
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin J. Buckley, AIA 
 Daniel P. Bradford, AIA 

            

ARCHITECT’S          

MEMORANDUM              

            

Project Number:  S116913-Q           

   
PROJECT: Code Review of 2011 Plans TO: Mr. Adam Gilmore 

 Newton History Archives at the Jackson Homestead  Department of Public Buildings 

 527 Washington Street  52 Elliot Street 

 Newton, MA  Newtown Highlands, MA 02461 

   agilmore@newtonma.gov 

 

Date:  7/19/2013 

Attachments:  R.W. Sullivan memo dated 7/19/2013 

                         Renovation Plans by Durkee Brown Viveiros Werenfels Architects dated 07/27/11 (30 sheets) 

                         Revised Plans by DBVW Architects Dated 8/29/11 (Sheets A201, A301) 

                         Revised Plans by DBVW Architects Dated 7/20/12 (sheets A010, A011) 

                          

Mr. Gilmore, 
 
We have reviewed the plans for renovations to the Newton History Archives at the Jackson Homestead referenced above for 
conformance with the current Massachusetts state building code.   Attached is a summary of some of the most significant changes in 
the building code between the 7

th
 and 8

th 
editions.  In each case these plans conform to the current building code.  We additionally 

reviewed the plans for general code compliance and find no compliance issues provided that the accessibility variances indicated in the 
drawings have been sought after and granted. 
 
If you require any further assistance feel free to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Malnati, R.A. 
KBA Architects 
6 Thirteenth Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 
jmalnati@kbaarchitects.com 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  John Malnati – KBA 

 

FROM: Brandon C. Ingram & Don E. Contois, P.E. 

 

DATE: July 19, 2013 

 

SUBJECT: Plan Review Comments 

 
This memo summarizes the major code changes between the 780 CMR 7th and 
8th editions identified in our review of the proposed renovations and preliminary 
code analysis for the Newton History Museum Archives.  This memo is based on 
the requirements of the 2009 International Existing Building Code (IEBC) utilizing 
the Work Area Method. 
 
Archive Room Separation 
 
Although the 7th edition required storage rooms over 100 sf to be provided with 1-
hour rated separation or an automatic fire extinguishing system, the 8th edition 
has no separation or extinguishing requirements for storage rooms. 
 
Sprinkler Protection 
 
Since the building is less than 7,500 sf in aggregate area, it is not subject to the 
requirements of M.G.L. c148 s26G. 
 
The 8th edition requirements for new construction would require a sprinkler 
system throughout the building.  However, since the work area is less than 50% 
of the floor area, the work will not trigger the installation of a sprinkler system 
(IEBC 704.2.2). 
 
Fire Alarm System 
 
The existing fire alarm system must be maintained (IEBC 601.2).  However, the 
fire alarm system outside the work area is not required to be upgraded (IEBC 
704.4.1). 
 
Accessibility 
 
This memo assumes that the cost of work will be less than 30% of the building 
value but more than $100,000.  Therefore, a variance is required for the single 
user toilet room (it is our understanding that this variance has been granted).  
Only the new work is required to be accessible in addition to the entrance. 
 

J:\2013\130311-00\4_Files\Reports\Code Letter.docx 

 



OWNER/CLIENT: 
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CITY Of NEWTON 
PUSLIC SUiLDINGS DEPARTMENT 
52 elliOT STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS. MA 02461 
Tele: 617.796.1600 Fax: 617.796.1601 

ARCHITECT: 

DURKEE, BROWN, 
VIVEIROS & WERENFELS 
ARCHITECTS 

111 CHESTNUT STREET 
PROVIDENCE. RI02903 
Tele: 401.831.1240 Fax: 401.331.1945 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS: 

YODER + TIDWELL, LTD. 
14 IMPERIAL PLACE 
PROVIDENCE. RI02903 
Tele: 401.751.2460 Fax: 401.274.7517 

M/E/P/FP ENGINEERS: ______ . ___ ... 

R.W. SULLIVAN ENGINEERING 
529 MAIN STREET. SUITE 203 
SOSTON. MA 02129 
Tele: 617.523.B227 Fax: 617.523.8016 

Newton History 
Museum Archives 
at the Jackson Homestead 

527 Washington St. - Newton, MA 
City of Newton 

Public Buildings Department 
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RECORD OWNERS 
ASSESSORS PARCEl 120030003 
1527 WASHINGTON STR£rr 

CITY OF NEWTOO 
JACKSON HQt,j[S1£AD 
100 CONIoIONWEAlTH "IJENU[ 
NOOON, lolA 02459 
DEED BOOK 7524 PAGE 273 
LOT B - Pl..NI No. 6aJ Of 1945 

I'L:\N REFEI!E..1iCES· 
1. PlAN No. 5R3 Of 1945, BOOK 6894 PAGE 179 
2. SElZURE PlAN Of JACKSON RI:W), tMRai 1897 

I"OTES' 
~OP£RTY UN£, STRffi UNE AND OWNER 

INfORMATION WAS CQWPILED FROio! RECORDS ON 
ALE AT THE NEWTON ASSfS$ORS DEPAATJ,IENT, 
NOOON OIGINEERING DfPARJl.!ENT AND THE 
MIOOlESEX COUNTY REGISTRY Of OCros. 
SOlffiiERN DISTRICT. 

2. TOPOGRAPHY INfORW.TIOH SHOWN ON THIS PlAN 
IS BASED UPON AN ON THE GROUND SURVE'l' 
P[RfORI.IED BY W[RRIll ASSOCIATES, INC., 
AUGUST 2010. 

3. ALl ELEVATIONS AAE BASED ON THE CITY Of 
HooDH DATUM 

4-. WETlAND RESOURCf AA£AS WERE NOT OBSERVED 
OR INVESTIGATED fOR THIS SURVEY. 

5. EXISTlNG ununES, WHERE SHOWN, HA'v£ B£EN 
COMPIlED BASED ON OBSERVED ABOVE GROUND 
E'V1DENC[ AND RECORD PlANS PRCMOEO BY THE 
CITY Of N£WTON ENGINITRINC DEPAATMENf AND 
ARE TO BE CONSIDERED APPROXIt.lATE. UERRIU 
ASSOCIATES, INC. 00(5 NOT G1..IARANIEE 1H£ 
LOCATION Of THE UNOCRcROUND UTlUTlES 
SHOWN OR nt4.T All. EXISTING UTIlITIES AND/OR 
SUBSURfACE STRUCTURES AAE SHOVrN. 

SCAlE IN mT 

DRAWN BY, VC 

DESIGNED BY: PT 

CHECKED BY PT 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2010 

JOB No. 10-074 
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