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HINUTES NUlTON RECREATICN CONHISSION J.IEETING 

January 4, 1971 

Present: Commissioner Penney, 
Hessers. Paul Burke, 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 
!:r. Selden. 

Chairman, Hrs. Horthing .L. vi est, Dr. Burton D. Levire, 
Joseph Capalbo, G. Nicholas Dawson and J.larjorie 
Absent: !!r. Asnff, Hr. Crosby (in military service), 

}!eeting called to order at 8:00 P .H. 

Voted unanimously to accept minutes as circulated. 

A. Relative to Paragraph F (School Committee contact) in 12/7/70 minutes, .Hr. 
Penney has contacted Supt. Fink by telephone briefly. Mr. Fink suggests 
that the Recreation Commission make available to him before the meeting is 
finalized, more detail, as to what they desire to discuss. 

1. Items for discussion: 
A. Vi th regard to new high school in process of being built, the Recre

ation Commission would like to formalize the use of facilities, par
ticularly the pool. (Nr. Burke suggests contacting the new }Iedford 
High School where "citizen participation" is invited, to learn how 
they are handling this • ) 

B. Definite proposal to go before the School Committee with. While 
previous boards - both Recreation and School - have agreed on past 
proposals and since both groups are changed at present, the question 
of obligating successive boards exists and the Comnission (Recreation) 
feels it could not expect past solutions to be effective nmr. 

C. Question regarding various artificial turfs for NHS stadium; whose 
budget would stand cost of installation? (An estimate for install
ation at B.C. was $200,000.00 which is much less than BU, evidently 
due to production increases and subsequent lowering of cost. 

B. A meeting is to be held jointly •lith City Planning Committee of the Board of 
Aldermen at their request, on January 21, 1971, Room 222 at 7:45P.M. to again 
discuss the priorities for the upcoming Recreation Department budget. Since 
this will probably be a short meeting, the Recreation Commission will plan to 
meet aftenrard at some location in City Hall (to be requested by Hr. Capalbo 
who is generally located at City Hall). The Commission will continue to 
discuss budget items at that meeting. 

C. Evaluation of meeting held December lOth jointly with Recreation Commission arxl 
City Planning Committee of the Board of Aldermen. Notes provided of this 
meeting by Commissioner Penney. 

D. Consideration of those items to be included in Capital Outlays for new budget: 
l. Bubble (pool cover) a citizens committee is pushing for this. 
2. Hacke and Skatin facili tv - indoors. A committee of citizens, led by 

Robert HcLaughlin Youth Hockey President) has held several meetings on 
this subject. They have discussed various forms affunding, both j;hrough 
City or private funds. They have come to a Recreation Commission meeting 
and would like to meet with tl:J..e .l!ayor - so far - to no avail. The 
Recreation Commission agrees that this is a most desirable project. 



Possibly Government funds, through the B.O.R. may be available, l'.r. 
Dawson suggests Cormriissioner Penney with the Newton Planning Director, 
.Hike Ferris will contact the State Department of Natural Resourses. 

Mr. Burke felt that the Commission must include this item in this 
up-corning budget at this time, and that the Recreation Commission 
would be remiss to omit it. It is possible that it may be cut out 
by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, but at least, make the effort. 
To this purpose, Hr. Burke made the following motion: "That the cost 
of ice-skating rink be included in the preliminary budget snd also 
that the Recreation Commission make contact with Bob HcLaughlin. 
Also, that we obtain information re B.O.R. from Hike Ferris (City 
Planning Director) regarding the availability offunds." Seconded 
by Nr. Capalbo, voted unanimously. 

E. 11r. Burke motioned that the Recreation Commission request to sit in with 
the Ha;ror and Recreation Commissioner to discuss the Recreation Budget 
request for 1971. Seconded by Dr. Ievine. Voted at follows: 

5 vote affirmative 
1 abstained (Dawson) 
3 absent Carried, with request to notify Hayor by letter. 

F. Pine-River Street area. Paul Burke motioned that the Recreation Commissioner 
develop a recreation plan for the entire city-owned land on Pine Street, the 
former du!lp site. Seconded by I"JI'.Capalbo, voted unanimously. 

t!eeting adjourned at ll: 25 P.M. 

Next meeting, January 21, 1971 at 7:45P.M. City Hall, City Planning Committee, 
Board of Aldermen, 8:30 Recreation Commission Meeting. 

Respectfully submitted 

Narjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

~Iinutes February 8, 1971 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. vl orthing L. VI est, Chairman, Messers. Paul Burke 
Joseph Selden, G. Nicholas Dawson and !1arjorie Lesbirel, Secretary (Dr. 
Burton D. Levine phoned that his car had broken down on the way to the 
meeting and he was waiting for road service) 

Meeting called to order at 8:25 P.M. 

Commissioner Penney read }~. Annis Asaff's letter telling of his resignation from 
the Recreation Commission. The Commission members requested that a letter be 
written to Hr. Asaff, expressing their thanks for his work on the Commission and 
their regrets at his resignation. 

A. Consideration of the January 12, 1971 letter from Alderman David W. Jackson, 
Chairman of the City Planning Committee of the Board of Aldermen, to Comm
issioner Penney, requesting the advice of the Recreation Commission concerning 
several matters before his committee. Copies of this letter, together with 
recommendations from Commissioner Penney, regarding the items involved, were 
distributed to the members. Commissioner Penney gave some information in 
explanation of one of the items. 

It was decided to defer further consideration of these matters until another 
meeting since a quorum was not present at the time. It was noted that this 
would also give Commission members time to give the recommendations consid
eration, and, an opportunity to visit any of the sites before voting. 

B. Report by Jason Cortell, Consulting Biologists: After consideration of this 
report, Commissioner Penney noted that Crystal's visibility has improved the 
last year (poor visibility at Lake Walden and Rosemary Pond have forced these 
areas to close). Cortell recommends, in this report, that chemical treatment 
of aquatic weeds be begnn as soon as possible this Spring. Since it has been 
seven years since the last treatment, it is apparent that treatment is succ
essful. The $1,200.00 cost has been included in the 1971 budget request. 

C. Stanton Avenue: Cost figures obtained from Assessor's office on land values 
and from the Engineering Department on development (including a small base- · 
ball field) and arecommendation from Commissioner Penney regarding this matter 
was distributed to the Commission. Action on the recommendation was deferred. 

D. Hockey Rink Meeting: February 1st, another meeting of this group took place 
at the Horace Hann School. Hr.Burke attended and reported on it. 

Commissioner Penney, representing Mayor Basbas, attended a hearing.on Senate 
Bill #156, sponsored by James R. Hcintyre, at the State House i;1 Boston. 
This bill would provide 50% State funding to a city or town desiring to 
build a skating rink. He testified in favor, on behalf of the Hayer and 
himself. 

Commissioner Penney moved that the Recreation Commission go on record in 
support of State Bill #156. (copy of Recreation Commission vat~ to be sent 
to State Senators and Representatives.) Seconded and voted unanimously, 
5 to 0 quorum present. 
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It was also decided that Commission members would ;~ite individually to 
State Representatives and Senators, expressing their support of this bill. 

Commissioner Penney has ascertained from }iike Ferris, Planning Director 
of the City of Newton, and Joel Lerner, Natural rlesources contact, that 
fnnds are available through the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation for recre
ational developments, including skating rinks. This would, of necessity, 
be an outdoor facility - covered by not enclosed or heated. 

Commissioner Penney moved that the Recreation Commission recommend to the 
Hayor that the City of Newton apply to the Department of Natural Resources 
for the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, funds for the construction of an 
artificial skating rink as a part of the Cold Spring Recreation Park area 
development. This was seconded and voted unanimously 5 - 0 quorum present. 

E. New resident information on Recreation: Hr. Dawson recommends that the 
Recreation Department somehow contact new residents in the City in order 
to advise them of location and appraise them of areas of playground space 
near their homes. Commissioner Penney noted that this has long been a 
desire of his and that while we do have available, seasonal lists of 
programs, which are distributed through-out the City by various agencies 
such as schools, churches, organizations, the Welcome Hagan, etc., he 
would like to develop a report giving locations etc. Unfortunately to 
date, routine duties have precluded the development of this project. 

F. Finance Committee Budget Hearing to be held at City Hall on Saturday, 
February 20th at 8:00P.M. on the department's 1971 requests. 

G. Rules and Regulations: Discussed briefly were the suggested rules re
cently revised and reviewed by the City Legal Department. 

It was decided that these be discussed more fully at another meetine. 
Hr. Dawson raised some questicns regarding the advisability of making 
arbitrary rules that may not be absolutely necessary - or enforceable, 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted 

!1arjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION 

March 15, 1971 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman, Dr. Burton 
D. Levine, Messers. Paul Burke, G, Nicholas Dawson, Joseph Selden, 
Joseph Capalbo, and 11arjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order by chairman at 7:55 P.M. 

1. Minutes of January and February Recreation Commission meetings accepted 
as circulated. 

2. Commissioner Penney presented the Commission with the January and 
February monthly reports. 

). Correspondence: 

A, Letters to Commission from Senator Fishman, Representatives 
Theodore Mann, David Mofenson and Paul Guzzi, pledging their active 
assistanCe for Senate Bill #156 (relative to construction of ice 
skating rinks in cities and towns of the Commonwealth) 

B, Commissioner Penney advised the Commission of the receipt of a memo 
from Director of Public Works, Willard Pratt, informing him of a 
group interested in buying a portion of the land which is part of 
the Infirmary land and requesting his comments. 

It was motioned by Mr. Dawson that Commissioner Penney go on 
record to Mr. Pratt and city officials, as opposed to sale of this 
land. Seconded by Mrs. West and voted unanimously. 

4. Review of January 21st 1oint meeting with Citr Planning Committee of the 
Board of Aldermen and consideration of docket items referred to 
Recreation Commission for advice by letter dated January 12, 1971 from 
the 6hairman, Alderman David W, Jackson. ( a copy of each item considered 
had been previously provided to each Commission member along with a list 
of recommendations by Commissioner Penney ) · 

A, #292-70 Turner Terrace ( pages 29, 30 Recreation/Open Space Report ) 
Hotioned by Mr. Capalbo and seconded by Dr. Levine, voted unanimously, 
and to forward to the City Planning Committee of the Board of 
Aldermen, the recommendation as follows: 

11 That although the need for a playlet in this area as 
pointed out by the Recreat~en /Open Space Report 
1969, is recognized as valid, the area as it is now 
constituted is not a suitable environment into which 
to attract children. The Recreation Commission would 
be in favor of a playlet being included in an overall 
plan of redevelopment of the area which would also 
include sufficient space for the vital operations of 
the Czafts Street Public Works Department Yard, " 

/ • 
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B. #400 -70 Crescent Street (page 51 Recreation/Open Space Report, 
Note: Called Circuit Avenue in error) Motioned by Paul Burke, 
seconded by Mr. Dawson and voted unanimously ( and to forward- to 
City Planning Committee) the recommendation as follows: 

" That the remaining portion of city owned land left 
after Recreation Department maintenance yard space 
and Myrtle Baptist Church yard be reserved for, and 
developed as, a children's playlot. That the relat
ively low cost of getting this area in basically safe 
condition for children 1 s play gives it.a J:lig4 prio:ility 
for impleme!ltation. 11 

c. 0 #80 - 0 Pine~iver: ( pages 19,20,21 Recreation/Open Space 
Report Motioned by Paul Burke, seconded by Dr. Levine, voted 
unanimously to accept recommendation as written with the exception 
of paragraph D , as follows, and forward to City Planning Committee 
of Board of Aldermen. 

" That an extensive area be retained for future development 
for recreation. 

A. Land be swapped at Albert lioad end and land be swapped at 
Pine Street end - to even off boundaries between City 
property and private property - to givv both private . 
parties more usable lot sizes suitable for housing 
development. Also, to give more usable piece of Recreation 
land. 

B. Develop small children's playlet - Of approximately three 
(3) acres oriented to River Street entrance across from 
William Street. This to replace the abandoned River Street 
Play lot. 

6. Develop a soccer field and other sports facilities at wide 
area near Pine Street. 

D. Retain low level swamp areas for water retention and 
development of paths, picnic area, skating pond, 
Beautification. 

E. Acquire outright, the drain easement connecting the Burr 
School Playground to this new recreation area. 

F. That the emphasis here is to reserve the land for recreation 
rather that the immediate implementation of the development. 

No. 1 Priority recreation need - Skating facility: Mr. Burke motioned to include, 
to the City Planning Committee of the Board of Aldermen ( seconded by Joseph 
Selden, snd voted unanimously ) the following recommendation: 

" That the Recreation Commission go on record that the 
construction of a City of Newton owned and operated 
artificial skating facility at the Beacon Street 
entrance to the Cold Spring Recreation Park area, is 
the number one priority over anyother recommendations 
in either the Recreation/~en Space Report 1969, the 
Allen Organization Master lans, and recreation items 
in the Capital Improvement Prograrn. 
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Stanton Avenue: Discussion relative to requests for 
motioned to ta~le this item until after meeting with 
6ommittee scheduled for April 26, 1971. Hr. Capalbo 
unanimously. 

a play area. Mr. Burke 
the City Planning 
seconded. Voted 

7. It was agreed to delay discussion of proposed Rules and Regulations since 
Hr. Dawson had to leave after previous discussion and these were of 
particular interest to him. 

8. Annual reguest by St. Mary of Carmen Society for festival on Hawthorn 
Playground 1P July. Upon consideration, Dr. Levine motioned and Mr. Selden 
seconded, the group voting unanimously, to allow this program under the same 
restrictions, rules and regulations as were presented to them by Commissioner 
Penney in recent past years. 

9. Review of tennis permit fees and consideration of raising adult season rates 
above the present $).00. 

Commissioner Penney acquainted the Commission members with rates for permits 
in surrounding and nearby towns - i.e. Wellesley, 16 or over - o$8.00, 
Needham, $3.00 single, $8.00 per family, Belmont - $2.00 per hour for 
lighted courts. 

Dr. Levine motioned to increase the adult tennis permitsto $5.00 per season, 
This was seconded by Mr. Capalbo and voted unanimously to accept. 

lO.,Bwimming Pool Fees: Briefly discussed but lfJr. Burke suggest that Recreation 
Commission make no recommendation for change unless requested to do so by 
the Board of Aldermen. 

ll. Further Information on Air-Supported Structures for - swim pool, tennis 
courts, skating rink. Presently waiting for further information and a 
report from Air-Teet. It may be possible to contract for an air-supported 
shelter - over a given area, during a portion of the year, without the 
actual purchase and maintenance, for a rental fee. 

~here will be more information with slides, and a visual-aid presentation, 
some time in the near future. Commissioner Penney is in contact with the 
company. 

12. Commissioner Penney reported to the Commission members that he is having 
Mr. Hamilton, a Recreation Leader, make up a detailed brochure of Recreatipn 
facilities, i.e. playgrounds, play fields, skating, swimming, soft ball fields, 
baseball diamonds, tennis courts, etc. This would contain such key infor
mation as location of playgrounds, ward, street, etc. with an index or table 
of contents for ease of location. Commissioner Penney requested Mr. Dawson's 
cooperation in the completion of this report as he was particularly interested 
in this project. 

Heating adjourned at ll:OO P.H. 

Next meeting on Wednesday, April 21st ( due to holiday on Monday, April 19th) 

Respectfully submitted 

l>larjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

1 



MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

April 22, 1971 

Present: Commissioner Penney, 1-!rs. Worthing L. West, Chairman, Dr. Burton 
D. Levine, }~ssers. Paul Burke, Joseph Selden, Joseph Capalbo, 
G. ~icholas Dawson and ~~rjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

1. Minutes of March meeting accepted as circulated. 

2. Reports of March programs were distributed to members. Commissioner Penney 
reported on activities he is involved with: Youth Commission, Community 
Relations Commission and, he expects to attend a "Kickoff" dinner for the 
Garden City Rink Association in early May. 

3. NAA Pop Warner group's presentation of proposal for building on Joseph 
Lee Playground at Newton Highlands: Nick Pasquarosa, representing the 
group, presented Commission members with the proposed plan of a building 
to replace the presently inadequate facility on the playground. This 
building would be funded and built by the group and then transferred to 

4. 

. the City. However, before any approval could be given on this project, 
the various ramifications of legality, site, City Government acceptance, 
etc., must be checked. It was moved by 1-!r. Burke and voted unllllimously 
that the Recreation Commission go on record in approval of the concept 
of the proposed building by the Newton Athletic Association, Inc. pending 
final plans. They also wished to commend NAA•s initiative. ( Note was 
made by the Commission that the legal aspects must be carefully checked 
and that a legal instrument, passing the building to the City must be 
made - being sure that the building passed local building codes, insurance, 
etc. ) 

May 13th, MRPS Board Members Dinner: The Commission members 
of date and requested to reply if they were able to attend. 
will be held at the Monticello in Framingham. 

were reminded 
The dinner 

Mr. Burke motioned that the Commissioner and staff tickets be paid out of 
City funds but that Commission members buy their own tickets. Seconded 
by Mr. Selden. ( Voted: 1 opposed, 2 abstained, balance in favor and motion 
carried. ) 

5. Halloween Survey: During the last 2 months, a survey was made of school 
principals, executive Halloween members, PTA presidents and PTA members. 
The findings of this group report was presented to Commission members by 
Mr. Penney. It was motioned as follows: In view of 1971 Halloween survey, 
that the Recreation Commission has voted to withdraw, for a year, the 
administration of City-wide Halloween parties. The Recreation Commission, 
however, encourages schools to handle their own parties on an individual 
basis. The Commission suggests a notice to the effect "We have a pool of 
"X" number of dollars on your PTA may draw" ( this dependent upon whether 
it is grammar junior or high school - plus a fund for custodial and 
police costs ~ The Commission authorizes Commissioner ~enney and Mr. Marr 
Comptroller, to arrange a schedule to make schools aware of the amount 
available. (Voted: 1 opposed, 7 agreed ). 
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6, Conservation Co~sion letter concerning MDC easement on Uoner Falls and 
Infirmary land, vihile ti,e Recreation Co~ssion is aware th~t the MDC is 
concerned about the land along the banks of the Charles, they do not feel 
that granting an easement will necessarily improve the area, Mr. Selden 
stated that he is unequivocally opposed, A motion was made by Hr, Crosby 
that the Recreation Commission is, at this time, disinclined to grant 
easement for the MDC along riverbank of the Upper Falls playground and 
Infirmary land, However, if the MDC or the Conservation Commission wish 
to come to us (The Recreation Commission) to explain the issue, they are 
welcome to do so, Motion carried and voted unanimously. 

7. Conservator's letter coneerning Au,urndale Development Corporation- Staniford 
Street. Copies of the Newton Conservators letter to the City Clerk were 
presented to the Commission by Mr. Penney. Since there is no immediate 
action necessary on this, the Commission will take it up more fully at a 
later date. 

8, Conservator's letter re-Albemarle Golf Course. Copies of this letter were 
distributed by Commissioner Penney, (Albemarle Golf Course leased by Mr. W.D, 
Casey, from Fessenden School) Conservators suggest that, while at present 
there is no contemplated change, it might be an opportune time for Recreation 
Commission to confer with Fessenden Headmast-er Robert P, Tristam Coffin, Jr. 
about their long range plans for the course, Fessenden School also hopes to 
build an ice skating rink within a short time which may be availabla, oh a 
limited basis, to ice skating groups of the city. This item will be taken 
up in more detail later, 

9, Request for Newton Art Association for Art exhibit and sale and NAA Fair at 
Newton Centre Playground in June, Since there seems to be no legal problems, 
it was motioned and voted unanimously to grant this request. 

10, Paul Burke's request th•t the Commission take up matter of electing a 
Chairman. Mr. Selden stated that in the past, the policy had always been 
that the senior member of the Cmmmission be chairman, It was voted by 
the Commission on January 21, 1958 to elect Mrs. Worthing L, West Chairman, 
of the Recreation Commission at that time, the position she has continued 
to fill since that time, ~. Burke's contention is that this year this~ 
Commission has become a brand new Commission, with an admonition of tl.e City 
ordinance instructing them that it is their duty to elect a chairman, With 
this in mind, he hassuggested that since no rules of protocol exist, rules 
and regulations should be set up and voted upon by the Commission in order 
to carry out an election, Mrs. vlest indicated she believed that the .Legal 
Department should review and approve such rules. Mrs. West stated she will 
shortly appoint a committee of three members of the commission to draw up a 
proposal for Commission rules. Mr. Selden also noted that, at this time, 
the Commission is still not complete - a point to consider in setting up 
new rules, Mrs. West will advise the Commission of her selection, 

Adjourned ll:OO P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

May 17; 1971 

Present: Commissioner Penney, }frs. \Oorthing L. West, Chairman, Messers.Paul 
Burke, Joseph Capalbo, Stephen Crosby, Joseph Selden, Dr. Burtom 
Levine and Harjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

l. Minutes of April meeting accepted as circulated. 
2. Reports of April programs distributed to members. 
J. Representatives from Franklin School & P,T.A •• Mr. Kasabian, !'Irs. 

Antonellis and Miss Nethercoat, Principal, came before the Recreation 
Commission to present their request and petition for implementation 
of an after school recreation program for the Franklin School 
community. It is their feeling that if the youth of this area were 
allowed in the building to participate in a structured, well balanced 
program, the present extremely high cost of vandalism and malicious 
mischief would be eliminated or, for the most pert, kept down to a 
minimum. They pointed out that at the three schools having a pilot 
program of physical education throughout the fall and winter 
( Burr, Carr, and Hyde ), there has been little damage, indicating a 
dramatic saving to the taxpayers of this City, 

Commissioner Penney regretfully reported that while he realized the 
need for a recreation progr~~ existed, the Recreation Budget has been 
severely curtailed with no alowance for any additional programs. 
Mr. Penney also explained to them that the three pilot programs which 
they spoke about are funded jointly b7 School and Recreation, with no 
additional programs approved at this time. The main problem is the 
high cost of custodial services which have increased 8 to 10 % the 
last few years while the budget funds to pay for these services 
remain the same. 

Their earlier request for shade trees around the perimeter of 
Franklin School was mentioned by Commissioner Penney, and he hopes 
to be able to supply these soon through the Forestry Division of 
the Street Department. He also told them that a summer program, 
with three leaders, is being planned. 

Dr. Levine motioned that the Recreation Commissioner recommend to 
Mayor Basbas that f~cillds be made available to create an after school 
program in the fall and winter of 1971, for Franklin School,. similar 
to the present programs conducted at Hyde, Carr and Burr. Seconded 
by Nr. Burke, voted unamimously. 

Commissioner Penney asked the group if they would have a committee 
from the school that would be willing to work with the Recreation 
Supervisor to create a suitable program. Mrs. Antonellis assured 
him that there are qualified people, including teachers, willing and 
eager, to work with the Recreation Department to map out a program. 

4. Representatives of manufacturint; md leasing companies for air-supported 
stfucture arrived at 9:00 P.M. to illustrate to the Recreation Commission 
with audio and visual aids, the material, constructioh, maintenance, 
use and cost of such structure and a leasing arrangement to cover four 



City of Newton tennis courts during the winter months. 

A more detailed proposition will be made by the leasing company and sent 
to Commissioner Penney shortly. At this time, advice by the city legal 
staff and by the City's Comptroller will be solicited, and the proposal 
presented to Mayor Basbas for his consideration. The Recreation Commission 
will consider the further information at the June meeting, The leasing 
company representative noted that they will need to have a reply by June 
or July in order to have a contract available for signing, if it is decided 
to move further, by August let, 

The Recreation Commission authorizes Commissioner Penney to get such infor
mation as possible before the Commission votes a recommendation to the 
Mayor. 

After the group left, the Commission noted that one of the biggest problems 
would be the fact that this would be a profitable venture for an outside 
of Newton group, and criticism could result, tiowever, it was noted that 
with the present trend of no budget increases, this may be a new concept 
which will find acceptance as a way to increase recreation opportunities 
without adding to the tax load, 

5. Consideration of request by Edward Lamb, Brookline tennis instructor for 
permission from the Recreation Commission to conduct adult tennis inst
ruction on a Newton court for a fee, and to pay a portion of his profit 
(lo%) to the City. While it is recognized that adult tennis instruction 
would be a valid program, the Commission felt they could take no positive 
action at this time, with this particular method. Mr. Penney said he 
wmuld check to see how adjoining towns handle their adult lessons. 
Mr. Burke's suggestion, in lieu of adult tennis instructions, ( due to 
lack of funds), perhaps we could have several tennis clinics. Mr. Penney 
noted that.clinics by progessionals have been held in Newton, 

6. Consideration of request for industrial group for tennis permit and use 
of court. Nation Cash Register has requested the use of a Newton Highlands 
court, one day per week from 5:30 P.M. to 6:30 P.M. for the season. 

While this is a Newton compmy, the tennis players are not necessarily 
Newton residents. These courts are fre~ently filled with Newton residents 
and it was generaly felt that Recreation Department could not guarantee 
one company a private tennis club, With this is mind, Dr, Levine motioned 
with Mr, Burke seconding it, to deny National Cash Register Company's 
request for a season tennis permit. Voted- ( Selden opposed,) Mr. Selden 
requested Commissioner to assure company that they were welcome to use 
tennis courts in Newton in the usual first come - first serve basis, 

7, Commissioner Penney reported that three resolutions have been passed~ 
the Board of Aldermen, as aresult of the Recre~tion Commission's meeting 
with the City Planning Committee of the Board of Aldermen, These are the 
Cold Springs- so called - Snow-dump site, Pine - River Street and the 
Crafts Street area, 

8. Stapton Avenue play area, After brief discussion, this item was tabled 
for the time being with 'no action tac e11. 



-3-

9. Mini-bike reouest received by Commissioner Penney, urging City to provide 
a track or facility for their use •. Nothing presently suitable. Consid
eration given to requesting space on parking lots of industrial areas 
off Route 128, but it was noted that the problem would then exist of 
getting the mini-bikes to these areas. 

10. Consideration and report of committee appointed by Mrs. West to consider 
rules and regulations, plus the election of a chairman. Committee 
consisting of: Dr. Levine, Stephen Crosby and G. Nicholas Dawson. 

Report of the Committee is as follows: 

PROPOSED RULES FOR NEWTON RECRF~TION COMMISSION 

There shall be a chairman and a vice-chairman. 

If the chairman cannot preside, the vice-chairman shall conduct the 
meeting. 

If the chairman leaves the Commission before the end of his term, the 
vice-chairman shall become chairman and a new vice-chairman elected. 

Elections shall be in ~~ch and are for one (l) year. 

Notice of election must be given one (l) month in advance or at the 
previous monthly meeting. 

A quorum consists of five (5) members present. 

A majority is needed to elect a chairman and a vice-chairman of the 
Commission. 

The agenda of the meeting must be prepared and in the hands of the 
members at least three (J) days before the meeting. 

The Recreation Commissioner shall prepare the agenda. 

The meetings shall be the Jrd Monday of the month, except for July 
and August. 

A special meeting may be called at any time. 

The meeting date may be changed with the approval of the chairman and 
the Commissioner. 

A Secretary shall be furnished to take the minutes of the meetings 
by the Recreation Commissioner. 

Tije Commission can go into executive session only to discuss spending 
of monies or to discuss personalities - all other meetings are open. 

Roberts Rules of order shall prevail at all meetings. 

( copy to be provided to all Commission members) 
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It was noted that Dr. ~vine had not been able to get in touch with Mr. Dawso~ 
on the preparation of the above proposal. 

~~. Burke motioned that if the Commission does accept the ad hoc committees' 
recommendations at its June meeting, that an election should be held at that 
time without further delay. No formal vote was taken on this motion, but the 
sense of the meeting was to go ahead on this basis. 

}~. Burke also requested that the minutes of the current meeting be in the 
hands of the Commission members within one (1) week from date of meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at ll:35 P.l1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



MINUTES OF RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

June 21, l97l 

;"1- e/~c-·.P·~ 
c J, a r~~-" ,.,. . .., 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. 'Worthing L. 'West, Chairman, Messers. Joseph 
Selden, Dr. Burton D. levine, Paul Burke, Joseph Capalbo, G. Nicholas 
Dawson, Stephen Crosby and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order at 8:00 P.M. 

A. }!inutes of May meeting accepted as circulated, 

B. Commissioner Penney distributed the May monthly reports. 

C. Commissioner Penney reported on the items previously brought to the attention 
of the Recreation Commission. 

1. Halloween: It is impossible to just "give" funds to the schools for 
parties. However, Mayor will approve of the Recreation Department 
supplying the cost for police coverage to BDT schools who run their 
awn parties. 

2. 'With regards to last months visitation from Franklin School representatives, 
requesting a progr11111 similar to that at Carr and Burr, COIIIIIlissioner Penney 
noted that he anticipates sufficient funds being available for indoor 
prograM, with custodial costs paid by the Recreation Department this fall, 
on a lim1 ted basis • 

3. The comp&nT known as "Tennis Management" has provided Commissioner Penney 
with updated information as to their services. Commissioner Penney advis
ed the Mayor, by name, of this available leasing arrangement but his honor 
responded, stating that he would not approve this plan. His suggestion 
being that it be put in next years Recr~>ation budget. Meanwhile, "Tennis 
Management" contacted the City Legal Department witha new proposal which 
would not require any city outlay of cash, · 

This item will be tabled for the time being until further information is 
available. 

4. Commissioner Penney reported on the two tennis clinics held by the depart
JIIellt, one for students and one for adults. Each clinic being a sort of 
spring-board to the summer tennis lesson progr8111S, 

D. Commissioner Penney reported on the appointment by the Mayor, of Francis Rice, 
new Commission member from Ward 4, not yet confirmed by the Board of Aldermen. 

E. Commissioner Penney reported \riefly on a communication from Boston University 
regarding the use of baseball fields 1n Newton 1n exchange for use of indoor ~ 
rink by Newton hockey teaiDIJ. He reported that this would not be an even swap 
but would involve cross-billing, Proposal, as presented, did not seem advan
tageous to the Recreation Department, but Commission would reconsider a revised 
proposal, if made. 

F. Delegate to Co!nmuni ty Council - Dr. Burton D. Levine - will continue untU 
Spring of 1972. 
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G. Co..~ee:ion R~= e.nd Orge.nization: The rules end regul~ticns &a or'...gi..."l=lly 
reported in May minutes were compiled by a committee consisting of Dr. Levine, 
Stephen Crosby and G. Nicholas Dawson, at the direction of Mrs. West, Chairman £
of the Commission. ~ 

On the motion of Mr. Selden, it was resolved to amend and accept the proposed 
rules for Ner~on Recreation Commission and so moved, to read as follows: 

There shall be a chairman and a vice-chairman 

If the chairman cannot preside, the vice-chairman shall conduct the meeting. 

If the chairman leaves the Commission before the end of his term, the vice
chairman shall become chairman and a new vice-chairl>lan elected. ---
Elections shall be in March and are for one (1) year and shall be by secret 
ballot. 

Notice of election must be given one (1) month in advance or at the previous 
monthly meeting. 

A quorum consists of five (5) members present. 
-

A majority of members, present and voting, is needed to elect a chairman and 
a vice-chairman of the Commission. 

The agenda of the meeting is to be prepared and in the hands of the members 
at least three (3) days before the meeting. 

The Recreation Commissioner shall prepare the agenda. --
The 111eeting shall be on the 3rd Monday of the month, except for July" and August. 

A spcial meeting may be called at any time. 

The meeting date may be changed with the approval of the Chairman and the 
Commissioner. 

A secretary shall be .furnished to talce the minutes of the 111eetings by the 
Recreation Commission. --
The Commission, in the matters of executive session and of other matters not 
covered in these rules, shall be governed by the General Laws of the Common
wealth of Massachusetts and the Ordinances of the City of Newton. 

Robert• s Rules of order shall prevail at all meetings. 
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H. As directed in May minutes, with a quorum present and voting, an election 
was held imlnediate].y. ·· 

At the direction of the chail"lllll.ll, Mrs. West, nominations for chail"lllll.ll were 
opened. Nolllinated were: Mrs. West and Mr. Burke. (2 minutes were allocated 
for candidates, who then cast their votes and left the :f'oom). Election waa 
held by secret ballot with Mrs. West carrying the winning ballots for chair
man b;r vote of 5 to 3. Mr. Burke was nominated for V:ice-Chairman, No one 
else being nolllinated, the secretar;r was directed to cast one ballot for 
Mr. Burke as Vice-chairman. 

I. Progress on skating rinks in city: Since the Board of Aldermen have Bll item 
on docket regarding the skating rink preliminaries, Mr. MacLaughlin, President 
of the Garden Cit;r Rink Association and Mr. James Cokel;r, Treasurer, visisted 
the Recreation Commission meeting to see if there was an;r additional infor
mation available. 

Commissioner Penne;r reported Ma;ror Basbas had made application for 5Q% funding 
from the B.O.R. federal agenc;r for a rink at Cold Spring and was requesting 
funds for architectural fees' to proceed forth prelilllinar;r plans from the 
Board of Aldermen. Since this would have to be an open-sided rink according 
to federal regulations, there was some question whether the Garden Cit;r Rink 
Association would support this proposal; or tr;r to build their own rink. 
Mr. Burke pointed out to Mr. MacLaughlin that the Garden Cit;y Rink Associ
ation would have to decide whether or not to support the Recreation CoDIDI
ission plan, which the Mayor is presently pursuing. 

J, Swimming areas open: Commissioner Penne;r reported that both Pool and Lake 
are opened on a limited basis at present, but will open full time once school 
is dismissed for the summer. 

K. Commissioner Penne;y reported on hoped for, coordination of school and rec
reation, at the new high school pool. This facility is basically a school 
facilit;r and school use has priorit;y. Community use nites and weekends, 
controlled and staffed by Recreation personnel, is proposed b;y Recreation 
Commissioner Penne;y. At a preliminar;r meeting CoDIDlissioner Penne;r 8.lld 
Mr. Smith, Director of Boys Ph;rsical Education agreed on the above arrange
ment and made plans to set up an appointment with Helen Brivogel, Director 
of Girls Ph;rsical Education, and Coach Sylvia, of Springfield College, a 
pool consultant to review the proposed pool use plan. Hopefully, a written 
agreement can be entered into by the School Department and Recreation 
Department this fall. 

This concluded general business with the exception of the two following 
items: 

1. CoDIDlissioner Penne;r asked the members to visit pl~grounds 
in their ward this summer. 

2. It is requested that all news releases or information on new 
programs be sent to each Commission member, 

3. It was noted that the recent Pop Warner Carnival held on the 
19th was wonderi'ull;r well run. 
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Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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1-lE'<'ITON RECREATION CO}lliSSION MEETING 

September 20, 1971 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs. Horthing L. \<lest, Chairman, Paul Burke, 
vice-chairman, Messers. G. llicholas Dawson, new Commission mem
ber, Francis Rice, Dr. Burton D. Levine and Marjorie Lesbirel, 
secretary. 

A. 

B. 

c. 

Meeting called to order by chairman, Mrs. vlest, at 7:50 P.H. 
l!ew commission member, Hr. Rice, welcomed to board. 

Hinutes of June meeting accepted with the following correction: 
that it be noted that in Item G - Commission Rules & Organization
June, these proposed rules and re:;ulations as originally reported 
in May minutes, were compiled by a committee consisting of Dr. 
Levine, Stephen Crosby and G. Nicholas Dm-rson, at the direction 
of Mrs. vlest, Chairman of the Commission. 

July and August monthly reports given to me!'lbers - June report 
previously mailed. 

Commissioner Penney reported on summer activities and programs. 
Heather beL~g exceptionilly good this year, provided many days 
of excellent playground activity plus ideal swimminG conditions. 
The bacteria count at Crystal Lake, provided each week by the 
Newton Health Department, was unusually lolf and well below 
minimum health requirements - due to the continued use of the 
aqualator. 

Commissioner Penney reported that aquatic 1<eed grmfth and 
algae, stim~:lated by fertilizer rnnoff on shore, (reported by 
consulting engineer, Jason Cortell) is now in need of chemical 
treatment which will be taken care of some time this fall. 

In addition to the regular playground activities and 
swimming, special events were: AAU testing program Frisbee 
contest (Newton winners went on to win both State & Regional 
championships - with ~~ all expense trip to Las Vegas during 
Christmas vacation- for participation in the National contest), 
sports programs; boys and Girls, plus suburban basketball league; 
3 soft-Jail leagues, 2 baseball leagues for boys and a girl's soft
ball lea6Ue for the second year. Mr. Burke sugGested that a sum
mer basketball league for younger toys - 13, 14 & 15, be formed 
to serve a grm<ing need in this age bracket. 

Plus the sports pro,;rams, the !Iewton Swim team was active in 
corr.petitive metets and Newton again hosted the P.e;:;ional Swim Heet 
at the Albemarle Pool. Carnivals were held throughout the city 
to earn money for funds then distributed to Cerebral Palsy 
Association, the Jimmy Fund and Pakistani Relief Organization 
and Day Camp for Retarded children. The Peabody Day Camp, under 



D. 

E. 

F. 

H. 

r. 

the direction of Hr, Robert Doherty, came to a close with a cook
OU1:. for cn1..1aren md parents. Dr. Levine, representing Hr. Penney, 
spoke to the parents and children, 

Commissioner Penney noted that the Newton Conservators plan a 
picnic and walk along the shores of the Charles Rbrer on October 3rd 
and Commission members are invited, 

The Neighborhood Youth Corp, !'lade availa'Jle to the Recreation 
Haintenance D <opartl'lent, ten 11 ewton yrJUths between the az es of 11+ and 
17, These young men worked with the regular crew, painting fences, 
equipment, apparatus etc. Funds to pay these y~ung 1-orkers carne from 
the Federal Government for Economically disadvantA.zec! youth, 

Skating Rink Progress: Honey has been appropriated for architAct fees 
and preliminarJ borings at the Cold Spring site, Commissioner Penney 
has met with the Building Commissioner, Planning Department and ar
chitect. It is anticipated that plans '·rill be completed by the Sept. 
20th deadline, to be presented to the Commissi-~ner of Buildings and 
the Hayer, The plans will then be presented to the State Departl'lent 
of Natural Resources, then Federal B.C.R. If acceptable, they will 
then be funded to SO% by Federal funds. 

"Bubble" According to the August report received, a neH proposal is 
in preparation which 1dll require no appropriation of money by the 
city, l>'hile l·lr, Penney uas .:;i ven a reviel< of the new proposal by the 
law department 1 it was not a "legal" opinion, Actuelly t"..is project 
will not be started, if approved ~y all neces~ary City officials, until 
1972. 

"Snow Dump Site" On September 13th, Commissioner Penney sent a memo 
to the Chairrrillm of the School Committee requesting Lot 057, Section 54, 
Block 22 of this area be declared "not necessary for school purposes", 

Invitation frOF.. Alderman Jackson: Since there was nothing pertinent, 
the Recreation Commission 1<ill. not avail themselves of this invitation 
to meet jointly >lith the Aldermanic City Pla.:ming Co::n!".ittee en Sept, 3oth. 

Comrrussioner Penney reported on the Board of Alderrr~n's housinti dis
cussion whiG}! related to Recreation, llo action planned at this time. 

Nini-bikes: Since these small, motored bikes are so popular but ille;,;al 
to operate 0:1 public streets, an alternate solution for operation is 
bein~ sought, Needham reports to Commissioner Penney, that they use 
the former Nike site for a re,;ular Saturday morning program with two 
firemen volunteers. 

>lhile the Police are willil"li; to provide some leadership uithin 
this program, th8y 1rill not fund a program of this sort, they report 
to Commissioner Penney, 

Commissioner Penney requested a ruling from the City Solicitor on 
whether the Recreation Department is liable, if and ·when a !T'..ini-bike 
program is be_;un on City land, in this particular case, the Infirmary 



J. 

land, He also sent a memo to the Police Department soliciting 
their opinion on six 3lternate suggestions for programs, These 
chose alternate #6 (club supervised by adul~s plus R!Jcreation 
department leader). 

After consideration of all su;;gestions on the police memo, 
Hr. Burke moved in favor of number 6 ideally, H01;-ever 

1 
if this 

ccn not be wor.ked out, the second choice vill be number l (simply 
allo>1ing the Infirmary land to be used for mini-bikes - no 
super·rision). This was seconded by !Ir. Dmmon and so moved, 

CoJnmissioner Penney distributed the new brochure of Play;;rcund and 
Recrsat'..on are~<s, by •mrds, recently compiled with the aid of 
Comrr.ission mmr,ber Hr. G. llichob.s Dawson. It "ill be distributed 
throut;h the '{elcome Hagan for the time being, Possibilities of 
reaching new :~ew-con residents throueh the Real Estate Board and 
the Chamber of Commerce uere suggested, 

Commissioner Penney reported that he had received a request from · 
the Newton Basketball Association (a group of arh,_lt men) requesting) 
the Recreation Department share, on a 50-50 basis, the cost of 
funding this program. 

The Commission recommended that it be recorded that we must 
ret~retfully decline, 

Heeting adjourned at 10:15 Pl1 

Respectfully s~bmitted 

Narjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



Rt:CilliATION CCJ!cJ!ISSION !!J::ETTIIG 
jl-\ 

October 18, 1971 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Acting Chairman, Er. Faul Burke, Eessers. Stephen 
Crosby, Dr. Burton D. Levine, Francis Rice, Joseph Selden and Harjorie 

Lesbirel, Secreatary. 

l1eetin;; called to order by vice-c.hairma.'1, Hr. Paul J. l'urke at 7:50 P.E. 

A. :1u1utes of September meeting approved as circulated. September mont~ly 
reports of activities and maintenance distributed to Com:1issio::1 nembers. 

~. Mini-bike report: On October 6th, at the invitation of Co~issioner Penney 
published in the local papers, a meeting was held at the Recreation Depart
ment for aJults interested in tac ing actiYe part in supervising a pilot 
pr,lgram or club, for mini-bikes, to be tentatively initiated at the In
firmary lmd. 

Five (5) interested parents attended and some others indicated that they 
were intere.sted but had previous corrnnittments that particular evening. A 
representative from the i'olice De;oartment, Bob Braceland, also attended 
and several r"presentativ~s from mini-bike engineering fi=s nearby, also 
crune. 

At the request of Commissioner Penney, }!r. Barry, Recreation Supervisor, 
obtained all information available as to State Hotor Vehicle regulations, 
suggested rules and regulations nnd whatever pertinent information he 
could obtain about these vehicles. 

The Recreation Department is primarily interested in providing a suitable, 
regulated program with safety and enjoyment for riders and as little 
annoyance to residtmts), .as possible. Since there are so many sizes, types 
and kinds of mini-bikes and Commissioner is still involved in ascertaining 
relative information, the feeling of the Co!llinissiorl ~ras to authorize Co
mmissioner Penney to reblllate standards, sizes, etc. on a test basis. 
With this in mind, Dr. Levine motioned that the Commission set a target 
date of Saturday, November 6th, for the beginning of a mini-bike program, 
to run for one (1) month trial basis, pror;ram to be held Orl Saturday for 
a three (3) hour period (either morning or afternoon) at the Infirmary 
land - with the rules and regulations to be set ~p by Coronissioner 
Penney. It was so moved. 

Since this will be a test period, there .:ill be no fee or charge for this 
one month. 

C. Pro~ress on Skatinz Rink! Commissioner Penney reported that the architect 
had made availa:,le to him, the drmving for the proposed outdoor skating 
arena, ~nich he exhibited to the Commission and informed them that the 
cost estim~te was higher than hoped for originally, bein~ in the vicinity 
of one million for the complete facility but that this •wuld include 
parking area and landscapin£. If thi~ plan is acceptable to the Bureau 
of Outdoor Recreation (BOH), one half of the cost would be funded by them. 



(The next step will be to present these plans to them for their action 
and approval.) This facility is planned in a manner rhich malces possible 
the futurG enclosure if this sho'lld become acceptable to JO::. 

Hr. Crosby requested that Comrrd.ssioner Penney communicate with the architect 
recorr.mendinc the .Judiciou3 arrangement of trees 3lld shrubs ·,rithin the 
parkin,; area in order to relieve a blank expense of blacktop. 

(The question as to where the Conmission now stoodin regard to the proposed 
privately f.mded (or special authority), Garden City Rink Association indoor 
rink was also brought up. Since the City has made an initial investment 
of $16,000.00 in architect fees and borings at Cold Sprine, plus the 11ayor 1 s 
committment:,, it would seem prudent to continue to pursue federal funds 
for a Recreation Department rink.) 

D. Upcoming National Con0ress of R8 creation and Parks at Houston, Texas : 
Cormnissioner Penney reported that llrs. West, Chairman of th<3 Corr.rnission, 
has already leot to attend, at her own expense> and she will leave on 
Tuesday rnorning, October 19th for the remainder of the week. 

E. Reguest froM Co!11!1'issioner for Advice on Improving Corr.munication trl.th Board 
of Alderrr~n and NeiGhborhoods: The Commission suggested that the Recreati on 
Department make available to the Board of AlderMen all of their press re
leases from nat< on. This Hill give th:::m infomation on all programs cu
rrently being offered by the Department. ltr. Burke suggested that two 
permits be made available ~o each Alderman, (and to their families if 
requested), at no charge. (One is currently provided to each Alderman,) in 
order for them to inspect and enjoy Recreation programs requiring permits. 
i.e. swimming, tennis and skating. In addition to these suggestions, it 
was also proposed thnt Commission members make themsel,res available to 
their '•lard Aldermen a.'ld neighborhoods on an infomal basis, to discuss any 
potential pro~loms and solutions. Mr. Durk~ also suggested that we in-
clude copies of our r1onthly report of activities and main~ cnance. 

F. Response from School Committee on "Cold Spring" lot: In response to 
Commissioner Penney's letter to the Newton School Committee requesting that 
they release a certain lot at the Cold Spring area, to the Recreation De
partment for development of this total site as a multi-use, outdoor re
creation and park area, the School Comr.1ittee responded by voting to release 
control for this purpose. 

G. Hrs. Hoare's land at Albemarle - F.A. Day school: Due to a contracting 
error, a portion of land belonging to the Avery estate was used for school 
us.,. Mrs. r:oore has requested a return of some of the fl. very land. This 
land requested abuts her property and uould establish more of a buffer 
zone if made available to her, by the City of !Iewton. \"lith this in mind, 
Dr. Levine motioned as follows- that the parcel described below be de
clared no longer necessary for recreation purposes and to release said 
land to the City of Ne;rton, and its was so said: 



"Beginning at a point on the southwesterly line of Crafts Street, 
distant ~.00 feet northwest of the northeasterly tangent point 
of a curve of 1,156.40 feet radius; thence S,l21S' l9" vi,, 178.)4 
feet by land of Florence Avery Moore; thence N, 29 JS' 19" w., 
57.04 feet; thence N,27 54' ,07" E., 141.08 feet to the point of 
beginning, the last two described lines being over land of the 
City of Newton, Recreation Department. 

The above described parcel of land contains 3,393 square feet and 
is a portion of lot 3, section 21, block 22 as carried in the 
books of the City of Neorton Assessing Department." 

H, Meeting on Lighting Parking Lot Areas for Students to Gather Informally: 
As Commissioner Penney will be enroute to Houston, he has requested that 
Mr. Robert Doherty, who will be acting Commissioner during his absence, 
attend this meeting with the City Planning Committee of the Board of 
Aldermen on Tuesday evening, October 19th at City Hall. The Recreation 
Commission is favorable inclined tc lighting recreation and sports areas, 
such as basketball courts, street hockey areas, etc., rather than just a 
parking lot. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



Present: 

RECREATION CO!•lMISSION NEETING 

November 15, 1971 

Commissioner Penney, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman, Hr. Paul Burke, 
Vice- Chairman, Hessers Joseph Selden, Stephen Crosby, G. l~icholas 
Da>JSon, Francis Rice, Dr. Burton D, Levine and 1-l..,rjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order by Chairman, Nrs. West, at 7:50 P.M. 
Guests - 5 young people from Newton Concerned Youth 

A. Distributed to Commission members were: the 1970 Annual Report, October monthly 
report, and list of November and December Recreation programs. 

B. Mr. Penney and Hrs. West reported briefly on the National Recreation Congress 
in Houston, Texas, which they attended last month. 

c. l·!inutes of the October 18th Commission meeting were accepted. 

D. Report on trial Hini-bike Program at Infirmary land. Continuing for the two 
final weeks of clovember, the Ydni-bike program has been a success, bringing 
additional young people into the program each week. About 25 riders now taking 
part, with additional bikes entered each week. 

A trail between 1/4 to 1/2 miles in length is used, with Recreation personnel, 
plus one police officer, and several volunteers present each Saturday between 
1 and 4 P.H. Bikes are limited to 5 horse-power. 

Preceeding the program a petition was received from nearby residents of the area 
protesting this program. However, since the inception of this program, the rec
reation department has received no protests of any kind. With this in mind, it 
was suggested that Commissioner Penney contact the petitioners, inviting them 
to attend this youth-oriented, successful program in action,and note particularly 
the little noisefactor present. 

E. Plan for joint meeting with School Committee: After consideration, suggested 
agenda items >rill be provided in writing to Commission members before the 
meeting on November 29th. 

F. Lincoln-Eliot School Addition and Parking Lot: While a request has been made 
to the Recreation Department by the Building Commissioner to transfer land to 
build an addition and extend the parking lot farther into the playground, it is 
felt that this request should also be made by the School Committee. After dis
cussion, Stephen Crosby motioned and it wqs so moved, that the Commission would 
take Mr. Herbert's communication under advisement, looking into other various 
areas of use of Recreation land by the School Department, etc. 

G, Parking Lot Lighting; Since all monies for this use are exhausted at this time, 
the request for additional lighting has been denied. Commissioner Penney re
ported that funds to keep the lights on at NE¥1TON SOUTH High School Tennis 
courts had been exhausted. Hayer and Alderman Jackson and Chairman of Finance 
Committee agreed that lights would have to be shut off before the end of trial 
period of youth gathering place. 



H. 

I. 

J. 

K. 

League of '\-/omen Voters: Open Space study and R creation Report. Commissioner 
Penney noted that he has been asked to meet next week with this organization. 

llalloween Report: Paul Burke motioned and it was so moved, that Commissioner 
Penney contact all principals of schools, PTA presidents, etc., to survey 
them as to their suggestions and opinions on Halloween, and have results 
available at the next meeting in December. 

Commissioner Penney reported that the Auburndale Development Corp. had con
tacted him with a request that they be permitted to attend the December Rec
reation Commission meeting and submit their plans for the land abutting Au
burndale Playground. It will be agreeable to the Commission if they attend 
the December 20th meeting. 

Commissioner Penney noted that the Hayer's appreciation dinner will be held 
on December 13th with most of the Commission members attending. 

Heeting adjourned at 10:20 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



RECREATION CO}lliTSSION MEETING 

December 20, 1971 

Present: Co~~ssioner John B. Penney, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Chairman, Paul 
Burke Vice Chairman, Dr. Burton D. Levin, Francis Rice and Marjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 

A. Meeting called to order by Mrs. West, Chairman, at 8:00 P.M. Paul 
Burke moved to accept the minutes of the November meeting and it was 
so voted. 

B. Commissioner Penney distributed the Novemb"r monthly report. 

c. Halloween Survey: As directed by Commission, Commissioner Penney 
conducted a survey of all principals of schools, PTA presidents, etc. 
According to replies received, most ~rere ~ in favor of evening 
Halloween parties. 

To obtain conclusive evidence of desires throughout the city, Paul 
Burke moved to hold any final decision at this time, at least until 
January, and suggested that Hr. Webber (who attended Commission meeting 
as a representative of the PTA Council) contact all the PTA's during 
the mcnth; and obtain their recommendation to report to Commission 
meeting in January. He also suggested that Commissioner Penney contact 
our new J.!ayor, Mr. Mann, to obtain his ideas and thoughts upon this 
issue. It was so voted. 

D. Auburndale Develo oration visitation re 1 Auburndale l'ark. 
ohn ssac his la er • Shubow and architect aul arroll: 

• ssac desires to gift the city with a portion of land, approximately 
4 acres in size, which is presently a portion of his land off Staniford 
Street >rhere he hopes to build garden apartments and single homes. i!his 
area abutts Auburndale playground, and he >rould intend the four acres 
to be used strictly for Recreation/Park purposes - for all time. 

As Mr. Burke pointed out, the Recreation Commission can make no 
legal or moral committment at this time. 

This company is primarily interested in obtaining city approval 
for it's housing project, which is a perogative of Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen. Commissioner Penney feels that it is in the interest of the 
city and it's citizens to acquire this land for Recreation/Park purposes. 

Mrs. Heyn, as a representative of the Conservation Commission, 
attended this meeting also, at the request of Mr. Mcissac. She noted 
that the Conservation Commission will have no objection to this housing 
project as long as their recommendations on prevention of erosion and 
the maintaining of vegetation, and the maintenance of flood plain, are 
followed out. 

Commissioner Penney suggested that a meeting be held to include 
Mr. Michael Ferris, City Planning Director, Mr. Paul Carroll, Architect 



for the Auburndale Development Corp. and himself, to work out detail of 
boundaries and cut and fill requirements of the construction. 

E. Poly Arts - Robert Gorden - Re/Creation 1972 At 9:15, the originator of 
Poly Arts described to the Commission, his ideas in creating a Newton 
summer (or year around) social entertainment program, to reach all ages 
in Newton. He has been the inovator of similar programs in Cambridge, 
Fall River and Boston. - These programs can run a gamut from concert down 
to a child's birthday party, 

The program would be operated by a small staff, plus volunteers within 
the Community and with the participation of many people within the city. 

