All trucks, 
booths, etc. will be removed before noon, Monday, 

9. Sufficient police will be hired to maintain order. 

10, No alcoholic beverages will be sold or allowed on the grounds, 
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11. All necessary licenses and insurance will be obtained by the 
society and amusement contractor prior to the start of the carnival •. 
In addition the society or amusement contractor will retabn insurance 
coverage to replace any permanently damaged turf caused by trucks, 
tents, booths, etc. - or heavy foot traffic of the public. The 
Recreation Commissioner will determine whether turf needs to be 
replace within three months after carnival closes. 

12. The society will see that all trash is removed and the area is 
suitable for public playground used before Tuesday morning. 

cc: Chief \·/illiam Quinn 
Mayor Monte G. Basbas 
Alderman Andrew Magni 

Very truly yours, 

John B. Penney 
·Recreation Commissioner 

Mr$. Worthing West, Chairman Recreation Commission 

I 
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REPORT ON HEARING HELD IN JUNE BY RECREATION cmlMISSION AND ALLEN 
ASSOCIATES - RECHEATION PLANNERS - REGAHDING AREAS TO BE DEVEIJlPED 
IN NEWTON 

The following four large areas were presented for suggestions and 
recommendations from the community. 

Auburndale & cyons 
Edmands Park - Cabot Woods 
Cold Spring 
Infirmary Land 

The following suggestions were made by interested citizenry: 

AUBURNDALE 

Pool - possibly in wooded area. (Mr. Allen noted that a pool in a 
woodea-irea was not feasible due to maintenance problems) Algae growth. 

Sailint; on Ware 1 s Cove. Sailing and safe boating to be taught in 
school then complimented with further instructions and practical exper
ience in crafts on the cove, such as rowboats & sailboats. 

Little League Field Possible relocate in North Area 
Bike Racks 
Hoops and Backboards for practice 
More lighting in South Area would prevent vandalism 
Band concerts 
An imaginative pre-school area (possible similar to Newt. Ctr.) 
shore-Line fishing 
Swimming in Charles once it is free of pollution (it was noted by 
a conservationist present that the likelihood of ever swimming in 
the Charles was practically nil due to the color of the water, 
causing a impossible visability factor.) 

COLD SPRING (Approximately 60 acres) 

Bicycle paths - possibly utilizing aquaduct 
Hiking trails 
Bridle trails 
Ball field 
Play area - swings etc. 
Building shelter - toilet facilities 
Year round pool 
Day camp or Saturday nature camp 
Commercial leasing - bowling etc. 
Skating - winter - (possibly nucleus to use as focal point -

branching out) 
Small zoo 
Hard surface area for multiple use 
Suggest also leaving some of this area 11 au-naturel" 
Some discussion of a small golf course 

EDMANDS (32 or 33 acres of Oak forest) 

Good potential for education use 
Dam-excellent biology use but a limited water supply 
Swamp - specimen supply - but drys in late summer 
Forestry development - student participation - learning to cut 

" " - learning to plant 
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EDPiliNDS {continued) 

Ski trails for cross-country skiing ( not hilly enough for down-hill 
skiing) 

INFIRMARY LAND (Farmland along bank of Charles River - undeveloped at 
this time) 

Boating - canoes & rowboats (no motor craft) 
Back board for tennis and hand ball practice 
Bicycle trail 
Bird sanctuary 
Horse shoe courts 
Bowling green 
Shuffle courts 
Fishing dock 
Walking trail 
Picnic area {reserved) fireplaces & tables 
Garden area for senior citizens 
Baseball diamond 
Model Farm.- live animals; chickens, ducks, sheep, l~~bs, etc, 

It was noted that vandalism was a problem in all recreation areas 
and that there must be easy access for the Police Department to get in 
to these areas in order to effectively patrol them, 

In a short commentary at the close of the hearing, at the request 
of Mr. Penney, Recreation Commissioner, Mrs, West, Chairman of the 
Recreation Commission, thanked those residents of Newton that attended 
for their comments and suggestions, This hearing had acted as a 
"sounding board of the community," Mrs. West also noted that the senior 
citizen now has more leisure time -with less recreation available. 
This will necessitate more recreation ideas for this group - and 
facilities - possibly within some of the Recreation areas discussed. 

Mrs. West also stressed natural uses of these areas whenever possible, 

Hearing concluded at 10:25 P.M. 

Recreation Commission Members: Recreation Commissioner John B. Penney, 
Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman, Messers, T. Frank Copp, Joseph Selden, 
Howard Whitmore III, Dr. Burton D, Levine, and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Recreation Planner - Elwood Allen and Mrs, Allen, Secretary. 

Aldermen: Miss Adelaide Ball, Mr. D. Jackson, Mr,, A. Barkin, Mr. w. Auryansen, 

About 40 persons attended this Public hearing, 

I 
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Present: 

NFT1TON REC'J};A '='IOU DEPART:·lElTT 

Hinutes of !1eeting Hay 27, 1969 

1sl- m..,.cfl•i l 
j)~ 1-ovo;, c 

Co~·r1"'n.issioner Penney, Chairman grs. ~·Jorthinr~ L. Uest, Nessrs. T. Frank Copp, 
Howard Hhitmore II, Dr, Burton R. Levine and r:arjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Heeting called to order at 7 :10 P ,l!, 

I. l-!inutes of April meetingrevievled. It uas voted that the wording used by the 
secretary in Hritin::; up the minutes of the vote on the new Youth ?ootball 
orr,anization Has incorrect. The corrected version of the first sentence 
under old business of the April 22nd meeting should read as follows: 

A, Youth ?ootball - South Side of City -request: It Has moved a:1d voted 
to ;,rant t'w request of this neu organization to the folloHing extent: 
It 'ms voted that ~'le Co;;mission does not intend to "accept and assist 
in the ;os:ation of this nn1 lea;ue" beyond the service it Hould 
non12.lly t;i ve to any group of citizens IIi th a particular interest in 

.sports and recreation. 

II. Cor.:nissioner 1 s r-:onthly reports and su:oner plans. 

Since the April :·!onthly report ~-:r:s not yet available, Co:n:nissioner Penney 
reported briefly on activities and maintenance for the past month, He 
also reported so:"Jc of t'1e problems that are ;:resently botherini; the 
rrecreation Departi':lent at the Harry r,atr. l:emorial Pool. ThEre is a drain
age difficulty undernEath the pool due to carillary action. This is an 
engineering proble::J Hhich is caused by an accu:uulation of ;:;round Hater. 
This has caused cracks in the floor of the pool ar.d loose tiles. 
Evidently a different drainage arran;ement '·1ill have to be made in the 
future. At present it is bein::; repaired, patched!' painted, It is 
hoped that the Pool Hill open on June 7 and Crystal Lake on the 14th, 

Tht:re :-rill be a ~irst Aid Trainin:3 Session held for the \iate:r Safety 
personnel on :Criday the 13th, 

Henry Barr:;r a:1d Jal"Ll s Gifford have Cec.n &s;3ir:;ned as maaagcrs at the 
sHil;nin::; areas, both are teachers. 

The S1·iil'lL.1i.n~ Less6:1S this year Vlill be civcn as a Neuton Recreation 
Department pro::;ram since the ::led Cross Chapter cannot support it financially. 
Commissioner Penney, !lr. Hurphy, Senior Superviso2 and Hr. Dob Julien 
and l:r, Gil Champa:;ne of the P.E:d Cross are >IDrkinro out the arrancements, 

This season the S1-lim facilities 1-1ill operate 11ithout breaks, The staff 
l1L'1ch and supper hours 1>1ill be stag:;ered, The only exception to this 
~vill be durinG excep t.io:1ally hot days Hhen overcrovJdint:; occurs. Then the 
areas uill then be closed, cleared, a:1d reopened for a nEM ses::ion. 
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OLD mJsi;JE.SS: 

A. A communicatio:-t frw1 ?red Dalicandro lias read protestinr; the RecrEation I 
D<:part'aent decision to accept the fornation of a neu football lear;ue 
in Neuton. l.Jr. Dalicandro requested that he be alloHed to come before 
the board and state his reasons for objection. Cor:ur.:i.ssioner Penney 
had invitEd ~~.im. to th£ ::tecreation Cor:u:ri.ssioh HELtint~ on this evenin;;, 
and he app< ared. 

Hr. Dalicandro and another represe:1tative from the Pop \ia:·llc:' stated 
that basically they fclt there Hasn't enouc;h room in Neu'Co:c: "'or 2 
separate football leacues. J.lr. Dalic<.ndro felt that there lJould be 
mo.ny problems cnated by lack of playin; fields ( in Darticular -
sharin~; ;:cHton Highlands field and felt that uhile Fop-~iarner 
equip:nent w:s adequate, t':is neu lea;;ue 1muld not hav<. proper 
tq_uipment, prop£r or~anization, }H'O~H:::r coachinc and llould c;cnerally 
interfer ·,rith t'-c :Jock 1<1ith boys zl to 13 they 1iere en:;a~ed in.) 
In brief, they object to the for::ation of this lca;;ue and feel 
that so:meho1<1 by acceptinG this neu lea~;ue, the r.ecrc.ation Depart~ent 
is opposin(; thew. 

Co:Yhctissioner Penney and other Corn:llission members stated to Nr. 
Dalicandro tLat the Recreation Departnent had a responsibility to 
all l!euton residents for the use of fields and that the allmring 
of this· neH [,roup co use playr;rounds in no Hay reflected any 
desire to oppose the Pop-~larner League. 

After these gentlenen left, a motion 1-ras made by Hr. Selden and 
seconded by Hr. Copp, to request a schedule of fields and dates 
desired fro:n these tuo lca;;ues ahead of time. 

It uas also motioned to recind the previous vote, stating that a 
member of the :Cecreation Depart;'!ent llould be available for the 
Doard of Directors of thE nn.; org<:!nization nlJeuton Athletic 
Association. 11 

There uill not be a representative sent fro:n the Recreation Department 
for either of these tuo Leagues. A letter will be sent by Comr.:i.ssioner 
Penney conununication this in,~ormation to both lea::;uec, 

B. Conn'lission revision >ms briefly discussed but until such t '_me as more 
information is available fran the lau departe1ent, no further action 
c&n be e:cpectcd. 

C. Plannin,; Departn!8nt Haskr Plan - To be presented at June meeting by 
PlanninG Director - James :,tiller. 

IV. IIE'd BUSIHESS 

A. Hr. Stuart Allen of the Allen Organization visited the Commission 
meetin::: after a day of visiting the areas of interest uith Hr. 
Pcn:1ey, which llill be included in the t;eneral upc6:ninc; recreation 
study. 

I 
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l!r. Allen is a veteran planner Hith 24 years of experience in Recreation 
Planninc; (in 1965 his plan for the city of Brattleboro, Vermont HOn the 
All-Anerican City A>mrd) • 

A contract has been extended to his coCipany sir;ned by Hayor and ·!.'1e 
Le~al Depart:acnt of the City of !Je>Jton, for nlanning of the folloHinc: 
areas - Infirr,Tiry Land, Cold Sp:2inG, I'C::-::_:,_nd Pari:, Auburndale Playr;round, 
Hunnmmll Hill area and so-cc.lled Tm·npi'~e Land, 

llr. Allen spoke very briefly to the Comr:d.ssion rer;a:::-dint; this study, 

l·Ir. Allen says that he 110uld uelco;Je talkin~; <~ith various people of the 
cocmmnit;T and may even hold an "idea" mcetinc; uith people of the City, 
He feels that the:·c are ~12.ny groups uith varied interest a:1d the Allen 
Orr;anization is interested in knoHin,-; about them all. t.'cels that the:/ 
Hould like to iCiprove Jut not necessarily change the areas, 

\lith rc;_;ard to the Cold Spring area, l~r Allen feels that a City Golf 
course could pay for itself and even malce money, 

B, The so-called nr,insberr;" land ne:::t to Auburndale Park sold to a 
developer <~_:Jd the C.rCCl has DOH be:en staked OUt fo'r sin;_;le housing • 
discussion of Garden Apartments but area is not zoned for these at 
tir:lc. 

