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Meeting goals

Community Engagement Group discusses a

sense of identity of the Needham Street

Corridor; recognizes and evaluates current and

future land use challenges and opportunities to

inform City of Newton Planning Team.
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Agenda

• Welcome

• Engagement Group’s Vision Statements

• Land Use Existing Conditions

• Land Use Evaluation

• Guest: Camoin Associates, author of the N2 
Innovation Corridor

• Public Comment
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions

Washington D.C. Greenville, SC

New York
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Needham Street Corridor Visions

Central Wharf Plaza – Boston, MA Edward Leathers Community Park –

Somerville, MA
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
Bethesda Row-Bethesda, MDAssembly Row- Somerville, MA

Vanderbilt Ave – Brooklyn, NY
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions

Grafton St – Dublin, Ireland
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions

Grand Avenue – St. Paul, MN
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Needham Street Corridor Visions

Pisa, Italy
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions
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Needham Street Corridor Visions

Senior Center

Eco-Friendly High Rise
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Existing Zoning
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Existing Zoning
Mixed Use 1

Allowed:
Residential* 

Cemetery*

Schools

Animal Boarding*

Bank*

Dry Cleaner*

Health Club

Office

Retail >5k sq. ft.*

Restaurant*

Storage*

Agriculture*

Lab & Research

Manufacturing

Vehicle sales

Adult business*

Keno*

Medical Marijuana*

Not Allowed:
Single family homes

Live/work

Community Space

Library or Museum

Theatre, hall

Bowling Alley

Car share/rental

Bike rental

Fast food

Hotel

Broadcasting Studio

Retail <5k sq. ft.

Building Material                                                                                    

Sale & Storage

*Requires Special Permit
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Existing Zoning
Mixed Use 2

Allowed:
Residential* 

Cemetery*

Schools

Library or Museum

Theatre, hall

Animal Boarding*

Bank

Dry Cleaner

Health Club

Office

Retail >5k sq. ft.

Retail <5k sq. ft. 

Restaurant*

Hotel*

Agriculture*

Lab & Research

Manufacturing

Vehicle sales

Not Allowed:
Single family homes

Live/work

Community Space

Bowling Alley

Car share/rental

Bike rental

EV charging station

Fast food

Hotel

Building Material                                                                                    

Sale & Storage

Storage

Adult Business

Medical Marijuana

*Requires Special Permit
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Existing Uses

Map showing uses
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Needham Street

Wireless Undergrounding
• Staff reviewed past special permits for developments in Needham Street area:

• None include money for undergrounding study

• Some include ability for City or State to petition for funds to underground a portion 

(~ ¼ mile) if/when commencing undergrounding with sufficient funding in place

• City of Newton Utilities Division: estimated construction cost $22 million (2014)
• Does not include cost of engineering design, project coordination, or legal services 

(approx. + 10-30%)

• Cost to each commercial property owner (estimated $25,000+ dependent on site)

• Formal agreement needed from each property owner

• Agreement and participation needed from each utility company
• National Grid, Verizon, Comcast, RCN, Eversource (regional and local), City Fire

• City must pass ordinance under MGL c.166, sections 22A-22N
• Wait 9 – 21 months to enact after adoption

• Utility customers would experience surcharge to supplement costs

• City would be responsible for any necessary changes to water/sewer lines

• Underground utilities are more difficult to maintain, may be longer repair times

• Future development projects could underground each site or pay into fund
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Residential

Commercial
Industrial/

Office

Land Use Mix – Existing 
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Residential

Commercial
Industrial/

Office

Land Use Mix – Proposed 



What Would You Like 

to See on Needham 

Street?
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Mapping Needham Street

• What uses would you like to see along the Needham Street corridor?

• Draw districts and/or write notes on the map with the overall use and 

specific uses you would like to see or would not like to see

• Be as specific as you’d like

• Examples: grocery store, community center, bowling alley, 

microbrewery, research and development, live/work, medium 

density residential

• Tools provided:

• 5-minute walk bars

• Other locations for scale: Newton Highlands, Newton Centre, and 

Newtonville

• Trace paper
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Upcoming Meetings

• March 12, 2018 – Overall Design and Building 

Considerations

• March 26, 2018 – Fiscal and Other Considerations

• April 5, 2018 – Synthesis of Engagement Group Feedback

• April 23, 2018 – Public Meeting to Present Group Feedback

• April 30, 2018 – Recap of Public Meeting/ What Happens 

Next


