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History of Needham St Area

UPPER FALLS.

200 feet Lo one treakis

1874 Atlas 1886 Atlas

Needham Street Area Vision Plan Histo ry Of Needham Street Area Community Engagement Group | December 11, 2017



History of Needham t Are;

Charles River Branch Railroad (1852) 4. £ = S 7 SN Evergreen |
Jo o C BB - Cemetery
(1801)

-
| 4 s
r :

Marshalls

M"’%m,-f;i'la
o 1929 Atlas

Marshalls Plaza (1979)

Needham Street Area Vision Plan H |St0 ry of Need ham Street Area Community Engagement Group | December 11, 2017



PR B G 2 @ STAuTane ¥ ac N Loe
-~ .a : :. 1 ¥ - ‘ o * - s udd  n & Bl
A oaa o x & 'Q. w ol 'S » P R W o, aAre A i Y
» '*'s’.:;*.’h“"' "“q‘ t="‘:?li*""-';"‘:'n‘
- -

“,ﬁ Y in’ f.."’ :.\; ::.'i % “-1‘: R L) s .-;" *“Q I\ A = §
“’.;‘0".*0‘ i ? '!:" e ¢ s ‘a" Sl 3 “""5‘- ” i -l-' - OO‘I o2 t‘
.‘Q Q‘\‘u - *'* » x, o ‘h.. " o - e = s - o ,"“‘ "‘ \

w ?: > {? oy S a““"- re ¥ ‘. vt sl P s>
P B “. .; LS “y ¥ “O it e, A
) + PP b Akl . s . S

‘::’ Sat, . o » %, -‘.‘_ B . ;-‘ we (t»' ‘7} ‘;»"‘ ;“v

s L AR S/ ise ey vadpret ‘wv '..u fo %
¥, 4% . ™ - % o - v Ve "’; .

Py Ty v, T, et LA S T SR O AR A %
Y i oo O e & S T
3 “-l"; e, " & Lt 1% “n“'..'..!.".," FOCRR A g0 0 B WA

* Y Eq» ‘*‘: $¥e ‘}s % w ow .";‘& =28 b - = LA TR TR
* . -
- ! :' ‘f,“*‘.a b, “ “ “"“ " =
= wida llll".’: % oa et il T w‘.‘-. . *% Tieva
> e gugnet M Fog, = 1] -~ %t N ae L
l|'-'-III 1‘;'_.- Il .n.‘-'ﬁ‘# ‘Jﬁ- @ vq‘ i" “ <
ey ? %, ¥, 2t S
e ¥ * \‘ r
/ Wian Yew
mﬁ - “: L
< % 4‘ ™
£ 3
Lt & a2 et .
»* o ¥ 5y %0
*a A
= na ¥ T e i ﬁ‘
\"“'“ = 1y 'ma -y ~4
&gy F  Twy R .
o 5 4K 5k o B
= = fvTagtn oo o
B - }' : ™ r ¥ "" L ] A
i ~ E& ! N Y, ¥
A 3 I : + ?
ki & 2wt y 4 a5
2 fraf®hketalrs
T Q’A.‘. (] . TE fq mE -i;.:==-
D o ST i Sl
» ' -~ . » » ¥ 3
. o r s ¥ ks o
4 e b o R A \ "
’

-
L bl T

4
'~I l':r-l
=
“'{1
e i%
u
-
r
L -
u .
- ~
4 -
-
‘ ]
L
"
L
|
k|
.
-
-
L

¥
I-".
*

+
- wt
"
-
‘“
-~
-

?‘\ RN,
3 Vomna » >

.l‘j

Community Engagement Group | December 11, 2017

Needham Street Area Vision Plan Bu | |t Form



Building example: Newton Nexus
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Mixed Use 1

Allowed: Not Allowed:

~ Residential* Single family homes

. Cemetery* Live/work
Schools Community Space
Animal Boarding* Library or Museum
Bank* Theatre, hall
Dry Cleaner* Bowling Alley
Health Club Car share/rental
Office Bike rental
Retail >5k sq. ft.* Fast food

= Restaurant* Hotel
Storage* Broadcasting Studio
Agriculture* Retail <5k sq. ft.
Adult business* Building Material
Keno* Sale & Storage
Medical

' [ Marijuana*

LR
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Allowed:

~ Residential*
. Cemetery*
Schools
Library or Museum
Theatre, hall
Animal Boarding*
Bank
Dry Cleaner
Funeral Home*
. Health Club
Office
Personal Service
Broadcasting Studio
. Retail >5k sq. ft.
- Retall <5k sq. ft.
' Restaurant*
' Agriculture*
- Keno*

Needham Street Area Vision Plan

Mixed Use 2

Not Allowed:

Single family homes
Live/work
Community Space
Bowling Alley

Car share/rental
Bike rental

Fast food

Hotel

Building Material
Sale & Storage
Storage

Adult Business
Medical Marijuana
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Environmental Health

* Needham Street area is in the South Meadow Brook watershed
» Stream has been culverted and developed extensively
* Now the area has the highest percentage of impervious cover
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most rain that falls is captured by asphalt and is piped immediately to the river with little to no treatment.



