


132 Church St. 
Newton MA 02458 
September 29, 2013 

Alice E. Ingerson, Community Preservation Program Manager 
City ofNewton Planning Dept. 
1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton MA 02459 

Dem Ms. Ingerson, 

We are writing to express our strong support for a pre-proposal currently before your committee, 
the Farlow Park Pond tmd Bddge Restoration Project. We have lived directly across the sh·eet 
from Farlow Park since 1987 and, like so many of our neighbors and others who come from 
further away, use it regularly. The pond and bridge restoration would return the park to its former 
glory and greatly enhance the beauty and historic significance of this centerpiece ofNewton 
Corner. 

We hope 1he CPC will decide to move ahead with 1his project. 

Thank you. 

Yours tndy, 

Elsbeth Reisen 

cc: Keith Jones, Friends of Farlow Park 



Alice Ingerson 

Akvtcia !iifton ~on 
39 f1Jemi6 Stuet 

.NwUmJ Atm6adiu6etl6 02460 
617 ~965~4920 

Community Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton Planning &Development Department 
1 000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton MA 02459 

Dear Alice, 

I am so pleased to see that the Parks & Recreation Department is partnering with 
Friends of Farlow Park to restore the park. As I understand it the designer of this 
park also designed Boston's Public Garden. I think that we can all agree that 
one of the best places to visit is the Public Garden. With the restoration of 
Farlow Park, we have an opportunity to have a "best'' place to visit right here in 
Newton. 

I believe that by restoring the reflecting pond and bridge will enhance the park 
and its surrounding neighborhood. It will give the children at the Underwood 
School and Eliot Church a means to increase their appreciation for history and 
nature. 

As I see it, it can only enhance the quality of life for all .... there is no down-side! 

Sincerely, 

Marcia Johnson 



November 12, 2013 

Stephen M. Linsky 

9 Simpson Terrace 
Newton, Massachusetts 02460 

Voice: 617.906.5404 
Efax: 617.663.6650 

Email: smlin~ky@rcn.c9m 

Newton Community Preservation · 

I write to convey my strong support for the project proposed by the Friends of Farlow Park. 

Farlow Park is one of the most beautiful parks in the city and one of the very few that preserves 
the flavor of Newton life in the late nineteenth century. 

I rec(!llwhen this project was first proposed during my tenure as Chair of the Committee on 
Community Preservation. It was a solid proposal then. But the time and effort expended over the 
past seven years has made this a truly outstanding proposal. 

The strength of the proposal lies in its dual mission. Not only would the park regain its passive 
recreational use and beauty. It would also regain its place as a truly historical site through a 
restoration of its original features which reveal the kinds of design elements that are typically 
seen only in some of the world's finest urban parks. 

I very much appreciate your kind consideration of this wonderful and well conceived proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen M. Linsky 



Board of Aldermen 
2012-2013 City of Newton 

Leslie Burg, Chair 
Community Preservation Committee 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Ave 
Newton, MA 02459 

September 9, 2013 

Re: Restoration of Farlow Park Pond and Bridge 

Dear Ms. Burg: 

I am writing to urge the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) to recommend the expenditure 
of Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding for the Restoration of Farlow Park Pond and Bridge. 

Parks & Recreation and The Friends of Farlow Park are applying for $565,779 for historic 
preservation purposes in order to restore the naturalistic pond and Adirondack style bridge at Farlow Parl<. 
in Newton Comer. The original design by Boston architect George Frederick Meacham, who also 
designed churches, houses and community buildings in Newton, was reminiscent of his most famous work, 
the Boston Public Gardens in the Back Bay. The Friends of Farlow Paik 'is a group of Newton Comer 
residents that formed in 2004, and have worked long and hard for seven years to complete this project. 
They have prepared a thorough proposal that carefully considers construction, operating and maintenance 
costs, and have committed to forming a citizen's group to perform regular, ongoing maintenance. 