Mr. Gorden wanted to stress that this would be several recreation 
programs running simultaneously, in a day, throughout the neighborhoods, 
A complete program for Newton would run about $19,000.00 he stated, He 
felt that most of the funds could be raised locally with the cooperation 
of the Chamber of Commerce, provided the City Government gave its sanction. 
He recommended a starter sum be carried on the Recreation Department budget. 

F. Newton High School Pool Use proposal: Commissioner Penney provided the 
Commission with a report of proposed General Policies regarding operation 
and maintenance of the new pool, agreed upon by School Physical Education 
staff and himself. This report has gone to the School Committee. It is 
expected that results of this meeting will be abailable shortly. He pre
sented also a proposed budget for Community (Recreation Department) use 
of the pool. 

G, Budget }keting: Commissioner Penney has requested that the Commission . 
meet at least two times, in addition to the regular Commission meeting 
in January, to work with him and give him the benefit of their advice on 
budgetary matters, A January 4th meeting at 7:45 P.M. will be thefirst. 
A date for second meeting will be set at that time, 

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 P .11. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



RECREATION COMM!SSION MEE'TING 

January 17, 1972 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Mrs, Worthing L, West, Chairman, Paul Burke, 
Vice Chairman, Steven Crosby, G, llicholas Dawson and i'1arjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary, 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D, 

E. 

Meeting called to order by Chairman, Mrs, West, at 7:55 P.M. 

Distributed to Commission members were the December monthly 
report of activities, copies of suggested priority list of Capital 
Outlays and copies of inter-office correspondence directed to 
Public Works Commissioner and Public Buildings Commissioner re
garding building repairs and improvements at recreation grounds ~ 
also estimated costs, 

Mr. Crosby moved t? accept the minutes as read and it was so voted. 

District Changes: Commissioner Penney provided the Commission Wi.th 
copies of the new scheduling of the four recreation districts, 
changed in order to make them more functional within the current con
cept of the Recreation Commission- by Wards, Hopefully this will 
enable each supervisor to work more closely with the Commission 
members of the related Wards, 

Conferences: Commissioner Penney reported that there are two UP
coming conferences at which the Recreation Department should be 
represented, The Charles River Recreation Council will hold a 
conference at Sherman Union at Boston University, on February 22nd. 
A portion of the program will be the planning of the 1976, 200th year 1 
celebration. 

On Wednesday, March lst, at Northeastern's Warren Center in 
Ashland, nrocus 71" will be held. This is an all day conference 
focusing on the need for an office for Commugity recreation Within 
the State Government structure, Mr. Foster was the speaker. 

Poly Arts - Robert Gordon: Commissioner Penney spoke to Mayor Mann 
about the proposed recreation program referred to in the December 
minutes, While Mayor Mann is interested, no committment has been 
made as yet, 

Communit use for the new Newton North H h School pool and indoor 
At et~c faci ity: ith reference to the tentative plans described 
in the report provided to the Recreation Commission in December, 
Commissioner Penney, Helene Brivogel and Warren Huston plan another 
meeting shortly.- with additional figures, 



F. Capital Improvements - 1972 Priority: Priorities were revised in 
order of imPortance as follows: 

1. Cold Spring Rink 
Less Fed. Share 

2. Bubble Enelosure - Gath Pool 

3. Lighted tennis & basketball courts at 
Newton Centre 

$l,ooo,ooo.oo 
soo,ooo.oo 

7S,ooo.oo 

19,000.00 

4. Lights at Burr Tennis courts lS,ooo.oo 

S. Hard surface basketball court at Auburndale 
(including lights which would be additional 
security measure) 7,000.00 

6. Lighted softball field at Cabot 

7. Football practice lights at Burr 
(also for security) 

8. Football practice lights at Newton ctr. 

9. Tennis Courts (Day Jr. High School) 

10. Lighted Game Court - Boyd 

22,000.00 

2,000.00 

2,ooo.oo 

50,000.00 

s,ooo.oo 

(Other priorities noted and 1p proved by Recreation 
Commission at budget sessions were:) 

1. General depreciation of inventory of sports, 
games & craft supplies which. need to be built up. 

2. Mini-bus (club wagon) vehicle for transporting 
Senior Citizens and Youth teams. 

Due to holiday on regular meeting day in February, the next Recreation 
Commission meeting will be held on February 14th. 

Adjourned lO:lS P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



Recreation Commission Meeting 

February 14, 1972 

Present: Commissioner John B, Penney, Mrs, Worthing L, West, Chairman, 
Paul Burke, Vice Chairman, Dr, Burton D, Levine, Steven Crosby, 
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

A, 

B, 

c. 

Meeting called to order by Mrs. West, Chairman, at 7:56 P.M. 

It was moved to accept the minutes of the January meeting as 
circulated. 

Commissioner Penney reviewed the January report of the monthly 
activities of the Recreation Department and the maintenance 
report. 

Report on 1972 Budget: Commissioner Penney reported that he had 
reviewed the requested Recreation budget for 1972, with his honor, 
Mayor Mann, The Mayor's cuts have been less severe this year 
than has been the case for the past several years. 

Some of the items originally on the Recreation budget have 
been omitted, but have been added to other appropriate budgets 
such as Building or Public Works, 

The important Finance Committee on the Recreation Depart
ment budget request will take place on Saturday evening, Feb
ruary 26th, at 6:00P.M. Commissioner Penney will appreciate 
the presence of those Commission members able to attend. It 
was suggested also that Recreation Commission members make 
every effort to contact those members of the Board from their 
Ward, to affirm their interest in the budget items, Commiss
ioner Penney will send a list of priority items to each Co
mission member before this meeting. 

Commissioner Penney has also reported to the Mayor, the 
priorities for the Capital Improvement budget, Of prime in
terest is, of course, the skating rink at the Cold Spring area. 

This budget will be printed by the Planning Department 
after the Mayor has made his changes. It will be presented 
to the Board of Aldermen who must hold a public hea~ng on it. 
Copies of this will be given to all Commission members. 

Tennis Management Inc, proposal for air-supported structure, 
This company plus Air-Tech, the structure manufacturer, is 
interested in providing this service in the City of Newton. 
At the time of the original proposal, Comm. Penney requested 



~ r~ng on various aspects of legality from the City Solicitor. w01~e 
they have had it under advisement, a finalized answer is not available 
as yet. 

Since this is now in the Executive Department hands, the Recreation 
Department will have to await the final outcome. Although the Mayor's 
office is interested, Public Safety, Fire Department, Zoning Board of 
Appeals, as well as the Board of Aldermen, must be cleared before Newton 
can enter into the suggested 8 year contract. 

D. Auburndale Develo next to Auburndale Park. 
Reviewed by Recreation ommiasioner an anning irector earing being 

held tonight by the Land Use Committee of the Board of Aldermen. According 
to State Law, if flood plain land is filled !or any purpose, a substitute 
area must be available as a flood plain. The land which they are suggesting 
be deeded to Recreation, will be used !or this purpose by making a flat 
area near the tennis courts, below the proper elevation. 

E. Commission Election: According to the Rules and Regulations established by 
the Recreation Commission on June 21, 1971, notice of election is given, 
!or the meeting to be held in March 1972. Paul Burke suggested that the 
announcement of this meeting be sent at least two weeks in advance to those 
members not present. 

F. other Business: Congratulations were given to Paul Burke, Vice Chairman 
of the Recreation Commission, upon his election as President to the Newton 
Community Service Centers, Inc. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:16 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



Present: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

f'~/ (,/v~tv.;_· o~: /o.r .-.I.- i 

Recreation Commission Meeting 

March 20, 1972 

C I; a~ •- <'<~h•l 
!?'ll-

Commissioner Penney, Vice Chairman, Paul J. Burke, Dr. Burton 
D. Levine, Messers Joseph Capalbo, Steven Cros~, Joseph Selden, 
G. Nicholas Dawson, Francis Rice and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting cal.led to order by Acting Chairman, Paul J. Burke, at 7:50 P.H. 

It was moved to accept the minutes of the February Recreation 
Commission meeting as circulated. 

Commissioner's report on activities and maintenance were distributed 
to members. 

Note: It was suggested that, if possible, Commission 
members Within a given Ward, be made cognizant 
of Recreation programs Within that Ward. 

Commissioner Penney said that he would advise 
the Recreation Supervisors of each Ward, to 
make this information available to the re
spective Commission members within that district. 

Election of Chairman and Vice-Ghairman: As directed previously, 
notice was sent to Commission members one month in advance, that 
an election would be held at this meeting, ror Chairman ·and Vice
Chairman. 

At Mr. Burke's request as acting Chairman (in the absence of Mrs. 
West, Chairman) 1 Commissioner Penney called for nominations to be 
made for Chairman of the Recreation Commission. 

A nomination for Paul Burke was entered. Since no further nomin
ations were made, nominations were closed. The Commission then 
voted unanimously by secret bai!ot, to elect Paul Burke to the 
position of Chairman of the Recreation Commission. 

Commissioner Penney then called ror nominations 1·or Vice-Ghairman 
of the Recreation Commission. 

A nomination for Dr. Burton D. Levine was entered. No further 
information being made, nominations closed. The Commission then 
voted unanimousl;r by secret ballot to elect Dr. Burton D. Levine 
to the position of Vice-Chairman of the Recreation Commission. 

Newly elected chairman, Mr. PaUi J. Burke commented that he hoped 
that the Recreation Commission will become more active with con
structive ideas and meaningful suggestions. He suggests that each 
member. jot down and bring to the next meeting, any suggestions or 
notes he may have regarding the Commission which would be helpful 
to the Commission and to the City .. r Newton. Since eacn ward of 
the City i& represented, he reels that members have a natural 
identification with their ward which should be communicated to the 
Commission. 

;;.); 
/ 



D. Department buch!et nro~reRR: S:L11ce the Ne1;.rton Board of Aldennen have 
not voted upon the Recreation budget at this point, progress is dif
ficult to assess. Commissioner Penney reported that the Board of Al
dermen had voted to include funds for the "bubble" cover at Gath Pool
in the Public Buildings budget. 

E. Aldermanic, City Planning Committee, interest in River Street lot and 
Pine Street Dump area. 

1. River Street lot: Alderman Jefferson has entered on the Alder
manic docket an item.requesting the Recreation Commission to 
re-establish the former River Street playground on a "tot lot." 

This area was discontinued as an active playground some time 
ago, ll/18/68, due to the problems of vandalism and rowdiness 
after dark, The Recreation Department keeps the area clean 
and the grass cut, but provides no leadership and has indicated 
by vote of the Commission that this area be declared surplus 
when the new Burr School playground opened. No final dispo
sition of this land, however, was ever made ~ the Board of 
Aldermen. 

The Commission members agreed that no action could be taken at 
this time. 

2. Pine Street Dump area: Commissioner Penney reported that City 
Planning Committee chairman Jackson is moving to put in action 
the Recreation Commission's recommendation of a year ago re
garding this land. 

F. New Business: 

X 

-

1, ·stephen Cros~ announced tonight that due to the press of business 
he Will have to resign from the Commission. 

2. 

4. 

Request for permit for St. Mary of Carmen, annual Festival at 
Hawthorn Playground .from J11.1.y 12 to July 16. It was voted that 
the Society be allowed to again have their Religious Festival 
with the stipulations and rules as provided to them by Commis
sioner Penney, 

Request for .use of field by Boston University for 8 baseball 
games to be played at Newton Highlands field. Mr. Selden motioned 
to allow use of the field with the stipulation that they must 
provide their own personnel to groom and mark the field before 
each game. It was so moved with 1 member opposed. 

Request for use of field by Mass. Bay Community College for 
practice S days a week on Newton Highlands field, Since no 
maintenance will be necessary, no charge would be made, but it 
would be necessary for them to give way if local teams were 
scheduled. Mr. Dawson motioned and it was so moved, with one 
member opposed, to allow this use, 



5. InVitation from Newton High School to Commissioner Penner tor 
winter sports Banquet on April 5th. Mr. Penner will be unable 
to attend, but Mr. Burke, who also has an invitation, will attend 
and represent the Recreation Commission and Commissioner Penner. 

6. Question or what disposition could be made ot past Commission 
members pictures as there is no room to display them in the 
limited space available. Consideration was given to a composite 
picture of all past members, but due to excessive cost involved, 
it was decided to return the pictures to thefamilies of the mem
bers. Mr. Rice motioned to return these pictures to the families 
and take group pictures of the Commission in the future. It was 
so voted. 

1. Commissioner Penney announced that Mr. Joseph Capalbo, Recreation 
Commission member, has assumed the duties of Athletic Director 
tor Our Lady's Help of Christians School. 

Mr. Rice noted that at the hearing recently held before the City 
Planning Committee, that the AUburndale Development Corp. claimed 
that they had the approval tor housing in this area, from the 
Recreation Commission. The Commission noted that although they 
were in favor of accepting the gift or land from the Corporation, 
they would not take a position on the merits or the housing. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

).~ 
) 
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Preliminary }!eeting of Recreation Conunission with Corr.mi ttee of the 

Board of Aldermen 

April 24, 1972 

As requested, previous to the regular Recreation Co~ission meeting, members of ~,e 
Commission met with the Hayer, City Planning Director, Building Commissioner, and 
the "Kendrick Committee'' of the Board of Aldermen in the Executive Suite at City 
Hall. 

A small scale model of the architect's design for a multi-purpose, open sided sk&ting 
and sports complex proposed for the ColdSpring area and costing about a million 
dollars was displayed. Present was the architect to answer any pertinent questions. 

Consideration was given this complex since, in order for the City of Newton to qualify 
for matching funds of $500,000.00 from the EOR, a decision by the Board of Aldermen 
to accept or reject, was necessary for a }~y 29th deadline set by BOR. 

No action was taken at this meeting but the general tone did not appear to be 
favorable. 

RECREATIO!l C0!111ISSION }:EETING 

April 24, 1972 

The regular meeting of the Recreation Commission was called to order by Chairman 
Paul Burke at 9:45 P.M. In attendance was: Conunissioner John B. Penney, Chairman 
Burke, Vice-Chariman, Dr. Burton D. Levine, Hrs. vlorthing L. "est, Joseph Selden, 
Francis Rice and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

1 • Dr. Levine moved to accept the minutes of the Narch meeting as circulated, and 
was so voted. 

2. Two groups were present and requesting a hearing. 

A. Chairman Burke suggested that the West Little League president, }lichael 
LeConti be invited to speak first. 

Xr. LeConti announced that he, as president, represented 330 children from the 
zges of 8 to 12 and claimed that he had received complaints from Little League 
managers, parents, coaches, etc., regarding the conditions of the Little 
League fields. His derr~nds include, in addition to regular conditioning and 
marking as normally done each year by the Recreation Deprtment before opening 
day, complete renovation of several of the Little League playing fields, plus 
new protective fencing in several ereas, additional drains, re-sodding, 
grading, additional bleachers for spectators. 

It was explained to him that neither the money nor manpower was available for 
the major work which he requested, and while the Recreation Department was 
aware that some of his demands were legitimate, it was not possible to fulfill 
them at this time, since Hest Little League is onl~· one of the five Little 
Leagues throughout the City, and all must share the limited funds. 

Protective' fencing could only be installed ~nen appropriations by the Board 
of Aldermen were available. (Lyons Park in Auburndale being one which funding 

had been requested in the budget, but had been cut out this year.) 
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Alderman Jackson was present and noted that the installation of a chain link fance 
in some of the areas would certainly limit the use of fields to only Little League 
where presently, other sports such as Soccer, Football and Baseball are additional 
functions. 

Some bleachers will be available this year, but these are slated for Lincoln Field 
in "lhban. 

The field at Franklin is in need of rough grading and the Recreation crew will make 
every effort to put this into plahing condition, as they normally do each Sprir.e, 
before opening day of Little League. 

At 9:1.:0 P.M. Hr. LeConti left. 

B. Second Group: Robert "lvorden, Recreation Leader at Newton Centre, and representing 
a newly formed gm1p at Newton Centre, called the Playground Association of Newton 
Centre, spoke to the group. They willpublish a paper (copies presented to Comm
ission) begin several new programs, plus develop a loungll'area for the young people 
in this vicinity which will be furnished and equipped at no cost to the Recreation 
Department. They request permission to install a Coke ~~chine. They have inves
tigated previously - no cost to Recreation, not responsible for breakage, da~~ge or 
vandalism to machine. The profits of this venture would be utilized to purchase a 
radio, TV, paint for the lounge, uniforms for teams or whatever was needed. The Coke 
would be in cans, not bottles, and they will guarantee there will be no cans on the 
playground. 

1-:r. 1·/orden also complained vigorously about the use of the Newton Centre Fieldhouse 
several times a week by the Judo Club, run by Sol Si~~n. His objections were, 
damage to the building caused by the constant slamming on the floor, (~~ge to li~ht 
fixtures and ceilings), dangerous conditions of heavy mats - and how the'.f are stored, 
and the general untidiness of the building after each program. He suggested that 
perhaps they would be better suited in a school where the floors are actually 
planned for wresting and judo. He also felt that the cost of the program was 
excessive. 

}~. Sidman, representing the Judo group, was also present and replied that, far from 
excessive prof~t, in fact, only the cost of the 7 black belt instructors was covered, 
and that many of the participants do not pay, once they are registered. 

1-:r. Sidman felt that it was unlikely that there was any damage done to the building. 
He did note that they do not plan on a profit and that if they are obliged to pay 
custodial fees in a school, they will not have the funds. 

Ho decision on this subject was ~.ade at this time. 

J. Eini-Bike Program Resumption: 

A report of last falls successful experimental mini-bike prograrr was supplied to 
Commission members. 

Tonight in attendance was S2 fety Officer Robert Braceland who worked last year with 
the program. He felt that this was a very successful progra~ and advocated renewing 
this year and conveyed the approval of the Police Chief. Several others interested 
in the program also attended, a member of the Youth Commission and interested parents. 
One person opposed the program on the basis of too much noise made by the motorcycles 
in the area. Since the big bikes - or motorcycles - are not involved in the mini-bike 
program for youngsters from 10 - 16, her objection did not seem relavent. 
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Officer Eraceland suggested that if possible, more parent volunteers be recuirted. 
Officer Braceland also suggested that signs posting the land against the use of other 
vehicles in this area would permit enforcement by the Police Department of use ofarea. 

It was moved and seconded to re-instate the ~ini-Bike Program this spring. It will 
again be limited to 5 horse-power bikes and for boys or girls, ages 10 - 16, with 
registration by the Recreation Department, and include a fee. This program is to be 
held at the Infirmary Land. It will begin ~illy 6th and continue on each Saturday 
afternoon from l:CO- 4:CO P.M., until October 31st. Rules, regulations and con
ditions to continue the same as last fall's trial program. 

Voted as follows: 3 approved, 1 opposed, 1 abstained. Vote carried to continue 
progrru.:. 

It was also moved that this area of the Infirmary land be posted, prohibiting use of 
this area, except for the use during an accredited program and to also call attention 
of the Police Department of the posting. 

It was so voted. 

4. Consideration of Additional Fee for Reserved Court Use © So er hour. It was moved 
that in addition to initial .co per person, tennis permit, that a service fee of 
SO¢ per hour per person be charged. This ~~11 be in effect at the 3 court areas -
Burr, Newton Centre and the night lighted courts at Newton South High School during 
the time when an attendant is on duty and reservations limited. 

5. Consideration of Arrangement for Allowing a Tennis Instructor to Use the Public Courts 
and Charge a Fee. Co~~issioner Penney told the Commission that the budget did not 
make available any funds for adult tennis instruction. He has received requests for 
tennis instruction on the courts for private instruction (fee to be paid directly to 
instructor). His feeling is that this is not legal and he has requested a ruling 
from the Law Department. 

It was moved that the Recreation Department do not allow any Newton tennis instructor 
to give lessons on city courts and charge a feb It was so voted. 

6. Resoonse to Re uest for a Soft-Drink ~~chine for the Newton Centre Fieldhouse to be 
operated by the layground Association and the funds received to be used by them for 
the benefit of the Aseocation, as requested earlier in this meeting. 

It was moved to allow a soft-drink machine - the profits of which are to go to the 
Newton Centre Playground Association. (Provided that it be made clear that the City 
or Recreation Department is not liable for breakage, stealing, valdalism, etc.) 

Voted: 4 in favor, 1 opposed. 

7. Annual Board ~errbers Dinner: Commissioner Penney reminded the members of the Hay 9th 
date for this annual dinner at "\-ihite Cliffs, Northboro. He requested that they let 
him know as soon as possible if they will be guests at this affair. (by !"illy 3rd). 

8. The next meeting will be held on the 4th Eonday, Hay 22nd, due to the New England 
Recreation Conference from Hay 14th to 17th. 

Eeeting adjourned at midnight. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Narjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



I 

I 

I 

NEWTON RECREATION CO!l\ISSICN HEETlllG 

}'.ay 22' 1972 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Commission Ch~irman, Paul Burke, Vice-Ch~irman, Dr. 
Burton D. Levine, Hrs. 1-lorthing L. vlest, }1essers. C. Nicholas Dawson, 
Francis Rice, Joseph Selden and }mrjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Eeeting was called to order by Chairman Burke at 8:00 P .H. 

1. Hinutes of April Recreation Commission accepted as circulated. 

2. Corr~ssioner Penney distributed to each Commission member a regular monthly 
report of Recreation Department activities. 

3. Reconsideration of Tennis Fees: Several Newton residents opposed to the proposed 
additional charge of fifty cents per person, per reserved hour, system, voted 
upon by the Recreation Commission in April, attended the meeting. 

They questioned the justification of this assessment of an additional· fee and 
felt that as the funds go directly to the City, the money could not go to the 

actual maintenance of the courts or to the cost of attendants. 

4. 

They also protested that this fee would prove to be a discriminatory fee, penal
izing the playing of doubles on the courts. They felt that this was not only 
economically regressive, but philosiphically harmful and would have the effect of 
limiting a public recretion facility. 

A petition requesting that the Commission recind the 50¢ fee was given to the 
Commission. 

On a positive note, they did indicate that an increase of a flat tennis permit 
fee, over and above, the present tennis perrr~t fee - to be levied at the start 
of a season would find more acceptance and meet with no serious resistance from 
the tennis public. 

After consideration by the Corrunission members, it was moved by Hr. Rice to remove 
·the 50¢ additional tennis fee for the 1972 season - but to take into consideration 
a new proposal, prior to the opening of the 1973 tennis season, and was so voted. 

(Note: It was suggested that the total costs of the tennis program; cost 
of maintenance, reservations, etc., plus the permits sold, be com

piled and this information be included in a letter to CoR~ssion 
m~~bers along with a request for their thoughts -prior to the 
1973 season). 

Reopeninc River Street Playground: (copy of petition attached) On }my 22nd, 
Co~~issioner Penney and Chairman Burke attended a hearing held by theBoard of 
Aldermen regarding this petition by the neighborhood, to re-establish playground 
at the River Street site. 

As a direct result of this hearing, a resolution by the City Planning Committee 
rccoR~ends that the Recreation Commission re-establish this playground. 

This playground was closed four years ago by a vote of the Recreation Commission. 
This l>aS partially due to the establishment of the new Burr School playground, 
which it was thought at the time, would replace this area. Also, the playground 
had been a trouble spot, with constant complaints from abutters and the neighbor
hood due to vandalism and abuse of equipment, after dark rr~suse, drinking and the 
general harrassment of neighbors. 
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However, the people in this cow"~unity now feel that the trouble-makers of that 
period are now grotm up and have left the area. 

In addition, they say that Burr is too far and the streets too busy for the 
small children who are currently living in this area to cross. 

It was moved by Dr. Levine that the Recreation Conmission re-establish the 
River Street Playground as a Tot-lot within the 1972 Recreational season by the 
installation of such equipment and supervision as is ir:nnediately available - and 
it was so voted. 

Reconmendation was also made that a leter be sent to the pet.i.c:Coners tellint; them 
of the Recreation Co~ission action and also suggesting that it would be a good 
idea to form a neighborhood committee - or association - to help keep this area 
in good order. 

S. Summer Plans: Commissioner Penney reported that the Youth Center has planned 
additional programs for the s~~er -with Newtonville possibly being the site 
of a "Storefront" drop-in center, some movies planned, band concerts, drarna, 
etc. in various different areas. 

6. Tennis badges have been distributed to most Commission members (other will be 
mailed), and also to the Hayer. A letter Has sent to the Board of Alderman 
askinr:; therr how many tennis permits they ;10uld like - but having no response, 
tHo tennis permits will be mailed, as usual, to each Alderman, for their'use 
during the 1972 season. 

7. Hini-BikP Program: Renewal of this program is now operating successfully on the 
Infirmary land on Saturday with an approxL~~te enrollment of 20. 

8. RevieH of Skating Rink Situation: Since it is evident that the Aldermen Here 
not in favor of the architects proposed skating rink concept, plus the addtional 
cost beyond the original amount allocated, the necessity noH exists for finding 
an alternative plan. Under consideration will be various plans such as J.IDC and 
other community structures, noH building at lesser costs. 

Chairman Burke suggested a co~~ittee to thoroughly research ice-skating rink 
inforrr~tion in other areas and this co~ittee to then submit their information 
to the Recreation Connnission upon completion of their study. Hith the approval 
of the Commission, a co~ittee consisting of Cornc~ssioner Penney, Dr. Levine and 
J.:r. Rice as chairman, will begin this study. 

Review of Air-Supported Structures for Pool and Tennis: Hhile an appropriation 
of $1CO,OOO.OO is in the hands of the Building Department for the pool cover, 
there are still many problerrs to overcome before reality. Approval from sources 
such as Legal Department, plus approval of building codes are necessary. It is 
felt that due to the time element, it is L~portant that the Recreation Cornc~ssion 
obtain information as to the action being talcen by the Building Ccr'.rrissioner, as 
to his study and reconmendations on this air-supported structure. 

Hith this in mind, it t-ms moved that at the recormnendation of the Recreation 
Co~~ission, a report from the Building Commissioner, as to the statue of the 
bubble over the Harry Oath l!emorial Pool, be made available by the June 
Recreation Commission meeting. 

Included ;ros the recorrmendation that a carbon copy of this request be sent to 
the 1-:e~·or and to the president of the Board of Alder:nen - and was so voted. 



I 

I 

I 

-3-

It was also noved that Cow"~ssioner Penney request a clear-cut •~itten, legal 
opinion by the City Solicitor as soon as possible, as to the legality of the 
proposed contracts for the enclosed tennis structures. It was so voted. 

10. Community Council's request for Delegates: Discussed - no action taken. 

lieeting adjourned at 10?35 P.H. 

Respectfully sub~~tted, 

Earjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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61 children Alden PlacP 
Cottage Place 
Smith Court 

PETITICN 

11Petition to Open River Street Playground" 

COPY 

He, the undersigned residents of the City of Ne>rton, request that the River 

Street Playground in Hest Newton be opened once again as a Tot Lot, combined 

>d.th benches for our Senior Citizens; an instructor for our children, t>i'O (2) 

sets of swings, (one for the older children, and one set _:Of baby swings), a 

slide, a jungle gJm, parallel bars, water bubbler, and some pieces of tot 

equipment that the Newton Centre Playground has. 

\-Te are not only concerned parents of 12 year olds and under, but we feel the 

need is great for this recreational facility in this most densely populated 

neighborhood. 

S/22/72 

I' 
l{J 
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J.ffilUTES OF RECREATION coaiiSSION I·:SETmG 

June 19, 1972 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Hrs. vlorthing L. v7est, l·ir. 
Francis Rice, and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

1. Ninutes of l:ay Recreation Cormussion Eeeting accepted as circulated. Copies of 
Recreation activities and monthly reports distributed to members. 

2. A Delegation from Burr Park Area, with P~derrr~n David Cohen as spokesman, 
attended this meeting to protest the planned installation of night lighting 

3· 

of the tennis courts in this area (plans being drawn by Electrical Engineer now). 

Representatives feel that the additional confusion of parking, players at night 
and the lights 1rould be unpleasant for the three or four homes that face the 
tennis court area. 

Since, at present, the engineering plans are incomplete, they requested that they 
be notified when plans are available. They do however, favor security lighting 
in the Burr Park area. ComMission consensus was that when engineering.plans 
are complete, that neighbors, Alderman Cohen, Nick Da1~son and other Com::ission 
m~bers view them. 

As there wqs not a quorum present, no action could be taken at this time anyway. 
A special meeting can be called if necessar:,', when the Engineers report is ready. 

Pool Cover: Mr. Raj<nond A. Shamel, representing Environmental Structures, gave 
the Commission a detailed report of proposed structure, heating, ventilation 
systems, etc., and ~resented each Co~~ssion me~ber with a brochure. This par
ticular structure wuuld cofer the bathhouse area and could be left in place the 
year around with good outside visibility and temperature control inside. Con
struction 1-muld take from 10 to 12 weeks. 

4. Tennis Hanar;ement, Inc.: As a result of a request from Commissioner Penney to 
the legal department, he was informed that, according to the Law Department, 
a one year period would be the extent of time the City could enter into a 
contract - and - the City cannot use profits or shares of this venture to aid 
in payinc; for this program. 

Co~~ssioner Penney has informed the two interested companies to see if they 
are still interested on this basis. 

;;. Hatter of Road in from Crafts Street to Day Junior High School: There has been 
a request for an additional fire and access road in from Crafts Street to the 
new Day School. The ComMission sees no objection but feels that a chain (which 
should have been installed by contractor), would prevent unauthorized access. 

At this time, it 1-1as also noted that the tennis court space is still available. 

Co~~ssioner Penney also called to the Commissions attention that there must 
be no parking space on the so-called "Avery-Hoore" land, according to conditions 
set forth by heirs. 

6. Re~lation Prohibiting Alcoholic Beverages on Playgrounds: Co~~ssioner Penney 
brought to the attention of the Co~~ission the increasing problem of alcohol on 
the playgrounds. The Commission recognized the concern. The concensus of 
op~n~on of the four members present at this meeting was, that Co~~ssioner Penney 
~ite a proposed ordinance prohibiting the use or possession of alcoholic 
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beverages on the playgrounds and recreation areas of Newton, unless by written 
permission from the Co~~issioner of Recreation; and this is to be sent to the 
J.!ayor asking that this become a docket item. 

Letter and Plan for Hunnewell Playground by Neighborhood Group: 
no funds existing in the current budget for this, nothing can be 
request for budget funds are made next year. 

Since there are 
done until 

8. Letter i'rom Re~inald Smith Re"arding the Retention of Euildin" '3 at !Iewton North 
Hip;h School: In response to this letter, e Co~~ission was polled on the 
question. An ini'orrr~l vote of those four members present was that they go on 
record that Building #3 should be torn down. 

9. Reauest from Fred Rosen, Eliot Church, Co-ordinator of "Beginnine;s" for a }:ini
Bike Progran: Comrnission nembers suggest that a letter be sent to Hr. Rosen 
inviting him to join the present mini=bike program in progress at the Infirmary 
land. For the six bikes, cost would be $.30.00 ;.lith no charge for individual 
registration as is usually made. 

10. Scuba Prosr&~ Request for Private Instruction to be Offered: Concensus of opinion 
of Co~ission members being that as in the past, no private program can be 
acceptable on City areas. They suggest that they might join the Fire or Police 
Scuba teams. Contact with these groups can be made through Gil Champagne. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:36 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

¥~rjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NZHTCN RECHEATI<l! CO:.:l!ISSIO!! 

SPECIAL l:EETTIW 

August 7, 1972 

Present: Co~~ssioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman, Dr. 
Burton D. Levine, llrs. Horthing L. H,st, Joseph Capalbo, Francis Hice, 
G. Nicholas Dawson and Harjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

New Hecreation Co!11":1ission candidates appointed by the Hayer, attended 
the meeting. They will be eligible to vote at the close of the 60 day 
period. Frank Fitzpatrick will represent Wtrd 1, and Howard v. Ferguson 
will represent K .. rd 2. 

1. Action on Land for Lincoln-Eliot School - The Building Commission has foi'!l'.ally 
requested that the Recreation Department release 31,030 square feet of land 
(approxi~.ately 3/4 acre of Boyd Playgxund), to the Newton School Department 
for an addition to the Lincoln-Eliot School and parking area, His letter, which 
it is underst> od, Nayor f.:ann approves, ;;as read and accorr.panyine plan 0-85 was 
shmm. 

l>'hile the Recreation Commission recognizes the necessity, some reluctance was 
evident, in general, to relinquishing more Recreation lands. In this case the 
need was ureent. It 1<as moved by l':r. Hice to release the requested land for 
the school addition and parking facility at the Lincoln-Eliot School. Voted 
unanimously. 

2. Lirhts at Burr- and Opposition by Neighbors -Pursuant to objections by neigh
bors and petition, <lard 7 Commission member, Nick Dawson, ;mnt to the Burr area 
to poll the tennis players and neiehbors. Over 5o tennis players signed a 
paper in favor of the lights; only 2 did not. He talked nith some neighbors 
but not immediate abbuttors who had previously petitioned. He encountered no 
opposition to the lights. 

Generally, the concern that the additional lights Hould shine into homes could 
be alleviated by light shields ~nich have been inlcuded in the design. Dense 
shrubbery along the street side of the courts ;dll blanket reflection too. 

Tte Commission is most anxious to cooperate 1fith the neighborhood in preventing 
any annoyance to them. It was left to Commissioner Penney and Hr. Dawson to 
make arrangements for the use of and hours of operation of the night lights. 

It was moved to install lighting at Burr Park for tennis and football as funds 
allw. Voted unanimously. 

3• Decision for Buildin~ Department on Type of Bubble to be Considered for Harry 
Gath llemorial Pool - Corr.:rissioner Penney reported that because of the compli
cations of State reeulations regarding public building bidding procedures, it 
Has necessary to decide bet;reen a single skin and a double skin type bubble, 
so that theBuilding Commission could have the proper plans and specifications 
prepared. People in the Building Depar~~ent who had been studj~ng the different 
type, are of the opinion that the double skin type bubble had advantages in 
insulation, heating and ventilation, that would better serve the City. Comm
issioner Penney reco~'nended that the double skin t·. ype be selected. It was 
moved and seconded that the Building Commission be informed that, with the 
approval of the };ayor, plans and specifications should be dra~'!l for the double 
skin type bubble, This ;;as voted unanimously. 
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h. J:ayor 1 s request or Su<;gestions for a f:ore Active Recreation Commission - After 

1 

a rr.eeting on August 3rd, with Commissioner Penne:r and Chairrr.an Paul Burke, the 
l:ayor corr"mnicated with Co!mr.issioner Penney and Chainnan Paul Burke by r.:cmo, 
directing them to be::;in an evaluation of Recreation in order that the RecrEU tion 
Corr"'llission be fa.'lliliar with all elements of Recreation. In this ~;a~', they will 
be more able to fulfill their function of advising him on financial rr~tters of 
recreation. 

He directed Chairman Burke to appoint a sub-corr$~ttee responsibilities to study 
various areas such as maintenance, staffing, programs, capital improvement, 
equiprr.ent and all other factors governing expenditures of money in the departrr.ent. 

Chairman Bur1:e tdll be in contact with Corrh'llission members by letter very shortly, 
assi[;ninb responsibility for cor:rnittees. He feels that the four general cata
gories should be: 

1. Co~~unications 

2. Adrr.inistration 
J. J.:aintenance 
4. ProgrDrr;ming 

Arrangements for co~mittee meetings will be worked out after assignm ents are 
made. 

Comd.ssioner Penney informed the members that he, or the Recreation staff, will 
be available to aid in t;hatever way is necessary. 

;. Other Business 

A. A vote of thanks was given to Joseph Capalbo, retiring Recreation Corr.;nission 
member from H~rd 1. 

B. The secretary was requested to provide a list of the new, complete Recreation 
Comnission, according to \-lards - to be mailed to members. 

Eeeting adjourned at 10:55 P.!!. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ea rjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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HE\ITON HECREATIOH COJ.lHISSION 

September 25, 1972 

r 

t11J 
! 

Present: Comnissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman, Dr • 
• , Burton D. Levine, l:rs. V!orthing L. 1-hst, Francis Hicc~j Joseph S9ldcn, 

G. Nicholas Dawson, Hc>-nrd Ferguson, Francis Fitzpatrick and E:arjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 

1, l:inutes of June and Au;mst Cormnission Eeeting Accepted as Circulated. 

2. August rr.onthly report provided for Coll'.mission merr.bers - July report and liain
tenance report will be available at October meeting. (These were not completed 
due to shortage of clerical help- due to illness). 

3. Report of Capital-Construction Projects to Date - Comrrissioner Penney reported 
to the Comrrission members on those projects completed and in progress. Baseball 
backstop at Horace Y~nn School, rebuilt diamond at the Peirce School Little 
League Field, arranged with Street Department to install drainage at Newton 
South High School Baseball diamond on the left field (Street Department will 
bill Hecreation Department for this). The question of tennis lights at Burr 
Park involved so much controversy as many residents were not in favor - also 
the original request in the budget for $14,0CO.CO was cut to $12,000.00 and 
the actual bid came closer to $16,000.00 that this project has been halted. 
A fence between the basketball court and the river at Upper Falls has been 
completed. There will be a new basketball court for Auburndale. Hamilton 
tennis courts are being repaired and resurfaced with asphalt, making them 
again available for tennis and suitable for flooding in the winter for skating. 
Burr Basketball Court is also being redone. Lighting for Pop Warner and Newton 
Athletic Football is in process also. Included will be practice football 
lights at Hawthorn and Burr. Funds for south side of City include Newton 
Centre and Oak Hill. Lights at Boyd - Lincoln-Eliot will begin - bids and 
contracts awarded. A water bubbler is in consideration for Steams, but 
needs a manhole by Public Yorks Department. A fence at Horace Hann, along 
the street is presently being installed. Bids are being taken for a play 
apparatus area for Auburndale. .. 

4, Group representing Burr Park area and Hawthorn area on the subject of lighting 
included Bill Chisholm, Mr. Richard Conboy, VIT. Vzx Schlefin (Burr area) and 
John Webber and Dave Berkeley from the Hawthorn area. 

Security lighting at Burr was declared a necessity by the above group, citing 
instances of vandalism, robbery, burglary, drinking, etc., as the result of 
the lack of light in this dark area. In addition to security, installation 
lights would also serve athletic area for football, etc. 

As Corr.missioner Penney pointed out to them, the Recreation Department has re
peatedly requested lighting in this area - at least 5 years. Mr. Conboy stated 
that 3 years ago, at the nudging of area residents, the Board of Aldermen 
passed an order to install lighting, but Mayor Basbas did not initiate request 
for funds, the necessary action to go ahead. 

Hr. Conboy and Hr. Schlefin both emphasized that the safety of the local people 
is involved and feel that the Recreation Commission should again reiterate the 
need for lighting to the }layor as soon as possible, They also requested that 
a copy of this action be sent to }lr. Conboy and Hr. Schlefin. 
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Hr. Dawson motioned, and it was so moved, that security lighting at Burr Flay
ground once agqin be recommended to the Hayer and the Board of Aldermen. Voted 
unanimously. 

The representatives from the Hawthorn area, ~!r. Hebber and Nr. Berkeley stressed 
the need of both security and athletic lights at this playground - saj~ng that 
parents of children who norreally would enjoy prograrr~ at this center, hesitate 
to let them go there after dark. Mr. Webber also mentioned the need for a new 
floor. This floor warps constantly after any dampness, and should be replaced. 

C01mnissioner Penney reported that he had met with Frank Fitzpatrick, Commission 
member from liard 1 a!1d several representatives of the area. At that meeting, 
various means of lir;hting were discussed. Honey exists in the Recreation 
Budget to provide at least one light - possibly between the Soccer field and 
the children's playground. llr. Pelligrini, at the meeting, felt he might be 
able to obtain a donation of poles, etc., from the Boston Edison Company and 
they are presently awaiting to hear about this. 

Corr"~issioner Penney is presently checking with the electrical contractor ~no 
would do the actual wiring. There is a possibility of practice lights this fall. 

l:r. \{ebber and JVtr. Berkeley also requested that the voting machines, which are 
in the ;,ay at Hamhorn, be removed. As there seems to be no other place to put 
them, nothing could be done about them at this time. Mr. Fenney noted that he 
has requested an addition to enlarge the Child's Recreation Building for rr~ny 
years. 

5. Pop Warner Grou Interested in L·~bts for Albemarle Field - Frank Fitzpatrick 
reported that there are approxirr~tely 50 boys in uniform of the Pop Wtrner 
organization now using the football field at Albemarle. (area also used by 
Day Junior High School). The Hayor attended opener and reported that he found 
some glass and some low spots - since corrected by the Recreation Department. 

Mr.Fitzpatrick reported that if the Fop Warner group can get "light bulbs and 
permission", they ;,ill get poles set, free of charge - plus electricians willing 
to volunteer the work. 

It was reported that Fred Delicandro, President, agrees that this is the case, 
but wanted assurance from the Recreation Department, that they would be able 
to use them, once they were installed. 

A legal instrument would have to be drawn up between the Pop Warner Football 
Associaion and the City of Newton, conforming to all ordinances. The install
ation must conform to all building code and would become the property of the 
City of Newton - no strings attached. 

Col1li'lission agreed that Pop l\arner can have priority to continue to use, unless 
conflict with school use, occurs. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick feels that the legal ramifications can be worked out. When 
information is available, action can be taken at that time. 

6. Report of Judo Club - Using Newton Centre Playground Field House - The Judo 
Organization would like to continue using the Newton Centre Field House on 
Tuesdays and Friday£. 
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Last surr~er objections to their using the area were voiced by the leaders at 
this area, citing damage to the building as the reason. After checking, 
apparently the only damage was to light bulbs, (the Judo Club has replaced any 
they have been aware of). Hrs. 'dest mentioned an additional advantage of the 
neighborhood feeling more secure with the "Black Belt" Judo experts in the 
area, for nine years. Hr. Penney noted that this is a non-profit group, and 
represents no expense to the Department. 

Dr. Levine r::otioned that the Judo Club be allowed to continue at Ne;rton Centre 
Playground Field House and it was so moved. Unanmously voted. 

7. Group picture of Recreation Commission was taken at 9:00 P.l1. 

8. Commission Evaluation - Sub-Committee Reports - Preliminary reports of the 
following committees were made: 

1. Administration - Dr. Levine and };r, Rice, 9/21/72 
2. Programming - 1-!rs. vlest and Hr.Seldon, 8/15/72 
3. Naintenance - Nr. Dawson and Er. Ferguson, 9/11/72 
4. Communications - J·:r. Fitzpatrick and Hr. Burke, 9/22/72 

Detailed reports will be presented for final consolidation of report, if pos5ible, 
at the October 16th meeting. 

9. Alcoholic Beverares in Playgrounds - After revieHinc the problem, Hr. Ferguson 
moved that a recomrnendation be ~zde that an ordinance be passed prohibiting the 
use of alcoholic beverages on all Recreation areas and it was so moved. S 
affirmative, 2 opposed. 

10. Old Business 

a. Pool Bubble - Out for bid now, bids will be opened on October 3rd. However, 
contract would not be awarded at that time, as bids cover only actual 11 bubbleL 
structure", no heating, motors, etc. This invitation to bid 1<ould be 
considered an inquiry bid only. 

Heeting adjourned at 10:40 P.}:. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTOl RECREATION COI'lHISSION MEETING 

Minutes of October 16, 1972 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman ~r. 
Burton D. Levine, Mfs. Worthing L. West, Frank Fitzpatrick, Howard 
Ferguson, Francis Rice and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

I. Minutes of September meeting accepted as circulated. 

II. Monthly reports for July and September also maintenance report for summer, were 
distributed to Commission members. 

III. Recommendation of Public Buildin and Purchasin rtment heads concerning 
t e proposed Gath col bubble. 

Upon request, John Sullivan, Public Buildings Engineer, came to the Recreation 
Commission meeting to report the technical findings on the various types of 
pool covers currently available. 

Due to existing State Laws governing bidding procedure, it was not possible to 
accept bids for the complete "ready to operate" facility, so sub-bids will have 
to be invited for the cover, heat, light, electrical service, foundation, etc. 

Bids for bubble skin and motors were recently opened (Oct. 11th) at the Building 
Department - result below: 

1 • 
2. 
3· 

Air-Teet (single skin) 
Bird-Air (single skin) 
Environmental Structures (double 

$S7,9So.oo 
$69,160.00 

skin) $78,201.00 

Hr. Sullivan emphasized the point that , in addition to original cost of skin, 
etc., must be added, the costs of foundation work, heat and ventilation, winter
izing the bathhouse and heating it, electric lighting, electrical wiring, 
plumbing, etc. Since the pool water is presently heated by gas, ~o£ically, the 
facility could be heated by gas. Ho,,;mrer, upon inYestic;ation, the Gas C:>:n:c>any 
claims that they would be unable to accept additional gas-heating burdens for 
another two years. Therefore, provision for oil heat must be made. 

If the double-skin type of bubble were to be used - and this seems to be the most 
efficient due to insulation bonus, plus the ease of lighting, an approximate 
additional cost, over and above the original amount of $100,000.00 appropriated 
by the City of Newton, would be estimated at another $So,ooo.oo. 

The single-skin types would be approximately $30,000.00 and $4S,ooo.oo over the 
$100,000.00 appropriation. 

Another alternative was considered also - a permanent, enclosed structure with 
sliding transparent panels in the roof for Sunh~er use. Since this is a permanent 
structure, the possibility of SO% Federal funding could be utilized, However, 
Hr. Penney observed that the proposed BS foot wide building would not be suitable 
for the Gath Pool. 

An alternative to a positive stand, at this time, allowing for more investigation 
of those structures of this type already in working condition, is to contact the 
Canton, Ohio YMCA and a similar structure - but used for horticultural purposes, 
Wright's Roses, in Cranbury, New Jersy. 
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Dr. Levine moved that the action on this bubble be tabled for the present in order 
that more study and research be done before the next meeting - and it was so voted, 

}!r. Ferguson moved that Corrunissioner Penney and Chairman Paul Burke meet informally 
with the Hayer, bringing him up to date as to the current information, and it was 
so voted. 

Ward 1 Corrunission member, Frank Fitzpatrick, again brought before the Recreation 
Commission the representatives of the Pop Warner organization, Fred Dalicandro, 
President, Bill Chisolm, Joe Coakley, and John Webber. They are interested in 
installing liehting for football at the Albemarle Playground, at thir own ex
pense- to then be turned over to the City. 

This group, in Septe~ber, had come to the Recreation Commission with a plan for 
lights and had been advised by the Corrunission, to obtain a legal opinion from the 
City Solicitor. A legal instrument is to be drawn up between the Pop Warner 
Football Association and the City of Newton conforming with all ordinances. The 
installation must conform to all building and electrical codes nnd would then be
come the property of the Cith of Newton. 

This, they advised the Commission, has now been accomplished, and they have re
ceived per~~ssion from City Solicitor, Melvin Dangel, to proceed. The legal 
department advised them also, that they must obtain permission from the Recre
ation Co~~ssion, to proceed. 

They plan to install six light poles with eight quartz lights on each pole, dir
ected in to>mrd the firld, from the service road. They will provide all liability 
during the installation, It would be understood that lights would be turned off 
in the evening at 10:30 P.M. 

It was moved and seconded, that with the agreement of the City Solicitor, that 
Pop vlarner Football Association be granted permission to install lights and poles 
at Albemarle Field at their own expense and that it be understood that this will 
become a City owned installation. It was so voted. 

}1r, Ferguson then moved, that Newton Pop Warner, have priority in scheduling 
lighting for their football g~~es - and it was so voted. 

V. At 10:00 P.M., Mrs. Jthdaeu, Principal of the Underwood School, and representatives 
of PTA, Work/Study Group, and Hr. Terry D'Eugenio, consultant, c~~e before the 
Commission with a request for "moral support" from the Recreation Deparment for 
their proposed installation of a new type of inovational playground equipment at 
the Underwood School. Since the playground apparatus is made from salvaged 
material, there is little cost beyond pulleys, nails, etc., used to install and 
put it together. The actual labor will be provided by parents, teachers, and 
children who are ready and willing to go to work. 

Commission members questioned them closely on legal liability during installation 
and also liability for children using this facility after installation. 

Mrs. Nadeau asserted that Jerry Angino will advise them on legal questions as to 
installation. They feel that teachers and parents will assume a natural liability 
once the equipment is an accomplished fact. 

They anticipate little vandalism as this will be a community project with all 
ages involved. 

It was moved to go along with this idea, subject to the approval of the City of 
Newton Legal Department on the question of liability - and inspection by the 
Recreation Department - so voted. 
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VI. HistoricalReport: Hrs. West reported that she and Mr. Murphy will be completing 
this report shortly and will have it available for the next Commission meeting. 

VII. Since several items on the agenda had not been reached, it was decided to have 
a special meeting of the Commission on October 30th, at which time the sub
committee reports on the Rpcreation Department could be presented and the pre
liminary budget work begun. 

Dr. Levine moved that the meeting adjourn at 11:05 P.M. 

jfd 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTOO RECREA.TICll COMMISSICN MEETING 

November 20, 1972 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman, Dr. 
Burton D. Levine, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Uessers. Joseph Selden, Francis 
Rice, Frank Fitzpatrick, Howard Ferguson and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

A. MINUTES OF OCTOBER 30, 1972 MEETING accepted as circulated. 

B. MONTHLY REPORTS of Recreation activities and programs distributed to members. 

C. Post 440, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Alan Licarie, was invited to come 
before the Recreation Co~~ssion at the request of }~. Frank Fitzpatrick, to 
describe the new facilities which will be made available to the Community upon 
completion of the new Post 440 building, sometime in March or April this spring 
of 197.3· 

The building is located on what was formerly Victory Field, on California Street 
in Nonantum. }~. Licarie described the facility as being very much co~~ity 
oriented, the building itself being 100 x 160 feet in size and built on 8,3,000 
square feet of land. 

The_building is two stories in height and on the upper level is located a ballroom 
accomodating about 25o people, a kitchen and bar facility to ·serve this area, a 
large gym, a community room - available for various meetings of groups, a so-called 
"Cerebral Palsy" room with a ramped entrance to accommodate physically handicapped 
persons, another smaller gym for various children's sports (this to be made 
available to the Recreation Department at no charge) for basketball, volleyball, 
etc. On the lower level will be the private Post 440 quarters, a 24 hour 
custodian's office, a utility room, a common room for Senior Citizens to meet and 
socialize in - at no charge also, a small room suitable for a bridal room, a 
banquet facility which will probably be available for rental to either luncheon 
or evening groups. 

Huch of this building will be available, at no charge, for the use of the Citizens 
of Newton, according to ~. Licarie. }~. Licarie suggested a program for pre-teen 
girls and Commissioner Penney said that Recreation Supervisr, Fran Towle, will 
investigate this use. 

D. LITTLE LEAGUE REQUEST: l'..ichael LeConti, President of the West Little League, re
peated his visit of last April, to again demand that the Recreation Department 
make major and minor improvements in the various West Little League areas. His 
letter, presented to each Commission member, recommended that the following areas 
be renovated and that the cost of these repairs be included in the 197.3 Recreation 
Department budget: 

1. Franklin School - West Newton 
2. Williams School -Auburndale 
,3. Burr School - Auburndale 
h. Lyons Field - Auburndale 
5. Davis School - W8 st Newton 

In addition to these repairs, he would like to have the Recreation Department 
provide ~2,500.00 for helping to defray the cost of Little League umpire fees -
and would also recommend that a pole with a Hercury Vapor Lamp be installed at 
Lyons Field to minimize vandalism and relieve the tension and fears of the 
neighbors. 
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Mr. LeConti requested that the Recreation Commission notify him, in ~Titing, as 
to those items which will be included in the 1973 budget. 

Following¥~. LeConti's comments, Mrs. LeConti, Mrs. Donaghue and}~. ~~elan, 
aUso called to tne attention of the Commission the fact that there was a problem 
at the Franklin School. Adults are using the area that is intended for young 
children. They are also driving onto fields with cars and motor bikes. Comm
issioner Penney pointed out to them that the•S.,chool_Department was in charge of 
that playgroundp.n<l. could make any regulations. Chairman Paul Burke C::ommend.ea:--
them for their interest; · 

OTHER BUSJNESS: 

1. }~s. Gigleo of Ward 4 from the Pine Street area, visited the Recreation 
Commission to inquire as to the present - or future - status of the Pine 
Street dump area. Mrs. Gigleo wanted direction as to iihat that community 
could do about encouraging recreation use of this area. Y~. Burke, Chairman 
suggested that she write to Alderman David Jackson and ask the present status 
of this area. 

2. Proposed Orctinance #870-72: Commission members were provided with copies of 
this proposed ordinance covering the release or transfer of municipal lands 
and also a copy of the memo from David W. Jackson, Chairman of the City 
Planning Committee of the Board of Aldermen, requesting review and comments 
in writing from the Recreation Commission, before the November 30th meeting 
of the City Planning Committee. 

On Dr. Levine's motion, it was voted that the Recreation Commission go on 
record concurring with the proposed ordinance #870-72. 

3· F. A. Day Meeting: Commissioner Penney notified the Recreation Commission 
that there will be a meeting at the new Day Junior High School on Minot 
Place on December 12th, at 8:00 P.M. to discuss a second access road. 
Commission members were requested to attend if at all possible. 

F. BurGET FOR 1973: Commissioner Penney prepared and distributed to the Recreation 
Commission members, copies of partial budget sections, for their examination and 
recommendation. 

