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The Preservation and 
Restoration of Farlow 

and Chaffin Parks

Newton’s Oldest Park
• In 1880 philanthropist John Farlow donated 

a parcel of land to the City of Newton to 
establish an open space for recreation and 
relaxation.

• In 1883 George Frederick Meacham, the 
designer of Boston Public Gardens  laid out 
a plan for Farlow Park.  

• In 1885 City Engineer Albert F. Noyes took 
Meacham’s plan and a plan by George 
Schinn which featured a baseball field, and 
drew up a plot plan.  
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Meacham’s Boston Public 
Garden

• Note the similarities of Boston Public 
Garden on the left and Farlow Park on the 
right.
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Chaffin Park

• Adjacent to Farlow Park is Chaffin Park.  
• The Chaffin Estate was purchased by 

Newton in 1931.  
• Many mistakenly assume Farlow Park and 

the old Chaffin Estate are a single park 
since there is a major walkway that joins 
the two and they lie adjacent to one another.
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The Chaffin Estate

• The original Chaffin Estate contained a 
magnificent rose garden.   

• In 1920, the Newton Graphic stated:  “On 
the Chaffin Estate is one of the most 
beautiful rose gardens in greater Boston.  It 
is the belief of many Newton people that 
this garden should be perpetuated, not only 
for the enjoyment of Newton residents, but 
as a fitting memorial to Mr. Chaffin.”
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Chain link fence
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Missing Walkway 
(Eldredge Street)
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Sidewalk Deterioration

Another Example
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Restoration Map and 
recommendations, June 06

Phase One Budget
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Timeline for Phase 1

Phase 2 Budget
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Phase 3 Budget

So Why Fund this Project
• Farlow and Chaffin Parks once 

defined Newton as the Garden City.
• There has been a long history of 

various groups petitioning the City 
for the restoration of these Parks.

• Over the past 15 years Newton 
Corner has invested over $122,000 
in these Parks.  What we are asking 
for is what we can’t do ourselves!