· · . The requested CPA funding would· be well spent. To date, the CPC has spent $92,000 for a 2006 
landscape restoration report that includes feasibility studies for the bridge and the pond, the digging of an 
on-site well, a pond safety study, and design and construction documents for restoration of the pond's 
concrete basin and an irrigation system for the playground. When complete, this project will save the City 
$4,000. a year, as the irrigation water source will be switched from the adjacent Underwood School to that 
of Farlow Park's new well. The use of CPA funds for this purpose is entirely appropriate and consistent 
with the CPA, as well as Newton's Comprehensive Plan and Open Space Plan. Farlow Park is Newton's 
first public park, was designated on the National Historic Register as the focal point of the Newton Corner 
Historic District, and easily satisfies the CPA definition of a historic preservation project. This historic 
park is an invaluable asset to Newton Corner and the entire community, and ought to be restored to its 
former grandeur and elegance. Farlow Park is one of the main reasons Newton is k.t)own as "The Garden 
City," and the restored bridge and pond could be used by all for.both active and passive recreation. 

This historic preservation project is highly worthy of CPA funding, and I strongly urge the 
members of the Co1lltl)ittee to recommend this project to the Board ·of Aldermen for approvaL 
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ahan, Alderman-at-Large, Warcf3 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue • NeWton, 02459 
617-796-1210 www.ci.newton. a.us/aldermen 



jANET] . STERMAN 

August 31, 2013 

Alice E. Ingerson, Community Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton, Planning Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Ms. Ingerson: 

I wanted to reaffirm my commitment and endorsement on the Farlow Park Pond and Bridge Restoration project 
that is once again before Newton's Community Preservation Committee by the Friends of Farlow Park. 

For the last 25 years, I have lived directly across the street from this park and in recent years visit it almost daily. 
Once known as Newton Common, Farlow Park is frequented by adults and children year-round, due to the 
proximity to several churches, public transportation, and a busy hotel. There is no doubt in my mind this project is 
a great investment into one of Newton's great historic resources and likely one of the loveliest urban parks in 
Newton. 

As in my letter to this office in 2004, I stand by my commitment to this project and the Friends of Farlow Park. 

Sincerely, 

cc:Keith Jones 
Friends of Farlow Park 

120 CHUR.CH STR.EET 

NEWTO N, MASSACHUSETTS 02458 

.tistennan@gmail.com 

617.329.1360 PHONE 888.771.0485 FAX 



Alice E. Ingerson 
Community Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton, Planning Department 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Ms. Ingerson, 

9/10/13 

I am writing with my renewed and strong support of the CPC proposal for 
the historic renovation ofNewton Comer's Farlow Park. 

In October of2004, Keith Jones and the Friends ofFarlow Park (I was-- and 
still am a member) sent our first proposal to the CPC on this project. Many 
of us at that time sent letters in support of the plan. Since then, it has been 
determined that there is an underground water source for the pond and that 
the culTent basin is reusable. The water will also be a sow·ce of savings to 
the City of Newton, since it will supply the sprinkler system at the 
Underwood School playground. 

Back in '04 I was the president of the Underwood PTO and am now a 
special education aide at the school. You will see in your file that all the 
local schools support the project. 

On September 12,2013 Keith and the Friends of Farlow Park will go before 
you and the committee tore-pitch our project. I fully endorse this new push 
toward acceptance and ask for your support. Thank you. 

~·gt 
Andy Gluck 
19 Merton St. 
Newton Comer, MA 02458 
617-965-4097 
gluckers@aol.com 



Russel Feldman 
85 Langley Road 

Newton, MA 02459 
 
 
September 8, 2013 
 
 
Alice Ingerson 
Community Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton Planning & Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Ave.  
Newton, MA 02459 
 
RE: Restoration of Farlow Park Pond and Bridge, Newton Corner 
 
 
Dear Alice, 
 
I’m writing this letter in support of the application to the Community Preservation Program by 
the Friends of Farlow Park for funding of the restoration of the Park’s historic pond and bridge. 
 
As you may recall, I was the city-appointed architect for the exterior of the Newton Corner 
Branch Library, which received Community Preservation Program funds.  This work then drew 
my volunteer effort in the relocation of the gazebo from the grounds of The Jackson Homestead 
and restoration by city staff and the preservation carpentry program of the North Bennet Street 
School.  The success of that project received the recognition of a Newton Preservation Award. 
 
