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Our GoalOur Goal

 To document every historic building To document every historic building 
in Newton built before 1840in Newton built before 1840

Complete 140 additional Complete 140 additional 
Massachusetts Historical Commission Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Building Inventory (B) Forms  Building Inventory (B) Forms  
(not yet funded, will hire consultant)(not yet funded, will hire consultant)



Incorrect DataIncorrect Data

 Assessors DatabaseAssessors Database

Outdated Survey FormsOutdated Survey Forms

Changes to Historic Properties Over Changes to Historic Properties Over 
TimeTime

Unknown Architectural FeaturesUnknown Architectural Features



Of 150 sample historic properties in Of 150 sample historic properties in 
Newton, the AssessorNewton, the Assessor’’s Date of s Date of 

Construction is off by:Construction is off by:

5 years5 years 10 years10 years 50 years50 years 100 years100 years

1414

(9%)(9%)

4444

(29%)(29%)

2121

(14%)(14%)

88

(5%)(5%)



Do the MathDo the Math……

 57% of sampled historic buildings in 57% of sampled historic buildings in 
Newton have incorrect construction Newton have incorrect construction 
dates dates 



134 Vine Street





349 Dedham Street



75 Court Street







Old, tired B FormOld, tired B Form



New, wellNew, well--researched B Formresearched B Form



Our ChallengeOur Challenge

 To complete 260 B Forms for earliest To complete 260 B Forms for earliest 
historic resources in Newton historic resources in Newton 

(120 B Forms are funded, (120 B Forms are funded, 
currently written by Planning currently written by Planning 
Dept. Staff)Dept. Staff)



BudgetBudget
Newton Early Industrial Period Architectural Survey circa 1830-1840

PROJECT BUDGET

DESCRIPTION SOURCES / AMOUNT

CPA grant

Preservation consultant fee, includes 
drafting inventory forms and 

completion report on the project, 
archival quality photography, and 

printing costs.

$35,000
(Requested)

Planning staff project time including 
drafting RFP and project management

$2,500
(Requested)

Existing Funds

MHC Survey and Planning Grant 2010 $16,700

Planning Department match $11,133

TOTAL PROJECT COST $65,333

140 properties have 
been selected for this 
survey.  The current 
price for completing 
one Massachusetts 
Historical Commission
building inventory 
form is on average 
$250.  140 forms x 
$250 = $35,000

$37,500—Total CPA 
Fund Request