Also 
this 

c. o'cetircncnt: Niss Lilliam s·,mrtz has notified !Ir. Penney, that she 
expects to rE:tire after 1,3 years of service in the Recn:ation Department 
this Jlli'1€. 

Te!71porarily }1~. Gcorz;e Frost 'ir-till tnke over 1-Iiss SHartz 1 s job as 
su::_Jervisor until such tine as a pernanent se.1Ectio:1 can be made. 

::r. Pen'ley also is investir;atinr; the possibility of a college r;raduate 
beco:.1inG a!'l intern. 

!leetinr; adjourned at 10:05 P.!l. llec::t meeting to b8 held on June 16, 1969 
at 7:00 P .:'I. 

· Respectfully submitted, 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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City of Newton 

Recreation Commission 

Rules and regulations for use of playgrounds, school grounds* and parks 

(hereinafter referred to as play areas) under the jurisdiction of the 

Newton Recreation Commission, not covered by other City Ordinances, 

1, No person shall enter or leave any such play area except at the 

regularly designated entrances and exits, 

2, No animal shall be ridden or driven through any such play area 

without written permission of the Recreation Commissioner. 

3. No person shall drink or be under the influence of, or have 

possession of, any intoxicating beverage, within such a play 

area. 

4. No person shall make a speech, take part in a parade or organize I a meeting, or put on a performance in such a play area, without 

written permission of the Recreation Commissioner. 

S. No electronic sound amplification device may be used in any play 

area without written permission of the Recreation Commissioner, 

6, There shall be no parking in any such play area between dusk and 

dawn nor shall any person be in any such play area between dusk and 

dawn .- except persons "nd their vehicles attending a special function 

authorized by the Recreation Commissioner - in writing, 

7, No fires of any description shall be allowed in a~y play area except 

in fireplaces made for this purpose except by permit from the Fire 

Chief, 

8. Archery, golf and model airplane flying are prohibited from all play 

I areas except for instructional programs of the school or recreation 

departments duly authorized by the Recreation Commissioner. 
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9. Snowmobiles, mini-bikes, go-karts and other motor vehicles of this 

type are not allowed on any play area, 

10. No swimming, wading or boating in any body of water in any such play 

area except by permit from the Recreation Commissioner. 

11. Public attire must be worn by all persons in any such play area. 

Bathing attire or men dressed without a shirt of some type is prohibited, 

12. No person in any such play area shall fail to comply with any reasonable 

direction given by any police officer, or by any authorized recreation 

leader or maintenance man or contained in any notice posted by the 

Recreation Commission, The lands and structures under the control 

of the Recreation Commission are public property and it is the duty 

of every person to see that all rules are observed and to call to the 

attention of the police or person in charge, of any violation thereof. 

13. No person shall wash, clean, polish, repair or perform maintenance 

upon any private vehicle in any such play area, 

14. The Newton Police Department is hereby authorized to enforce all duly 

established rules and regulations and ordianances and laws within any 

such play area, 

Violation of any of the aforesaid rules and regulations is punishable by a fine 

of not more than twenty dollars under the provisions of the General Laws of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Chapter h5, Section 24. 

approved 4/22/69 

By order of the Newton Recreation Commission 

Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman 
T. Frank Copp 
Joseph Selden 
Howard \ihitmore III 

John B. Penney 

*These regulations apply to school grounds where under the jurisdiction of the 
Recreation Commission 

I 
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I 



NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION Ill Minutes of Meeting, June 16, 1969 

Ill 

Ill 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Mrs. Worthing L. West, Messrs. 
T. Frank Copp, Joseph Selden, Howard Whitmore III, Dr. Burton 
R. Levine and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order at 7:15 PM. 

Note: At this time, due to preparation for summer programs, there were 
no May reports or minutes of the May meeting. These will be 
mailed to the Commission members as soon as possible. 

A. Plans for a Public Hearing to be held at City Hall on June 30, 1969 
in the Aldermanic Chambers are being formulated, at the request of 
of the Allen Associates, Recreation Planners, to receive suggestions 
by interested citizens regarding the development of Recreation 
land at Auburndale, Cold Springs, Edmands Park and so-called, 
Infirmary land. Commissioner Penney will clear the date through 
Mayor Basbas for his approval, then information will be released 
to the newspapers and all interested organizations. 

B. Turnpike land: Briefly discussed area recommended by Alderman 
Hopkins for a playground. Since original recommendation was made, 
there have been several protests and complaints from residents 
in this area brought to Commissioner Penney's attention. It was 
suggested by the Commission that these protests should also be 
called to Alderman Hopkins attention. 

c. At 7:55 PM, the Recreation Commission moved to the City Planning 
Department for a preview of the upcoming report of recommendations 
by the City Planner, James Miller - "Open Space and Recreation 
Analysis, Part II". 

The flanning DistFicts analyzed were made on a basis of population, 
traffic patterns, man-made barriers (such as golf courses, railroads, 
street cars, turnpikes, etc.) and natural physical barriers. stan
dards are based upon the National Recreation and Park Association 
recommendations for recreational area for population per acre. 

The recommendations for recreation areas were detailed by James 
Miller, Planning Director and Jack Simmons, the Assistant Planner. 
This report will be presented in full, in booklet form, the de
livered to the Recreation Dommissioner for distribution to the 
Commission sometime in the future after the Mayor has approved 
its publication. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 

Minutes of Meeting - September 8, 1969 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Mrs. Worthing L. West, Messrs, 
T. Frank Copp, Joseph Selden, Howard Whitmoreiii, Dr. Burton 
R. Levine, Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary and Miss Fran Towle, 
Recreation Intern. 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM 

l. Old Business 

A. 

B. 

c. 

Minutes of May and June Recreation Commission meeting (mailed 
to members) accepted as circulated. 

Miss Fran Towle, Recreation Intern, was introduced to the 
Recreation Commission. Miss Towle will be with the department 
for a year. She is a graduate of the University of Iowa and 
majored in Recreation, is a member of NRPA and AAHPER, has had 
a variety of experience in college sports, {golf, volley ball, 
swimming, tennis, bowling, pool and basketball), She was 
captain of the women's basketball team and a candidate for 
Women's Olympic Basketball team, 

Since Miss Towle has come to the Recreation Department, she has 
been involved in organizing a swimming meet at the Gath Pool, 
a water show at Crystal Lake, she has also organized a girl's 
softball team which has played competitively with surrounding 
towns. Currently she is becoming acquainted with-and helping 
to organize - fall-and winter programs, particularly for girls 
and women. 

Crystal Lake: Closed after the Labor Day weekend and after 
a very successful summer. A report from Henry Barry, Manager, 
will be made available shortly, 

2. New Business 

A. Victory Field: Commissioner Penney read a letter received 
from his honor, Mayor Basbas, recommending that the Recreation 
Commission declare surplus, that land known as Victory Field, 
He also requested that the Recreation Commissioner advise him 
of action taken. 

After discussion and upon a motion duly made and seconded, it 
was unanimously voted, 11that the Recreation Commission of the 
City of Newton hereby declares Victory Field in Nonantum, no 
longer needed for recreational and playground purposes". 

Co~~ssioner Penney will write a letter to Mayor Basbas duly 
notifying him of the action taken by the Commission. 

B. Allen Associated -Recreation Planners: Mr. Elwood Allen 
presented preliminary sketches and plans to the Commission 
for their inspection and approval. He suggested that they 

' 



make any corrections or changes, at this time, before the 
final drafting and printing. Some minor changes were made 
or suggested by the Commission. 

According to Mr. Allen, the next step will be the final 
drawing (after corrections and changes). The plans Will 
then be printed. One master plan will be colored, than 
all the plans reduced and put into a report showing the 
recommendations by the Allen Organization. These will 
accordingly be presented to Commissioner Penney and the 
Recreation Commission. In a separate report, priorities 
will be scheduled. Estimated cost of construction will 
also be included in this supplement. 

c. National Congress for Recreation and Parks will be held in 
Chicago, Illinois from September 12th to 18th. Mr. Penney 
and Mrs. West will be attending. 

D. Meeting adjourned at 11:00 PM. 

Next meeting: October 20, 1969, 7:30PM 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

I 

I 

I 
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Present: 

NEI'ITON RECREATION CO!-llU~SION 

Hinutes of meetcng October 2'), 1969 

Commissioner Penney, Chairman Mrs. Horthing L. West, Hessrs. 
Howard '.vhitmore III, Dr. Burton R. Levine and Marjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting ::.il.led!;oorder at 7:45 p.m. 

l. Old Business 

A. Commissioner's reports. 

B. 

c. 

l. Honthly reports are in preparation ancl will be available at 
the next Commission meetin['. 

2. Staff vacancies and changes: Commissioner Penney noterl that 
there were several vacancies in the department existing at 
present. Hiss Swartz anrl Hrs. ·Shea have both retired from 
the office staff. At present there are four openin.~s for 
laborers on the maintenance crew. The newly created Time 
and Construction Clerk is being filled by Tom Timmons ( promoted 
within the department) until a Civil Service Test is held 
and subsequent certification. 

Heetin['S attended: Commissioner Penney reported on his 
attendance at the Nation Consress of Recreation and Parks in 
Chicago in Septem'.>er. Hrs. 'dest, Chairman of the Commission 
also attended. 
Early in October, Commissioner Penney attended the Hassachusetts' s 
Governoo- 1 s Conference and also the Metropolitan District 
Commission Hearing Parks Development. He has also nttended a 
joint Conservntion and Recreation Commission meeting in 
Needham on Cutler Park. This is an area of approximately 8J:J 
acres of la!1d, much of it "wet land" runninp along beside the 
Charles River. It is actually located in Needham and Dedham. 
The Conservators hope to revelop this area in a very natura~ 
manner with wooded paths for nature walks, possibly board 
walks, close by the river fer bird watchinc, canoeinr,, etc. 
There would be no vehicular access beyonn what would be 
necessary for maintenance. This area is named the "Leslie 
Cutler Park" in hcmor of Mrs. Cutler lonr, time resident and 
Senator from Neerlharn. 

Construction projects: (1) Angier ball fielrl has been resoclred. 
(2) Lincoln ball field resorlrled; Varsity and Jr. Varsity 
will use this field in Auburndale as substitutes for NeHton 
High School durint; construction of new scho·'l. (3) Newton 
Sou'Oh High tennis courts (lighted courts) are now beint; re
surfaced with a cork-asphalt preparation. (4) NeHton Hir,h 
School can no lonc:er accomodate NeHton South High School for 
field events such as jumping, broad jump, pole vault, shot 
putt, hirh jump, etc. due to new construction. A short 
discussion followed and Commissioner Penney said that some 
money was available if a sui table area at Newton South could 
be found for these facilities. (5) Cost of the fence for the 
new Hunnewell Playr,rounrl will be $7,50:J.C)') and >~ill have to 
be a special appropri8tion from the Board of Alderman. 



D. Programs: (1) Youth football leagues - both Pop \-Jarner and 
1'/e,;ton Athletic League ha're been practicing anrl playing. 
(2) Hiss Fran ToHle, Recreation Intern has started several 
girl's programs. An evening group at the Lincoln-Eliot 
School, one at Hamilton School and also is currently 
orranizing a swim team (to be AAU sanctioned) "hich will 
be conducted at the Sidney Hill pool. 

E. Reports: At Commissioner Penney's request, Hub Testing has 
initiated a series of tests on chemical action of the lime 
marking material used in lining athletic fields for various 
events, to see if it e:as likely to be harmful to ?.thletes 
ta'<ing part in these events. It was found ~hat it i" less 
harmful if put on in solution - as the Recreat ;_on Department 
nowdoes. No final decision was nade at this time. It '''as also 
noted that paint, as a substitute, would increa:oe by several 
tines-the cost of the marking material, but would be worthwhile 
to protect the yourw athletes, if necessary. No reports of any 
Lnjuries due to lime on Ne>rton athletic fields have ever been 
reported. 