Farlow Park is an integral element in Newton Corner’s public open space, enjoyed by those 
coming to the Newton Corner Branch Library and the Underwood School as well as 
neighborhood residents and visitors to the city.  Restoring the Park to an updated version of 
George Frederic Meacham’s original design would build on the Community Preservation 
Program’s previous success and would strengthen Newton’s reputation as The Garden City. 
 
I have a high regard for the members of the Friends of Farlow Park and am confident that, with 
your and other city staff support, they will be able to implement the project as proposed.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 



Community Preservation Committee 
c/o Ms. Alice Ingerson 
Community Preservation Program Manger 
Newton Planning & Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

54 Kirkstall Road 
Newtonville MA 02460 
September 9 , 2013 

Re: Restoration of Farlow Park Pond and Bridge 

I am writing to express my support for the application to provide CPA funds for the 
restoration of the Farlow Park Pond and Bridge. This effort has been underway for more 
than a decade in recognition of the historic significance of Newton's first public park and 
to restore its faded beauty. 

I found in my files a letter I wrote to your predecessor committee in the 2004 effort to 
launch this project with CPA assistance. Since that time, I have left Newton Corner and 
moved to Newtonville, but from time to time I still find myself wandering through Farlow 
Park, admiring its trees and enjoying the cool respite they offer on a hot summer day. 
How much more pleasing it would be to be able to admire a cool pond from a restored 
bridge; how nice, even, to watch children skate there on a winter's afternoon. 

It is my understanding that the water system for the pond will also provide irrigation at 
the abutting Underwood School, providing a financial as well as physical benefit to the City 
and its citizens. 

Please recommend this project for funding by the Board of Aldermen, and help restore 
this attractive site for the benefit of all the citizens of Newton. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
' . 

~ubx~J~-tl 
Brooke K. Lipsi:;r-· 



From: "Greer Swiston" <greerhomes@gmail.com>
To: aingerson@newtonma.gov
Cc: cschein@newtonma.gov, "DeRubeis Bob" <bderubeis@newtonma.gov>
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2013 8:53:48 AM
Subject: Restoration of Farlow Park Pond and Bridge

Dear Alice,

I understand that the CPC will be reviewing the proposal from the Friends of Farlow Park for the restoration
of the Farlow Park Pond and Bridge. I am writing to strong support this project.

This neighborhood and community has shown incredible patience, diligence and commitment to the love
and care of this park, one of the very few Open Spaces that remains truly accessible by the community at
large in this area of Newton.

Besides looking for projects that meet the objectives of the CPA, I know the CPC wants to see proof and
evidence of enduring community support and commitment to preserve and maintain the continued effects
of the project after the initial seed of CPA money ... and I can only hope the CPC can see it here in this
community as demonstrated by the strong and dedicated attention to this project over the years since it’s
initial conception (which has been nearly 10 years in my having heard about it). This is a dedicated and
committed group. With so much history and it’s central location in this neighborhood, this park would be
an amazing community resource. It seems precisely why we have the CPA funds. I hope the CPC would
agree and approve this request.

Thank you and the CPC for your careful consideration.

Sincerely,

Greer Tan Swiston
West Newton

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that most
email is public record and therefore cannot be kept confidential.



September 9, 2013 

Beverly & Thomas Droz 
35 Islington Rd. 

Newton, MA 02466 
Phone: 617-527-1916 

Email : bevdroz@comcast.net 

Alice E. Ingerson, Coinmunity Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton, Planning Department 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Ms. Ingerson: 

I am writing to reaffirm my commitment and endorsement on the Farlow Park Pond and Bridge 
Restoration project that is once again before Newton's Community Preservation Committee by 
the Friends of Farlow Park. 

Farlow Park was the City ofNewton's first park and only City park known to be associated with 
prominent 19th century architect George Frederick Meacham, designer of the Boston Public 
Gardens. Completed in 1888 on land donated by philanthropist John Farlow, this was the first 
space in the City ofNewton purely designed for the recreation and enjoyment of the surrounding 
residential neighborhood. Farlow Park is ·a unique neighborhood landscape which has retained its 
historic setting, layout and use. Restoration of this park, pond and bridge will make a significant 
impact on Newton's historic and open space resources. 