Since the Commission generally, is not really fa~iliar with the budget process 
or with the individual accounts and divisions, Commissioner Penney familiarized 
them briefly, with the aid of the above mentioned sheets. He stressed that the 
Mayan wanted the budget pared to the minimum, in all areas. Commissioner Penney 
presented a proposal of cut backs to equal anticipated increases, so that there 
will be "zero" increase in the total 1973 budget requst, over the 1972 
appropriation. 

Chairman Paul Burke suggested that the members take this information provided to 
them by the Recreation Department on programs, new equipment, School and Rec
reation contractural services, Administrative and Haintenance cocts, etc. ho:-Jc 
to study so that they can make considered recommendations when the group next 
meets. It was also decided that a sub-committee with Frank Fitzpatrick as 
Chairman, work together with Hr. Burke and¥~. Penney, at a date to be determined 
later, and report their recommendations to the full board at the next regular 
meeting. 

One item that some members of the Commission strongly recommended be a separate 
item, in fact, on a motion by V~. Ferguson, it was voted to make the expense of 
custodial and pool personnel for the new Newton High School pool, a completely 
separate item 1n the new budget for 1973. 
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G. CHRIST!r.AS PARTY: The annual Christmas party for the Recreation Department, 
retirees and Commission members will be held on December 14th, all have been 
requested to let 11rs. Lesbirel know if they can attend, as soon as possible. 

H. Meeting adjourned at 10:45 P.M. Next regular meeting on December j18th. 

jfd 

Respectfullt s~bmitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Present: 

Newton Recreation Commission Meeting 

December 18, 1972 

Commissioner Penney, Acting Chairman, Dr. Burton D. Levine, l!essers. 
G. Nicholas Dawson, Howard Ferguson, Frank Fitzpatrick, Francis Rice 
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

A. Minutes of November 20, 1972 meeting accepted as circulated. 

B. 

c. 

Monthly report of Recreation activities and programs distributed to all 
members. 

Suggestion from Alderman Richmond that Silver Lake be used for skating.
that rights to use it by the public and maintain it for skating be obtained 
from the private panty that owns it - in exchange for a proportional tax 
abatement. 

Upon consideration, some mewbers of the Commission had briefly seen this 
area. Generally, hOI'/ever, only those within the neighborhood know where 
it is. Commissioner Penney reported that it has trash thrown into the 
shallow area and this shows above the surface. This would need a lot of 
salvage work done before it could be used. It was also pointed out that 
the area is surrounded by bullrushes, an indication of shallow, muddy 
edge, unsuitable as it is, without a hard edge, to bring any kind of equip
ment for work with the ice. 

Commissioner Penney has ,also requested more information on this area 
(value, etc.) from the ~ity Assessor's Office. 

Upon Mr. Dawson's motion, it was voted to table this item until more in
formation as to the possibility and cost of removing the trash, the 
general cost, and the legality, could be acertained. 

Afterward it was decided to amend this motion by adding "to the next 
meeting" and it was so voted. 

D. 1972 Budget Information: Commissioner Penney provided each Commission 
member with descriptive budget breakdown for Capital Improvements and 
total budget figures ~tddh Commission studied together. After concentra= 
ted consideration and discussion, on a motion by Mr. Rice, it was voted 
unanimously to accept the Capital and budget figures as presented at this 
meeting. 

1. Also on a motion by Mr. Rice (in response to a letter from Mr. LeConti, 
President of the Newton West Little League, demanding certain improve
ments be included in this year's budget} a letter will be sent to Hr. 
LeConti advising him as to those improvements which will be included 
in this upcoming budget, and was so voted. 

E. Meeting adjourned at 9:40P.M. Next meeting on January 15, 1973. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 
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NEWTW RECREATION COMHISSION MEETING 

January 15, 1973 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Acting Chairman, Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Mrs. Worthing L. West, Hessers. Francis Rice, Howard Ferguson, J. 
Nicholas Dawson and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

A. Minutes of December Recreation Commission Meeting accepted as reported. 

B. Monthly Reports of December Recreation activities distributed to members. 

c. Proposed Silver Lake Skating Area: Since the original suggestion from 
Alderman R:LChlilond in November, 1972, to consider this area as an additional 
skating site, research has determined that several factors exist that could 
limit the use of this area. 

It had been assumed that this area was owned by only one party. · It now 
appears that it is owned by three - or more. Access to the area may be un
suitable as it is over a construction company storage area - a potential 
source of danger for curious children. 

The site itself, as reported by the Recreation Foreman, is at present, un
suitable for either skating - due to debris in the water - or for ~aintenance 
of the area. The shore is a muddy one and would have to be improved to make 
a hard, gradual slope in order to facilitate use of equipment for clearing 
and maintaining ice. The Foreman also says that about an equal amount of 
outside space beyond the skating area itself, is necessary, for removal and 
storage of snow and the maneuvering of trucks. If this was accomplished, an 
ice skating surface area of the approximate size of two tennis courts might 
then be available for the neighborhood. 

The Commission members, on Mr. Ferguson's motion, voted that no action be 
taken at this time but recommended that Commissioner Penney contact Alderman 
Richmond by phone or letter, appraising him of this situation. 

D. Visitors from Burr School PrA Associations •lr. Dan Silverman, President of 
the Burr Pi'A and Mr. Goodale, PTA Building Chairman, visited the Commission 
meeting. Their purpose being to find out what funds might be available for 
playground equipment in this area and the general procedure to follow in 
requesting equipment. 

Mr. Sullivan said that it was their understanding that the last installation 
of equipment at Burr School was made in 1970. 

Their visit was mainly one of inquiry since they felt that the Recreation 
Camnission could best advise them as to the manner in which they might re
quest consideration for the Burr School area. 

Commissioner Penney informed that the Principal of the school should first 
indicate his interest {as well as the PrA as the Recreation Department can 
maintain - but not install equipment - without the permission of the Principal 
of the school. Mr. Penney explained to them that the Recreation budget for 
this year does contain a request for playground apparatus - in the amount of 
$4,000.00, but, that this amount, must be spread throughout the various areas 
of the City so that this entire amount would not be available exclusively to 
the Burr School area. He also told them that present plans for Burr School 
include the raising of the backstop fence and that Capital Improvement plan 
for the future, contains two tennis courts. 
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The Recreation Commission suggested that they bring back to the Commissipn 
meeting, specific plans as to the needs of the area, and present them, in 
the near future. 

They were cordially invited to remain and observe the remainder of the 
Commission meeting. · 

57 

E. New Newton High School Swimming Pool Plans: Present plans seem to indicate 
that the new pool facility will not be open for general use until approximately 
September 1973• The Recreation Department will have the use of the facility on 
nights and weekends. !'J.ss Towle of the Recreation Department, and Mr. Ben 
Merritt of the School Department are currently meeting to arrange a compatible 
program. They hope to confirm a presently tentative program, upon completion 
of their current conferences, for the consideration of the Commission. Fees 
have not been set as yet, 

F. Joint programs using school gyms and Community Schools: Currently some of 
these programs are operated jointly and some separately. 

G. 

H. 

I. 

This is a complex issue and Commissioner Penney feels that the Recreation 
Department should be an integrel part of the Community School system. In 
a similar program called - School/Recreation, school gyms and facilities 
are used, staffed by students (Northeastern Coop) as leaders. Recreation 
pays 50% of student and custodial costs, school pays balance. They also 
sometimes provide some additional supervision. 

Schools recently have been enlarging these programs. However, limited Rec
reation budgets have limited Recreation expansion. The schools in disadvan
taged areas also have had additional government monies available to them. 
Hopefully, Recreation will be able to participate in these broadened programs 
if additional funds could be obtained. 

Mr. Ferguson requested that the Commission go on record approving an active 
part by the Recreation Department in any Community School program. All mem
bers concurred. 

Tennis Court Fees: Since Paul Joyce, Former tennis leader, has indicated his 
willingness to return this coming season, it was susgested by the Commission 
members, that he be invited to attend the next Commission meeting in February 
and make some suggestions as to fees and programs, for this new year. Comm
issioner Penney will contact him by phone or letter, inviting him to this 
next meeting. · 

Lenox International Circus: Information was distributed to Commission mem
bers on the availability of this circus but no action was taken at this meeting. 

Next Commission Meeting: will be held on February 26th, instead of February 
19th, the regular 3rd Monday - in this case, a holiday. Meeting adjourned 
at 9:25 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Present: 

NEWTON RECREATION CNlMISSION }lEETING 

February 26, 1973 

;r/ 
0t 

Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman, Dr. 
Burton D. Levine, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Messers. Frank Fitzpatrick, 
Howard Ferguson, Francis Rice, Joseph Selden, G. Nichola:s Dawson and 
Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

A. Meeting called to order at 7:50P.M. by Chairman Burke. Minutes of January 
accepted as distributed. 

B. Recreation activities - plus maintenance reports 
rom Octover to February. istributed also to members were the current news 

releases, current weekly activity schedules and supervisors weekly schedules. 

c. Tennis Court Fees: Paul Joyce, tennis resource person, invited to attend the 
Commission meeting and give possible recommendations based upon his fdrmer 
tennis experience, both as player and attendant at the Newton Centre courts. 

Mr. Joyce's general feeling - he actaally polled tennis players who normally 
use the rjewton Centre courts, plus his personal experience, is, that tennis _, 
fees could very acceptably be increased since the courts are well maintained, 
a reserv'-ltion system eXist:s and the courts are controlled as to play, by an 
attendant (Similar conditions are present at Burr Courts, •<ewton Corner, and 
the night-lighted courts at Newton South High School) during the tennis season. 

His recommendation was to increase the tennis permit fee from$5.00 to what
ever the board felt acceptable - but no more than $15.00, for a season. He 
also felt strongly that something should be done for the yoongsters who buy 
permits, but under the present system, must give way on a court if an adult 
wishes to use that court. He felt that they should be allowed - on a day to 
day basis, to reserve and use a court, on that day. 

Additionally, he recommended that Newton residents who were only occaisonal 
players and ••ould not normally purchase a season permit, be allowed to use a 
court for a given fee, at that time, for a one-time use, and that a regular 
guest fee be levied on any out-of-Newton person who accompanied a regular :· 
!Iewton resident permit holder. 

The Recreation Commission discussed the various suggestions, taking into con~ 
sideration guest fees, children, etc. On Mr. Dawson's motion, the Commission 
voted 6 to 3 (opposed Burke, Levine, Penney), to increase the adult tennis per
mit fee for the season to $10.00; children's permit to be $5.00; Newton residen~ 
one-time user, $2.00 per hour, per court; guest fee (accompanied by a Newton 
resident holding a regula~nnis permit) $1.00 per person per ~· Mr. Burke 
expressed opposition to any increase simce it could not be used directly for 
tennis maintenance but would go to Sity Income, and in any case would have such 
a minute impact on City finances. 

The Commission recommended that the methods of administration be worked out by 
Co~~ssioner Peillly, following those suggestions of Y~. Joyce's regurding chil
dreds use of courts and special court fees. It was also the understanding that 
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these policies would be in force while the tennis courts were supervised i.e. 
from 5:00 P ,}!, on weekdays and all day Saturdays and Sundays, during the tennis 
season. Additionally, the Commission recommended closer supervision, by super
visors of district, to enforce rules. 

D. Method of handling requests for adult tennis lessons: Since the Recreation De
partment does not have a budgeted amount for adult tennis lessons, Commissioner 
Penney solicited the advice of the Commission as to how this much requested pro
gram might be accomplished, Mr. Rice suggested that possiblY an accomplished 
tennis player within the summer playgro.und staff might be willing to take on a 
series of adult tennis lessons, possibly before the regular playground season 
began, This appears to be a legitimate way of hand .. ing this program, the Comm
ission felt, 

E. Fees and use of NNHS Pool: It now appears that the original time allocated to 
Recreation by the School will be lessened (Saturday mornings), Mr. Ferguson, how
ever, still feels that it is not too late to regain this time and suggested ¥~. 
Penney again speak with V~ss Btivogel of the Physical Education Department, 
Commissioner Penney will again confer with school personnel before the deadline 
date of l1arch 12th, when the School Committee will finalize the use of this area, 

F,r Silver Lake - use for skating area: In December, 1972, Alderman <tichmond 
requested that the Recreation Commission look into the feasibility of utilizing 
Silver Lake in Nonantum for skating - and attaining permission from private 
owners in exchange for proportional tax abatement&, 

In January, 1973, the Recreation Commission again took this under advisement, 
Research revealed that this are was owned by several people and that access 
through a constnuction com any storage area would be hazardess. The site is 
small, would require a great deal of renovation to even be available for main
tenance and would produce a skating area not any larger than 2 tennis courts. 
At this January meeting, the Commission voted that no action be taken but 
that Commissioner Penney appraise Alderman Richmond of the facts - which he 
did, 

On February 13th, Commissioner Penney again received a letter from Alderman Rich
mond pressing him to utilize this area, Alderman hichmond did not feel that any 
of the problems encountered would be of impediment to the public use of the area, 
and urging the Comr~ssioner and Commission to be more aggressive in utilizing 
existing recreation apportunities now present withing the City. 

Commissioner Penney went to the property owners in question, (Cedrone, Hiller, 
and Belli), None want to allow access over their land, even With the offer of 
a tax a atement. They are opposed, 

The Comlilission, on ¥~. Ferguson's motion, voted unanimously to authorize Comm
issioner Penney to reply to Alderman Richmond's letter stating his findings 
upon research in the are. (1. Impractical, 2, Eroperty owners object, 3. 
Beard had voted to take no action), and also inform him that he is welcome to 
come to the Commission meeting if he so desires, 

G. Request for use of playground for fund raising carnival: Commissioner Penney 
is in recept of a request for a benefit carnival to be held on a city recre
ational site (Angier) was mentioned by Mrs, liobinson - who later by phone, 
represented the group. The request is fron the Friends of ~~sachusetts Resi
aential Pffframs, a non-profit char}table organization involved in treatment 
and rehab tation of young people ~some from Newton-Wellesley area) - with 
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drug and delin~uincy problems, and they state, approved by Newton-Wellesley 
area llental Health office. 

They would like to contract a professional carnival company to come in and op
erate a program. They are also willing to assume reponsibility for liability 
insurance coverage, clean-up of area, on site police coverage, if necessary, etc. 

Col'llllissioner Penney informed the Commission members that accordiag to old records, 
the area in question, Angier Playeround, did indeed come within thejurisdiction 
of the ~ecreation Department. 

Recreation Commission members recalled that with one exception of a special ethnic, 
religious carnival at Hawthorn, sponsored by the St. Mary of Carmen Society, it 
had not been the practice to allow any money-making carnivals on Newton Recreation 
areas. 

After consideration, it was voted unanimously b;" the 6ommission members on a motion 
by Dr. Levine, to take no action at this time. 

Chairman Paul Burke suggested that the three aldermen from <lard 5 (in the Angier 
School area) along with Mr. 5"-lden, Comission member, and Chief of Police~Quinn, 
be contacted before the n~t Commission meeting, for their reaction and comments. 
It can then be brought up at the next Commission meeting on Barch 19th, for 
further consideration and disposition. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 P.M. 

Repectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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MI!!UTES OF RECREATION COMHISSION MEETING 

March 19, 1973 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul .. J. Burke, Mrs. Worthington L. West, 
Messers Howard Ferguson, Framk Fitzpatrick and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 8:55pm by Chairman Paul J. Burke. 

A. Minutes of February· meeting accepted as circulated. 

B. Election of officers: Although there was a quorwn present with Mr. Burke voting, 
members of the Co@missioa felt that it would be more suitable if the election 
could be postponed until' April in order for all members to be present and 
voting. 

Mrs. West moved, and it was voted to postpone election until the April meet
ing. 

C. Monthly report of Recreation Department activities distributed to all members. 

D. Reactivation 'of Youth Centers: Commissioner Penney reported on the renewed 
opening of the Youth Center areas; a Coffee House at the Unitarian Society in 
West Newton and another Coffee House at the Methodist Church in Uewton Highlands. 

State funds are no longer available for the purpose, but funds have been 
included in the Hecreation Department budget fo_r this purpose. 

Commissioner Penney recently visited the centers while they were in operation 
and foundleaders, adult chaperones and Police on duty, and good sized groups 
of younsters in attendance. 

Additional programs of basketball and sports also take place a Warren Junior 
High School and at the 1-lcKenzie Center at Sacred .Heart as further Youth Center 
activities. 

E. arts lea ues: In response to an inquiry 
from Aderman mall, ommissioner ·enney has conferred with Recreation Super
visors regarding the number of non-resident players participating in the 
various men's and women's sport leagues in Newton. They reported that while 
many of the industrial plants, who are heavy tax payers in l<ewton, plus City 
Employees who may live out-of-town but who work for Police, Fire, School & 
City, are eligible, less than 6% of the total participation involves non
residents. He has forwarded this information :l:o Alderman Small, Mayor Mann 
and Commission members, explaining regulations etc. Commissioner Penney 
requested whether the Comrnission wished to make a change in policy. Since 
no action seemed indicated, item was dr~pped. 

F. Report of Aldermanic Committee on Communitf Schools: Commissioner Penney, 
Chairman Paul Burke, Mr. Ferguson and Mr. itzpatrick attended the meeting 
of February 7th. Report provided to each Commission member of this Education 
Committee meeting by Alderman Egelston, Chairman. 

G. Report of School Committee meeting on use of Newton North High School: Com
missioner Penney attended this meeting to outline the use of facilities an
ticipated by the Recreation Department - especially the pool. 
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The School Committee voted to provide Community use of the pool after 7:00 pm 
on weekdays and Saturday and Sundays all day under the administration of the 
Recreation Department. 

Commissioner Penney also noted that Reginald Smith, Newton North High School, 
A.D. had advised him that other facilities (gym, simulated outdoor area, etc.) 
would probably also be available for Recreation Department use. 

Mr. Ferguson moved and it was so voted, that the Recreation Department make as 
full use of the Recreation facilities at the new Newton North High School, as 
possible, and to direct the Recreation Commissioner to obtain any cost estimates 
for this use as soon as ~vailable. 

H. Report of Aldermanic Committee oh Crescent Street Playground: Alaerman Jefferson's 
resolution recommendin~ that the land at 70 Crescent Street in Auburndale, of 
approximately 1 acre, (declared unsuitable for housing) be developed as a re
creation area for children of this area, Commissioner Penney attended and tes
tified in favor. 

This would necessitate permission given by the Myrtle Baptist Church, for a 
footpath over their property since there is no access except over the heavily 
used, truck service drive, at the Recreation Pepartment. Other possible use .. 
of the area is still being considered by the Aldermanic City Planning Committee 
-- housing, relocation of Edison generation station. It was suggested that 
Commission records be checked to see whether the Commission had ever gone on 
record about this area. 

I. Rlituest for A~ier Playground for Fund Raising Carnival - dropped, Alt hough 
t s request ~s been withdrawn, the Recreation Commissioner had, as requested, 
contacted Polio Chief Quinn, the Ward 5 Aldel'IIB!l1 Mr. Uehlein and Mr. Antonellis 
(who, in turn, contacted the Waban Improvement Society fortheir opinion) None 
were in favor of the use of the playground for a carnival. 

In spite of the fact that the request was withdrawn, to avoid a possible fut~e 
request, Mr. Ferguson moved and it was so voted, to notify this group that the 
Commission had gone on record denying the request at this time and also direct
in the Commissioner to notify those interested parties - i.e. Aldermen, Police, 
etc. (Voted 5-0) 

J. Request for st. Ma17 of Carmen Societi carnival at Hawthorn: ~. Leone has 
again requested the use of this area or a carnival. This carnival has been 
allowed in_ recent years since it was a special ethnic-religious celebration, 
unique in neighborhood tradition. Now, however, the Commission is becoming 
hesitant due to additional request for carnivals, 

Mrs. West moved and it was so voted, to allow the request of the St• MBFJ of 
Carmen Society to hold the carnivil.l at Hawthorn playgroun d this year but 
request that they look into the possibility of locating the carnival in another 
area, other than on a recreation area, in the future. (Vote 5-0) 
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K. Centennial Plans: (In conjunction with the Youth Commission) Commissioner 
Penney reported on the active participation planned for Recreation during the 
Centennial celebration. A track meet at the High School, an Elementary School 
field day and the Frisbee Championship contest, will be among those events 
planned. Plans are also underway for a float in the Centennial Parade. 

The Recreation Department will also take active part, by providing bus 
transportation, for a series of interesting Centennial trips which have 
been planned by the Jackson Homestead. 

L. Bus scheduling: ~ addition to the Centennial Historical trips, the bus also 
has taken an active part in the Senior Citizen programs, both through 
regular Recreation programs and in conjunction with the Human Resources program 
directed by the Rev. Jerry Stinson., They are presently planning a series 
of trips which will include museums, art galleries, shopping areas and the 
aquarium. 

M. Request of Mrs. Michaels - CbairwoMQ gf the Cancer Sgc1ety" Urive-!973; 
to solicit contributions from tennis players on Newton Courts. Since this 
request met with opposition from all members, it was moved to deny the request 
of Hrs •. lllchaels to solicit funds from tennis players. (Vote 5'-0) 

N. Re uest of the U.S. S rts Club to conduct adult tennis lessons on Newton 
public courts. ince the Legal Department is researching this item at present, 
it was agreed by Commission members to table this 'uestion for the time. 

o. Aqueduct pathway srstem - Commissioner's report of status. Commissioner 
Penney provided each member with a report of the proposed Aqueduct/Loop 
Pathways which could link the scattered open spaces within the city. These 
pathways have been suggested as bike paths, as well as hiking or jogging paths, 
but there are several problems to be considered in this regard. 

The Commission felt it adviseable to take no action at this time. 

P. Bike Paths: Commissioner Penney reported that a committee was studying 
recojmended bike routes for the city. Mr. Fitzpatrick suggested that 
during some low-peak travel hours - such as Sunday morning, the possibility 
of using Commonwealth Ave. as an exclusive bicycle route, had some definite 
rr.erit. 

Q. New Business: Requests from Mr. LeConti, President of rlest Little League for 
a concentrated renovation of the West Little League Fields by the Recreation 
Department. As Commissioner Penney explained to the Commission members, there 
are approximately 70 fields in the City to rw~tain with a minimumR creation 
crew. This particUlar time of year School, foftball, baseball, soccer, plus 
5' Little Leagues are all requestirog attention. The practice of the Recreation 
Department has been to divide equally, the maintenance throughout the City. 
It, as~· LeConti requests, special attention is given just to West Little 
League, inevitably, something else must be neglected. 

At Mr. LeConti' s request, Mr. Penney will make an appointment to talk with 
him+ concerning the West Little League problems. Commissioner Penney request
ed that Chairman Burke

1
and possibly other interested Commission member~ plan 

to attend this meeting if possible, to see if something can be worked out 
aereeable to Mr. LeConti. 

Meeting adjourned at ll:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 
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Minutes of Recreation Commission Meeting 

April 23, 1973 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman, 
Dr. Burton D. Levine, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Messers. G. Nicholas 
Dawson, Francis Rice, Howard Ferguson, Frank Fitzpatrick and Marjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Burke at 8:45 p.m. 

A. Minutes of March meeting accepted as circulated. 

B. Election of Commission Chairman and Vice-Chail"IIIWl: Postponed until later in evening 
in order for late arrivals to participate. 

c. Month1y report of program activities and maintenance provided to Commission cby 
Commissioner Penney. 

Do Old Business: 

1. Budget figures approved by Aldermen - Commissioner Penney reported that 
basic budget remained substantially as presented due to the fact that he 
had, as requested by Mayor, cut every item to the bare minimum. Even so, 
the Aldermen had made some cuts. 

2. Community school Meeting: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Burke, and Mr. 

• 

Ferguson attended the April 12th meeting of the Education Committee of the 
Board of Aldermen, at which time a proposal by Rev. Jerry Stinson and 
Florence Rubin of the Community Relations Commission, for a separate Commission 
to administer the Community Schools was presented. 

Commissioner Penney presented an alternative proposal suggesting that rather 
than a separate Commission, this program be administered jointly by school 
and City. (In this case- Recreation Department). 

The Recreation Department now provides several recreation programs in schools, 
many in conjunction with Community Schools programs now in existence. l'.r. 
Penney felt that close cooperation between school and recreation could best 
be achieved in this way, He is concerned that if Community Schools become 
a separate entity, Recreation programs dependant upon the use of school 
facilities will be pre-empted by their programs. 

Chairman of Education Committee of BOA, Mr. Egelson, may shortly propose 
legislation for this Commission • 

3. Report on meeting with Mr. LeConti, President of West Little League: Mr. Le 
Conti and Mr. Whalen came to the Recreation Commission meeting to report 
that most work he had requested had been completed. Exception to this was 
security light at Lyons. Mr. Penney reported that recreation has completed 
thc'ir function, but must wait for Boston Edison action. Mr-. Penney will check 
with them to see how near completion the process is. 

Mr. LeConti also mentioned that sub-soil ~~d been brought in around the 2nd 
and 3rd base lines, but had not been rake'fven with the grass as yet. (This 
will be finished shortly). 

Mr. Penney also reported to Mr. LeConti that the backstop extension bids 
had been opened last week and Purchasing would be completing contracts,etc. 
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shortly. He will check directly with Purchasing Agent. 

Mr. teConti reported two additional problems. On is the increased delib
erate breakage of glass on Little League Fields, ver,r dangerous to 
players. Recreation Department cleans these constantly, but it is re
peated time and time again. He also mentioned that golfing practice, par
ticularly at the Burr Shcool field, is hazardous and requested sign 
staying that Golf is prohibited. Also, that signs stating that school 
grounds are for play for elementary schools only. Mr. PeDDey assured him 
that these signs would again be installed. 

Mr. Burke pointed out to Hr. LeConti that these problems are basically ones 
o! Police enforcement and suggested toMr. LeConti that he speak directly 
with either Chief Quinn or Capt. Donahue of the Police Department, explain 
and enl:1.sh their aid in eliminsting these problems. 

B* Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Recreation ~ommission (delayed 
earlier this evening). 

Chairman Burke turned the meeting over to Commissioner Penney during the 
election. Mr. Penney abstained from voting. He then called upon the 
members !or nominations. 

1. .1-Ir. Fitzpatrick nominated Mr. Paul Burke for Chairman. Seconded by Dr. 
Levine. No other nominations were made. Nominations were closed at this 
time and the Secretary was instructed to csst one vote for .1-Ir •. Burke. It 
was so voted. 

2. Mr. Francis Rice nominated Dr. Burton D. Levine as Vice-Chairman. Seconded 
by l-1r. Dawson. Since no additional nominations were forthcoming, nom
inations were closed. The Secretary was instructed to cast one vote for 
Dr. Levine. It was so voted. 

Re-elected Chairman and Vice-Chairman were congratulated by members and 
meeting was then returned to Chairman Burke for the evening. 

4. Bike Rotir;es: Comrid.ssioner Penney briefly described the proposed bike routes 
in the Northern and Southern sections of the City, which were developed by 
a committee of which he is chairman. The City· Planning Department is now 
working on the graphics of this plan and has contacted the Law Department for 
instructions on 'What legal steps are required. The proposal will shortly 
be presented to ¥~yor Mann for his approval. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick, who is most interested in this bike plan, again pointed out 
the possibili~y of using at least one portion of Commonwealth Avenue as a 
special route on Sunday mornings when traffic is normally reduced. He noted 
that there is approximately five (5) miles of possible riding space in this 
area, the biggest problem being cross streets, which have heavy- usage such 
as Washington, Chestnut, Walnut, and Auburn. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick requested that Commissioner Penney contact him before the 
next Commission meeting in order for him to present these ideas to them. 
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5. Request for additional time under lights at Albemarle Playground by J.!en1 s 
Softball League. The men of the Softball League are concerned that since the 
Women's Softball League will be playing early games at Albemarle this year, 
thus lllllking a slightly later starting time .for them, that at some times 
games may run slightly longer. I.r the light time could be extended, it 
would be most help.ful, they .feel. Mr. Burke had polled some of the neighbors in 
the vicinity and .found no objections. Mr. Ferguson moved that the lighting 
time be extended from 10:30 to 10:45 p.m., and it was so voted, 

6, Re-submission of consideration of re uest .for .fund raising carnival: while 

rt . 
lJ~/ 
/ 

e original request .for a carnival in Newton had been withdrawn, as they locate~ 
another site in Framingham, a.fter losing that site, they re-submitted their 
request through Alderman McDonnell. He was notified by letter that the 
Commission had voted previously not in .favor or this activity and was advised 
that there was little likelihood of their changing vote, However, Dr, 
Robinson of the Mass. Residential Programs, Inc. (McLean Hospital), notified 
the Commission through Alderman McDonnell that he would like to come to the 
meeting and explain their position - which he did. 

They have again .found a site for this carnival in Framingham, but in order to 
earn money for their continuing program, it uill be necessary .for them to run 
another money making carnival this .fall for about four (4) days the last week 
of Septmeber. They plan to do this twice a trear from now on. They hope that 
the Commission will make an exception .for this group, In response to questioning 
Dr. Robinson noted that they had been refused permission to hold carnivals 
on playgrounds in Wellesley, Wal.:tham, Watertown, etc. 

Mr. Ferguson moved to delay consideration for this carnival until the May 
meeting, and it was so voted. 

E, New Business: 

1. Representatives from Burr PTA came to Commission meeting to present a 
request .for equipment for the Burr School playground, The presentation 
was made by Mrs. Goodale and Mr. Sullivan, Copies of the proposal were 
presented to all Commission members, 

Mrs. Goodale described the various types and locations of equiptment requested 
in the proposal and explained the arrangement according to play areas and 
in relation to the parking area that is used by teachers, 

Commissioner Penney informed them of the monies available in the current 
budget and what would have to be requested in subsequent years, They 
left at 8:30 p.m. 

2. Additional items discussed: 

a. Commissioner Penney was instructed to request Newton Youth Hockey 
President, Bob 11acLaughlin to come to the May Commission meeting to 
inform Commission on .finances and operations of the program, 

b, Commissioner Penney was requested to invite, by letter, both youth 
football representatives, Fred Dalicandro and Nick Pasquarosa, to come 
to May meeting. 'Mr. Fitzpatrick expressed the opinion that the boys 
in these programs are too young· to·. beworked so long and so hard 
( ·.. •t ,. 
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on such a late season schedule. 

c. Newton High School - physical education f'acilities. Some members 
or the Commission have availed themselves of' the opportunity to 
inspect this area at the invitation of' Mr. Reggie Smith. Again 
Hr. Ferguson suggests that it would be advantageous !or the whole 
Commission to tour the new f'acility when times are available. 

d. Mrs. West questioned what disposition, if any, had been made of' the 
Evaluation Report requested by Mayor Mann last fall, or the Recreation 
Department. The Mayor has not made any recommendations to implement 
any or the suggestions made in the report, as yet. 

e. Meeting went into Executive session at this time and Secretary left. 

Respectfully submitted 

l1arjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Present: 

Minutes 

Newton Recreational Commission Meeting 

May 21, 197.3 

Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman Dr. 
Durton D. Levine, Mrs. Worthing L. vlest, Hesser. Frank Fitzpatrick, 
Francis Rice, Howard Ferguson and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Visitors present ~ Jerry Wise, Little League, Mike LeConte, Little 
League, Carl Hirschfield, Little League, Paul Malloy, :Oist. Adm of 
Little League; Rudy Capsasso, Pop-Warner football, Robert Procter, 
Jr. Pop-Warner football; Dick Glavsky, Newton Times newspaper; Robert 
Maclaughlin, Pres. Newton Youth Hockey Assoc. Jim Cokely, Treasurer NYH, 
Carl Centoli, Ken liagerstrom, Pual Buckley, Don Fox, Jerry Butterworth 
and Bernie Michaels -- all from NYH, Mrs. Campbell, observer from 
Newtonville - and others. 

}eeting called to order by Chairman Paul Burke at 8:00 p.m. 

A. Minutes of April Meeting accepted as circulated. 

B. Monthly reoort of program activities and maintenance report distributed to 
members. · 

c. Report of Public Relations meeting distributed to members. 

D. Mass. Residential Programs. Inc. - request for Newton playground site for 
benefit commerciAl carnival. Request was again discussed. Since the 
last meeting, Commissioner Penney had contacted, by letter, Chief of 
Police Quinn, for his opinion. His response was read to the Commission. 
He noted several factors against commercial type carnivals. 

Mr. Ferguson moved that the request of this organization for a permit 
to 118e recreation land for a commercial carnival, be denied. It was 
seconded and so voted by those present (Dr. Levine was not present at 
this time.) 

E. Pop-Warner Football: A f. Mr. Fitzpatrick's request, representatives of 
this group were invited'.to attend the Commission meeting. He felt that since 
many boys take part in many sports during the year, that an overlapping 
of time schedules exist and that many of these cause a hardship for the 
boys involved. He also feels that Pop-Warner football runs too late in 
the season and during really cold weather causing a physical hardship. 

Chairman Burke pointed cut that since these football groups are private 
organizations, Recreation has little.: or no control on them beyond the 
maintenance of fields provided by Recreation, for their games. 

Representatives from the two Pop-Warner organizations affirmed their will
ingness to cooperate with Recreation or other sport organizations in overlapping 
schedules. They felt that their seasons were not unduly long and caused no 
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hardships on the boys. They also indicated their willingness to cooperate 
in making fields available as soon as possible for year-end maintenance, 
resodding, reseeding, airiating, etc. Mr. Penney noted that maintenance has 
to take place early in November before frost. 

Pop Warner noted that they have a ten game schedule this season and would 
play their final season's games November 17th with an additional All..Star 
game vs. a team from Philadelphia, to be played on a Sunday after 
Thanksgiving. (They would plan to start their season after the baseball 
season ends in August.) 

~. Ferguson move to have all fields released for maintenance and the 
Recreation Department notified as soon as possible. It was so voted. 

Newton Youth Hockey Association- Robert }~claughlin, Pres. At the 
request of Commissioner Penney, the Newton Youth Hockey association represent
atives came to the meeting to provide a financial report of their activ-
ities during this past year. A written report was provided to each 
member. 
This report did not show the ice-time provided by the Recreation Dept. 
as this is handled through regular Newton City requisition and purchase 
order to the MDC rinks. 

Commissioner Penney pointed out to the Commission that he had been re
luctant to spend appropriated funds for higher priced ice when time at 
MDC rinks had been available and not taken by Newton Youth Hockey. Play
ground groups had been scheduled into these hours. 

Mr. McLaughlin from NYH felt that while MDC ice time was available, it 
was not what he called ttgood ice timettdue to the fact that it came at 
odd hours - even as early as 5:00 a.m. 

NIH would like to use Fessenden School rink but under existing conditions, 
can not use it without permissive use by the Board of Aldermen, according 
to an opinion given by the City Solicitor. 

Ccv.-w ,}-,;_, 
Chairman Burke says that he has gone to the City Clerk and filed for a 
docket item to be included - requestin~ ~ change of this use. Hopefully , ih _ 
this will be acted upon by September. [If"{ ~~uw(( a-<--'i-WVI~,.__ v.-1~ -q/f"~'"( ·~ 

C{ 0<-" .,_f ~~~ .. ) 
Additional comments about }IDC ice time from various coaches was tha~. ' 
~IDCopens late, closes early - and that ice is only available at bad 
times. They would hope for the use of enclosed rinks with more dependable 
weather conditions. However, one coach, ¥~. Buckley said that the 
!1DC rinks are imPortant. He feels that they are good ice and are 
put to good use. 

(fuestions of available scholarships was opened by Mr. Fitzpatrick. According 
to Mr. MacLaughlin, no boy was ever turned down for lack of funds if 
they really wanted to play hockey. 

¥~. Burke feels that not enough information is available as to scholarships 
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and mentioned that he knows of one person willing to provide considerable 
funds for this purpose. He will give this information directly to Hr. 
MacLaughlin. 

Mr. Burke pointed· to a lack of communication between Youth Hockey and the 
Recreation Commission. 

Chairman Burke suggested to Mr. MacLaughlin that he bring in a proposal from 
the Youth Hockey-Association, spelling out exactly their ice require-
ments for the coming season and a tentative schedule. 

Commissioner Penney informed them that there is $3,925. still available 
in 18 mos. budget which could be allocated to hockey ice time. He 
advocated reserving $425. for playground hockey groups. 

Mr. Ferguson moved that $3,500. be allocated to the Newton Youth Hockey 
program and the disposition as to location is to be mutally agreeable between 
the president of the Newton Youth Hockey association and Commissioner 
Penney of Recreation. 

At this point Mr. Fitzpatrick interrupted the discussion to move that the 
previous motion be tabled until the next meeting for a new point of bus
iness. This motion was not allowed on a 4 to 3 vote. Mr. Penney requested 
to amend the motion, to add "subject to review of Commission". It was so 
voted. 

At this time, it was now moved by Mr. Fitzpatrick, that the Recreation Com
mission look into the possibility of subsidizing the cost of officials 
for youth baseball, football, and hockey programs. It was seconded and 
so moved. It was also suggested that all leagues submit this cost of 
officials. 

Paul Malloy of Little League volunteered to look into how Waltham and 
Cambridge, in particular, are able to get support from the city to finance 
programs since subsidizing Little League cost was once ruled illegal 
by a Newton City Solicitor. 

H. Mr. Wise of South Little League requested that he be heard at this time. 
Be felt that South Little League was seriously neglected and should have 
maintenance of its fields on a regular basis. 

I. 

Mr. Burke explained to him that while Recreation tries to maintain all 
sports fields equally, both funds and personnel are limited. Added to 
this, is the problem of inclement weather. 

Commissioner Penney told him thatRecreation will make a special effort to 
improve those fields on the South Side of the City as soon as possible 
but that schools are making very heavy demands for marking and 
maintenance during their peak sports season. 

Mr. Burke suggested that he appoint a sub-committee of three Recreation 
Commission members - plus Paul J.!olloy and representatives of these var
ioussports groups to study problems of funding, scheduling, etc. and to 
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report back to the Commission. This is agreeable to all present. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick was appointed chairman of this committee with Mr. Ferguson 
and Dr. Levine as members of the committee. At their convenience, they 
will prepare a report to the Commission. 

J. Dick Glovsky of the Newton Times had recently editorialized in that paper, 
criticizing the increased cost of reserved court, tennis permits for 
llewton. His: feeling was that the cost deprived some people from 
playing tennis. 

Dr. Levine answered that the Commission had carefully considered the 
increase. Commissioner Penney explained' to him that the tennis 
permits for the clay courts at Newton Centre and Burr Park, plus the 
night-lighted courts at Newton South High allowed people to reserve 
these courts on a thrice weekly basis - with an attendant on duty in these 
areas. 'fhese courts at Newton Centre and Burr are maintained on a daily 
basis also. Tennis players have requested this extra service in the 
past, and they indicated a willingness to pay a special fee for special 
service. 

There are a total of 59 courts within the city for public use and~ 
15 of these require a permit fee. 

Dr. Levine also noted the difficulty of changing the fee at this stage, 
since money had been collected and turned in to the City Treasury. 

~~. Glovsky felt that he now understood more about the tennis situation 
but that it did not necessarily change his opinion, and still main
tained a critical attitude regarding the cost - or any cost - of a tennis 
permit. 

Meeting adjourned at ll:lO p.m. 

Respectfully submitted 

l1arjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Minutes 

Newton Recreation Commission Meeting 

June 18, 1973 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-chairman, 
Dr. Burton D. Levine, Mrs. Worthing L. West, Mr. Howard Ferguson, 
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Visitors: Fred Dalicandro and Rudy Capasso, representing Newton Pop-Warner 
football; Bob YJB.cLaughlin, Ken llagerstrom, Jim Cokely, Dan Antonellis, 
Paul Buckley and Bernie Michaels, representing Newton Youth Hockey Assoc; 
Mike Le Conti, Nancy Donahue and Gail Comiskey, representing Little 
League, Jim Kennedy of the Auburndale Neighborhood Assoc; Mr. James 
Murphy, Henry Barry and Arthur ~~Key, representing Recreation 
swimming personnel and Elizabeth Phillips reporting for the Newton 
Times newspaper. 

Meeting called to order by chairman at 8:25 P.M. 

A. Minutes of the 11ay meeting accepted with correction of item F, paragraph 6, 
fin8l sentence to include the fact that Er. Burke, Chairman, requested 
and received a unanimous vote approving this docket item. 

B. Monthly report of activities provided to all Commission members. 

c. Julia O'Brien, Y~tropolitan District Commission Planner,invited to come 
to this Commission meeting to describe potential plans for recreation area 
at Riverside. Unfortunately unable to attend, but sent word via Hr. Burke 
that funding of a million and one-half dollars was contemplated for 
development of this area. This complex will serve not only Newton, but 
vleston and Wellesley as well. 

D. 

Basic plans discussed at a meeting of 11DC which Yu-. Penney attended about 
a year ago, considered the possibility of an ice-skating facility, a 
canoe area,a Little League field, tennis courts, some type of shelter and 
toilet facilities. 

Since an architect has not been selected as yet by MDC, they are open to 
suggestions and it was suggested that interested citizens make their ideas 
known to l!rs. Julia 0 1Brien at MDC, 20 Somerset Street in Boston. 

Newton Pop-Warner plans for installation of night lights: After considerable 
discussion, it was determined that the Pop-Warner League's plans to install 
a night lighting system at no cost to the City, were still not definite. 
As a result, it was decided that the Recreation Department Contract, carried 
over from last fall, to install two 35-foot poles with night lights, should 
proceed. Pop-'rlarner will continue with their plans and the understanding 
that the plans must be approved by the City Electrical Inspector and the 
gift of the lights installation, accepted by the J.layor and the Board of 
Aldermen. 
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l1r. Penney noted that since an installation would mean future repair and 
electrical power costs to the City, an estimate of use by Pop-Warner 
would be necessary so the City officials would realize the projected costs 
when considering accepting this installation. 

E. Newton Youth Hockey: Interest in a closed skating rink was indicated by 
Youth Hockey representatives since ice-time is scarce and costly and the 
season severely limited. Interest in the proposed }IDC recreation facility, 
which will probably encompass a skating rink, was expressed. 

F. 

G. 

Mr. Jim Kennedy, an authoritive }IDe Volunteer, remarked that the I'DC responds 
to "people" and it was llewton's responsibility to make HDC aware of what 
the 90,000 Newton people really wanted. 

Newton Youth Hockey advocates an enclosed building which could be used 
year 'round. 

Mr. Ferguson moved that the Recreation Co~~ssion recommend to }IDC that 
money available for liiverside, be used for an enclosed skating rink and 
that Recreation Commissioner inform Weston, Wellesley, and Needham Commis
sioners of this vote and urge them to go on record siw~larly to MDC 1 s 
Julia 0 1Brien to present a united front. 

Note: }~. Kennedy also suggested that active coordination should take 
place between Newton Recreation Department and the Metropolitan District 
Commission. 

Communication to Board of Aldermen: According to Hr. Burke, it msy be that 
Recreation is providing too much information to the Board of Aldermen and 
he suggests a questionaire be sent to them asking them what they want-
based on these followin~ questions: 

1. Do you wish news releases? 
2. Do you wish minutes of Recreation meetings? 
). What type of information is desired? 
4. Is what you are receiving satisfactory? 
5. Do you wish to receive just motions and agendas? 
6. What other pertinent information do you wish? 

Hr. Burke stated he woul:l. meet separately with l'.r. Penney to draw up this 
questionaire. 

Sub-committee re ort on Youth Lea ues and De artment costs for su ort 
of sport leagues: • itzpatrick re;1orted on a meeting of this sub-
committee with Little League, Pop-Warner, Newton Athletic Assoc. Newton 
Youth Hockey representatives and }~. Jim Murphy of the Hewton Recreation 
Department. 

l''unds of approximately $15,000. would cover officials for Youth sport leagues. 

Recreation Department presently pays for the officials of the 24 men's 
softball teams in the Newton League, plus officials for the Women's two 
softball leagues -- who also pay an entrance fee to cover balance due. 

Question arose as to whether Recreation was funding adult leagues and 
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neglecting youth. Chairman Burke expressed the opinion we should consider 
increased funding for youth leagues but not withdraw support for adult 
and youth sports leagues we are already funding. 

Again the question arose as to whether the City can legally fund a franchised 
team. In a past incident, the legal department apparently ruled against 
this. It was decided that the Commissioner should get an opinion on this 
from the current solicitor. Mr. Fitzpatrick will follow through. 

On Mr. Fitzpatrick's motion, the Gommission voted a general concensus in 
favor of helping these sports leagues to fund officials and that the sub
committee should continue to gather pertinent information. 

Consideration of staffing and handling of funds at swimming areas: James E. 
Hurphy, Senior Hecreation Supervisor, described system of handling funds 
obtained from the sale of swim passes at the two·: areas which was put into 
effect approximately 8 years ago at the request of the City Treasurer. 
It is instituted at the beginning of each season. He emphasized the fact 
that is is necessary to have confidence in employees and that these employees 
are hired fron the Massachusetts Civil Service list, in most cases. Each 
year funds taken in show an increase; last year's total was $19,000which 
certainly indicates a large degree of adequacy. 

Alternative to present system would be a turnstyle operation. In this 
case either coins or special tokens could be used -- eliminatin~ some 
handling of monies. This could be considered in the future. 

Question of staff at the swimming areas was also reviewed. Goal is to have 
staff at both swimming areas maintained at the most economical level which 
safely protects swimmers in regular or emergency situations. Occasionally 
it appears to the public that areas are overstaffed during cool days. However 
managers strongly feel that any cut of staff would create a hazardous condition 
for swinnners. 

Recreation Vepartment has been fortunate for years, in preventing any serious 
accidents during regular swinnning periods -- due to diligence of a capable 
staff. 

John rlalsh, Sr., Assistant manager at the pool, spoke in this capacity nnd also 
as a taxpayer in the city and private citizen, suggesting that an additional 
guard be employed as a safeguard. 

I. Ileeting adjourned at ll:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

V~jorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

~ 1. 
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NEi,ITON RECREATION CONHISSION 
Special Meeting 

Hinutes 

I 
'1 1 

Special meeting held to continue consideration of the conmunication fron the City Planning 
Conmittee of the Board of Aldermen - relative to the Capital Improvement program, at the 
Recreation Department offices at 70 Crescent Street in Auburndale, on August 13, 1973. 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman Dr. Burton D. 
Levine, Messers. Francis Rice, Frank Fitzpatrick and Howard Ferguson. (Secretary 
was not present at suggestion of the Commissioner, who took the notes). 

J.leeting convened at 7:50 P.M. under the Chairmanship of Dr. Levine (Chairman Burke 
came in a few minutes late after presenting awards for baseball league champion
ships at a playground). 

A. Mr. Ferguson noted that the minutes of the Special meeting of August 6th, 1973 as dis
tributed, failed to include two motions made related to the Capital Improvement pro
gram. Mr. Penney will have the secretary make the necessary addition to the minutes 
before the nP~t meeting. 

A letter from Miriam Erlich, president of the League of Women Voters of Newton was pre
sented to Commission members (copy attached) 

Commissioner Penney read an analysis he had prepared for the recommendations of the 
1969 Recrea~ion/Open Space Plan. (copy attached). He also presented a priority prog
ram for the $1,000,000. guideline requested by the Aldermanic City Planning Committee 
(attached). There were some comments and discussion of the Commissioner's report as it 
was being read, but no vote was taken in regard to it - or to any individual item con
tained in it. 

(Paul Burke noted in a related aside, that some playgrounds in close proximity, seem to 
lack the attendance of former years, and that the department might consider consoli
dation). 

There was a discussion at this point regarding the relative need for more open space, 
vis-a-vis, the need to improve and modernize existing facilities. 

Paul Burke moved and Francis Rice seconded the following motion: to limit the purchase 
of additional land to Allison Playground and concentrate the remainder of the proposed 
$1,000,000. for improvement of existing facilities. Motion carred 5 to 1 (Penney 
opposed). 

By discussion, the Commission established the following priority projects which they 
recommended, to conpose the $200,000. allocation for year #1 of the 5 year $1,000,000. 
proposal: 

1. 
2. 
3· 

4. 

5. 

Lighting for Albemarle Playground football and baseball field 
Lighting for the 4 Hull St. tennis courts at NNHS 
Lighting for 2 tennis courts and 1 basketball courts at Lyons 
Playfield (Auburndale Park - West Pine Street end) 
Purchase of additional land at Allison Playfield (estimated to 
be more costly thanshown in 1973-1978 C.I.P.) 
Repair of the surface & lighting of 6 additional courts at 
NSHS. 

$75,000.00 
2o,ooo.co 

15,000.00 

4o,ooo.co 

5o,ooo.co 

The Commission determined to leave the remaining 4 years ($200,000. each), of the pro
gram to the judgement of Commissioner Penney, with the understanding that they are to 
be based upon the current 1973-1978 C.I.P, Any unmarked funds available to reach the 
$1,000.000. guideline suggested by the City Planning Committee was left to Commissioner 
Penney to allocate. 
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Meeting adj oumed at approximately 11 :00 P ,}!, 

jfd 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Penney 
Recreation Commissioner 
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League of Women Voters of Newton 
72 Columbus Street 

Newton Highlands, Mass. 02161 

Recreation Commission 
70 Crescent Street 
Auburndale, Mass. 02166 

Gentlemen: 

COPY 

August 13, 1973 

In 1971 - 1972, the League of Women Voters of Newton studied various proposals 
Which would provide for the overall open space and recreation needs of Newton. 
At that time, we agreed on certain goals, most of Which could be attained by 
implementing the 1969 Ooen Space and Recreation Plan of the City's Planning 
Department. 

We urge you to use this 1969 plan-- an important part of which focuses on the 
acquisition of land to fulfill the present and future recreation goals of 
Newton -- as a basis for your recommendations to be included in the Capital 
Improvements and the annual operating budgets of the City. Most of the costs 
involved in acquiring land for this purpose could be recovered from federal 
and state agencies, and from floating bonds, Which is a general practice in 
cities and towns elsewhere in the Commonwealth. 

We respectfully remind the Commission that since some of the land recommended 
in the 1969 Plan for additions to recreational facilities is no longer avail
able, it is even more urgent that the remaining areas that are available be 
acquired as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Miriam Erlich, President 
League of Women Voters of Newton 

·J 1 
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Commissioner Penney's Analysis of Suggestions in the1969 Recreation/Open Space Report to 
the Recreation Commission 

August 13, 1973 

Page 14: Limit Lyons Playfield area to locally based activities. 
Presently has to be used byNHS teams. 

Page 17: Retain Murray Road as playground. 
Site of branch of NHS. Supervision not warranted during summer. 

Page 19, 20, 21: River Street and Pine Street dump. 
River Street has been put back into operation as playground. Pine Street dump should 
be designated for recreation land immediately. Development for soccer field and 
children's play area -- deferred beyond 5 years. 

Page 25: Acquire playground, Brookside Avenue and Albemarle Road. 
No open space left. Would require taking three two-family and one one-family house. 
No neighborhood demand evidenced. Not recommended. 

Page 25: Acquire playground, North and Pratt Streets. 
Not sufficient open land available without taking a house. No neighborhood demand 
evidenced. Not recommended. 

Page 29: Acquire land for playground, Turner Terrace. 
Should oroceed just as soon as possible on basis of comprehensive plan for vicinity, 
taking into account needs of City yard, improvement of housing, as well as creation 
of playground. 

Page 31: Relocate high school sports from Hawthorn. 
Agree whenever alternative is available. 

Page 34: Diversion of Victory Field and improve Stearns. 
Agree and both have been substantially accomplished. 

Page 351 Acquire contiguous open land, Allison. 
Recommend -- immediate priority. 

Page 371 Purchase playground, Charlesbank area. 
Recommend should proceed as soon as possible on basis of comprehensive plan of 
vicinity. 

Page 41: Acquire and develop Hunnewell playground. 
Acquisition has been accomplished. Development should include game courts and playing 
fields, also playground apparatus. Within 5 years. Defer toilet building and main
tenance vehicle entrance. 

Page 43: Doul:il e size of Burr Park and develop as school playfield. 
Cost of acquisition of homes not justified, and elimination of playground building and 
children's play area not recommended. 

Page 47: Take back six acres of MDC golf course (on City-owned land)and create playfield. 
Not recommended. No demand from neighborhood. 

Page 49: Acquire land, Studio Road and Aspen Avenue, Auburndale. 
Land owned by Lasall, new building has been built on it. Remainder used as nursery 
school. Not available. 
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Page 51: Acquire 1-acre playground from Turnpike Authority, Crescent St. Accomplished. 
Basic constitution funded, but entrance still being studied by Planning Department. 
Housing still being considered by Planning Committee. Recommend we give high priority 
to retention of all available space for playground. 

Page 58: Equip portion of acquaduct in Waban as children's playground. 
Low priority since land is being used now by neighborhood children and homes in vicinity 
have yards with adequate space for tot equipment. 

Page 59: Acquire half-acre of land from back yards of surrounding homes to expand Lincoln 
Playground. 
Low Priority. Land isthere, and should not be acquired unless specific use can be 
justified. 

Page 61: Equip Lincoln with playground apparatus. 
No evidence of neighborhood interest. Suggest Angier has greater priority in this. 

Page 62~ Acquire one acre of land on Stanton Avenue site for playground. 
Only if remainder of site is to be developed for housing. Otherwise not recommended. 

Page 64: Set aside one-half acre of NNHS site for playground. 
Not recommended. Claflin School parking lot has been eliminated and is available as a 
playground site. 

Page 67: One acre of Edmands Park be developed as playground. 
Not recommended. The area should be treated as a natural park. (Recommend Park 
Building similar to Auburndale. 

