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Open Space Survey Results

Survey Period: February 7, 2012 - May 22, 2012
Number of participants: 416

Please tell us how many individuals of each age group are in
your household. including yourself.
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Q2 - Do you or does a member of your household have any of
the following long-lasting conditions?

400
300
A condition that substantially
I imits one or mare
basic physical acti...
Blindness, deafness,
200 B or 3 severs vision
or heanng impairment
100
308 % (118)
0 1




Q3 - With which village do you most closely identify? (E.g. where you live, work, go to

school)

Wast Newton

- Thoempscnlle

— Oak Hill Park

Cak Hil

Menantum

Mewtomalle

Mewton Upper Falls

Mewton Lower Falls

Mewton Highlands

Mewton Comer

Mewton Centre

Chestnut Hil

Auburndale
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Q4 - What do you think are the three most important reasons for the City to provide
and protect open space in order of importance to you? Select three items and rank.

200
150

FPaszsive acrzaticn

or quist
anoyment of naturna.

Active recraation.

Community character.

Protect quality of nvers,

streams, and ponds.

Prasare wildlife hakitat

and bicdivarsity.

Prasere vegeatation,

including forests
and cpen halds.

HAesthetics and

SCEMIC WSS,

Prasare watlands

and flood plains.

Mitigate Hooding.



Q5 - How important are the following open space resources to you? Rate each on a
scale of 1-10 (rating of 1 being the most important).

Farlkes [areas which hawve
open areas, walks, woods,
with orwithout pla...

Areas for passive
cutdoor recreation
[wialking, picnicking)

Street trees
[urban forest)

Areas for active
cutdeor recreation fishing,
jegging, etc.)

Coenservation areas

Areas for cutdoor education
[recreation, conservation,
envircnment, e, ..

Fublic access tothe
Charles River, streams,
ponds, and lakes

Wiooded areas
Haygrounds [areas which
include playfields, larges

play structures, a...

Wildlife hakitat

Areas of historical
significance

\Wetlands

Scenic views

Open space as a buffer
betweeen developments

Areas with aocess tothe
City’s open space resocurces
by persons with ...

Raytields [sports)




Q6 - Natural ResourcesWhat do you believe are the three most significant needs
with 1 being most important.

1

. ?

2

Mitigating decrease and
detencraticn of streeat
trees (urban foest).

Mitigating  polluticn of
lakes, ponds, brocks,

and strzams From nen-...

Prowading mone open
spacas for
consenaticn purposes.

Protecting unique waldlife
hakitats, vegetative
typas, open fisld ...

Mitigating Chades
Rivar polluticn cnginating
within Nesstcn,

Presaring moe assthatic
rescuces (2.g. wstas,
scanic comdos, a...

Protecting bicdiversity
cf Hera andbauna and
wiorking te help contic...

Enwircnmeantally sensitive

arzas [2.9. vernal
pocls, watlands, atc.].

Aoquifer protaction.

Mitigating Hooding
in leed prone asas.

Water conservation.

Protecting impotant
gaclegic heatures.

Ne significant needs
[zatished with :sting
natural rescurces).

regarding natural resources in Newton in order of importance to you? Rate on a scale

200

150

100




Q7-Community Needs - supply and availability of open space.What do you believe are the three
most significant community needs City-wide regarding the SUPPLY and AVAILABILITY of open

space in Newton? Should the City seek to increase: (Check off up to 3 choices)
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200

150

Amount of open spaca for
passive recreation/guist
enjoymeant of naturna.

Leagal protections for
exsting open spaces facing
devalopment pressus.

Lin=ar facilities
[pathshrails within cpen spaces
and links batwesn ...

Amount of open space for
consaration purposas.

Numkber of parks [hawing
open arsas, walks, woods,
with crwathout pla...

Shade trees in

parks, playhialds,
andfor flaygcunds.

Ameunt of cpan spaca
or ladilities for
active racreation.

Accommedation of
deogs and dog owners.

Number of playgounds
[hawng plavhields, lage
Heay structures andic...

Number of playfialds
5 poits].

N significant needs
regarding supply and avalability
of cpen space ..
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Q8 - Community needs - quality of open space.What do you believe are the three most
significant community needs City-wide regarding the QUALITY of existing open spaces and
programs in Newton? Should the City seek to improve: (Check off up to 3 choices)

Quality of parks
and facilities/equipmeant
wathin them.

Quality of Paygreunds
and Facilities/equipment
wathin them.

Quality of Facilities
within exsting
conserdation arsas.