Currently, Farlow Park is a popular location- frequented by adults and children year-round, due 
to the proximity to several chW'ches, public transportation, and the nearby hotel. This project is a 
great investment into one of Newton's great historic resources and likely one of the loveliest 
urban parks in Newton. 

In October o£2004, Keith Jones and the Friends of Farlow Park sent their :first proposal to the 
CPC on this project. Many of us at that time sent letters in suppott of the proposal. Since then, it 
has been successfully determined there is an underground water source for the pond and that the 
current pond basin is reusable. (I understand that the water. source found for filling the pond will 
also be a source of savings to the City of Newton money for water supply to the sprinkler system 
at the Underwood School basebaWsoftball field.) 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support. 

Sincerely yours, 



Dear Ms. Ingerson: September 20,2013 

I am writing a letter of support for the Farlow Park Pond 
and Bridge Restoration project. I visit this park almost daily 
and it has been an integral part of our family's life for the 
past 20 years. I would love to see the park brought back to 
its former glory. 

I stand by my commitment to this project and the Friends 
of Farlow Park. 

Sincerely , 

~~~~~L 
Katherine Nimkin 
93 Eldredge St 
Newton 

Cc:Keith Jones 
Friends of Farlow Park 



September 12, 2013 

Alice E. Ingerson, Community Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton, Planning Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 
Dear Ms. Ingerson: 

I am writing to reaffirm my support for the Farlow Park Pond and Bridge Restoration project.  I understand 
that the project is back before the Newton's Community Preservation Committee and a meeting on the 
matter is scheduled for tonight, September 12, 2013.  Unfortunately, I will be unable to attend so would 
appreciate including my endorsement for the project into the record. 

I joined other fellow Friends of Farlow Park several years ago in support of this endeavor when my children 
were starting school at Underwood Elementary School.  They are now attending Newton North.  I believed 
then and do so now more than ever, the importance of pond and bridge restoration for the enjoyment and 
betterment of the neighborhood and the City as a whole.  I ride past both Farlow and the Boston Public 
Garden (another G. Meachum design) every day and appreciate the importance of such historic open 
space in the fast changing world.   

Please reconsider the merits of this proposal and thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

Jerome Grafe 
21 Oakland Street, Newton 

cc:Keith Jones 
Friends of Farlow Park



September 9, 2013 

Dear Newton Community Preservation Committee: 

I am writing to you today to confirm my strong support for the proposal from the Friends of 

Farlow Park seeking funds to restore and improve the historically significant pond and bridge at 

Farlow Park in Newton Corner. I am a 40 year resident of Newton Corner having lived first on 

Charlesbank Road and now on Park Street. I am a former co-moderator the Newton Corner 

Neighborhood Association and I am the current chairman of the Newton Corner Advisory 

Committee. The latter is a committee of neighborhood residents who makes recommendations 

as to how to distribute federal HUD funds in our community. It is noteworthy that this 

committee of neighborhood residents has voted 6 times to help fund this project. Once again 

we have made a sizable donation to this project given that we too wish to stretch our funds as 

widely as possible to various deserving projects. 

Many individuals in Newton Corner feel as though the blight of the "circle of death" thrust upon 

our neighborhood at the time ofthe construction ofthe turnpike and the little regard city 

officials have had for addressing this and other local issues makes it appear we are undervalued 

as a community. Lest it be forgotten, the City of Newton began here, and once was the very 

hub of commercial, residential, and recreation activity. Farlow Park was the Newton's first 

public park. Like Boston Public Gardens, which shares a similar design by the exact same 

architect, George Frederick Meacham, it was once a focal point for the entire city. I urge you to 

support this worthy project and restore this neglected treasure of a park. By doing so you will 

not only bring back an important piece of Newton's history but also will provide an indication to 

the neighborhood, that indeed the City of Newton appreciates and respects our community. 

Do not hesitate to call me if you desire additional information. 

Richard Belkin 

Chairman, Newton Corner Advisory Committee 

617-244-5759 



allancicconejr@comcast.net November 19, 20"i3 2:42PM 
To: "Keith Jones\"aingerson" <keith.mjones@verizon.net> 
Cc: Allan L Ciccone <allancicconejr@comcast.net> 
Re: support letter 

Hi Alice and Keith, 

I apologize for not being able to get this to you before friday but I 
was on the road coming back from Chicago and did not have my 
