NEWTON CORNER NEIGHBORHQOD ASSOCIATION

Deceniber 10, 2007

Ms. Alice Ingerson

Community Preservation Plogxam Manager
Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02459

Subject: Farlow and Chaffin Park Connnuniiy Preservation Proposal

Dear Ms. Ingerson: .

The Newtfon Corner Neighborhood Association strongly supports The Preservation and
Restoration of Farlow and Chaffin Parks Community Preservation Proposal. This proposal will
restore the beauty of the City’s oldest park, which is both a City and a neighborhood gem.

Since the early days of this proposal, diligent efforts have been consistently made to proactively
reach out to all park constituents to gather their input and enhance the proposal’s value. As the
plan has matured and moved forward, the suggestions of CPC and Parks and Recreation
Commission members have been carefully considered and incorporated into refining the

proposal.

In addition {o the primary historic preservation value of this proposal, it also provides significant
cost saving potential to the City. The ability to irrigate the Underwood School playing ficlds
with well water rather than municipal water will quickly accumulate savings.

This proposal presents a logical and financially sound phased approach toward restoring the
grandeur of Farlow and Chaffin Parks. The Newton Corner Neighborhood Association strongly

supports the value of this proposal.

Sincerely,
Thomas Coan

Co-Moderators,
Newton Corner Neighborhood Association

474 Centre Street Newton, MA 02458 847-244-5758 negna@msn.com




Telephone

i (617) 796-1100
City of Newton, Massachusetts e
Office of the Mayor (61':'}}3 796::“3
~Tat

Dcohen@cinewton.ma.t

David B. Cohen

Mavor

December 18, 2006

Atin: Robert Ricci

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02459

Dear Newton Community Preservation Committee:

As I have previously supported the Farlow Park/Chaffin Park Historic
Preservation and Recreation Study, I now wish to give my full support for
Phase I of the Historic Preservation of Farlow and Chaffin Parks. The
current proposal before you represents a strong commitment by the Newton
Parks and Recreation Commission and the Friends of Farlow Park to
pr eserye and restore Newtqn's first public park. If Farlow and Chaffin Parks
are restored and upgraded, it will be a historic and recreational resource for
all Newton residents.

I applaud the efforts of the Friends of Fatrlow Park and the Newton
Parks and Recreation Commission to produce a budget which has been
carefully constructed and is sensitive o the many requests you have before
you. The goal of restoring the rich history of Farlow and Chaffin Parks has
wide neighborhood appeal and this proposal deserves your every
consideration. I hope you will approve this Phase I proposal for the
revitalization of the Parks. The City of Newton cherishes its history and
these Parks represent fine examples of the 19" century and early 20" century
interest in providing our community a place for solace, reflection and
recreation,

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

wWW.cl.newton. ma.us }‘f :

DepicaTeD TO CoMMUNTY EXCELLENCE




I appreciate you time and attention on this matter.

Very truly yours,

T el AR
David B. Cohen
Mayor




36 Billings Park
Newton MA 02458
Qctober 15, 2004

Community Preservation Commlittee

Attn: Ms. Jennifer Goldson, Community Preservation Planner
Planning & Development Department

Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton Cenire MA 02459

l.adies and Gentlemen:

Re: Farlow Park/Chaffin Park Historic. Preservation and
Recreation Study

I am writing to express my strong support for the application of
the Friends of Farlow Park and the Parks and Recreation
Commission to begin the restoration process for one of the City’s
neglected gems, the adjacent Farlow and Chaffin Parks. Those
of us in this area are appreciative of living in a National Historic
District, and we recognize that our parks have undergone
changes over the years that have been incansistent with their
historic importance and location.

As a neighbor for more than three decades, | have witnessed the
under-utilization of these histori¢ open spaces and have had
occasion to lament the absence of the original design focal point,
the bridge and pond that drew our forebears to active recreation
on this site. Restoration of the bridge and.pond will bring
neighbors, visitors, and even small wildlife ﬂockmg back. The
inclusion of the Chafﬁn House (Library) grounds is important to
complement the funds already allocated to the restorat«on of that E :

historic huilding. . -

-

'
i

The plan ta address the project in stages, with $65,500
requested from CPA funds for the assessment and design
phase, is measured and responsible. [ urge your support and
positive recommendation to the Board of Aldermen.

Very truIy yours,

Brools K dypeci

Brooke K. Lipsitt




The Rev. Miriam C. Gelfer
Grace Episcopal Church
76 Eldredge Street
Newton, MA 02458

November 16, 2004

Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newtion, MA 02459

Dear Ms. Goldson,

1 am writing in support of the proposal by the Friends of Farlow Park. Restoring Farlow
Park and Chaffin Park to their original beauty can only enhance all of the buildings
surrounding these parks and the lives of all of us who live and work in Newton Corner.

As the Rector of a historical Church, I can assure you that the lay leadership of our parish
is dedicated to preserving the beauty of its own structures, and that we all recognize the
value that such restoration projects can bring to the entire community.

I strongly urge you to consider the proposal of the Friends of Farlow Park for the
restoration of Farlow Park and Chaffin Park.