Quality of playhields.

Diog contiel measures.

Fublic salety in cpan
spaces, parks, paygrounds,
payfields, and con...

Quality and Fraquancy
of educaticn pregrams
and spacal evants.

Farking quality and
availability at cpen spaces,
parks, plavhialds, p...

N significant neads
reqarding quality of exsting
open spaces and pr...

Signage elated to
parking and accass.

200
150
100



Q9 - Community needs - public access.What do you believe are the three most significant City-
wide needs regarding general public access (i.e. pedestrian, bicycle, vehicular, etc.) to
existing open spaces and facilities in Newton? Should the City seek to improve :(Check off up
to 3 choices)

200

150

. 2
. ?
.

100

.[]_
Public accass Public access 1o Public access 1o
to playgrounds. consarvation areas. Open Space resoUrces
with trails.
Public access Mo significant neads Public acceszs to parks.
to playfields. regarding geneml public

acocass to existing opan...



Q10 - Community needs - accessibility. What do you believe are the three most significant City-
wide needs regarding accessibility to and within existing open spaces and facilities in
Newton for persons with disabilities? Should the City seek to improve : (Check off up to 3

choices)
200
150
-2
100 7 -2
-
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Arcessibility to and Arcessibility to and Arcessibility to and
within conservation areas within playgrounds and within parks and
and related facilities. ralated facilities. ralated facilities.

Acceszibility to and Mo significant needs Accessibilty to and within
within playfields and regarding accessibility to Open Space resouUrces
relatad facilities. and within existing o... with trails and rela...



Select five items and rank.

Q12 - Please indicate the five open space resources and/or facilities you feel are most
needed or should be expanded in the City (i.e. City-wide, including your village) in
order of importance to you.

e g il

G b e dor rescpessian
abar i prkdan

ConEryion A

Parks

Sl aresrs for
redirionn, =g

Geal s, boesl honrass
aaned Ecilifies far wikar
recoresioned e b

Gl ol i g plascoiess

Plinying fediks

b skl g i ks

Temnis courks

Beearel cpanmess derg). clisss,
exlescher bexared, erlwer]

Courd cpanmees § oo,
shullalse e, ohar)

200
150
100
50
o



Q13 - What PRIVATELY-OWNED OUTDOOR open space, recreation, and conservation
lands do you and members of your HOUSEHOLD use most often for recreation
purposes? (Check off up to 3 choices)
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. ?
.

Prvate golf courses Facilities at privata Facilties at private
elementary or high schools gym, club, YMCA, or similar
recreation provider

Faciltias at private Mewton Camatary Mawton Conservators Residentizl yard
colleges or universities Inc. owned open spaces
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off up to 3 choices)

Farks, playfields,
and playgrounds

Chales River pat hway
systam (DCR
and Newtcn)

Conseration arsas

Facilities at public
alemantary or

high schocls

Aqueducts in Newton

FPublic plaving couts
[baskeatball,

tennis, stc.)

or similar Facility

Commoneealth
Galf Coumsa

MNewton Bunal grounds
[histonc cemetenas)

Q14 - What PUBLIC OUTDOOR open space, recreation, and conservation lands do you
and members of your HOUSEHOLD use most often for recreation purposes? (Check

200
150
100



Q15 - In what activities do you or members of your households regularly participate in
Mewton (once per month or more, on average)? (Check off up to 5 choices)

Slateboarding

Picnicking

Golf

Bzsketbzll

Mature programs

Sledding

Tennis

Bird watching

Outdoorswimming
{beaches, pools)

Running/jogging/exercee
trails
Walking your dog

Bicycling

Farmers marks

Casusl pick-upgames
Besutification
loe skating

Cross country skiing
or snow shosing

Photography

Attend specizlevents

Canosing or kayaking
Organized and league
Ej:l:iorlﬁ {=dult

or child lezgues)
Take child{ren) to
park for fres

play or playground
Spend time with
family and friends

Gardening

Walking/hiking

200

.
.
. 2
)
. G



Q16 - How well do Newton's open space and recreation resources meet the needs of your
HOUSEHOLD? Rate on a scale of 1-10 (Rating of 1 indicating the highest satisfaction.)

17.2 % (53)

14.0% (43)

20

367%(17)
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Q17 - How satisfied are you with Newton’s open space and recreation resources from an
OVERALL COMMUNITY perspective? Rate on a scale of 1-10 (Rating of 1 indicating the highest
satisfaction.)

24.3%(74)

17.0 % (52)

14.1 % (43)

102 % (31)




