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52 ELLIOT STREET 

  Setti D. Warren NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 02461-1605 
         Mayor  

 

 

DATE: 9 April 2014 

TO: Newton Historical Commission 

PROJECT: Cabot School Project 

RE:  Application for Property Review 

 
The Newton Public Buildings Department, on behalf of the Newton School Department, is pleased to provide 
the enclosed property review application for the above referenced project for the Commission’s review and 
approval.  In response to the Statement of Interest submitted by the school department to the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (MSBA), the MSBA has invited the school department into the program’s 
Feasibility Study Phase for the Cabot Elementary School Project. 

The Cabot Elementary School is the City of Newton’s current priority school requiring major renovation or 
replacement as identified in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan.  The need to renovate or replace this facility 
has been further confirmed by the MSBA’s ranking of this facility.  The MSBA’s physical assessment of the 
school ranks among the highest category for need of renovation or replacement.  The evaluation provided by 
HMFH Architect’s “Newton Schools Long-Range Facilities Master Plan” update of November 2011 also 
ranked the Cabot School in the higher categories for renovation or replacement based on both physical 
condition and educational space needs. 

To meet the increasing enrollment, space demands and physical challenges at the current Cabot School, the 
City of Newton will undertake a feasibility study in concert with the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
(MSBA) in accordance with the MSBA school building process.   

At this time the Public Buildings Department is requesting a property review by the Newton Historical 
Commission and a determination to allow for the option to demolish the building in part or in its entirety based 
on the outcome of the feasibility study which will determine the most appropriate solution to meet the future 
facility and educational demands at the Cabot School. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions regarding this request. 

Sincerely, 

 
 Joshua R. Morse 
 Commissioner of Public Buildings 
 

CC Dori Zaleznik, Chief Administrative Officer 
Maureen Lemieux, Chief Financial Officer 
Dr. David Fleishman, School Superintendent 
Sandy Guryan, Deputy Superintendent/Chief Administrative Officer 
Ouida Young, Associate City Solicitor 





Form revised July 16, 2009  

Project#:_____________________     Date Received:________________ 
 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

Demolition Review Ordinance - Application for Property Review  
 
Property Owner 
City of Newton 
School Department 

Address of Property to be reviewed: 
229 Cabot Street 
Newtonville, MA  02460 

Phone: 
617-559-9400 

Primary Contact: 
Joshua R. Morse, Commissioner 
of Public Buildings 

Address: 
52 Elliot Street 
Newton, MA  02461 

Phone: 
617-796-1600 

Email Address 
jmorse@newtonma.gov 

 
 

 

 
I. Type of Structure to be Demolished:  (check) 
 House  Garage  Shed  Non-Residential Building  X Other 

If Other please describe:            School Building  –  Cabot Elementary School  

 
II. Year Property Built     1928 - 1929                 Section:     22       Block:     08      Lot:    0008  

(Can be found in Assessors Database on City’s website – www.ci.newton.ma.us) 

 
III. Description of Demolition Requested:   please see attached project description and request for 

demolition option.          

            

  

IV. Required Documentation to be Included With Application: (check items included) 

___X__ Photographs of Front, Back and Sides of affected Structure and one of front of addressed 
building on property for location purposes. 

___X___ Assessor’s Map Showing Property Location  

Incomplete applications may result in a delay in review time. 

V. Suggested Additional Documentation: (check items included) 

______Building Plans 11 X 17 or smaller (Elevations only), recommended  
 
___X___ Historical Information _X__ Site Plan ______Product/Material Information     
 
______ Photos of neighborhood (recommended for full demos) _____Sketches  

  Home Owner Signature:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
PLEASE NOTE:  Once the completed application is received, the Preservation Planner has 15 days to 
determine whether the structure is considered to be historically significant.  If you should have questions, 
please contact the Planning & Development Department at (617) 796-1120. 

This application is only for Demolition Review from the Newton Historical Commission.  Applicants should also consult 
the Planning Department to consider other relevant planning and zoning ordinances.  Following this review, an application for 
Plan Examination and/or Building Permit must be completed and submitted to Inspectional Services. 
Cabot Application 



Page 2. 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

Demolition Review Ordinance - Application for Property Review  
 
Cabot School Project Description  

The Cabot Elementary School is the City of Newton’s current highest priority school requiring major renovation or 
replacement as identified in the City’s Capital Improvements Plan.  The need to renovate or replace this facility has 
been further confirmed by the Massachusetts State Building Authority’s ranking of this facility.  The MSBA’s 
physical assessment of the school ranks among the highest category for need of renovation or replacement.  The 
evaluation provided by HMFH Architect’s “Newton Schools Long-Range Facilities Master Plan” update of 
November 2011 also ranked the Cabot School in the highest categories of need for renovation or replacement based 
on both physical condition and education space needs. 

The Cabot Elementary School is over 85 years old with original building systems in poor condition.  Some 
mechanical systems are inoperable or not working as intended, resulting in areas over-heating while others have very 
limited heating.  Plumbing is original and beyond useful life, and the number of toilet fixtures is inadequate.  
Electrical, lighting and emergency systems are also inadequate by today’s standards.  The building does not have a 
sprinkler system, and does not meet current accessibility requirements. 

The current Cabot School is approximately 43,580 S.F. in size with a current enrollment of 419 students and an 
average class room size of approximately 790 S.F.  The school district’s enrollment projections and the MSBA’s 
enrollment analysis both indicate an increase in the district-wide elementary enrollments over the next five years.  As 
a result, the district and the MSBA have agreed on a design enrollment of 480 students for the Cabot School to 
create capacity and relieve enrollment growth pressure throughout the district.  In order to meet the school’s need 
for appropriately-sized academic spaces, and to comply with MSBA guidelines for classroom sizes of approximately 
900 S.F., the renovated and expanded or replacement Cabot School is expected to be approximately 76,000 -78,000 
S.F.  Construction for the renovated or replacement facility is anticipated to begin in the summer of 2017. 

Cabot School Feasibility Study 

To meet the increasing enrollment, space demands and physical challenges at the current Cabot School the City of 
Newton will undertake a feasibility study, with the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) in accordance 
with the MSBA school building process.  At this time the Public Buildings Department is requesting the option to 
demolish the building in part or in its entirety based on the outcome of the feasibility study which will determine the 
most appropriate solution to meet the future educational demands at the Cabot School.  
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City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

Demolition Review Ordinance - Application for Property Review  
 

 

 
Cabot School Photos 

 
 

 

SOUTH ELEVATION EAST ELEVATION 

  

  

 
 

 
 

NORTH ELEVATION WEST ELEVATION 
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City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

Demolition Review Ordinance - Application for Property Review  

Assessor’s Map 
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