2. Hr. F. Elwood Allen's Recreation Plan is incomplete as he still 
is waiting to have located some areas at Cold Sprin~ and 
Auburndale. Corr.missioner Penney will have this information 
from the Planning Department and Engineers this week, and will 
forward it to him. 

F. New Busine:os: 
A. Newton, East, Little League 'lanquet No-:ember 2. Dr. Levine 

will represent the Recreation Co~mission at this banquet. 

B. NeHton Community Council Dinner, October 29th 

C. Halloween Executive Board Heetin''• October: ComMissioner 
Penney, Dr. Sylvester, Hrs. Robert Toher, Mayor Basbas, and 
Commission members are all invited to attend. This meeting 
will be held in the new BigelowJunior High auditorium. 
Hrs. Toher well conduct this meeting. 

Heetinr; adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 

Respectfully s:Jbmi t ted, 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

I 
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I 
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Present: 

NE\ITON RE8'lEATION C0:1!-!ISSION 

Hinu tes of meeting !'Ioven her 17, 1969 

Commissioner Penney, Chairman, Mrs. 1'>'orthing L. \·!est, Messrs. 
Joseph Selden, Dr. Burton D. Levine, Hr. George Maletesta, 
Universitr of HassRchusetts - Student Intern and Marjorie 
Lesbirel, Secreta~/. 

~:eeting called to order at 7: 3J p.m. 

1. 

" '-• 

Old Business: 

A. Minutes of September meeting reviewed and accepted as 
circulated. 

B. Minutes of October meetinf revie~<ed Rnd accepted as 
circulated ,,;_ th the exception of a correction from Miss to 
Hrs. (Leslie B. Cu ~ler) in paragraph "B". 

C. Commissioner Fenney 
June, July, August 
to study before the 

distributed monthly rer:orts for May, 
and September, for Commission members 
December meeting. 

D. Hr. Selden stated that he had given the matter of Crystal Lake 
fishing further thought and now felt that the Recreation 
Department sh·JUld consider stocking the lake, but do so on 
its own, rather than by the State Fish and Game Department. 

New Business: 

A. It wos noted that Mr. T. Frank Copp, Commission member was 
unable to be present as he is confined to Newton-VIellesley 
!los pi tal due to illness. 

B. Reconsideration of the renaming of Allison playground: At 
the request of some of the t!onantun residents, the question 
of renaminp: Allison playground in memory of PFC Richard Forte, 
>Those father is enplcyed by the Recreation Department, was again 
brought up before the Commission. (Previous action on this 
subject is recorred in the minu"es of the Recreation Commission 
on February 13,1969 unc1er - Old Business, IV, paragraph D. E.) 

At this time, two members of the Rer,..eation Department maintenance ·1 

division and one former member, representing the petitioners, came ·--'· · 
before the Recreation Commission to review this request. 
(Hessrs. Valenzano, Gorgone and 'o/illiams ). After a hearinG, 
the Commission members again discussed this problem but still 
feel that this disposition would not be fair to all the other 
Newton boys who ha,•e given their lives for their Country. 
The general feeling of the Commission members is that it 
would be far better to select a completely diflferent facility 
as a special memorial to all Viet Nam causualties. (Still 
in question is another petition requesting the Hawthorn 
Playground be rena.'!led Pap:nano Playground in memory of another 
young man) This problem has also been presented to the 
Aldermanic Board by Alderman Shea in the form of a resolution. 
The Conmission took no action pending word from the Board of 
Aldermen. 



:}{\ 
C. Allen Organization Study: Hr. F. Eh!ood Allen, Recreation 

Planner came to Newton to meet a~ain with the Planninr, 
Department and the Engineering Departments.due to their 
concern regarding traffic patterns and the peat deposits in 
the Cold Spring erea, It was clecided that vehicle traffic 
would be routed out on to ~eacon Street and only walking and 
bicycle access on the Duncklee Street side, Certain parking 
area modifications in the plans we~e also made which 

Commissioner Penney felt were good, 

I 

The preliminary plans for Auburndale also were reviewed by the 
Planning Department before Mr. Allen makes his final recommendations. 

D. News Releases: 11ayor Bas bas has requested that no news 
releases or statements to the press or radio be made -
without his aprroval. 

E. Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. Next meeting of the Recreation 
Commission to be held on December 15, 19n9 at 7:u5 p.m. 

Respectfully sub·"i tted 

11arjorie Lesbiral 
Secretary 

I 

I 
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Present: 

NEWTON RECREATION COM}ITSSION 

Minutes of meeting December 15, 1969 

Commissioner Penney, Chairman, Mrs, Worthing L, West, Dr, 
Burton D, Levine, Mr, George Maleteste, University of 
Massachusetts Student Intern and Marjorie Lesbirol, Sec, 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 P.M. 

Since there was not a quorum present, no bvsiness could be 
transacted. However, Commissioner Penney distr-buted copies of the 
November monthly reports and the minutes of the November meeting, 

HEARING ON ACQUISITION OF COLD SPRING LAND 

At 8:00 P.M. the Commission was requested to attend a hearing in 
the Aldermanic Chambers on the land taking by eminent domain of additional 
land to be incoporated into Cold Spring Park, utilizing Federal Open 
Space funds reimbersing the city 50%. 

President Bauckman of the Aldermanic Board requested Mr, E. Michael 
Ferris, Director of the Planning Board, describe and point out the area 
in question on the chart of the city. Mr. Ferris noted that the area 
was an integral portion of the Cold Spring complex to be developed, 

Mr. Charles Morang, Acting City Solicitor was also requested to 
describe legal boundaries, etc, 

Opposing this acquisition, Mr, Colletti, owner of the land in 
question, claimed that he plans to build low cost housing he~ (although,the 
planning department has noted that the land use is not recommended for 
housing • due to drainage) Mr. Colotti 1 s brother also stated that he 
opposed it, 

Representative Fishman spoke, at great length, in opposition, 

Commissioner Penney was requested by President Bauckman, to speak 
to the group present, giving briefly, the use anticipated in this 
recreational development, Mr. Penney told them that since the Recreation 
Planners report was not yet complete, he was unable to give details, 
but a multi-use plan was being created for the recreation of all age 
troups, He noted that the plan did not anticipate a major use as a golf 
course (but that part to be developed as a golf area would be a "public 
golf course" as others, in or near Newton, are all private courses. 

Commissioner Penney was asked if the land could conceivably be 
used for other than recreational use, He referred this question to Mr. 
Morang, Acting City Solicitor, Mr. Morang stat€d that since the land 
was not acceptable for housing, the question was irrelevant, 

Mrs. Moralow of Newton Lower Falls was also opposed to the purchase 
of land because of high tax reasons, Another Colletti brother also 
opposed the purchase as he said city did not need it, 



The Recreation Commission left the Aldermanic Chambers upon the 
conclusion of this particular hearing, returning to the Recreation 
Department. The Comrnission_meeting adjourned at ll100 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 
Harjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

I 
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NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION 

Minutes of Meeting - January 19, 1970 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Dr. 
Burton D. Levine, l1r. Joseph Selden, Mr. Howard Whitmore III, 
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order at 8:00 P.M. 

1. Old Business: 

A. Minutes of the November 1969 meeting were reviewed and accepted as 
circulated. 

B. 

Since there was not a quorum at the December meeting, no 
business was transacted. However, a report of the meeting is 
available. 

Commissioner Penney distributed monthly reports for December. 
explained that the girl's programs are increasing and he also 
the opening of the toboggan slide at Newton Centre. 

He 
noted 

Mrs. West proposed that the Recreation Department no longer 
make a charge for the use of the slide but continue to charge for 
the use of the toboggans, if not privately owned. 

c. Commissioner Penney reported that the proposed change of Commission 
Members which would include one Commissioner from each existing 
Newton \·card, is to be considered by the Board of Aldermen this 
evening. 

D. Commissioner Penney reported that the site of the proposed memorial 
plaque in honor of PFC Richard Forte, at the Allison Playground, has 
been decided upon by the Committee of Friends and information as to 
size, construction etc. bas been provided to the Commissioner. It 
was also noted that the cost of eracting and maintaining this mem
orial, will be stood by the Committee of Friends of PFC Richard 
Forte. 

An area of about 20 x 20 feet will be acceptable to the 
Commission (located where it will not interfere with the actual 
playground activity.) It was moved and voted by the Commission 
that the area plan and actual size be left to the descreation of 
Commission Penney. 

2. New Business: 

A. A report of the budget funds, locations and activities were made 
available to the Commission by Commissioner Penney. He reported 
that Youth Centers were in operation at Nonantum-Hawthorn Recrea~ 
tion Building, Newton-Warren Jr. High, Newton Highlands-Congre
gational Church and Upper Falls-Methodist Church. Those proposed 
at Newton Centre and Newtonville are not in operation just yet. 



I 

I 
It was voted unanimously to approve the proposed funds to be 

included in the Recreation Department budget for custodians, police, 
and assistant leaders to supplment State Grant. 

3. Allen Organization Blueprints: Inspected blueprints of Edmunds Park, 
Hunnewell Hill Area, Cold Spring Playground area, Auburndale and the 
so-called Infirmary Land. (There will be a joint Finance and 
Planning meeting on this coming Thursday night to take up the Cold 
Spring Land Taking. It was suggested that Commissioner Penney try 
and attend this meeting, to present the Allen Plan with the explan
ation that it is still subject to review and change. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

I 

I 

I 
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NEWTON RECREATIOI! COHHISSION 

Hinutes of Meeting - February 23, 1970 

Present: Connnissioner Penney, Chairman, l-1rs, ~/orthing L, West, Dr, Burton D. Levine, 
Mr, Joseph Selden, new Commission member, Mr. Paul J, Burke, and Marjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 p.m. at which time, former Alderman Paul J, Burke 
was welcomed, as a new member, to the Recreation Commission. 

l. Old Business: 

A. Minutes of the January 19, 1970 meeting read and accepted as read, 

B. Commissioner Penney distributed monthly reports on programs and mainten-

ance, He also reported that skating conditions at Crystal Lake are danger-

ous at present, due to the recent heavy rain and mild temperature, 

c. Memorial Plaque in honor of PFC Richard Forte at Allison Playgro~~d. · 

Commissioner Penney reported that he has instructed the Connnittee as to 

size and location allowed, Plans call for it to be dedicated on Memorial 

Day, It was suggested that Commissioner Penney should attend, and also, 

the Commission members from the area, 

D. Commissioner Penney attended a joint Finance and Land Use Committee meeting, 

of the Board of Aldermen on the Cold Spring land acquisition, to give ad-

ditional explanation of the project. Planning Director Ferris and City 

Engineer Schiavone also testified, the Committee's report to the full 

board was to favor the land taking for Cold Spring, but it will be held 

by the board for 90 days to await further information on "Turnkey Housing" 

by the owner (Coletti), 

Eo Commissioner Penney reporting on the Auburndale Flowed Meadow - former 

Ginsberg land - and now owned by Hcissac, said that the present plan is to 

build approximately 250 units of Garden Apartments in this area, However, 

the necessary approval of the Board of Aldermen has not been obtained, 

2, Ne;r Business: 

A. Bentley College - use of Auburndale or Newton Centre baseball diamond 

request for use of Varsity games, This would be for this Spring only until 



their new facility was available. We have allowed use of baseball dia

mond to Boston University in the past, but have since notified them it 

was not available due to.local use. After discussion, it was decided to 

leave this to the descretion of the Commissioner. The Commission was 

favorably disposed to granting this request unless the field was needed 

by Newton High School because of construction work at their regular field. 

