City Clerk

David A. Olson, CMC City of Newton

Community Preservation Committee
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

January 22, 2015
Dear Committee Members,

I am resubmitting the proposal to fund a Strategic Plan for the Archives of the City of
Newton that was originally submitted to the CPC in November of 2103 and withdrawn in
May of 2014 due to delays in approval by the committee.

The need for a Strategic Plan for Newton’s Archival material has hit a critical point as
construction projects within City Hall, and plans for the expansion of Child and Teen
services within the Newton Free Library, threaten the existence of adequate and sufficient
archival storage spaces in these two buildings. The City Clerk’s Office and the Inspectional
Services Department are in the process of moving more than 1 million building plans dating
back to the early 1900s from the current Inspectional Services archival storage area in the
basement of City Hall’s War Memorial to other spaces within the building. This is being
done to make way for the installation of a new elevator in the War Memorial which will
begin in March.

A Strategic Plan for the long-term storage and care of City Archival collections stored in
public buildings around the City needs to be completed so that this material is protected and
made accessible for generations to come. I will provide more information to the committee
on the plans that the Library is proposing when this request is scheduled for discussion. I
urge the committee to avoid delaying the review of this request.

) 220

David Olson
Newton City Clerk

1000 Commonwealth Avenue = Newton, MA 02459
617-796-1200 WWW.Ci.newton.ma.us
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