
Wednesday, May 6, 2020

Mayor's Update
Current Cases and Losses

Five hundred and eighty five (585) Newton residents
through Tuesday evening (May 5) have tested positive for
COVID-19, an increase of 29 people from a week ago. A
day ago, 577 Newton residents through Monday (May 4)
had tested positive.

For the sixth week in a row, I must report with a heavy
heart the loss of Newton residents. This week we were notified of fifteen residents
who tested positive for COVID-19 and have died. What a heavy, heavy toll. Of the
now 86 Newton residents known to have died with COVID-19, approximately 94% of
them are age 80 or older. We think of – and ache for – those mourning the loss of
loved ones in Newton and beyond. 

The updated symptom onset graph with the preliminary
data (through May 5) is below and is also posted to the
Newton COVID-19 data page. As you can see, this
symptom onset graph looks like a bell curve with just a few
cases at the beginning of March, significant increases over
time, and then fewer cases more recently. We’re seeing
this decrease here in Newton and statewide due to the
ongoing community mitigation efforts – staying at home,
physical distancing, face coverings, hand washing, etc. –
we have been actively practicing. We must continue to
follow these practices, our statewide orders and health
experts’ recommendations as the pandemic continues.

http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/health_n_human_services/public/covid19/data.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4


We have been sharing the increasingly hopeful percentages of Newton residents
confirmed to have COVID-19 who have met the CDC criteria to discontinue isolation.
This week, that post-isolation percentage has climbed to 71%, from 56% last week
(April 29) and 50% the week prior (April 22). (These percentages don’t include
people in long-term care and assisted living facilities for which we do not have the
data.)

There is yet another hopeful piece of data. Several weeks ago, the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health (MDPH) began reporting COVID-19 data by city or town
on a weekly basis as a part of its data dashboard. The MDPH report includes the
“rate” or the number of cases per 100,000 people which provides a standardized
way to compare the burden of disease in cities and towns relative to the size of their
population. Newton started by having the 71st highest rate three weeks ago, moved
to the 84th highest rate two weeks ago, then went to the 104th highest rate last
week and now, today, we stand at 122. (There are 351 municipalities in
Massachusetts.)



Statewide testing data provides another hopeful indicator. Testing is increasing and
the percentage of those tests that are positive is decreasing. Preliminary reports
indicate 13% of the results returned on May 5 were positive, while a week ago on
April 29, 18% of the results returned were positive. The week prior to that, on April
22, 34% of tests were positive. More statewide data is available here.

Face Coverings

We hope if you picked up groceries or takeout recently that you wore a face
covering. I’m glad to see so many Newton residents followed the Governor’s face
covering order even before it went into effect today. Kudos, also, to the cottage
industry in Newton that has sprung up making masks to help protect us all.

Be careful, though, with face coverings. Face coverings should not be placed on
young children under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, or is unconscious,
incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance. People

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting


with medical conditions or disabilities do not have to wear a mask, and no proof or
documentation is required. This includes people who cannot breathe safely with their
nose and mouth covered due to a health or behavioral diagnosis, people who require
supplemental oxygen, and people who communicate with those who rely on lip-
reading. Children age 5 and older should wear masks per both the Governor’s order
and according to the guidance from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.
Mask wearing for children older than 2 years old but younger than 5 is encouraged,
but the decision is up to parents and guardians. Please ensure the face covering
does not obstruct a child’s ability to breathe.

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health also reminds us that wearing a
mask “does not replace important social distancing measures.” Stay at least 6 feet
apart from anyone not in your household and stay home except to exercise, pick up
food or supplies, or work in an essential services job.  

Guidance on face coverings and masks from the Office of the Attorney General and
the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association, including FAQs, can be read here.
You can read Gov. Baker’s Order here. Learn more about face coverings from the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health here.

COVID-19 Emergency Funding                     

I’m grateful to collaborate with the City Council which Monday night unanimously
approved my request for $750,000 in emergency COVID-19 funding.

This allows the City to continue to respond quickly to COVID-19 related needs being
experienced by our residents, our businesses and our employees. The funds, some
of which will eventually be reimbursed by the state, will help us take care of
vulnerable people (e.g., providing food), pay employees who are working a
significant number of overtime hours (e.g., conducting contact tracing), and purchase
supplies to protect our first responders and essential workers (e.g., hand
sanitizer). The funds will supplement the $250,000 already approved by the Council
and two $100,000 grants from the state to the Newton Department of Health &
Human Services.