The Rev. Miriam C. Gelfer
Rector

Ce: Dr. Keith Jones, Larry Bauer, Harry Rosser, Mary Malagodi




A United Church of Christ

474 Centre Sireet, Newton, Massachusetts 02458
Voice 817 - 244 - 3639 Fax 617 - 244 - 7699

Ms. Jennifer Goldson
Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department .
1000 Commonwealth Avenue ’4”%0“? S. Rl

Newton, MA 02459 Pastor
November 10, 2004 &ggee” Stonist
Dear Ms. Goldson, Director of Christian Education

I am writing to express strong support for the proposed Phase T for Bhrautitde Engelbands

the historic preservation study of Farlow and Chaffin Parks. Interim Music Director

Canly Bakien

As the moderator of the Eliot Church of Newton, I can express the )
Youth Director

support of our church for the preservation of these two important

parks. The benefits of enhancing these historic public places Tt WW- gd cldo
would be many. ‘ Church Administrator

Since its founding in 1845, Eliot Church has occupied the property

on the corner of Centre and Church Street. Farlow Park abuts the

rear of our church property while Chaffin Park is to the side of the

Church. : .

Every week, hundreds of people visit our Church for our Sunday
Services, community meetings, choral rehearsals and recitals and -
other events. Unfortunately, many of them traverse one or two
poorly maintained parks (one with a cement slab at its center) with
few of the amenities found in the1888 photos.

We hope that you will approve this proposal to study the
‘restoration of these parks.

Sincer eky,

ﬁn///éaa/ 64T
- Jolin C. Clark, Jr
Moderator of the Eliot Church of Newton




> Newton Preshyterian Church

Transforming lives by fiving the Truth of Jesus Christ

October 26, 2004

Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA. 02459

Dear Ms. Goldsen,

As Senior Pastor of Newton Presbyterian Church I am writing this letter in
support of the Farlow Park and Chaffin Park preservation and recreation study.
Our church is right across the street from the northeast corner of Farlow Park,
Often our parishioners visit this area after services, particularly if they have
children. A restored park with attractive grounds can only make these grounds
more inviting and serve to provide the entire community a special area for leisure
activities and sport.

Rev. Robert K. Perkins

75 Vernon Street, Newton MA 02458 « Ph: 617 332 92565 « Fax;: 617 332 4124

npc@newtonpres.org « www.newtonpres.org

‘g




UNDERWOOD PARENT~TEACHER ORGANIZATION
WORKING TOGETHER FOR OUR CHILDREN 101 Vernon Street, Newton, MA 02458

October 14, 2004

Ms Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Departent
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newlon, MA 02459

RE: Farlow Park Restoration Project

Dear Ms. Goldson:

At a regular meeting of the Underwood Parent Teacher Organization on October 7, 2004, the proposal
to study the restoration of Farlow Park was discussed. The Underwood School Parent Teacher
Organization unanimously voted to support the study of the restoration of Farlow Park, We are

excited about this project. The bridge, in particular, is in need of restoranon We are glad to support
: the restoration of the park in any way we can, ‘

Please let me know if you have any questions. e

Ve truly\yo

Nathan Gibson
Co-President




Presbyterian Church Nursery School

© - 75 Vernon Street Newfon MA 02458
phone 617.332.9255x1 fax 617.332.4124 email nurseryschoo!@newionpres.org

October 13, 2004

Ms. Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02460

Dear Ms. Goldson,

This letter is written in strong support of the proposed Phase 1 for the historic
preservation study of Farlow and Chaffin Parks.

As Director of the Presbyterian Church Nursery School (75 Vernon Street), a
clean, safe, historic park could provide endless opportunities for the children
and their families to explore and learn. The benefits would be long-lasting! .

Asa35 -year member of the Newton Presbyterian”Church (75 Vernon Street),
I can envision many uses for the parks for our church membexs as we]l as for .

the other 3 nelghbonng churches.

Thank you very much. I wish you well as you thoughtfully make you:r
decisions for the present and future of Newton.

Yours fruly, -
(e Haelay-

Amn MacKay, Director




Parkside Pre-School
474 Centre Street
Newton, MA 02458
617-965-7867

Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02459

Dear Ms. Goldson,

As the Directors of Parkside Pre-School, located at the Eliot Church, and
interested members of the neighborhood, we would like to add our support to the
nany “Friends of Farlow Park™ in their effort to enhance and beautify the park. It is
a valuable resource of pleasure and enj oyment for many and should be restored and

maintained.

Gretchen Hunt
Sharon Cronin - _
Directors, Parkside Pre-School




City of Newton N€WtQﬂ Ff€€ Libral'y =

Kathy Glick-Weil, Library Director O g
3
330 Homer Street z D
Newton, Massachusetts (02459
Telephone: (617) 796-1360 / FAX: (617) 965-8457
David B. Cohen WWW.CLNCW{On, M. uS
Mayor

November 10, 2004

Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02459

Deur Jennifer,

I am pleased to write a letter of support for CPA funding of a study Jeading to the
possible restoration of Farlow Park and Chaffin Park. ! am particularly in favor of a
study, as it should clarify for all involved not only what is involved to restore the Parks,
but also the requirements for on-going maintenance to insure that any restored
landscaping maintains its health and beauty. The Newton Corner Branch Library site
would certainly benefit from attractive, well maintained landscaping and seating areas.

