
In 2000, Newton had 31,201 households, containing approximately 83,000 people.  Despite an 

average single family house price of $725,000, Newton only has 26 permanently affordable 

ownership units.  Whose needs are not being met? 1  

Municipal Employees 
 
With an average Newton single family home price of 
$725,000, many municipal employees are unable to afford 
purchasing a home.2 

 
Sample Municipal Salaries (2005 Budget) 
•
 Reference librarian - $39,010 

•
 Certified school nurse - $42,792 

•
 Police department head clerk - $38,763,  

•
 DPW Foreman - $37,000 

 
These employees are a target 
market of the Covenant Resi-
dences on Commonwealth.  

The Newton Workforce 
 

Newton has significant local employers, with Educational 
Development Center, Boston College, and Newton 
Wellesley Hospital combining to employ more than 4,000 
people.  However, many workers with salaries below the 
Newton household median income of $86,502 cannot af-
ford to live near their employer.5 
 

Sample Salaries — Boston Area 

• Proofreader - $38,471 

• Admissions representative - $35,636 

• Licensed Practical Nurse - $40,491 
 
The Covenant Residences will provide 
opportunities for people to live near their 
place of work. 

Market Renters 
 
Market renters will have a broader choice to spend their 
housing budget more effectively, while maintaining ties to 
their chosen community. 

 
Market rent on a two bedroom unit in the Chestnut Hill/
Newton area ranges between $1,400 and $2,600 per 
month.6   

 
In the event that the renter’s income qualifies for the af-
fordable units, the projected total housing payment on an 
affordable two bedroom condominium in the Covenant 
Residences is $1,302.4  
 
 

The Need for Affordable Home  
Ownership Opportunities in Newton 

1Respectively are Census 2000 Data and the Warren Group. 
2 Census 2000 
3Town of Newton Annual budget 
4Assumptions include 70% of the median income at $52,080, down payment of $7,950 a maxi-
mum mortgage of $151,050, and a permanent loan with an interest rate of 6.25% 

5Monster.com salary wizard for Greater Boston area.  Median (50th percentile) salaries for a 
given profession. 
6Craigslist, Avalon at Newton Highlands, and The Copley Group (Hammond Pond Parkway) 
7 Rent for a 2 bedroom affordable apartment in Avalon at Newton Highlands is $798-$1356.     
  Projected monthly mortgage payments on a 2 bedroom at the Covenant Residences is $1302.    
  See note 4.

 

Affordable Renters 
 
There is a quantifiable demand for affordable housing in 
Newton. 
 
The new Avalon at Newton Highlands, with its 74 afford-
able rental apartments, had a waiting list of 1300 when it 
opened its doors in Fall 2004.  After open approximately 
one year, the list had grown to 1379.  Approximately 275 
of these people are Newton residents, trying to stay in 
their home community. 
 
Because of the comparable rates between projected total 
housing payment at the Covenant Residences and the af-
fordable rents at Avalon at Newton Highlands, buying at 
the Covenant Residences will enable affordable renters to 
move up the “housing ladder.”7   
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Auburndale                2747                97             90
Chestnut Hill             2050                  0               0
Newton Centre           3855              146          172
Newton Corner          3254                 83          169
Newton Highlands     2363               117          332
Newton Lower Falls    512                 92          102
Newton Upper Falls   1754                75            68
Newtonville                3240              115          192
Nonantum                   2150              178          170
Oak Hill                      3792              199          350
Oak Hill  Park               568                11             8
Thompsonville              641                30           50
Waban                         2601               230        385
West Newton              4864                98          123

Village                  Total Units   Affordable   40B
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(In Formation) 

December 19, 2005  
 

Jennifer Goldson 
Planning and Development Office 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

 

Re: Covenant Residences on Commonwealth 

 
Dear Ms. Goldson: 
 
Thank you for your consideration of the proposed Covenant Residences on Commonwealth 
Avenue.  We urge the Community Preservation Committee’s support of this vital project for 
Newton. 
 
We are a rapidly growing group of more than 80 supporters of B’nai B’rith Housing’s initiative 
to build 56 one and two-bedroom condominiums on the Commonwealth Avenue site. We 
strongly believe that this location is appropriate for mixed-income condominiums and will 
provide a home ownership opportunity for many households who could not otherwise own a 
home in Newton.  
 