Page 70: Acquire land, Park Avenue. 
Not recommended. Would require taking two vacant lots and a single home. Retain Burr 
Park as playground facility. 

Pages 74, 75, 76, 77: Cold Spring acquisition and development as playground and playfield. 
Land has been acquired. Ball field being improved this year. Recommend development 
as Recreation Park with So% Federal funding. 

Page 78: Set aside area of Weeks Junior High for playground. 
Only if neighborhood demand is evidenced and school finds it compatible. 

Page 82: Development of Webster Playground. 
Reco~~end basic grading and seeding for soccer field with 5 years. Rest might come out 
of operating budgets. 

Page 88: Circuit Avenue land. 
City owned land available approximately 180 1 x 100 1 • Danger to children from traffic 
on Elliot Street, into city garage and Building Department, and Boston Edison trans
former plant and MBTA tracks makes its use as play area questionable from a safety 
point of view. Recommend designation as recreation area only if neighborhood demands 
it and safeguards for above problems can be established. 

Page 91: Develop City land at Goddard Street and acquire land at Williams St. for playground. 
Not recommended. Goddard Street should be Conservation land. Williams Street is close 
to Upper Falls playground. 

Page 94: Acquire land, Dudley Road. 
This is part of Kennard Estate being recommended for conservation purposes. Recommend 
conservation acquire with proviso that an acre or two be held for future playground 
if needed. 
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Page 98, 99: Acquire 2 acres for playground and 8 for playfield, LaGrange & Vine Street. 
Part of 40 acre tract, 30 acres of which may be developed for single homes. Ten acres 
part of flood plain. Recommend City acquire these 10 acres for recreation when other 
30 acres are developed. 

Page 101: Acquire 1 acre WBOS land, Saw Mill Brook Parkway. 
Recommend acquisition be deferred. 

Page 102: Develop Infirmary land for 
Reco~~end deferment until future. 
building for use as park building 
Park deferred. 

playfield. 
(Would recommend sufficient improvement in existing 

for mini-bike program). Development as Recreation 

Page 106: Acquisition of Albemarle Golf Course. 
Recommend some agreement with Fessenden School to assure its continuance as open space 
and golf course. 
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Land Acquisitions from 1967 Recreation/Open Space Plan 
Costs from 1971 - 1976 C.I.P. 

Land Acquisition Recommended 

Dudley Road 
Turner Terrace 
Allison 

Land Acquisition Deferred 

Lincoln - Waban 
Saw Mill Brook 
Stanton Avenue 
LaGrange Street 

$4,000.00 
60,ooo.oo 
22,000.00 

$82,000.00 
7S,ooo.oo 
70,000.00 
40,000.00 

Land Acquisition Not Recommended 

Brookside Avenue 
North Street 
Burr Park 

$1So,ooo.oo 
77,000.CO (plus house) 

88o,ooo.oo 

Commissioner Penney's Priority List for $1,ooo,ooo.oo overS years. 

Take current 1973-1978 C.I.P. Plan for $800,000.00 
Deduct $70,000.00 for Hunnewell Developments 

1. Reserve $70,000.00 for land acquisition(~ reimbursement Federal BOR for 
Turner Terrace). 

2. Crystal Lake Bathhouse and beach development $100,000.00 (plus $100,000.00 
from Federal BOR funds). 

3· Edmunds Park Building, $100,000.00 

Possible Alternatives: 
Use the funds allocated for Joseph Lee (Highlands) Playground for the 
same type projects (building, baseball, football, tennis court 
lighting) at Cold Spring - plus other projects which could be added 

by matching funds from the Federal BOR Funds (playing fields, tennis 
courts, park road). 



- - -REVISED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROORAMS 
Based on $200,000.00 per year for 5 years- $1,000,000.00 guidelines set by the City Planning Committee as deter~ined by review 
of the Recreation Commission at Special Meeting held August 13, 1973, and Commissioner John Penney working under guidelines 
determined at that meeting. 

Project 
~'•"-'""- V..LVU "'- ~'-''-"""'-'..Lt" U..LV~· ... ..,"""" .... 

Allison (see 1973-78CIP) 90,000 

Burr Park (see 1973-78 CIP) 25_,000 

Brewer (N.C.) ( 11 II II ) 25,000 

Meadowbrook (see 1973-78 CIP) so.ooo 

Jos. Lee (Hlds. Chgd, to Cold Spring) 

*Cold Spring (Jose.Lee projects) 140 ,COO 

Albemarle (see 1973-78 CIP) 12S 000 

Edmands Park (Building) 100,0CO 

Auburndale (Court Lighting) 1S ,000 

North High (Court Lighting) 20,000 

South High (Court Lighting & Rep) So COO 

*Crystal Lake (B.H. & Beach Imp) 100,000 

Burr School (see 1973-78 CIP) 2S,oco 

Franklin Sch. (see 197~-78 CIP} 1S,ooo 

Hunnewell Hill (see 1973-78 CIP} 89~00 

Baseball Field Recondition ( II } 40,000 

Hard Surface BB Courts ( II ) 24,COO 

Cit;z:-Wide Pla;z: Aeparatus ( II ) 30,000 
Outdoor Tennis & HB Walls _t 11} 12_,000 

Lirbted S.B. Field ( II ) 25,000 
*Plus matching amounts from 
Federal BOR Funds TOTAL 1,000,000 

... ..... ....... , . ~ ............. 1!- .............. 

4o,ooo 25,000 

22.,_000 

25,000 

140~000* 

7S.ooo So ooo 

1S ,000 

20,000 

so 000 

25,000 

1S~ooo 

10.!_000 10_,000 

8,ooo 8,000 

10,000 10,000 

4,000 4 000 
2S,ooo 

200,000 197,000 197 ,ooo 

..._....., .... .., I~ 

25,000 

100,000 

4S,OOO 

10,000 

8,000 

10_,_000 

4,000 

202_,002_ 

.... .... ~... , ,/ 

so,ooo 

100,000 

44,000 

10 ,.QOO 

-

2o4.ooo_ 

1> 
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NEWTON RECREATION C()}UUSS!al 

Minutes of Special Meeting 
August 6, 197:3 

Commissioner Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman, Dr. Burton D. Levine. 
Messers. Francis Rice, Frank Fitzpatrick, G. Nicholas Dawson, Howard Ferguson, 
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. Additionally, 30 guests were present. 

Meeting convened at 8:55 P.M. 

A. Since the majority of of guests present were interested in the pool/recreation facility 
at the new North Hi~h School, item #2 on the agenda for consideration for this was 
discussed first. 
Con~issioner Penney explained to the group that the Recreation Department had been 
authorized to handle the non-school scheduling for weekdays, (after 7 PM) weekends, 
and vacations, with appropriate supervision by Recreation Department. 
Chairman Burke requested comments on scheduling & programs from guests. They responded 
with a variety of suggestions. Most had been anticipated and incorporated into 
Commissioner Penney's tentative pool use schedule, previously presented to Con~ission 
mE>Jnbers. 
On consideration of the simulated outdoor area and gym, it was agreed that, at least 
for the time being, a structured program would not be offered thus allowing people to 
use these facilities without formal league and instructionprograms. 
Upon consideration of fees for the simulated outdoor recreation.area, Mr. Fitzpatrick 
motioned that no fee be charged for its use except for use of the tennis courts. The 
current tennis permit issued by the Recreation Department for the outdoor courts at 
$10.00 and $S.oo will be applicable for 12 months of the year. Seconded and voted S 
affirmative, 1 abstaining (Dr. Levine). Members stressed that this will not be a 
"tennis club use", but strictly on an individual basis for Newton residents. It was 
also decided to leave the use of Newton South High in the hands of the Newton Indoor 
Tennis Club. 
Pool fees discussion resulted in a motion by Mr. Rice to assess fees for a single 
swim as follows: Grammar & Junior High School students, 10¢, High School and College 
students, 25¢ per swim, and Adults at SO¢ a swim. The alternative is a season pass 
for all swimming facilities of the Recreation Department, incluing Crystal Lake and 
the Gath Pool at $5.00 for children and $10.00 for adults, or $1S.oo per family. It 
was seconded and voted as follows: 4 affirmative, 2 opposed (Mr. Ferguson and Mr. 
Burke). Commission members all agreed that no charge would be made to senior citizens 
or handicapped persons. 

B. Lighted "Youth Recreation Areas" resolution by Alderman Harrington,Docket Item #483. 73 
This item, referred to Recreation by the Chairman of Public Works Comm. Alderman 
Joseph M. McDonnell, refers to lighting municipal parking lots for the use by young 
people throughout the City. 
Opinions were solicited from those who work with the youth of the City, the "street 
workers" and Youth Centre coordinator. "Street workers" Bill Buckley and Marty Cohen 
from the Community Center both were very articulate and generally opposed to this 
suggestion. Among those points discussed were the differences between areas of the 
Cit.f, desire of the kids to be left alone, drinking, drugs, lack of toilet facilities, 

whether the kids would gather under lights, etc. Lee White, claiming origination of this 
item, spoke strongly in favor of it. However, as Mr. Burke pointed out, he seemed to 
be the only one in favor of it. 
In response to this item, Mr. Ferguson motioned that Recreation Commission does not 
favor Docket Item #483-73 "recommending the establishment of properly lighted "Youth 
Recreation Areas" in municipal parking lots", at this time, but that the Commission 
will continue to study and program other~ssibilities for satisfying the needs of 
youth in the evenings. Voted 4 affirmative, 1 opposed IFitzpatrick) 1 had left 
\Mr. Dawson). 
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(It was noted that the Chairman of both the Recreation and Youth Commissions had been 
invited to attend the Aldermanic Public Works Committee meeting on August 16th). 

c. Ca ital Irn rovernent o rams for the ears 197 to 1978, referred by Aldermanic City 

jfd 

lanning Cornrnttee, David Jackson, Chairw~n. In preparation for this meeting, Cacrmiss
ioner Penney provided in detail, 10 days ahead, reports, schedules, and Planning 
Department information pertinent to this program. 
Attending this meeting was Senior Planner, John Simmons, to give any information re
quired by the Recreation Commission. There was considerable preliminary discussion. 
Frank Fitzpatrick motioned that the Capital Improvement Program funds of $200,000.00 
per year be used to acquire Allison Park Land and the balance be implemented to improve 
present facilities to bring them to present day standards. Seconded by Dr. Levine. 
Voted 3 opposed, 2 in favor (Fitzpatrick and Ferguson). The motion was defeated. 
Next, Howard Ferguson motioned that the Capital Improvement program be accepted by the 
Recreation Commission, as presented by the Mayor. Seconded by Frank Fitzpatrick, the 
motion was voted 2 in favor (Ferguson and Penney), and 3 opposed. Therefore, this 
motion was also defeated. 
Due to the lateness of the hour at this point, the Chairman noted the stalemate and 
suggested that a concensus of Commission could be taken at another special meeting 
on Monday, August 13th at 7:45P.M., this single item only. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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September 17, 1973 

Minutes 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine 
Mrs. Worthing L. West, Messers. Francis Rice, Howard Ferguson, Frank Fitzpatrick 

and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Visitors: Representatives from the Youth Commission -including Marty Cohen and a boy and 
girl of the high school level; Horace Mann PTA representatives, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Borelli; Aldermanic candidate, Joan Saklad; reporter from Newton Times, Mrs. 
Phillips; representative of combined PTA 1 s (in place of Mrs. Webber), }Irs. June 
Hermanson and Recreation Supervisor, Fran Towle. 

Meeting convened at 8:00 P.M. 

1. Minutes of June meeting and the two special meetings held in August, were accepted as 
presented. 

2. Copies of monthly reports for June, July and August for Recreation activities were 
presented to members. 

3. Consideration of lighted municipal areas: Tnis item again considered at request of 
Alderman }!cDonnell, Chairman of Aldermanic Public Works Committee , to not restrict 
consideration only to parking lots. Representatives of the Youth Co~~ssion noted 
that the body has established a special committee to &.udy the proposal. 

Paul Burke, Chairman, again repeated that he especially wanted on "input" from the 
youth of the City regarding their needs and desires. 

The two high school youths present indicated their belief that youth did not want 
special lighted areas to meet - rather that they find their own places. Mrs. West 
strongly recommended more street lights for playgrounds. 

On Dr. Levine's motion, (Mr. Ferguson seconded), it was voted unanimously to table 
this item until the October Commission Meeting. It was suggested that Commissioner 
Penney write to the Youth Commission for their recommendation for this October meeting. 
It was also suggested that in the pre-publicity notices of the Recreation Commission 
meeting, any person in favor of lighted municipal, or recreation areas, be invited to 
attend the Commission meeting. 

All Commission members indicated a great interest in providing wanted programs for 
youth. 

4. Memorial School lighted recreation area being sought by group from Oak Hill Park, (via 
Dr. Levine, Vice-Chairman of the Recreation Commission). Emmons Levine (no relative), 
requested that some consideration be given to that area which he feels is in need of a 
lighted outdoor area. He stated that about the only lighted area is in front of the 
stores - where kids are not w anted, but some kind of after-dark recreation is desired. 
Winter allows them to use the Memorial School from 7 - 9, but he claims that the Cus
todian closes up regularly at 8:30. Commissioner Penney agreed to contact the super
visor of this area, Bob Doherty, for correction of the early closing and also said 
that the possibility of lighted basketball court for this area might be a budget con
sideration for the next budget. 

5. Representatives from Horace Mann PTA: Mr. & llrs. Robert Borelli of the PTA requested 
permission to construct an inovational play area similar to the one installed at Farlow 
Parlf, at the Horace Hann School. This would be installed by their own workers - and at 
the~r cost - but they understand it would be necessary to obtain this permission from 
both school and Recreation Comrr~ssion. 
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After a short discussion as to their plans, Dr. Levine moved to grant Horace Mann PTA 
and representatives, }~. Borelli, permission to construct an inovational tot lot play
ground on the edge of Horace Mann playground - and -with Dr. Levine's agreement, an 
amendment to the motion by ~. Fitzpatrick, that prior to final approval, a plan and 
diagram be submitted to the Recreation Commissioner for his okay. Voted unanimously 
in favor. 

eague officials. This opinion by Howard A. Levine, was made available 
to all Commission members. Hr. Fitzpatrick expressed great concern and would like to 
pursue this further since he feels that other municipulities are now presently funding 
leagues. 

Chairman Burke appointed him a committee of one to investigate the 12 to 14 adjacent 
towns and cities. 

1· Report of meeting of Recreation Commission with City Planning Committee of the Board of 
Aldermen on Capital Budget on September 10th: Commissioner Penney, ~s. West, Frank 
Fitzpatrick, G. Nicholas Dawson, Dr, Levine and Howard Ferguson, attended this meeting. 
Discussed were figures and priorities set by the Commission at the Special Recreation 
Commission meeting in August. All members felt that it was a 1Jroductive meeting and 
Commission felt program, as presented, was well received. 

City Planning Committee members indicated that they were prepared to support these 
priorities. The also indicated that Recreation be more aggressive in their requests 
and needs - to both the }!ayor and the Aldermanic Board. 

B. October 5th deadline for New,6 year, Capital Improvement Program: Since priorities have 
been set recently, Commissioher Penhey asked the Commission if they wished to add any 
other priorities - and - how closely they would like to work with him on the new report. 

c~~ission members felt that he was most familiar and best suited to work on this pro
gram. They expressed confidence in the $2oo,ooo.co basis as presented and only suggest
ed that he check with the Hayer to obtain his feelings and see if he would suggest in
creasing requests - or leave the recommendation as approved by the Commission in August. 

9· New North High School Facility: At Commissioner Penney's request, Hiss Fran Towle, Rec
reation Supervisor, who has been meeting with~. Ben Herritt of the School of Physical 
Education Department, came to the meeting to acquaint the Commission with plans for the 
fall and winter seasons. Hiss Towle enthusiastically described this new school 
facility as "fantastic". 

The facility will be available for Recreation Department scheduling week nights and 
weekend. Pool, simulated outdoor area (including 3 tennis courts) and an exhibition 
gym will be used, Hiss Towle has been working on various scheduling of programs for 
these areas. These were distributed to Recreation Commission members. She feels 
that this will be a wonderful opportunity for Recreation to advance department public 
relation by opening this fine new facility to the public, 

Since the various individual functions are separated by corridor and stairs - and quite 
confusing to newcomers - she suggested that Recreation set up a "main desk" in the 
outer lobby, to keep reservations and direct the public. She also suggested, at least 
to begin the season, that "tour guides" from Recreation be available to take people 
interested to the various areas which will be available - and describe programs, 
facility, etc. 
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Miss Towle also commented that is more money for programs became available, more pro
gramming could be done; but that based upon a limited budget, self-directed programs 
are the most economical. 

Conmission members were very interested and suggested that the Recreation Conmission 
plan to have a Recreation "Opening Ceremony" on, or prior to, the night the facilities 
open to the public. Invited to participate will be the Mayor, the Board of Aldermen, 
CoMmission members and families of all. Included in this evening program should be 
provision of personnel coverages, copies of programs which will be available and an 
invitation extended to the press for new release and pictures. 

additional funds Mayor's office would like recommendation from full Recreation 
Commission before they approve this request for additional funds). Copies of this 
proposal were mailed to all Commission members prior to this meeting and included: 
Dramatic and Cultural Arts; Leadership for gym at newNNHS & Post 440; Teenage co-ed 
gym program weekends; additional gym program for Community Schools; Assistant senior 
citizen handcraft leader. 

After a brief discussion, Mr. Ferguson moved (Y~. Rice seconded) that the proposal -
with the addition of $2,400.00 for Police coverage at the teenage gym program, be 
accepted. Total additional funds to be requested $22,400.00. Voted unanimously to 
approve. 

11. Report by Mr. Fitzpatrick on status of Bicycle Paths: Earlier this year, Mr. Fitz
patrick had proposed to the Traffic Commission that the "Carriage Road" side of Comm
onwealth Avenue would prove a suitable recreation bike route from Chestnut Hill to 
Auburndale. Proposal suggested that traffic be blocked off along this route for the 
safety of the bicylists from 7 A.M. Sunday morning until about 1 P.M. From what Mr. 
Fitzpatrick reported, cooperation between City departments such as Police and Traffic 
could be arranged. However, before this becomes a reality, the matter may have to be 
approved by the Traffic Committee of the Board of Aldermen. Additionally, arrange
ments would have to be made for delivery and pickup of road barriers - in this case, 
"horses" for traffic control during the time of the program. Mr. Fitzpatrick will 
make an effort to contact the Traffic Commission and see what progress has been made. 

12. Petition: Hade to School Committee, Design Review Committee, Board of Aldermen and 
Recreation Commission to request that they reconsider their decision to locate varsity 
sports at the new high school, due to the parking problems besetting them. (From 
Alderman Jackson) was considered. 

The Commission felt very strongly about thfs and Mr. Ferguson moved that the existing 
plans for intramural and varsity playing fields and other outdoor sports and athletic 
facilities, remain as drawn at the present time and that absolutely none of this land 
be taken up for additional parking. This was seconded by Mr. Fitzpatrick and unani
mously voted in favor - Chairman Burke requested that his vote be included. 

The Recreation Commission recommended that a letter be sent to Alderman Jackson, the 
eight School Committee members and the Design Review Committee, and Mayor, stating 
the position of the Recreation Commission. 

13. Public Relations: as brought again to the attention of the members of the Commission 
by Mr. Burke. 

Commissioner Penney has looked into the availability of suitable college courses of 
this t~~e within the area and reported that Boston University courses were full, 
Northeastern had one planned through their Recreation program and Bentley was beginning 
a course shortly on Effective Public Relations Techniques, (October 2nd). 
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Commissioner Penney suggested that Fran Towle take the one at Northeastern, since she 
is doing her graduate work there anyway - and that Jim Murphy take the Bentley College 
course - to be paid by the Recreation Department. With this information, Hr. Ferguson 
moved to send a Recreation person to theBentley College Course at Department cost. 
Seconded & voted unanimously. 

It was also suggested that Newton Recreation Department contact the Boston Park Depart
ment in order to find out how their department handled Public Relations since theirs 
seemed most effective. 

14, Hr. Fitzpatrick requested that each month in the material provided to each Colmlission 
member at the meeting, a progress report of current repairs, additions, changes and 
the general highlights of the month, be included for real "up to date" information. 

jfd 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 P.M. Next meeting October 15, 1973, 

Respectfully submitted, 

Yarjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



I 

I 

I 

NEIITC!I RECREATIC!I CCJ.111ISSION 

October 15, 1973 

Hinutes 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chainnan Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chainnan, Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Hrs. vlorthing L. vlest, Messers. Howard Ferguson, Frank Fitzpatrick, Francis Rice, 
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Visitors: Two young men, Daniel J. Penzer and John L. DeMeo (indicated interest in the 
bicycle path proposed, but for running or jogging in conjunction with bike use). 
Jane Hermansen, representing PTA Council, Dr. Allison Thompson, for the Newton 
Indoor Termis Club (Newton South High), Liz Phillips, reporter from the Newton 
Times, Carl Grant of Newton Highlands, with a petition; Newton Youth Hockey 
representatives, Robert ¥~cLaughlin, James Coakley and Ken Hagerstrom. 

Meeting convened at 7:55 P.M. 

1. }tinutes of September meeting were approved as reported. 

2. Copies of Corr~ssioner's report and monthly report were provided to each member. 

3. Bike Path: Since thetwo young men were already present, Chairman Burke suggested they 
comment at this time. Both interested in running, they S)ilggested that this sport be 
included in the proposed bike path use of the Commonwealth Avenue carriage road. They 
felt that bikes would be compatible with runners. Commissioner Penney noted that 
Traffic Commission meeting in October will be taking up this matter again and Mr. 
Fitzpatrick and he should attend. 

4. Reconsideration of lighted municipal areas - tabled at the last meting: Upon further 
consideration, Co~~ssioner Penney moved and it was unanimously voted that the Comm
ission is not in favor of the proposal for designating lighted Youth Recreation areas 
as referred to us by the Board of Aldermen. (483-73). However, the Recreation 
Cornc~ssion does favor the night lighting of various recreation facilities, such as 
tennis, basketball courts and ball fields on playgrounds around the City and is also 
in favor of more security type lighting on playgrounds and other public places. 

5. 

6. 

Newton South Hip,h School Tennis Club use (indoors): School Department would like Rec
reation Department to operate these courts the same as NNHS instead of the present 
operation by Newton Indoor Tennis Club& After considerable discussion and an exchange 
of ideas with Dr. H. Allison Thompson, who represented the Tennis Club, Mr. Ferguson 
moved that the Recreation Department operate the tennis courts at both high schools on 
the same basis - providing that it is possible for the Recreation Department to obtain 
additional budget funds for the operational cost for custodians and tennis attendant 
fees at the South High School. This would have to be done through the Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen. , 

It was also voted that the Newton Indoor Tennis Club should be allowed to continue un
til a decision on granting of the additional funds is settled. Permit for use will be 
from the School Department and would apply also to the Sunday morning club. Since it 
is not possible to predict how long it will take to get approval for funds, this club 
use could continue for several weeks. (Commissioner Penney was directed to so notify 
the School Department as soon as possible). 

Petition a~ainst additional lights at NeRton Highlands - copy of petition distributed 
to all Commission Members: Hr. Carl Grant of\vade Street in Newton Highlands, appeared 
before the Commission on behalf of himself and his neighbors near the Highlands Play
ground {Joseph E. Lee Playground). He strongly protested against the use of bull horns 
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during the weekends by the Pop Harner groups. He clai.."'!lS they cause serious armoyance 
to everyone in the neighborhood, and particularly the people who are ill in the area. 
On Dr. Levine's motion, it was moved to order the Pop Warner group to discontinue the 
use of P.A. Systems or bull horns at this field and (since Mr. Grant also complained 
about the additional lights installed, particularly a pole of spot lights, Which he 
clai..~s shine into the rear of his home), make a concerted effort to direct those 
lights so they will not shine into his home. (Note: these lights are turned off at 
8:00P.M., in any event). 

President Newton Youth Rocke , with a proposal for the use of funds 
of 3,~00.00 in the current Recreation budget for ice time at Charles River Skating 
Rink and Fessenden School Rink - and request $1o,ooo.oo, for budget of fiscal 1975 
budget: In addition to Mr. MacLaughlin, Jim Coakley, Treasurer, and Ken Hagerstrom, 
Secretary, came to the meeting. Ken Hagerstrom had prepared a full detailed, financial 
account of the budget for a year for Newton Youth Hockey, which he showed and also 
explained to the Commission ~embers. 

Mr. Rice moved that Recreation provide the $3,500.00 for the cost of ice time to the 
Newton Youth Hockey Association, at the Charles River and Fessenden School rinks. 
This was voted unanimously. (Re: $10,000.00 fiscal request, it was suggested that 
they come back during budget prep- additionally, Mr. Fitzpatrick suggested that 
Newton Youth Hockey should seriously consider providing additional scholarship funds, 
consider a trade-in program for outgrown, but still good equipment and make an effort 
to avoid overlap of program into other sports programs. 

,/ . 1 Matter of transfer of land to School De artment for DavLs School: copy of etter from 
S oo Committee forwarded previous to meeting, to Commission members: Commissioner 
Penney reviewed the request and explained that while the Board of Aldennen will have 
to make the actual transfer, the Recreation Commission would have to declaire this 
land not needed for Recreation. The Recreation Commission was reluctant to release 
any Recreation land, but in view of the necessity, Mr. Fitzpatrick moved - and it was 
so voted unanimously, that the Recreation Commission declares 15,16o square feet of 
land (as determined by the City Engineer), bn Eden Avenue playground, no longer needed 
for Recreation purposes; that said land to be transferred to School Department for the 
addition of the Davis School; that the School Department should bear the cost of re
locating the baseball diamond and the playground. 

(Commissioner Permey also called to the attention of the Commission that Ordinance 
No. 569 of June 4, 1973, generally proposed that Hayer, together with the request (). 
for release or transfer, present to the Board an inventory of municipal and publi~ 
held lands in the City with the proposal to replace the recreational park or con
servation land to be released). 

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 P.M., next regular meeting will be held November 19, 1973. 

jfd 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harjo:rle Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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November 13, 1973 

J.!inutes 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Hrs. Worthing L. West, Hessers. Francis Rice, Frank Fitzpatrick and l1arjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary 

Visitors: Joyce Young, Nancy Donahue, Hary LeConti, Hike LeConti, Frank vJhalen, all rep
resenting West Little League, Liz Phillips, reporter for Newton Times, Jane 
Hermanson, PTA representative and J.!arydea H. Campbell. 

1. lunutes of October meeting accepted as circulated. 

2. Reports of Recreation activities distributed to members. 

3. Commissioner's reports on: 

4. 

s. 

A. Halloween- 11 schools participated successfully. Commission members, }fuyor and 
Recreation personnel visited all areas. Commissioner Penney noted that 11 clean-up" 
reports indicated satisfaction. Commission members commented on fine parent par
ticipation in these schools who now choose to have parties. 

B •. Crescent Street Playground- Commissioner Penney and Chairman Burke and Hr. Rice 
attended a community meeting to discuss tentative plans for this playground - some 
already in progress. The basic area has been cleared and leveled. The Nyrtle 
Baptist Church has begun work on a basketball court within the church property -
but intention is to make it available to the community in conjunction with play
ground. Explored were 3 entrance possibilities; the tj-pe of equipment most approp 
riate for small children and primary grade children up to 12; and a srr~ll ball 
plaj~ng area were requested. 

c. Community School Commission - Recreation Commission members met with the Education 
Commission of the Board of Aldermen October 2Sth to work out the drafting of an 
ordinance for this new Commission. Agreement was reached to give priority to Rec
reation Department use of school gyms and sports facilities and playgrounds. 

D. Bicycle Path report delayed until later in evening. 

Request by Board of Aldermen for Recreation Commission to undertake a poll - ward by V 
ward - of recreation, civic and neighborhood clubs and organizations, soliciting comm- :J 
unity input -as to priorities for capital projects, equipment or general improvements! 
No action to be taken at this time. Commission might plan to have a regular citizens/ 
meeting in each ward before preparing next year's CIP. The Chairman instructed the 
secretary to hold this in a "suspense file" until 1974. / :3t-c~i"~~/' Ii:dc:,,,; 

1
_ \. 

I,J•t '-Ia ~,c.J 1'/7{ A<;'-.{rl~j 
Tennis Bang Board at Angier School - Commissioner Penney informed the Commission-~hat 
he had received a letter of protest on the noise made by the newly installed bang-board 
from a ¥~. Colton. He further investigated the possibility of alleviating this problem. 
The manufacturer informed him that fiberglass insulation applied to the back of the 
board - under the plywood, would cut the noise greatly. The department maintenance 
crew should install this material as soon as possible to hopefully alleviate the noise. 
It was also suggested that, as in the past, Recreation Department again post signs pro
hibiting use of these walls before 9:00 A.M. Commissioner Penney will respond to Mr. 
Colton by letter with this information. 
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6. Res onse from School De rtment re: Davis School transfer of land from Recreation De
partment, necessary to t e construction of the school addition and agreeing to assume 
the cost of relocating baseball diamond, was noted by Commission, also noted that land 
under School Department on the site was transferred to the Recreation Department to 
compensate. 

7. Mike LeConti, President of West Little League - came before Commission, having. written 
to the Hayor and Chairman of the Recreation Cor.rrnission, protesting the use of surplus 
funds outside of the West Little League area, (Engineers had estimated that cost of 
renovation of Franklin and Williams Little League fields would be $10,000.00. Final 
cost was under this total and with the May6r's approval, the balance was used by 
Commissioner Penney for emergency repairs within the Central Little League area), 

8. Indoor Tennis - High school tennis still not available - Commissioner Penney presented 
plan of use by public. 

9. Supplementary Budget Items - original request sent to Mayor earlier has now had to be 
increased because of cost of leadership at North High is higher than anticipated -
also the added cost of assuming leadership and custodians for tennis at Newton South 
High School. Dr. Levine moved that the Recreation Commission request a special approp
riation to allow the Recreation Department to take over the tennis program at NSHS - on 
a par with NNHS. Voted in favor. Additional funds also approved. Total request now 
is $32,100.00. 

10. ENERGY CRISIS MEETING AT MAYOR'S OFFICE TODAY- Cor.rrnissioner Penney attended this noon 
meeting to discuss with other department heads, etc., ways in which ~ecreation could 
cooperate in curtailment of fuel uses in it's various areas - indoors and out. Rec
reation will cooperate in loweri~g heat in office and indoor facilities, It will also 
consider possible elimination of marginal programs. Athletic programs such as basket
ball leagues, etc., will continue if the gyms remain open, at the lowest heat setting 
possible. Programs will be consolidated wherever possible. Generally, recreation 
programs, while benefiting the public in this crisis, will operate in all cases at a 
considerably lower temperature as long as lights are available. 

Mr. Burke suggested that whenever possible, various leagues, i.e., Pony, National and 
American Basketball could use a single large gym, divided into separate courts in 
order to save heat and light. This would be an example of consoliation, where a 
facility would be filled to capacity, 

Cornwissioner Penney said that he would assume from the general feelings of the Comm
ission that they intend to imply that Recreation should continue its indoor programs 
as much as possible, and should continue to seek funds for the use of IDlHS and new 
youth, gym and Community School programs. Commission agreed, 

1-D. Bicycle Path report- Mr. Fitzpatrick reported that he and Commissioner Penney Attend
ed the Traffic Commission meeting regarding the possible use as a bike path, the so
called "carriage road" on Commonwealth Avenue. 

11 • 

A request to the City Solicitor, for an opinion, regarding this use was obtained by 
l1r. Permey, and their opinion was that there was no way this could be made a two-way 
bike path - without a new ordinance. 

Alderman Richmond has submitted an ordinance allowing this use for a Sunday morning 
bike route, to be presented some time in the near future. 

Fiscal 1975 Budget: A special Recreation meeting will be held this coming Saturday, 
November 24th at 1 P.M. to discuss the pre-submission budget. 
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12. Cambridge Sports Union- wrote to Commissioner Penney expressing a desire for Newton 
members of their group to be able to run some track meets at the high school. Comm
ission members commend the group, but suggested that, at this time, they plan to use 
the running track at the high school when it opens, on an individual basis. Also, 
they might consider one or two meets, but restricted to Newton residents. Commissioner 
Penney was directed to write to them on this basis. 

13. It was brought out at this meeting, by Mr. Burke, that some of the new Aldermen were 
not aware, as yet, of their Recreation Commission Ward Representatives. He suggested 
that each Commission member contact respective Aldermanic member in his Ward - and 
make himself known. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 P.M. 

jfd 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



I 

I 

I 

NEWTON RECREATION CO!-nHSSICIN 

SPECIAL BUWET HEETING 

Held Saturday, November 24, 1973 -notes taken by Comm. Penney 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairrr2n Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman Dr. Burton 
D. Levine, Frank Fitzpatrick and Francis Rice 

A. Included $2,500.00 for basketball lights off back of Hemorial School. 

B. Tennis Court use: liSHS tennis court must have stronger checking for out-of-town 
players and enforcement to prevent this. It appears that some out-of-towners may 
have obtained permits fraudulently. Drivers license check should be required, 
not only ~1hen the permit is purchased, but also during the season of regular play. 

C. Day Jr. High School Access: Paul Burke suggested that Commissioner Penney check 
out fire lane access to Day Jr. High for space available for tennis courts with 
City Engineer. 

D. Review of part-time leadershi a rates: Commission members agreed to recommend 
a 20 increase for part-time leadership personnel since no increase in pay has been 
granted them for five years and they are out of line with surrounding towns and 
with the School Department. 

E. Discontinuance of leadershiP at a 
a pub ic hearing be cal ed before 
the summer, be dropped. 

ound: Chairman Paul Burke reco::nnended that 
leadership at a particular playground, for 

F. Attendance figures: Commission members recommend that the Recreation Supervisors 
double check all attendance figures turned in from the leaders. ¥Jake own counts 
and see how they match. 

G. Hunnewell Hill Playground: It was recommended that recreation include some funds 
for more playground equipment at this playground. 

H. Additional Marking crews: Paul Burke suggested tilt Commissioner Penney spell out 
the need for additional marking crew in terms of hew many more markings will be 
accomplished. 

I. Recreation Commission agreed to request $10,000.00 for playground equipment for 
playgrounds around the City. 

J. Buildinr, for Edmand 1 s Park: Frank Fitzpatrick suggested a construction building or 
metal trailer for Edmand 1 s Park pond during the skating season. 

K. It was suggested that Commissioner Penney be more positive, both in dealing with 
the public about providing services, and in dealing with the :Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen in budget requests for the department. 

L. Commission approved the request for $10,000.00 for ice time for the Youth Hockey 
Program. 

jfd 



I 

I 

I 

NEWTON RECREATION CQ}lMISSI<N 

December 17, 1973 

Minutes 

Present: Commissioner Penney, Paul J. Burke, Chairman, Vice-Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Mrs. Worthing L. ~st, Messers. Francis Rice, and Frank Fitzpatrick, (due to ice 
storm, secretary was not present and Commissioner Penney recorded minutes). 

Visitors: Mike LeConti 

1. 

2. 

4. 

6. 

Minutes of November 19th meeting accepted as circulated. 

Monthly reports of recreation activities, maintenance, supervisor's reports and Comm
issioner's report distribted to each Commission member. 

Letter from Clerk of the Board of Aldermen - for monthly minutes of Recreation Comm
ission meeting to be sent to the Aldermen. Commissioner Penney noted that copies of 
November minutes had already been sent by secretary - and this will be routine practice 
now. Mr. Burke noted he had made this suggestion previously. 

Petition to Mayor and Board of Aldermen #975-73: Chairman Burke called the attention 
of the Commission to this petition requesting a wide, straight, lighted pathway (plowed 
and sanded in winter), from the front of Day Junior High School, directly to Albemarle 
Road - which is on the Aldermanic docket. 

Commissioner Penney asked for a feeling of the Recreation Commission if he should be 
called before an Aldermanic Committee on this subject. 

It was moved by Mr. Fitzpatrick that the present path be plowed and sanded and lighted, 
instead of constructing a new, straight path. Seconded by Mrs. West, voted in favor 
1 to 1. 

Chestnut Hill Golf Course - acquisition information: Chairman Burke requested that in
formation available from both the Planning Department recommendation and the Conser
vation OpenfSpace acquisition report concerning the acquisition - and any other in
formation available, to be obtained for January Recreation Commission meeting. 

1,1uestion as to whose function it is to name a Pla round: }lrs. West called to the 
attention of the group a newspaper item which said t at the Board of Aldermen had 
renamed Hunnewell Playground, the Doherty Playground. ~/ 

'""'(:; fl A I~ • •:"(' • II 

Mr. Burke said that he understands that this item will be referred to the Recreation 
Commission by the Board. 

It was suggested that Commissioner Penney ron tact theCi ty Clerk to see what the status 
of this item is. It was further suggested that the previous ruling by the City 
Solicitor be looked up as to whether the Commission has the right to name playgrounds -
or the Board of Aldermen. 

7. Commissioner Penne the notice of a meetin to be held on Thursda , Decem-
ber Ot at 7:00 • 1., Room 21 to discuss the re tionship of parking needs to ath
letic needs at Newton North High School. 

Y~. Penney showed three possible plans to be discussed. Since Mr. Penney had a pre
vious engagement that evening, Mr. Burke suggested that he will attend with 11r. Fer
guson - and any other Commission members who can attend, to go on record re-affirming 
our earlier stand that no additional land be taken from the athletic space, for parking. 
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8, Reconsideration of supplemental Budget request: (per Jim Salter) in answer to question 
by Frank Fitzpatrick, Commissioner Penney will bring to the January, 1974 meeting, a 
breakdown of Capital Improvement funds appropriated and expended in the current budget. 

10, 

jfd 

In consideration of Hr. Salter's letter to Mr. Penney, referring to the supplementary 
budget, Commissioner Penney suggested that we can do most of the items - within our 
present funds - because of unanticipated savings. Commission members agreed to this 
suggestion. 

Frank Fitzpatrick and the other Commission members suggested that Commissioner Penney 
expend all funds appropriated, in the current budget. 

Fiscal 1974- 1975 Bud\}it: This was reviewed with the Commission members, Mr. Burke 
suggested that a dicta one to take notes of Commission meetings be included in the 
1974 - 1975 budget. 

}!iscellaneous: 

1. }~.Ferguson requested that notes of the special budget meeting of the Recreation 
Commission held on Saturday, November 24th, be sent to him. 

2. }~. LeConti suggested that some improvements in girls' softball fields be made 
since this is a growing sport. No definite funds were allocated. 

J, Next regular meeting of Recreation Commission will be held on Monday, January 
21, 1974. 

4, Meeting adjourned at 10:15 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Penney 
Secretary pro-tem 
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Present: 

Visitors: 

NEilTON RECREATION CO!'.MISSICll 

January 21, 1974 

Minutes 

Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice-Chairman Dr. Burton 
D. Levine, Howard Ferguson, Francis Rice, Hrs. Horthing L. West and two new 

proposed Recreation Commission members, Hrs. Lynn Arthur and JI!I'. Nelson Baker. 
(Hr. Fitzpatrick arrived late due to heavy fog on Route 128) 

Dan Sullivan, PTA President, Burr School; Hr. D1Ugenio, Archigect; Liz Phillips, 
reporter from Times newspaper; Jack Whittenberg; Dr. Robert Buxbaum and 11rs. 
Edward L. Richmond. 

1. Hinutes of December Heeting: Accepted as circulated. 

2. Commissioner's re ort and monthl' Recreation re arts distributed to members. Comm
issioner enney noted t at NNHS tennis courts are now just beginning to be fully 
booked. Hr. Ferguson noted that tennis phone should not be allowed to be used for 
outgoing calls during 7 - 8 P.H. when people are trying to get the number to reserve 
courts. 

3· Questions of use of tennis courts at Newton South Hi h School b eneral 
Neuton: In response to quiries by members, Commissioner Penney reported that whi e 
the School Department had issued the tennis club a permit for use of courts, they 
will make them available to Recreation at our request. The consensus of opinion is 
that Recreation should move toward the goal of public use - through Recreation - as 
soon as possible, (conceivably some time in early February). 

4. Welcome to new members: While the two new members had made themselves known to Comm
issioner Penney previously, Chairman Paul Burke welcomed them to the membership pres
ent. After confirmation by the Board ofAldermen they can official assume their duties, 
vote, etc. Hrs. L mn Arthur of Newton Hi hlands, liard 5, will replace retiring Comm-
ission member oseph Selden, an e son Baker of Newton Centre, Hard 7, will re-
place ~~. G. Nicholas Dawson. 

JI!I's. Hest moved that the Recreation Coremission go on record expressing regret in the 
loss of Joe Selden and that an appropriate letter be composed to Hr. Selden, expressing 
appreciation for his many years of service. A letter to Hr. Dawson should also be dis
patched, thanking him for his contribution to Recreation. It was so voted. 

5. Burr School PTA proposed plan for inovational playground: PTA President, Dan Sullivan, 
~nth the approval of Burr principal, presented briefly the final plan for this install
ation. Since similar installations have been made previously in other areas, the 
Co~~ssion is familiar with this construction. 11r. Penney called to their attention 
one concern of his, where drain pipe set without a fr~~e, had sharp edges which he 
felt could be hazardous to children using the equipment. The architect said that he 
would correct this problem. 11r. Ferguson motioned that Recreation Commission approve 
installation of this inovational playground equipment, at no cost to Recreation, at 
Burr School, and it was so moved. Commissioner Penney noted that there may be no 
need for Recreation Commission approval since the land is under School Committee 
jurisdiction. 

6. Petition for lighted path at Day Junior High School: Commissioner Penney r6,ported that 
the Board of Aldermen had voted to build a new lighted path from Day Junior Hieh across 
Albemarle Playground (hugging the side of the pool), to Albemarle Road. Since this 
in no way interferes with use of the playing fields, no action is necessary. However, 
Hr. Ferguson su;:;gested that Recreation Commission go on record as being in favor of 
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the plan shown at the Recreation CoMmission meeting (#Q 70 of the Engineering Depart
ment). 

7. Land acquisition report regarding Chestnut Hill golf course: Co~~ssioner Penney 
made available to Commission me~bers reports from the Planning Department and the 
Newton Conservators regarding golf courses in Newton. Chai~~n Paul Burke felt that 
due to the complexity of this issue, it would be advisable to form a sub-con:rnittee 
to study and evaluate information and report their findings at a later date. ¥~. 
Burks will notify those members proposed for this committee shortly. 

8. Resolution from the Board of Aldermen recorr~ending to the Recreation Commission the 
naming of the Hunnewell Playground after Lt. William Doherty: Commission member 
from this area, Frank Fitzpatrick, had not arrived as yet, so it was decided to de
lay action on this item until he arrived. 

9. Dr. Robert Buxbaum and }:Z.s. Edward Richmond to speak about pl!ysical fitness trails 
for playgrounds and parks: Dr. Buxba~~ spoke briefly describing his interest in 
physical fitness, health and life extension programs. The program, similar to a 
popular Swiss program called VITA-PARCOURS - or Health track, was amply illustrated 
and distributed to all Corrnission members by him. Briefly, the program consists of 
an outdoor health track, often built through a wooded area, where there is an oppor
tunity for everyone - young or old - to exercise according to their individual needs -
with the help of signs describing their exercises. Since Dr. Buxbaum and Hrs. Rich
mond had already invited Commissioner Penney to attend a meeting at which time the 
proposed program ;ms described, he in turn had spoken to maintenance foreman, Fran.]{ 
Shea, to obtain his opinion on the possibility of building trails, etc., and where 
they might best be located. Several possible sites were suggested, such as Edmand's 
Park, Auburndale, Newton Centre. Mr. Burke suggested that Dr. Buxba~~ plan to make 
an appointment with }:Z.. Penney to discuss the various possible sites. }~. Ferguson 
motioned that Dr. Buxbaum, Mrs. Richmond, JIJT. D•Ugenio, and}~. Penney - and others -
get together and make recommendations as to location, cost, etc. (Basic cost is 
likely to be srrall as much natural material, such as logs, etc., is used -but a 
supplementary budget would have to be made). It was so moved. 

10. Parking at lrnllli report: Recreation Commission has gone on record opposing the taking 
of any athletic land for parking at the new school. !·~. Ferguson and Mr. Burke 
earlier attended a meeting on this subject, but no solution ;zas rr.ade at that time. 

It was recorr.mcmded that the Recreation Corrmssion again corr.municate to }~. Reginald 
Snith, P. E. Department Head at NNHS that we are not in favor of land taking of 
athletic lands. It was also felt that if Commission is made cognizant of facts, they 
are willing to cooperate with the athletic department in any way possible. 

11. Capital Improvements report distributed to members at the request of}~. Fitzpatrick. 
No action taken, as Hr. Fitzpatrick was not present. 

12. Request by Hayer to all department & Commissions for a review of fees and charges 
made to public for services - and recommendations if they should be any changes: 
Corrnissioner Penney made available to all members a complete list of fees and 
charges -winter and summer - of all facilities or programs 'Where a charge is made. 
JIJT. Ferguson notioned to table discussionof fees until the February meeting, and 
it was so noved. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:CS P.M. Next commission meeting will be Feb. 25th as the regular 
meeting night is a holiday. 

jfd 

Respectfully submitted 
Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Newton Recreation Commission 

February 25, 1974 Heeting 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J. Burke, Vice
chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, J.!rs. ilorthing L. West, l·lrs. Lynne Arthur, 
Messers Francis Rice, Howard Ferguson, Frank Fitzpatrick, Nelson Baker and 
lfurjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Guests: ~!ike LeConti, Gary Rubinstein, :-lr. Hurray Kates, Hr. J, Leon, 
Liz Phillips, Times newspaper reporter, Elizabeth l1c~innon, !Iewton Graphic 
newspaper reporter, 

1. l1inutes of the January meeting accepted as circulated. 

2. Richard Kates: In response to a critical newspaper letter directed to 
l·lr. Burke and the ''ecreation Department regarding tennis fees in the city, 
l!r, Burke contacted him by letter and invited him to attend the Commission 
meeting and possibly give some suggestions as to tennis fees. However, he 
is a college student outside of the city and therefore unable to come in 
person. He sent, as his representative, Gary Rubinstein, another tennis player. 

Gary, accompanied by Richard's 
permit fee, as geing too high. 
be made - or - none at all, 

father, spoke in protest of the ten dollar 
He flet that either a smaller charge should 

Mr, Hurray Kates, also noted that in large families, the individual cost 
of a permit discouraged families from playing on the reserved courts, 

It was pointed out that tbre are approximately 43 courts, in addition to 
the courts which are handled on this reserved court basis (with permits) 
that can be played on at no charge. 

3. Request for shower and changing area >Ihen rums pool is not open: 2 
young men that use the gym and running t11:ack at Newton l~orth on a regular 
basis requested that the shouer and locker rooms be made available to 
participants, even if the pool is closed, Their request was granted and this 
will be done in the future, 

4. Notice of Ilection in lfurch for the nositions of Chairman and Vice
Chairman were oficially made, as directed in rules & regulations oft he 
Commission, by the chairman. 

S. Resolution by Board of Aldermen recommending to the Recreation Com
mission, the naming of the Hunnewell Playground after Lt. ;·/illiam Loherty 
(postponed from January Commission meeting), 

!1r, Fitzpatrick, Co111r1ission member from this area, has made an effort to 
poll residents for a feeling on this subject, but as he noted, the neigh
borhood has changed so drastically in the last ten years or so, that most 
did not know Lt. Doherty. 

Commissioner Penney said that the playground has never been formally named 
but since it was in the so-called HunnewelL Hill area, the name Hunnewell 
clung to it, 

Mrs. West stated thajl HunnewelL is an old and respected name in Newton, 
and that the Commission might give considerable thought to retaining some 
of the old names in i!ewton. She pointed out that this was done in the 
case of Allison Playground where a [roup was alloweu co erect a plaque and 
flagpole honoring Vietnam Veteran, instead of changing the name, 
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lfr. Burke commented that Alderman HcDonnell has indicated an in·t··. eresr.in 
this and would probably be willine to talk about it if ~1r. Fitzpatf:i. made 
contact uith him. It was decided to hold this item until the,.neict m eting 
therefore. ~ · 

6. Review of currant status of Ca ital Im rovements ro ects and a ro
priations postponed from January meeting Commissioner Penney reported 
that most funds in current Capital Improvement budget had been expended -
leavinr; only a balance of $5500.00. Hith approval from his Honor the !1ayor, 
these monies can be transferred from one area to another and he reco~~ended 
that backstops at Franklin and Albemarle be installed at an approximate 
cost of $2500. leaving a balance of $3000. which could be advantageously 
used in extending the sodding at Franklin playground. 

Unanimously approved wast he motion by Hr. Ferguson, :l:o request transfer 
of money as indicated above, for backstop at Franklin and Albemarle and 
sodding at Franklin. 

l1r. Fitzpatrick called to the attention of the Commission that even though 
the neighborhood at Hunnewell Hill had never come back with any recom
mendations for equipment at the playground, equipment should be installed 
as planned by Recreation, six months ago. 

7. Fees and Charges: Commissioner Penney provided the group with a report 
of the current fees and charges as levied by the Recreation Department. 

Upon review, the following rates were agreed upon by the Commission - detail 
follows schedules. 

1974 Summer Rates Newton North Hi h School 1974 
Season - June to September Season -September to September 1 yr) 

Individual Adult /,. 
Individual Student 1 

$3.00 
1.00 

Delineation i 
Adult 18 yrs o~lover 
Student 25 or,~ounger who is 

a full-time student 

Individual Adult 
Individual Student 
Family permit 

(or) 
No non-resident use 

$10.00 yr. 
5.00 II 

15.00 II 

Non-resident/:. ~lay use Crystal Lake Daily rate 
due to State; regulations - Gath Pool 11 11 

no season J!rmi t but guest fee ok 11 11 

(elem. or Jr. High) 
(Sr.High & College) 
(Adult) 

.10 

.25 

.so 
swim 
sWim 
swim 

Season April to April (1 year) 

Adult -
Student 

Family -

18 and up 
- 25 or under 

(full time student) 

T-obogganing 

Toboggan Rental 

$10.00 each 
5.00 each 

20.00 (new this year) 

.25 per hour 

Leagues - summer, winter, bask<tball, etc. - all same as previous 

------------------------------
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Hr. Ferguson motioned to allow City workers who were not Newton residents 
to use the Newton North Pool for a 50¢ charge. :1r. Fitzpatrick seconded. 
It was voted~ to allow this use on< a 5 to 3 vote. 

(Since Crystal Lake is a "great pond" and so covered by State, rather than 
local regulations, non-residents may continue to use this on a day basis. 
The question of the use of the Gath Pool was raised. On a motion by Hr. 
Rice, it was decided to restrict the use oft he pool to non-residents unless 
they were guests of residents. It was so voted. (! c c. c h~ '"' V« ,.,..._) 

On the question of skating permits, Commissioner Penney motioned to discon
tinue the sale of permits - it was so voted. 

On the definition of a 11 student", Dr. Levine motioned to define a student 
as a person of 25 or younger - who was a full-time student. It was so voted. 

Regarding tennis, !·fr. 
available at $20.00. 

Ferguson motioned that a family tennis permit be 
It was so moved with 1 opposing. 

made 

Dr. Levine motioned to preclude non-residents from using tennis courts ~ 
and it was so voted. 

At.!1r. Pen"ey's request, Hiss FranTowle, Recreation Supervisor attended the 
meeting regardine the system of fees and charges. 

Hiss Towle recommended that a system for tennis permit control be es
tablished, and that tennis permits be sold from one area only, to facili
tate their control. 

Since there are cashiers on duty at lnrHS, she suggested that this be the 
area where they be sold. This would eliminate the need for additional per
sonnel and provide good control of permits and permit money - instead of 
selling permits at court-side during the summer. It is planned to have lnn1S 
pool open year-a-around several days a week - so would be available for 
:rewton residents. 

The Commission was reluctant to rule on this subject and recommended that 
this be handled as an administrative decision by Commissioner Penney. ..I( 
L¥a?e Art~ur motioned for Recrea~ion restrict student tennis permits fo;-.. ~ 'l 
u~~:~2.7ears of age, from tenn~s play on clay surfaces, on the family : 
pan only. S~d. ..· · 

Dr. Levine motioned to delete the cost of toboggan rental. A tie vote re
sulted - with Chairman Burke, voting to break the tie, defeating this 
motion. The charge for rental of toboggans •rill continue. 

In response to !·!iss Towle 1 s question or philosophy on the Recreation Depart
ment on fees ancl charges, in turn- in response to questions asked of her 
by the general public, she was told that these fees and charges are estab
lished by a policy set by the Recreation Co~~ssion, for services provided. 
(In rej1erence to Hiss Towle's request for a "ritten statement on this policy, 
it was recommended ~~at the statement be brought back to a Co~~ssion 
meeting - for their approval) 
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8, New Business: 

(a) Community School Commission: Eliot Cohen,Alderman, has been in communicatio 
with Chairman Paul J. Burke, with regard to the establishment of this new 
Commission, He has requested that Hr. Burke submit a candidate to serve 
on this Co:nmission, 

11r. Ferguson proposed that Paul Burke be appointed to this Commission but 
he graciously refused, 

It was decided that;~. Burke, with the approva~ of the Commission, shall 
appoint a person on the Commission, as a delegate to the Co~~unity School 
Commission. 

