
21 February 2019 

Peter Sargent, Chair  
Community Preservation Committee 
Planning Department, Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, MA 

Dear Chairperson Sargent and Members of the Community Preservation Committee, 

Historic Newton appreciates the funding you provided for the multi-phase comprehensive 
project to restore, and make publicly accessible, Newton’s three historic burying grounds.  
The purpose of this letter is to point to next steps.  

Starting with a CPA grant in 2003, the restoration was projected to take place over many 
years. A major portion of the project was completed in 2016. However, thanks to frugal 
budget management and a $50,000 matching grant from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission (2015), there is still a balance of funds. Last year (FY2018) we sought and 
received approval from the CPC to apply $3,900 toward a gravestone restoration project at 
East Parish.  That has been accomplished and the final report is forthcoming. We also 
promised to return with additional plans for preservation at all three burying grounds, with 
a request to spend remaining unspent CPA funds already appropriated for the burying 
grounds.  

We are at a turning point as we revisit the master plan and scope out next priorities. This 
planning will involve multiple City departments as well as community volunteers. 
Meanwhile, prompted by a major tree fall in 2018, we were able to assess a project deemed 
critical to the preservation of South Parish gravestones. I have attached that report and the 
project budget, for a start date this spring. It is our sincere hope that you will approve using 
a portion of the existing unspent grant to fund this important project.  

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa S. Dady 
Director 

Cc: Robert DeRubeis, Commissioner, Parks and Recreation, City of Newton 
       Harry O. Lohr, Jr., Chair, Historic Newton Burying Grounds Committee 

On 12 March 2019, the 
CPC voted 8-0 to approve 
this request to spend 
$8,690 on a supplemental 
scope of work at the 
historic burying grounds.



Fiscal Year 2019 Burying Ground Preservation – Preliminary Project 

Activity Cost Purpose 

Survey conducted in 
August-September 2018. 
The most damaged and 
vulnerable gravestones 
at the site were 
identified in a survey.

$0 

(In-kind services 
from Historic Newton 

staff and Trustee.)  

See attached report: South Burying 
Ground, Survey in the Area of the 2018 
Tree Fall, September 2018. 

Gravestone conservation 
for 14 gravestones and 
one obelisk at South 
Parish Burying Ground. 

Estimated at 
$7,900 Email quote received from Historic 

Gravestone Services on December 18, 
2019.  

If approved by the CPC, Historic Newton 
will proceed with acquiring three 
written quotes per City of Newton 
Purchasing guidelines.  

Contingency at 10% $790 

Total $8,690 Total $8,690



South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

September 2018

Survey Stone #1 – White Marble Footstone

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

1



Survey Stone #2 – White Sandstone Gravestone

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

2

Survey Stone #3 – Sarah Ann Fogg  
    and Harriet Fogg

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

3



Survey Stone #4 – Mary Elizabeth Fogg

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

4

Survey Stone #5 – Sally Keyes

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

5



Survey Stone #6 – Stephen Keyes

Description

 

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

6

Survey Stone #7 – Elizabeth Keyes

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

7



Survey Stone #8 – Jonathan Wheeler

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

8

Survey Stone #9 – Hannah Cheney

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

9



Survey Stone #10 – John Handy

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

10

Survey Stone #11 – Marble Stone

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall
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Survey Stone #12 – Samuel H. Hall

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

12

Survey Stone #13 – Emily August

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

13



Survey Stone #14 – Marble Artifact

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall
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Survey Stone #15 – Marble Obelisk

Description

South Burying Ground
Newton, Massachusetts

Survey of Damage in the Area of the 2018 Tree Fall

15