:e. Hodel Planes: Dr. Levine noted that he had been requested by an advocate 

to inquire into the feas¢bility of using some open area in the City for 

the use of model planes - gasoline motored - by a Newton Hodel Plane Club 

or group. They would probably teach, assemble and learn to operate these 

planes. The Commission decided that since the neighbors complain about 

the use of these planes, due to the noise factor, unless an area could be 

found that was acceptable to neighbors, this form of recreation would have 

to be discouraged at present. 

(The Commission recessed for coffee and dessert graciously provided by 

!1rs. Penney. ) 

c. Problems coming to the attention of the Recreation Commission: Hr. Burke 

suggested that possibly when a problem came up before the Recreation Com-

mission, that the Recreation Department publish this problem in the local 

paper, stating problem and date of discussion by the Commission. He felt 

that probably those persons primarily interested would then appear at the 

Commission meeting. 

Y~. Burke also recommended personal contact with the Board of Aldermen. 

As a former Alderman himself, he felt that a closer contact with the 

Board of Aldermen would benefit both bodies, enabling both the Board and 

I 

Recreation Commission to better understand inter-related actions and achieve 

greater rapport. It was recommended that each Commission member personally 

contact members of the Board of Aldermen favoring the Cold Spring land I acquisition rather than a formal letter. 

D. Nets at Crystal: Commissioner Penney advised the Commission that he had 



I 
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Page 3 

he had written to Alderman Harrington advising him of the inadvisability, 

(both practically and economically) of employing acres of underwater 

nets in the various skating areas, as was his suggestion in the local 

papers. 

E. Change of Commission meeting night. Conceivably a different Monday evening 

would be better for the Recreation Commission to meet since it would sometimes 

be advisable for the Commission to attend Aldermanic meetings held on the 

same night that the Commission now meets. This seems acceptable to ever,r-

one and a new day will be selected, 

F. Miscellaneous: 

1, Commissioner Penney gave the evening date 3/5/70 and time of the Finance 

Committee meeting at which time, the Recreation budget will be consideredj 

All Commission members are welcome to attend, 

2. Commissioner Penney will write to former Recreation Commission member, 

Howard Whitmore III, thanking him ~d expressing his appreciation for 

his work on the Commission and interest in the Recreation Department4 

3, Commission members also requested that Mr. Penney to thank Mrs. Penney 

for her refreshments at tonight's meeting, 

Meeting adjourned at ll:l5 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Majorie Lesbirel 
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NDITON RECREATION COMNISSIOII 

Minutes of Meeting - March 23,1970 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Hrs. Worthing L. West, Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Messers. Joseph Selden and Paul Burke, and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order at 8:00 p.m. 

Old Business: 

A. Minutes of February 23, 1970 meeting accepted as circulated. 

B. Commissioner Penney dis.tributed monthly reports of programs and maintenance. 
In addition, MilS Fran Towle, Recreation Intern has prepared a recap of 
programs initiated or expanded by her, during this past winter season. 
These reports were distributed to Commission !·!embers. 

c. Field Use Requests 

D. 

A. 

Bentley College - Auburndale - Baseball 

A request for use of baseball field, for practice only, from 4:15 to 6:00p.m. 
Mondays theough Fridays - with no games played on this field, was discussed. 
(It was o1lserved that this request was for this Spring only, as they are, 
at present, building their own facility. They may, also, provide baseball 
clinics at Auburndale with the cooperation of the permanent Recreation 
Leader there, "Chub" Ryan.) To avoid any problems with neighbors, parking 
regulations would have to be strictly adherred to. Since no games are to 
be played, no extra maintenance would be required by our department. 

Dr. Levine motioned that the request be granted with the one restriction 
suggested by Nr. Burke, to be noted - that Ne>1ton School use is to take 
priority if necessary. Voted affirmative, with no charge unless special 
maintenace would be requested. Commissioner Penney will notify college 
by telephone or letter. 

st. Mary of Carmen Carnival - Hawthorn 

The use of Hawthorn for a carnival, held annually, was requested by Alderman 
Magni and Mr. Leone. They would like to use Hawthorn Playground for this 
festiwal, starting Thursday, July 16 (to be set up on Wednesday) and running 
until Sunday, July 19, culminating in a parade and band concert on Sund97. 

The Recreation Commission voted to grant a permit to this society with the 
understanding that the same conditions and restrictions would be in effect 
as last year. 

Soccer 

Commissioner Penney advised the Commission that Soccer has become a year 
round sport in Newton with much enthusiasm and subsequent requests for use of 
Soccer area - particularly at Hawthorn. His most recent request for use of 
Soccer field on Saturday, was from Honeywell Co. It was agreed by the Com
mission to allow the use of the Soccer field at Hawthorn when not in conflict 
with Newton school use. 

New Business 

Visit by Nr. Robert HacLaughlin, president of Newton Youth Hockey, concerning 



an artificial hockey rink, Mr. HacLaughlin feels that a youth program of 
this scope and growing yearly with greater interest, will of necessity, 
havE1'1nBi'fe1 ~ce time available. At present, in addition to the ice time 
made1 available by the Newton Recreation Department in Newton, Boston, and 
Cambridge, the hockey association has to buy ice time at Boston College I 
and where ever else they are able too. 

Hr. MacLaughlin feels that with so much interest in skating, not only by 
youth hockey enthusiasts, but as a general recreational sport, a city the 
size of Newton with a population of 90,000 would hopefully be considering 
a municipal ice rink or arena, 

Each year more boys between the ages of 9 to 1~ join this program, While the 
number of boys have increased, the ice time proportionately, is not available, 
According to Hr. NacLaughlin's estimate, the City is now spending about 
$20,000,00 for various ice programs (including School Dept.), He feels thmt 
if this amount could be spent on a permanent installation, it would be more 
economical all around. 

Mr. MacLaughlin has explored various ways of funding a project of this type. 
It could be done as a private enterprise, with private capital but on land 
provided by the City. (The example of Loring Arena in Framingham that ser
vices several surrounding communities was mwntioned,) Or it could be funded by 
the City, It was hoped that whatever methoa-was finally acceptable, the end 
result would be a facility that could be used year roun~. 

After consideration by the Recreation Commission, it was motioned and voted 
to ask Mr. MacLaughlin to bring back to the Recreation Commission research 
material

1
relative to cost of a hockey arena and rink1and also imformation 

relative to financial income and operation and expenses of other cities or I 
towns who have rinks. (Send copy of motion to R. Maclaughlin), 

Since any financial move must be initiated by his honor the Mayor, this in
formation must be compiled before any further action can be taken by the 
Com:nission, 

B. Letter from Arthur Ehrenberg of Newton East Little League regarding fencing 
in front of players' benches on school junior di&~ond. !1r, Ehrenberg came 
in person to the Commission meeting to explain his views, Briefly he feels 
that a dangerous situation exists for boys who are sitting in the open on 
benches and feels that a fence in front of each bench would protect the 
boys from foul balls, 

c. 

Mr. Ehrenberg has made this request before, but since the Recreation Depart
ment must have the agreement of the School Department representative, Mr, 
vlarren Huston, on school grounds, who feels that these fences would inter
fere with other sports, the Recreation Department has not proceeded to in
stall fences, 

Commissioner Penney will be willing to go with Mr. Huston and lcr. Ehrenberg 
and review this situation again this year, However, even if Hr. Huston agrees 
that fences could be installed, money is not available in the budget and 
would require a special appropriation from the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, 

April 14th Board and Commission members dinner of Hass. Recreation and 
Park Society, Commissioner Penney informed the Board that this year the 
dinner will be held at the King's Grant Hotel:(!} Beverly, with Bill Veeck 
as speaker, All Commission members said that they will be able to attend. 
Plan is to meet at Department office at 6:00 and travel together, 

I 
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D. Tennis Court permits and fees for 1970. After discussing this issue, a mo-
tion was made and defeated to increase tennis fees from $1,00 to $2,00 and ). 
$4.00, The Commission is uncertain of its position on assessing fees in view 
of the Board of Aldermen recinding past recommendations of the Recreation 
Commission regarding fees. 

Tennis courts at Newton South have heavy play, Motioned and carried that the 
Commission explore the possibility of having a metered collection system 
installed, It was also suggested that Commissioner Penney request a cur- f, 
rent 1.~1. financial statement and roster from the llewton Indoor Tennis Club, 

E, Niscellaneous and not otherwise classified, A motion was carried to direct 
Commissioner Penney to contact the City Solicitor to seek clarification as to 
whose prerot gahd'vehit is to set all fees and charges assessed by the Recreation); 
Departmen ; an w en this ruling has been made, to communicate this inform
ation in writing to the President of the Board of Aldermen and the City 
Clerk, (_, ~ ~-r -T"'" ,. 1'?7 o) 

Another motion was made and passed to ~eek a ruling from the City Solicitor 
as to whose prerogative it is to narr£ Recreation areas or facilities; and to 
also communicate this informat~on to the honorable board, -~ ~ . ,, ,: .·, · 

F, Additional parking space at Day Junior High. Commissioner Penney brought 
to the attention of the Commission that there may be a desire on the part 
of the School Department for more parking space at the new Day Junior High, 
now just barely unrler construction, No definite request for any additional 
land for this has been requested as yet, however. 

G. Representative of the Newton Community Development Foundation mentioned 
several s~tes as possible locations for low and middle cost housing to 
Commissioner Penney, Among these are several Recreation Department areas 
including: Edmands Park, Webster Playground, Cold Spring, Infirmary land, and 
Hunnewell Hill, Commission members expressed grave concern about this. 
T he Com:nissioner was directed to find out from the City Solicitor what 
authority the Commission hasoto retain its lands. 

It was also suggested that Commissioner Penney communicate with Mr, Casselman 
suggesting that they m~ be wasting time and money making architectural plans 
for property under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Commission, 

H. Additional Revenue Mr. Selden P.dvised the Board that it had recently come 
to his attention that perhaps 25¢ on each Fish and Game License collected 
by city or town could be claimed by the Recreation Department, This money 
could be used for stocking lakes or ponds, 

Meeting adjourned at 12:10. 
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NE'VITON RECREf,TION COMMISSION 

Minutes of Meeting - April 28, 1970 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman, Mr. Paul Burke, Dr. Bur
ton D. Levine, and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order at 7:45 p.m. 

Minutes of March 23, 1970 meeting accepted as circulated. 

Minutes of Special Meeting April 2, 1970, accepted as reart. 

Monthly reports distributed by Commissioner Penney. 

1. Commissioner Penney reported that a Charles River Clean-Up Day has been organized 
by MDC and neighborhood groups - with the Recreation Department cooperating -
for May 16, 1970/ 

2. Since the question of a legal quorum was brought up by Commissioner Penney, Mr. Paul 
Burke moved that Commissioner Penney request from the City Solicitor, in writing, 

the legal qualifications of the number of Commission members necessary for a quorum. 
Motion seconded by Dr. Levine and it was voted unamiously by Commission to accept. 

J. Correspondence 

A. Commissioner Penney referred to copies of letters before the Co~~ission of letters 
sent to him from NCDF representatives, Marc Slotnick and Robert Casselman, formally 
reauesting release of City land for the NCDF housing. A motion was made by Mr. 
Burke to postpone, in the absence of a legal quorum of the Recreation Commission 
and the absence of representative from NCDF, art'<f( decision regarding Hunnewell Hill 
and Cold Spring lands. Motion seconded by Dr, Levine; all present voted in favor. 

Mrs. Esty and Mrs. Litman from the Hunnewell Hill came to the meeting to protest 
use of NCDF in this area. Commissioner Penney explained to them that a further meet
ing would be held in the near future. 

Dr. 1:/horis key, from the Hunnewell Hill~ area came in late and expressed opinion in 
favor of playground in area. 

B. Parents of Swim Team 

A concerned group of parents, many of ><hom hade children on last winter's Swim 
Team, came with a petition of approximately 176 names. They would like to see 
the Gath Pool covered and usable all year round •• Hould like the Commission 
to consider covering pool - possibly with a plastic bubble or an air-supported 
bubble. They would consider various forms of raising money for this venture. 