computer with me. I don't know why my letter earlier didn't make it 
but I will send this to both of you. 

Hi Alice, . 

I am writing to you about the project Keith Jones is working on with 
Parks and Rec which includes restoring the pond and bridge at 
Farlow Park. This project which Keith and his team have been 
working very hard to put together is the perfect opportunity for folks 
to enjoy another piece of this valuable park. Because of the costs 
involved Keith and the group are looking for funding to make this 
project a reality. Folks of all ages enjoy Farlow Park and personally 
I think this is a perfect opportunity for the city to join forces with this 
group to work together and get this project funded. I am a strong 
supporter of this project and again wish to voice support in funding 
this opportunity. If I can help in anyway possible please contact me 
anytime. 

All my best, 

Jay 

Allan L. Ciccone Jr 
Chairman, Public Safety 

i 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE "FRIENDS OFF ARLOW PARK" EFFORTS 
TO RESTORE, BEAUTIFY AND MAKE USABLE THE 

RESOURCES OF HlSTORIC FARLOW PARK 

I submit this writing in support of the restoration project of the pond in Farlow Park 
advanced and supported by the Friends of Farlow Park ("Friends") since 2004. I also 
feel a rebuttal is necessary to any objections to the project I am informed may be 
advanced once again by some individuals, not because they are without merit but 
primarily because they have all been repeatedly offered and considered in the past nine 
years this project has been in existence. 

First, I offer some personal background and, second, my rebuttal to the some expected 
objections that may again be presented. 

I am an immediate abutter of Farlow Park and have been now for over 60 years, first as 
a young visitor to my house since 194 7 when it was owned by my grandparents, later as 
a tenant just after returning from military service in Korea in 1954, and then as its 
owner since 1960. My wife, Carol, and I settled in our home in 1960. We raised four 
great children, now all adults and married and with their own children. I had an early 
interest in the history of Farlow Park while my own children were growing up and 
always felt the "empty pond area" was such a waste of the park's resource. I always 
wanted my children to be able to enjoy a renewed pond, not only for its aesthetic 
appearance but, in pruticular, for the winter ice skating opportunity I saw it used in my 
earlier years in the neighborhood. I thought skating would be a beneficial and safe asset 
that could be enjoyed not only by my own children but their friends and neighborhood 
children as well. At some point in time the ice skating ceased to take place. In later 
years there was a time when I felt if a modest voluntary donation of money would at 
least get the vacant pond area flooded once again for ice skating use, I was prepared to 
commit personal funds for such an effort. Early inquiries with city departments 
concerning my gesture were fruitless since I learned there were too many procedural 
obstacles to overcome apart from just my offer of some dollars. 

Even when it became too late for use by own children, I cared enough for the park's 
future use by other of our city's children, that when I learned a voluntary group of 
interested citizens named the Friends of Farlow Park was being fmmed for the purposes 
I had long envisioned, I quickly associated myself with them. Under the tireless 
leadership of my neighbor Keith Jones over the past nine years or so, the unwavering 
mission of the group has persevered throughout that time until now. 



The above background may help to understand my comments below not merely as a 
proponent for the project but as an opponent to many old objections to the project that 
may be resun-ected anew, which has caused my sufficient disappointment as to evoke 
the need for their further response. In this latter context, consideration must be given to 
the fact that the restoration project has already received numerous approvals from of our 
city's committees and departments at different phases of the administrative process and, 
of even of greater importance, that some of those approvals have resulted in large sums 
of money being approved and granted by some of those committees and have already 
been expended for early phases of the project. 

It has now been over an unbelievable nine years the Friends of Farlow Park have 
selflessly devoted countless hours and days during that time to achieve a most 
commendable goal, the restoration of one of Newton's historic parks. The Friends, 
each with vatying skills and professional backgrounds, have contributed not only their 
individual expertise but have contacted and consulted with numerous experts 
concerning all areas of the proposed plan, from the topographic feasibility of the pond 
construction itself, access to available natural water source, accessibility issues for 
handicapped to use the bridge over the pond, to various related issues such as, related 
annual maintenance costs, determinations of each city department's responsibility for its 