The City will provide full transparency on expenditures and reimbursements,
updating the Council every two weeks. The City’s costs would have been even
higher but for the generous donations of personal protective equipment (PPE) from
many local residents and organizations. We’re so grateful.

Construction

Governor Baker’s stay-at-home advisory is still in place and non-essential
businesses remain closed in order to minimize all unnecessary activities outside of
the home during the state of emergency.

On Monday, however, Governor Baker changed the guidance on essential services
in a sector where physical distancing, face coverings, hand hygiene, and cleaning
can be maintained.

As a result, yesterday I changed the guidance on construction in Newton.

Effective today, Wednesday, May 6, all construction projects can resume but only if
they comply with physical distancing, hand hygiene, employee health protections,
and site risk prevention measures detailed in the state construction guidelines.
Workers must wear face coverings indoors or outdoors whenever workers are

https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/58460c02-d5c7-493a-bd34-cb03173714fd.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/may-1-2020-masks-and-face-coverings/download
https://www.mass.gov/news/wear-a-mask-in-public


unable to maintain a distance of more than 6 feet apart.

Before commencing work, the contractors or owners must sign and send to
Newton’s Inspectional Services Department the form in which they acknowledge
they understand and will follow Newton’s COVID-19 Safety Guidelines for
Construction Sites.

Newton’s inspectors will do unannounced visits to job sites as well as routine
inspections to ensure compliance.

Newton’s COVID-19 Safety Guidelines for Construction Sites form can be found
online here.

Solar Panels

The City has power production agreements with two solar companies, Ameresco and
Macquarie. These companies will install, maintain and finance roof-based and
parking lot canopies on City and school property. This third phase of solar panels will
not only allow the City to save money on electrical costs, but also will produce
renewable power within the City, a key feature of the City’s new Climate Action Plan.

Ameresco has obtained all the state and local approvals for their projects. Three of
the Ameresco roof projects have been completed: Zervas School, the Education
Center and Fire Station #3 - Fire HQ. Zervas and Fire HQ are online while the Ed
Center panels will be online as soon as a building shut down can be scheduled. The
two Ameresco solar canopy projects at Newton North High School are on schedule
for installation this summer. 

The Macquarie projects are still pending approvals from the Massachusetts
Department of Energy Resources. We are hoping that these approvals are not
delayed due to COVID-19. The Macquarie canopy projects are being planned for the
summer and the roofs may be done in the fall. 

When Phase 3 Solar is complete, the City’s solar electricity production will nearly
double to 20.8 million kilowatt hours per year. Combined with the Phase 1 and 2
projects, including the large solar panel farm at the Rumford Avenue capped landfill,
the solar electricity production is equivalent to 40% of the City’s total municipal
demand.  

Bill Ferguson, the City’s Co-Director of Sustainability and our all-around energy
expert, is the mastermind behind our efforts. Kudos Bill!

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/103432
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fcivicax%2Ffilebank%2Fdocuments%2F100191&data=02%7C01%7Crfuller%40newtonma.gov%7Cc9b965324e834b4abb7f08d7f2053b6c%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637243976593898605&sdata=ZHqhK%2Fpdsqm3%2BTNsWI1tG3Pk0LJYQ0m9wqm3wW2%2BGQQ%3D&reserved=0


46th Annual Mayor's Community Breakfast - Breaking Bread Virtually

Each spring, we come together and break bread to renew our commitment to this
good City in a setting of reflection and spiritual unity. While we cannot meet in
person this year, on Wednesday, May 27th at 8:30 a.m., we will gather virtually in a
Zoom meeting for this longstanding tradition. 

(Photo: Last year’s Mayor’s
Community Breakfast--this
year we will break bread in
a virtual format.)

In conjunction with the
Harmony Foundation and
the Newton Interfaith Clergy
Association, I invite



residents, public officials,
community groups,
business people and clergy
of all faiths to join this virtual
gathering. We look forward
to coming together in these
challenging times to
celebrate our everyday
heroes of the past few
months and reaffirm our
ties, neighbor to neighbor.  

