
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
City of Newton, MA 

Honorable Board of Aldermen 

David B. Cohen, Mayor 

August 11, 2003 

SUBJECT: Update on Potential Acquisition of Kesseler Woods 

I would like to inform you that NSTAR has reviewed the second round of bids for 
the parcel of land known as Kesseler Woods. NSTAR has informally notified the City of 
Newton and Cornerstone Corporation that our cooperative bid was the highest bid 
received. 

NSTAR has confirmed its desire to formalize the terms of their bid through the 
immediate execution of a purchase and ~ales agreement. 

We have heard that NSTAR released some of this information today, but we ask 
that you maintain the confidentiality of this information until we have received formal 
notification in writing from NSTAR. 

Thank you. 
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Confidential as part of bidding process for the property in 2003. Considered a public document once the property was acquired.
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In land battle, BC: 2, Newton: 0 
' 

7ity loses appeal of student center in Chestnut Hill 
By Andrew Lightman 

STAFF WRITER 

~ollege has won the latest round in its bat­
city of Newton to build a $90 million stu­
in Chestnut Hill, but the future of the Mid­
.s Project remains very much uncertain. 
1y, the Massachusetts Appeals' Court up­
mary 2001 decision by the state's land 

Newton's Board of Aldermen over­
; bounds when it denied the college's re­
a special permit to build the 479,000-

~ed invaders 
rorize homes 
rts of bats on the rise 

By Andrew Lightman 
STAFF WRITER 

Bob Deluca invited his nephew, his 
; wife, and their three-month-old to stay in 
on Centre home, he didn't imagine they all 
:visited by some uninvited guests. 
:ned in the middle of the night by the pres­
an unidentified flying object, Deluca and 
ly spent hours searching before they drew 
ut of its hiding place. 

:ecause 
1bies is 

"They're not that bad 
to deal with," Deluca 
said. "You just get excit­
ed when it's flying 

I a seriOUS ~ound. Once. you get it 
m the contamer, your 
nerves settle down a little 
bit." 

1se, we are 
ingto be 
:eedingly 
utious." 

Health 

After a quick call to ari­
imal control, the bat was 
swept off to the lab for ra­
bies testing. And the fam~ 
ily waited apprehensively 
t-...... h.o'lT' thP rP~lllt~ 

square-foot student center at the comer of Beacon 
Street and College Road. 

The conflict dates back to 1996, when aldermen 
voted 13-11 in favor of the project. Despite the ma­
jority of aldermen in support of the project, the vote 
was three shy of the 16 needed to approve a special 
permit, and the permit was denied. 

The school sued, with testimony given by both 
sides four years ago. Boston College officials ar­
gued for protection under the Dover Amendment, 

LAND BATTLE, page 8 

Scents and sensibility 

An artist's rendition of what the proposed 
479,00Q-square-foot student center at the 
corner of Beacon Street and College Road would 
look like. 
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City wins 
Kesseler 
Woods bid 

By Andrew Ughtman 
STAFF WRITER 

The city of Newton, along with a Norwood­
based development partner, Cornerstone Cor­
poration, have won their bid to buy the 42-

acre Kesseler Woods owned by energy provider 
NSTAR. 

Their combined $15.1 million bid- $6 million 
of which will come from the city's Community 
Preservation Act fund - snatched the largest un­
touched parcel of land in the city. Most will be kept 
as open space, while 14 to 18 acres will be set aside 
for 73 units of housing. 

"We won the bid and I am very pleased," said 
Mayor David Cohen. "I think it's a victory for open 
space and affordable housing." 

The property -located near LaGrange Street at 
the triangle where Newton, West Roxbury and 
Brookline meet -has been eyed by developers for 
years as a prime location for new homes. 

"I think it's areal success," Cohen said. "This rep­
resents some quite innovative thinking. I can't think 
of any other community that has entered into a bid 
like this." 

Newton and Cornerstone Corporation originally 
bid $11.3 million in the first round of bidding, but 
increased the bid to $15.1 million when they real­

. ized their initial bid would likely lose. 
"We analyzed our bid, what we felt other devel­

opers would be willing to risk, and we examined our 
appraiser's report very carefully," said Cohen. 