upkeep, its potential attraction to pesky Canadian geese littering the area, and 
particularly, safety concerns for small children. The latter was always of special 
concern because of the proposed pond's immediate proximity to an elementary school. 
Each of these concerns, and many others, were fully and exhaustively considered and 
were satisfactorily answered on repeated occasions, not just by the Friends of Farlow 
Park but by the interested local school's PTA, nearby church groups, and local 
businesses. 

Over the past nine years of my involvement with the Friends it seems that with each 
succeeding year new voices were heard, not raising new objections or legal issues for 
consideration but repeating the many old objections. One may rightfully ask if these 
new objectors were present in our neighborhood before, why they failed to raise their 
objections years or many months earlier. Fmther, even if any objectors are new to the 
area, it is also proper to question why they should have the right to undo what has 
previously taken place in an orderly and lawful manner with the obtaining of city 
approvals during the previous nine years. Finally, if any objectors have previously 
raised the same objections in the past, why they persist in re-raising them again at each 
new opportunity after being aware that all of them have been considered in the past. 
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Even after various objections to the restoration project were raised before, each was 
carefully considered by appropriate committees and relevant city departments, phase 
approvals granted for the project, and large sums of monies, exceeding $50,000, were 
approved and have already been expended for this project. If old objections are allowed 
to be given serious renewed consideration it would clearly undermine, if not invalidate, 
all previous lawful actions of involved committees and city departments. That cannot 
be a justifiable result. 

Any new objection that might still be raised, practical or legal, would of course be a 
legitimate matter for consideration. But to allow the same old objections to be raised 
once again after all the years of the project's existence, even if offered by well meaning 
objectors who may not be familiar with the nine-year history of the project, I suggest is 
not only unfair but possibly legally improper. It also not only disrespects all the work 
and energy of the Friends for so many years, but also seeks to refute the work and 
approvals of the many city committees and depmtments involved in the project. For 
these reasons and comments below, I submit any relevant city group or authority that is 
asked to consider old objections, has the right, if not the duty, to disregard them outright 
especially those more familiar ones I specifically address in rebuttal below. 

Repetitive objections, although likely advanced by well meaning individuals, either fail 
to realize they have all been proffered and addressed in years past, or simply choose to 
ignore that fact and persist in their reintroduction at every opportunity, and sadly in my 
view, only to see if they can stubbornly stymie the restoration project to satisfy their 
own personal agendas. These same individuals seem to ignore the fact that the project 
is being sponsored by an equally concerned group of diverse and responsible citizens, 
with families and children, some who may have had the same concerns of the objectors. 
But they long ago resolved and answered all the old objections, not only for themselves, 
but for the various committees and departments that also had to consider them. The 
Friends of Farlow Park feel it inappropriate and unnecessary to have old objections 
repeated once more. They have sincerely believed throughout the past nine years of 
dedicated commitment to the project they have acted responsibly for a worthy cause and 
their efforts were for the greater common benefit of our community. 

REBUTTAL COMMENTS TO RENEWAL OF OLD OBJECTIONS 

In addition to the foregoing comments couttesy suggests that an attempt at least be 
made to provide a more detailed respon·se to some expected renewals of old objections, 
which I address below in seriatim fashion. 
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Harmful Bacteria: That issue is an non-issue. Why deprive the entire community of 
citizens and children because of a few dogs, whose masters fail to follow the "pick-up
the- poop" rule. Why should dogs have a priority of the park's use over that of its 
citizens and children. Better yet, why not just ban dogs from the park altogether, at 
least for the non poop-picker-up group. The carelessness of some pet owners should 
not deter the parks use by the larger community. 

Danger to Toddlers: As one objector has noted, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission has stated that a child could drown in one inch of water, but that was water 
in the child's home, and was referencing a bathtub or a bucket of water relating mostly 
to infants, and then most likely because the parent was inattentive. To intelligently 
argue the "one inch" criteria as an objection outside the home would also suggest we 