There is no registration fee
but technology limits us to
1,000 participants so please
register early at
bit.ly/newtonbreakfast. This year the online registration form invites voluntary
contributions to benefit a variety of nonprofit organizations, particularly those who
are making a difference during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

For more information about this year’s Theodore D. Mann Newton Mayor’s
Community Breakfast, please see the letter from the event planning committee here.
I look forward to being together on the morning of May 27th.

Newton Art Brings Hope

Two weeks ago, Dr. Michael
Henry, the medical director of
the Massachusetts General
Hospital Bipolar Clinic and
Research Program and a
Newton resident, had an
idea. Why not bring a dose of
art to Boston Hope, the
COVID-19 medical center
constructed inside the Boston
Convention and Exhibition
Center?

Dr. Henry contacted Newton’s
Cultural Development Director Paula Gannon to inquire about the use of Newton’s
Fence Art banners. (The FenceART project is a collaboration between Newton Open
Studios, Newton Community Pride and Newton Cultural Development Department.)
Paula quickly turned to Ellen Fisher, Director of the FenceART project and co-
director of Newton Open Studios. Ellen immediately contacted individual Newton
artists to check on the availability and condition of their FenceArt banners. 

(Photos: Newton Cultural
Development Director Paula
Gannon and Ellen Fisher,
Director of the
FenceART delivering the art.
And the Newton artwork
hanging at Boston Hope)

http://bit.ly/newtonbreakfast
https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/6579f298-836b-4a65-b13d-5c2bc0b557ac.pdf


A huge thank you goes to the
Newton artists who
immediately said yes: Christie
Allan-Piper, Sherry Autor,
John Bryer, Howard Fineman,
Lisa Goren, Grey Held,
Deborah Hiatt, Dora Hsiung,
Robert Hsiung, Amy
Kaufman, Mary Beth Maisel
and Gene Pogany.

Just two days after Michael’s
inquiry, Paula and Ellen delivered a dozen banners to another Newton resident, Dr.
Louisa Sylvia, a staff psychologist at MGH. Thanks to Louisa, the banners are now
installed at Boston Hope for all to enjoy.

Warmly,

Ruthanne

P.S. Are you a Newton senior experiencing a loss? The Bereavement Support Group
with Betsy Simmons at the Newton Senior Center is now meeting online. The May
meeting is Thursday, May 14,, at 10:30 a.m. The group shares strategies for self-
care and community support and new members are always welcome. Email Ilana
Seidmann at iseidmann@newtonma.gov for the Zoom meeting number and/or the
link to join tomorrow’s meeting. Can’t make this meeting? Ilana can add your name
to the email list so you’ll be informed of next month’s date and time.

P.P.S. Please help us protect our beautiful open spaces. It’s wonderful that our
conservation areas are seeing so much use these days and providing so many of us
with needed outdoor opportunities. We can all help care for these very special open
spaces by biking elsewhere as bikes damage the trails and natural areas, especially
during wet conditions. Walkers and joggers are welcome and should stay on the
existing, official trails to avoid any damage to the surrounding natural areas. Your
dogs are welcome on a leash and please, please, please pick up after them.

P.P.P.S. Our friends at the Senior Center celebrated Poem in Your Pocket Day with
a poem written by 95 year old Newton resident Eleanora Goolkasian. I love the line
about contagious smiles lending love and hope. 

CORONA: SPREAD LOVE, NOT DISEASE
 

We have never seen anything like this before
But please don’t scurry to the door

There’s no place to go and nothing to do!
The restaurants are closed; schools and markets too

The same goes for movies, libraries and much, much more
Life is no longer what it was before

We must find ways to help us through
Because we’re facing something new
Contagious smiles lend love and hope
To those who’ve lost their way to cope
Why not cook up some healthy fare?

Don’t just sit there in that chair

mailto:iseidmann@newtonma.gov


We must hope that jobs will again be plenty
In this frightful year of 2020

Children are told to stay away from each other
And cohort only with sister or brother

They talk through fences, rather than play
Because they’ve been warned to stay away

Wouldn’t it be fine and dandy
If they could find a store still selling candy?

Think of what we’ve learned from this
And focus not on what we miss

This teaches us all how to brighten each day
For only together, can we face come what may

   

https://www.facebook.com/NewtonHealthandHumanServices/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARBl0xtcdqDbCxKFwRoFBAAna3YAAw-lmLtbgWvMVk7ogIXg77PSGbSX-Nqvof58hCRGdgrUo5Uvs4yD
https://twitter.com/NewtonHealth