To generate additional money for the project, 
Cohen said he plans to ask the Community Preserva­
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Board favors 
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FROM PAGE ONE 

City's largest piece of undeveloped land 'to see 62 units 
: KESSLER, from page 1 
: tion Conunittee and the Board of Alder­
men to increase the city's contribution 
from $5.million to $6 million. 

Cohen said informal discussions with 
members of the CPC and aldermen indi­
cated support for that idea. 

"l think this is an important use of 
CPC funds," Cohen said. "Kesseler 
Woods was really a centerpiece in the 
discussion of adopting the Community 
Preservation Act." 

Cohen said the proposed Kesseler 
Woods development will preserve 24 to 
28 acres of open space and create 12 

units of affordable housing. 
ln all, the project calls for construc­

tion of 11 single family houses and 62 
multi-family housing units in buildings 
that Cohen said resemble large single-­
family homes. 

Of the 62 multi-family housing units, 
Cohen said 12 will be sold below mar­
ket price as affordable housing. Those 
12 may likely be available for residents 
in the city's first-time home buyer pro­
grams, he said. 

Cohen added that he is confident the 
Cornerstone Corporation will develop a 
context-sensitive neighborhood. 

"Kesseler Woods was really a 
centerpiece in the discussion 
of adopting the Community 

Preservation Act." 
Mayor David Cohen 

"Between Cornerstone and the two 
principals, they have builtthousands of 
units," he said. "This is a group that has 
worked closely with neighborhood 
groups in the past. I will expect that will 

happen again." 
Meanwhile, according to Walter 

Salvi, manager of community rela­
tions for NSTAR, now that Newton 
has submitted the winning bid it now 
must execute the purchase and sale 
agreement. 

"They are the highest bidder, but the 
sale is not yet complete," he said. ''I'm 
thrilled that the city of Newton was 
able to put together the highest bid. We 
look forward to expediting the paper­
work on this." 

NSTAR's previous winning bidder 
failed to do so last month. 

But Salvi is optimistic that NSl 
can execute the deal with the city wi 
a week. He added the sale could be C< 

pleted in a month or two, once theM 
achusetts Department of Telecornm< 
cations and Energy looks into the 
and signs off on it. 

Salvi noted that money from the 
will ultimately help NSTAR lower r 
to it customers. 

"Everybody wins," he said. 
Andrew Lightman can be reache, 

andrew.lightman@cnc.com 

Globe West says writer has conflict of interest in Newton 
SPECTOR, from page 1 
conflict of interest, especially in smaller 
cities and towns. . 

"Just because :YOur child goes to 
school in a town it doesn't mean that you 
can't cover the school system, but you 
certainly can't cover their school. But the 
extra step is to belong to some official 
body of the school ... and that does create 

-·~ 

ment budget process and plans to raise the 
price of school lunches and bus fees. 

But School Conunittee member Dori 
Zaleznik, who served as co-chair of the 
Countryside School Council for one 
year with Spector, said she was 
"stunned" by the Globe's decision news. 

''I can't imagine any way iii which it 
would be a conflict of interest," she said. ''It 
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how the high school renovation plans 
would effect their school. 

"As far as I know, [Spector] bends 
over backwards to include all points of 
views in her stories," said Zaleznik. 

Established in 1993 as part of the Ed­
ucation Reform Act, public schools are 
required to develop a school council 
where teachers and 

School Councils rarely, if ever, interact 
with the city or School Conunittee. He 
said they mostly discussed issues like 
parking and academic excellence. 

But Bardin added that he was reluc­
tant to give Spector an interview for a 
Globe story she was writing this sum­
mer about the School Committee races, 
because he knew she served on the 

Council. 

to further the [quality] of Countrysic 
cannot imagine how that could be c 
side red a conflict of interest." Col 
also said that the people against Spe< 
were "digging pretty low". 

Though Poynter's McBride said 
porters should avoid serving on any c 
cial advisory or decision malcing be 
she said that editors should cho'ose tc 
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