
                           Newton Parks & Recreation Commission 
Meeting Minutes Setti D. Warren 

Mayor Robert J. DeRubeis 
 Commissioner City Hall, Room 209, 7:00pm  

May 16, 2011 
 

Attending:  Arthur Magni, Chairman, Kathleen Heitman, Vice-Chair, Bob DeRubeis, 
Commissioner, Walter Bernheimer, Peter Johnson, Richard Tucker, Andrew Stern, Fran Rice, 
Don Fishman, Peter Kastner, Robin McLaughlin, Secretary 
 

Absent:  Bethel Charkoudian, Jack Neville, Michael Clarke 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:03pm 
1. Meeting Minutes –April 25, 2011  

o  Accepted 7-0 (Stern not voting) 
 

2. Commissioner’s Reports on Programs, Forestry and Maintenance 
o Department Snapshot – Commissioner DeRubeis reviewed the department 

snapshot (attached) and current events:  
 Budget presented to the Programs & Services Committee- passed 6-0 
 Kids Fun Fest - April 30 & May 1 
 Special Athletes Ball- May 11 
 Newton Serves - May 15- out of 67 projects, P & R was directly involved with 

40 projects 
 New Spring Farmers Market - Opens Tuesday, May 24 @ the Post 440 
 Canoe & Kayak rentals are open at Nahanton Park 
 Mayor's Prayer Breakfast - May 25 
 Newton Conservators 50th Anniversary Dinner - May 25 
 Gath Pool & Crystal Lake open June 13 

o Off-leash Area Working Group – Commissioner DeRubeis reviewed a report 
submitted by the City Clerk regarding off-leash recreation medallions (attached): 

 566 Resident medallions have been purchased. 
 2 non-resident medallions have been purchased. 
 3 Newton based professional dog walking company permits have been 

purchased. 
 Mr. Kastner asked if attendance at the Old Cold Spring Park off-leash area has 

gone down.  Commissioner DeRubeis commented that Officer Torres has said 
the attendance has gone down at Old Cold Spring Park off-leash area. 

 
3. Susan G. Komen 3 day for the cure event– McGrath Park – Public Hearing 

o Jennifer Ricker, Event Coordinator presented a map (attached) of McGrath Park 
describing the route and layout for the lunch stop at McGrath Park on Friday July 22, 
2011. Lasell College has been used for the lunch stop but Lasell is unavailable due 
to construction. There will be six tents, two food tents, two water tents and two 
medical tents. There will be 2-3 buses to transport people. The portable toilets will 
be brought in Thursday afternoon and will be removed by Friday afternoon.  The 
lunch stop hours are from 11:15 am-2:45pm. 
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o Commissioner DeRubeis commented all of the items are located in the P & R parking 
area. Ms. Ricker stated yes there is no need to put the tents on the field; the 
participants will sit on the ground to eat their lunch.  

o Chairman Magni asked if the participants will be on the field or driveway. Ms. Ricker 
stated they try to keep walkers out of driveways if possible. 

o Mr. Stern asked if there would be any interference with the residents of Warren 
House. Ms. Ricker stated no.  

o Ms. McGrath, Resident, stated her concern was the portable toilets being dropped 
off at 3am and left in the area disturbing the Warren House residents. Ms. Ricker 
stated the portable toilets will not be delivered at 3am but on Thursday afternoon. 

 
Mr. Bernheimer made the motion to approve the Susan G. Komen 3 day for the cure event 
lunch stop at McGrath Park as proposed.  Mr. Johnson seconded the motion. The motion 
passed 8-0. 

 
4. Batting Cages – NCLL – Butch Matthews & Jim Appelbaum 

o Mr. Matthews and Mr. Appelbaum are requesting permission to erect a temporary 
batting cage at Cabot Field along the third base line. The batting cage will not 
interfere with the kids from Cabot School. The structure is enclosed, comes apart 
easily and will not rust (see attached). 

o Mr. Bernheimer asked when the batting cage would be put up and taken down.  Mr. 
Matthews stated the batting cage would go up in the spring and come down in the 
fall. 

o Mr. Stern asked where the batting cage would be stored.  Mr. Appelbaum 
commented the batting cage would be stored at their contractor’s office or in the 
storage units at Cabot.  

o Mr. Matthews requested they be allowed to run electricity for a hitting machine.  
o Mr. Stern asked if this would be a portable machine.  Mr. Matthews stated yes, the 

machine would not be left in the batting cage.  
o Ms. Heitman stated this is a great benefit for the children. 
o Mr. Bernheimer asked when the batting cage would be installed.  Mr. Appelbaum 

stated a.s.a.p., but the cage would take 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
o Mr. Stern asked if there would be any signage.  Mr. Matthew stated no, there would 

be no signage. 
 

Mr. Stern made the motion to approve the batting cage subject to approval y the Engineering 
Department and the P & R Department to run the cable. Ms. Heitman seconded the motion. 
Motion passed 8-0. 

 
5. New Business 

 Youth Awards will be held at 7 pm in the Aldermanic Chambers on June 20th 
directly before the Commission meeting. 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:40 pm 
Respectfully submitted, Robin McLaughlin, Secretary  

Department Snapshot – (one page) 
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Off-Leash Recreation Permit Program Information as of May 16, 2011.  
Report of the Newton City Clerk  

1. How many resident off-leash permits have been sold?  
To date there have been 566 off-leash permits sold.  

2. How many non-resident off-leash permits have been sold?  
There have been 2 non-resident off-leash permits sold, both to individuals in Needham.  

3. How many professional dog walker permits have been sold?  
To date there have been 3 sold to Newton based companies.  

4. Has any resident purchased their dog license while purchasing a medallion? Yes. There have been a few, but it is 
only about 8% of the total.  The vast majority, 92%, of off-leash permits sold have been to owners who had 
already licensed their dogs   

5. Do you see an increase in dog license compliance? We are seeing an increase in compliance; however, it is hard to 
say it is directly from the sale of off-leash permits.  Only fifteen dog owners are both new to our licensing system 
and have purchased both a license and off-leash permit for the first time, since we started selling off-leash 
permits.  We have been working hard over the last few years to bring the number of licensed dogs up with 
marketing and advertising, and the trend is continuing.  We are on track to license 4,000 dogs this year.  

* Year-to-date  

6. Any other facts you think important. We have had a number of individuals who have licensed their dog state that 

they were going to wait to purchase an off-leash permit until the fenced in areas were open.  
 
 
 
 

Susan G. Komen 3 day for the cure event– McGrath Park 
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