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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Archaeological Reconnaisance Survey

Web Pages and Documents: CONFIDENTIALITY OF THIS DOCUMENT AND ACCOMPANYING MAPS

The site locational information supplied with this document should not be made available to the general public.

Archaeological Reconnaisance Survey There is a dilemma in publicly reporting the location of archaeological sites. Those sites that survive the ravages of
. nature and historical development lie below the soil and are not visible to passersby. When these sites become visible,
m either through erosion, plowing, chance, or purposeful discovery, or through publication of their location, they become

REFERENCES CITED AND RESEARCHED vulnerable to destruction. Most of this destruction takes place through ignorance of the importance of archaeological
context and its fragile nature. Most people do not understand that to remove artifacts from their original context is to
et e =l destroy the historic information that can be used to reconstruct the behavior of a site=s occupants. Artifacts that may

BASE MAP AND USER'S GUIDE be discovered through publication of site locations, may be removed from their original location, with no notification to
" e R the historical commission. As innocent as this behavior may seem, the results are similar to purposeful vandalism.
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Management Summary Aquinnah, Barnstable, Boston, Brewster, Chilmark,
Abstract Falmouth, Marion, Medfield, Wayland, West Tisbury,

Westhorough, Cape Cod Commission, Martha's Vineyard
Commission

PROTECTION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
IN MASSACHUSETTS

www.townofbolton.com/Pages/BoltonMA_HistComm/ArchSurvey/Protection
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