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Many of the indicators of vernal pool habitat are seasonal. For example, certain salamander egg clusters 
are only found between late March and late May. Wood frog chorusing only occurs between late March 
and May, and then only at night. Consequently, failure to find evidence of breeding must be tied 
explicitly to those periods during which the evidence is most likely to be available. Accordingly, in the 
case of challenges to the presumption of vernal pool habitat the Conservation Commission may require 
that the determination be postponed until the appropriate time period consistent with the evidence 
being presented. The Commission may also require its own site visits as necessary to confirm the 
evidence. 

 

 


