
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the  
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

Finance Committee Agenda 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

Monday, February 12, 2018 

7 PM 
Room 211 
 
Items scheduled for discussion: 
#121-18 Council President’s appointment to the Financial Audit Advisory Committee 

JASON CHOW, 6 O’Connell Road, Oak Hill, appointed as a citizen representative on the 
FINANCIAL AUDIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE for a term of office to expire on January 31, 
2021.  (60 days 04/06/18) 

#122-18 Council President’s appointment to the Financial Audit Advisory Committee 
TERRENCE FINN, 32 Lenox Street, West Newton, appointed as a citizen representative 
on the FINANCIAL AUDIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE for a term of office to expire on 
January 31, 2021.  (60 days 04/06/18) 

#124-18 Accept Mass Department of Environmental Protection EVIP Grant  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend twenty-two 

thousand five hundred dollars ($22,500) from the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection’s EVIP Fleet Grant Program to be used towards the purchase 
of three Nissan Leafs for the City’s electric vehicle fleet.    

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#128-18 Appropriate $500,000 for snow and ice removal expenses 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of five 
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) from Free Cash to supplement the Department of 
Public Works’ snow and ice operations budget. 

Personnel Costs – Overtime 
(0140110-513001)........................................................................................... $150,000 

 Rental Vehicles  
 (0140110-5273-5273) ..................................................................................... $350,000 
 Public Facilities on 02/07/18 

By City Clerk's Office at 3:42 pm, Feb 08, 2018
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#125-18 Accept Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs Grant 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000) from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs Grant Program to supplement the existing $75,000 
contract for the Street Design Guide.  The grant will address stormwater management 
issues highlighted in the City’s Vulnerability Analysis and improve the final product.   

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 

#126-18 Request to increase the salary of the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council 
COUNCILORS LAREDO AND KALIS requesting an increase in the salary of the City 
Clerk/Clerk of the City Council for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 to match the percentage increase 
included in the FY 2018 budget for H-grade employees.   
Programs & Services Approved on 12/07/18 
 

#119-18 Council President’s appointment to the Anthony Salvucci Scholarship Fund 
COUNCILOR BARBARA BROUSAL-GLASER appointed as the representative of Wards 1-4 
to the ANTHONY SALVUCCI CITY COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP FUND for a term to expire on 
December 31, 2019. (60 days: 04/06/18) 

 
#120-18 Council President’s appointment to the Anthony Salvucci Scholarship Fund 

COUNCILOR R. LISLE BAKER appointed as the representative of Wards 5-8 to the 
ANTHONY SALVUCCI CITY COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP FUND for a term to expire on 
December 31, 2019. (60 days: 04/06/18) 

 
#123-18 President’s appointment to the Emerson Community Center Board of Trustees 
 COUNCILOR JOHN RICE appointed as the Ward Five Council representative to the 

EMERSON COMMUNITY CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES for a term of office to expire on 
December 31, 2019. 

 
All other items before the Committee will be held without discussion.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leonard J. Gentile, Chair 



#121-18

JASON CHOW

6 OCONNELL ROAD, NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS
1-617-290-6836, jchow1918@yahoo.com

______________________________________________________________________________________________

BRIEF PROFILE

An accomplished Global Financial Audit and Compliance Director with 20-years of international experience in 
public accounting, consulting, and corporate audit services gained in large Fortune 500 and private 
companies, and started career in Big 5 Public Accounting, Arthur Andersen.
Well-versed in Financial Audit and Advisory programs, including audit planning, risk assessments and
reporting to ensure internal controls, integrity and accuracy of financial and management reporting.
Successfully built, implemented and managed Corporate Audit functions: one for a $6B Fortune 500 retailer 
and the second for a large private international manufacturer.  Also, restructured a third corporate audit 
function for a $3B global business service company with over 1,000 facilities operating in 40 countries.
Serving as a Board member at the Newton Cantonese School (non-profit); with the financial expertise and 
focus on its annual planning, budgets, expenses, policies, and P&L statements.
Received education from Boston University with a bachelor's in Accounting, and from MIT Sloan School of 
Management with Executive Programs in Management & Leadership and Strategy & Innovation.

As a long-term Newton family resident with two young children attending public schools, I am genuinely interested in 
my community for an opportunity to serve and utilize my 20-years of financial expertise to support, collaborate, and 
share best practices with members of the Financial Audit Advisory Committee.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Independent Finance Consultant: 2015 – Present
Tatum Consulting - Tatum provides senior-level interim and project services to the Office of the CFO or CIO 
to address complex initiatives in finance, accounting, audits, technology, compliance, and M&A transactions.
Newton Cantonese School - Work closely with the Board of Directors on strategic initiatives and support the 
preparation and review of financial statements, operating expenses, dashboard, and policies & procedures.