The City of Newton “Consolidated Five Year Plan for Housing and Community Development: 
July 1, 2005 - June 30, 2010” (The Consolidated Plan) provides data on the severe shortage of 
affordable and working family housing in Newton. As the median home price for Newton 
approaches $725,000, many people who grew up in Newton or work in this city cannot afford to 

Friends of the Covenant Residences  
on Commonwealth 
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live here.  As it currently stands, only the well-to-do can afford to enter the Newton housing 
market.   
 
Because of this, children and grandchildren find far too often that they have to move a great 
distance to get a chance to purchase a home. Empty nesters and seniors are unable to maintain 
themselves in communities that they love because they cannot find housing appropriate to their 
needs.  
 
The Consolidated Plan clearly identifies the lack of affordable housing in Newton and offers 
solutions to this problem. The Covenant Residences fulfill two of the priorities that are 
highlighted as solutions. The Covenant Residences will both “increase the overall supply of a 
variety of affordable housing options and reduce the housing cost burden of extremely low and 
moderate income residents….” and  “create homeownership opportunities for low, moderate and 
middle income residents.”  
 
With close to 7,000 low or moderate-income households already based in Newton, there is a 
great need for affordable and reasonably priced housing.  The 14 new affordable units will 
increase the affordable ownership stock in Newton by more than 50%.  Even families who make 
the Newton median household income of $86,000 have a very difficult time purchasing a home 
in Newton. In fact, it is well documented that even among Newton’s existing homeowners, a 
majority of the families who own homes in Newton would not be able to buy their own homes 
today. 
 
B’nai B’rith Housing is committed to producing affordable housing in Newton. They are willing 
to put their resources of time and money behind this effort. While it is not easy, it is their mission 
and they are worthy of broad support. 
 
Join with us and make this project a win for Newton.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Fran Shifman 
219 Fuller Street 
West Newton 
 
On Behalf of the Friends of the Covenant Residences on Commonwealth 
 



December 19, 2005 
 
The Honorable David Cohen  
President Lisle Baker and Members of the Board of Aldermen  
Chairperson Andrew Stern and Members of the Community Preservation Committee  
Chairperson Cathleen Clement and Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
Re:  Covenant Residences on Commonwealth 
 
The undersigned members of the Newton clergy wish to convey our support for the 
proposed B'nai B'rith Housing project on Commonwealth Avenue. This development will 
include fifty six homeownership units, eleven of which will be affordable to families at or 
below 80% of median income. We strongly urge the City to provide the financial support 
needed to bring this project to fruition.   
 
As clergy of differing faiths, we are united in our strong belief that providing shelter for 
the less wealthy among us is a shared responsibility. This obligation arises out of our 
humanity, and our concern that housing that is affordable, safe, and sanitary is available 
to people at all income levels. 
 
The fourteen new units of housing that are included in the proposal for B’nai B’rith 
Housing’s fifty-six unit development that will provide an option for people who cannot 
purchase a house at Newton's average price of $800,000. Today, the median income of 
families in Newton is $86,000. Having more affordable units will help Newton to keep its 
doors open to families and elders who do not have these kinds of resources, and cannot 
afford Newton’s average prices. We are confident that all of Newton will be enriched by 
the addition of these new units, and by the presence of the people who will inhabit them. 
 
The voters of Newton chose to implement the Community Preservation Act, which 
provides funding for City support for affordable housing.  The B’nai B’rith plan will 
provide such housing options, and would be a wonderful use of our CPA funds.  As City 
officials, we hope that you will decide to allocate CPA funds to this project so that we 
can add to the affordable housing stock in our City. 
 
