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Covenant Residences

on Commonwealth
Traffic Study Summary — November 2005

Project Location: 27,29 and 35 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, Massachusetts
Project Description: 56 units one and two-bedroom condominiums (net addition of 44 units)

Parking -Existing: 45 spaces (10 garage and 35 outdoor)
-Proposed: 89 spaces (33 garage, 46 surface and 10 existing)

Study Conclusion: The proposed project will not significantly impact intersections or
transit operations in the study area.

Findings:

The project will generate approximately 27 new vehicle trips during the morning
commuter peak hour and 33 vehicle trips during the afternoon peak commuter hour.
This is an increase of less than 2 percent additional traffic at the entrance to
Covenant Residences.

The project vehicle trips will be distributed approximately 40 percent to/from the
west (Newton) and 60 percent to/from the east (Boston). Therefore, during the
afternoon peak hour there will be approximately 13 new trips on Commonwealth
Avenue traveling to/from the west and 20 new trips traveling to/from the east on
Commonwealth Avenue.

The addition of project traffic on the roadway system will not change the operating
levels of service at study intersections.

The site has excellent transit access via the MBTA Green “B” Line within a few
minutes’ walking distance.

Approximately 15 percent of project trips during the peak hours will be made by
public transit. This equates to approximately 6 transit trips during the morning and
afternoon peak hours. The Green “B” Line and the Boston College station have
sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional trips by the project.

Pedestrian activity associated with the site, Boston College, the MBTA and other
destinations will be safely accommodated by existing sidewalks along both sides of
Commonwealth Avenue and signalized crosswalks at Fr. Herlihy Drive and at Lake
Street.

The City has identified the need for roadway improvement for this portion of
Commonwealth Avenue to address existing roadway issues. The Commonwealth
Avenue Corridor Improvements Project has identified a plan for these
improvements. B’nai B’rith Housing NE will work with the City to determine the
most appropriate traffic flow safety solutions for this portion of Commonwealth
Avenue.
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