Connectivity and Public Health

* Existing trails: UFGW, Charles River Pathway, Eliot Street/Echo Bridge area, Needham'’s trails
* Enhance open space & connections to: neighborhoods, open spaces, transit, commerce, employment
» Create opportunities for: Recreation, commuting, community, public health, ecological health
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Recent Successes
Boston Ballet - 30% increase in
enroliment

Seaport company moving into Echo
Bridge

NEEDHAM
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Needham Street Area Vision Plan

Needham Street
Reconstruction
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
New signal and timing
3 lanes
Protected bike lane
Crosswalks
RRFB
New sidewalk
APS


Past Studies

e Needham Street Industrial
Area: Prospects for
Revitalization, 1980

e Needham Street Corridor:
Proposals for the Future, 1984

e Needham Street Consensus
Group Report, 1994

e Envisioning Needham Street:
Needham Street Corridor Plan,

Envisioning Needham Street: Needham Street Corridor Plan, 2010

2010
« Needham Street Visioning “Intensive, well-planned corridor development is anticipated and
Sessions, 2011 welcomed on Needham Street ... as long as it is integrated with and helps

produce transportation and other enhancements to make the impact of
that development a positive one.” Newton Comprehensive Plan
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Engagement Group Interests

e What are you most excited about?
e What is one thing you are concerned about?

Group Interests



A Vision Plan is...

a guide for public policy action
regarding a particular
geographic area
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This vision plan was borne out of the City Council’s interest in preparing the City to be proactive when considering a number of projects in the 


A Vision Plan is...

a guide for public policy action regarding a
particular geographic area

based in..

* broader citywide strategies
e past studies & data analysis
e community engagement

City of Newton Comprehensive Plan
|
Newton Leads 2040
A Housing Strategy for Newton
|

Newton Leads 2040
A Transportation Strategy for Newton

Needham Street Area Vision Plan What |S a VISIOh Plan’)
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A Vision Plan is...

a guide for public policy action regarding a
particular geographic area

based in..
Newtonville

* broader citywide strategies
e past studies & data analysis ViSiOn Plan

e community engagement

a doc.um(.ant that outlines... Wells Avenue
e objectives for the future Vision Plan

e guidelines for development
* infrastructure & systems ,'
(transportation, open space, I
utilities, etc.) -
e private development (scales, Needh
am
land uses, urban design, etc.) Area Visj, :gfet
an
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What is a Vision Plan?
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A Vision Plan is...

a guide for public policy action regarding a
particular geographic area

based in..
* broader citywide strategies
e past studies & data analysis
* community engagement

a document that outlines...
e objectives for the future
e guidelines for development
* infrastructure & systems (transportation,
open space, utilities, etc.)
e private development (scales, land uses,
urban design, etc.)

ultimately about place-making;:
enhancing the unique features
that distinguish a given
location from any other
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2017 Community Engagement Process Drafting the Vision Plan
Engagement Group & Public Forum

Present draft to Zoning and Planning Commiittee,
Planning & Development Board

Final Needham Street Area Vision Plan
2018 adopted by City Council as an amendment to
the Comprehensive Plan

Use to guide decision making for upcoming projects

Zoning Redesign e Inform public

development investments
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Charter
Agreement
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Next Steps

 Draft agendas will be sent around ahead of
meetings
— Potential Topics

e Meeting Schedule
— Proposed site walk - Sat Jan 6 or Sun Jan 7

e Communications
Email: needhamstreet@newtonma.gov
Website: www.newtonma.gov/needhamstreet

Needham Street Area Vision Plan Next Ste ps Community Engagement Group | December 11, 2017


mailto:needhamstreet@newtonma.gov
http://www.newtonma.gov/needhamstreet

Potential Topics

 Neighborhood Connections
e Open Space

e Economic Development
 Transportation

 Land Use

e Urban Design
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Next Steps

 Draft agendas will be sent around ahead of
meetings
— Potential Topics

e Meeting Schedule
— Proposed site walk - Sat Jan 6 or Sun Jan 7

e Communications
Email: needhamstreet@newtonma.gov
Website: www.newtonma.gov/needhamstreet
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Public Comment

Needham Street Area Vision Plan Pu bl |c Com ment Community Engagement Group | December 11, 2017




	Needham Street Area Vision Plan
	Slide Number 2
	History of Needham St Area
	History of Needham St Area
	Slide Number 5
	Building example: Newton Nexus
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Engagement Group Interests
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Charter�Agreement 
	Next Steps
	Potential Topics
	Next Steps
	Public Comment