(b) Question of handicapped - non-residents: Use of NNHS pool. Dr. Levine 
motioned to allow any supervised, handicapped group, sponsored by a Newton 
organization, the use of the pool - even if the person is not a 'Iewton resident. 
So voted unanim0usly. 

(c) Finance Committee Meeting, reported Commissioner Penney, 
Dept. budget, will be held on Saturday, :1arch 2nd at 1:00 PH. 
Co~~ssion members were urged to attend, if possible. 

for Recreation 
Recreation 

(d) New Commission member, 11rs. Lynne Arthur, inquired as tto .the procedure 
necessary for getting "new business" onto the •-tecreation meeting docket, 
!1r, Burke explained ttheprocess. 

(e) Resignation: 1~s. Worthing L, Hest, Recreation Commission member for 
23 year~, many. ofrr.these ~ears as Chairman of the Recreation Commission, 
announced to her fel~ow Commission members that she has decided to end her 
active committment at this time, and has so notified the !·!ayor that she will 
not accept an additional appointment for the next three years offered her, 

In a brie6 statement she co~~ented on the fine work accomplished by Rec
reation in the past and her hope for a productive future, While her 
interest in Recreation in the City will always be keen, she feels it is 
time for "new young blood" she says. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~·!arjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTON RECHEATIO!I C0!1l1ISSIO!I HEETING 

March 18, 1974 

lti.nutes 

Present: Commissioner John B. Penney, Chairman Paul J, Burke, Vice-chairman 
Dr, Burton D. Levine, l1r:;;, Lynne Arthur, l1essers. Howard Ferguson, Fre.nk 
Fitzpatrick, Nelson Baker and l1arjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Guests: Hary Bartley, Harilyn Sicurella, representing vi omen 1 s Softball; Dominic 
Battista and Nunzio F, Leone, rel;!resenting St. 11ary of Carmen Society; l1ike 
LeConti and Francis 11ahoney, rewesenting \'lest Little League; Hijla Richmond 
representing 11ason-Rice PTA and Dave Dunstrau, representing Times newspaper. 

Recreation Coljllllission meeting called to order by Chairman Paul Burke at 8:00 P ,!1, 

1. I1inutes ofFehruary Commission meeting accepted as circulated, 

2. Commissioner Penney's monthly reports of activities, meetings attended and 
Recreation activities provided to members. 

3. Proposal for Cultural program during summer: Commissioner Penney provided 
the members with a proposal by Gary Goode of the !Iewton School !1usic Department 
suggesting a summer program geared to secondary and college age students, invol
ving the production of "Fiddler on the Roof", Since Hr, Goode feels that this 
group of students is not generally involved in summer playground programs, he 
hopes this would give them an opportunity for summer involvement - and fun too -
with the plus factor that musicals generally draw well and could be a profitable 
program to defray costs, Costs, he proposed, to be underwritten for the time by 
the "'ecreation Department. Ticket sales at the time of production could possibly 
repay expenses. 

Commissioner Penney has contacted the City Comptroller, Hr. l!arr, to see if -
and how - this could be done, 

Commission members recommended no action be taken at this time until a response 
was received from Hr, Harr. 

4. Chairman Faul Burke expressed the desire, at his f~nal act as Chairman, 
since he is not seeking re-election, to present J.lrs, West with a n honorary 
scroll, giving her the official designation of Hember Lmeritus of the Commission, 

At l-!r, Burke's recen;!l request, Commissioner Penney prepared an outline of the 
proposal commendin:-, ~·Irs. \'lest, as she terminates her active membership in the 
Commission, after 24 years of service, 14 of these as Chairman. 

A formal proposal will be made up with signatures of Commission and Hayor, to be 
presented to I·Irs. Hest at a later date, She will_ be invited to bepresent, pro-
bably at the next Co~~ssion meeting, Comnission members were unanimous in endorsing 
this proposal, 

5. Election of Chairman and Vice-chairman: As instructed by rules and regulations 
after previous months notification, the annual election was held, 

a, Chairman Burke opened the nominations for Ch&irman, l·Ir, Fitzpatrick nom
inated Dr, Burton D, Levine, lio other nominations were made, and Mr. Burke 
instructed the secretary to cast one ballot for chairman of the Recreation 
Co~~ssion for Dr. Levine. 

b, Chairman Burke opened nominations for Vice-Chairman, Dr.Levine nominated 
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Francis :lice. No other nominations were presented. :-!r. Burke then in
structed the secretary to cast one baLlot for Vice-Chairman of the Rec-
reation Co~~ssion for Francis Rice. 

l1r. Burke then turned the Chai~nshipf of this .rr.eeting over to the· new Com
mission Chairman, Dr. Burton D. Levine. 

6. Request for yearly carnival at Hawthorn by St. ''iary of Carmen Society: 
Society representative, Frank Leone, requested that for the 7th year,the Society 
be allowed a permit at Hawthorn playground for July 18 to 21st. 

11r. Ferguson motioned to allow the permit. ;rr. Burke seconded. 

Discussion disclosed that what they would really like is an extra day to set up 
on Tuesday instead of Heenesday and operate Vlednesday as well cS Thursday to 
Sunday. This would be more profitable for both carnival operator and society, 
they claim. }!r. Penney noted that previous year~, the grounds were not cleaned 
for use by playground children the following Tuesday morning. l1r. Leone assured 
the Co~nssioner that the Society would clean up the playground om Honday. 

}!r. Fitzpatrick questioned the vaLidity of allowing one carnival without al
lowing others that may request permits. It uas explained that this one, as in 
the past, had been allowe)l, due its unique, ethnic, "neighborhood" connection. 

Unanimously voted to allow this particular carnival - with the extra day, pro
videdthat both Society and carnival operators abide by written rules and regulations 
of the Recreation Department (and uith the cooperation of the l!ewton Police Dept.) 

7. Hrs. Rita Rich~ond with a request for PTA to erect playscape on Brewer P~ay
ground: After describing the area where the PTA and principal, under the 
guidance of architect Jerry D1Eugnio, plan the proposed playscape, Com~ssioner 
Penney produced a map of the area, and it was determined that thmsite proposed 
was actually on school land, and therefore, did not requi:re approval of the 
Recreation Com~ssion. 

8. Question of bike paths: Last year, when the question of bike paths in 
first came up, }!r. Fitzpatrick proposed as one possible loca~ion, the so called 
"Carriage Road" on Commom<ealth Avenue. Investigation of this possibility, ini
tiated by Hr. Penney. The ler;al department, determined that this is a Public 
Way, and, according to la''• a one-way street. Bikes may be used in this area 
but only in the traffic flow direction. 

The law could conceivably be changed legally >lith legislation, but would allow 
two uay use for not only bikes - but for cars as well, according to the City 
Solicitor, Howard Levine. ;{r. Fitzpatrick requested a copy of the legal 
opinion from the City Solicito~ ~\ 

9. Women's Softball use of fields: Harilyn Sicarelle and~ ~artley, repre
senting pver lOO women involved in !Iewton softball, asked the Recreation Com
mission to consider supplying ther.1 with a regular softball field that they could 
count on using for the season. They protested the fact that the present softball 
fields are monopolized by Hen's Leagues most evenings throughout the season, and 
they end up playing "sand lot" ball on some bumpy field. They would like a groomed, 
lined field for regular use throughout the season. 

~!r. Burke suggestedthat Hamilton field might be a good field, if this could 
be smoothed and groomed and lined on a rq;ular basis for their use. :,!r. Fer
guson suggested that in cooperation with ~!r. Penney, it could be worked out. T 
They could also plan on using Lyons once the Little League has completed their 
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season late in June. Harren Junior High field is also availablE for their exclusive 
use. Dr. Levine noted that a problem of a ssignmcnt and maintenances eemed to be 
the big hang-up. He suggested the uomen go through Fran Towle, Recreation Super
visor, for assignment. Con~ssioner Pen~ey noted the 74-75 budget Had requested 
three (3) additional men for field maintenance to compensate for increased marking 
denands by schools, little leagues, but that these extra menu eo-e not alloued 
during :·layor 1 s office revieu. "' ~"'""" "'- U-* c. '1 ~ .._j • • . u 
10. Question of renamin? of Hunneuell Hill: Hr. Fitzpatrick again mentioned 
that he had spoken to Alderman HcDonnell and suggested that this item again be 
tabled un · - "on was available 

r 
11. Corn:"Ouni ty School Commission: :"!r. Burke's recommendation for this Com::d.ssion 
was P~. Frank Fitzpatrick - unanimously approved by the Refreation Con~ssion. 
(Letters to go to Mayor an President of Board of Aldermen reporting that Frank 
Fitzpatrick appointed to this con~ssion.) 

12. Hiscellaneous business: 

a. l1r. Ferguson reported that he has been asked to be a member of the YMCE 
"Aims and Objectives" group. They will meet 2 times a month and he will plan 
to attend. 

b. Question of how best to handle the recommendation to conductua survey, Ward 
by Hard, received last year (held in pemiling file) from City Planning Commission 
of the Board of Aldermen. 

Mr. Burke's recommendation was to go and taJ.k to the City Planning Committee as 
a Con~ssion before taking any further action. 

1-lith this in mind, J.!r. Burke motionr"d that Dr. Levine as Chairman of the 
Commission contact Chairman of the Planning Comrnittee - meet with them and 
respond to their suggestions. Unanimously accepted. 

c. Use of pool by a visiting group of high school students - Paul Burke 
motioned that as a gesture of good will, this specific group as requested by 
the high school, be allOI<ed to use the pool for a maximum of 1 hour during the 't 
regular general.swim. They will bring 4 adult supervisors with them. We will , 
not make a charge. Voted to accept with •·lz.. Ferguson opposinr;. rt ""•'(••' 

t•" 
d. l1r. Burke made a recommendation to Commissioner Penney to investigate the 
possibility of obtaining a volunteer college intern- possibly a graduate student -
to obtain a cost ratio to recreation programs. It was felt that this should be, 
at least, a semester program. These figures could Qe used to substantiate needs 
and costs of recreation; more fields, more programs, increased involvement - ad
ditional responsibility, etc. Should be a good project. 

e. Due to holiday in April, next regular meetin will be held April 22, 1974. 
Heeting adjourned at 10:40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

!1arjorie Lesbirel 
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Newton Recreation Commission !·leeting 

Hinutes 

April 22, 1974 

Present: Com~ssioner John B, Penney, Chairman Dr. Burton D, Levine, Vice
chilrman Francis Rice, llessers Frank Fitzpatrick, Howard Ferguson, Nelson 
Baker, Paul Burke, Mrs, Lynne Arthur, Mrs, Vlorthing l!r West and Marjorie 
Lesbiral, Secretary, 

Visitors: 20 attended this meeting, 

1, Meeting called to order at 7:40P.M. by Chairman Dr, Levine, ~unutes of 
lhrch meeting accepted as cirvulated, Reports of program & ~~ntenance pro
vided by Hr. Penney to all Commission members, 

2, Survey of Recreation activities & facilities: Commissioner Penney reported 
that this survey, under the direction of Supervisor, Fran Towle, and 6ollege 
intern, Ann Benoit, is now in progress, A full report will be made by Hiss 
Towle upon completion of the survey, 

J, Consideration of Alderman Jackson's recommendation to make available to 
local citizens, certain city-owned plots of land for gardens, Listed as fOl
lows were the areas under Recreation Department jurisdiction: 

A, Lincoln Playground - right field 
B, Newton Centre playground - across brook from Hason-Rice School (old 

(caretakers garden plot) 
e. 'ilebster playground - near end of Warren St, (undeveloped) 
D, Hunnewell Playground - at !Iewton Corner 

On a motion by Hr. Rice, it was moved to send a letter back to Alderman Jackson 
stating that, for the summer of 1974, these Recreation plots would be made 
available to citizens of Newton for gardens, However, Recreation shall not be 
involved, or responsible, for aiding, guarding, or otherwise helping.• the gar
derners, 

4. Presentation to J.lrs. ¥lorthim; L. Hest: At this time, Mrs, Hest, form€31 
Commission Chairman, had been invited by Dr, Levine, present ,Chairman, to come 
to the Commission meeting to be honored for her many years of dedicated vol
untary service to the City of Newton and the Recreation Department. Dr, 
Levine, as spokesman for the Commission, presented :1rs. West with a framed 
citation naming her, the first and only, Member Emeritus of the Recreation 
Commission. She was encouraged to attend Recreation Com'Uission meetings when
ever her schedule would permit. 

Pictures were taken at this time of !1rs. ',•lest accepting the plaque from Dr, 
Levine, 

S. Invitation to attend Cit 
River Study copies provided 

for report on Charles 

6, Presentation for Cultural Arts Program this summer by Gary Good, Newton 
North High School Music Department for "Fiddler on the Roof" musical, 

In response to questions about this tentitive program, details of which were 
presented in a written ·.proposal last month, :1r, Good dlscribed the possibilities 
of involving the age group of 13 to 23 - or Jr, High, Senior High and some 
college level students, a ;group he felt, probably were not generally in-



I 

I 

I 

valved in summer playground activities, 

!1any people would be involved beside the estimated 60 in the cast. A 
crew of about So plus 40 or more in the orchestra, (Theve people would 
cover sets, costumes, stage hands, grips etc, ) Expenses for full production 
he estimated would be around $3600, (Expenses would cover royalties and 
rentals, plus sets and costumes,) 

Hr. Penney pointed out that monies from ticket sales would have to be turned 
in to the "General fund" and could not be used to offset costs of production, 

$10,000,00 has been set aside for culturai arts programs for this summer but 
~~s. Arthur questioned the cost of spending $3500, - an average of about 
$4,00 per week for each young person involved, (4 nights for 6 weeks), 
Nevertheless, !·~. Ferguson motioned that $3600, be approved by the Commission , 
for the production of "Fiddler on the Roof" by the Recreation Department 
theatre, under the direction of Hr. Good & ¥r-' Smith for students of Newton 
Junior High, Senior High and college students, seconded by Hr. Penney, Vote 
carried with 4 in favor and two opposing (Hrs. Arthur and l!r, Rice) • 

7, Cabot PTA representative, Peter Hitt, presenting the final proposal for • .l 
for the inovational playground suggested for Cabot playground with a "mock,.- ~~\,1""' 
up" model prepared to show area. (..••'" 

~ .. 
The question immediately arose as to the possibility of a batted ball f~~·'\ 
the "hitting" area, descending onto this playground area, Hr. Rice moved 
that this item be tabled untul the Recreation Commission can actualiy ~o an 
look at this area nt Cabot, and it was so voted, 

l1r, Uitt requested that this inspection be done soon, as arrangements to begin 
construction have been made by the PTA for the first part of !1ay. It was 
sugges~d that a vote be taken at the site at the time of inspection, 

8. Proposed Inovational playground planned for Hyde School area: As in all i'filt 
the previou$ly proposed plans of this type, Terry D1Eugenio, architect, has \' 
planned the finaldraft. Again in this area, the question of danger of play ~T 
ec;uipme:nt being within the range of a batted ball, came up. PTA had approved 
the site and.as anxious to go ahead, 

At least two concerned parents were present who felt that while the basic 
comcept wasexcellent, thatrerious concern needed to be expressed, in order to 
safeguard children of the area, 

l".r, Rice moved to have this item tabled until the Recreation Commission could 
inspect the area and make a recom~endation as to the suitability of the site, 
It ~1as so voted. 

9. Auburndale - par-cour course - Dr, Buxbaum & Terry D1Eugenio, architect: 
Dr. Buxbaum reviews his concept of this Swiss originated, healt9, or exercise 
course being considered for llewton, which he feels can be the finest preventive 
of cardi-vascular disease. Co~unity oriented, it would present two types of 
aereobic exercise for beginners and moYe advanced health enthusiast, Consist
ing of 20 stations, each station with painted sign instructions; the first 
eight as warmup - and then on to the more difficult sections. 

!·~. D1Ugenio and Dr. Buxbaum felt that the actual dost would be minimal -
most construction done with telephone poles and steel rods, Graphics would 
be the most expensive item of all, but vital to the program, A quick estimate 
of betHeen $1500,00 and $2000,00 was made by Dr, Buxbaum for the graphics. 
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Volunteer help, he felt, could be recruited toset up the course, 

Commissioner Penney explained that it was very likely that a special &ppro
priation would be needed, Com~ssion members suggested that Dr, Buxbamm and 
llr. D1 Ugenio come up with an exact cost for gravel, poles, signs etc, 
Commission voted to table this item and await furth~r information, 

10, Review of Little League field maintenance with Frank Shea, Redreation Fore
man ancl the representatives of the five Little Leagues: All Little Leagues, 
were, of course, anxious to have each field they used, in top condition for 
their games, Foreman Frank Shea ppinted out to them that the last snow storm, 
coupled with the frost in the ground, had prevented his crews from working on 
fields any earlier and now the fields were being played on and the crews can't 
work on them now either, Frank also pointed out that some of these fields were 
never built for ball fields. Each ball field takes from 4 to 5 hours to 
maintain and since he has only 13 men to cover 70 ballfields, it is impossible 
to keep them all in top condition. 

Jerry Wise of the South Little League maintained that if the Recreation 
Department could keepthe grass cut, line the fields weekly and provide some 
fill in holes that appear, he'd be s atisfieil., 

Frank Shea assured them all, that as usual, he would make every effort to 
maintain fields to the very best of his ability under the circumstances, 

11. Legislation proposed for ban on public drinking: copies of this were 
distributed to Comr:dssion members, Chief Quinn of the Newton Police intro
duced this ordinance to his Honor, the Mayor, in February 1974. Commissioner 
Penney said that he had approved this and he felt that the Board of Aldermen 
would appreciate an indication of support from the Recreation Commission, 

Nelson Baker moved that the Recreation Commission communicate to hss Honor 
the !·layor, the Board of Aldermen and Chief Quinn, their approval and support 
of this proposed legislation and it was so voted, 

12. l1ass, 
!lay l th, 
be held at 
Commission 

' Recreation & Park Societ - Board Hember Branch tnnual Me tin 
Com~ssioner Penney distributed information on-the work shops to 
the Framingham State College, all day on Saturday, Hay 18th - all 
members are invited, 

13. Request :'rom Newton Catholic to play Thanksgiving game at the Albemarle 
Playground: On Hr, Burke's motion, it was so voted unanimously to allow them 
to play this game a t Albemarle field, No charge cant€ made for admission but 

donations can be accepted, 

lh. Spring Fest: The City of Newton will present this galaaffair on Hay 19th, 
a Sunday, where a flea market, art exhibite, foods, crafts € tc, will be dis- ,.;<'A 
played on the City Hall l1all. Recreation Department will have 3 booths, One ~'' , 
on arts, one on crafts and a senior citizen display - and will aid the chil- S~ 9~ 
dren's game program. Gail Foreman will be in charge of this as a representative': 
of Recreation Department &nd Cultural Arts. 

15, Football Clinic: Dr, Levine, Chairman of the Commission, mentionedthe 
fact that he believes he will be able to arrange a football clinic with 
Bart Starr, well known football athlete, as a leader, Here detail will be 
available shortly and, with the cooperation of the Pop \<larner groups, an 
interesting program can be developed, 
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16. ~~. Burke mentioned the need for an executive secretary for the 
Recreation Commission. l·~. Burke said that Nelson Baker wast he can
didate for th' s position recommended by the Hayer. Mr. Baker indicated 
that he would be willing to a ccept the position. 

17. Dr. Levine, Chairman of the Commission haa called an Executive session 
of the Commission for May 9th at 7a30 P.M. The next regular meeting of the 
Com:nission will be at 7:30 P.l!. on Hay 20th. 

l1eeting adjourned at ll: 35 P .!1. 

Respectfully submitted 

~rjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NHJTO!I RECP.EATION CO!fr!ISSIO!i 

Hay 20, 1974 Heeting 

Present: Cormlissioner .John B. Penney, Chairman Dr. i3urton D. Levine, 
Vice-chairman Francis V. Rice, Hessers Howard Ferguson, Frank fitzpatrick, 
Nelson :Saker, !Irs. Lynne Arthur & :-rarjorie Le11birel, Secretary (Hr. Russell 
Halloran w~s also able to attend a portion of this meeting at the invi
tation of LT. Burton D, Levine, Chairman) 

15 guests attended this meeting, 

1. ~1inutes of April meeting, with the addition of Paul Burke's name added 
to attendance and the clarification of the wording of the motion stating 
that the Recreation Comrnission voted in favor of the production of "Fiddler 
on the Roof", were accepted, 

2. Commissioner Penney's report of recreation activities, maitenance and 
meetings attended by him, were presented to the members, The Commission 
requested that in the future, the reports of activities be included in 
the pre-meeting mailing a week prior to the regular meetings. 

3. Oak Hill Park ImProvement Association :1r. Buffington & :·lr. Paisner 
representing the association, presented to the Commission a tentative pro
posal for a self-liquidating "indoor-outdoor" tennis facility to be eventually 
operated by the 6ity. At present, they are asking only for moral support, 
and the consideration of the possibility of some city donated land. 

Achievment of this goal will entail considerable research as to how it 
would be possible to combine a public and private group in a project of this type 

Hr. Ferguson motioned·.ithat the Recreation Commission go on record as favoring 
a study by the Oak Hill Improvemc.nt Association, to carry on research and 
collate information on a tennis facility - and to >mrk with :1r. Penney in 
completing this information which will then be presented to the Com~ssion. 
Unanimously in favor. 

4. Report on ?ramingham Board /!embers \iorkshops. !·!rs, Arthur attended an:l 
found these workshops particularly stimulating and informative. One 
inter€st to her was on vandalism, some ofits po.,sible causes and some in
ovational solutions. Another on the disposal of the constant problem of 
"trash" and an idea on "work repayment" were also ideas she found challenging. 

5. SPRING Z:FST: Durinc the past weekend, the event was held on the grounds 
of City Hall. The Recreation Department participated through the services 
of Gail Forman of the department, who has been workin,; in cooperation with 
the new Cultural Arts ~ommission, A fine display on quilt making, drawing 
and Gail herseY- who has &n extensive background in drama crafts, directed 
a children's play. l·!r .s Toher, senior citizen coordinator, provided~ 
~an excellent display of senior citizen crafts by active demonstrations 
by senior citizens throughout the day. !lob Harden also provided leader
ship for children's games. The general public participated in this suc
cessful day under fine weather conditions, 

6. Burr School inovational play~round proposal was presented by Terry 
D1 Uganios at the request of Burr PTA. l!r. Rice moved to accept this plan 
so that they can go ahEad at ·'.urr. Voted unanimously. 

7. 11 Parcour11 was reviewed by Dr. lluxbaum briefly. He also presented a 
written proposal uhich had becen requestEd by the Recreation Commission, 
including the cost f~gures of :~1,599.00. l1oved by i-!r. Rice, to approve 
plan as written subject to approval of funds and so voted. 
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Hr. Ferguson moved that llr. Penney be given the authority to request 
transfer of funds, from !1ayor and Board of Aldermen. Voted unanimously. 

B. Petition for nlay area at Newton llorth High School presented to Nr. 
Penney and the Com:nission. I!r:o. 'hillips of Hull street area, informed the 
Co~~ssion that there are presently approximately 140 children in the area, 
eager to have a supervised play area near home. 

~~. Penney explained to the Commission, that 3 or 4 years ago, this play
ground was regularly staffed but that gradually it received very little use 
and povr attendance so was phased out. Evidently more young families are 
once again in this area. He felt that.a craft area ~rith table & chairs 
and a leader could certainly be arranged for this area but did not advocate 
amy major construction the,.e. :·1r. Fitzpatrick suggested that this be tried. 
Hr:o. Phillips thought that the additional supervision of' children in the 
area during the period o!' construction would certainly be helpful. Nr. 
Penney agreed. l1r. Fitzpatrick moved to encourage Com:~issioner Penney into 
opening !1!1HS play area - with supervision and it was so voted. 

9. Cabot Park Group led by l1rs. Karagan: This group has been trying to 
to solve problems of the park area and neighborhood. They have protested 
the many problems that they feel exist in the area, mainly caused by the 
teen agers who "hang out and drink there". They have also met with the 
Police Chief and Charles Coyle of the Youth Commission and llr. Penney. A 
suggestion put forth by Com:~ssioner Penney was f'or the group to form a 
:leighborhood Com:nittee, similar to the PTA in the Schools, who would be 
willing to help playground leaders (similar to the one successfully or
ganized a~ the Hyde School). 

Commissioner Penney explained to them that there are f'unds of $15,000.00 
f'or a m;jjor playground equip!Jlent installation, rmd that he hopes to have 
the aid of the neighborhood in choosing this. 

Re the problem of drinking om the playgrpand • According to the City 
Solicitor, the recreation Co~ssion cannot ban alcohol on playgrounds. 
Hr. Penney called to their attention proposed legislation presented by 
Police Chief ~uinn recently to the Board of' Aldermen. Recreation Com
mission is on record in favo"'• Neighbor urged to contact alderment to 
approve. 

They also requested additional barrels for trash, near the school. 

10. Tennis: Several people attended this meeting, several in protest 
to what they said were "too many signs - too many rules", etc. Hr. 
Harry Harrison, ranki!ljN.E. tennis player in N.E. Lawn Tennis said that due 
to rules preventing out-of-city residents playing on Newton courts, he 
finds it impossible to play with a comparative tennis player - equal to 
his abilities. He feels that the rules s11ould be more flexible and that 
it is"irrational to have these black & white rilJ_es 11 • !Irs. Arthour thought 
that riecreation could make an < xception in ?!r. Harrison 1 s case and possibly 
make a swap of tennis instruction. The suggestion of' a possible "exhibition" 
once a week was also made. 

One lady also protested the ruling that prevents a child under 10 from 
playing on the clay courts. Since the purpose of buying a family permit 
was for the members to be able to play together, she felt this 
fair. Another found the court change on thf' hour impracticcl.. 

The Com:~ssion listened but took no actions-since there were reasons the 
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rules as they stand. 

11. Sumrner use of !INHS pool: Hr. Fitzpatrick mentioned that in his 
conversations with the ;Iayor, his honor had objected to the pool being 
open during the SU!llrner. Hr. Ferguson feels quite differently, his theo!"J 
being that a fine facility of this type should beused to its full capacity -
year around. If, it is found that the use durins the summer has a poor 
response, at least it has been tried for a full year. Hr. Penney's plans 
were for adult lessons, swill! tea!ll practice, (and !lleets) free swill! tillle 
late evening, no weekends. It was generally agreed to~try this for the 
year if funds for operation were available. 

At this ·Gillie the Commission went into an Executive session. 

~ext Neeting June 17th. 

Adjourned at 10:.35 P.H. 

Respectfull sublllitted 

~rjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTO~< RECRfATIO:< COH::-ITSSIOll !lEETING 

June 17, 1974 

Present: Commissioner John 3. Penney, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice-
Chairman Francis Rice, !1essers. Paul Burke, Nelson Baker, Howard 
Ferguson, ~1rs. Lynne Arthur and 11zrjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. Hr. 
Halloran was also prenent. Several guests wer< also present, representing 
tennis, women's softball league, Little League, school PTA's and the 
newspapers. 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Dr. Levine at 7:45P.M. 

Minutes of 11ay meeting were accepted as circulated. 

1. Consideration of tennis rules which nrohibit students under 16 from usin 
tennis cour1;s after :00 P.H. A petition received by ommissioner Pen:1ey 
objecting to this regulation, in this particular petition mentioning Hard 
School. Two young ladies were also present who spoke out in protest of this 
ruling throughout the City. Julie '~osen felt that students were willing to 
abide by a "fair and good law", but they felt this rule was discriminatory. 
She questioned why, in the middle of the game, could adults ask them to leave? •• 

' After discussion, Hr. Ferguson moved that the rule prohibiting under 16 year .t> 
old students from playing after 5 P.M. on Newton tennis courts be rilcinded - ~ 
except at Newton Centre, Burr and NSHS night lighted courts. It was so voted 
unanimously and included the directive to remove the signs prohibiting play. 
(Mrs. Arthur was not present at this time). 

2. RPquest from Harvey Harrison to consider changes ontennis rules to allow for 
out of City guests to play on courts. 11r. Harrison had conducted a poll of 
tennis players to ascertain if they would be interested in having guests for 
one hour per week oft he three hours presently allocated to them. His pol~, 
he felt, indicated thetthey did. 

Hr. Burke questioned the basic logic of this request since this would mean that 
30% of the tennis players would be non-Newton residents while still not satis
fying all :<ewton residents. Since the courts can only bli'· monitored, a portion 
of the tennis play~ng time, this problem of enforcement, of whatever rules are 
decided upon, is a mojor concern. 

Questions were raised as to how to distinguish a guest who was a Newton resi-
dent - and a guest who was a non-resident. l·lr. Rice moved to table the item until 
the next meeting. Voted 2 opposed, 3 in favor. It will be h€ld for the July 
meeting. 

1·1r. Harrison questioned, out of mat he said was his deep concern, as to why 
the Commission made this ruling to ban non-residents. Dr. Levine, responded 
that last year, due to so many "out of City" play<rs at HSHS, he and th< !1ayor 
had become aware of the abuse of this privilege and the Commission acted upon 
the recommendation, had voted to discontinue this practice. Dr. Levine 
suggests a poll of all tennis play<rs. 

3. Request for a special tennis program to be conducted by Harvey Harrison; 
granting of a permit for this program was requested of the Commission by !·lrs:o 
Arthur. 

Mr. Ferguson moved that the permit be allowed for Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 6 to 8 on fonr courts (not the night~lighted courts) at Newton 
South High School, to be for Newton residents only and in ;a series of five 
sessions, beginning J~~e 18th - and that Recreation shall furnish 4 dozen 
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tennis balls for this program, It was so voted, 

?1r, Burke noted that the Kecreation Com;'ilission owes ar, Harrison a debt of 
thanks. 

4, A, Representatives from Hard School and Terry D1Eugenio, Architect, requestinp; 
consideration of a ro osal for an"inovational" la ground at the school: Hrs. 
Ne son Baker, representing the Hard Pl'A, expressed the wishes; of the group. 
This will again, be a full community project with parents, school and children 
joining in to make this playground a reality. A complete mock-up of the design 
was shown the Commission, 

Hr. Burke moved that Recreation Cormnission allow Terry D1Eugenio and the l~ard 
School group to go ahead with plans to use land which they indicated was 
available, l1r, Nelson Baker, Commission members will also be on the Comrnittee 
and working on theproject, 

B. Request for inovational playground at }l€morial was also presented, An area 
at Hemorial, approved by their "parent committee", adjacent to present play 
area and compatible for supervision seemed agreeable to all, Hr. ~erguson moved 
that design and location of inovational playground be authorized by Recreation 
Commission, subject to the approval of the •~ard r-epresentative, Dr, Levine (who 
will inspect it tomorrow hight - Tuesday, June 18th), 

Hr. Ferguson commended Terry D1Euginio on his various presentations of the many 
inovational playgrounds throuout !Iewton, noting how heas has gone through the 
proper channels; how well they presented and well handled, working cooperatively 
with various PTA 1s, At this count over the past 2 years, there are now about 
eleven (11) inovaJ:ional playgrounds in Newton, all planned by "'r, D1Eugenio, in 
cooperat"ion with rtecreation C'ommission and various parents and school:;;, 

5, S~~er programs, personnel and art programs: Commissioner Penney reported 
that summer programs are all ready to open with Crystal Lak< and Gath Pool opened 
for general swL~, June 8th and lessons to begin on the 26th of June, at the close 
of school, Sailing program is underway and playgrounds opening July lst, 
Additionally, Gail forman •~11 bL supervising many additional art and music 
programs this summer with conc6fs, movies, art classes in various medias and 
a musical production of "Fiddler on the no of", 

Youth Center programs has requested aproval of funding by Recreation for their 
sumner program, They will be operating drop in centers, etc. ::r, Burke moved 
that P.ecreation Commission ap'•rove contract for the beginning of July ;rith 
the Youth Centers and it was so voted, 

b, Request by Hrs. Arthur for the Commission to consider that the Recreation 
Commission meeting be held on othEr than l1onday evenings, which conflicts 
with School Co~~ttee and Aldermanic meetings and that the place of meeting 
be chaneed to City Hall, 

Dr, Levine noted that the entire Recreation Department will be moved to City 
Hall as soon RS the re-assessment is completed buy that, at present, space is 
.f8a+,fi,G '&t City Hall, 

Hrs, Arthur moved that Recreation Co~~ssion meetings be held at City Hall until 
such time as the department was moved to City Hall - and- on other nights then 
Aldermanic or School Committee meetings, Only 1 person voted in favor and the 
motion was denied. 

llr! Burke moved th?t th: ~ecr~ation.Commission1meet1ng evening be changed, in 
&J1:QGr not te 98Itf±l:et w1.:t" :k±d:eruat:l.;J e at ~chao---
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order not to conflict with Aldermanic or School Committee meet~ngs. (Dis
cussion disc.losed that !1onday seemed to be the only evening most members were 
avaiLblE). It >las voted to change the meetings to the second Honday or the 
month, (next meeting July 8th at N Cr-:oscent. Street). 

7. R.!presentatives from \/omen's Twilight League- various teams represented. 
Marilyn Sicarella spoke for the group generally.~ They protested that they had 
played half of a season on poor fields and felt·that the men should give way
also Little League. Felt that fields were not maintained as should be and want 
equal maintenance with men's league. i·lr. LeConti from Little League responded 
to their complaint of inequality by saying that he felt the children came before 
any adult teams - men or womeQ. 

Commtssioner Penney pointed out to them that once Little League was finished at 
the end of June, they would have the opportunity to play on thos fiLlds - es
pecially Lyons. Again, it was pointed out to them that maintenance personnel is 
limited and each field cannot be groomed as desired. EverJ effort is made to 
provide equal care and maintenance for all teans and leagues -male and female. 

8. Re uast from S cial Lducation PTA 
transportation for a hockey program at 
for retarded children. ~unding would cost an estimated 
and is not provided for in the 1975 fiscal budget. 

artment to su 1 taxi 
on Saturday afternoons 
amount of $1,200.00, 

Hr. Rice suggested that the mini-bus be used for this program instead of taxis. 
Commissioner Penney said that it has always been the practice to provide a taxi 
for these children in a controlled situation. 

The only alternative is to request fund!ing from the 11ayor and Board of Aldermen. 
;•!r. Ferguson moved that Recreation request funding of $1,200.00 from the Hayer 
and Board of Aldermen - and - that "ecreation explore the possibility of "line" 
transfer within the budget of Recreation also. Voted unanimously. 

9. Representative from baseball team, the Oak Hill Cubs: International League 
has a team fee of 860.00 which they have experienced difficulty in raising. 
They presently have only $15.00 toward the total. The young man requested some 
direction as to how they could go about raising the· rest. Hrs. Arthur suggested 
that a really good money maker would be a car wash - and she'd be their first 
customer! 

10. Cost of tickets for "Fiddler on the Eoof". Suggestions were solicited from 
thoseppresent, 11rs. Phillips of the Times suggested that $1.00 for student tickets 
and $2.00 for adults seemed an amount acceptable to most. Hr. Burke moved that 
Sl.OO for 16 and under and $2.00 for adults be stt for ticket charges for the 
production of Fidditer on the P..oof", it was so voted. 

11. Tennis Poll: the ouestion again arose as to how best to get the feeling 
of Newton residents regarding the non-resident guest on Newton reserve courts. 
Explored was the possiblility of sending out postcards to the approximate 1000 
Newton tennis permit holders and have them returned to Recreation with their 
opinions. 

Possible questions suggested were: Would you approve of a guest permit, in 
which case you would lose one hour of you present tbree hours allocated 
reserved time? Hould you be in favor of a :rewton tennis pe:rmit holder being 
able to bring a non-resident guest at $2.00 for one hour per week, forfeiting 
one hour of your present court time? 
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Mr. Ferguson moved to prepare a questionairre to all present permit holders 
Hf Newton tennis permits asking the question that if an outsider was to be 
allowed to play as a guest of a tennis player, would that tennis player be 
agreeable to losing one hour of his 3 present reserved playing times per 
week, and the guests be charged $2,00 per hour, So voted, 

11eeting adjourned at 10:40 P.M. 

Respectfully s~~tted, 

!1, Lesbirel 
Secretary 

\1\D 
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IIDlTm! RECREATION COHi!ISSION 

July 8, 1974 Heeting 

Present: Commissioner Russell J, Halloran, Chairman Dr, Burton D, Levine, 
Vice-Chairman Francis Rice, Hessers. Paul J. Burke, Nelson Baker, 
Howard Ferguson, ilrs. Lynne Arthur and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secre
tary. !1any guests were also present representing Little League, 
Tennis, Newspapers and neighborhhod areas, 

Heeting was called to order by Chairman Dr, Levine at 7:50P.M. 

Minutes of June meeting accepted as read, with the correction of omission 
of Mrs. Arthur's name as voting opposed to ticket cost for "Fiddler on the 
Roof", 

1. Question as to why an agenda item requested by Mrs. Arthur was not 
included on the printed agenda? This occurred due toa misunderstanding 
of the item. Hr. Burke assured her that any item could be added tothe agenda 
by a member of the Commission at the time of the meeting under "new !Jusiness". 

2. MonthlY reports of activities were provided to eavh member, At this 
time, Commissioner Halloran reported that he had attended the pre-season 
ortentation program for the summer leaders. He reported that all play
ground and swim facilities had opened, and due tot he intense heat, all 
areas were experiencing heavy use, He also reported that there were many 
instances of vandalism overthe 4th holiday, 

Comissioner Halloran told the Com~ssion that, for their continued in
formation, he would bring in various recreation personnel from time to 
time, during the various seasons to rlescribe programs, etc. At this time, 
he presented Mrs. Gail Forman, coordinator of the summer Cultural Arts Program, 

Cultural ARts has been having a full program this swnner, This has in-
cluded Square Dancing, Puppet Shows, Jazz Concerts and Hovies. These 
programs have been arranged throughout the City so that all citizens could 
enjoy them in their immediate neighborhoods, There is no charge for the 
programs and Mrs, Farnan plans to have 2 or 3 events during each week, 
Gail said she felt that part of the success of thss program was due to 
the fact that more people seemed to be staying in Newton this year -
possibly due to energy crisis. She also reported that this week there will 
be a special drama program beginning - also, three craft classes for adu+ts, 
Qui:lting, Needlepmint and Printing. 

~Irs. Arthur mentioned that NNHS playground wanted contacp with the Cul
tural Arts program. :-1r. Ferguson, as representative of the Commission in 
that area, voiced the query as to why they didn't contact him? It was 
also suggested that they contact Esther Toher for arts and crafts for the 
playground. 

Dr, Levine, on behalf of the Commission, commended Hr,s Forman on her 
Cultural Arts program and her efforts to make this a success. 

3, Report on adult tennis lessons conducted by Harvey Harrison at Newton 
South High School Courts. Mr. Harrison reported that 32 people took ad
vantage of these lessons. He divided the group into 2 groups, thereby 
making it possible to not only give lessons: to an advanced tennis group, 
but also to a slightly less advanced group, Five lessons were held, and 
the general feeling, he said was that all wanted more lessons, Unfrlr
tunately, he will not have the time to conduct a series, but would be 
willing to come to one lesson& as an"advisor". r1rs. Arthur said that 
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the lessons by Hr. Harrison were superb 
feels the Commission owes him a vote of 

7 ...IJ..-114 If\·. • 5 .... v .,....., 1 
"' _,...._ J \\" 

and incredibly instructive. She 
thanks. 

4. Tennis survey: A tennis survey conducted at the reserved courts at 
Neuton CEntre, Burr and NS!!S was judged inadequatE by Mr. Ferguson. He 
feels that all tennis permit holders 5ould be contacted. 

(The question of at ennis survey conducted by letter and return post card 
was considered at the June meeting. The cost would be approximately $180.00 
for 1,000 permit holders). Mr. Ferguson felt strongly that the department 
should go ahead with this type of poll. 

Hr. BPker motioned to reopen the item whcih ~•a s tabled in June. 

Discussion provided many different opinions. Hr. liittenberg, a Newton 
Centre tennis player, said that according to statistics, 25% response in 
a random sampligg of this type is a valid response and can be considered 
representative of the total. 11r. Harrison agreed that the response from 
tennis players had been good, also. However, Hr. Ferguson still maintained 
that the will of the Commission, according to his motion and vote of the 
Commission, had not been fulfilled. 

}!r. Baker motioned that the 1974 tennis rules be ammended to allow a 
Newton tennis permit holder, once a week,to have a nonQresident guest 
for 1 hour at a fee of $2.00. In return, the Newt0n permit holder will 
lose one ho~ of his allowable 3 hours per week time. 3 in favor, 3 opposed. 
Dr. Levine broke the tie by votingas opposed and the motionwas defeated. 
Hr. Fitzpatrick then moved to carry out the will of the Commission at 
the June meeting - so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Ferguson said at this time, he is not opposed to non-residents, but 

(~es T::s t::l::i::n p:~ ~~;~:: t :::;=~:~ ... ~~~~. Arthur ~o:e~. that a 
permit holder, of any hge, be give equal rights on any courss. Voted 
unanimously, 
--,.;..-.==·~ " 

6. Discussion concerning the "hut" at Newton Centre, by :1rs. :Janey 
Ruggiero. 11r.s Ruggiero, out af concern and interest in organized 
sports for girls, came to the meeting to ±.;vy and determine exactly what 
the policy for admittance was at the Newton Centre fieldhouse known ali 
the "hut". She stated that the front door always appeared to be locked, 
one had to knoek and was then let in. Adults were not welcomed, and no 
information seemed to be arailable as to what organized snorts were avail
able - particularly for girls. It appeared that boys seemed to be favored• 

Commissioner Halloran said that he would meet with the Newton Centre 
SupervisOr and the playground leader to investigate. 

Mrs. Arthur also suggested that Commissioner Halloran investigate 
activities between midnight and morning which had been called to her 
attention by confidential sources. 

7. Consideratmon of policy ~rocedure on permits and actigities where 
permits are necesary, i.e. - swimming, etc. Commissioner Halloran 
asked the Co~~ssion for their direction in granting permits, at no 
charge, to groups or special cases. 

!1r. 'lurke moved to leave to the discreti~n of the Com:nissioner, all 
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similar requests - so voted unanimously. 

B. Report on Planning Committee of the Board of Aldermen joint meeting 
with Recreation Commission on June 27th. This meeting originally set for 
June 25th by Chairman of the Planning Co~~ttee Jackson, was changed on 
short notice to the 27th. lihile Commission members were contacted by 
telephone about this changer:, many had previous committments and of the 
group, one who had not thought he'd be available and one that the sec
retary had been unable to contact, but who was notified by Alderman Schur, 
came to the meeting. 

Alder~ Jackson and his committee, instead of postponipg the meeting, voted 
to hold it in spibte of onLy 2 new members of Recreation Commission being 
present. The Recreation Commission received sharp criticism from the 
newspapers as a result of this meeting. The Chairman <.nd the Commission~ 
au a group, was very upset, since they felt unjust criticism was leveled 
at them. Dr. Levine proposed to respond tot he City Planning Co~~ttee 
and asked for the direction of the group. 

Mr. Baker moved to aLlow the Chairman of the Recreation Commission, Dr. 
Burton Levine, to draft a letter to Alderman David Jackson oft he City 
Plann~ng Committee of the Board of Aldermen, to clarifY the position of 
the Recreation Commission in not attending. So voted unanimously. 

9. New Business: A. l1r. Burke again mentioned the need for a tape recorder 
for 6ommission meetings. Since the money is now in the budget, the purchase 
can be made. B. Mr. Burke requested that Com~ssioner Halloran obtain a 
legal ruling from the City Solicitor on the two following i terns: 

1. Why playground leaders can no longer drive children in their own cars 
to various playground events? 

2. Legal ruling on duties, obligations, powers of the Recreation Com
mission and theCommissioner - sort of a "job title" needed. note: 
The comment was made that Terry Norris, Aldei'IllBil, is currently 
studying this as to duties, etc., and there may be a City ordinance 
change proposed shortly to the Board of Aldermen. 

c. Special ~!eeting at City Hall - a public hearing - on Capita.!. Iml'l'ovement 
programs of Recreation Departme.nt. 

~~.Burke suggested that Chairman and Commissioner work out detqils. Some 
guidelines to media should be set up with long range forecast; funds which 
will be available; request for input of ideas, etc. This should be arranged 
prior to August 1st City Planning Committee meeting with the Hayibr on 
Capital Improbements. 

If City Hall - such as Aldermanic Chambers or suitbble substitues are not 
available, investigate some other area where a large group could assemble. 
l~. Burke also suggested a paid advertisement to alert citizens to this 
hearing. Commissioner anticipates approximately 100 attending. 

D. Hr. James '!urphy, Senior Recreation Supervisor, of the department has 
advised the Co~~ssion by letter, that he is taking a leave of absence due 
to medical reasons. 

E. l1r. Ferguson admonished the Commission that when they leave the meetings, 
they should not criticize or discuss the Commission a r Commissioner. !!e 
felt th£ loyalty demands unity and all members should show respect for both 
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Commission and Co~~ssioner, 

Motion by ;,!r, Rice to adjourn - opposed by Hrs. Arthur, but overruled by 
Chairman Levine, Meeting adjourned at 11:17 P.~l. 

1-!arjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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HEARING HELD AT CITY HALL 

BY: Newton Recreation Commisoion 

ON: Capital Improvements 

DAT~: July 24, 1974 

Chairman, Dr. Burton D. Levine, opened the hearing, held in the Aldermanic 
Chambers at City Hall at 7:45 P.M. with a brief statement of introduction 
stat ;_ng the purpose of the meeting to the Newton citizens present as an 
ezchange of ideas from the citizenry to the Commission as to futureplans 
for Recreation in the field of Capital Improvements. 

Ideas expressed were: 

That Recreation consider long-ran~e planning for natural area for 
passive recreation sui table for ~enior citizens, ~mprovement of 
swimming area at Crystal Lake and the sugF'estion that more eqnipment 
be purchased for the chilrren of the 5 year old level. 

~more use be made of the sports facilities at both high schools. 

That small children and older people should have more recreation 
Ciiithe North side of the City - suggest "pocket parks." 

That the City consider the purchase of the nearly bankrupt skating 
facility known as the Charles River Skating Rink since natural ice 
in the City depends upon weather, and schedules for programs cannot 
be maintained. 

That improvements be considered for Lyohs Field and parkinF' area 
be provided. 

That the so-called "dumpsite" in ~lest Newton - Auburndale continue 
to be supported as a recreation site and the $10,000.00 originally 
earm~ked for this area remain available. 

That the $40,010.00 considered for Newton Highlands be spent for 
tennis an~ a portion thereof to be used for purchase of equipment 
for small children and some benches for the park. 

That lightinr arain be requested (this was withdrA!<n rlue to energy 
crisis), for Albemarle baseball anrl football, Newton Twilight 
Leagues. 

That Recreation make every effort to acouire as mnch open space 
available within the city, at this time, as possible, on the premise 
that open space land is ~radually disappearing end shortly will not 
be available. (a very detailed report of the City, its "Open Space", 
both publtc and privately owned, plus a carefully charted map was 
shown to the group for their interest by Harold Mahon of Auburndale. 
While he is a me~ber of the Conservators, he spoke, in this particular 
case, he said, as a private citizen. He urped the Commission to re
view the budget and do their utmo~.._ to acauire any open-space lanr'. 
now available.) 

-y\ 
\ 
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(In an aside by Mr. Burke and Mr. Ferguson, it was brought out that 
while recreation is always interested in acquiring land, it must 
also consider that areas presently occupied. Many of these areas 
presently need improvement and upgrading, and that first priority 
must be maintenance and improvement of current facilities.) 

That there is currently 1 acres of land in the Newton Chestnut Hill 
area in the vicini•y of the so-called Webster Land, which is being 
contemplated for development - possible hi~h-rise buildin~s. It 
was ur~ed that Recrea.tion at•empt to acquire this choice naturall§rnd, 
generally in a wild state with brooks, rorks, trees and small wild 
animals, much the same, it wa,, said, as in Colonial Days. 

That the Hqwthorn Park a~ea, plus Stearns and Allison Park and the 
EdWin 0. Childs building in Nonantum, as was recom~ended in a 
citizens study and report for improvements from 1972 ~o 1977 again 
to be brought forth - such as: gym floor (Mr. Burke noted that this 
had already been done), a new -~ng, lights for Pop Warner Football 
teams, lights for tennis, should be tennis courts at Stearns, possi
bility of acquiring more land at ftllison althou~h they would rather 
see development of present facility. It was also sugp,ested that 
lights at Albemarle be ins+alled for baseball and football. 

A 5 minute recess was held at this time. 

That according to statistics, population of children in Newto·1, of 
play ground age, had declined, and that based upon these figures, 
Recreation should not "snatch land just because it'' there". Play
grounds that are po~rly attended cuch as Warren Jr. High, Franklin 
and Wallington, she claims, should be discontinued as they are not 
Wa"rented. Rather than thinkin!' about playgrounds for children, 
should be thinking about arults and pley~rounds for them. 

(Mr. Burke said that just because a person drove by a playground 
and didn't see anyone there, it was not a rri~eria of attendance. 
ManY of the playground programs a~e held in a variety of a"eas 
and they could bP at any one of these - or - away on a play~round 
trip. Ma. Halloran als·o noted that there are many factors to be con
sidered - while some schools may close - nothing as yet has been 
decided and would be depend nt unon School Department action. 
Total consideration could not be made until these points had been 
cleared.) 

That lvinchester Street area could be develooed. A former study 
recommended pool, tennis, boating and fishing facilities, plus 
natural land spll.ce. Or - an alternative of a 9 hole golf course, 
just for cnildren, to be operated by tne Recreation Department. 
A lighting suggestion fer Albemarle, where 2 light poles mi nt 
be installed that swivel and provide lights on both sides - lignt
pool and also baseball field. Also, the suggestion that a 
bubble avain be considered for winter use at the Gath Pool. Also, 
additional consideration for a handi-cappEd vwim prograM during tne 
winter at the N~~S pool. 
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(It was explained that Mayor Mann had nat wanter to go forth with 
the idea of CO'-'~ring Gath Pool last yel!r with +he opening of the 
Newton North High School Pool facility. He felt that a new decision 
should be made another yPar, If a real need appears to exist for 2 
winter swim facilities, it can again be considered,) 

That Hunnewell Hill needs further development, 150 children in the 
area now, poor access to area, needs gracling also. .sixteen (16) 
months ago a plan for development of this area was presented to 
formen Commissioner and was child oriented, Since then, the area 
has been changed somewhat and residents are now look ng for more 
a''ult recreation - such as tennis, etc. They suggest original plan 
now be re-thought. One sug['estion was for a lighted baseball field 
on this site. 

At this time, Dr. Levine closed the meeting with the following 
suggestion - that Recreation Commission hold similar meetings four 
times a year to get public input as to Recreation prorrams of fac
ilities. 

This meeting was well publicised, but Mrs. Arthur expressed dis
appointment that not more people attended. It was expected that 
many more peopl' would conceivably be interested. Only about 40 
people were in attendance, including newspaper cov~rage. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 

Marjorie Lesbiral 
Secretary 
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lJE\JTO!I RFCREATIO;j COHNISSION MEEI'ING 

August 12, 1974 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice
Chairman Francis Rice, 11essers. Howard ?erguson, P'ml Burke, Frank Fitz
?atrick, Nelson Baker and '1arjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Heeting_held at Newton City Hall, Room 209, Called to order by Chairman Dr, 
Burton JJ. Levine at 7:30pm. Seven (7) visitors present, includi:1g press 
representatives. 

1. Hinutes ~f July Recreation Comrnission meeting accepted as circulated. 

2. Reports of monthly Recreation activities and maintenance distributed to 
members. Commissioner Halloran spoke enthusiastically about the on-going summer 
programs, Hot, humid weather, he says, have been uncondusive for regular 
playground activities, but great for swim areas. Recreation programs have been 
fast-paced and productive - with lots of trips and special activities ex
tended to all ages. 

J, Consideration of alcoholic beverage consumption on playgrounds: The 
Commission gave serious consideration to this question. Commissioner Halloran 
called attention to the fact that Police Chief Quinn was present ay the 
Aldermanic meeting this evening. They are studying this problem and the im
pact upon this City. l1r, Halloran feels strongly that drinking is tied to the 
ever increasing amount of v andalism. Hr. Burke endorses his stand and noted 
that he has been a ware of drinkine on the playground starting around 7pm, and 
today, he observed younger children drinking as ear~y as 4pm. 

On April 22nd, the Commission went on record as supporting anti-drinking on 
the playground ordinance proposed by Chief Quinn. It was felt that additional 
support should be given to the Chief again, who was before the A~derment this 
eveninr. 

ryaul Burke moved that the Recreation Commission go on record endorsing the 
proposed ordinance which limits the comsumption of all alcoholic beverages 
from all playgrounds, except as a permit is issued by the Recreation Depart
ment or Police Department. Unanimously voted infavor. 

4. Possibility of moving Recreation Commission meetinGs to another site, i.e., 
City Hall, or one of the schools. Prior research disclosed that a suitable 
location at City Hal~ may be reserved by the Commission for their meetings. 
This location would provide more visitor space and also be more accessible for 
exchange of ideas between Aldermen and the Commssion, (Send letter to Alder
men stating that "in order to be nore accessible, Com-:Ussion will, from now 
on, meet at City Hall".) 

S. Possible relocation of Suptrvisor 1 s offices to another snace, Com~~ssioner 
Halloran advanc8d the suggestion, that for more convenience and efficiency, 
the supervisors be relocated into the larger of the two upstairs rooms, at 
the department offices. The conference table could be noved into the smaller 
office, to be used for staff meetings, etc. The only cost would be the changes 
for th£ telephone lim-s. 

