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Agenda

» Overview of the Newton Transportation Strategy
» What we’ve heard
» Draft strategies

» Workshop Activity
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Take your part

in sharing

your vision for
Newton’s dynamic
transportation
future!
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Coordination with Other Efforts

City of Newton

Housing Strategy

Forum

When: Monday January 25, 2016
7:00 pm
Where: Newton South High School Lectu

All are encouraged to attend and participate in t
public forum of the Housing Strategy. This meeti
include a presentation on an assessment of
City policies and a discussion of best
practices to consider for Newton.

for more info visit www.newtonma.gov/housings

Questions: housingstrategy@newtonma.gov

Housing Policy

Zoning Reform

Introduction
Homes and businesses, streets and parks, public and private spaces; these are the elements that define the
physical character of a city. While the City of Newton directly controls the improvement of these public elements, it
is mostly through the zoning erdinance that the City has influence on the use and design of private property. The
City of Newton last conducted a significant review and update of its zoning ordinance in 1987. In December, 2011,
the Zoning Reform Group released a report recommending that changes to the Zoning Ordinance be considered to
enhance its usability and bring the regulations into compliance with the Comprehensive Plan. This report described
3 three phase process with Phase 1 focusing on enhancing the usability of the existing ordinance.

If you have any questions or comments about the Zoning Reform Project, please contact James Freas, Acting

Director of Planning and Development, zoningreform@newtonma.gov.

News and Updates

At the October 5, 2015 regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen, the Board adopted the updated Zoning
Grdinance, which takes effect on November 1, 2015. The adoption of the Updated ordinance completes Phase
1 of the City's Zoning Reform project. The updated ordinance represents the City's first steps to enhance the
usability of these regulations by: clarifying ambiguities and inconsistencies; improving legibility through the:
application of simpler language; use of more illustrations and tables; the creation of use tables to better explain
permit processes and standards in each zoning district; using hyperlinked cross-references to increase

functionality; and the utilization of a document format to improve leqibility and transparency.

In accordance with state law (M.G.L c. 40, §6), the new zoning ordinance shall apply to any bullding permit or
special permit issued after the first date of advertisement, which was September 2, 2015. Generally, the updated
ordinance shall not apply to any building permit or special permit issued prior to that date. For more detalled
information of applicability, please speak with a representative of the Planning Department or Inspectional
Services Department.

The City's updated Zoning Ordinance can be viewed through the hyperlink below or can be purchased from the
City Clerk.

Chapter 30: Zoning Ordinance

The Look-Up Table below is a cross referencing tool to look up content from the previous version of the City's
Zoning Ordinance and see where it can be found in the City's updated Zoning Ordinance.

Meeting Notes, Handouts, and Resources

Use Table for Proposed Updates to Zoning Ordinance
Zoning Reform Phase 2

Reform Group, 2011

Reform Report, 2011

Newton Zoning Ordinances

Newton Comprehensive Plan, 2007

Raform Bhaca 1

FY2017 -FY2021

Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan

And

Long Range Projection

ity of Newton, Massachusetts

Setti D. Warren, Mayor
October §, 2015
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Announcing New
Complete Streets
Funding Program

The new Complete Streets Fund-
ing Program, authorized by the 2014
Transportation Bond 8il, offers Mas-
sachusetts municpalities incentives to
adopt policies and practices that pro-
vida safe and accessible options for all
travel modes — walking, biking, transit
and vehicks - for people of all ages
and abilties.

Oniine Portal

MassDOT has launched an interac-
tive web portal to assist municipalties.
through the policy development, prior-
itization planning, and project approv-
al steps of the appiication process. In
addition, a Complete Streets Funding
Program Guidance document, explain-
ing the program requirements, model
poiicy guidance and scoring system,
and eligible infrastructure, is avalable
online.

Primary Requirements
o be efigible for up to $50,000in tech-
rical assistance and up to $400,000
in construction funding, a municipality
must meet three primary requirements:
« Attendance of a municipal empioyee
ata Complete Strests training
« Passage of a Complete Strests
Policy that scores 80 or above out of
a possible 100 points (Tier 1)
« Development of a Complete Streets
Prioritization Plan (Tier 2)
MassDOT ofters technical assistance
to conduct a needs assessment, net-
work gap analysis, and/or safety audt
to determine a targeted investment
strategy for Complete Streets infra-
structure. Upen compleion of these
requirements, a municipality is eigble
for construction funds (Tier 3). Reim-

bursement for technical assistance and
project funding will be managed by the
appropriate Highway District Local Aid
Office.