UnitedHealth Group, Minnetonka, MN / Boston, MA: 7/2013 – 12/2014
Director, Strategic Initiatives and Business Improvement

Responsible for leading, planning and execution of strategic initiatives and audit projects to monitor and 
improve the effectiveness of financial reporting and business operations across the company’s business units
Partnered with process owners to assess the control structure, risk impacts, and develop corrective actions
Supported senior management to align risk management strategies, cost-synergies, and best practices
Provided the audit oversight to comply with Health and Human Services requirements for the implementation 
of the ACA HealthCare.gov system; corresponded with government audit requests and documentation
Served as a trusted advisor to senior executives and managed special projects that included M&A due 
diligence financial reviews, updating policies and procedures, and safeguarding of corporate assets

Crane & Company, Boston, MA: 11/2012 – 6/2013
Global Director, Head of Financial Controls and Compliance

Reported to the CFO and the Audit Committee of the Board of Directors in collaboration with senior 
executives to design and implement an effective audit strategy across the Company’s global operations
Provided the hands-on leadership to develop and execute an independent risk-based audit program to 
strengthen annual audit planning, corporate governance, financial controls, and regulatory compliance
Partnered with Global Finance leaders to evaluate corporate policies, SOX controls, and IT systems
Advised cross-functional owners to ensure Six Sigma projects improved business process workflow, cost 
efficiencies, quality controls, continuous improvement, and the safeguarding of corporate assets
Supported Corporate Finance with M&A activities including financial reviews and post-integration processes
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Iron Mountain, Boston, MA: 3/2011 – 8/2012
Director, Global Internal Audit

Restructured the Global Internal Audit function (company’s Operational Excellence Initiative) to an integrated
risk-based program and aligned audit activities, resources and key controls, which increased projects by 25%
Provided leadership and direction for a large global audit team to ensure proper execution of global audits to 
improve governance, risk management and legal compliance over financial reporting and business operations
Partnered with Finance management and process owners to facilitate and perform audit projects, develop 
actionable steps to mitigate risks, and conduct follow-up to ensure key issues were promptly remediated
Presented audit findings, risk impacts, and recommendations to senior management and Audit Committee
Worked with Big 4 on the GAAP and SOX audits to ensure remediation and controls over financial reporting
Investigated alleged violations of policy compliance, fraud activities, data privacy, code of ethics, and FCPA

Asbury Automotive Group, New York, NY: 2001 - 2010
Director of Internal Audit & Compliance: (2003 – 2010)
Manager of Internal Audit: (2001 – 2003)

Built (from the ground up), implemented and led the audit strategy and administration for the Corporate Audit 
and SOX functions that helped prepare this private company for its IPO and become a Fortune 500 company
Provided the thought leadership, oversight, and education for the company’s risk-based audit program that 
included governance, annual planning, risk assessments, scope, key controls, budgets, and execution
Transformed previously outsourced internal audit model, resulting into a robust corporate internal audit 
function, reduced external audit and consulting fees, and a 400% increase in audit and special projects
Presented audit reports, business impacts, and recommendations to executives and the Audit Committee to 
drive and implement improvements over Finance, Operations, IT, M&A activities, and safeguarding of assets
Established and managed the Corporate Compliance Program to monitor, investigate and report on policy 
compliance, finance & insurance contract reviews, fraud activities, code of conduct, and Hotline incidents
Collaborated with Finance and external auditors on annual audits to ensure controls over financial reporting

AT&T Broadband (NYSE: T), Denver, CO: 1997 - 2000
Manager – Audit & Consulting Services                        

Stanley Black & Decker (NYSE: SWK), New Britain, CT: 1995 - 1997
Senior Internal Auditor       

Arthur Andersen LLP, Hartford, CT: 1993 - 1995        
Auditor/Consultant

VOLUNTEERING EXPERIENCE

Newton Cantonese School: A non-profit organization that provides an affordable education for diverse children and 
families from pre-K to 8th grade of the Chinese language and culture through a variety of dedicated programs.
Board Member, 2012 - Present

Newton SouthEast Little League (NSELL): A non-profit organization in which children and adults can learn, play, 
and have fun with baseball at various levels of competitiveness and with an emphasis on good sportsmanship.
Board Member, 2017 - Present
Coach, 2015 – Present

EDUCATION

MIT Sloan School of Management, Cambridge, MA: 2010
Executive Education, dual programs/certifications: Management & Leadership and Strategy & Innovation

Boston University, Boston, MA: 1993
Bachelor of Science, Accounting         
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From: Jack Cowell
To: Shawna Sullivan
Cc: James Mcgonagle
Subject: Backup for $500k Snow Docket - Finance Next Wednesday
Date: Thursday, February 01, 2018 3:18:35 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Shawna,
 
Please be advised that these numbers are assuming the council passes the $2,750,000 snow docket this Monday before
Finance meets next Wednesday to discuss this item.  So far we have had 32.1 inches of snow totaling in $3,056,643.70 of
expenses for an average cost of $95,222.55 per inch.
 
 
 

 
 
Thanks
 
Jack Cowell
Sr. Financial Analyst – City of Newton, MA
617-796-1082
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From: Jack Cowell
To: James Mcgonagle
Cc: Shawna Sullivan; Amy Hamel
Subject: Update to Snow Numbers
Date: Wednesday, February 07, 2018 12:23:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
Up to 32.2 inches totaling $3,181,927.84
 
$98,817.63 Per inch.
 
Jack Cowell
Sr. Financial Analyst – City of Newton, MA
617-796-1082
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