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5. Project Name: Veteran Housing 

 Submitted by: CAN-DO, Josephine McNeil 

 Category: Community Housing 
Location: 2148-50 Commonwealth Ave. Auburndale MA 02466, Ward 4 

 Accessible to MBTA express bus, and commuter rail to Boston, allowing easy access 
for the veteran/residents to meet with case managers at the VA;  walking distance to 
local elementary school (Williams), post office, supermarket, drug store, bank, 
convenience store. 

 Cost: $360,000 CPA funds, $950,000 total cost including 5 other funding sources 

 Description: Create 2 deed-restricted affordable rental units for families headed by 
homeless veterans.  Purchase and renovate an existing 2-family house on 8,310 s.f. lot 
in multi-residence zoned district. Services, provided by partner organizations, will 
empower veterans to be economically stable.  Prospective residents will be identified 
by CAN-DO working with the Health Care for the Homeless Office of the Boston VA 
Medical Center Office. 

 One unit is currently a 2 BR unit, and the other a 3 BR unit.  Minor interior repairs 
including de-leading, hand rails and insulation are planned.  Front concrete steps do 
not meet code and will be removed and rebuilt.  Garage and existing driveway on site 
will be removed, drive will be repaved.   

 CAN-DO is partnering with The Second Step (TSS) and Newton Community Service 
Centers (NCSC) to support the families.  Services available include domestic violence 
services, financial and credit planning, tenancy counseling, legal advocacy, daycare 
and after school and camp referrals. 

 Residents will pay up to 30% of their income. The remainder will be a rental subsidy 
under the HUD/VASH voucher program.  Section 8 subsidies will be available to 
veterans who participate in a homeless supportive service program offering case 
management at the Boston VA Medical Center. 

 Comments:  

 We commend the proponents for this innovative partnering of organizations to 
leverage funding for a network of services and housing for an underserved 
population. This would be the first such housing that we are aware of in Newton. We 
appreciate that this would make two more housing units in our city affordable in 
perpetuity. We also like the range of support services, which should lend stability to 
the families lucky enough to land one of these homes. 

 The renovations outlined in the proposal we deem very necessary. More insulation 
would be beneficial, as it would pay for itself over the long term, saving CAN-DO, 
(or whomever assumes ownership of the building), operating funding.  

 Unfortunately, the site makes wheelchair access impossibly expensive. Otherwise, the 
location is ideal for a very-low-income family, as most needed services and shopping 
are within walking or transit distance, making the cost of car ownership unnecessary. 
But if the target population is demonstrably large and able-bodied, the provision of a 
few homes, even without full wheelchair access, would be a valuable commodity. We 
would like to see more information to support this last point. 
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Questions: 

  Can the proposers, Newton Housing Authority and the Boston VA Medical Center 
provide data to document the demand for veteran family housing?  

  We are concerned about the lack of wheelchair access, as we would imagine that the 
number of veterans with access needs might be larger than those without. Are there 
any data on how much of the city’s affordable housing is currently wheelchair 
accessible? 

Recommendation: LWVN believes there will be increasing needs for assisted housing 
for veterans. We would like to see the statistics on how much of the city’s affordable 
housing is now accessible, and how great the need among veterans for affordable 
housing is now. 
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