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Inventory No: NWT.1711    

Historic Name: Allen, Nathaniel Topliff Homestead 

Common Name: Allen House 

Address: 35 Webster St 

City/Town: Newton 

Village/Neighborhood: West Newton 

Local No: 3140 

Year Constructed: R 1841 

Architect(s): Lucan, Milo 

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival 

Use(s): Private School; Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture; Education; Social History 

Area(s):

Designation(s): Nat'l Register Individual Property (1/9/1978) 
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FORM B - BUILDING 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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L n West Newton 

In Area no. Form no. 
-9440 

klress 35 Webster Street 

me A l l e n House 

esent use Residence/Vacant 

Newton H i s t o r i c 
esent owner Preservation A s s o c i a t i o n 

scription: 
te 1841 
Source Jackson Homestead publication 
,de Greek Revival 

Architect Andrew H. Ward, b u i l d e r 
Exterior wall fabric Clapboards 
Outbuildings (describe) Ba rn (attached) 
Other features Ionic p o r t i c o , 

side entry, p a r l o r windows 

Altered Addi tions 
Moved 

Late 19th, 
Date 20th c. 
Date 

5. Lot size: 
One acre or less X Over one acre 
Approximate frontage 285 ' x 160' 
Approximate distance of building from street 

50J 
6. Recorded by Kathlyn Hatch 

OrganizationNewton H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Date March 4, 1978 



X ***J
:

or Significance 
Lnor Significance 

7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use R e s i d e n c e 

Contributing Significance 
No Significance 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Reside nee and school 
8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The A l l e n House i s one of Newton's most s i g n f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , both 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y . A complex of s t r u c t u r e s that 
apparently incorporate elements from the 18th through the 20th 
c e n t u r i e s , the core c o n s i s t s of an impressive, colonnaded r e s i ­
dence of the Greek Revival period. 
The house i s of the end-gabled type and features a monumental 
Ionic p o r t i c o on the long s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . This p o s i t i o n f o r 
the p o r t i c o i s r e l a t i v e l y unusual in Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e , 
although there are several other examples in Newton. Attached 
to the house by a s e r i e s of wings and e l l s i s a front-gabled 
barn with a Greek Revival period louvered gable window. This 
sec t i o n of the complex served as part of the A l l e n School at 
one time. 

Nathaniel T. A l l e n began his career in education as a protoge 
of Horace Mann. As a young man he l i v e d on West Newton H i l l at 
the Mann residence, a c t i n g a p r i n c i p a l of the model school con­
ducted by the Normal School. The Normal School, founded by 
Horace Mann, offered teacher t r a i n i n g and was one of the 
f i r s t i n s t i t u t i o n s of i t s type in the country. A l l e n bought 
Mann's home when he moved to Antioch. 

The house at 35 Webster Street was acquired i n 1854. In that 
same year A l l e n e s t a b l i s h e d the West Newton English and C l a s s i c a l 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Friends of the Jackson Homestead. Newton's Older Houses: West 

Newton (1978), pp. 63-65. 



Newton H i s t o r i c a l 
35 Webster Street 
Page Two 

Commission 

School with Cyrus P e i r c e , who had also been involved with 
Horace Mann's Normal School. Classes were held i n a Greek 
Revival mansion on Washington S t r e e t (now demolished), which 
had been occupied p r e v i o u s l y by the Normal School. 
The English and C l a s s i c a l School enjoyed a national r e p u t a t i o n , 
a t t r a c t i n g students from around the country and abroad. Four 
A l l e n borthers, four cousins, an uncle and Nathaniel's wife 
C a r o l i n e taught at the school. Several of the students were 
boarded at A l l e n ' s home. 
The " A l l e n School," as i t i s often c a l l e d , i n s t i t u t e d several 
s p e c i a l features that were unusual f o r t h e i r day; i t was co-ed­
u c a t i o n a l , r a c i a l l y - i n t e g r a t e d , and o f f e r e d physical education, 
in a d d i t i o n to f i e l d t r i p s and course work i n v o l v i n g s o c i a l 
welfare concerns and s o c i a l issues such as a b o l i t i o n . The 
curriculum was progressive, emphasizing i n d i v i d u a l progress 
and c r e a t i v i t y over the accumulation of f a c t u a l information. 
One of the f i r s t kindergartens in the United States was es­
t a b l i s h e d by the A l l e n School i n 1864. 

In a d d i t i o n to his p o s i t i o n as a n a t i o n a l l y prominent educator, 
Nathaniel A l l e n was involved in c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l welfare 
a c t i v i t i e s in Newton. An ardent supporter of the a b o l i t i o n 
and temperence movements, A l l e n was also associated with the 
Pomroy House for Orphan G i r l s in Newton Corner, the Perkins 
School f o r the B l i n d , the Newton Musical A s s o c i a t i o n and the 
West Newton Athenaeum. 



F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S H ISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary , State House, Boston 

4. Map. D r a w i k e t ch of bui ld ing locat ion 
in relation-to nearest c r o s s streets and 
other bui ld ings . Indioate j iorth. 
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In A r e a no. F o r m no. 

1. Town tfeurU~ (U)zA / t e ^ fe^J_— 

Address _fcf „ Jg A ,- J W « _ ^ 

Present use 

^ Present owner ^ r ^ f . f_£_ A 3 ^ V k**±*s-

3. Descr ip t ion : 

Date /fp/S*'*** - r r a / • i^l^rx. 
Source /.. 

Style 
t>J>tUr 

E x t e r i o r wa l l fabr ic tQc&d - gkLsjf_i_f__J 

Outbuildings (describe) /a..-^g. <^<• ct 
' I A j s ^ ' t ^ c «_C lc « - . •* a 1/t^. A J 

Other features j , / , f f ^.^ ^ j e J j e ^ . ~ ° J ' 

A l t e r ed =g g f a^j_ £ 3 t^__j 

Moved 

Datec \<f"Yo . i#?o 

Date 

5. Lot s i ze : 

L e ss than one acre Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 3oc ' o-~. LcA- (?/ J--e>- " V 

Approximate distance of bui ld ing f r om street 

Si) 1 - f f n » - » ^ L*J'~ ^ • f^a- > £ 1 • 

6. Recorded by_ 

Organizat ion /]Xuj-UrK. "H<'s'k>ii<.c*J Q£1 

Date cm 

1077 
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7. O r i g i n a l owner (if known) -J 0. ^ I c ̂  <w-_ 

O r i g i n a l use r-ertJe^ ( c , c7J_c-__?_ _. ko^e / c____~______j by I</S 6 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_/________f_ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Abo r i g ina l Conservat ion _____ Recreat ion 
A g r i c u l t u r a l Educat ion _ _ _ _ j _ _ _ ^ Re l ig ion 
A r ch i t e c tu ra l Exp l o ra t i on/ Sc ience/ 
The A r t s settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Soc i a l / 
Communicat ion _______ M i l i t a r y ZZZZ Humani tar ian 
Community development ______ P o l i t i c a l Transportat ion 

9. H i s t o r i c a l Signif icance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
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10. B ib l iography and/or references (such as loca l h is tor ies , deeds, a s s e s so r ' s r eco rds , 
ea r l y maps, etc.) 
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