
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness  Workshop
City of Newton, October 29, 2018

Jackson Homestead and Museum

Selwyn Road, Hurricane Diane 1955



The Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) program 
helps communities in Massachusetts to:
• Define extreme weather and natural and climate related 

hazards
• Identify existing and future vulnerabilities and strengths
• Develop and prioritize opportunities to take action to 

reduce risk and build resilience 



TIME ACTIVITIES
8:30 Registration, Refreshments, Review Posters
9:00 Introductions and Welcome

9:20 Overview of Workshop

9:25 Emergency Management in Action

9:35 Climate Change Projections and Implications for 

Acton

9:55 Instructions & Break into Small Groups

10:00 Small Group Exercise #1

Identify Vulnerabilities and Strengths for 

Infrastructure, Societal, and Environmental Features

10:50 BREAK
11:00 Small Group Exercise #2

Identify Community Actions to address vulnerabilities 

or protect strengths of Infrastructure, Societal, and 

Environmental Features 

Determine Top 5 Priority Actions

12:15 LUNCH

1:00 Large Group Reconvenes

Small Group Spokesperson Reports Top Priority 

Actions

1:30 Large Group Activity 

- Determine Overall Priority Actions 

2:00 Closing Summary

2:10 Next Steps

2:20 Adjourn

Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Workshop 
City of Newton 

 

 

TIME ACTIVITIES 

5:30   Registration and Dinner 

6:00   Introductions and Welcome 

6:15   Overview of Workshop 

6:20   Climate Change Projections 

6:30   Climate Implications for Newton – Poster Review 

7:00   Table Groups – Identify Top Concerns  
          and Prioritize Action Items 

8:30   Small Groups Report Out 

8:55   Next Steps 

9:00   Adjourn 

 

 



Our Warming Planet



Global Temperature 

and CO2 Trends

Source: MA Climate Change Adaptation Report 2011



For the Northeast United States: temperature increased by 

almost 2 degrees, between 1895 and 2011 (US National Climate Assessment 2014)

Blue Hill Observatory Annual Temperature, 1831-2017

Temperature change: observed



Temperature 

change: 

projected

Source: Northeast Climate Science Center



Precipitation change: observed

For the Northeast United States:  71% increase in the amount 

of rain that falls in the top 1% events from 1958 – 2012.
Source: US National Climate Assessment 2014

Source: MA Climate Change Adaptation Report 2011

For Boston area: 10% increase 

over the past 50 years



Precipitation change: 

projected



Sea level rise: observed

• Boston tide station

• Record from 1921-2017

• Equivalent to 11 inches in 100 years



Sea level rise: projected

Source: Massachusetts Hazard Mitigation Plan 2018

Projected Sea Level Rise 2070

Newton Impacts



Table Groups


