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1. Project Goals 
 

A. Historic Importance of Property  
 
The Durant Kenrick Homestead, built in 1732, is one of only a few pre- 
Revolutionary houses remaining in Newton.   The interior and exterior of the house 
are in near original condition.  It has been maintained in the period, is fully furnished 
with period furniture and other collections, and is surrounded by specimen trees that 
were planted by one of the first horticulturists in the country.  Protecting the 
Homestead provides a rare opportunity to preserve the past for the benefit of future 
generations. 
  
The Durant Homestead Foundation, owners of the Durant Kenrick Homestead (at 286 
Waverley Avenue), faced with a dwindling endowment, rising costs, and a severely 
constrained capacity to open the Homestead to visitors has approached the Newton 
Historical Society about taking over the Foundation’s property, collection of 
furnishings, adjoining open lot, and endowment. 
  
The Foundation and the Historical Society share a goal to preserve and protect the 
Homestead and its adjoining property, create educational opportunities for the 
community, and provide a high level of stewardship that will enable the people of 
Newton to enjoy the Homestead for generations to come.  The Durant Kenrick 
Homestead would become an extension of the same educational programming now 
provided by the Newton Historical Society at the Newton History Museum at the 
Jackson Homestead. 
  
It is that shared vision that motivates the Newton Historical Society and Newton 
History Museum to seek the funding needed to move this important project forward. 

 
B. Scope of Work  

 
The Newton Historical Society, in conjunction with the Newton History Museum, has 
begun an eighteen-month effort to: 
 
• Develop a master plan for the preservation of the house and property;  
• Develop a plan for the use of the site for public and educational programs;  
• Develop short and long range budgets for preserving the property, undertaking 

programs, and caring for the collection; and  
• Raise funds for needed Capital Improvements and endowment to cover operating 

costs. 
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This is a request to conduct over the next six months a thorough needs assessment of 
the property and to identify and develop potential acquisition and funding strategies. 

 
 
2. Community Need 
 

The acquisition of the Durant Kenrick Homestead and its adjacent lot would preserve 
existing open space, and provide a setting for a museum that interprets 18th-century 
Newton through public tours, student educational programs, and public programs for 
families and adults.  The Newton school system is in the midst of developing new 
curriculum focusing on the revolutionary period.  The Durant Kenrick Homestead 
would be ideal for supporting these studies in the same way that the 1809 Jackson 
Homestead has supported study of the 19th century and abolition movement. 
 
As a department of the City of Newton, The Newton History Museum has developed 
a strategic plan for community outreach and development.  Future work on the Durant 
site is consistent with this plan. 
 
 

3. Community Support 
 

Support for this application is broad-based and documented in letters of support 
attached from the following groups and organizations: 
 
• Farlow Hill Neighborhood Association  
• Durant Kenrick Foundation 
• Newton Conservators 
• League of Women Voters 
• Local aldermen 
• Newton School Committee 
• Newton Historical Commission 

 
 
4. Timeline 
 

Activity  
 

 Completion Date

• Complete pre-selection of consultant team to be in place 
should funding be approved 

 April 28, 2006

• Completion of outline for anticipated educational and 
program plans for facility 

 April 28, 2006

• Funding approved (tentative)  April 28, 2006
• Complete negotiation (if required) and sign contract with 

consultants 
 May 10, 2006

• Complete property survey with topography  June 15, 2006
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• Complete as-built drawings of existing structure with 

engineering assessments for structural stability and HVAC 
needs 

 June 15, 2006

• Complete schematic landscape plan for automobile parking, 
bus parking, and museum approach  

 July 15, 2006

• Complete schematic plans for structural stabilization and 
exterior restoration 

 July 31, 2006

• Complete schematic plans for handicap access and renovated 
rear ell (non-original)  

 July 31, 2006

• Complete Collection Needs Assessment  July 31, 2006
• Complete budget development for work described in 

schematic plans 
 August 31, 2006

• Complete negotiations with Durant-Kenrick trustees on deal 
structure 

 August 31, 2006

• Final package of schematic plans and budgets complete and 
ready for solicitation of full project funding 

 September 15, 2006

 
 