would have to keep children away even from all rain puddles that form in our streets on 
a frequent basis. This objection would appear to suggest that we drain every public 
pond in our city, including the one adjacent to our City Hall. There is obvious potential 
danger to toddlers whenever they leave the confines of their homes, including in their 
own backyards, parking lots, private pools, street traffic, etc. At some point, however, 
each parent or custodian must assume his/her child's safety when in an outdoor 
environment. 

Supervision of Pond and Park: A public park outdoors is not a child care center 
requiring anyone else's supervision, or that of the city fathers, but only that of the child's 
parents or custodians. As to the cost factor, that issue been addressed many times 
before and quite successfully so that large sums of monies have already been granted 
and expended for the park restoration project, making it appear that the authors of this 
complaint have no awareness of that fact, or of the fact that special monies are 
specifically designated and granted for just this type of a project as to not cause any 
increase tax burden to the community. 

Proposed Additional Fencing: This objection only assumes a fence was to be 
required as part of the restoration project and essentially hints again at the toddle safety 
issue. To my knowledge the plan never required a fencing to begin with so no added 
unsightliness will occur, assuming even that a fence would necessarily be unsightly. 
As to the potential safety issue, once again can anyone validly argue again.st the fact 
that parents or custodians always have as their primary responsibility to watch and care 
for their small children when in public places. Such potential dangers are always 
present in every traffic area, shopping parking lot, buildings with escalators, beaches, 
etc., each demanding a grown up to care for their child's safety. 
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Traffic and Parking: The only existing parking problem I have noticed in the past 60 
odd years or so in my neighborhood, is when non-area residents park their cars around 
Farlow Park and then take public transportation into Boston or elsewhere allowing them 
to remain there all day. That will not change with or without the park's restoration 
project. The traffic and parking issue certainly require attention for many reasons but 
not at the expense of denying efforts for the park's restoration. And should the time 
come that cars are parked there to enjoy the park, with or without the pond, they should 
be welcomed. 

Many of the cited complaints above appear to clearly focus as its central theme child 
safety concerns. Any reasonable objection, especially those regarding safety issues, are 
properly made. However, after all the board meetings that have taken place with a 
multitude of approvals at each step of the process, I feel it is abundantly fair to ask if all 
of these same objections, including child safety, that have already been raised and 
repeatedly addressed over so many months and years in the past, why they should now 
be given any greater efficacy today than before. 

For all the foregoing reasons, renewal of old objections should not be considered. To 
allow their consideration at this late stage would have the effect of nullifying all 
previous lawful decisions and actions of all city committees and departments that 
approved each phase of the restoration project to date. 

Lastly, in a legal forum, once facts are presented, issues argued and considered, 
decisions made, and approvals granted in support of a patticular project, by authorized 
governmental bodies, with funds already having been duly appropriated and expended, 
objectors to that activity are not entitled to get a second, third, ore more, bites of the 
proverbial apple unless they can cite some violation of a law, rule or regulation, that 
occurred during that process, or that some fundamental individual rights may have been 
violated. I submit that none exist in the case of the restoration project sponsored by the 
Friends of Farlow Park. 

Kamig Boyajian 
34 Eldredge Street 
Newton, MA 02458 
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February 13, 2014 
 
Alice Ingerson 
Community Preservation Program Manager 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Ave 
Newton, MA 02459 
 
Dear Alice: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Historic Newton in support of a proposal before the CPC for 
the restoration and rehabilitation of Farlow Park and adjacent Claflin Park in Newton 
Corner, submitted by the Friends of Farlow Park. At its last meeting on January 16, 2014 
the Executive Committee of Historic Newton voted on behalf of our organization to 
support to this worthy project.   
 
As past recipients of Community Preservation funds we are acutely aware of the 
importance of such funding not just in its own right, but also as a validation of the 
project, which is central to attracting donations from the community.   
 
The Farlow Park project will enhance, beautify and restore one of the gems of the City’s 