Sincerely, |

by i L

Kathy Glick-Weil

43\7'15%




October 20, 2004 %v ANS f' AR K
AT NEWTON CORNER
A Benchmark Serlor tiving Community

Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02459

RE: Farlow Park Restoration Project

Dear Ms. Goldson,

I am writing this letter on behalf of Evans Park at Newton Corner and Benchmark
Assisted Living Communities in full support of the application of the Friends of Farlow
Park and the Parks and Recreation Commission to begin the restoration process for this

landmark park.

Being an assisted living community that has existed in the neighborhood for more than
‘ten years many, if not most, of our residents are long-standing residents of Newton. Asa
matter of fact, an historic picture of Farlow Park hangs over the fireplace in our lobby.

_Qur residents remember the pond, Adirondack style bridge, bandstand and gazeboand = .

frequently reminisce about theii fond memoties of visits with their families in the
summer and winter months.

We at Benchmark are thrilled about the idéa of restoring the Park to its original beauty
and appland the decision to go forward with this important project.

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance in your decision process.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

/Isk

430 Centre Street - Newifon, MA 02458 . 17-965-9400 . fax 617-965-9440

www.benchmarkquality.corn



Board of Aldermen _ _ _
2004-2005 : -City of Newton

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA (12459

Chairman Doug Dickson

Cornmunity Preservation Commission
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, Massachusetts 02459

MNovember 8, 2004

Dear Chairman Dickson:

| atn writing in support of the Farlow Park/Chaffin Park Historic Preservation and Recreation Study. {am
pleased that this project is taking a very thoughtful and planful approach to the preservation and restoration of
this historic area of the City by first completing a design phase and having a restoration phase that follows. The
results of Phase | will allow the Parks and Recreation Commission working with the Newton Corner residents to
create a plan for the future of this area.

!3 recent years, there has been a-great deal of effort by the neighbors of this park to preserve their
nelghborhood. It is only fitting that the work o preserve and restore the historic integrity of Farlow Park which is
on the National Register of Historic Places and the beauty of Chaffin Park take place take place.

By preserving and restoring these parks the City will be able to celebrate its history while at the same time
demoenstrating the value it places on shared community space which provides places for rest and relaxation for
its citizens — even in one of the buslest areas of the City.

| join the Newton Corner residents who support this project and urge that you do so as well.
Sincerely,
-
arcla T. Johnson
Alderman-at-Large, Ward 2




October 22, 2004

Jennifer Goldson

Community Preservation Planner

Newton Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02459

Dear Ms. Goldson;

As a resident of Newton since 1985, and a homeowner in Newton Corner for over fifteen
years, [ am thrilled to know that the City of Newton is taking the restoration of Farlow
and Chaffin Parks under serious consideration. I have always loved living in Newton
Corner due to the great location, and having the park immediately across the street has
always been a great bonus! T am excited to learn thai the restoration of this park(s) isin
the works. Not only do I fully support the restoration of Farlow Park, but I am also

hé.ppy to advocate for this project in whatever ways I capable.

Thank you,

a5 Fie

/c/c: Keith Jones, Friends of Farlow Park

120 CHURCH STREET, ##3
NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS (2458-2004
JSTERMAN@RCN.COM _
9 617.795.2801 £ 617.663.6005




I support the Friends of Farlow Park proposal to the Community Preservation
Committee for the restoration of Farlow Park and Chaffin Park.
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I support the Friends of Fatlow Park proposal to the Community Preservation
Committee for the restoration of Farlow Park and Chaffin Park.

Telephone Number . Date

Name Address
a7 92473343 JOAP-o4

MIM 104 Uenom - .
il Sl 7ot Gz 7720 1007 oy
(\\\\"\1\% W Basaey Ql iy b o7 L [p\ ‘_"L’o\,x

Lisa GQoldhnger 20 Wakrslm 61119517
5 2. i
G(bdéj 19 MNerw~ ST {1 Us - o4 ,0/7/1_7‘

A |
wa Ly M‘J“”l U6 Cenle S G17-SAT7 4514 T /7 oY
i Guge! Oy Gootes ST 61T 795 0319 16 . 0t
Ednic. mistmoos B4 Chud. 607 573 HPo lo. 7.0,
Rosia Kramer (1 uhver(nﬂﬂw, Gl ADASYS  10-9 04
Dowich Kreumer 1 ! 4
>‘”]mwi Lhacash

gt /

fimm ST 61741471959 - 10-9-07
& Vernlosp Gr7-Yeg -76%7 /cw/@/

(69 fanelc el 6od e (j/(%/ty@

£
L




I support the Friends of Farlow Park proposal to the Community Preservation
Committee for the restoration of Farlow Park and Chaffin Park.
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