The Commission felt that Commissioner HallOran should handle this ad
ministratively and his solution to the overcnm-rded ccmdition at present, ••as 
a r,ood one. 
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Report on "Fiddler on the Roofu Production. Near capacity audiences attended 
THE PERFOID'J\NCES ill SPITE OJ<' TERRIFIC HEAT and a broken air-conditioning ,, 
system. Commissioner Halloran commented that it was his impression that 
much time and hard work had gone into this well presented and well planned 
musical under Recreation sponsorship. Approximately 
160 students from jr~ high, high school and college, many com ing after 
work, rehearsed and put on th is musical play. Dr. Levine, Chairman of the 
Commission, attended the final performance, presenting to the stars and cast, 
a telegram and bouquet from the Recreation Commission. 

A financial report was presented to the Co~~ssion. 

Mr. Ferguson moved that the Recreation Commission send a letter to Mr. 
Good and Mr. Smith, co-producers at the high school, expressing appreciation 
for the fine performance of "Fiddeer on the Roof", also to the Mayor and 
the Board of Aldermen. 

7. Report on Youth Commission meeting. Nelson Baker reported that he had 
been invited to attend a very informal meeting held at Judy Alpert's home. 
The main concern of the meeting had been resources and space. While Rec
reation does some funding through the Community Centre and Mr. Bibbo, 
input from both sides is necessary. 

Mr. Burke, who is thoroughly familiar with Community Centre programs, asked 
about the Drop-in Center. It seems that while they start off the season with 
many attending, they do not have a sustaining demand. 

Mr. Halloran, who has been appointed a member of the Youth Commission, has 
been in contact with both Mr. Bibbo and Mr. Cohen and will be working Jlio~ '11 
closely with their needs in the ~~~:-ate fut~~-=: ... ---RAJ..•J±...£1"'-!Utt ... L• 
8. Results of Tennis Surve conducted this month. Commissioner Hali'o~:n~ 
reported that 1, 02 tennis survey cards had been maiied to tennis permit 
holders thismonth. 790 people responded by return mail. Of these replies, 
420 indicated that they did not wish to change the tennis rules to allm< 
non-resident.>guests to paay on Newton courts. Under the circumstances, no 
action was necessary. ·-- ________ -----~~~---~~ 

9. Ken Hagerstrom, representing Newton Youth Hockey Association. In a 
very interesting presentation, Mr. Hagerstrom gave facts and figures of the 
past year and projected figures for the upcoming year. They anticipate about 
620 boys and girls in the program this year. They also plan a shorter 
skating season, probably from November to the end of March. Instead of 
skating mainly at the Newton Skating Rink this year, due to the demand 
from the ice facility for a longer ice-time contract, than they are pre
pared to give, they will genearlly skate at MDC rinks. They hope to re
ceive the $S,Soo.oo earmarked in Recreation budget to defray ice costs. 

Commissioner Halloran said the Mayor has arranged an appointment with 
Commissioner Sears of the MDC, very shortly in his City Hall suite, and he 
expected to be present. He will find outat that time, the extent that 
Newton can depend upon the MDC 6or ice time. 

One problem that the Commission felt was a valid issue, is the lack of 
scholarships in the Youth Hockey program for boys who may wish to be in
volved, but are unable to do so due to the membership cost (presently $7).00). 

Ken Hagerstrom said that while this was true iast year, none had been re
quested. He also asked how they could go about in determining a need. 
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It was suggested that t~e N~wton Youth Hockey Association make a survey 
o~ t~e Newton R~tary, KLwan~s and other Newton organizations who might be 
w~ll~ng.to prov~de scholarships to boys interested in this skating program. 
Ken ~nd~cated he would be glad to do this. He also mentioned that this yea r 
they plant? have an active "equipment swap shop", so that boys will have 
an opportun~ty to trade outgrown equipment. 

10. Request by Commissioner for recommendation from the Commission as re
gards ~o the possibility of waiving the charge for the night lighting for 
a char~t arne to be held at Albemarle Paa round on Au ust 29th. Actually, 
THERE ARE TWO .2 games to be considere at this time, the August 29th game 
for ~he.LeukemLa Fund and a Police Benefit game on September loth. The 
CommLss~on suggested th~t he hand~e this administratively as he saw fit. 

ll. 
by a person own ng 
Commission to only 
ectly on the lake. 

~~. Burke had been apnroach8d 
It has been the policy of the 
citizen owned a home dir-

Hhile this lake is 31 acres in size, it lacks proptr landing area, any an
chorage and no parking. The CoMmission agreed that if it were to be opened 
for boating, with lOO,OJ populntion, the lake would be unsuitable for both 
swimming and boating. It was ggreed that this proposal was out of the question. 

12. Consideration of fee permit and fee schedule for use of NNHS pool and fa
cility ~n upcoming season. Supervisor iran Towle was present to clarify any 
po~nts of the proposal made by Carol Stapleton. 3riefly, it would consLst of 
a picture taken of a proposed permit holder after proper identification had been 
verified, laminated on the spot, costing the applicant ~2.00. It would be 
available immediately and ~t no charge to recreation. 

The only negative reaction seemed to be the fact that a family ><ith several 
children would have a fairly large charge for the group. 

They also considered the question as to ><hether an additional fee charge for 
the use of the facilities should be charged. 

;~. Ferguson moved that picture cards be mc:de for use at ~HIHS complex for October 
through Hay use at no additional fee. Unanimously passed. l!ote: Hr. ''erguson 
made it clear that it was to be left to the descrimination of Recreation 
Commissioner, to ascertain the need for large families - or - late arrivals in 
the city, This, to be worked out with the photographer. It was also suggested 
that a temporary permit, issued at the Recreation Department, should be hand 
carried until a replacement is available, for lost or stolen card~. 

'-~ Halloran noted that Jim Hurphy, Senior Recreation Su~ervisorA ~ho _hadfnob 
tified the Com~ssion at it's last meeting, that he1~~ul be on ea'e o a -
sence due to illness, had returned and seemed very L • 

· ' · t · ~s at City Hal.l. They .will '\le held 
The Com~iss~on agreed to contt~ue_t~st~~eei~~ption oYOctober mee~~ng, .uue to 
on the 3rd ;1onday o~ each mon = d til the 4th J!onday for this one tJ.me, 
Rosh Hashanah, it w~ll be postpone un 

t . d' urned at l0:32.P.:1. 
l1ee wg a J 0 Respectfully submitted, 

l·!ar jorie Lesbirel, Secretary 
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NTIITOlf RECP..EATI01l CO:.I'IISSIOll 11EETING 

HINUTES 

SEPI'El!BlP.. 231 1974 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairwm Dr, Burton D. Levine 1 Vice-chairman 
Francis Rice, !)iessers Paul Burke, Frank Fitzpatrick!,: Nelson Baker, Howard 
Ferguson, Mrs. Lynne Arthur & l!arjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Hrs, Josephine Pepper, new V/ard 6 Cormnission appointee, as yet unconfirmed, was 
invited by !1r. Halloran to attend, but due to previous cormU.ttment, she was 
unable to do so, 12 visitors were also present, 

Heating called to order at 7:35 Pt1 by Chairman Dr, Le. vine. ~linutes of the August meeting 
were accepted as circulated. 

1, Hrs, George l!ichaels of Islington P..oad, Auburndale re amplifier at ~uburndale 
Park in conjunction with picnics and outings: Nine citizens from the area k'1own as 
the Peninsula, attended this meeting to beseech the Recreation Department to regulate 
the volume of sound em:Ltting from amplifier used at the area during suramer months, 
This past summer, they say, has been particularly trying, with several groups even 
playing "hard rock" at top volume, At that time, a Sunday, they called Police, Rnd 
the Mayor since the Recreation Department offices ·trere not open, 

Commission members as a group, were very sympathetic to this problem and 
Commissioner Halloran reco~mended that, in the future, written permission should be 
obtained from the Recreation Commission for any amplified sound, in addition to the 
regular permit issued by use of a playground. 

Hr. Bakln' moved "' and it was so voted, that the Recreation Com"lission vest the 
Recr<'ation Comnissioner with authority to issue permits prohibiting or limiting, use 
of playground, with regard to amplified or live music or souhd, without expressed 
authority to allow and to Hithdraw such permission, as he sets fit, 

Mr. Burke expressed his disappointment that the Police had not felt that they 
could £nforce lowering of sound in response to complaint, Apparently an old law allow
ing band concerts, prevented this. Mr. Ferguson suggested that Mr. Halloran look 
into this old ordinance and see what options were available, 

2, Dr. Peterson and Mrs, Brinton (Special Ed) regarding a request 'or bus transporta-
tion for about 27 "special children" to a hockey program to be held on Saturday mornings 
through ice time donated for this program at the Fessenden School rink at an approximate 
cost to Recreation Department of $1 1 000, 

Mrs, Brinton informed the Commission that the 
5th and end some time in April, At present, there 
program (2 of these have t~eir own transportation) 

program would begin about October 
are 23 children interested in the 
Conceivably there wiLL be more, 

Hr, HalLoran said that he has conferred with Hr, Salter, administrative Assist
ant to :1ayor I!ann reg.~rding this possibility, Unfortunately Recreation does not have 
funds within their budget and would require additional funds to be appropriated for 
this use. Apparently transportation by cab rather than bus would be most appi'Opriate 
and funds would have to be requested for this purpose, vlith this in mind, Dr. Levine, 
Chairman, suggested that Hr. HalLoran on behalf of the Recreation Department, request 
$11 00:),from the Hayor for cab fare for this program, permitting a slight flexibility 
in case of extra children who may wish to come into the program, 
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llr. Ferguson moved, and it was so voted, that Recreation Commissioner Halloran 
r.-quest $1,000 for transportation by cab for a group of retarded children for a special 
hockey prop,ram on Saturday mornings (and also explain to the Finance Commission that 
this amount is a 5~ State refundable program), 

and Newton Athletic Association request for special permission to hold 
game at I ewton High ands field on October 25th at 6:00 pm to 

They anticipate earning approximately $1,000 on this evening through do:1ations 
and food conc€ssions to defram the cost of their football program for the year, 

Discuosion brought Gut concern for neighbors in the vicinity, Some find lights 
and noise objectionalble, 11r, Pasquarosa assured the gro''P that every effort, even 
prior to the 'date of th£· game, will be made to contact and €Xpress concern and explain 
to people in the area that this is just a one day affair, He also agreed that they 
liould clean up the area afterward. 

Mr. Burke moved, and it was so voted, that a permit be granted to the Newton 
Athletic Association for a football game and special lighting (expense and installation 
to be borne by NAA) on October 27th from 6:00pm to 9:30 pm, at the Newton Highlands 
playground, 

Re crt on end of summer season for cultural arts b Gail Forman: Mrs, Forman, at the 
invitation of Commissioner Ha loran, attended this meeting, She provided each Co~~ssiot 
member with a written report of her Cultural Arts programs throughout the summer and 
made suggestions as to how they might be improved or extended, 

Ath this meeting, she provided a very interesting slide program and commentary 
bep,inning with a variety of color slides from "Fiddler on the Roof", going on to the 
Boyd Park Square Dance program, then to the inovational Drama Program of the classic 
"Cinderella", and finally to the quick moving, Eleanor Boyland, and her puppets. 

Com"ussioner Halloran complimented P~s. Forman on a well done program and said 
that he and Mrs, Firman would be meeting shortly to plan how best to use the balance 
of mJnies 5_n the amount of $4,000 for a program, genErally along these lines, for this 
upcoming fall and winter, 

Dr. Levine, Chairman, strongly co:nmended Gail for this year 1 s neu and unique program 
and suggested that consideration of funds for next years program be requested 
in the upcoming budget 6or the 1975 & 1976 year, 

Mr. Ferguson moved, and it was so voted, that the Co~oissio:1 go on redord in 
expressing appreciation to Gail Forman and her helpers, for inaugurating this successfUl 

· • program. 

5. }!urray Roads School Reauest: A young man contacted Dr. Levine, Chairman, regarding the 
possibility of installing a basketball hoop at the school for the use of students at 
the school. ~~. Halloran also spoke with them and it was nuggested that they attend 
tonight 1 s Recreatio:J Commission meeting. Evidently they were not going to attend since 
no one arrived, 

' Mr. Ferguson felt strongly that this request should be directed to the Schoo~ 
Department rather than RecrEation since Hurray Roads is a school ground, 

Hrs. Arthur wondered if Recreation might not consider doing it since this type 
of eqn' pment could be something already on hand and not an expensi '.'e item. Mr, Ferguson 
was adament however, in maintaining that School Department should b~ contacted, and 
offered to contact them himself. 
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Dr. Levine, however, felt it more appropriate if Cowrlssioner Halloran contacted the 
Principal of the schooL. Mr. Burke moved that Co~trissioner Halloran contact School 
Principal with the request for them to provide the basketball hoop and not. However, 
if not avaiLble, the RecrEation Commission at his discntion, to be allowed the 
fleY~biLity to install a used basketball hoop and net. Voted to accept with Mr. 
Ferguson oppossed. 

Report on maintenance and vandalism: A written report wes provided by Frank Shea, 
Recreation Foreman - plus some comments and the costs of vandnlism from July to the 
present. Eve"y increasing vandalism, Hr. Halloran says, is costing the taxpayers of 
the City of newton, money which might be used for constructive purposes instead of rc:'c·i 
repair. Tljis is currently a very large problem and as yet, no one has come up with the 
solution. 

ParticuLarly disturbing to Commissioner Halloran is 1 not only the cost, by the 
physical acts of vandalism - and the change of attitude toward distruction of property 
in just a few years. 

Mrs. Arthur informed the Recreation Co~"ission that Newton, through Human Resources 
wiLl now have four 11Street Workers" on a year - a - round basis and hopefu.J.ly comwuni
cation will increase between those who create the vandalism - and thos~ who SE<k to 
alleviate it. 

Y.r. Halloran says he has been meeting, and wi.J..I. continUI! to meet with, Hrs. ,Jane 
Pitt of H~n Resources Department, Father CoyLe of the Youth ComMission and others who 
are interested and working on these probLems of alienation. 

7. Commissioner Halloran's Report: A written report was presented to members of the Red. 
Commission itimizing meetings and activities att•nded by the Commissioner. He also 
reported that the summer season was successfuLLy over and whiLe the hot humid weather 
was not conductive to a Lot of athlet1c activity in the playgrounds, swimming was trem-. 
endous with over 72,000 peop.1.e using the Newton Recreation SwiMilling outdoor fac1.1.1ties ,, 
during the month of August alone! 

Hr. Ha.L.Loran also commented on Recree+,i > 1 .Jepartment publicity this surC!lller and felt 
that the department had been well covered, 

Ur, Burke said he was still very troubled about the extent of. vandalism and 
suggested a news release on this important issue, describinr: the damage and cost to the 
citizens of Newton and explaining that this is their own money which is paying forth's, 
In this release, sugg<st to them that when they observe vandalism, they immediately 
report it to the Police and the "Crime Check". Possible with concerned citizens takin;, 
responsibility to do thi.s, we can help. 

Com.trissioner Halloran also reported on the "Jm'Oly Fund" carnivals and said that 
Recreation had received a letter of appreciation from their office, on the chech for 
$450 which was donated to them by Recreation. He also spoke about the Charity game 
Played at Albemarle playground, Hayor !!ann and Commissioner Halloran took part in 
these festivities, uhen a team from !Iewton played Radio Station \'JHDH and not only had 
a lot of fun, but earned still another donation for the "Jimmy F,,nd". 

lh's. P.rthur asked the Cor.mtission members if they would consider a "sport Challenge" 
from a group, unnzmed as yet, for a charity games - if it >ms pres~nted to them? Every
one seemed agreeable. 

8. Hamilton School PTA: Co~ssioner Halloran reported that Hamilton PTA has r<ceived an 
offer of a professionally constructed - to City specifications - basketball court if the 

Recreation Department will provede the asphalt. A regular contractor will donate, not--
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only his time, but his man, in the construction of this court, 
been Harking with llr. Salter of the !!a yon. 1 s office, on f1mds, 

The Commissioner has 

9. 1liscel.ianeous: (a) Consideration might be given for use of the Recreation bus for a 
Com::mnity School project at Oak Hill School (b) The shelter which has bem installed 
at Albemarle Playground will be painted shortly, it was reported, 

10. Photo-ident system: Commissioner Halloran presented to the Commission a full, written 
report of this new system initiated at Newton :Jorth this evening, descrlbing the details 
of cost, availability etc. Hr. Halloran felt that this proposal worked out by Carol 
Stapleton, should provide an efficient, easy system, of identification for !Iewton 
residents wishing to use Recreation spoasored activities and facilities at Jie1iton 
North High School no1<. Conceivable'>• if this proves successful nou, it may be used 
extensively in th~ 'uture - and may be considered for a.Ll Recreation programs, 

11. New Fall & \Vinter Brochure: Commissioner Halloran presented to the Comnission, the 
basic report for Fall & Winter programs. This new brochure in booklet form, is in 
the printing proce -s at present and 1-1ill be ready shortly for the general publtc, It 
will be mailed to as many residents of 1/ewton <·S is possible and gives a day-by-day 
account of programs which will be av~ilable to Newton residents. This colorful, 
professional, report should be of interest to everyone, he feels. 

Meeting adjounred at 10:45 Pc1, The next MeetinG will be held on Haonday, October 21st. 

Respectfully submitted 
Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 
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Newton Recreation Commission Meeting 

October 21, 1974 

Present: Commissioner Russell J, Halloran, Dr, Burton D. Levine, :llhairman, Hr. Francis 
Rice, Vice Chairman (since Dr, Levine was detained, l1r. Rice Chaired this 
meeting) Messers Frank Fitzpatrick, Howard Ferguson, Paul Burke, Nelson Baker, 
l1rs. Josephine Pepper and 11arjorie Lesbiral, Secretary. 

Meeting called to order by Vice-chairman, Mr. Rice, at 7:40 P;.!. 
guests, Doris .. Lelchook, representing League of \lomen voters and 
representing the Newton Times newspaper, 

1. Minutes of September mectinr; accepted as circulated, 

Only t•m 
Don Lev.i<Sonnm 

2. Monthly reports were pre seated to Corm~ission members on programs etc, and also the 
maintenance report. Corn.cd.ssioner Hallo11an reported that the Maintenance department 

has been especially busy at this time, sto~ing summer equipment etc, and preparing 
and marking and working ofi fall fields - particularly for the schools, 

Commissioner HallorRn reported that he had met with Chief of Police, William 
· CUinn and Captain Dargan of the Newton Police Department regarding the new alcoholic 
beverar;e ordinance. The procedures will be that if Recreation Department hs no serious 
opposition and a regular Recreation field permit is issued, the person then takes this 
to the l!ewton Police Department for approval. 

An interesting comment by '1r,Ha2loran, noted that the new Recreation Identifi
cation system initiated this year has been extremely well subscribed to. At the end 
of September, over 2,000 people have already enrolled - a considerRble gain o~er the 
first years attendance. He perceives th8t the keyword here has been effeciency in 
implementation and an excellent staff handling the enrollment. 

As a point of interest, the list of those meetings znd functions attended by 
the Corn:lissioner, were also wnclosed for the Commission's information. 

Mr, Fitzpatrick, at this time, brought up the scheduleing of next Spring's 
fields, It is his hope, he says that the Recreation Department will notify all 
groups that use the fields well in advance so that they will be req ired to provide 
a pre-season schedule of what their needs will be, l1r. Halloran responded than he 
has already made plans for letter~ to be mailed in January 1975, requesting that 
Leagues, teams etc. submit schedule prior to beginning of season so faimr action can 
be taken. 

With relation to this, Hr. Fitzpatrick suggested the possibility of a J number 1 

committee - with the Recreation Com~ssioner - go voer these requests and makezecoQnend
ations. It was strongly refommended by the Conmission however, that Com~ssioner I 
Halloran have the final decision on thise requests. _____-· 

J, Report on monies for Special Education - Transportation to Fessenden School ice - rink 
for an icc-hockey pro&ram to be held on Saturdays, Since the Recreation Department 
did not have, in their current budeet, these monies, Commissioner Halloren went before 
the Aldermanic Board to request them, They were approved, 
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Result of request to Comt:lission for a basketball hoop to be installed at the 
1\!urray Road School. Commissioner Halloran spoke with the principal of this school, 
Hr. Hechem, If t1r. 1-!eecham, who appeared to be in favor, can coi'Je 
up with a basketball standard, the Recreation Department will install it and 
provide a hoop and net. So far, Recreation has hearn nothing more from them. 

5. Bicentennial Plans: Chairman and Co-Chairman for Newton are Alderman Bauckm&n 
and 11rs. Esther SteinbHg. Liason person between them and Recreation Department 
is }Irs. Gail Forman. Commissioner Halloran has also attended some of the 
Bicentennial meeting on planning. Tentative plans, at this time, call for a big 
April 19th parade (the same day as annual Harathon)a 6rystP-l Lake Regatta, a giant 

hth of July fireworks display, a "Village Square" square dance pro;;ram and possible 
a theatrical ')reduction of the hit play, 11 1776. !lore on these plans later. 

6. Upcoming Halloween Plans: A very interestinG history of Newton 1 s Halloween 
programs from 1922 to the presmt w2s provided to the Co.,mssion by Mr. Halloren. 
While interest seems to be declining - six elementary schools and the Junior High age 
group an still actively involv£d. (Of course many of the younger grades, say 
from Kindegarten to Grade h, have their mm Halloween partiLs during the after-
noon tnd the children "trick or treat" during the early evening hours. (Mr. Burke 
Commented that many of the older children often feel too spphisticated to attend 
the school parties.) 

Hrs. Toher, Ha.Lloween coordinator, has met with those School Chairman who 
plan to have parties, plus the Police and Fire Departments and plans for parties 
are going forward by Recreation Department, for another successful evening of 
Halloueen fun. 

Those C:ommiss ·on members that will be available to visit the various parties 
are: Hrs. Pepp£r, Mr. Rice, Mr. Fereuson and Hr. Burke. Commission Halloran and 
11rs. Toher uill, of course, also attend. 

7. S ecial dates for meeting for Ca ital Im rovemtnt and 0 erating BudgEt for 1975-
97 : Capital Improvement budget must he prEsented to thr Planning board by 

NOVember lS~h. Input by the Commission members should be made approximately a 
week, or more, prior to what time in order to allow for typing, collating etc. 
Cornrnissioner Halloran proposed that all Recreaticm Comrri.ssion members, if at all 
possible, plan to attend this important meeting. 

The cons<nsus agreed that November 7th at 7:00:0M, would be the most 
aggreeable to the majority. They wo .Ld like to meet at City Hall, in a room 
appropriate to a .Large group since they plan to solicite Public Opinion. :1r. 
Halloran said that the ne>>spapers would be advised of this open meding and 

each Comr:U.ssio1 member will be notified again, prior to the meeting, by mail. 

At this meetin,;, time will be settled for the meeting, or meet in ;s, necessary 
for the Operating Budget, for the RecrEatio:1 Department. 

8. New Business: 
(a) Dr. Levine, Chairman, said that he ha d not received anytelephong 

calls on Commission business during the entire month regarding comnlaints of 
requests for any changes or additions. He felt that this was quite unusu2l. 

(b) !Ir. Halloran told the Commission that sometime durinG the holiday 
weekend of October 12th the Recreation Department offices were entered tnd some 
equipments such as electric typewriters, Cli.lcu.tator and EJome personal itEms, had 
been stolen. The al2rm system, for some reason, did not go off and the brEa/(was 
not discovered until Tuesday morning. 
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(c) Cornc,issioner Hall.oran reported that while the prEliminary plans for 
the Par-Gaur exercl.se course l.n Augurndal.e were co:rrplete, he is a11aiting Dr, 
Buxbaum's return from Australia - and doubts work can bEgin in ernest before 
next Spring. 

(d) In response to an invitation to individual members of thE Recreation 
Co~~ission to attend a football. gam~ at the NEwton Highlands field on the 25th, 
it was sug~ested that Co~"lissioner Halloran respcmd for the whole group. Dr, Levine, Hr 
Mr. Halloran, ~Irs, Pepper, as of now, plan to attend, Hr. Halloran will 
notify Nick Pasquarosa, President of this Uewton Athletic Associatio'l, that those 
mem'Jers will at tend, 

(e) !lr, Ferguson called to the Com.mssion members attention the fact that 
Bob HacLaughlin, long-time sports worker With boys, and only r•'cently retired 
President of the Newton Youth Hockey Association, had died during the last fEw 
days. He felt that since Bob had long be<n associated uith recrEation and the 
Recreation Department here in the City, the Department night wish to send a letter 
to his widow. 

!~. Burke moved that the Redreation Commission go on record in a letter to 
Bob's widow, in appreciation of his work with youth in the City, (Ite~ was suggested 
that a guide-line could be obtained for this, fran Joseph Karlin, City Clerk, for 
a regular citation on special City Stationary and include the Mayor's signature~ 
All. agreed. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PH. 
on November 18th. 

The next regular meeting wl.ll be hel.d 

Respectfully submitted 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTON RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

SPECIAL RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

on 

CAPITAL IMPRCTiEMENT BUDGET 

November 7, 1974 

This meeting, held at the Publec ·Buildings Department offices at City Hall, was 
called to order by Chairman,Dr. Burton D. Levin<jl, at 7:30 PM. Those Commission 
members present, in addition to the Chairman were: Commissioner Russell J. 
Halloran, Vice-Chairman, Francis Rice, Mrs. Josephine Pepper, Messers Paul J. 
Burke, Nelson Baker, Howard Ferguson, Frank Fitzpatrick and Marjorie Lesbirel, 
Secretary. 

Chairman Dr. Levine, requested that those interested people who were in 
attendance, express their ideas regarding those items which they, as individuals, 
or groups, felt were most important with regards to the proposed new Capital 
Improvement Budget for 1976-1981. 

IDEAS EXPRESSED WERE AS FeLLOWS: 

1 • Mike LeConti speaking on behalf of Youth Hockey Association, suggested that 
the City could use it's ow.n ice-skating rink and suggested that City of Newton 
check into the possibility of purchasing the Charles River Ice Skating Rink -
or see if the Metropolitan District Commission might be interested in purchas
ing this rink since it is now available. (Mayour Mann, it was reported, has 
already met with MDC offia:ials regarding this facility but, as yet, no report 
is available) Mr. Burke commented that many ice-rinks around the vicinity of 
Boston are closing now- probably due to the high cost of energy at present. 

2. Fran Mahoney, representing the West Little League, suggested that a parking 
facility at Lyons Playground, be considered since :bhe only parking presently 
is out along Commonwealth Avenue. He also suggested that an additional ball 

e · field. could be built on the other side of the fence. Unfortunately, this 
would entail the removal of several trees in a grove - whimh Mr. Mahoney does 
recommend. 

3-

4. 

Mr. Mahoney also recommended that several fenced in tot-lots where schools are 
located, be built. Mr. LeConti stated that this had been done in watertown at 
the Parker School, and including equipment, cost $3,500. Both Mr. Mahoney & 
Mr. LeConti said they thought this ideal for small children and as it was fenced, 
would not interfere with other activities and children would be safeguarded. 

Harvey Harrison, representing Newton Tennis Associates, provided the Commission 
with a written evaluatipn report of Newton's tennis facilities. They feel that 
Recreation should have a more effective priopity and they would like to know 
how they can help further. 

Their report carried a heavy priority on the South side of Newton, Mr. Burke 
pointed out. Since there are already many regular, plus lighted, courts an this 
side of the City, other areas seemed to need additional facilities, Mr. Burke 
felt. Mr. Harrison claimed that socially and economically, his priorities were 
justified. 

A gentleman from the Albemarle park area noted that this area now feel short
changed on tennis courts. It was reported that there are plans with in the City 
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to bUiLd tennis courts at Day Jun1or High Schoo~. 
a rea~ need in this area, Mr. Burke felt. 

This would certainLy aLleviate 

Dr. Jack WnLttenberg of Newton Highlands, lives and plays tennis, in newton 
Centre and he realizes that !Iewton Centre courts could stand inprovements - but -
he does not feel that this should be done at the expense of another area. 

The idea for "tennis clusters" in the City of Newton was advanced by Hr. 
Harrison, He felt that this would be the best manner in \lhich to serve the 
com~unity. This idea, provides a group of tennis cou.-ts where all levels of 
tennis could be played, in acentral area, (His recom~endation was Newton Centre) 

Commission nembers generally felt that tennis courts should be spread over 
the entire City of Newton, 

5, John Bliss, loosely a representative from Cabot trea (he does not represent any 
one group but is interested in the area), Prior to this meeting, he made an 
appointment with Commissioner Ha~loran to discuss the nonies, which he had been 
given to understand, were availble for equipment and improvement of Cabot Park, 
in the amount of $12,00Q, 

6. 

His suggestion that the Commission Ward representative should come to Cabot 
ani meet with him were diverted, to suggest that it might be better if he were 
to contact the Cabot PTA - or some Community organizati~n, for input from the 
entire Community rather than to request eqUipment or :facilities which may, or 
may not be, what the people of the area desire. 

If, as was discussed this Spring, the tennis courts arc resurfaced into 
hard court surface courts, approximately $10,000 will be needed for this work, 
but of course, will make a dramatic inprovement in the use of the park, Mr. 
Halloran says, Jvovc.,b"("--

It was reported to the ColllPJission that the Ferrini Brothers had purchased the so
called "Norumbega area" recently for an estimated cost of $40,000, This land may 
be available to the city and if so, Conservation Commission would be interested in 
working with the Recreation Department in obtaining it. 

Shortly to be delivered, wiLl be a memo, in writing, to P.ecreation, City of 
Newton and 'IDC, from t.he Conservation Commission with regards to this property. 
Possibility of SO% Federal funding, 25~ City, and 25% Conservation, may be avaiL
able, ~~s. Heyn of the Conservation Commission said. 

Mr. Baker of Recreati1n Commission, asked what the group could do as a 
Com'Uission, to initiate this actioC~, Input from the Recreation Com'Uission to , 
the Planning Department would be the most helpful, he 1-1as told, Mrs. Heyn felt \ 
that acquisition of this land should be a joint venture of Recreation and Conservation~ 

7, Hary Dartly aga:l.n said she wanted to be sure Recreation Departm< nt planned to 
advocate the development of the so-calLed "Pine Street Dump Site" and that it 
wouldn't be forgotten. 

8. Dr. Jack v/hittenberg, lcason representative from the Newton Highlands area 
group association, said that he, as temporary "watch-dog" for the association 
of at least 2500 citizens, wanted to tLll the Commission that this group would 
be most interested in providing input from the community on Crystal Lake, 
They would appreciate a voice in deciding on those improvenents which will be 
contemplated at Crystal Lake. It is their understanding that a sum of $20,000, 
is available for plans for this area, If possible, they would appreciate a 



I 

I 

I 

9· 

-3-

dialogue with the Planning Department when consultation on this area 
begins. 

Mr. Ferguson indicated that he thought it would be a fine idea if those 
people would provide inpUt and Dr. Whittenberg will check with his associates 
and report back to the Commission in the near future. 

Dr. Robert Buxbaum, who is interested, and has worked on the Farceur physical 
fitness course for Auburndale, reported that upon his return from Australia and 
New Zealand, he contacted Terry D' Eugenio, the architect, and they will be 
working together on these plans very shortly. It appers that the actual physical 
beginning of this course will not begin until next Spring due to lateness of the 
season. Dr. Buxbaum said that he will probably attend next week's regular 
Commission meeting if it is possible for he and Terry to get together on a report. 

10. One of the representatives from the League of Women Voter's mentioned that she 
had heard repeated requests at various functions, for a track facility at Newton 
South High School. Dr. Levine replied that, as far as he was aware, Recreation 
had never been approached about building a track at South High. Mr. Burke 
noted that the request had probably been directed to the School Department rather than 
to Recreation as the Recreation Department would not usually be responsible 
for the building of a School facility. He also said that at present, the area 
the School Departmane is planning to use for a track area, is in the process of 
land fill. 

11. Mary Bartley spoke about the question of the so=called 11pocket-;arks 11 • She 
mentioned River street playground in Newton as a typical example of what whe 
considered a "pocket-park" and felt that several of these throughout the city 
would be ideal for young children. The Crescent Street playground was mentioned 
but this, as yet, is not complete and is not supervised so cannot be really 

; .:." evaCI.uated .. a::b tlniLB time. 

After a brief recess, Recreation Commission met to evaluate information of this 
evening, with the help of those City Planning Committee's recommendations 
provided to them prior to this meeting. 

(Priorities as set by Commission 
follow) 
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NEViTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING ~\ \Uj 
November lH, l97u 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice-Chairman 
Francis Rice, Messers Howard Fervuson, Paul Burke, Nelson Baker, Mrs. Josephine 

Pepper and Marjorie Lesbiral, Secretary. 

Visitors included newspaper representative, Dan Lviason from thP Times, Doris Lelchook 
representing the League of Women Voters, Chick DiMichele representing the Newton Upper 
Falls Improvement Association, Mike Le Conti representing both the Little League and 
Youth Hockey Associations and Mrs. Campbell. 

1. Meeting called to order by Chairma~ Dr. Levine at 7:35 PM. Minutes of the October 21st 
meeting acrepted as circulate~. 

2. Monthly ac ti vi ties report and Commissioner Hallorafl~ report of ac t.i vi ties and meetings 
which he had attended during the p11st month, were distributed to all members. 

4. 

Commissioner Halloran reported a~ditionally, that this was one of 'he busiest ~mes 
of the year; new programs beginning, some fall programs - such as football - ending, a 
great deal of excellent maintenance work being accomplished under forman Frank Shea's 
direction. 

Mr. Halloran also reported that he has been meeting with Mr. George Meade, the 
Cit¥ of Newton Safety offi-ial, at the request of Jim Salter, Mayor Mann's administrative 
assissatant, to discuss the Local 11800 Union's request for additi~nal safejy equipment 
for mP.intenance men. Estimation ef additional cost would be about ~100.00 per man. 

Halloween report: eommissioner Hallore.n reported that he and Mayor Mann visited all of 
the Halloween parties held by the Recreation Departmant, in the City, Mr. Rice & Mr. 
Ferguson also attended some of the parties, Commissioner Halloran stated that it is 
his firm belief that Halloween is "alive & well" in Newton and feels that those invclved 
in Halloween should make a. very special effort to contact PTAs in the City in order to 
stimulate interest in Halloween parties, early in 1975. If Recreation staff can motivate 
people to involve themselves, the serious issue of pranks & vandalism can be kept 'o a 
minimum, 

Capi t8l Impro•.•ement Bu<lJ1'et: ComMissioner Halloran reported that the completed budget 
for 1976 to lt;Bl, Capital Improvement Prorram budf"et was delivered to the Planning 
Department at City Hall on Frida-r, November 15, 1974, as directed. 

Relative to CIP, Nelson Baker ~eoorted that he had attended the City Planning 
Committee's meeting on November 13th, at >:him times they generally reviewed action on 
recommendations on the Recreation Capital Imp,·ovement budget. 

Mr. Baker gave the Commit•ee a general idea of action taken at the Special meeting 
of the Recreati~n Commiseion and exprecsed the appreciation of t~e Com~ission with regards 
to their coo~eration with us. 

Additionally, with regard to this capital Improvemant Budvet and the meetings held 
for the publeic at City Hall on Capital Improvements, Dr. Levine reported that he had re
ceived during this last week, a letter from Ed~'ard Beresta in Nonantum, noting the 
lack of tennis courts in Nonantum, West New on and Newtonvi i le and asking that Recreation 
Department make the building of new tennis courts at Albemarle playground their num·oer 
one priority in the new CIP budget. 

Mr, Ferguson also pointed out to the Commission, the fact that Ne•,ton North High 
School Pool appears to be reaching a pain~ where crowding is a problem. Hesays he is 
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received reports th~t ar'ults ha,,e gone· down to swim during an adult swim period 
and find they cannot r'o "lap swd>.mming 11 • He suggest that a close watch be maintained 
since it appears e·•icent in this second year of use, that a condderable increase 
of swimmers has been noted. He also sur:ge~terl that Recreation aga~n bep-in thinking 
about a cover for the Har~g Oath Memorial Pool to alleviate overcrowding. 

Citation to be present~d to widow of Bob MacLaughlin, Newton Youth Hockey; The 
prepared document ~1as read by Chairman Dr. Levine in preparation to signing by the 
Commission but it was found that a phrase must be deleted before being signed. It 
will be retyped in time for the next meeting. 

7. Preliminary Budget Meeting for Commcssion members: It was agreed that November 26th, 
Tuesday, would be most convenient for all members. An early meeting, beginning at 
7:15 is planned. Commission will reserve an appropriate room at City Hall, 

8. Sld Business: Referring to sugge~tions made at Public Hearing, November 7th, Mr. 
Rice inquired as to whether the Commission planned to send a letter to Mayon and the 
Board of Alrermen. Mr. Halloran assured him that the motion made by the 
Commission at it's November 7th meeting supporting the Conservation Commissior&s 
stand, would be ~arried out as directed, 

9. NEW BUSINJo:SS: 

(a) Cars on fields - Mr. Burke mentioned 'hat he has recently observed, at 
various athcetic events, that cars are being driven right onto the 
athletic fields. Since this causes serious damage to sod and fields, it 
is prohibite d. Police do have authority to tag cars but evidently 
hesitate to do this a· games. 

(b) 

ComMissioner Halloran will be meeting shortly with Police Chief 
Quinn and will encourage them to enforee this parking ban by ticketing 
cars which a"e in violation of parking ban. Commissioner Halloran also 
agreed to notify all leagues and permit holders prmor to seasons, with 
a strongly worded letter spelling out that no one, at any time, is to 
park on a field, 

Cultural Affairs Commission: This new Commission chaired by Mrs. Polly 
Egelson, has been in contact with Commissioner Halloran. Since they, as 
yet, do not have !'. staff or a distribution point t'or information, Miss 
Donna Zirimba, Administ.!'ative Assistant to Mayor Mann, has suggested that 
Recreation Department cooperate with them as much as possible. Mr. 
Halloran B5reed that the present Recreation Staff will provide held for 
them to the extent of some secretarial work wb~~h they wtlk be needing 
from bime to time, and also dispensing of telephone nt'ormation to the 
Newton Community, a~ neeied, 

On Mr. Ferguson's motion, it was unanim-,usly vot"d that the 
Recreation Department shall cooperate with the Cultural ft.ffairs Commission 
and so notify Chairman of the Sommiscion, Mrs. Egelson, 

(c) Lyons~Playground Imor_Q1rlfments: Commissbner Halloran reported that would 
begin on the long-awaited field impro,,ements to che Little L"ague 
field at Auburndale -with a new permanenet fance being built to replace the old 
one. Mr. LeConti Wa'' most interested in thils development but 
noted that apparantly one tree would be in line of the fence. Frank Shea, 
Recreation foreman has notified Mr. Halloran howevPr, that this tree has 
already been tagged for removal by the Street Department - plus 2 others 
because of· the suspicion of· Dutch Elm disease - this determination made by 



I 

I 

I 

-3-

the Forestry Department. 

(d) Murray Roads School Basketball Hoop: Dr. Levine inquired ao to whether 
any further XI action had been ta'<en on this. Mr. Halloren reported that 
he had contacted the principal of the scnool, more than once, regarcing 
Recreation Department's willingness to install a basketball hoop - whcih 
is ready and available !'or them an any time - but has had no response as yet. 

(e) Cabot Park: Recreation has not rPceived any additional input from this 
area. No det'inite action is contemplated at this time. Mr. Halloran 
mentioned a pcssible fence alosng the streo;. "• as " sa~'ety factor, might 
be considered. Mr. Burke suggested an adnitional basketball court 
adjacent to the present court. Commissioner Halloran will look into 
the feaeability of this. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:)1 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie LesRirel 
Secretary 
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Nt:\·JTON FECREATior,; D.t:P/IR~Ht::~ 

Honorable Theodore D. !·;ann 
Mayor of l<ewton 
City Hall 
lJ).J Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, !.!ass 

Dear Eayor r·!ann: 

November ?J, 1974 

The Uewcon Recreation Commission at a rq:ular meeting on Hovember lH, 
1 'l?4, re2ffirmed its vote of November 7th, to unanimously support the 
efforts of the Newton Conse,-vation CoM:nis1'ion to purchase the Norumbega 
land. 

RJH/ml 

CC: B card of AlderMan 
City PlRnnin~ Commit'e 
Conse~vation Co~~issian 

Yours Very Truly, 

Russell .J Folloran 
Recreation Commissioner 
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Newton Recreation Commission }leeting 

Special Operating Budget Meeting 

November 26, 197h 

Minutes 

Present: Commissioner Halloran, Chairman Dr. Levine, Vice-chairman Hr. ~uce, Mrs. Josephine 
Pepper, !1essers Paul Burke, lfelson Baker, Howard Ferguson, Frank Fitzpatrick and 
!1arjorie Lesbiral, Secretary (lh visitors) 

FOR SPFr'lAL CO'ISIDFRATIOH PR.IOR TO THE BUOOET NEETIUG: 

Due to an unresolved controversy at Auburndale's Lyons field regarding the installation 
of a permanent fence in lieu of the present but unsatisfactory, hockey-board, fence. Comm
issioner Halloran invited the "pros and cons" to attend this mefting and aquaint the entire 
Recreation Commission with their individual and collective thoughts on this problem. 

Brought to the attention of the various factions by the precipitous removal of some 
trees in the park, through a human error in the Forestry Department, controversy then 
raged as to whether a permanent fence all around the perimeter of this field - would be a 
good, or bad, thing for the neighborhood, the children in this area, the senior citizens 
of a nearby housing project and the various sport leagues that play ball in this particular 
field. 

Carol Shea, president of the Auburndale Association, stated that she would be unalter
ably opposed to any permanent fence as she felt this would restrict the use of this area. 

Mrs. Frederick Abernathy presented a letter with 113 signa1oures of people of the area 
woh >~ere opposed. 

Oddly enough, actual abutters appeared to have no objedtions to the fence. 

!1ike LeConti, representing >lest Little League, the group that makes this field their 
home field, presented a petition with 265 names, all in favor of a permonent fence. 

Mr. Jim Kennedy, long time Auburndale resident and always interested in upgrading 
Auburndale, spoke briefly regarding the history of Auburndale playground and its origin. 
He felt a permanent fencewould not be in the best interest of the area and questioned 
the possibility of legality of permanent fencing - citing that if this was determined to 
be a parkland, no permanent structure may be erected upon it. 

~ Co~<issioner Halloran, anticipating questions of this type, had prior to the me•ting, 
already contacted the City Legal Department for an opinion as to whether this was a play
ground or parkland - but has not received a definitive decision as yet. The City Assessors 
seem to feel it is a playground but investigations of the Cambridge records of deeds may 
solve this dile~'lla~ • 

Sheila Farnesse mentioned the effort that has been put into policing this area by the 
\-Jest Little League, children and parents and stated that she felt Lyons ;f:ield should be 
officially marked "Home of the West Little Lea,;ue". 

Hike LeCo~lti spoke about the many years he has spent trying to get upgrading of Little 
League fields and now as it appears to be at hand here at Lyons, opposition is endangering 
what he has worked long and hard to get. 

Steve Shea, Vice-President of Auburndale Associatio~, spoke and said that he felt that 
a part of the present problem was a lack of communication between the various groups-and 
that both the Auburndale Association and ~any of the local residents had been unaware thata 
plan for this Lyons field had be£n working toward finality for these sj.x years. 
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Hr. Shea appeared to be most andous for cooperation between all the interested 
parties and indicated that certainly negotiations could be constructive for all. Hhile 
the Auburndale Association was O]Jposed to a pEr:nanent fence, wasn't it possible to arrange 
a removable fence? He said he felt that this would not be as restrictive to activities 
and uonld allo>1 f'!ore use, at all levels, for this area. 

Sensitive negotiatio:-t g continued. The Recreation Conu:Ussion requested pertinent 
in '~ormation and asked questions of those present in the gallery. 

''aul Halloy, a professional Engine<r (and Little League participant) spoke up and 
indicated that a form of portable fence was availble, and might be considered for the 
ends on the outfield. He had recently b.-en involved with an instaLlation of th:is type 
and felt it might be a workRble solution. 

'lr. Burke, at this point, moved that pending a decision from the Lec;al Department, 
that a permanent, green vinyl, chnin-link fence be inst.allerl at the pLayground - and
af'!endin~:; this motion with lk. Burke 1 s ag :reement, '1r. Rice moved that a portable chain link 
fence be installed in the outfield for this seaso:1. It was "•nderstood hNiever, that should 
this not be successful., a permanent fence >10uld then be installed. So voted unanimously. 

Evidently the Recreation Coffif'lission has now accompl.ishr.d that rare achievement, 
aggreement by all. parties. A general spirit of cooperation was evident bEtween the "pros an 
and cons" and everyone seemed very satisfied with the solution. 

A brief recess was cal..led by Chairman Dr. Levine. 

Foll.owj"ng this recess a brief Executive session Has hel.d. 

ContinUing at ~:15, Co~~ssioner HaLloran presented his pre-submission budget to th< 
Recreation Commission in detail, explaining expenses, codes, programs, etc. throughout the 
numerous pages, for their information and responding to any questions which the Commission 
asked. He also noted that this budget is 3% of thE total City of Newton Budg< t. v/hen 
full3r prepared, this will be presEnted to theo Hayor. Commissioner Halloran asked if anyone 
had any suggestions for chahges. None were forthcoming. 

l{r. Burke ~oved that the RecrEation Commission go on record endorsing this budget 
proposEd by Commissioner Halloran, and it was so voted. 

l1e<'ting adj ounned: !)ext meeting will be held on December 16th. 
Respectfully submitted 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

December 16, 1974 

Present: Com~issioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice-chairman 
Francis Rice, Messers Paul Burke, Nelson Baker, Howard Ferguson, Mrs. Josephine 
Pepper and Marjorie Lesbiral, Secretary (Mrs. Judy Deane, candidate for Ware 5 
Commission membership was invited to attend as a guest) 

12 visitors attended. 

1. Meeting called to order by Chairman Dr. Levine At 7:u5. Minutes of Capital Improve
ment meeting on November 7th, Regular November Commission Meet' ng of November 18th 
and a Special Operating-Budget on November 18th were accepted llS circrlated, The 
Secretary was also directed to notify members that meetings will begin at 7:3J in
stead of 7:45. 

2. Monthly reports, maintenance report and Commtssioner's ~ort of activities were 
provided to members. 

Commissioner Halloran reported that the 1973 Annual report was now complete and 
ftuburndale' s Lyons Field, to the Legal Depa~tment of the City, the following opinion 
was provided-----By a deed from the Metropolitan Park Commission dated November 11, 
1903, Auburndale Park was set up as a public park. However, in thr deed the City 
put several restrictions on ho~; the City could use the land. One of these restrictions 
gave the City the rirht "to lay out, :ndntain and expend money for the improvement 
of a puhlic playground in said Auburndale Park similar to those now in existence in 
sEid City and to be used for like purposes." The terms of the deed thus appear to set 
up a park with some playground uses. 
As to the question on any restriction on puttinr up a four foot high vinyl chain 1 i.lolk 
fence on the playing field, Chapter b5 section lu appears to allow this. "Any city 
or town may acquire land and buildinrs •. , for the purposes of • public playground or 
recreation center and may conduct and promote recrea~ion, play sport, and physical 
educaticn ••• on such land and in such buildings, and may construct builr.ings on land 
owned or leased by it and may provide equipment for s~id purposes,. ,the foregoing 
provisions shall apply to land and buildings acquired for playground purposes, or 
for park and playground purposes, but shall not apply to land and builrings acquired 
solely for par){ purposes." 
Since this land was not acquired solely for par){ purposes, as evidenced by the deed 
restriction allowing a playgro,nd, and sincf' putting up a fence around a ball field 
would seem to me to be a reasonable:use under Chapter 45 section lb (may provide ; 
equipmentc_f'or1·euch:· purposes promoting recrE'ati n, play, sport, etc.). I don't think 
that there is any restriction to the construction of this fence. It should be allowed. 

Mr. Halloran reported that the cost for additionel sleeveR and items necessary 
to install the removeable fence on he outfield of Auburndale, will cost an estimated 
amount of ~1600. more than original but that was enough money in the account to cover 
this cost, 

The Commissioner also reported that he was in receipt of com~unica+.ion from Mrs. 
Heyn of the Newton Conservators requesting support of the Recreation Commission is 
the Conservation's request f'or femoval of bbstacles p\lt on the so-called "cartpaths" 
through the Webster land. 

Mr. Ferguson moved to agree that the Recreation Commission will support ¥xs. 
Heyn and the Conservation Commission's stand on the Webster land and it was so voted. 

3. Representing Newton Athletic Association, Mr. Philip Levoff, coordinator for basket
ball progrma, spoke to the Commission describing their ambitious progrma. They hope 
to have at least 20J boys from ares 8 to 12 in this program for basketball and plan 
to utilize the court at the Working Boys Home, The problemappears that while they 
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have some money to defray cost of heating, they do not have enough and would like the 
Recreation Dept, to provide between ~300 & ~400 for the season, 

Mr. Burke felt that providing funds for a separate group, no mat•er how worthy, 
would set a precedent. Mr. Ferguson quPried them as to why they started a program 
without being sure they had funds for costs. 

Further discussion resulted in the suggestion that an officer of the NAA come 
to a commission meeting with more detail anr' exact figures before any further 
action be taken. Item tabled until January meeting on Mr. Baker's sug estion. 

br. Robert Buxbaum,- Slide presentation; Dr. Buxbaum in describing the various 
slides whicn he had taken in Sweden anrl Switz 1 d of this outrloor exercise course, 
said that ilb might be called a "Life Course" or "Vita" rather than ",Parcour 11 as 
many people weren't reall"' sure what this meant. Basically a series of o';tdoor 
exercise stations were a person moves pr~gres~ively through this numbered series 
in either a low-level or high-level of physiral activity, at their diScretion; it 
has attained atremendous popularity in several countries eince it provides pleasant, 
easily accessible, outnoor recreation and exercise 

In addition to over 400 of these locations in Switzerland, there are several 
courses in U.S. including 8 in California, 2 at Universities (one at Duke). Each is 
2 kilometers - or 1~ mile around. Dr. Buxbaum agrees that they are not vandal 
proof but hopBs that neighborhood participation an" interest will alleviate the 
problem, By January 15th, all specification will be ready and Dr. Buxbaum and Don 
Brown, architect, willplan to meet with Frank Shea, Recreation Foreman, Final plans 
will be presented at the January Commission Meeting. 

5. Bay State Judo - Mr. Sol Sidman: Commissioner Halloran introduced Mr. Sidman. 
Since it has been some time since Bay State Judo has come beforrthe Comm. Mr. 
Halloran felt, as a matter of course, it would be a good opportunity for comm
unication for both. 

Mr. Sidman explained that the Bay State Judo program had been going .Sn for 
11 years at the Newton Cent'e fielrl house ann was a non-profit organization. They 
do collect dues from members - 'he general f':nds devotee to the cost of Judo com
petition meets and formats (which cor+ approximately one thousand dollars each) 
but have never had to pay aqr fees for use of the hut - or for custodial services 
as they have had their own key and opened and clo~ed by themselves. Each year 
they provide Recreation with their financial statement, They like the building and 
would like co contlinue there if !'lecreation sees fit. 

Questiona as to whether a non-profit group should not be allowed to use a City 
owned facility and Mr. Burke 1 s question directed to CommissionPr Halloran as to 
whe+,her Recreation has had any prest:ure or need for "he use of this facil tty were 
both negative, alt least for this particular time. 

Mr. Burke then moved that Bay state Judo be allowed to use this builring and 
facility and also that Mr. Sidman be provided with a key am b personally re
sponsible during the time this group is using the facili +y - and it was so voted. 

6. Report on pre~entatrnon of Citation from Recreation Com"lission to wido~-r of" Bob ~!,.cLaughlf 
?ormer long-time president of; the Newton Youth Hockey Association. Mr. Howard 
Ferguson, Commission member went directly to the MacLaui:"hl ' .. n home to present this to 
Mr s. MacLaughlin, who was most appreciative of this honor, he reported, 

7. · r 11 d o " ommi dvj§g_ Recreation CommissiQll. 
Commission was that wasn't freally needpd and on Mr. 

Ferguson' E, motion, it >ras recommended hat Dr. Levine, Chairman of the Comm. in1"orm 
tne Mayor and make him cognizant that the Recreation Commissi··n currently is in con
tact with many neighborhood groups {such as ftuburndale Community Association; Ne1,:ton 
Highlands Civic Association, beside many PTA's Cabot Park group et.) and it would 
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seem, at the presPnt time, there is no need for an ad hoc committee as problems of the 
various groups are peing competently met. It was so voted. 

Mr. Burke commeneed additionally that Recreation is tryinf!, and will continu~ 
to make e'rery effort.,to f!et as many citizens involved tn Recreation as possible. 

It was again brought to the Commission's attentcon that they have planned to have 
3 public meetinps exclusively for citizen input each year. Two have bern held an~ one 
more should be held beforo the beginning of the fiscal year in July. 

Next meeting will be held on January 20th at 7:30 ~M. 

