
Welcome to the Newton 
Transportation Strategy 

Workshop #1



Agenda

» Introduction to the Newton Transportation Strategy
– Study Process
– Initial Explorations

» Hear from You – Workshop Open House



Project Overview





Coordination with Other Efforts

» And more!



RECENT CORRIDOR & TRANSPORTATION PLANS



Project Website

» www.newtonma.gov/transportationstrategy

» Project information

» Mailing list sign up

» Survey links for Workshop #1

» Contact transportationstrategy@newtonma.gov





Workshop #1 – Also Online!

Wikimap

Survey



Workshop #1 Overview

» Goals:
– Hear from as many people as possible
– Learn about vision, goals, and priorities
– Understand transportation trends

» Elements:
– 2.5 Days of Open House
– 3 Presentations (+ Reception)
– “Pop up”/Mobile Workshops
– Priority exercises
– Kids transportation games/activities



Stakeholder Interviews

» 128 Business Council
» Boston College
» City Staff
» Councilor Roundtable
» Green Newton
» Lasell College
» Newton-Needham Chamber
» Safe Routes to School
» School Committee
» Traffic Council
» Transportation Advisory Group
» … and more



Develop Framework Generate Ideas Evaluate and Create Plan



Develop Framework



Proposed Goals – TAC 2011

 Real Options: Provide variety of options for getting to destinations
 Quality of Life: The experience of using the transportation system should 

reflect Newton’s high quality of life
 Reducing Driving and Strengthening Alternatives: Focus on reducing 

motor vehicle travel
 Safety: Policies, investments, and enforcement based on “safety first”
 Balance: Address and improve performance across all modes of travel and 

balance needs of users
 Smart Growth: Transportation, planning, and land use decisions to enable 

more walking, biking, and use of public transportation
 Consistency: Transportation investments and decision-making will be 

consistent with plans and policies



POPULATION DENSITY

Citywide population density: 
Mean 7.47 residents/acre
Median 8.29 residents/acre

Population per Acre within Block Groups| Source: ACS 2010, 5-Year Estimates



POPULATION UNDER 18

22% of Newton 
residents are 
under 18

Population by Block Groups| Source: ACS 2010, 5-Year Estimates



POPULATION OVER 65

15% of Newton’s 
population is over 65

Population by Block Groups| Source: ACS 2010, 5-Year Estimates

By 2030, 1 of 4 Newton 
residents is expected to be 65+

Source: Dukakis Center Report #2, 2014  



VEHICLE OWNERSHIP

93% of Newton households
have access to a vehicle. There
are an average of 1.7 vehicles
per household. 

Data by Block Group| Source: ACS 2010, 5-Year Estimates



DRIVING MODE SHARE

73% of Newton 
residents drive to 
work.

Data by Census block group  | Source: ACS 2013, 5-year estimates



WALKING MODE SHARE

4% of Newton residents 
walk to work. Chestnut Hill 
has the highest percentage 
of any Village.

Data by Census block group  | Source: ACS 2013, 5-year estimates



BIKING MODE SHARE

About 1% of Newtonians bike to 
work; residents in Newton
Corner bike more than others.

Data by Census block group  | Source: ACS 2013, 5-year estimates



TRANSIT MODE SHARE

The areas of highest transit
mode share are closest to
the transit network, such
as in Newton Centre and in
Newtonville.

Data by Census block group  | Source: ACS 2013, 5-year estimates



REGIONAL MODE SPLIT

A high percentage of Newtonians drive to work, even 
higher than peer communities with similar transit access. 
Telecommuting is a growing trend in Newton and the city 
has the highest shared compared to peers.

Source: ACS 2010, 5-Year Estimates via MPO CTPS Data



PLACE OF WORK OF NEWTON RESIDENTS

Most Newton residents 
either commute eastward 
to Boston or travel to work 
within Newton.

Data by Census Tract| Source: ACS 2010, 5-year estimates via Census Transportation Planning Products



RESIDENCE OF PEOPLE THAT WORK IN NEWTON

Most Newton 
employees commute in 
from Metrowest

Data by Census Tract| Source: ACS 2010, 5-year estimates via Census Transportation Planning Products



JOB DENSITY
Jobs per Acre by TAZ | Source: ACS 2010, 5-Year Estimates

Citywide job density: 
Mean 4.06 jobs/acre
Median 3.01 jobs/acre



TRANSIT POTENTIAL

Transit service is most successful when it 
serves areas with significant population and 
employment density. Based on these 
factors, high frequency fixed route transit 
can be supported in most areas throughout 
Newton.

People + Jobs/Acre by TAZ| Source: ACS 2010, 5-year estimates via Census Transportation Planning Products





NEWTON’S ACCESS TO TRANSIT

79% of Newton has walkable access 
to transit but the quality of that 
transit and transit access varies.

Data by catchment zones | Stats by block group within catchment| Source: ACS 2010, 5-Year Block Groups, MBTA



WHERE PEOPLE TAKE THE BUS

Bus activity is greatest within 
Newton’s village centers, with the
largest activity at Newton Corner’s 
bus hub as well as near
Newton Highlands and Newton 
Centre Green Line stations.

Source: MBTA



INTERSECTION DENSITY AND SIDEWALK GAPS

With higher intersection densities, shorter 
block distances and greater walking route
options, Newton’s village centers are the 
most walkable areas of Newton. 

Intersections per ¼ mile radius



EXISTING AND PLANNED BIKE FACILITIES

Though Newton has established plans 
for a desired bicycle route network, 
only about eight miles of designated 
bicycle lanes have been built and they 
do not form a connected network 
within the City.

Source: Past Plans, MassGIS, MAPC, Hubway, Stakeholder Input



ROAD CLASSIFICATIONS

Newton is defined by neighborhood-based 
local streets but has many minor arterial 
corridors which allow cross-City travel. 
I-90 and Route 9 barriers create significant 
divisions between the areas North and South.

Source: City of Newton, MassGIS



CRASHES, ALL

The highest aggregate crash
counts are found at intersections
around Newton Corner.

Source: MASSDOT, 2008-2013



AGGREGATED CRASHES

Motor vehicle crashes are concentrated 
along Newton’s highways and village 
centers, including along the Pike, Route 
128 and in Newton Center.

Source: MASSDOT, 2008-2013



CRASHES WITH CYCLISTS & PEDESTRIANS

Crashes that involve pedestrians 
and cyclists concentrate in the 
village centers.

Source: MASSDOT, 2008-2013



Crash Rates & Safety
2nd

highest 
but 

declining

Highest 
but 

declining
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Source: City of Newton, Sustainability
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2013 – 20 yr Time Horizon

NEWTON’S GREENHOUSE GAS FOOTPRINT



Develop Framework  Newton 
Transportation Factbook



Generate Ideas Evaluate and Create Plan



Project Outcomes

» Develop a vision for transportation in Newton

» Identify goals and metrics

» Recommend early action projects, policies, network plans, 
and future projects

» Tie it all together in Action and Implementation Plans
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