Willing to~ toward this goal themselves, if city could match funrts. 

Representatives were: 

Patricia Holland 
Mary T. Early 

James D. McGowen 
Edward J. Mulvaney 
Terry McGowen 

182 Weoster Street 
26 Cottage Place 
4R Kensington Street 
61 Wildwood Avenue 
48 Kensington Street 

West Ne>~ton 
West Newton 
Newtonville 
Newtonville 
Newtonville 

It was pointed out to this group that,at present 1there were no funds available 
for this purpose and Mr. Burke explained to them that the Recreation Commission 
can recommend - but not appropiate - money. Initiation of funds or finance 
must come from the Mayor. Commissioner Penney said that he would be willing to 



~tl ~ 
meet with the group, He suggested that they obtain specific recommendations 
as to finance, structure, etc, The Building Commissioner's consideration 
will be necessary since he has charge of all city buildings. 

(One lady inquired as to the availability of the so called "Sleigh Ride I 
Fund" 1924 - 1934). Nothing immediately available as far as dmformation 
as. nobody present seemed to know what this was, 

Additional considerations will be heat & light, not necessary at present. 
Commisssioner Penney anticipates receiving literature from the Bird air 
Company on air-supported structures, and also information from the 
Bloomington Indiana Department, which has been using such a seasonal cover. 

C, Letter from Paul Burke, Commission Member, regarding new programs •1as read. 
Due to lateness of meeting, these suggestions were discussed briefly. 
Recommendations will be considered more fully later. 

D, Mayor's memo to Commissoner Penney was protesting the use of Newton 
baseball fields by outside colleges. Since this was a temporary measure, 
until the Newton High School needed the field, the problem no longer existsi. 

Commissioner Penney reported: 

l. A resolution has been introduced by Alderman Concannon, }o!roposing a new 
playground in the Central Avenue, Crafts Street, and Washington Street 
Newtonville area on a site presently part of City Yard. This has been 
referred to Legislation and Rules Committee of Board of Aldermem. . 

2, A resolution will be introduced by Alderman Jefferson relative to a play 
area to be located on Crescent Street property adjacent to the departments 
new yard in opposition to Housing Authority request that the area be I 
developed for low income housing. 

(Motion was made to hold this item for consideration at 
a later time. ) 

). Neighborhood protest of gasoline storage because of increased traffic 
at the Crescent Street maintenance headquarters has resulted in a 
denial by the Board of Aldermen, 

4. Three additional motions were introduced by Mr. Paul Burke, 
A, A motion to request Commissioner Penney to send a copy of the City 

solicitors opinion on matters Recreation Commission requests, to 
President of the Board of Aldermen and to the City Clerk. (2nd by 
Commissioner Penney - voted unamimously,) 

B. A motion that the possibility of a recorning machine be investigated 
to help secreitary record meetings. Commissioner Penney reported that 
the Department has a tape recorder which had not been satisfactory 
when tried for this purpose. 

C, A motion requesting that the docket be maile~ before meetings 
approximately four or five days in advance. 

(no action) 

Meeting adjourned at 11:15. Next meeting to be held on May 2'), l<>7rJ 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. Lesbirel, Secretary I 
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Newton Recreation Commission 

J.~eting J.!.ay 30, 1970 

Public Hearing 

Meeting held in the Aldermanic Chambers due to Public Interest in Itecreation 
lands being considered for housing by the NCDF. 

Present: John B. Penney, Commissioner, l!rs. Worthing L. \-/est, Chairman, Mr. 
Joseph Selden, Dr. Burton D. Levine, Mr. Paul Burke and Harjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 

l~eting called to order at 8:00p.m. 

A brief preltminary meeting was held by the Commission in the Committee room 
in order to again inform Commission members of portions of land in question and 
the Recreation Commission's concern Hith them now and in the future. 

An informal discussion was held and it was decided that it would be necessary 
to restrict testimony rigidly to the sites in question. 11rs. West also noted 
that it should be pointed out to the public that Recreation Commission as such, 
is not concerned about NCDF but only upon its effect on Itecreation la.'1ds. 

It was agreed to conduct this meeting generally along the lines of a public 
hearing with those persons for or against the NCDF use, being allowed to voice their 
ideas. 

At this preliminarJ meeting, it was also voted to send a letter of condolen~e 
to Mrs. FrruL~ Copp to be com?osed by Mrs. West. The Commission also voted to 
contribute, as a group, to the Cancer Fund in memory of their long-tL~e friend 
and colleague. The money wes given to the secretary, ¥.rs. Lesbirel, to send to 
the Cancer Society. 

The Commission then went to the Aldermanic Chambers where most of the gallery 
and balcony seats were full. l'lrs. l>Vest, Chairman, spoke to the group briefly 
to give them an idea as to how the meeting would be conducted and requesting 
that they speak only as it concerned the Recreation Comnission, not as to 
their opinion of NCDF. Mrs. West introduced the members of the Recreation 
Commission at this time also and opened the meeting. 

llrs. Blair Shick read a prepared statement regarding the proposal from the 
League of Homen Voters (on file) part of which was considered out of order as 
it was not pertinent to the sites in question. 

Hr. Casselman of liCDF spoke saying that the idea of NCDF was predicated on 
the assumption that low rent housin;; is neces~ary for Newton people in Newton 
and that generally in other cases the arrangement has been to locate large 
units in isolated areas. In this case, NCDF is trying basic scatteration of 
houses in order for better assimilation in the entire city. 
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Commissioner Penney moved and Mr. Burke seconded that the request 
of the !Ienton Community Development Foundation for the Recreation Commission 
to declare the property off Beacon Street (Section 54, Block 22, Lot 64) no 
longer needed for recreation purposes, be denied since "it is part of the 
Cold Spring Recreation Park area for which the Recreation Comt'lission has plans." 
This uas voted unanimously in favor. 

It was also moved by Commissioner Penney with }~. Selden seconding, 
that the Recreation go on record to the l'layor, the Board of Aldermen and other 
city agencies having jurisdiction o~r any part of this general Cold Spring 
Recreation Park area, to oppose any diversion to other used. Voted in favor: 
Mrs. Uest, J.!r. Selden, Dr. Levine, Hr. Penney. Opposed: ~:r. Burke. 

Hr. Penney moved to release a portion of Hunneuell Playground, but there 
uas no second to the motion. 

Dr. Levine moved and Y;.r. Burke seconded the mo;re that the request of 
the !lemon Community Development Foundation for the ltecreation Commission to 
declare the property at Hunnewell Hill Playground, no longer needed for r(ec
reation purposes, be denied. Voted in favor: !Irs. l·lest, Mr. Selden, l'.r. Burke 
and Dr. Levine. Opposed: Hr. Penney. 

It uas moved by Co=.issioner Penney and seconded by llr. Burke that the 
Recreation Commission recommend to the Hayer a.>J.d the F.aard of Aldermen, that 
the llCDF request to acquire a portion of the present Stern's School play area, 
be denied. It was further recommended that the housing be confined to the 
area now occupied by the school building, lawn, drives and parking lots. This 
was voted unanimously in favor. 

(rwc: Stearns School area. While the Recreation Co~~ssion does not 
have jurisdiction, it was pointed out that the NCDF housine in this area would 
definitely effect the playground at this site, cutting it about in one-half its 
present area.) 

~lr. Selden spoke again, as he has in the past, saying how fortunate the Recre
ation Commission is to have the opportunity to make available for future gener
ations, open space recreation areas. All concur. 

A public motion was made by Paul Burke that the '~creation Commission 
send a letter of condolence - Chairman, Hrs. viest to write letter- in appre
ciation for 25 years of involvement and service in the Recreation and sport's 
field of Newton to the recent widow of Fran!c Copp - Recreation member. Seconded 
by J.lr. Penney and voted unanimously. 

}keting adjourned at 11:15 p.m. 

Next regular meeting to be held June 15, 1970. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 
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Hunnewell Hill area first area discussed, 

Those opnosed 

Hrs. Cadwell 
Sally Locke 
llr. Cadwell 
Stuart Beard 
llr. Leo !1anfreddi 

Those favoring 

Hrs. Paul Thomas 
Valarie vlebber 

General feeling of Hunnewell Hill residents seemed to be that housing in area 
was undesireable and they were not in favor of it. Prefer to keep it as a 
recreation area, 

Cold SurinG area second site discussed. 

Those opposed 

llr. Cteven Waxer (absent but strongly opposed) 
Jerome Packer 
Walter Silver 
~lrs. R. Ratner 
Alvin Bean 

Those favoring 

1-lrs, Axel Koffman (petitions 
in favor of so-called, "snow 
dwnp"site) This not valid as 
this is not site in question 

General feeling was to keep Cold Spring area as open area and oppose housing, 

Stearn's School Area (It was noted by Commissioner Penney that the Recreation 
Commission does not control release of this land) 

Those onoosed 

John Heb'::>er 
Valarie Webber 
~rgaret Cormier 

Those favoring 

~. Burke again reiterated that lots and sections were clearly defined 
and that the Recreation Commission could not be concerned except with those 
definite sites previously recorded. No alternate sites could be considered 
at this meeting. 

He also stated that the Recreation Commission hoped and expected to 
make a decision this evening and that the Public was welcome to remain for 
the balance of the meeting, at the conclusion of the Public Hearing. 

A five minute break was suggested by Commissioner Penney at this time. 

Reconvene at 10:00 p.m. Commission meeting at a table at front of 
Aldermanic Chambers where members of the public who wished to stay could 
sit in public gallery section and listen, 

~utes of April meeting were accepted a circulated, 

A discussion of the site request was carried on amongst the ComMission. 
The following motions were made and voted: 
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Newton Recreation Commission ¥~eting 

~o7 Hinutes of June 15, 1970 

Present: l'rs. l'Jorthing 1. West, Chairman, Hr. Selden, Hr. Burke and New 
Commission member, Nr. Annis Asaff and J.larjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 
Absent, Dr. Burton D. Levine. 

Heeting called to order by Chairman, l'Jrs. oiest at 7:45 p.m. 

1. Welcome extended to new Commission member, JfJr. Asaff. Since NCDF 
requests for land have been upmost on the agenda in recent meetings, 
an attempt was made to gring the new commission member up to date as 
to land, recreation etc. It was again stressed that the Recreation 
Commission is not "For or Aeainst" NCDF but that their only interest 
being in the Recreation use of the land. It was also suggested that 
the secretary send some form of comprehensive SQmrnary of Recreation 
Commission action within this year in order that l1r. Asaff may be 
made cognizant of problems and action taken at monthly meetings. 

2. 

J. 

Commissioner Penney revieued the motions taken at the public meeting 
in ¥.ay. 

The Commission again raised the question as to the legal designation 
of lands. The possibility exists that the City could not give away 
those lands. No legal ruling has been made. Mr. Asaff also raised 
the question as to the legal status of NCDF and wondered if this had 
ever been determined. lie suggested that if no legal entity existed, 
nothing could be resolved. 

Commissioner Penney again mentioned the problem of the gasoline 
storage at Crescent Street. All equipment, at present, must travel 
back and forth to Craft Street in order to gas up. According to 
Frank Shea, Recreation Foreman, this takes a great deal of time and 
would be much more efficient for all, with less traffic, if gasoline 
storage were allowed in the already present storage tank near the 
garage. It was agreed, after discussion that a communication gap 
had existed at the time of the public hearing, between the neighbor
hood and the Recreation Department and that if the neighborhood saw 
that in six months there r1as no appreciable increase of traffic in 
their area, in spite of all equipment being garaged at Crescent 
Street, the subject could again be brought up and received with 
favor. It was agreed to hold this subject until Fall. 