Available Funding: $12.5M total for

FY16 and FY17 (must be spent by

June 30, 2017).

Community Compact Cabinet

Four points il be automatically added

o the policy scores of all Community

Compact Cabinet members, and any
Cor that has

selected Complete Streets as one of its
best practices will receive an additional
four points.

For more information and 1o register to become a Complete Streets Eligble

municipaity go to

massDOT




Project Outcomes

» Develop a vision for transportation in Newton
» |dentify goals and metrics

» Recommend early action projects, policies, network plans,
and future projects

» Tie it all together in Action and Implementation Plans
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Gallery of Transportation
Information showcase at
(ity Hall

2.5 day Neadham Street
Workshop, “open house”

Three presentations,
including the Housing
Strateay and META Focus
40 project, televised o
NewTV

Newton-in-Motion

...
"

10 mobile/pop-up workshaps,

including the Ne | VIsmnmg read]ed

Center, Newton Free Library,

Albert Edgar Angier School, and . hundrEds 0‘ people

several village centers

Online workshop

through:
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POPULATION DENSITY
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We heard: The need for a safer, more walkable
Newton
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We heard: School access by school bus, public
transit, walking and biking is a priority (as well as
smart school siting)

» % that feel their child’s
school encourages or
strongly encourages
walking and biking to
school

— 64% Elementary school
— 15% Middle School
— 10% High School

2014 City of Newton Planning Department Safe Routes to School Survey
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We heard: A desire for a connected bike
network
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A Transportation Strategy for Newton

EXISTING BIKE PROPOSED BKE

— B2 L2 vt 2« Newton Bike Routes
Bike Lane oues wowess

r) Newton » in» motion

NN\

®90% Green Links svosen

mos‘t major, l:ligh volume through :f::’“y @ Hubwy Stations
corridors which could pose stress -
for particular bike users, unless s e s et i
specific protected facilities are g o MyEm Commuter Line
employed i I ParkSpe  wmes Greenline &
Newtc ‘ / —— )
[ [ e — T
A Transport ] Sy
o “

Source: MassGIS, City of Newton, MAPC, Hubway MAP TO BE UPDATED WITH MISSING DATA POINTS



We heard: The need for more frequent, more
reliable, ADA accessible transit
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Source: MBTA, ACS 2010, 5-year estimates via Census Transportation Planning Products



We heard: A desire to plan for the future, including
supporting aging-in-place and planning for new
technologies
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STOPS THAT JUST
WON'T STOP.
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Waste

Traffic Volume

A Transp?f@@ StﬁM for Newton 800 AM Noon 500 PM Mldnlght



We heard: An appeal for ACTION!
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We heard: An appeal for ACTION!
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Vision Statement

“Newton’s transportation programes,
projects, and policies should support
economic development, champion a
sustainable City, and provide equitable
access for all people.”
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Goals

 Smart Growth

* Real Options

* Reducing Driving & Strengthening Alternatives
* Quality of Life

e Safety

* Balance

* Consistency
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LEARN ABOUT THE POSSIBLE
STRATEGIES AND POST YOUR
USER REVIEWS!

Home Zipcode:

Each page of this booklet contains a set of strategies
that would help Newton meet its transportation
goals. Bring the booklet with you to each station
to learn more about these strategies to inform your
reviews. Your reviews will help prioritize the final

recommendations for Newton-in-Motion.

These voting sheets are also available online at
www.newtonma.gov/transportationstrategy

How to use this booklet
For each strategy, mark the number of stars
based on how much you'd like to seeitin Newton:

S L7 ST Sy [ don't like this idea very much.
PAQRQR QRO
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REDUCE DRIVING &
STRENGTHEN ALTERNATIVES

tke —— 2ot

INCREASE BIKE PARKING IN VILLAGE
W WY CENTERS

WIDEN SIDEWALKS IN VILLAGE
IRQRG KRGk CENTERS

CREATE SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE
PRERER SR PRIORITY PROGRAM
YIS Y w77 INTRODUCE BIKESHARE
YT L7 7%y EXPAND CARSHARE

ENHANCE BUS STOP AND COMMUTER
WITTIWITY  RAIL STATION AREAS

CREATE CENTRAL TRANSPORTATION
PRGREAS KA INFORMATION WEBSITE

UPDATE AND EXPAND PARKING
TSI Y75 MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS IN HIGH

DEMAND AREAS
Comments:
Page 2 of 8