5. Credentials 
 
The Newton Historical Society, Inc. and the City of Newton have worked together for 
decades in the operation, maintenance, and promotion of the Newton History 
Museum at the Jackson Homestead.  The Newton History Museum is a joint effort of 
the City of Newton and the Newton Historical Society, a private, non-profit 501 (c) 3 
organization that is made up of a very active 27-Member Board of Directors and 
nearly 400 members.  The City maintains the Museum building and provides support 
for the director, curatorial, and education staff, while the Historical Society provides 
the funding for the Museum’s programs---including ongoing exhibits, nearly 140 
presentations each year to area school children, programs for adults, the Newton 
House Tour, an historic marker program, neighborhood walking tours, and more.   
The CPC has previously agreed to funding which is currently supporting the Newton 
History Museum, in conjunction with the Newton Historical Society, overseeing the 
restoration of Newton’s three historic burial grounds, the final resting places of many 
of Newton’s earliest residents 

 
 
6. Success Factors 

 
Project success will be measured by the ability of the Newton Historical Society, Inc., 
with support from the City of Newton, to submit a complete bid package and cost 
estimate in its Application for Funding to the CPC in October 2006.  
 
Work on fundraising has already begun.  The completion of the needs assessment will 
prepare us to undertake the necessary preservation, restoration and support work that 
will be identified by the assessment. 
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7. Budget 
 
This request seeks Community Preservation Funds in the amount of $77,500.  It is 
anticipated that the funds will be appropriated to the Jackson Homestead, a 
department of the City of Newton.  The Director of the Newton History Museum at 
the Jackson Homestead will enter into a grant agreement with the Newton Historical 
Society, Inc. who will oversee the work.   
 
The following budget has been prepared with the input of, and considerable in-kind 
effort from local architects. 
 

o Assess Existing Conditions: 
 Building survey and structural assessment $8,000 
 Topographical survey      2.000 
 Collections survey       7,000 
 Real estate appraisal/with and without    3,500 

conservation easement 
 

o Develop Capital Improvements Plan: 
 Building design schematics   25,000 
 HVAC, Structure, Fire Suppression    7,000 
 Landscape, parking, accessibility     5,000 

 
o Develop Acquisition Strategy: 

 Legal/Development advice for funding  
to preserve open lot and fund endowment 10,000 

 
• Contingency      10,000 

 
Total Needs Assessment Funds Requested           $77,500 

 
 

8. Other Funding 
 
In addition to the in-kind effort referenced above, the Durant-Kenrick Foundation is 
prepared to donate land, buildings, period furnishings, and collections with estimated 
value of approximately $3 million. Additionally, they are also prepared to donate 
approximately $300,000 toward an endowment to meet ongoing operating costs.  We 
believe that the potential of this substantial private sector donation should be an 
important consideration in deciding the value CPC funds would bring to the City as a 
return on investment. 
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9. Maintenance 
 
For this portion of the project, maintenance is not applicable.    It is worth noting, 
however, that CPC funds will not be used for maintenance.  The Historical Society is 
in the process of raising funds to create an endowment for the properties long-term 
care. 
 

10. Documentation of Control Over Site 
 

See letters to and from the Durant Kenrick Foundation attached. 
 
11. Through 14  
 
 To be answered in the course of the study. 

 
15. Appropriate Professional Standards 

 
The RFP will be written so that only consultants with appropriate and extensive 
experience will be qualified to submit proposals.  Experience and recommendations 
will be carefully checked before a consultant team is chosen. 
 
 

16. Additional Community Benefits 
 

The Newton Historical Society and the City of Newton believe that the restoration 
and effective operation of the Durant Kenrick Homestead will raise the visibility of 
the asset to the community, and draw more members and visitors to the Jackson 
Homestead.  The preservation of the open space in the adjacent lot will be a valuable 
community asset for all. 
 
 



 
 
Photo A – Front Elevation of Durant Kenrick Homestead from Waverly Avenue 
 
 
 

 
 
Photo B – View of Homestead Through Mature Specimen Trees on Corner Lot 
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Photo C – Interior View of Great Room With Period Furniture & Furnishings 
 
 
 

 
 
Photo D – Interior View of Parlor with Period Furniture and Furnishings 
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Photo E – Interior of Kitchen 
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1886 Map of Durant Kenrick Homestead and Surrounding Properties 
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