NCDF A petition and letter were presented for the Board's study 
favoring the Beacon Street so-called "snow dump" site as a housing 
area rather than the Beethoven Road site. This had been presented 
to the Commission by Jean Strebeck (l'Jrs. Leo). 

A motion was made by Paul Burke requesting that it be duly recorded 
that it is not within our province (Recreation) to favor or disfavor 
public housing. This was seconded by }~. Penney and voted unanimously 
by the Commission. 

The "snow dump" site in question is Park land and not Recreation. 
However, even if the Park Commission voted to release it, it still 
would be necessary to go to Legislation and be voted. Ideally 
Recreation and Park Commissions should be combined. 'l'his has been 
suggested to his honor the Hayer by Commissioner Penney. JllB.yor 
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c. Cortell - Biologists - It is the general feeling that the Recreation Commission 
should think about doing additional work at Bullough 1 s· Pond due to its present 
condition. The main problem in this area is lack of money, Nr. Cortell will 
be experimenting with a new piece of equipment for Crystal, which would brin~ 
colder water to the top to cut down algae rrowth. At present there is some 
diffi~utly with an electrical part in the aqualator which will be remedied 
shortly. 

It was suggested by Mr. Selden stocking Crystal with Bass rather than Trout 
would, not only be good for the wate~ but would also be less attractive to 
"beer" fisherman. Bass is a bit more expensive but better for the lake. 
The size su;:-gested was between 6 and 10 inches. Another advantage to Bass 
would be the fact that they do not bite in the cold weather, while pickerel 
and trout do, Since this is a skating area, ice fishing is not desireable. 

It was generally felt by the Commission that it would be a good idea to talk 
with Mr. Cortell and suggest Bass rather than Trout as a "stocking" fish. 

D. Coletti Complaint. Mrs, l:oletti,, whose property abutts the Albemarle Playground 
came in on May 20th to complain about fireworks being discharged frequently on 
or near her property, She has also spoken to Mr. Copp. This is done late at 
night and is often quite frightening. (She would like a fence, but no funds 
available). The men on the various teams that play in the park are also 
using her woods for a bathroom, Mr. Penney said that he had told her that 
he would ~et in touch with the attendant there and ask him to notify all 
teams and leaders that the building toilet facilities were available and to 
please use them. He also notified the Police of the firework activity and 
asked them to keep a careful check on this. A fence along these properties 
should be a part of any land taking as sug~ested by Dav Jr, High site com
mittee report. 

III OLD BUSINFSS: A. SWIM FEES - Commissioner Penney and Mrs. West have met two 
times with the Finance eomrnittee, The Committe has been presented with 

I 

Mr. Whittmore's complete study of fee analysis and Mr. Penney's report
including recommendations of the Recreation Commission. Mr. Auryansen, 
chairman of this Committee, will present the Finance Committee's recom
mendations to the entire board of Aldermen at their next meeting. 

While it is not obligatory to receive the actual vote of the Board of 
Aldermen as to swim fees, the Recreation Commission prefers to have a 
'general idea of what the Board of Aldermen would find acdeptable. The 
Commission has never really ascertained their feelings about the following: 

1. Should the Recreation Dept. give swimming privileges to Newton 
residents free? 

2. Should the Recreation Dept. be able to pay costs throul'h this 
revenue? 

J, Should the Recreation Dept. make a profit? 

The Recreation 8ommission is desirous of promoting good will between 
the Board of Aldermen and the Recreation Commission at all times. (even 
though the law states that the Recreation Department ~ set the fee) 



SWIM FEES: (continued) 

At this point there has been no definite action taken by the Board of Aldermen or 
by the Recreation Commission. 

B. Re: The Board of Aldermen's resolution (suggested by the Committee of I 
Public Works, Mr. Hicks, Chairman, Committee member; Sacks, Egelston, 
Hopkins, Flaschner and Magni) to increase the size of the Recreation Commission. 

I 

I 
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B. Request by NCDF to re-present their plan for sites (particularly 
Hunnewell Hill) within Recreation Commission jurisdiction. Commissioner 
Penney again reminded the Commission that the purpose of the meeting with NCDF 
wag to discuss sites and housing, not NCDF. 

In these revised plans for Hunneuell Hill, the NCDF has modified and 
changed their ideas, using a smaller amount of Recreation land. They would also 
agree to pro"\'"ide, if Recreation agreed to this site, a "right of way'' access 
from l!CDF land to llecreation land, in order to provide a suitable entrance for 
equipment servicing playground. 

~~. Casselman was questioned at length as to other sites, notably Beacon 
Street, lle,rton Highla.11.ds, Stearn 1 s School area and I'ine Street and the Esty Farm 
area, by riecreation Commission. 

Nr. Burke also made apparent to YJr. Casselman of NCDF that he felt that 
the Recreation Commission had been unjustly criticized by NCDF in the paper, 
especially since he had been an early advocate of "low-income" housing as a 
member of the Board of Aldermen. Had the NCDF been more open and frank 
initially reG~ing sites, understanding would have been better on all sides. 

At ll:J5 p.m., NCDF representatives left. 

After visitors left, the Recreation Commission agreed that it would 
be advisable for them to tour the tuo neighborhoods and areas - (Pine and 
River Streets-Auburndale) and (Hunnewell Hill - Uewton Corner) within the next 
few days. The date >Till be set within a few days and members notified so all 
can go tocether for comprehensive consideration. 

}!eeting adjourned at 11:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted 

}furjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Present: 

NEVITON RECREATION COHNISSION 

SPECIAL NEETING 

July 16, 1970 

f/1 

Co::missioner Penney, Chairman 11rs. ~icrthing L. \-fest, Dr. Burton D. Levine 
}~ssers, Joseph Selden, Paul Burke and ~~rjorie Lesbirel, Secretary ' 

Heeting called to order at 7:45 p.m. 

This special meeting was called to clarify the needs and desires of 
Pine and River Street neighborhood in Auburndale and to again consider the 
of NCDF for land in the Hu.'Ule~Tell Hill area and to review other sites, and 
allow these groups to communicate with the Recreation Co~~~ssion. 

the ;\··' 
request ~.· · 
to · \ ' 

~· ( . 
In addition to the Recreation Commission members attending this session 

were: Alderman Jackson, Alderman Dullwinkle, Alderman Concannon, Alderman Jefferson, 
Alderman Harrington, Hr. "Jack" Hatthews and NCDF officials, Nr. Hark Slotnick 
and 1-lr. Robert Casselman. 

A. Petition for playground area in the Pine-River Streets area in Auburndale 
had been previously presented to Commis.,ioner Penney after the residents of this 
area had requested a meeting with Mayor Basbas. In turn, he had suggested that 
they come to the Recreation Commission with their request. 

Commu.~ity leaders from this area, stated that while this area is increasing 
in population, housing etc., there had been no increase in recreation facilities 
for children, adults or senior citizens. Jack Matthews, spokesman for the group, 
suggested that the Recreation Commission recommend to the l~yor and Board of 
Aldermen, that city owned land within this area be transferred to the Recreation 
Department and that sufficient funds for development of a playground be appro
priated in this next year's budget. 

He also compared unfavorably, the available space in the neighborhood to 
the playground at Newton Centre with its more sophisticated equipment. 'fhe 
Recreation Commissioner pointed out to l1im that the River ~treet playground had 
been closed 3 years ago due to general abuse, ¥Bndalism and constant complaints 
from abutters. Since then no person from the area has made kno~m any protest 
about this playground being closed with the exception of Hr. l·!atthews who visited 
!~. Penney to register his objections. 

Various possible locations were discus3ed. It Has S'.lggested that the 
subject of re-zoning by the Board of Aldermen should be settled before any chanJes 
could be made. hr. Paul Burke suggested that probably the ideal way would be to 
find the proper recreation and then make the request before re-zoning - rather 
than afterward. 

Complaints were registered acout the luck of playground facilities in the general 
l:est !Iewton area. It was pointed out that the Recreation Commission could consider 
the land acquisition and facilities improvements as two separate issues. 

The Commission members do recognize that the residents petitioning for more 
recreation space and facilities in this area do have some substantial factors which 
should be given serious thought by the City, but at this time, do not feel that . 
they can make a specific proposal. The delegation was complimented by the Commission 
on. their presentation. 

The Delegation from Auburndale left at 9:30 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL ~IEETING 

NEWTON RECREATION CONMISSION 

Sunday, July 191 1970 

Convened 6:15 P.M. - 70 Crescent Street, Auburndale - Department Headquarters 

Present: Mrs. West, Chairman, Messers. Burke, Levine, Seldon, Penney 

The Commission followed up on its meeting of Thursday, July 16th, when they 
met with the representatives of the Pine & River Street area and with NCDF 
official about the Hunnewell site, by touring the areas in question Sunday 
evening, July 19th. The Commission members went to the Grasmere Street 
entrance of Hunnewell Playground and walked over the entire area to the 
Boston end. Then we got back into the car and toured the West Newton area 
viewing Franklin School Playground, former River Street"Playground, Pine 
Street Dump (NCDF site} 1 new Burr School Playground, Murray Road School, 
Delan' s Pond area, \-lest Newton Common (J .W. viEEKS) Playground, and the 
streets and neighborhoods surrounding these areas. 

Returned to Department Headquarters - 7:30 P.M. 

In the discussion relative to reconsidering the Commission's Hay 20th vote 
not to release any of the Hunnewell Playground, Paul Burke informed the 
other members of a conversation he had had with !1elvin Dangel, City Sol
icitor, at George Hick's wake. 11r. Dangel informed him that he was in
vestigating a particular case w hich might well indicate that the 
Recreation CoMmission does not yet PaVe jurisdiction over the Hunnewell 
Playground, since the Board of Aldennen never took a separate vote_, 
assigning the area to the Recreation Commission following its purchase. 

After much discussion of the whole issue, including the Allen Organization's 
recommendation, NCDF requests, access for department vehicles, characteristics 
of the site, etc., Dr. Levine made the following motion, which was seconded 
by Mr. Burke: 

"That the Recreation Commission not vote on the Hunnewell Playground 
Land in question until a ruling has been obtained from the City 
Solicitor in the light of the new information he is investigating 
whether or not the Recreation Commission has legal jurisdiction." 

This motion carried four to one with Penney opposed. 

Regarding the Pine-River Street Area. The Commission members recognize 
that the residents petitioning for more recreation space and facilities 
in this area have some substantial factors which should be given serious 
consideration by the City, but were not prepared to make specific proposals 
at this time. After considerable discussion, the following motion was 
made by Mrs. Uest and seconded by Hr. Se'J..den and voted unanimously: 

"That the Recreation Commission, having met with the citizens of the 
Pine and River Street area concerning the park and recreation needs 

of the neighborhood, recommends that the Mayor and Board of Alderman 
consider retaining and acquiring sufficient land for park and rec
reation purposes in the Pine and River Street area." 

Adjourned - 8:15 P.M. John B. Penney, Rec. Commissioner 
Secretary Protem 
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10. 

The Recreation Co~~ission considered this proposal and various rami
ficatio~s. The sense of the Co~~ssion was to advise Commissioner 
Penney not to enter into an arrangement for this system at this time. 

Lion's Club Carnival: Hawthorn- AugustS to AugustS Charity. 
1ollowing discussion, it was generally agreed that it would be wise to 
deny this carnival request since they had so little information 
available. ~~. Burke motioned that the request from Lion's Club for 
a Carnival to be held in the playground be denied, since no specific 
plan of operation has been presented to the Comr.ission and it would 
be impossible to act upon. However, if in the future they would present 
the Coimnission with information as to specific details well in advance 
they will consider it. This was seconded by }~. Asaff and voted 
unanimously. 

11. 1~. Penney reported on the pool and lake opening. At present, the 
staff is receiving registrations for swimming lessons to be held durin~ 
the summer at both pool and lake. 

12. A series of band concerts is being planned this summer throu~h a co
planned program with the High School and Recreation Department. Ba:Jd 
concerts will be presented at various places throughout the su.111ller 
playground season. 

