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Architect(s): Ritchie, Parsons and Taylor
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NWT.DO: Newton Center Village Center

Nat'l Register Individual Property (2/16/1990); Nat'l
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Roof: Slate
Building Materials(s): Wall: Brick; Cast Stone
Foundation: Brick; Stone, Uncut
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BUILDING FORM ( (

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [ | see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

A~

Newton Centre Library was built in 1927 by Richie, Parsons and Tayior. The building is a 1 2 story reverse T
plan with the entrance in the corner of the T. The exterior is brick with a siate roof. in the gabie end there is a
circular window with a carved stone surround. The doorway has a segmentai arched stone surround.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ | see continuation sheet

Explain history of the building. Expiain its associations with local (or siate) history. Include uses of the
building, and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within.the community.

Newton Centre Library is one of the five Tudor Revival libraries built between 1926 and 1939 with citizen
subscription. Newton Centre and Chestnut Hill combined to fundraise for this project. The form of Richie,
Parsons-and Taylor designed the building. James Richie, one of the principals in the firm, was a Newton
Centre resident, first living at 34 Hancock Ave and later at 10 The Ledges. He was involved in several other
Newton buildings, including the Police Station, Court House and several schools_ Other, private commissions,
included the Woodland and Charles River Golf Clubs and the Union Church in Waban. This library building is
currently used to house the Department of Heaith.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ ] see continuation sheei

Building records 1294 Centre Street
Newton Graphic 3/1/26. 1/15/28
{1987 MHC B Form

f X} Recommended for listing in the National Register of Histaric Places. If checked, a com-
pleted National Register Criteria Statement form is attached.
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NWT.2890

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Newton Centre Library possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association. It is significant as one of five branch libraries built in the
city by citizen subscription between 1926-1939 (see WN-],1925; A-03,1927;, W-0101,1029;
NV-G,1938). As such it reflects Newton's tremendous growth during that perwd and the
continuing strength of its village system. It is also a good institutional example of the Tudor
Revival style by the prolific local and regional architect, James Ritchie. It meets criteria A & C of
the NRHP.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Newton Centre Branch Library was desizgned by the firm of Rifchie, Parsons & Taylor in
1927 Itisa 1 1/2 story, L-plan brick structure enclosed be a slate gable roof contained by
raised end walls. The entry, with its Classical Revival style segmental arched stone surround, is
located at. the L and a large bank of windows with transom is located on the end wall facing the
street. A triple window with arched heads is located on the wall east of the enfrv and a cross
gable breaks up the wall 1o the west. | '

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The Newtion Centre Branch Library was one of five branch libraries to be built by citizen
subscription between 1926 and 1@39. Fundraising from the Newton Centre and Chestnut Hill
community was begun in 1926 A permit was granted for construction in 1927 and the building
was opened Janvary 15, 1928. The library was designed by the firm of Rifchie, Parsons and
Taylor. James Ritchie, a Newton Centre resident lived at 34 Hancock Avenue and later 10 The
Ledges. He was the architect for a number of buildings in the city, including the Police Station
and Court House, as well as several public schools. Private commissions included the Union
Church in Waban, and the Charles River and Woodland Golf Clubs.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Building Records 1294 Centre Street
Newton Graphtc 3712726, 1715728
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Newton Centre Branch Library was designed by the firm of Ritchie, Parsons & Taylor
in 1927. It is a 15 story, L-plan brick structure enclosed by a slate gable roof
contained by raised end walls. The entry with its Classical Revival style segmental
arched stone surround, is located at the L. A large bank of windows is located on

the end wall facing the street.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

) The Newton Centre Branch Library was one of five branch libraries to be built by citizen

) subscription between 1926 and 1939. Fundraising from the Newton Centre and Chestnut
Hill community was begun in1926. A permit was granted for construction in 1927 and
the building was opened January 15, 1928. The library was designed by the firm of
Ritchie, Parsons and Taylor. James Ritchie, a Newlon Centrer resident lived at 34
Hancock Avenue and later 10 The Ledges. He was the architect for a number of buildings
in the city, including the Police Station and Court House, as well as several public schools.
Private comissions included the Union Church in Waban, and the Charles River and
Woodland Golf Clubs.
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