park system.  Being less than a mile from the CPC funded Durant-Kenrick House and 
Grounds, the project adds to the historic character and beauty of one the oldest parts of 
Newton.  
 
As stewards of the historic fabric of our city we hope that the CPC will look favorably on 
this worthy project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Carl M. Cohen 
President 
Historic Newton 
 
cc. Keith Jones, Friends of Farlow Park 



    From:  Maureen O'Hare Mercer <senseables@gmail.com> 
    Subject:  CPC letter ( please forward ) in support of Farlow Park proposal 
    Date:  March 9, 2014 at 7:16:20 PM EDT 
    To:   Keith Jones <keith.mjones@verizon.net> 
 
    Dear Alice and CPC Members, 

    Allow me to introduce myself , 

    I am a 32 year resident of the Hunnewell Hills neighborhood in Newton corner and the former 
chairperson of the Underwood Playground & Beautification Committee. I had all three of my children 
attend Underwood in the 1990's .    

    Way back then, we started the outdoor classroom and salvaged the stones from the Old Library to 
preserve the capstone of Newton Corner. We were able to attract a former Underwood student ( then  a 
grown man ) who  did the stone carvings on Vernon Street as his legacy to the school project of the early 
90's. 

    It was the intention of that committee and the parents of that generation to complete our restoration 
vision by beginning the " Bring Back  the Bridge" sentiment . From those many volunteer years grew " 
The Friends of Farlow Park ". It has been a long and arduous volunteer time waiting for  all parties to be 
aligned under the idea that the bridge should be an architecturally significant restoration and not a 
"chain link eyesore " on such an esteemed piece of Newton green space. The longstanding childhood 
neighbors remember ice skating at Farlow as children and hope to see their grandchildren enjoy this 
transformative aspect of the park .The MacGillvray family of Maple  Terrace was my original source for 
that anecdote, although there are others ! 

    My professional background is twofold, 

    I am the Principal Owner of a design firm which specializes in architectural finishes including 
repurposing period pieces onto structures as well as a niche business of consulting on  historic colors. I 
have done consulting all over the city on various residential facades as well as commercial properties. I 
designed the sign at the now multipurpose Church ( formerly the Greek Orthodox Church ) on Center 
Street as well as consulting on  interior work at the Presbyterian Church . 

    I know many of these abutting churches enjoy picnics in Farlow Park and would be thrilled to see this 
project come to fruition .  My other professionally relevant work is in  fundraising . While being a Board 
Member at these various entities I have chaired auctions at Underwood ,  the YMCA and the Fessenden 
School raising over a million dollars in my lifetime for  building projects which benefited the children of 
Newton . Lastly , I have been teaching Learning by Design at the Cabot School for over five years .  I 
know those parents to be extremely excited about having such an attractive feature in their own back 
yards . 

    My greatest hope is that this generation of Cabot and Underwood parents will see it realized for their 
youngsters to enjoy before they go off into the world as mine now have . 

    Respectfully submitted, 
    Maureen O'Hare Mercer 
    173 Oakleigh Road 
    Newton , MA.02458 
    617-285-8525 
 



Note: This petition did not
include a request for
permission to publish
email addresses or phone
numbers. CPC staff have
therefore redacted this
information on all copies
of the petition posted
online or distributed
electronically.



I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation system will be 
fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to th~ Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the prop9sal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation system will be 
fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (t.~e new irrigation system will be 
fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation system will be 
fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation system will be 
fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation system will be 
fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation system will be 
fed by well water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to Farlow 
Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation system will be 
fed by w~ll water and save the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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I support the proposal to the Community Preservation Committee to bring back the historic pond and bridge to 
Farlow Park and the construction of a new irrigation system for the Underwood School Playground (the new irrigation 
system will be fed by well water and save_the School Department approximately $4000 a year in water costs). 
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