13. 

14. 

A neil Drama program is in its initial stages. A drcuna coach will 
visit the major recreation areas during the sumner playground season, 
workin~ with those children interesred in taking part in theatricals. 
In place of the Children's Theatre 1fhich has presented a day of plays 
sometime during the summer, this group will be working on presenting 
a play actually acted by the local children in their own presentation. 

!lew Business: Paul Burke has suggested a research of the percentage 
of the Recreation budget reflected directly to the overall available 
budget of the City. He feels that it is possible that Recreation 
could get a larger percentage if a thorough review were made. He 
suggests that in the fall, the Recreation Commission investigate 
this issue and compare with other departments and to this end he 
motioned "that research be done on the liecreation Commission ten 
year percentage of the Recreation budget with reference to comparing 
to the total city budget percentage wise. This ~Ias seconded by 
11r. lisaff and voted unanimously in favor. 

Neeting adjourned at midnight. 

Next meeting to be held September 21, 1970. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 
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NEVJTOU RECREATION COH!ITSSION 

Ilinutes of October 5, 1970 Meeting 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman, Mrs, Vlorthing L, vTest, Dr. Burton 
D. Levine, Messers. Joseph Selden, Paul Burke, Annis Asaff, and 
Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order by Chainnan at 7:50 P,!1, 

A. Minutes of Special Recreation Commission meeting of July 16, 1970, 
accepted as read. 

B. Minutes of Special Recreation Commission meeting of Sunday, July 19, 
1970, accepted as read with the exception of the final paragraph re: 
Pine Street & River Street area, which will be acted upon later during 
the meeting, 

C. Last paragraph - Special Recreation Commission meeting of Sunday, 
July 19, 1970, voted to accept as read on October 5, 1970. 

D, HALW<iEEll REPORT: Mrs , Toher, General Chairman of the Newton Halloween 
Committee :for the Recreation Department, delivered her pre-Halloween 
report. This year the parties will be hend on October 30th, Friday. 
Generally, this is acceptable to most schools and to the Recreation 
Department as Saturday parties would involve additional problems :for 
food delivery, custodial coverage, overtime costs, etc. The City of 
Boston is holding its Halloween Parties also on Friday, October 30th. 

Hany of the same problems exist as in previous years, some of the 
schools do not want evening parties (possibly a self-defeating sit
uation since evening parties provide activities :for children that 
might otherwise be involved in Halloween pranks), difficulty in 
obtaining building chairmen, lack o:f parental involvement and 
enthusiasm. 

Generally, the Recreation Commission members will visit parties 
according to their wards, The decision as to the Halloween supper at 
Mrs. vlest' s home was delayed temporarily, 

There will be an evaluation meeting after Halloween, 

E. Senior Citizen Report on Fall Foliage Trips was made by Mrs, Toher. 
Within October, the Recreation Department will sponsor several trips 
:for the various Senior Citizen housing projects at Jackson Garden, 
Horace Hann, Parker House and the new Norumbega Gardens, under Mrs, 
Toher's leadership. 

F, Patition :from residents o:f Stanton Avenue Area for Recreation Area; 
Representatives of the area came to the Recreation Commission meeting 
to present their request for playground space within acceptable and 
safe distance from their homes. Among those present were: Mrs, 
Hitchell, spokesman for the group, Hr. Holmes, Mr. Wyman and the 
President of the Auburndale Community Assoc. They stated that many 
of the children in this area now play in the vloodland }ITA parking lot 
or the Temple parking lot, 
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There is vacant land of 3.5 acres available on Stanton Avenue hillside. 
There are approximately 600 people in this area with about llL children 
between the ages of siX and eighteen and 32 children from under one, up I 
to five years of age - according to a planning Department report. They 
would like to request an area of one acre - or more, of land, equipped 
in a suitable ma nner to best service the most people. In this case, 
probably, a ball field of some kind and a screened-barrier tot-lot. 

The Commission felt it was unable to give any positive answer at this time. 

Mr. Paul Burke made a motion that the Recreation Commissioner contact 
the City Assessors relative to the cost of this land in question and 
also the City Engineers, for a cost-of development plan with recomm
endations- within sixty or ninety days (or before the end of the year). 
Hotion seconded by Dr. Levine and voted unanimously. 

The president of the Auburndale Association is now concerned that 
while this land is presently available, it might conceivably be 
used in some other manner if not purchased or obtained soon by the 
Recreation Department. 

G. ED!1ANDS PARK RESOLUTIOII BY ALDERJIEN: Comm. Penney reported thatthis 
area has had a major cleanup, by a special crew, this summer. The 
Newton Conservators plan a "walk" through Edmands Park on October 18th. 
The Recreation Commission members agreed with the sense of the Alder
manic resolution, to encourage more use of this area. 

Mr. Burke's recommendation is - that before going into any major I 
scale development of Edmans Park, or similar area - that existing 
playgrounds should be brought up to date and improved. 

The Board of Aldermen 1 s resolution referred to the Allen report. 
Since the Allen report has not been released, it was suggested that 
the Recreation Commission members might informally question his 
Honor, the Hayor, as to the release of this report. 

H. Letter from City Clerk: for the Public Works Committee of the Board 
of Aldermen, requesting definitive plan of Pine-River Street and a 
resolution by Aldermen Harrineton requesting Mayor to release, to the 
Recreation Commission, a portion of the Pine Street Dump site for a 
recreation facility. 

On a motion made by Hr. Asaff, the Commissioner was directed to send 
a letter to the Hayer to reqte st that the Mayor donate 'What, if any, 
portion of the Pine Street ·dump site area he is considering, to be 
given to the Recreation Department for a playgr01md. Seconded by 
Hr. Burke and voted unanimously. 

I. Discussion about "Recreation Open Space Plan for Newton" in relation 
to various requests for additional playgrounds "Stanton Ave., Pine
River Streets, Crescent Street, Newtonville, et all.) Since this 
plans' publication, it has never been established what priorities 
the City desires regarding its recommendations. This master plan I 
has been made with the Recreation Commissioner's cooperation and 
aid but the Commission has not established or evaluated priorities. 
During the discussion the Commission members expressed the feeling 
that they must be more aggressive in making their desires known to 

the Board of Aldermen. 
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At this time, Hr. Burke made a motion that the Recraation Commissioner 
be directed to contact the Chairman of the City Planning Committee and 
request that he call a special joint meeting of this committee with 
the Recreation Commission and the City Planner, to discuss the 
"Recreation/Open Space P1 an for Newton, Mass. 196911 • This was 
seconded by Hr. Selden and voted unanimously. 

Mr. Burke hlso reminded the Commission that earlier this year he 
suggested contacting the high schools - probably the Student Councils -
to advise youth that they would be welcome to attend Recreation 
Commission meetings and express their desires concerning Recreation 
facilities and programs. 

He also called to the Commission's attention, his suggestion regarding 
research of the percentage of the Recreation budget reflected directly 
to the over-nll available budget of the City of Newton. 

J. CO.MHUNITY COUNCIL DELEGATES: A request to Commissioner Penney for the 
appointment of two delegates to this Council. Commissioner Penney is 
willing to be one delegate, second person open at present. 

K. ROCKET lAUNCH REQUEST: This day, Commissioner Penney received a request 
to launch a solid fuel rocket on some Recreation Department land. This 
person informed Commissioner Penney that a new State regulation is now 
in effect but that Fire Chief Perkins would hot issue a permit unless 
Recreation Commission gave permission to use a playground to launch. 

The Commission recommended that the Commissioner check with Fire and 
Legal Department for further information and not issue permits until 
this information has been acquired and re;>orted. It was suggestec' 
that a representative, wishing to launch rockets, from public 
recreation land, present their story at a future Commission meeting. 

Heeting adjourned at 11:10 P.H. · The next meeting of the Recreation 
Commission will be held on November 2, 1970. 

Respectfully submitted 

11arjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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llEHTON RECREATION CONMISSION 

Minutes of November 2, 1970 Heeting 

Present: Co1'1"1lissioner penney, Chairman, Hrs. Worthing L. 
Levine, !1r, Paul Burke, newly appointed member, 
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

\lest, Dr. Burton L. 
Hr. Stephen Crosby, 

!1eeting called to order at 7:50 P.l1. 

1. 

A. 

Review of Pine/River Street Site: 

Seven representatives from the P~e-River Street_area in A~burndale 
attended tlds meeting. Their obJeCt being a reVkew of the1r earlier 
request for recreation space and equipmen~ somewhere.within this area, 
They are desirous of l·rorking with Recreat1on Commiss1on, the Board of 
Aldermen or the Hayor, in whatever wey they can to expedite this project. 

In response to Commissioner Penney's letter to the Imyor, regarding the 
amount of land in the Pine Street area to be assigned to the Recreation 
Department, a reply was received from the l!ayor indicating that until a 
recommendation comes to him, he is not prepared at this time, to make a 
assignment of a specification. 

Due to the fact that there is no clear-cut deliniation of uhich depart
ment must specify what land is available for this project, a delay was 
inevitable. Hol<ever, the Recreation Commissioner has sent to the 
Chairman of the City Planning Committee, Alderman David Jackson, a 
communication,about this site location but has not, as yet, received 
a reply. 

Ur. Paul B1.<rke has volunteered to telephone Alderman Jackson, informallY, 
regarding this. Commissioner Penney will notify him if he has rot 
received a reply within approximately a week. 

Delegation left at 8:35 P.l1. 

2. Introduction to Recreation Commission of new member: Nr. Stephen Crosby 
was introduced to the Recreation Commission members by Comm. Penney. 

3. Minutes of October 5, 1970 meeting of the Newton Recreation Commission were 
reviewed and accepted as circulated. 

4. Stanton Avenue: 
Commissioner Penney briefly reviewed the possibility of a playground in 
this area. So far the Recreation Commission has not received a report from 
the Assessors as -to any increase of the $30,000.00 land acquisition cost 
estimate of 1968. A $20,000.00 estimate by the City Engineers was made in 
1968, this to include leveling a certain portion of the area and erecting 
fences on a precipitous slope. An approxilna.te cost will be available in 
about one more month, using current construction costs - plus some addit
ional for smaller childrens play apparatus area. 

5. Youth Representation from the High Schools: Although Commissioner Penney 
contacted all four Netfton High Schools early in October, inviting their 
Student Council representative - or similar representativ - to come to 
the Recreation CO!mnission meeting tonight and Newton South High responded 
saying they would bring three representatives, none came. Since this was 
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a cold, wet, fall night, perhaps they had difficulty in finding the 
Recreation Building. The Commission members recommend that the Commissioner 
again make an effort to contact yough representatives, repeating the I 
invitation for the December Commission meeting and also contacting the 
Student Editors of the High School papers. Hr. Crosby agreed to make 
telephone calls to the schools also. 

6. Representatives to Community Council: 

A. Two representatives assigned from the Recreation Commission were: 

1. John B. Penney 
2. Dr. Burton D. Levine 

7. Request for permission to launch rockets from sui table site in Newton~ 

A. The Recreation Commissioner has recently had requests from Newton 
citizens for permission to launch rockets in Newton. The Fire 
Department of Ne>rton has refused to issue a permit without an okay 
.from the Recreation Department. They have indicated to Commissioner 
Penney that they would consider this request .favorably if a satis
factory launch site was available and safety regulations were enforced 
as well as the new State Law adherred to. Commissioner Penney invited 
llr. HacAllister o.f the "Hr. viizard Science Center" in 'llellesley Hills 
to come before the Recreation Commission with information about 
rockets and launching and acplain in detail just what procedure was 
indicated. 