Meeung adjourned at 9:47 P11. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary. 
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N~v!TON RECRE ''f,.()t.~ co·~~ISS~Ct; NL:' T::N3 

Presents: Commissior.er Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. I,evine, Vice-chairman 
Fr~~cis Rice, Messers Paul Burke, Nelson Baker, Howard Ferguson, Mrs. Josephine 
Pepper, July Dean and Marjorie LePbiral, Secretary 

A. HectinP called to order by chairman, Dr. Ll'vine, at 7:35p.m. Minutes of the 
Decel"ber Commission meeting were accepted on cirznlation. Non+hly reports & 
maintenance reports were distributed to nembers. l'r. Ferruso~ reque~ted that from 
now on, it would be nice to recieve the maintenance report prior to the meeting or 
when the agend~s are mailed. (T~.is Hill l::e done from noH on) 

Commissioner Halloran provided a report of his activities <luring December. He also 
reported tha7 skating on the natural ice areas had been very limited due to mild 
weather. 

Alderman Bullwirikle, informally visit~ng the Recreatio~ Co~isio~ mecttn~, wac asked 
about the possibili tv of the ci tv aconirinf' the Charles River Skat.in~ Rink, rumored 
in financial trouble, m1d avail~ble. U~able to answe,-, he ~ommpn+e~ onlv t",at this 
was a fine facility. Mr. "'erg:oson as'{ed if the l:ecreati0n Comminsion could r'o any
t.hinf' to help in acauiring this facility. Alrerman B•1llwinkle sai rl tha+, at this time 
an inrlication of support woulr' be the only thcnr thP ro'!lmission could ro • 

. ,. Mr. Fergueson then moved that the RerrPation Commission go on record, endorcinC' the 
obt&inin', of thE' Charle ~ River Skatinf' Facility b·r the City of Ne>rl:on, Anti ;_ t was 
seconded. This item was tabled at this time, penn in.- commPn+s and reported by 
Ken H2gerstrom, presinent oi' !Jewton '.'outh Hockey Associa•ion). 

Commissioner Halloran Called to the attention of rhe Comnission the fact tha+ t!ce 
next regular meeting day which is on Febrauary 17th, is a· holiday, and sne:ested that 
the Commission rl'lght want. to select an al terna•e rlate. They did - an' seledted 
February 2hth. 

B. (1) Massachusetts Park & Recreation Heetin!' on Jar.urary 14th, held at Valle's at 
Chesnut Hill, hosted by Brookline Recreation Departmer.t unrler the direction of Evelyn 
~irrane director- and co-host, Newton Recreation Deparement's Commissioner, Russell 
.J. Halloran. 

Over 1 ')J members watched as Co!'lmissioner Ealloran presen+.ed former Cairman of the 
Ne••ton Recreation Comiss'.on, Paul J. Burke, w'.th.a clock as +,ol<:en of the society's 
appreciation o: hes outstanding contributio:1s in the fiel~ o.r recreatio:1 over tr.e 
years. 

(?) C''(§>!'lmissioner Halloran reported t~.at a 1Ptter will be sent out ~hortl to all 
Newton sports ell!!Ues - male a~d female - :?9lici tic:c: requesi ts for their neens for 
ITelds for the 197S year. }'1elr!s are in short supply this year ann schools h,, . ., priority 
during school time. P,ddi ttonally there Hill' also be newspaper notices to alert 
those who may not receive letcers bnt are interes~ery in obtainin~ playing fielrs. 
Upon receipt of total requests, review "nrl di.~trihutton of fields, will be made. 

(3) Newton Youth Eocky Association - Ken Ha,.erstrom: After a fC!'Rcious "than'c you" 
to commissioner Halloran f'or hes ~on+in"e" airl anr' help in sol ing many of the 
groups problems, especially with MDC ice time, Mr. Haf'estrom briefly ,-ecapitulate~ 
hi.s organization~ 1974 season. 
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1-'r. l!af;ers+rom was especially enthusias+i~ a'Jout adr'itionnl adult 
this year. They now have 75 volun+epr roa~hes for this program. 
involved, which he mentioned we,..e, Jim Ryan ann Paul Molloy. 

Yolunteer rec;Miits 
Two new people 

Ne>,ton Yo<1th Hockey now has a goon legal structure anrl is i~corporated, with a non
profit status. 

They have invi +erl girls ir::':o thispropam bu+ without too much suc~ess. ft.t pre"ent, 
there are 3'! te~"'~ with 564 boys (a 13% increase this year) with reristration 
continuinp. 7!:3% of these boys involved play intraMural and 22% pla'{ out-of-city 
tePMS. The "Mite" teams of the 7 ann B year o'rls, is secane(! be~•. i_n Massarh,setts 
and the "'lant10ms" of the 13 and 14 yea~ ar:e group, leads their d L vision. Ken feels 
that they hnve good leaders nnrl f'OOd models for the 'Joys and that a boy involved in 
this prorram "jus+ noesn't get into trouble as he's 'oo busy". They woulc' li<e to 
enlarge their financial assictence proc·ram since hockey eauipment. is wxpensive, to 
advertise this fad, (l'r. Burke recomMenrled tha· any details of their scholarship 
propra!"l be nade to Commissioner Halloran for hur;:oet information). 

Mr. Harerstrcm again men:ioned tl-]e need fa,- suitable inrloor ice. Several time" this 
yea.r, MDC ice time has been canceled, wc.ic'l not only causes srhe'Jling p~oblem~ but 
means a financial loss also. 

a few year~ ago, 'lob 1-:aclau,-hlin, then p,-esident of Yo<:th Hockey Associatio,.,, alon,y 
wi "h several interested ho~key peopJ e, formed what was +hen known as the G:arrlen City 
Association, to try ann o'Jtain a skatinf' rink in Newton, Unfortunatly they were 
never able to get the finanrial support necessary. '<ow with the Charles River Ice 
Skatinr- facility available, llr. Hagerstrom requested that the Recreaticn Commission 
please supper~ the acouisi tion b'r the ci "y of this ice-hocke:r fa<'ili t'T. 

Mr. Fitzpa+.rick commen"ed beth ~lr. Ha;cerstrom for 'cis inrlivi.clnal work as presiclent of 
the organization ann also the i\e••ton vau "I-] "ocke'r Asso"ia+ ion for its prog,..ams and 
also for their 11 eanipment. ::::wap prorrr;=l:m" which was run this pas.L sprinr. 

'' ftt this time, the item tabled earlier (A - P'ir" l, reguarding the city's acquisition 
of the ~harles River Rink) was de-tabled and PP no•ion prc•iously presenter was 
carried 'lna"'"'ouslv anrl r"esoultion ~dopted at this +ime. :rt was su.~res+cr' +ha+ 
Com::Jissio,-;er Halloran wri t€ a letter t'J the Fay01" anr' to the flonorable Board of 
Alde!"l'!en, apprai~in~ tr.em of this action. 

(Ell Since arc hi :ec+ Don R-cown, who hac' been expected a~ t\-,is time to spea:< with 
regard to thr proposed Au'Jurndalc p~r-cout exoersize stations, was evidently una'Jle 
to attend, a brief recess was helr. 

(5) Phil Levorr, representinP' boys NA .~ basketball provram, returrc.-J to the Commisic:>n 
meeting to sea if some • funrls Mipht be a'·~il~ble to ai" them in "efrayirg the cost of 
heatinP' the gyM ~t the workinc- "ov' s home, wh'.ch they bad obtained for the;_r <:in"er 
prcr:ram. Hf' provirled, as requesterl, a fin~nr:ial repo:-• of the orra~·:_zati,-,n. 'I'hev 
believe +,hot their deficit wi"l be approximately 0"7t;.11 for hea.tinc - and pray that 
tre l'ecreation Departmen' will help tlcem at least in par•., Hi+h th'.s problem. 
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PRIORITIES SET BY COM!ISSI011 (not necessarily in order) 

In accordance with City Planning Co~:uni t tee 1 s recotnl'lendation regarding outdoor 
tennis, Hr. Fer uson moved that Recreation re uest that the $50 000. ori inall 
scheduled for Albemarle tennis courts, be shifted f'rom Fiscal year 19 0 to 
Fiscal year 1976, for 4 tennis courts. So, voted. (Additionally, the Recreation 
CoMmission advocated lighting Albemarle as a complete unit) City Planning 
recommends an aggressive outdoor lighting program and with this in mind, a complete 
lighting of the area was to be inve~tigated. 

Mr. Halloran Sll.ggested that careful consideration for location of poles 
would avoid interference of play during any season - othei"IJise there could be 
conflict of various sports, but he felt, as did all other members, that Albemarle 
can become a multi-purpose area with alJ.-around perimeter lights as a "future 
project". This would encompass, tennis, softball, baseball, soccer and football, 
in fact, something that the entire community and the City of Newton, would benefit 
by. 

(b) Hr. Fer uson moved that RecrCcation move u $120 000 lus the Sl5 000 for a 
total of 13J,000 for 197 for a completely J.ighted comnlex at Albemarle (This 
is the $185,000 recommended total for Albemarle by the City Planning Committee) 
and it was so voted. 

(c) In response to }lrs. Heyn earlier in this evenings meeting, !1r. Rice moved that 

(d) 

(e) 

the Recreation Commission o on record in su ort of the Conservation Com~ssionls 
osition regardin the acquisition of the avai able land at Nora~bega - and it 

was so voted. It was suggested that a letter be sent to !1ayor ~lso) 

Webster land - should remain as it is in budget. 

Allison Park - remain as it is in budget. 

(f) Eci-nand 1 s Park • Fis.cal yeat ... 19n.:rabher tll.an Winchester Street (open space) 
Fiscal year 1979. It was recommended that a study be made of Edmand(s Park 
area (see Allen report) Winchester Street to remain as Planning report recom,ends. 

(g) Hunnewell Hill - ok as PlmLning report recommends. 

REVIEW: 
1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

new 

REQUES'l'S 
Youth Hockey - Skating rink acquisition 
Newton \fest Little League - Another ball field at Lyons. Question? 
"Do citizens object to removal of trees in area?" RepresEntatives 
present say no objections. 
Fence in, tot-lot areas. 
Newton Tennis Association Priorities: (1) Resurface South High tennis 
courts in this budget. (2) Light Newton North High, $~0,000 in 1977 
pending completion of additional courts. (3) Build 2 additional 
courts at Uewton Centre (!1r. Halloran requested that a thorough stli.dy 
be made b£fore proceeding and the Com~ssion decided to hold this for 
the time being. (4)Uew Courts at lfeadowbrook - or - other suitable 
location for 19°8 program (omit $25,000 & J.eave $50,000 for 
tennis courts. 

5. Cabot - 25,000 for 1975 
6. Conservators com."1ents regarding acquisition of Norunbega land. 

(see Page 2, item 6) 
7. Pine Street playground - (girls softball field) $101 000 aJ.lowed. 
8. Crystal Lal{e - request for a study - f1L'1ds of $20, )QQ. Can count 

on help and cooperation of Newton Highlands Association - representa
tive at this time is Dr. Jack Whittenberg. 



I 

I 

I 

-5-

9. Outside running track at South High - proba,>ly not ow 
responsibility. 

10. Burr School - same as listed in report. 
11. Crescent St. - same as listed in report. 
12. Franklin 11 

13. Hunnewell 11 

14. Stearns 11 

15. Turner Terrace (controversial area - no action at this time) 
16. 1tleeks Junior High - lights ok as noted - Fiscal year 1978 
17. LeGrange & Vine-Open space land~ leave as is. 

In reference 
City Planni 
CW2 and CW , 
was so voted. 

to items added to original Rec. CIP bY. 
Com:nittee Mr. Burke moved that items t' 

be referred to Fiscal Year 197 and it 

In reference to item CW4, added to original Recreation 
CIP by Citty Planning Committee, !1r. Ferguson nioved that 
this item should be a Conservation item, since it was 
in excess of ori inal Recreatl.on ro osal - and should 
be so noted. This was so voted unanimously 

INDOOR m:CREATJOI{ 'TI'EHS! · •.. . ': 

lrf 

1. Brewer Building (Ne:wton Centre) - OK as presented in report. 
2. Child's Recreation Center (Hawthorne). While this item has been 

removed from the Capital Improvement budget, the Recreation 
Commission feels very strongly that it should be reinstated. 
It is in an area which needs recreation, and the building needs 
renovation. Recreation Com~ission recommends that $101 000 for 
Fiscal Year 1978 for plans and $50,000 for Fiscal Year 1979 be 
included in budget. 

Mr. Burke moved that these items be restored as above and it 
was so voted. 

3. SHOWMOBILE - ok~a·s-in budget (City Planning Committee recom:oends 
that School Department undertake building this as a project) 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 Pl1. The next regular Recreation Commission meeting will be 
held on November 18'\;h at 7:30 Pl1 at City Hall. 

Respectfully submitted, 

l1arjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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NJ;'WTON RECREATION COMMISSION t-lliETING FEBRUARY 24, 1975 

Minutes 

Presents: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Messers Frank 
Fitzpatrick, Howard Ferguson, Paul J. Burke, Nelson Baker & the Miss Josephine 
Pepper, Judy Dean and Marjorie Lesbiral, Secretary 

Visitors 19 Present 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Dr. Levine, at 7:45 PM 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Minutes of Janurary 1975 Meeting accepted as submitted. 

Commissioner Halloran submitted a reprot on attendance and maintenance, Mr. Halloran 
gave a detailed report on Jeep accident at Crystal Lake on February 14th. 

"Life-Course" Don Brown, architect: In describing this exorsize course, Mr. Brown 
noted that here in Newton, it would be known as a "life-Course" rather than the 
Swiss name of "Parcour". He also mentioned that this is a new and inventional 
approach to adult exercize in the United States and that Newton, as usual, was 
a prime mover and the first in the commonwealth of Massachusetts, and as such, 
would be very closely observed by many interested groups. Dennis on Cape Cod, 
and neighboring Wellesley, are investigating this concept at present. 

The equipment recquired is very simplistic, Mr. B rown said, consisting of L1 posts 
the size of telephone poles and approximatley 50 linear feet of heavy beam. Members 
of the neighborhood will provide the work force. His associate, Jane Beishin, will 
help on postponing for integral arrangement into the natural setting. It will be 
heavy-duty material to withstand weather and vandalism. Signs, describing activity 
at each station, will probably be made by the Street Department and the sign figure 
itself, will be the so-called "Appalachian Man". 

Another item of upmost importance, will be the cooperation between the neighborhood 
groups and Recreation, to prevent damage to the course. 

The residents of the area feel, it appears, a certain apprehension, about something 
new and different since they feel this will attract many additional people into the 
area. Evidently, their main concern is possible parking on Commomwealth Avenue and 
on the M D C road, near Islington. As Mr. Halloran explained, the access to the 
Auberndale Park area and subsequent "Life-Course" is - in Melrose to West Pine 
where the paved, enclosed parking area is located - and people will definatly be 
discouraged from parking elsewhere. 

Another item not previously discussed was the surface of the track. While the dirt 
track is the basic tract, during muddy or bad weather, this sufface could tend to 
become muddy or pitted. A tentitive suggestion of some kind of crushed material 
was made. Someone in the visitors audience suggested that a wood-shredder was 
operated by the City of Newton at the Eliot Street yard - and possibly t his material 
could be used as a surface. This material would drain well, could be expected to 
fill in minor depressions and additionally, is a good surface to run or walk on. 
Nothing at this time, was firmly resolved reguarding t his surface. 

Vandalism is, of~course, an every present problem, but as mr. Fitzpatrick commemted, 
"You can't stop trying. " It will require more suveillance from the police once this 
course is in,progress. 

Tennis Badges: Tennis rules and regulations will be discussed at another meeting. 
at this time, Commissioner Halloran called to the attention of the Commission, that 
in recent years badges had been sold to residents for tennis court use on the outdoor, 
reserved courts. Unfortunately, it takes from 6 to 8 weeks, from the time of order 
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to delivery and if the badges run out during season, new delivery is ccrespondingly 
slow. On the other hand, if too many are ordered and not used, many are left over. 
To defeat tc,is problem, he suggests that a card be sold as a permit for the outdoor 
courts only. 

Mr. Fer~uson moved that the Recreation Department, for the 1975 outdoor summer tennis 
season, use a card for a tennis pass -with the player's name and number on it. So 
voted unanimously. 

Announcement of Election: Dr. Levine, chairman, according to rules and regulations 
of the Recreation Commission, announced that at the March meeting, election for the 
positions of Chairman and Vice-Chairman would be held. 

Field Allocation Survey: Commissioner Halloran provided each Commission member with 
a copy of the survey which has now been distributed to all schools and leagues. 
Action as to allocation will be made as soon as surveys are returned. 

Change of date for the March Commission Meeting: Since CommissionenHalloran will 
be out of town at the time of the regular third Monoay date for the commission meet"
ing, it was agreed that it would be best to postpone the meeting until the follow4 
ing week and hold the meeting on March 24th. 

Norumbe~land discussion: Originally brought to the Recreation Commission's 
attention by Mrs. Heyn of the Conservation Commission, on November 7th, 1974, the 
Conservation Commission south support of their efforts to purchase this land. The 
Recreation Commission agreed to write to the Mayor and Board of Alderman as follows: 

"The Newton Recreation Commission at a regular meeting on 
November 18, 197li, reaffirmed its vote of November 7th, to 
unanimously support the efforts of the Newton Conservation 
Commission to purchase the Norumbega land". 

The Rey information is that Recreation supports the Conservation Commission in 
theirefforts, since Recreation does not have monies within their budget for a 
purchase of this magnitude. 

Recently, at the Conservation Commission's reouest, Dr.Levine atten!ed a meeting 
regarding this land aut could make no committment for the City or Recreation Comm. 
of course. 

Mr. Burke pointed out, no action can be taken by the Recreation Commission as this 
is simply not a Recreation item, and his feeling is, that this is an Executive issue. 

Mrs. Heyn, who was present at this meeting, again reiteracted that sup~ort and ideas 
were really all the Conservation Commission wanted - or expected - from the Recreation 
Commission. 

Report on Charles River Ice Skating Facility: After the Janurary 20th meeting of 
the commission, a letter was forwarded to the Mayor and Board of Alderman, as follows: 

"The Newton Recreation Commission at their regular monthly 
meeting last evening, Janurary 20th, voted to go on record 
to support the need for an indoor, artificial ice-skating 
rink in the City of Newton. 

The Recreation Commission also voted unanimously to support 
the City of Newton in obtaining the Charles River Ice Skating 
facility." 
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since that time, the Mayor has publically stated that he does not feel that as this 
time, the City of Newton, could, or should, make an investment of this magnitude, 

Commissioner Halloran suggested that possibly the MDC might still be interest
ed in this facility. Since this was still a possibliity, ~rr. Ferguson moved that if 
the MDC had nat nullified their interest in this facality, that the Recreation 
Commission go on record in a letter to Mayor Mann, suggesting that he persue this 
matter further. So voted 

Re: School Department budget cuts as pertaining t~hletics and Iintramural sports. 
Commissioner Halloran reported briefly on this informantio of a $600,000. Budget cut. 
this will leave a big gap in recreation by school, leaving a lot of students at loose 
ends during various seasons. 

Mrs. Dayton of the Community School programs, was present at this meeting and, 
speaking on behalf of Community Schools, she saya that they are very interested is 
doing something about filling this gap made by the cut in School Department budget. 

Cooperation between Community Schools and Recreation Depart~ent, already excellent 
hopefully will pick up the slack made by these School budget cuts, since both groups are 
anxious to provide whatever service they can. 

Capital Improvements and Outlays - setting priorities on budget cuts made by Executive 
Department trom $457,500. to $100,000. Since the Mayor had designated the amount 
of $100,000. for this program, the Commission made the following cuts as designated 
to $103,500, and directed Commissioner Halloran to make additional cuts that he felt 
would be most appropriate to reach the $100,000. level, 

Cement outside area at Hawthorn 
Renovate 3 baseball fields at Albemarle 
Night lights - Albemarle 
Renovate Cabot softball field 
Allison - purchase of land 
4 tennis courts - Albemarle 

* Repair & maintain various tennis courts 
NSHS tennis court lighting 
Newt. Ctr. - remove fence & lengthen courts 
Crystal Lake - plans to renovate & enlarge 

(study only) 
construct basketball court Newt. Highlands 
NHS extended fencing 
Cresent street - playgrd. waterline 
Appartus area "' walkway at Hunnewell PLG. 
Cold Spring plans 
Boyd park - repairs to hardsurface courts 

* repair and maintenence 
finally cut to 16,500. 
to approved $100,000, 
directed) 

Tot'als 
on various courts was 
thus bringing total 
(by Commissioner as 

Original 
$6ooo. 

15,000. 
135,000. 

5,000. 
60,000. 
50,000. 
30,000. 
23,000. 
1B,ooo. 

20,000. 
9,500. 

12,000. 
B,ooo. 

25,000, 
30,000. 
11,000. 

$457,500, 

Cut to: 
$6,ooo. 
10,000. 
cut out 
5,000 
cut out 
25,000. (2 courts) 
20,000,;. * 
cut out 
cut out 

cut out 
9 ,500. 

12,000. 
cut out 
5,000. 
cut out 
11,000. 

$100,000. 

100,000, 
A. New Business: 

1. Mr. Ferguson commented that Newton North High School swim area is suffering badly 
from overcrowding, particularly on adult programs. 

2. Mrs. Kerine from the Cabot Park Area, mentioned an incident of obsenity observed 
by her _l:~H;band a year ago in the men's shower room at Newton North High School 
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and requested that more modest arrangements be made for men - such as seperate 
cubicles to dress or undress in - rather than the common dressing rooms 
as are generally provided in most athletic facilities. 

1. Commissioner Halloran called the attention to the Recreation Commission, the 
unfortunate death of well known basketbbll official, Frank Donnellan. He as 
Commissioner and as a friend, has written to the family. 

Mr. Burke moved that, on behalf of the Recreation Commission,a letter also be 
sent to the Donnellan family from the Commission. So voted 

2. Commissioner Halloran reported that there will be a Massachusetts Recreation Board 
Members meeting on March 15th, at Framingham State College and all members are 
invited. Scince Mr. Haloran will be unable to attend as he will be out of town 
he requested that any member interested in attending, let him know in order to 
make reservations. 

3. On March 6th, at 8:00 PM, Commissioner Halloran will go before the Finance 
committee of the board of Alderman, with his 1975 - 1976 Recreation Budget figures 
for their consideration. He asked that as many members of the Commission as may 
be available on that evening, to please attend this important meeting. 

4. Re: Cabot Park- $12,000. still retained in budget for this area. Mrs. Kerine 
"." J from the area was present and wanted to know if this ammount would cover trees and 

soccer fields. She can't understand why there are 3 softball fields located in 
this area - but no soccer fields. 

5. Re: ' baseball field at Newton North High School: It has come to Commissioner 
Halloran's attention that the baseball field originally planned for this area 
had been eliminated in the new athletic layout at Newton North High. Mr,Halloran 
Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Ronanyne of the High School, all met to consider 
this. It was pointed out to Mr. Ronanyne that this field would be vital. While 
there are presently 15 offiaial size baseball fields in the City, this could 
change if some field became unavailable. It would also be .ecessary !or recreation 
and after-school use. l1r. Ronanye had really only thought of school use 
but could see the logic to this - and will new recommend that this field be 
reinstated in plans. 

It was concluded by the Commissonn, that it would be best to go on record as 
being in favor of this field at il.'ll!S and so Mr. Ferguson moved "that the Recreation 
Commission because of: 

1. Geographic location of Nlii!S, a baseball field will be nneded for 
Recraation Department and other non-school use, evenings and summer 
programs, not only now but forthee future years use: 

2. This field can be used in the Fall for the Girls and boys athletics 
without any real maintenance problem to this Department; 

3. There is no guarantee that other fields in the City- i,e Lincoln 
Park, will always remain a baseball field 

deems it necessary that a baseball field be constructed an that property." and 
it was so voted uanaimously. 

6. Briefly dicussed was the possibility that children and students involved in 
various athletic programs and teams, shold have a "breather space" between 
athletic seasons. Mres. Pepper added that it should not be just confined to 
seasons alone, but between various sports. This would modify the pressure some-
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on the various athletes. 

7. Next meeting on Narch 24th. Neeting adjourned at 11:00 PN 

Respectfully submitted 

Narjorie Lesbiral 
Secretary 
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NEWTON RECR~ATIUN DEPART~NT 

~PORT ON PROBL~MS WITH PADDOCK PUUL 

MARCH S, 1975 

In June o1· 1974, during the Local #800 labor duspute, Gatn Pool water level 

dropped approximately one foot. ~vidently tne backwash had been left on in 

.#1 and not shut off. Sand then carne into the pool. Small stones went into 

the pool hot water system and also caught in the jets and gutters, thereby 

blocking the water flow. 

The Recreation Department maintenance cleared these, as well as they could, to 

keep the water flow moving. Recreation call Bob Maguire, the plumber ( who 

normally opens and closes the Gath Pool in Spring and Fall ). Mr. Maguire 

looked the area over but was unable to determine the reason for the malfunction. 

Recreation then contKcted Jack Williams, Paddock Pool representative in New 

Hampshire. Mr. Williams traveled to Newton and after inspectinp the facility, 

said to isolate - by shutting off first control (1 cylinder controls 2 filters). 

I 
~'7 
\ 

This did alleviate t he problem and allowed the Recreation Department to continue 

operation until close of summer swim season. 

At the end of the season in late September, the pool was closed, water drained and 

covers removed from filters. Jack Williams was contacted and again came down to 

NeHton in the late Fall anrl looked at the Filtration system. He !iaid he would 

contact the New York office in Albany, New York, of Paddock Pool, and someone 

would come to Newton and give Recreation a price for repair. 

During late November, or early December, during Foreman Frank Shea's vacation, 

Commissioner Halloran recieved a telepjone call from Albany, New York, saying 

that Mr. Harris war- sending out a letter and would give us a price estimate 

for the repairs. Mr. Harris felt there woulrl be no problem in correcting it, 

he said, taking S to 10 days to do the job - costing approximately $5,000. 
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When Frank Shea returned to work iii January, he started calling Mr. Van Denbosch 

in New York an~ was told that Har~is han taken over VanDenbosch's job. 

Mr. Harris then called and assured Frank that he was getting all the figures 

together and would give us the price over the phone very shortly. We wanted 

it in writing. He promised that he woild gave it for Recreation by the 1st 

or the week. 

Telephone called continu~d - at least one or more a week. During February, we 

again called Jack Williams in New Hampshire, but found he had had a major heart 

attack and was unable to come to phone or conduct any business - so - we called 

New York again. 

Ill Last Thursday or Friday, February 27th or 2Bth, Frank Shea again called Mr. Harris 

but he was unavailable. Later Mr. Harris called back but this was after Frank had 

I 

left for the day, and so spoke with Commissioner Halloran. Again Mr. Harris assured 

him that a quotation letter weald be mailed to Recreation by Special Delivery the 

next day. Price quoted as $5,000. to $6,000. and 2 weeks maximum to do the job. 

Monday March 3rd - no letter - again called New Yort - Mr. Harris not available. 

Tuesday March 4th - no letter - again called New York. Meanwhile Mr. Maguire, the 

Newton plumber called New York am' spoke wi t,h Harris - he >'BS also told a letter 

would be arriving. Mr. Harriss told Maguire that National Pool Equipment Company, 

m:mufacturer of the filters, was no longer in busines•. No letter arrived Wed. or 

Thursday. 

R.JH/ml 

Russell J. Halloran 
Recreation Commissioner 
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~WTON R~CREATION CuMMISSIOH M~BTING 

Minutes 

March 24,1975 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr,Burton D. Levine, Vice-Chairman 
Francia Rice, Messers Paul Burke, Nelson Baker, Frank Fitzpatrick, Howard 
Ferguson & Mrs.Josephine Pepper, Judy Dean and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

24 Visitors Present -Meeting held in Cith Hall Cafeteria 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Dr. Levine At 7:43 PM 

1. Minutes or February meeting: Mr. Ferguson noted that at the Feburary meeting, he had 
mentioned overcrowding but only in the NNHS adult swim program, not as a general 
facility problem. This correction will be made in the February Minutes - and they 
were accepted as corrected. 

2. Reports of Maintenznce, attendance & Commissioner Halloran's report of activities 
were distributed to Commission members. Commissioner Halloran also reported that the 
Jeep went through the Ice earlier this winter, has now been reconditioned and 
repairs at an approximate cost of 5120.00 and should be back on the road shortly. 
his main concern was, and continues to be, that no human life was endangered in this 
incident. 

3. Election: Since several groups were present and waiting to be heard, Dr. Levine 
now suggested that perhaps it would be advisable to delay the election until later in 
the meeting, and allow those visitors present, to speak. 

L. Eligibility of Recreation Depi}rtJ!IE'>I'l.'tAQrta Lea~ Commissioner Halloran ~ave a 
brief background of the questions involved. There appears to be a va~eness in delinia• 
tion of eligibility rules which hopefully can be clarified. Basically, Newton Sports 
Leagues are for Newton people. Present rules state that players must be (1) Newton 
residents (2) Full time employees of a company in Newton- at least 35 hours per week, 
or - (31 Full time employees of the City ot' Ner.,ton - at least 35 hrs.per week. 

Visitors pointed out several things they felt should be considered in making a 
judgement of eligibility. Amon~ the things they mentioned were the fact that the soft
ball league had grown in the last rew years from 9 teams to 30 teams, due to its great 
popularity; many of the fellows who began as players years backand were residents at 
the time, have now moved out of town although their parents have continued to reside • 
Since their parents do still live - and pay taxes - in Newton, they feel they should 1 nt 
be penalized just because they are unable to live in Newton themselves. 

Examples oi incon~1~tencies of the present setup were described by Bob Wilcox, a 
Newton softball player in this league for 23 years: (1) a cmllege kid rbrm outside 
the City or Newton but now living here - now eligible; (2) A Newton City employee but 
living in Medford - now eligible; (3) a man born and brought up in Newton, his parents 
continuinr to live in Newton, who trades·in Newton businesses-~ eligible. 

Mr. Burke incquired about paid ballplayers since the local paper has carried an "ad" 
but he was assured that there were no paid plauers in leagues. No one seemed to know 
where the advertisement for softball players had come from. 

Mr. Halloran painted out that eligibility, not only in softball, but other sports 
leagues was an issue to be delt with. 
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Mr. Ferguson wondered if the league eligibility might not remain the same for 
one year, at least until these problems could be worked out prior to 1975. Mr. 
Ferguson mentioned - that in order to clarify the soft-ball rules, that for 1 year 
those who played in the soft ball league prior to 1975 and or whose parents now live 
in Newton, be allowed to play this year. Sec ended by Judy Dean and unanimously voted 
in favor ( please note later change ) ~ 

Mr. Burke commented that football, basketball and baseball leagues should all be 
talked over and eligibility considered and decided for league play. 

The sponsors Df George's Cafe inquired about the Recreation Commission meetings since 
they sponsor several sports teams and would like to attend the meeting. Mr. Halloran 
explained that normal meeting dates are the )rd Monday of each month and assured them 
that they were welcome to attend. 

5. Election of Officers: Mr. Paul Burke nominated Dr. Levine as Chairman for the Commission 
No other nominations were presented and the secretary was then instructed to cast 1 
ballot thereby electing Dr. Burton D. Levine as Chairman of Recreation Commiaaion for 
another year. 

6. 

I 

Mr. Frank Fitzpatrick nominated Mr. Rice as Vice-chairman of the Commission. No 
other nominations were presented and the secretary was instructed to cast 1 ballot to 
elect Mr. Francis Rice as Vice-chairman of Recreation Commission fo~ another year 

Consideration of Tennis Rules and fees: Commissioner Halloran presented the proposed 
tennis rules, witha copy for each member. He explained that he recommended very few 
changes and the same fee structure. He emphasized that this is only for thoee reserved, 
outdoor courts at Newton Center, Burr Park and the night lighted courts at Newton South 
High. 

Mr. Halloran also mentioned that it appears that many people in the paso have 
bought tennis badges for other that the reserved couts and that these new rules 
would designate those places where permits ~ required, 

Mr. Rice moved to accept those rules and fees as presented - and it was so voted, 

7. Report on problems on filtration system at Gath pool: Commissioner Halloran reported 
that begining last summer, there had been a problem with the filtration system but 
that, at that time, it had been corrected on a temporary basis, allowing the summer 
swim season to continue without any interruption. However, before this season's 
openinp,, it must be corrected. After some difficulty, Paddock Pool, has been committed 
to make these repair~. The Paddock Pool representativec estimates that it will take 
from two to three weeks, at a cost of between $6,000. and $8,000. Money for this repair 
was anticipatee for this by Commissioner Halloran, and is in the current budget. Repairs 
should be completed by opening date in June. 

i 
B. Result of field-permit survey and distribution: Commissioner Halloran reported that 

the results of the field permit survey had been returned and complied, permits issued 
accordingly and most participants appear satisfied. 

*9. 

I 
The Commission members agreed to reconsider a motion and vote made earlier in the meet
ing regarding sot£6311 eiigibiiity rules. The revised mot1on ammended by Mr. Ferguson 
is as follows - and was so voted unanimously by the Recreation Commission. "In 
addition to the first 3 rules of th~ softball ryles already existing, that to clarify 
the softball league rules for men and women, that those who have played in the soft
ball league prior to 1975,~shall be allowed to play for one year". 

10. Mr. Al Smith of the "Gals League" spoke, requesting that more fields be made available 
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to this growinp. group. Involved last year, were 400 girls, swelling this year into 
5SO. Potential, he says, for an increase to 600 or 7JO "girls, He feels that an 
equalization of fields is needed•;between girls and boys and strongly reco1111ends this 
to the Commission. Additionally, he suggests, that whenever possible, that children 
be scheduled to play on fields as close to their homes as possible. This not only 
eliminates need for transportation but also garantees more involvement both by the 
children andtheir parents. 

Mr. Ferguson pointed out that he felt Commissioner Halloran was aware of the 
problems and would be the person to work any difficulties out with. Commissioner 
Halloran noted that permits requests had not been recieved until March 3rd and Little 
League had already recieved their permits. 

Mr. Smith indicated that he was willing to work with the Commissioner. He admits 
that his field request list was late because the director's car was stolen and lists 
were in it. They have since regrouped and a request that field use, be revised and 
equalized, has been presented to Recreation. 

Mr. Fer~son moved that the Commissioner and Mr. Smith work out the best solution 
to the problem, as presented to the Commission and it was so voted. 

11. Re est St. Mary of Carmen Society for their Annual Carnival at Hawthorn: Mr Leone 
has presented the groups annual request to Comm ss oner Halloran. !he dates are July 
lS to July 20th. 

Mr Burke motioned that this permit be granted to them and it was so voted 
unanimously with the understanding, of course, that rules and regulations set forth 
by the recreation Department be complied with. Nothing is to come into that playground 

I 
before 9:00 am on Tueday. 

12. Date of April Commission Meeting: Since the regular meeting date of April 21st is an 
April Holiday (Patriot's Day), it was found agreeable to all Commission Members, that 
the meeting be held on Tuesday evening, the 22nd of April. 

13. Questions regarding holding swim lessons on Passover and Easter Sunday: It was decided 
not to make any changes. However, if a child missed one of these sessions, they could 
make it up during April vacation, if necessary. 

14. New Businesst 

I 

A. Mr. Ferguson inquired as to when North High School pool will close for the 
season? It is scheduled to close on May 23rd. When it will reopen for the 
summer schedule has not been decided at this time. 

B. It is suggested that the commission consider rules ect. for the Newton Tag 
football League at it's May Meeting. 

c. Mr. Fitzpatrick requests that fee charpes for l~agues, be taken up at the 
next meeting and be adderl to the agenda. 

D. Mr. Ferguson sta+es that the swim lane for adults is not beinp followed. 

Meeting adjourned at_ 10;30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted 
Marjorie Lesbirel,Secretary 
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~~ON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

APRIL 21, 1975 

MU.1JTES 

Presents: Commissioner Russell J, Halloran, Chairman De. Levine Vice-chairman Mr. Rice 
Messers Fergusor., Burke and Baker and Mms Pepper, Dean and Stapleton (who acted 
as Secretary since Marfe Lesbirel was away on wacation) Mr. Fitzpatrick was 
absent, 

Meeting called to order at 7:40 PM. 

1. Minutes of March meeting were accepted as circulated, 

2, Reports of attendance, maintenance and meetings attended by Commissioner, were 
provided to menbers, 

3, Commissioner Halloran reproted on the following items: 

A, He had received a letter of appreciation from the family of Frank Donellon, 
in response to hes letter of sypathy, to the family, 

B. That he had been meeting with the new personel Director, John Richie and 
that had made plans to meet with Mr. Cox cf the Mass. Civil Service, in 
regard to seasonal help and filling vacancies, 

C. That he had met' with Al Smith of the "Gals League" and all is well - with all 
problems solved, 

D, That during the sale of tennis permits, a tennis survey was available to be 
filled out by tennis players, 

E, That the finance Committee had ruled favorably on Recreation's request for 
monies for Gath Pool - anr work would be finished in two weeks, · 

F. Re Cabot Park, a petition had been recieved from residents of the area 
describing the type of eouipment they woulr like for a tot - lot, Money i~ 
available for this. 

G. Williams School and money for tot-lot, may have to te transfered to another 
area. 

Proposed moving of the basketball courts at the school, which appear to be in 
little use, to make room for the tot-lot - were opposed by the school, 

H. Orientation for the leaders. General Information in folders for playground 
and swim areas. 

I. Mrs. Dean brought up the fact that South High tennis courts need lines painted. 
J. Copies of applications for alcoholic beverage permits and procedures were 

discussed. Forms, as shown were approved by Police Dept, 
K. Letters of appreciattion have gone to Sidney Hill at the close of the Special 

Swim program, for the use of their facility, 
L. Lynon Playground fence is up and looks nice. 
M. Recreation Department publicity is excellent and is reaching lots of people. 

4. Swimming rules & refulations were provided to members for their consideration, Mr. 
Ferguson moved to accept and it was so voted. 

Mr. Mr. Halloran commented that he w~s surprised at the number of people who use Notth 
High pool during the summer and it was certainly worth keeping it open, The High 
Diving board is closed to the public as too danferous (used by school for competitive 
work and only under strict supervision) 

Mrs. Dean inquired as to s•;im registration dates am' was informed that full information 
will be in this comming week's new releasee, 
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Hyde School Playground: Terry D'Euginto with adventure Play~round, He ~ave a 
demonstration or where, at the s~hcol, they wanted it. Mr Halloran is conrerned 
about the safty and maintenance of this equipment. There has been vandUism, tires 
burned at Burr, poles that. have left splinters ect. He would like res~onsibility 
clearly defined. Originally, plans called for PTA committees to do the maintenance 
on these playgrounds but this has not been done. 

Mr. Burke brought up the question as to who is liable in the event of serious accidents 
and Mr. Baker spoke of negligence aspect, from a legal point of view. 

Mr. Ferguson suggested that we put this in writing to the school when they accept the 
equipment. The City solicitor woulrl have to rule on accident liability ect. 

Mr. D 1 ~ugenio said that they have now started using cedar post -which do not expell 
splinters. 

Mr. Rice moved to accept Terry's plan as shown, and requests that in addition, he send 
a guideline letter to Mr. Halloran, as to what might be expected in the way of mainten
ance - and it was so voted. 

6. Mr. Halloran Introduced Nancy Morgan, a co-op student from Mt. Ida, who had been 
invited to sit in on this meeting. 

7. Day Jr. High School Tennis courts: Dr. Levine, Chaitman, appointed a committee on 
the motion of Mr. Burke's, to explore the matter fUrther. The committee appointed 
was the entire Commission. 

8. Report on Reorganization: Mayor's recommendations tn Aldermanic Committee - 4 yes, l-·-~ 

I 
l abstained. Maintenance would go to Public Works, if this does go through. Mr. _' 
Halloran commented that it looked goer' on pa.per but details neeri ·o be worl<ed out, 
he is still uncertain as to who woulr' issue field permits anrl how priorities would ~:;, 
be met by the new depatment or Parks & Fores y. Mr. Halloran wanted to go on recnrd .~ 
that if things didn't go well, he would prefer that maintanence trame back to this · --!"' 
department. The Cor:nnission ail!'eed. / ~ 

NEW BUSINESS: 

I 

a. Mrs Dean, Ward 5 Recrea·ion Commission representative, presented a petition from 
the residents of her area on swim registration procedures. They feel that some 
other manner of registration should be available to them. 

Mr. Ferguson asked if she had a~y suggestions 
the group had any suggestions. They didn't. 

situation. 

but she did'nt, he also asked if 
Mr. Halloran will look into the 

b. Mr. Baker informed the Commissioner that the trash harrell at the Ward School 
pleyground was gone - and that they really need one. 

c. In responce to Mr. Rice's query as to how the fence at Lyon's field stays in the 
ground, Mr. Halloran explained that it is in "sleeves" and is also removable. 

Meeting Adjorned at 9:15, next meeting on May 19th, at 7:30 PM. 

Carol Stapl ton 
ActinR Secretary 
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Present: 

Newton Recreation Commission 11eeting 

May 19, 1975 

Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Levine, Vice 
Chairman Francis Rice, Mmes. Jose?hine Pepper, Judith Dean, 
Mr. Nelson Baker and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary (Due to 
death of his mother, }~. Ferguson was unable to attend and 
1-:r. Fitzpatrick was in Japan.) 

l!eeting called to order at 7:45 P.H. by Chairmo.n Dr. Burton D. Levine. 

1. Ninutes of April meeting accepted as circulated. 

2. Due to an extremely heavy work load at this particular time of 
season, maintenance reports vrere not available prior to meeting. 
Nr. Halloran said that good weather increases vandalism problems 
and accompanying extra maintenance work. 

Reports of activities by Recreation, were provided to members 
and Cornmissioner Halloran's report of his activities and meetings 
during the past month. 

Commissioner Halloran reported on the following items: 

1. That the proposed reorganization plan for the City had been ~ 
rejected by the Aldermanic Board but that he felt it was I> 
likely that a new plan would be proposed. He has gone on ~ 

~ 

record with the Nayor' s Office as favoring that maintenance "'-
remain with the Recreation Department for w.ximum. efficiency.,;:: 

,'-

2. That the Junior Chamber of Commerce would once again hold 
a field day at:1the Uorth High School, with the cooperation 
and help of the Recreation Department. It is anticipated 
that Governor Dukakis and Secretary of State Guzzi will 
also be present at this affair. 

'c 

3. That "Springfest" held on Sunday at City Hall, was a success. 
Recreation's Gail Forman, Arts Coordinator, has enclosed a 
report on Recreation's participation in the supervision of 
the children's area and for an information booth and exhibit 
of Recreation activities. 

4. That tennis is now in full swing and that swim permits will 
go on sale shortly at the Albemarle area. He also invited 
all Commission members to avail themselves of swim permits. 

3. Nancy Rosoff, Director of Little People's School in vlest llewton 
with a request for a permit for a carnival. Due to a misunder
standing, }liss Rosoff thought she needed to get a permit from 
Recreation. Actually, since they are planning to have it on 
their own property and not on a Recreation playground site, it 
was explained that permission from Recreation was unnecessary, 
but the Commission did advise her to go to the City Clerk, Police 
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and Fire repartments for any necessay permits for rides, food, etc. 

4. Report on proposed tennis sites for Day Junior High School at 
Albe~~rle Playground, Commissioner Halloran reported that he had 
a 7:30 !.}', appointment meeting at the area <rith members of the 
School COimnittee, Nr, Hartin, Principal of Day Junior High School, 
John Eldert, Physical Education Instructor and l!rs. Pepper of the 
Newton Recreation .Commission. He exhibited a chart, showing the 
proposed layout of tennis courts, which was agreed upon, They 
are to the left of the Gath Pool area, Hr. Halloran's only 
concern WP.s that possibly foul balls from the playing fields 
might drop into the courts, 

5. 

}!r, Burke said that he would bow to the professionals, but really 
felt that there was a better spot, 

¥~. Rice mentioned that Recreation accent the location of the 
tennis courts at Albemarle as shown to the Commission by Com
missioner Halloran. It was seconded by .1-!rs, P.epper, and so 
moved with one person opposed, Hr. Burke, 

Proposed layout of fields at Nerrton North, including football 
fields and track were described by Commissioner Halloran. 
Planning Department's Richard Griffin has provided the layout, 
with the approval of Hr, Jim Ronayne of the Newton North High 
School. }!r, Halloran felt that it was a good workable plan, He 
reported that it would be necessary to regrade, resod and build 
the track, }!r, Gene Larson of Public Works Department for the 
City will present the funding proposal of $1,000,000, to the 
Board of Alderman, This would include stadium, new tennis courts, 
ball fields, parking lot etc. Due to the fiscal year funding, 
this must be accomplished by July 1. 

6, Cabot Park - Tot Lot: Commissioner Halloran as a point of infor
mation, explained that information on equipment had been forwarded 
to the Purchasing Agent for the $12,500, appropriated for this use, 

7. Bicentennial picnic, band concert and fireworks planned for July 3-
more on this later, 

8. Exhibit of famous Clydesdale horses at Hewton Centre Playground: 
Commissioner Halloran reported that this proposed exhibit had come 
to his attention via the Executive Department and the co-chairman 
of the Bicentennial celebration, These famous horses will be 
visiting Newton on the 28th of Hay and will be on display in 
I1e1-1ton Centre, then will probably travel to City Hall, for a 
total time of about 4 hours or more, in all, The Recreation 
Department will provide leadership during the afternoon and a 
Police detail will also be on hand. 

9. Hayer's Community Prayer Breakfast - to be held at Boston Colle~e 
on Hay 30. A table can be reserved seating 8 people, Dr, Levine, 
Chairman suggested that as many attend as possible, Cost of 
tickets is $5.00 each, Breakfast 1dll begin at 8:00 A.N. Reser
vations can be made with Nr, Halloran. 
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Consideration of ~'lard School Tennis: Mrs Edward Levy, in a letter 
to Commissioner Halloran, proposed that the tennis courts, which 
now· open at 9:00 A.H. throughout the City, be opened at 8:30 A.H. 
for the convenience of people who want to play tennis before work 
or when it is too hot later in the day. As she pointed out, there 
are no restrictions on tree saws, power mowers, trash and garbage 
collections - or other noisy activities. 

It was pointed out that clay courts still required work at this 
hour and it would be awkuard to open some courts and not all of 
them. It was generally felt thet the 9:00 A.H. time was a good 
time to open, considerate of those who objected to early playing 
but still accessible, within reason, to those who wanted to play 
before the heat of the day. 

}~. Rice motioned to retain the present tennis court openings at 
9:00 A.H. - and it was so moved. 

ll. New Business: 

mjb 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

Dr. Levine mentioned that until the past two years, the 
Commission hadn't met during July and August -would the 
members consider not meeting during this period? 

Commissioner Halloran pointed out that he felt meeting 
during this busy time of year <ras a real necessity and 
that he would like to continue to meet during these 
months. All present felt that if he felt this neces
sary, they would be willing to meet. 

Con~ssioner Halloran commented briefly on Summer Civil 
Service lists - or the lack of them. If Recreation 
doesn't receive them soon, he feels that he will have to 
make provisional appointments in order to open swim and 
playground facilities. He also said that $14,000 worth 
of new playground equipment has been delivered to the 
Auburndale Recreation Department area today. 

Hrs. Pepper reported that she had heard some really 
good comments on the pre-season swimming registrations. 
She said that people felt that it was handled efficiently 
and well. 

The next meeting of the Commission will be held on the 
3rd Monday of June - the next day, June 17 is a holiday, 
but no one seemed to feel it would interfere. 

E. Commissioner Halloran complimented Gil Champagne, saying 
that Recreation was indeed fortunate to have him available 
this year for our swimming program. As Mr. Halloran put 
it,'Uil is second to none in the entire country in the 
area of aquaticst" 

Heeting adjourned at 9:05P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

~~rjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 

' 

\ \J \) 
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NEilTON RECREATION CffiU•IISSia< HEETDW 

Uinutes of June 16, 1975 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Vice-Chairman Francis Rice, Hessers Paul Burke, Hmrard 
Ferguson, Nelson Baker, limes Josephine Pepper, Judith Dean & 
Harjorie Lesbirel, Secretary 

Heating called to order by Chairman, Dr. Levine, at 7:40 P.H. 

1. Ninutes of Hay meeting: It lias noted that Hr. Paul Burke 1 s name 
should be included, as beine present, and minutes accepted as 
a.'llended. 

2. !1onthly reports, maintenance z:eports €< Commissioner 1 s reports of 
activ:i.ties uere prov:i.ded to all Commission members. 

Commissioner Halloran reported on the follmiing items: 

a. New SUlllr.ler Recreation Department brochures - now printed and 
ready - currently being distributed to as wide a section of 
Ne·ilton residents as possible. 

b. Copies of summer Recreation playground and sHim manuals, 
;rhich ;rill be distributed to all sutllller personnel, uere pro
vided to each Commission member, for informational reading. 

c. Report of those activities and meetings attended by 
Commissioner Halloran during this month, distributed to all 
board members. 

d. Haintenance reports were mailed to members prior to this 
meetinG• 

e. Orientation information as to schedules, location, (Burr 
School), speakers, and activities, to be held on that day, 
~rere provided to all Cornmission Hembers. All, uere invited 
to attend if possible. 

f. Civil Service: Commissioner Halloran reported that all 
personnel for summer, part-time, or temporary positions was 
obtained through Civil Service, in accordance with Civil 
Service rules and regulations. This is, as usual, a real 
nightmare due to the fact that Civil Service is never sble 
to provide personnel in time for hiring for the sumner season 
- and - from now on, will contain lists of nai:Jes of out-of
city (anyuhere in Hass.J.chusetts) people for certification. 
In this case, this could mean that Recreation Department 
could be hiring mainly out-of-city residents for Heuton pro
er=s. 

Commissioner Halloran asl,ed for the thinkin;; of the Comrrl.ssion on 
this problem. His feelinr, uas that it ;rould be more efficient 
for all concerned, if the City o~ He;iton could eliminate Civil 
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Service for all temporary help, 

I-~. Ferguson moved, and it was so voted unamiously, that the 
Neuton Recreation Cor.nnission r;o on record to have all temporary 
or seasonal help req !ired by the Recreation Department, re
moved from jurisdiction, if possible, 

g. Commissioner Halloran reported that he has received a very 
nice letter from a Hrs. Spitzer, nith regard to the so-called 
Necrton Centre "hut", She is very pleased ~lith program and 
personnel at this playground, 

), Ten.'1is reservation system revision: Evidenced by long lines of 
potential tennis players on llondays (court sign-up time) 
Commissioner Halloran sought to have the tennis reservation system 
changed to accomodate more players, 

~~. Ed Fraktman, liason for Recreation Department and headmaster at 
llenton l!orth l!igh, >·rho has been overseeing the various tennis courts 
:in the city, cormented that~~dth the present tennis set-up, there is 
a heavy pressure point on Hondays at 5:ooP,!1, and that by 5:45 on 
the same day, courts for the ;.'Bek are filled, 

Proposed <ms a change of reservation system uhereby a rotating 
systen >rould go into effect, Uhile it would limit perd.t holdsrs 
to one hour per ueek, per single reservation (actually 2 hours per 
week), it ;10uld enable more residents to take part in the tennis 
programs, All agreed to begin immediately this neu system. 

Commissioner Halloran and I-~. Fraktman both commented on the really 
good public relations at the rerJlis courts supplied by the court 
attendants; Gordy Le.-ds, Paul Joyce and Jim HcLaut;hlin. Commission 
:member and tennis player, Judy Dean, thoroughly enjoyed these 
cormnents, 

In response to a question asked of him earlier, Cor.nnissioner 
Halloran asked if l~. Fraktma:n felt it uould be suitable for young 
children to accompany their parents inside the tennis courts while 
play uas going on, As he anticipated, !~. Frakyman vetoed this 
sugr:estion foo!'l a safety standpoint, 

4. Robert Banker: Equestrian School pronase~, A lmr key presentation 
by Nr, Banl,er for a long range consideration of a possible ridinc 
school progra." 1-dthin the City of Neirton, lias presented to the 
Corn.mssion, Three descriptive b!"lochures i·rere presented to ner:IDers 
of the Commission: 

a. "The lle<rton Therapeutic Ridins Academy I'< the llmrton 
Ridinz; Academy, Inc," 

b, "The lle<rton Riding Academy, Inc," (promotional material) 
c, "The lle~-rton Ridinz; Acadecy, Inc." (complete cost of progra.':l) 

1~. Banker uould like the Co=ission to become familiar uith this 
concept and >dll come back to discuss it further at a future meeting, 
He has spoken to the Planninc; Committee and Stanley Hiller, 1-dth 
regards to locatin:::; an Urban Riding Center near to a cosmopolitan 
area, He has felt that developing this type of program uould be ideal 
for llmrton and could nake use of underutilized lands in the City, 
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l!r. Burke asked him if he had spoken •·rith the City Ler;aJ. Depart
ment. He replied that he had not, as he uanted to find out just 
hm-1 the recreation felt about this concept before he approached the 
City Solicitor. 

lfr. Halloran suggested that it r.d.ght be a good idea to study and 
consider this proposaJ. before presenting it to the City Solicitor. 
\ihile Dr. Levine and Hr. Burke both felt that an opinion uould be 
necessary, frora the LegaJ. Department, before any action Has taken, 
they thought further consideration of the idea, possible at the 
next :meeting, ~10uld be acceptable. (Hr. Ferguson motioned that 
Commissioner Haloran consult uith the City Solicitor to see uhat 
the le;;al aspect >ras - and then report back to the Co:mr:J.ssion -
however this :motion,was not followed through). Commissioner 
Halloran sum:;ested that it would be a good idea if all :mar.Jbers 
read over and reviewed the :material presented this evening. 