Thank you for your attention, and your efforts to ensure that Newton welcomes those at 
all income levels within our City. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
The Rev. Kenneth F. Baily, Newton Highlands Congregational Church 
Rabbi Samuel Chiel 
Dr. David Dean, Interim Executive Director, Greater Boston Baptist Association 
The Rev. Miriam C. Gelfer, Grace Episcopal Church 
Rabbi Eric Gurvis, Temple Shalom of Newton 
Sister Marie LaBollita, Our Lady of Christians Church 
Rabbi Paul H. Levenson, Temple Chayai Shalom 
Rob Mark, Exec Dir, Community Day Center of Waltham 



Interfaith Support Letter – Page 2 

 
Rabbi Barbara Penzer, Temple Hillel B’nai Torah 
Rabbi Scott Rosenberg, Temple Reyim 
Rabbi Benjamin Samuels, Congregation Shaarei Tefillah 
Rev. John Stendahl, Lutheran Church of the Newtons 
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affordable housing. JALSA is now involved in forming an interfaith coalition
in Newton to demonstrate support for this development. If you would like to
be involved in JALSA's tvork on this project, please contact the JALSA off ice
a l617-227 -3000 or  e-mai l  decter@ewishal l iance.org.so that  we keep you
updated.

Many thanks.

Background In format ion on Beconr ing a I r r iend of  B 'na i  B ' r i th  Hous ing

B 'na i  B ' r i t h  I { ous ingNew E ,ng land  i s  p ropos ing  t o  bu i l d  132  one  and
t rvo-bedroom condotn in iums ad jacent  to  the Boston Col lege T s ta t ion on
Conr tnonn,ea l th  Avenue.  Knou,n as the Covenant  Res idences on Comntonrve a l t l t .25o/o
of  the condoln i l t iu rns r i , i l l  be ava i lab le  for  people  who are a t  or  be low 1\ok o f
area r r ted ian inconre and the remainder  u , i l l  be ava i lab le  a t  rnarket  ra te .  These
uni ts  r , , ' i l l  be ava i lab le  to  both ind iv idua ls  and fami l ies .

At tached is  a  fac t  sheet  wi th  a  render ing of  the pro ject  and deta i led
in format ion about  the Covenant  Res idences and B 'na i  B ' r i th  Hous ing Neu,
t rng land.  Th is  pro ject  is  essent ia l  to  prov id ing af fordable  hous ing in
Neu, to l t .

A " l i r iends of  
' l 'he  

Covenant  Res idences on Cornrnonr i 'ea l t l t "  group is  lbr rn ing.  ar r r i
r i 'e  l tope that  y 'oLt  can jo i r r .  . lo in in ! .  t l re  l r r iends ntea l ts  that  1 ,ou n, i l l  be dc l rng
the  f b l l ow ing :

I  l - cnd ing  yo r r r  na l ' l t c  t o  t h i s  causc  and  pL r t t r t r g  voL l r  nan tc  on  oL l l ' "F r i ends "
i e t t e rhead .
1. .  I . } rcourag ing ot l rers  to  suppor l  the Covenant  Res idences o l t  C lornrnonl r ,e  a l t1r .
3 . .  l f  poss ib l e ,  a t t end ing  an  occas iona l  pub l i c  n ree t i ns  t o  sho* ,  1 ,ou r
sL lppon.
C )ve r  t he  nex t  l e r t , t nc l n ths .  B 'na i  B ' r i t h  I { ous ing  Ncu  l i ng land  r , i ' i l l  p rov rde  t he
I r r iends rv i th  progress updates on the pro jecr .

[ ) l ease  ca i l  o r  en ra i l n t c  back  any ' c i L res t i ons  and  vo r r r  ag reen ten t  t o  be  a  I t r i end
o f  Cove t t a l t t  House .  A l so ,  p l ease  i nd i ca te  r vhe the r  voL r  r n i g l i t  be  i n te res ted  i n
oppo r tun i t i es  t o  speak  a t  pub l i c  r nee t i ngs  o r  t o  t he  n ied ia .

We apprec ia te  vour  cons iderat ion o f  th is  rvor thv endeavor .  and thank \ 'ou for
vou r  he lp .

S  i n  cc l c  l i ' "

S h e i l a  D e c t c r '
E recu t i ve  D i rec to r
. l cq , i sh  A l l i ance  f o r  [ - a r v  and  Soc ia l  Ac t i on

SUPPORT THE JEWISH ALLIANCE

-fhe.lervish 
Alliance for Law and Social Action----

dedicated to cont inuing a strong, pt  ogressive. iutcr-general ional  voice
inspiled by Jeu,ish reachings and values for social .lus1ice, civil rights. and civil liberties.

Membership is opcn to al l  rvho rvish to \ .vork lbr progressir .c goals in the clevelopment ol  publ ic pol ic l  .

1 t21t2005
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