}!r. l!acAllister (distributor) and Mr. Vash (manufacturer) gave a brief I 
but thorough demonstration o.f the assembly of the basic rocket and 
the more sophisticated motor launching mechanism. This launching 
mechanism is fired by a solid propellant which is only ignited by an 
electrical system. It cannot be ignited by matches or other devices. 
The rockets take o.ff at about 150 r.rl.les per hour with a 3 to 5 second 
burnout and no .fire damage. There is no danger o.f explosion at any 
time - either at launch or later. A special launch pad is available 
.from the distributor. The ballistics o.f trajectory allow these 
rockets, with large engines, to mount to approximately 2000 .feet. 
Smaller versions rise to 200 .ft. and over in altitude. 

Hr. MacAllister noted that there are many science clubs and special 
rocket clubs in existence in and around l!ew England. WelJe sley has 
a school rocket club, there is one from Hass. Institute o.f Teclmology. 
Bridgewater, Hass. has provided a club area .for launching. I.f Newton 
could be persuaded to consider a site, his Science Center would be 
willing to print and distribute literature describing the site, 
giving instructions and precautions according to the State Law now 
in e.f.fect. 

The Commission members agreed to talk it over at the meeting and 
notify him as to their decision. 

~,..........____ 

After the gentlemen left and after discuss1:on, Hr. Paul Burke made 
the following motion: "That the Recreation Commission recommend 
to the Fire Chief, that rocket launchin ts be ranted 
Ne>rton re aw to use the Newton irmary 

' and on Winchester Street, Newton, for a , euccbilli: s:l;te. 't s rec
ommendation is to be granted .for a trial p~rtOd untjl June 1, I971 

• 

I 
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from this date (ll/2/70)". Hotion seconded by Dr. Levine and voted 
unanimously to accept. Commissioner Penney will notify Fire Chief 
to this effect. 

B. Slides of Recreation Programs in Action: At 10:15, Miss Fran Towle, Rec
reation Supervisor, presented a colored slide program of this years R c
reation Department in action. This interesting presentation started ~th 
an early season Hula Hoop contest and a Frisbee contest, on through the 
summer season of Junior Olympics, drama and ballet programs outdoors at 
Auburndale Playground, the summer playground boys and girls baseball and 
softball, plus the adult womens softball program and subsequent presentation 
of trophies at a banquet and even the Senior Citizen's Spring Luncheon and 
fall foliage trips, climaxing in dinner at the Green Ridge Turkey Fam. So 
much participation, enthusiasm and enjoyment was evident in these slides~ 

9. Halloween Report: All Commission members with the exception of };r. Asaff 
and 1~. Selden, who were unable to attend, traveled around to all of the 
Newton Halloween parties at the various schools throughout the city. The 
general report was of many excellent programs, much enthusiasm, good par
ental response, well co-ordinated party. The only possible suggeGtion of 
criticism was that they generally agreed that more police should be in 
attendance at the '\farren Jr. High, where a very large :teen-age party was 
held. (4 were on duty.) 

10. Report on "Walks" being held at various area by the Newton Conservators: 

ll. 

-

Con~ssioner Penney reported that three walks have been held by the Con
servators in recent weeks, one on the \lebster Land, one at Edmands Park 
and this last Sunday one was held at Cold Spring. Two weeks hence a final 
walk will be held at what is left of the Norumbega area. Hr. Penney and 
Mrs. West have been able to attend the majority of the walks and report 
them very interesting and well attended. 

Legal ooinions from legal departnent regarding the possibility of changing 
status of certain parcels of "park" land to "park and playground" land. 
A. Commissioner Penney reviewed his original correspondence to Hayor Basbas 

regarding these changes and the two legal opinions received from J.~. 
J.!elvin Dangel, City Solicitor, on July 29, 1970, and on August 10, 1970. 

Hr. Burke pointed out that if legislative changes· are to be requested of 
the State Legislature, it would have to be done soon, as the bill would 
have to be on file by December 31st. His suggestion being that Comm
issioner Penney work out contents, details, etc., with the Mayor in 
order that this could go on the docket to the Board of Aldermen as 
soon as possible. 

A motion was made by Mr. Burke that Commissioner Pen,,ey be authorized 
to contact Hayor Basbas and work out details of the request to change 
the status of certain parcels of land (Edmands Park, Cold Spring and 
Auburndale) from 11Park" to "Park and Playgrounds" purpose. Seconded 
by Dr. Levine and voted unanimously. Hrs. West suggested that Comm
isioner Penney Md Mayor also consider the "Park'' portion of Newton 
Centre Playground. ' 

Adjourned at 11:20 P.M. 

Next meeting of Commission to be held December 7th. 

Respectfully subnitted 
J.larjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 
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NTIIUTES OF NE\fl'ON RECil.EATIOII COHHISSION ~!E;~TING 

December 7, 1970 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman, Hrs. Horthing L. ~Jest, llessers. Joseph 
Selden, Paul Burke, Joseph Capalbo, G. Nicholas Dawson & }!arjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretar,r 

Heeting called to order at 7:55P.M. 

The Commission took this opportunity to welcome the two new members to this meeting, 
llr. Joseph Capalbo and ¥...r. G. Nicholas Dawson. 

A. 

B. 

Commissioner Penney and Nrs. Toher, 

agreed that it 

A motion was made by }lr. Helch of Emerson School and was voted 12 to B, that 
the Recreation Department pursue, with appropriate groups, a trial of no 
Halloween Parties in 1971. 

Hm;ever, before making any decision, Nr. Penney and Mrs. Tober suggested 
contacting interested groups such as PTA, etc. and seek an opinion regarding 
the Halloween celebrations. One factor that has to be considered is the 
unpredictibility of parental participation. 

The Ccm~ssion members did feel that the principals should not make the policy 
for the Recreation Department. Mr. Burke suggests that we ask the children 
in grades 4, 5, and 6 what their ideas were and what they feel would make 
a good Halloween party. 

Youth Representatives from High Schools: Since the Commission received no 
representative in response to a previous letter, Commissioner Penney repeated 
his invitation this month. The only response was from our Lady's High School; 
russ Rosemarie Capalbo. She said that others had planned to attend but due to 
an unfortunate automobile accident, they were unalbe to do so. Her opinion 
was solicited regarding programs of recreation that the students in that age 
group might find desirable. 

Basically she felt that the Recreation Department supplied many good programs. 
Her suggestions for additional services are as follows: 

1. Facilities for hockey - a great interest and demand currently for this sport. 
2. Summer program- similar to Boston's Summerthing. A "Rock" concert, and 

a Folk Concert, a general concert. Something that could really be looked 
forward to every week or so. 

3. Another swimming pool or facility similar to the old Riverside area, with 
canoes, etc. for recreation. 

C. Cold Snring development and transfer of land use designation: Commissioner 
Penney reported to the l·layor, the news item in the local paper regarding the 
take-over of Cold Spring by the }illC for an ice-skating rink and pool, pro
posed by Senator elect Irving Fishman and Newton Representatives. 

Cor.unissioncr penney received permission from the Nayor to release the Allen 
Report to the Board of Aldermen, but must include the notation that no firm 
committment is made to fund any of the proposals in it. 
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A formal request that the Cold Srping parcels be transferred from Park - to 
Park and Recreation and from City land, undesignated, to Park and Recre~tion 
has been approved by !1ayor Basbas and sent to the Board of Aldermen by 
Commissioner Penney. 

Youth Hockey Meeting at Horace Mann: A group of concerned citizens, led 
by l·!r. Robert NcLaughlin, airector of the Youth Hockey Association, held 
a meeting to see what can be done to get e.n ice-skating rink built in 
Neuton. Invitations were sent to the Hayor and City officials. Although 
the Mayor was unable to attend, many of the Aldermen did go. 

Commissioner Penney reported on this meeting to Hayor Basbas and again 
suggested a rre eting with Hr. l'.cLaughlin. 

The Recre~tion Commission members hope to be able to approach the llayor 
regarding the possibility of Neuton building a facility for this popular 
sport. 

E. Joint 11eeting with the City Planning Committee of the Board of Aldermen 
is set for Thursday, December lOth to discuss the Open Space Plan. 

It is hoped that possiblY through better communication with the Board of 
Aldermen, the Recre~tion can exchange their thoughts and vice-versa, and 
>mrk more closely with the Board of Aldermen. 

F. School Board contact: }lr. Joseph Selden feels that the Recreation Comm
ission should meet jointly, at least once a year, with the School Committee. 

Commissioner Penney suggests that at that meeting, they should formalize 
a use of the facilities in the New High School (pool and gym) by the 
l~creation Department. 

Hr. Selden motioned that Recreation Commission meet >lith the School 
Committee in some mutual, agreeable near future date. Seconded··by Nr. 
Capalbo and voted unanimously. 

The date for this meeting is to be arranged through conversation between 
Commissioner Penney and Superintendent Fink - and later a formal request 
by the Chairman of the Recreation Commission, !I!.I's. \-Jest to Hr. Beckwith, 
their chairman. 

G. There will be a budget meeting for the Recreation Commission members on 
l1onday, December 14th, to discuss budget items for next year. Host members 
will be able to attend. 

I 

I 

H. A ChristlllR$ Luncheon will be held at the Pillar House on the 14th of December. 
Recreation Cornmission, retired members of the Recreation Department and the 
office staff plan to attend. The Nayor will be unable to attend this year. 

:Heeting adjourned at 10:30 P.}l. The next meeting will be on January 4th. 

(Stephen Crosby in Hilitary Service) 

Respectfully submitted 

J.larjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary I 
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B. 

A. 

B. 

c. 

I 
9. 

Basbas recently suggested to Hr. Penney that rather, certain park 
lands should be designated recreation. 

Paul Bur~e motioned that the liecreation Commission go on record as, 
being in favor of the concept of the land at Cold Spring, Edmands Park 
and Auburndale, be legally designated from Park Land to Recreation Land 

--anato-investigat-etJ>-e---rB.illfiCations to achieve this. Seconded by Hr. 
Asaff. Voted unanimously by I'll', Selden, 1-ir, Burke, -Hr. Penney, !'Irs. 
Hest and Mr. Asn£f. 

It was also recommended that Commissioner Penney communicate this vote 
to the }~yor and request his suggestions as to what procedure sho~Jd · 
lle taken, 

Nrs. 1lest reported that she had attended the dedication and ceremony 
for PFC Richard Forte Hemorial at the Allison Playground, She was 
greatly impressed by the dignity of the memorial arrangements, 

Paul Burke, as he mentioned previously, is very interested in citizen 
participation and especially youth participation in Recreation, In 
the fall, he would like to see the High Schools contacted (Principals) 
representatives from all Public and Parochial Schools encouraged to 
attend and participate in Recreation l·leetings. 

i~ would also suggest the publishing in the local papers of upcoming 
meetings, at least a week in advance, <lith date, time and agenda to 
be discussed, 

His feeling is that the more participation that people can become 
involved in, the better is their understanding of problems b~fore 
the r:ecreation Commission, 

The above was put as a motion, seconded by }tr, Asaff and voted 
unanimously in favor. 

Pool Covering: Commissioner Penney reported that he had been in 
contact with the Bloomington, Indiana Recreation and had received 
their report on an air supported pool structure that they have had 
in service for 3 years, It is a T shape approximately 165x56 feet, 
manufactured by Byrd Air of Buffalo, N.Y. It is heated and has cost 
:j;(l ,000.00 from r~y to October, They have experienced no vandaUsm. 

Air-tech also manufactures a pool cover of this type. Representative 
in this area would be Will Towle in Newton, Connecticut, 

Paddock Pool has various types of cover, permanent and temporary 
structures. 

Co~dssioner Penney will require plans from the engineers of present 
pool structure (to be Photostated) in order that a set of plans may 
be sent to various companies for their cost estimates, Evidently at 
the very minimum, the cost would be $75,000,00, 

Tennis court fees: A new system of tennis fees was recently presented 
to Commissioner Penney and it is a coin operated system which raises 
and lowers the nets according to deposits made by players - upon deposit, 
net raises to playing height, experation of time allows net to drop. 
The co~any interested in installing this system would do it on a 
concession basis for the first period. 