Ifrs. Levy - re0ardin" tennis court: rules and reservations: lfr. 
Ferguson reported that while Hrs. Levy had been invited to come to 
the Commission :meeting this evening, she decided not to come since 
she had nothing constructive to contribute. 

11Life Course" at Auburndale: Dr. Bu."Cbaum and Don Drown are hopefully 
nearing completion of this nunbcres station, exercise course and the 
grand opening is tentatively planned for June 28th. Governor 
DtUoikis has indicated an interest in this inovational exercise and 
hopes to be able to attend the ceremonies. 

7. Fire1-rorks in connection uith Bicentennial celebration: Commissioner 
Halloran has met with Chief Quin.'l of the Nmrton Police and the 
Executive Department and later with the Bicentennial Committee. 
The Police Department is concerned ~lith crow·d control rather than the 
actual. fire;TOrks. It has nmr been decided to cancel the f:l:reuorks 

/67 

and concentrate instead on the picnic and concert at the lleuton Centre 
Playground. 

8. Touch Football eliv,ibility: Uilliam Barry, supervisor of the Lea[>Ue, 
presented, •-rhat he felt, nere fair eligibility requirements, taking 
into consideration those soft-ball requirements determined earlier. 
this year for that lea[>Ue. Eight teams will be involved in Touch 
Football. 

Host Commission members felt that Recreation uould be duty-bound to 
stick with the similar softball eligibility rules as established by 
the Commissioner earlier this year. 

l!r. Burke ooved, Md it was so voted, that the eligibility rules 
established for thr Touch Football as recommended in Hr. Barry's 

letter of June 11, 1975, be accepted. 

9. st. Hary of Ca:nnen Society Carnival: Earlier this yea:r, a perr.d.t 
for July lS th to July 20th was granted to this group for a carnival 
to be held at Hauthon field. Since then, considerable money and 
work have gone into improvement of the field. Concern by I·Tr. 

·Halloran was expressed, due to the fact that after the perr.d.t ~ras 
issued, field uork was done - such as resodding, etc. Heavy traffic, 
as will be expected 1·lith a carnivaJ., could seriously damage these 
fields where money has been eJ~ended for improvements. 
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Commissioner Halloran reported that he woill.d be meeting .with .the1 · · 
carnival group shortly, and if the Commission had no objections, 
would suggest an alternate site at Allison !ield. 

Nr. Burke also said that he would be meeting tdtb AJ.derman AndreH 
llagni, who is in the area and at-rare of both the situation from the 
carnival viewpoint and also the Recreation situation. 

In an illlpromptu meeting in one of the Comr~ittee rooms between Mr. 
Burke and Alderman Hagni, Hr. Burke returned to say that Alderman 
Nagni liill call Hr. Halloran on next Uednesday and plan to make 
an appoint.'l:ent to discuss this problem mth him. 

10. New Business: 

a. Inovation playground maintenance: The question of 
maintenance and whose responsibility is constantly 
ar1.smg. These various inovational playgrounds uere 
all bull t by the PI' A 1 s and sanctioned by Principals 
of the various schools. 

According to John Gilliland of the School Department, 
he agrees that the School Department is responsible 
for the maintenance of these inovational playgrounds 
- not the Recreation Department. 

b. Lassie Lea;ue Presentation of tropics: Commission 
Hember, Hot-Tard Ferguson, attended this function for 
200 girls <Tho took part in the end-of-season festivities 
of the Junior High Girl 1 s soft-ball leaGUe uhich is 
supervised by Fran Towle· of the Department. 

~1r. Ferguson reported that he had a very enjoyable 
time and uas much illlpressed tdth Hiss To;Tle's super
Vl.Sl.on. He also was invited to join the group for 
refreshments of pizza and coke, provided by Fran. 

c. Swim taO's: SHim tags are on sale at all swim areas 
and are interchangeable. 

Commissioner Halloran also reported that the heater at 
the Gath Pool is not uorking at t'1is time. It has been 
there since the pool uas built and probably ;Till need to 
be replaced. The sun, at this time, ;Till ceratinly help 
to warm the Hater for the tine being, he said, until 
it is decided hou to precede - either <11th repairs or 
replacement. 

Heetinz adjourned at 9:00 P.H. 

Respectfully submitted 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Sec:retary 
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liD/TON RECREATIOH COBHISSION l!EETTI!G 

July 2l, ,1975 

Nmutes 

Present: Comnissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Vice-chairman Francis Rice, Paul J. Burke, Ho>;ard Ferguson, 
Nelson Baker, Frank Fitzpatrick, Josephine Pepper, Judith Dean, 
and }larjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Heetmg called to order by Chairman, Dr. Levine, at 7:40 p.m. 

l. 

2. 

llinutes of June meetmg 1;ere accepted as read. 

Honthly reports, r.Jallltenance reports and mmutes <rere provided to 
menbers prior to meetin~. Ueports of Commissioner Halloran's activities 
durmg the month were distributed. Additionally, the Comnissioner 
reported on the Orientation sessions held at the Burr School prior to 
the opening of the playground season. Currently operating are1 27 play
ground~, 2 handicapped and special camps, Crystal Lake, Gath Pool, 
and the mdoor pool at North High. Swimming is the top activity at 
this point due to the extreme heat. 

Commissioner Halloran reported briefly that, at the Commission's 
direction, a letter has gone to the Hayer requesting that all se:1sonal, 
part-time help be removed from Civil Service jurisdiction and the Hayer 
has requested the Personnel Department to mvestir,ate this possibility. 

Additional comments from Commissioner Halloran resarded the potential 
problem at Crystal ;rhen a l4 year old youngster evidently experienced 
a heart problem and had to be taken to Ne;rton-Uellesley llo;;;pital. The 
staff did an-_ excellent job on this occasion ll1 getting the person out 
o:f the •·rater and providing support service until Police arrived. He 
also conmented about a "letter to the Editor" regarding the protest of 
a parent because his child was refused a m;im test. Hr. Halloran 
has responded to this letter explaining thatfuis occured during a 
severe heat wave •men there uere over 1000 people ll1 the 1nter. 
Obviously this was not the time, when safety of many, could be sacri
ficed for the convenience of one. llr. Halloran supported the staff in 
the connent that "staff acted ll1 proper and diplonatic uay under 
existing conditions." He feels that safety is prime importancel 

3. Dr. Robert Buxbaum - Life Course 
At 7:50p.m., Dr. Buxbaum provided the Commission •nth several slides 
o:f the ne;r life course ll1 action. Openmg day was during a pourin:::; 
rain st.orm but in spite of that, many uere there. Dr. 3uxbaum re-
ported that ma.'"ly people are no.r usin;:; it, qlite a :few· of these are 
family groups. He is most enthusiastic aJout it. Outside groups from 
other cities and tmms are expressing mterest about it. Outside groups 
from other cities and towns are expressine interest since Nmrton' s course 
is the "first". 

Recommendations by Dr. Buxbau..11 uere some additional ;rork on the path it
self. His recolllr.lendatio~is for a 2-foot <ride path of sand and saudust 
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mix, just <<ide enough to handle 2 persons abreast. The graphics and 
equipment are really great, he says and sometime1it might be a good 
idea, to have instructional material, uith audio, or in person. He also 
recoMrJended additional forest paths of this same type in other areas in 
Newton such as Eduand's Park, Cold Spring Playground, etc. 

4. Introduction of Recreation field •rorker, Candy En~ish, from Slippery 
Roc:!t College by !lr. Halloran. She has just completed her field uorl: 
here and 1r.Lll be ret~~ to her area. 

5. In reference to the cancelled i'ireuorks, Commissioner Halloran conrnented 
briefly on his concern regarding cro>Td behavior and vandalism, He 
reparted that he had attended a spe~ial meeting held at Cith Hall with 
the Ne1Tton Public Health and Safety Committee. He also Nentioned that 
the Nmrt.on-Waltham Tribune had an excellent byline uhich described the 
situation: "Lazy Parents, Liquor, No Jobs a Trouble", uas the title. 
lihile this uas good, he also described the fact that the bad kids got 
all the publicity instead of the 95% or uore, uho never had any 
problems and i'unctionned well in society. 

6, Nmrt.on Nvrth indoor pror;rcJlS for Fall ~,rill begin in October. Fee policy 
v.hich is recominended by Hr, Halloran is: 

- appr~ve use of' last year's ID card 
- no fee above original cost of the ID 

As l!r, Halloran pointed out, 4700 people used these cards during the 
last season progr~~ and basically, the Commissioner and Commission 
members have felt that these facilities should be available to as Many 
as possible, at no charge. 

a. Hr. Ferc;uson moved, and it 1ms so voted unanimouslY] that those uho 
have ID cards may continue to use those cards, at no cost to June 
1976, unless it has to be replaced due to loss. 

b. Hr. Rice moved and it 1-ms so voted unanimoutly, that no fees are to 
be charged for use of facilities, be:rond the cost of the ID card. 

7. Report of St. Harr of Carmen Society Festivities 
In the past fev. years, this group has held a Carnival at HmTthorn. 
1bis year, due to the fact that fields has been renovated, it was 
deemed inapprppriate by Hayor and l!r. Salter to hold a carnival, with 
attending foot and vehicular traffic on these nevrly erasses areas. 
Allison vras suggested as an alternate site but the Society did not 
Hant to hold it there or at Post #440. 

They decided on a festival instead 1which lasted for 2 days1and uas held 
at Hawthorn but uas kept off grass 1dth no commercial activities. Viith 
fine cooperation from l'!r, Nunzio Leone, fue Chairman, activities uere 
good, with no l·rear or tear, or.Feports of my problems. Alderman Andreu 
IL::ni, 11Fats11 Pelligrini and ll'/r'. Leone worked hard to nake this a 
success. 

Comments from the residents of the area, reported by Hr. Fitzpatrick of 
the Recreation Comr:rl.ssion1said that this year's festivities uere "A 
blessins in disguise - '<nth no big carnival rides and resultins confu
sion and crcn'lds". 
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Equestria.'1. School 
Commissioner Halloran, in referring to the presentation made to the 
Commission last month by •:.Obert Jan.l<er, suggests that the Commission 
noveslowly and cautiously on this project. He recommended a committee 
to study this proposed proc;ra.'"• 

llr Burke disagrees. He feels that the Commission should first inves
tigate through the City Legal Department to see if such a progra.>;~would 
even be a le~al possibility. 

Nr. Burke next noved1 and it ~ras l!'nanimously voted by the Commission, th:.t 
Commissioner Halloran contact the City of lleuton La>< Department on the 
le~ality of this proposal before the next Commission ~~eting in AUu~st. 

9. Fall, .-linter, and Sprin:c; Brochure 
Hill be similar to summer - hope to have it out in school by nid
September. 

10. Annual Reuorts 
The lln.;:ror has ili.forr:1ed Recreation that a neu report should be prepared 
from July 1, 1974 to June 30, 1975. 

ll. Resurfacing of Hewton South HV;h Tennis Courts S 
0 Due to heavy school use early in the season, it was inpossible to re- 1: 

surface the ten."lis courts as planned. It takes 4 to 5 ueeks to complete ( c ;• ' 
and uhile the Fall would be ide'll, the •feather is a little unprec;J.~ta.llle 
at that time. At present, Hr. Halloran estimated that the uorkVb'e done 
in 3 or 4 ueeks. -1 

NEI'i' BUSINESS 

A. Hl: HAlloran reprted that several pieces of neu eq;rl.pnent have n~r been 
ilistalled at Lyons field especially for young children, They consist of 
a 5-foot slide, a Stagecoach and 4 Spring Horses. 

~ 

llr. Hike LeConti, uho Has present at this meeting
1

co::unent<od that they uere 
gettine losts of use and uere terrific. 

B. Charles River Skating Acqtrl.sition 
1-lr. Burke reported that the State now has a bill on file <thereby they are 
considering the purchase of this He<rton ?acility. 

•. Hrs. Dean inquired if it Hould be possible to obtain the bill number? 

C. Vandalis'"- in the City 
Hr. :Jurke stated that he was very pessimistic about the amount of vandal
ism in the various playgrounds. Huch of this trouble, he feels, is 
attributable to the drinking cy younger children in the 14, 15 and 16 a:;e 
category. His belief is that the drinking age could be raised again, it 
~rould help alleviate some of these problems. The onl;r Hay this could 
be done ,is to make a change in the 11assachusetts Law. Uith this in nind, 
Hr. Burke moved that the ftecreation Coi!Unission go on record in c'avor of 
changing the drinking age lm; from 18 to 21. This was seconded by }!r. 
Ferguson and so voted unaninously by the Commission. 

At this time, ituas also recommended that Commissioner Halloran ~rrite a 
letter endorsin::; this decision to the Ezecutive Bra."lch, Governor D'-!kakis; 
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: to the 4 Hassachusetts representatives and to Senator Jack Bacla:lan 
(if possible to contain the bill number). 

~ 

D. lle~r President of Ne•rton Youth Hcrl;e:y: it ,;as reported, is Paul Holloy. 

Next meeting of the Commission will be on August 18, 1?75. Hr. Baker 
.rill not be aYailable durin::; the ueek, he says, 

!1eeting adjourned at 8:45 p,m, 

HL/bap 

Respectfully submitted, 

l~rjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 



I 

I 

I 

Newton Recreation Commission !1eeting 

August 18, 1975 

Minutes 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Vice-Chairman, Francis Rice, Messers Howard Ferguson, Frank 
Fitzpatrick and Mms. Judy Dean and ¥~rjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

l!eeting called to order by Chairman Dr. Levine, at 7:45 P.M. 

Minutes of the July 21, 1975, meeting accepted as circulated. 

A. Reports: l:ilintenance reports were distributed to members; monthly 
attendance reports were not available due to shortage of clerical 
staff but will be mailed some time next week. 

Commissioner Halloran's reports of his activities and meetings he 
has attended were distributed and he reported on various items of 
interest as follows: 

l. Letter from the "Jimley" Fund" thanking him and the Hewtcn 
Recreation Department for the contribution of $300, which will 
be used in children's cancer research programs. 

2. Letter from Governor Dukakis in response to his letter and the 
resolution of the Recreation Commission, indicating their 
recommendation for legislation to raise the drinking age to 21. 

3. Letter from l-!ayor Theodore D. Mann, commending the Recreation 
Department on the presentation of "Husic }:£tn11 , and commenting 
that he considered it one of the "high points of all our 
recreational activities over the years." 

4. Letter received from Alderman Edward Richmond, with regard to 
the new "Life Course" in Auburndale and suggesting a meeting 
at his home, to informally discuss the potentiality of a.public 
education program which might be initiated in connection with 
the use of this course. 

5. Letter from Societa l-laschile Di Maria Santissima Del Carmine, 
describing this year's 40th Annual Festival, as one of the best 
they ever had, terminating with a religious procession in the 
afternoon and a concert during the evening at Hawthorn Park. 

6. Senior Citizen Picnic at Hawthorn this past Sunday, hosted by 
"Fat" Pelligrini - all seniors had a great time. l1r. Halloran 
attended. 

7. Cultural Arts programs were very successful this year, the 
playgrounds have been well attended this year and will be 
closing the end of this week, with the exception of some of 
the large playgrounds which will rem~in open for awhile. 
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8. Mr. Halloran said he was particularly pleased with the main
tenance programs this year, under the excellent guidance of 
Frank Shea, the Recreation Foreman. He also told the Commission 
that his right hand man, Jim Hurphy, is in the hospital for 
awhile and suggests that they call or write him. He also gave 
Jim's hospital address and room number. 

9. South High tennis courts are nearly complete with a special 
resilient surface, applied in two colors. Lines will go down 
shortly and he is hoping that the public will be very happy 
with these refurbushed courts. 

10. Y~. Halloran reported on the recent Hula Hoop & Frisbee contests 
held during the past month and the fine production of "Music 
Han", which was a sellout- during a record breaking heat wave 
the last of July and the first of August. (He also commented 
briefly on the accident which occurred to one of the female stage 
hands when a piano slipped as they were moving it during the 
takedown of the set on the Saturday after the final performance.) 

11. Commissioner Halloran enthusiastically presented the new 
Recreation "Special Needs Program Staff Hanual" • Compiled at 
his request by the eminently qualified, Ed Hurphy of the Summer 
Recreation staff, it is probably the first of its kind prepared 
in this State. The program will, it is thought, become 
available as an enrichment source to supplement recreation 
programs already presented by this Department, for all Newton 
children in the "special needs" category, beginning this fall, 
in October. 

B. New Business: Since two visitors, Barbara Kapland and Jonathan Hale, 
were anxious to present a petition to keep Crystal Lake open into 
September, it was decided to allow them to make their presentation 
at this time. 

They presented their petition, but, as it was explained to them, it 
just isn't possible, for a number of reasons. 'First of all is the 
lack of staff. Swim staff is pretty generally composed of qualified, 
college students - at the start of September, headed back for various 
colleges throughout the country. A poll of those available, turned 
up only five that could work (regular summer staff is at least thirty
three). Secondly is the fact that budget funds would not be available. 
Since Gath Pool is heated and staff sufficient to operate, it has been 
the practice of the Department to consolidate all swimming progra~E 
in this area for the month of September. Crystal Lake also becomes 
pretty chilly during September. 

They requested, and were assured that it would be considered, that 
in the new upcoming budget for next year, consideration would be 
given to obtaining funds to keep the Lake open for at least the 
first tno weeks of September. 
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Lisa Lezell and Cultural Arts Slide Presentation: Commissioner 
Halloran introduced Hiss Lezell of the CUltural Arts Program, who 
has earlier assisted Gail Forman, who left the Department on the 
first of August. Miss Lezell has been taking pictures most of the 
summer, both of programs and equipment, in the various areas. Her 
slides were colorful and informative, with comments on the equip
ment by Hr. Halloran and some descriptions of programs and the 
people active in the programs, by Hiss Lezell• 

L!TERI"ISSION WAS CALLED AT THIS TillE IN ORDER FOR ALL TO 

HEAR HAYOR 11ANlf'S "State of the CitY'' SPEECH IN THE 

ALDER!1AN CHA!1BERS. 

D. Report by Legal Department of City of Neuton. on proposed equestrian 
school was not available at this time, }~. Halloran said, due to 
vacations etc. but it is anticipated it will be ready for the 
September Commission meeting. 

E. Indoor Tennis Rules, Regulations, and locations: Fall & Winter plans 
proposed by the Commissioner, include indoor tennis at North High in 
one court evenings, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; 2 courts 
Saturday; nearly all day and 2 courts on Sund~ty from 10:00 A.M. to 
7:00P.M. In addition to those courts at North High, South High 
indoor courts would be available with a separate telephone number to 
make reservations directly. 

Reservation system would require a Recreation I~. card, plus a 
registration card issued by the Recreation Department which would 
be numbered and would expire on a date set by the Department. Only 
300 cards would be issued - until the next period of registration, 
This arrangement would allow more over-all tennis reservations by 
more people - and equitable for all. 

The Recreation Commission's only suggestion was that, plus the 300 
registration, a 10% - or 30 additional nanes, be held on a waiting 
list. 

}~. Rice moved to accept the proposed regulations for use of the 
indoor te!h~s system for the winter of 1975-1976, including the 
10% waiting list as was suggested, and it was so vottd unanimously. 

F. Further comments on "Husic }!an": Commissioner Halloran reported on 
costs of the joint venture of the Recreation Department and the 
l!usic Department of the School, with Gary Good from the School 
Department, producing this well known musical, As was mentioned 
earlier, a sellout on both nights, in spite of tremendous heat, a 
terrific cast and a superior production were the result, The Hayer 
attended and sent Commissioner Halloran a letter complimenting the 
Recreation Department on this cultural achievement in the City of 
Hewton. 

}~. Rice suggested, that he would like to see more students and people 
involved, if it was decided to present another play or musical next 
year. Possibly a production such as "South Pacific" '\Ti th a larger 
cast, was one of the suggestions. 
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, ¥~. Halloran pointed out that not only the actual cast, but stage 
hands, musicians plus a clerical staff etc. were involved and that 
actually a considerable number of people nere involved, 

G, Report on vlater Show at Crystal Lake: Hr, Halloran said that this 
Water Safety Show was excellent. Mrs. Hest and Gil Champagne presented 
achievement awards to summer swim participants. Mr. Halloran labeled 
the exhibition "very impressive", 

}!r, Halloran said that the Gath Pool Water Show will be held on next 
Thursday, August 21, at 9:00 A,!1, 

H. Fall and viinter Recreation Brochure will be ready for distribution 
about the 3rd week of September, Mr. Halloran reported, 

I. Consideration of Crystal Lake Rules & Regulations to be determined 
since the questions about ice fishing on the lake in winter, and 
summer sailing plus enforcement of "no trespassing" etc. needs to 
be determined, 

At present, if areas are not posted for "no trespassing", etc, 
Police cannot prosecute - except on felony charges, for vandalism, 
drinking etc. 

Next l!'.eeting will be on September 15. Commission members also 
requested Y!l", Halloran compose a letter of sympathy to Paul Burke 
of the Commission, and his family, due to the tragic accidental 
death of his son-in-law, in a recent motor accident, 

}\r, Ferguson moved to adjourn meeting at 9:25 P.H. 

mjb 

Respectfully submitted 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Ueuton Recreation Commission Heating 
September 22, l97b 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Vice-chairman, Francis Rice, Houard Ferguson, Nelson Baker, Paul 
Burke, Judith Dean and Harjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Heeting c 'lied to order by Chairman Dr. Levine at 7:45 p.m. 

A. Reports of naintenance, programs, monthly report ~~d Commissioner's re
port of activities uere distributed to members. 

B. Commissioner Halloran reported briefly on the follotvine items: 

1. That - Au;::ust had been a tre:~endously busy month mth water shous 
bein;:; held at both Crystal Lake and C:ath Pool t;hich he attended. 
Pleyground co~leted the summer season and maintenance is never 
endin(! - with one season constantly overlapping before more demands 
are made on them. ;,s usual Frank Shea, Recreation Foreman, and his 
assistant, J 0 e Toronto, do a superior job of coping with this 
sched·c.J.e, llr. Halloran said. 

2. That - the Commissioner recently met, on Aueust 20th, uith Eayor !I nn 
a:1d the liDC Commissioner, John Snedeker. They toured both the River
side area which HDC has, for a nu:nber of years, planned to develop 
for a skatin:; and tennis area - also the Charles River Ice Skatinz 
O:acility ullich is for sJ.le. Commissioner Snedeker was nest impressed 
with the skating area, this would serve a whole ne'<T group of resi -
dents in the Neuton-lleedham area. 

The HeHton Recreation Commission >rould enforce the acqoisition of this 
of this rink by the l,IDC as a further opportunity for recreation in 
Ne1-rton. The l!ayor has also indicated that this concept of a region
al operation would be an attractive adjunct to !lm;ton Recreation. 

According oo a letter which was enclosed in this nonth's Con~ssion 
folder, Riverside Recreation Area plans considered by~IDC, are for 
improved passive use, such ~s picnic areas, outdoor tennis courts, 
canoe launching, ualkint~ trails, etc, 

At this tir:te, there has been no further response by either HDC or 
Governor regarding these areas. 

3. That - the brochure for P.ecreation Programs, Fall nnd "inter, have 
today been received and the Department is already distributing them 
through various agencies. A supply will co to the Net·rton School 
Department today, the City Hall has a supply, Helcome Ha(;on will 
receive theirs oii Uednesday and the Library, "hsnber of comnerce, etc. 

• 

will also receive theirs. -

That- l!aintenance is nost difficult to keep on top of, since seasons 
overlap and there are extremely heavy demands from all sources on the 
crelis. Ho;rever, Frank Shea and Joe Taranto, the foreman and assistc.nt, 
are doing a great job. 

5. That - Jim l!urphy has reported that his doctors have Given him an 
excellent report and that he •Till be returning to uork this Uednesday. 
Kr. Halloran says he is a tremendous asset to the departr-.ent and that 
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he is thrilled to have hir.t coming back. 

6. That - the unlighted courts at Newton '"'outh Hi:;:h, uhich li'ere in 
really bad condition, have n~i' been resurfaced and improved dras
tically uith a tuo-color resiliant surface l·Thich is easy to play on 
in a green and tan - excellent visibility. Have received very favor
able comments on it here at the department already. 

C. Pfoposal for mtUlicipal anir.Al shelter on Recreation land gr Carol Fishberg: 
Accordin:: to Carol, a desperate need exists in lleuton for sane type of 
permanent, staffed shelter for cats and dogs. At present no facilities 
exist for this or for adoption of lost or um1anted small al<imals. Under 
the present arranp;er:1ent Hith the Doc; Officer of the Neuton Police, a con
tract uith a local vet for a one day 11hold11 is the onlything available. 
At the end o:!" that tir.te the linir.Al is destroyed. The Police, uho are 
responsible for these ~~ir.tal~, evidently resort to all types of alternate 
arran:;:enents to save these anirnals, such as taking then home and ma.Jd.ng 
person2l efforts to locate suitable homes for them rather than having 
them killed. At present over 20CJ dogs are killed arnmally in NecTton. 
There is nothing available for cats ~~d they are destroyed imnediat<!lly. 

Carol Fishberg and her associate, Bonnie Bradley, have suggested that 
Recreation land on "inchester Street and a buildinG thereon; uhich was 
formerly a Police garage and is noti' boardel up and not used, might be a 
possible site for this shelter. 

At this point a shelter is their first concern. Later they ;r.[Ll have to 
consider staffing and she says, that it is their earnest hope that the 
City of NeHton may consider helping lTith this. First, they must find out 
if the Recreation Commission uould :!"avor the use of this land for their 
purpose. 

Dr. Levine said that he felt that rather than the Commission r.a.ld.ng any 
decision at this tire, it would be adviseable to ascertain if a shelter 
on City land, operated by a private group, uould be legal. 

Hr. Ferguson them moved that the Recreation Cornnissioner request a let;al 
opinion fron the !Ienton City Solicitor, askin:; if it ~Tould be proper for 
the Recreation Commission to consider the allouance of a private, non
profit group, to conduct an animal shelter on Hecreation land - or build
ine - and it <1as so noved unaninously. 

Dr. Levine also sugr:;ested that Carol r.et in touch 'Tith a sL'U.lar service 
in Brookline uho arran;::;es for shelter and adoptions and talk Hith them 
to get additional information as to uhat arrangenents and problems their 
orga.~ization encounters. He uill call her and give her the telephone 
number of the person in charge. 

D. Robert Danker and proposed equestrian school in lletTton: At the request of 
Commi:>sioner Halloran, a lec;al opinion uas requ8sted from the 11emton City 
Solicitor when this pro::ram Has first proposed. Hm1ever since the 
opinion received is someuhat a:nbivalent and depending upon a variety of 
circr:..mstances, could - or could not, be implemented, Dr. Levine su:;gested, 
•Tith Comrl.snioner Halloran' n approval, that a :;pecial study committee be 
forned to detew.ine just lffiat li'ould be involved in this proposed program. 

Dr. Levine thereup._.on appointed Nelson Baker to head a committee eonsist
ing of Judy Dean and Fran Rice. Cor.u:ri.ssioner Halloran •·Till of course, be 
norkin:; closely mth group, also. Hr. Banker haG made himself a'railable 
to this comnittee also. 
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It 1-ms suggested that the Cor.mri.ttee be prepared to present their report 
at the l!ovember Recreation Cor.mri.ssion Heeting. 

E. Consideration of AldenJa.'1 Ed Richmond's suf'r;estion for additional comm
uni tv use of the 11 Life Course11 : 
He will be co~ducting a public meetin at City Hall on October 1st, at 
8:00p,n. to invite discussion on this. 

Since the orisinal nr,lre Course'! ~rhich uas b'.ti.lt at Aub'JTildale playgrmmd
1 

opened, much interest has been expressed by various NmTton citizens, 
Alderman Richmond has indicated that such an interest suggests other 
l! ewton sites. 

The Ne~rton HiGhlands Area Council, an elected group of nine area 
residents, representing 2,5CO voters in the llevTton Highl3nds area, -vras 
present at this meeting and indicated a serious interest in developing 
a new "Life Course" in the Cold Spring playt;round, in that area, 

The Net-rton Hic;hlands 0 ouncil had invited Dr. Robert Buxbaum, one of the 
originators of the Recreation's Life Course at Auburndile, to come to 
their meeting and present a slide shm; and explain the course. 

The 0 ouncll is nou in the process of sending out questionaires to the 
area people and t:leooers, According to City Charter laH, they must re
ceive a response to at least 20% of those people polled before taking 
a positive in the Council, 

Hr. Schisenney, the Chairman for their Recreation Co:mmittee, spoke to 
the Recreation Comnission regarding his concerns for the development of 
Cold Springs Playground, He says that he has provided 1,200 question
naires to the Highlands area and the Beethoven Pl'JI. - and as of nm·r, has 
received 120 responses - or approxim:3.tely 10% return, They ulll continue 
to obtain info~tion from abutters, etc. (an abutter in this case, 
was determined to be a person ~rithin a quarter mile radius of the site). 

One concern expressed by ab abutter who lives on the access road on 
Dt:ncklee Stree, was the influx of cars and the consideration of a park
inc; problem on this narrOH roadHay. Beacon Street, it uas suggested, 
might be an alternate site for parking. 

Commissioner Halloran, after suegestin;that they 1-rork closely 1-Tith the 
City Planning Department, as they are presently , told them as a point 
o.f interest, that budget preparations would begin shortly as December 
1st uas the deadline, If the;,- plan to go ahead, they must provide 
information as to labor costs, equipment and signs, prior to this, in 
order to be included in the ne•r budget of Recreation, fhey indicated 
that the neighborhood uould be "10st Hilling to uork physically, 1Tith 
the project, in order to expediate implementation. 

Commissioner Halloran said that the next Conrnission meeting would be on 
October 20th - if they can makea report by that time. Hr. Schieinney 
and Hr. Fleishman both felt that full reports would probably not be 
completed by that time ho>revcr, 

F. !JQTGh High Proera:ns beeinninr>: NeH brochures Here presented to all of the 
Commission members and ;Till be a-rallable at t!le Recreation Department, 
both at the office and at the mms gym/mrim facilities as well as the 
School Department, City Hall, Libraries, Chamber of Commerce and \Jelcome 
Hagen. 
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Dr. Levine also suggested that the m~ schedule be put in the local 
papers next ueek and Hr. Halloran assured hin that this would be done 
in next week's news release. 

~\6. 
!-!r. Halloran 

1 
that Carol Stapleton had "t'Torked long and hard on the pre

paration of these excellent brochures and uas to be conbl'atulated on a 
"j o b well done" • 

Hr. B".ker reported, in a statement on the suimming lessons available to 
adults, that friends of his had siuned up for lessons, had learned to 
m~ uith increasing skill and uere ve!"J pleased ;Tith the program. He 
has had several very good comments on the adult miimrUng progr=s. 

6. Heo<l' Business: 

\~ 

1. Hr. Ferguson inquired as to ;mather any further action had been pro
proposed for the covering of the Gath Pool? 

2. 

Hr Burke said that, as he recalled, the Hayor felt that no further 
action should be taken on covering Gath Pool until such time as the 

"t'Tinter (North HislJ.) indoor swim program could be evaluated - to 
·see if it uas really necessary for Neuton to have t-.m indoor, 
uintertime pool facilities. 

Hr. Burke suegested that this year would be the time to make an 
evaluation of the indoor pool facilities. 

llr. Ferguson says that he feels that·:it isn't possible to handle the 
a.nount of people who are interested in m-:i.~g in ,one pool. 

Commissioner Halloran called to the attention of the Commission the 
fact that the Capital Improvement budget would be coming up soon. 
As he said, it is up to the Cornnission to set priorities for the 
Capital Budget of 76-77 and, if they feel strongly, either for or 
asainst an indoor pool, this can be reinforced by their selections 
at budget time. 

A spectator, l!arilyn Siccarello, inquired if it might not be possible 
next year to keep the Gath Pool open during t:1e month of September by 
cuttin~:> dmm on the number of life guards on duty during that nonth. 

Hr. !Ialloran explained to her that the cost for guards or other~·Tise 
•ras not the decid:ing factor and i n fact, he had pla.."'lned to be open 
all month but that the laclc of attendance uas the reason for closing 
the pool.(lack of heat in the pool due to heater breakdo;m did effect 
the attendance). 

3. Halloween Parties:, Cornaissioner Halloran commented on the lack of 
involvement of the School PTAs. Formerly they •·m:r'e very active, these 
organizations no;r seem to be less <Tilling to uork uith Halloueen 
parties than they have been in paotvyears. Only 4 schools have re
plied affirmatively for parties. Hore nay respond but as Commissioner 
llalloran "aid, possibly at the OctoSer meeting, it ~2ghtobe advised 
for the Recreation Cor.lrlission to consider terminating grade school 
parties and then concentratl on Junior and HiGh School parties o.nd 
dances. !!onies fornerly used could then be utilized in these very 
popular parties. 

4. Hr. Halloran reported that the Cabot Park installation of playground 
equipment !cnmm as "Storybook Village" will take :tnle.ce very shortly. 
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Friday evening there 'irill be a softball z=e at Albemarle Play
c,round betueen the Alderman and the Department Heads. 

Heeting adjourned at 8:50 p.::~. 

Next Cor:l::lissian meeting on October 20, 1975 

HL/oap 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Newton Recreation Commission Meeting 

October 20, 1975 

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, 
Vice Chairman Francis V. Rice, Messers Howard Ferguson, Nelson 
Baker, Frank Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Josephine Pepper and Marjorie 
Lesbirel, Secretary. 

Visitors at this evening's meeting included Mr. Paul Molloy from 
the Newton Youth Hockey Association; Mr. George Jessop from Newton 
North High School and Joanne Damigello, Northeastern University 
student with the Recreation Department. 

Meeting convened at 7:45 P.M. 

1. Minutes of the September meeting were accepted as circulated. 

2. September maintenance reports were mailed prior to the meeting. Copy of the 
Commissioner's activities during the month, were provided to each member 
at this meeting. 

Since September is a relatively quiet month, when most summer activities 
have terminated and fall programs have not begun, no formal activities 
report was made. 

Commissioner Halloran said that there was never a "slow 11 month as far as 
maintenance goes, however, since as soon as the summer season ends, the 
crews begin immediately to prepare for fall football and lining of fields 
and generally getting School fields ready for their outdoor sports programs. 

Mr. Halloran said that the highlights of September were the NNHS registra
tions and the continuing outdoor programs at Cabot Park, Newton Centre and 
Auburndale. 

On October 5th, the BiCentennial Commission, under the umbrella of Recreation 
and the direction of Linda Plaut, Cultural Arts Director for Recreation -
and with the cooperation of BiCentennial co-chairpersons Alderman Wendall 
Bauckman and Mrs. Esther Steinberg, provided a particularly appropriate and 
interesting Harvest Fair. Colonial crafts, hay rides, pony rides and dozens 
of exhibits were available to a crowd estimated at between ten and twenty 
thousand enthusiastic participants. Mayor Mann attended and said that he 
was extremely pleased with the affair, Mr. Halloran reported. 

3. Commissioner Halloran's report to the Commission - included the following: 

1. NSHS tennis courts - 6 open (unlighted). 
2. NSHS tennis courts - 6 closed (lighted) being recoated. 
3. Cabot Park- "Storybook Village", $8,400 worth of playground 

equipment for tots, newly installed. 
4. Albemarle tennis courts - 2 being constructed. 
5. Hamilton School basketball court being resurfaced. 
6 .. Newton Centre "hut" being repainted inside and out, radiators 

being replaced with blowers, in gym. 

\ 
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4. Newton Youth Hockey Association: Mr. Paul Molloy, President. A status 
report was presented to the Recreation Commission through the media of 
a slide projector and also, a written report was presented to each member 
present. 

As Mr. Molloy pointed out, the organization is expanding each year. More 
boys and girls are included in the program each year - and correspondingly a 
large budget which they constantly monitor. Their highlights and accom
plishments for this past year include (a) State Charter Incorporation, 
(b) expansion of 22% in overall program size, (c) improved administrative 
procedures, (d) addition of a girls program in 1974 - in an aside, Mr. Molloy 
added that they are actively seeking more girls, as they have received little 
response from girls to their considerable disappointment, (e) enlarged novice 
and beginner program, (f) maintenance of fee schedule from previous years 
until this year, (g) the great cooperation they have received from the City's 
Recreation Department with Financial Assistance in ice-time made available to 
them, (h) the initiation of a hardship/financial aid program to needy youth, 
(i) and finally, the upgrading of officiating skills and performance (all 
certified officials in present program) . 

Mr. Ferguson complimented the organization on the very efficient, thorough 
job they have done in developing this program, on behalf of the Commission. 

Mr. Halloran also congratulated them on the program and it's expansion and 
development, from its early beginnings under Bob MacLaughlin. 

5. New England Gymnastic Meet to be hald at Newton North High: Mr. George Jessop, 
Physical Education teacher from North High, visiting the meeting, explained 
that this was the 13th year for this gymnastic meet. It will be held at North 
High on November 28 and 29. As this is a non-profit organization, money for 
the event was a problem. After discussing this earlier with Mr. Halloran, 
the Commissioner has agreed to cooperate with this group by assuming temporarily, 
the cost of custodians if necessary - to be reimbursed by the Committee 
afterward. Programs will also be cancelled in the gym during the meet. 

Mr. Jessop expressed his pleasure and commented on the excellent cooperation, 
very evident, between the School Department and Recreation Department under 
Commissioner Halloran's leadership. 

6. Report on Animal Shelter: Commissioner Halloran reported that he has written 
and requested a legal opinion from the City Legal Department and, until this is 
received, no further action is indicated. 

7. Report on Special Committee's findings on proposed equestrian school: 
Mr. Nelson Baker, Chairman of this Committee, reported that Robert Banker, the 
man petitioning the Recreation Department for this school, has been out of the 
country and so is not available for consultation. Mr. Banker also said that 
all present indications point to a long, slow, process - and suggested that 
when pertinent information is available, he would be in contact with Mr. Halloran, 
prior to a Commission meeting and suggest this be a regular agenda item. 

8. Report on Alderman Ed Richmond's open meeting on October 1, with regard to the 
concept of "Life Course". Dr~ Levine and Judy Dean of the Recreation Commission, 
plus Commissioner Halloran and members of the Planning Department attended this 
meeting. Newton Highlands Neighborhoos Association was asked to investigate 
the possibility of another "Life Course" at the Cold Spring playground. Budgetary 
funds would have to be included in the upcoming budget requests if a course were 
to be considered in this next year, Mr. Halloran noted. 
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9. Swim, tennis, registrations and I.D. card registrations held at Newton North 
High School: Generally speaking, these various registrations went through 
with a minimum of delay. 

Some expressions of displeasure were manifested by Mrs. Sally Murricci, who with 
a friend, attended this current Recreation Commission meeting. Her complaint 
was that the registration of applicants was too slow. She also complained that 
there was a TV set present (Miss Stapleton had indeed brought in a TV set for the 
benefit of those people standing in line and who were interested in the World 
Series Game) . 

Mr. Halloran assured Mrs. Murricci that the department would certainly look into 
any possibility of expediting any future registrations and extended his apologies 
for any inconvenience they may have experienced. 

10. Halloween Parties: As Commissioner Halloran explained, prior to the month of 
October, letters were sent to all Newton elementary school principals, asking 
them if they would like to take part in the Halloween parties sponsored by the 
Recreation Department. 

These last few years, fewer and fewer of the schools and PTA's are willing to 
spend the time necessary for participation in these children's programs. Of the 
23 elementary schools this year contacted, only 5 plus one parochial, St. Jean's, 
were interested. As Mr. Halloran commented, possibly future party plans should 
be directed to Junior and Senior High 
very enthusiastic. He also mentioned 
be on a Sunday - a problem in itself! 
Commission on this at a later date. 

School activities. These groups are 
the fact that next year, Halloween will 

He will make a further report to the 

11. Consideration of limiting total number of persons attending picnics during the 
seasons: Commissioner Halloran explained that the general picnic area suitable 
for large groups is Auburndale playground, where approximately 300 people can 
be comfortably accommodated. At this area, there is also a good sized parking 
lot which is available for off-street parking. More than this many people 
cause parking problems; it is also difficult for leaders on duty to handle - and 
is simply not geared for more than 300 people at one time. 

Members of the Recreation Commission completely agreed and generally felt that 
this problem could be handled administratively. However, to further reinforce 
this recommendation, Mr. Fitzpatrick motioned formally - that hereafter any 
request for Auburndale or Cold Spring use, should be limited to 300 people. This 
was so moved. 

12. Report on NAA winter basketball program: In a brief report, Commissioner 
Halloran said that this group may not be able to play basketball at the Working 
Boy's Home this year, due to a change in Administration there. 
arrangements to play on Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday for the 
Weeks Jr. High School but, he said, may need some help from the 
Department with custodial costs. 

13. New Business: 

They have made 
time being, at 
Recreation 

1. Two visitors present, Mrs. Murricci and Mrs. Cechinelli, were present 
with regard to volleyball program. Mrs. Murricci wanted to make a motion 
to have an additional court for volley ball, if regular program at 
North High "falls through". It was explained to her, that only members 
of the Recreation Commission were able to move motions. However, they 
said her request would be taken into consideration if a volley ball 
court became available. 
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New Business (cont'd) 

2. Capital Improvement budget consideration: It was decided by the members 
to hold a Special Recreation Commission meeting on November 6th at 7:30PM 
to consider this CIP budget. Copies of proposed areas from the City 
Planning Department will be mailed to them. The secretary was requested 
to try and reserve the Executive Suite for this meeting date as soon as 
possible. 

3. Preliminary budget, Commissioner Halloran noted, is due on December lst. 
It will be presented to the Recreation Commission at the November meeting, 
at 7:30PM. 

4. Mr. Halloran introduced Joanne Damigello who is currently working as a 
Field Worker from Notheastern University, here with the Recreation Dept. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10PM 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice
Chairman, Francis Rice, Mr. Paul J. Burke, Mr. Howard Ferguson, Mr. 
Frank Fitzpatrick, Ms. Judy Dean, Mrs. Jo Pepper and Marjorie Lesbirel, 
Secretary 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Dr. Levine at 7:30PM. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as presented. Reports of monthly 
activities, Commissioner's reports and copies of proposed Recreation budget were 
distributed to members. 

Commissioner Halloran thanked the Commission members for coming out on this 
Thanksgiving Holiday eve, necessitated by the need to get the Recreation budget 
approved and submitted to the Mayor. 

A. Mr. Halloran commented briefly - with regard to: 

1. The meeting held at the MDC with Commissioner Snedeker on Oct. 30th with 
Mayor Mann and Commissioner Halloran, in which was discussed the possibility 
of the MDC purchasing the available ice-skating facility known as the Charles 
River Rink, located in Newton. Although interest was indicated, Mr. Halloran 
noted the following: 

a. That there are presently 26 MDC rinks in Massachusetts, 
the largest concentration of rinks anywhere around, and, 
from the attendance figures in 1971 of 1,205,000 to a 
current figure in 1971 of 750,000. (large drop) 

b. A Committee appointed by Governor Dukakis has declared 
a moratorium on rinks until an in-depth study is made 
on buildings, renting or buying (3 rinks in planning -
held up) 

In an aside, and relative to this particular rink, and hockey in general, 
it was said that the bank is the current owner of the Charles River rink 
and it is anticipated that an offer to buy - will continue. It was also 
mentruoned that the high cost of hockey and equipment, which has really 
increased considerably the last few years, is now discouraging parents. 
Current cost per boy now runs from $165. to $185. 

2. The Annual Recreation Department Christmas party will be held at the 
Needham Motor Inn and Jim Murphy has issued an invitation to all Commission 
members to come on December 16th, at 5:30 PM. 

Mr. Halloran again praised Mr. Murphy for his assistance and help in 
preparing the current budget, and says that Mr. Murphy is doing a 
"great job". 

B. Animal Shelter: - Carol Fishberg- In reference to their original presenta
tion of a request for use of land and buildings located on the so-called 
Infirmary land, belonging to Recreation, on September 22, 1975, 
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this group returned to ascertain the feeling of the Recreation Commission. 

At the recommendation of the Commission, Commissioner Halloran, after that 
Sept. 22nd meeting, directed a memo to the City Legal Department, asking for 
a legal opinion regarding the proposal by the local, non-profit, group who was 
seeking to establish an animal shelter in an unused building on this land be
longing to the Recreation Department. 

In response to this request, the Legal Department reported the following: 

Question #1. 

Co:-tclusion: 

Reasoning: 
(shortened) 

Whether the Recreation Commission can legally allow lands 
under its control to be utilized by a non-profit, privately 
funded organization for the purpose of maintaining an animal 
shelter thereon. 

Yes 

General Laws of Comm. empowers officers or boards in control 
of lands or buildings acquired for recreation purposes to 
consent to the use of these "by any person, society or organiza
tion for such public, recreation, social or education purposes 
as officer or board deems proper". The Newton CQmmittee for 
an Animal Shelter maintains that the establishment of a shelter 
would serve any and all of these allowed purposes. If the 
Commission agrees that such purposes would be furthered, its 
consent to the Committee's reguest would be in harmony with 
Mass. laws. 

Question #2 If the Infirmary Land, so.-called, was transferred to .the Rec. 

Conclusion: 
(shortened) 

Comm. for "park and recreation purposes" although practically 
under its control, is said land legally under the control of the 
Recreation Commission? 

Not at all clear, unfortunately. City ordiances do not give the 
Recreation Comission, or the Commissioner, authority over parks. 
Mass. General law and Park Commissioners have charge of - and 
control of - parks. However, the Recreation Commission does have 
the authority with regard to Recreation. In short; therefore, 
the City Solicitor feels that the matter needs further discussion. 

Since so many city departments appear to be involved, Mr. Burke asked if the 
Animal Shelter Committee had spoken to Chief Quinn of the Newton Police Depart
ment. (The Police Department includes Animal Control for the City) They said 
they have an appointment with the Chief on Wednesday. 

Since the group is unsure whether to attept to go ahead with an effort to secure 
money for the improvements and equipment, in case the land does not become 
accessible to them, they would like to determine if the Commission would even 
consider their request. 

It was then moved by Mr. Fitzpatric (seconded by Mr. Ferguson) that the sense of 
the Recreation Commission was to encourage "Friends of Animals11 to work out details 
and bring back to the Commission, in writing, their plans for this shelter. 4 
voted affirmative, 2 opposed. 

It was strongly suggested to the group that they contact the professionals of 
the City - such as the Recreation Department, Public Buildings, Park Department, 
Legal Department, Planning Department, Police Department etc. - including, of 
course, the Mayor's office most importantly, since they can coordinate the entire 
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group. 

Mr. Burke suggested that after meeting with City officials, they bring back to the 
Commission, in writing, the sense of the meeting - he also suggested that it would 
be a good plan to hold a Public Hearing in the Aldermanic Chambers to get the feel
ing of the citizens of the community. 

Fireworks: Commissioner Halloran reported that he, with the Bicentennial Committee 
co-chairpersons Alderman Wendall Bauckman and Mrs. Esther Steinberg, plus the Fire 
Dept. and Police Dept. officials, had viewed the proposed site for next July's 
possible fireworks display. This would be at Newton North High School in the enclos
ed field. 

Last July, a display was cancelled due to concern about crowd control. It was felt, 
at that time, by both Police and Fire Depts. that the site could not be properly 
covered to provide adequate safety for all. This new site appears to be more 
appropriate. 

Mr. Halloran said that possibly a Public Hearing would be appropriate. He also 
has spoken with the Recreation Department of Waltham regarding theire repeatedly 
successful fireworks display. They hold theirs within an enclosed athletic field 
and say they have experienced no problems. It was also noted that the Firechief 
has the authority to stop the display at any time, if he feels that conditions 
become unsafe, such as wind etc. 

New procedures for registrations: Distributed to members was a progress report of 
the new procedure on the tennis and swim registrations to be held at Newton South 
High. Generally much more efficient due to the fact that there is better sapce 
both inside and aslo better parking space outside. A really good staff has been 
lined up to handle registrations also. 

D. Suggested changes in Capital Improvement for Recreation presented to the Commission 
in writing by Commissioner Halloran, on Brewer playground, South High, Albemarle, 
Joseph Lee, Auburndale and Allison. 

Mr. Paul Burke moved (with a second by Mr. Fitzpatrick) to include these six items 

1 

as revised in the Recreation Capital Improvement budget, as recommened by Commissioner 
Halloran, and it was so moved. 

E. Newton Recreation Departmental Budget: Commissioner Halloran presented to each member, 
in booklet form, a copy of the proposed department budget, as it will be presented to 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen, providing the Recreation Commission approves it. A new 
and different form, easier to compile and understand, was in this new format. Mr. 
Halloran carefully went over these figures with the Commission, inviting any questions 
which they might have to ask. 

After this discussion, Mr. Burke moved that the Recreation Commissioner's recommended 
budget requests be accepted and it was so voted unanimously. 

G. New Business: 

1. Mrs. Pepper called to the attention of the Commission the fact that there 
are no doors on the ladies rooms at North High and this should be corrected. 
Mr. Halloran assured her that he would check on this. 

2. Dr. Levine asked the status of the Newton East Little League field as someone 
has suggested to him that it might be named after Jay Gordon, as he was active 
in Little League for so many years (he is just recently deceased) 
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While the City Solicitor has ruled that the Commission 
can name a field or playground as they feel fit, it is 
suggested that doing this, may cause unexpected problems. 

It was suggested thet the question of naming Newton East 
Little League field in memory of Jay Gordon, be put on 
the next agenda. 

3. Commissioner Halloran thanked everyone for coming out on 
this holiday eve, and wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 
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Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice 
Chairman Francis Rice, Nelson Baker, Frank Fitzpatrick, Howard 
Ferguson, Mrs. Jo Pepper and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. 

l. Minutes of November meeting accepted as circulated. 

2. Commissioner's reports: 
A. Report of Commissioner's activities during the month distributed to 

all members; report of various Recreation programs during month 
distributed to all members; Commissioner reported both verbally and 
with printed schedule, the Christmas facation and holiday special 
programs for the Newton North High School gym and pool; a schedule 
of the Supervisor's weekend coverage during the winter was given to 
everyone, and the following additional items were reported by Mr. 
Halloran: 

l. Joseph Taranto, the Recreation Department Assistant 
Foreman was operated on, and seems to be recoving nicely. 

2. On a sad note, Paul Patriacca, the Mini-bike program 
Supervisor, died very suddenly this past week. 

3. On January llth, there will be a Swim-a-thon held at 
North High from 12:30 to 3:00PM, by the Cerebral 
Palsy Association. 

4. The Reggie Smith Baketball tonnnament will be held at 
North High on December 26th and 27th, for High School 
boys. 

5. Reminder to all that the Recreation Department Christmas 
party is tomorrow night. 

3. Consideration of name for East Little League field and proposal to name it 
in memorary of recently deceased, Jay Gordon. AldeEman Sidney Small is 
in~erested in speaking to the Commission with regards to this item, but 
is unavailable tonight. It was suggested that this be an agenda item 
for January, and Alderman Small will speak on this issue at that time. 

4. Consideration of proposed Equestrian School: (Mr. Robert Banker attended). 
Mr. Baker, of the Recreation Commission, has met with Mr. Banker, and also 
with his legal representative, prior to this meeting. Mr. Baker feels 
that more information should be available to the Commission - with 
considerable more detail than was originally presented. 

One of the major concerns, at this time, of the Commission was the fact 
that original proposal did not limit this program to Newton residents and 
it was suggested to Mr. Banker that he reevaluate his proposal with this 
in mind, and consider costs, etc., on the basis of Newton residents only. 

Commissioner Halloran said that after the Commission received all of the 
information on this request from Mr. Banker for the Equestrian School, it 
would probably be appropriate to hold a public hearing in order to get 
the citizen input ,to determine if a program and facility of this type, 
would be desired by the Community. 
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It was decided by the Commission to request that Mr. Banker come back 
to the January Recreation Commission meeting with all of the new informa
tion. He was agreeable to this. 

5. Miscellaneous items: 

A. Commissioner Halloran introduced to the Commission, James McLaughlin, 
the Crystal Lake summer Manager, Recreation Leader at Burr Park & 
South High tennis facility Director. 

He also introduced Mr. Paul Malone, summer tennis instructor who 
was also present at this meeting. 

B. Mr. Halloran reported that the Water Show, held at North High last 
Saturday was very successful. 

Directed by Gil Champagne of the Recreation Department, exhibits of 
Water Safety, Diving, elementary rescue techniques, individual 
swimming demonstrations, demonstrations by children who are 
currently enrolled in swimming lessons - at their particular 
level of compentency, comic diviing, and a visit by Santa Claus 
were enjoyed by both participants and spectators. 

C. Dr. Levine inquired as to the status of the meetings which were 
to be held with various City officials - with the proponents of 
the Animal Shelter and Carol Fishberg - which were to take place 
before any further discussion with the Recreation Commission. 

D. 

E. 

Commissioner Halloran reported that as far as he knew, Carol 
Fishberg would be in touch with Jim Salter, the Mayor's assistant, 
to set up such a meeting, but that it had not been arranged as yet. 

Commissioner Halloran reported that the Gymnastic Clinic and 
Exhibition held recently at the North High School involved 
between 1,200 and 1,500 people from all over New England. He 
attended, and according to his report, it was a Super Show! 

The Recreation Department budget has been turned in to the City 
Comptroller as of December· 15th, Mr. Halloran reported. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM. 

ml 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Lesbirel 
Secretary 


