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5. Project Name: Veteran Housing
Submitted by: CAN-DO, Josephine McNeil

Category: Community Housing
Location: 2148-50 Commonwealth Ave. Auburndale MA 02466, Ward 4

Accessible to MBTA express bus, and commuter rail to Boston, allowing easy access
for the veteran/residents to meet with case managers at the VA; walking distance to
local elementary school (Williams), post office, supermarket, drug store, bank,
convenience store.

Cost: $360,000 CPA funds, $950,000 total cost including 5 other funding sources

Description: Create 2 deed-restricted affordable rental units for families headed by
homeless veterans. Purchase and renovate an existing 2-family house on 8,310 s.f. lot
in multi-residence zoned district. Services, provided by partner organizations, will
empower veterans to be economically stable. Prospective residents will be identified
by CAN-DO working with the Health Care for the Homeless Office of the Boston VA
Medical Center Office.

One unit is currently a 2 BR unit, and the other a 3 BR unit. Minor interior repairs
including de-leading, hand rails and insulation are planned. Front concrete steps do
not meet code and will be removed and rebuilt. Garage and existing driveway on site
will be removed, drive will be repaved.

CAN-DO is partnering with The Second Step (TSS) and Newton Community Service
Centers (NCSC) to support the families. Services available include domestic violence
services, financial and credit planning, tenancy counseling, legal advocacy, daycare
and after school and camp referrals.

Residents will pay up to 30% of their income. The remainder will be a rental subsidy
under the HUD/VASH voucher program. Section 8 subsidies will be available to
veterans who participate in a homeless supportive service program offering case
management at the Boston VA Medical Center.

Comments:

We commend the proponents for this innovative partnering of organizations to
leverage funding for a network of services and housing for an underserved
population. This would be the first such housing that we are aware of in Newton. We
appreciate that this would make two more housing units in our city affordable in
perpetuity. We also like the range of support services, which should lend stability to
the families lucky enough to land one of these homes.

The renovations outlined in the proposal we deem very necessary. More insulation
would be beneficial, as it would pay for itself over the long term, saving CAN-DO,
(or whomever assumes ownership of the building), operating funding.

Unfortunately, the site makes wheelchair access impossibly expensive. Otherwise, the
location is ideal for a very-low-income family, as most needed services and shopping
are within walking or transit distance, making the cost of car ownership unnecessary.
But if the target population is demonstrably large and able-bodied, the provision of a
few homes, even without full wheelchair access, would be a valuable commodity. We
would like to see more information to support this last point.
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Questions:

e Can the proposers, Newton Housing Authority and the Boston VA Medical Center
provide data to document the demand for veteran family housing?

e We are concerned about the lack of wheelchair access, as we would imagine that the
number of veterans with access needs might be larger than those without. Are there
any data on how much of the city’s affordable housing is currently wheelchair
accessible?

Recommendation: LWVN believes there will be increasing needs for assisted housing
for veterans. We would like to see the statistics on how much of the city’s affordable
housing is now accessible, and how great the need among veterans for affordable
housing is now.



NEWTON HOUSING PARTNERSHIP

Newton Housing & Community Development Program
Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02459.
Phone 617-796-1120. TDD/TTY 617-796-7089

November 12, 2009

Newton Community Preservation Committee (CPC)
City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

Re: 2148-2150 Commonwealth Avenue Housing Proposal

Dear Committee members:

At its meeting October 14™ the Housing Partnership voted unanimously to endorse the
application by CAN-DO for $360,000 in CPC funds to support its proposal to acquire and
rehabilitate a two-family dwelling at 192 Lexington Street in Ward 4 for rental to homeless
veterans and their families holding HUD/VASH vouchers. The location is exemplary for this
use, being close to public transportation, to the commercial center of Auburndale, to churches,
and to open space. The existing structure, while needing upgrading, is in its basic structure and
configuration quite appropriate for the form of occupancy anticipated, most likely to be mother
and child households. Despite those structural and locational qualities, the acquisition cost of the
building was modest by Newton norms. ' - SRR IR B

Tt was noted that returned veterans have received no direct City housing benefits since Oak Hill
Park following World War II, and are badly in need of housing support. These units will be
restricted to remain available to serve the same income levels, even if an unforeseen contingency
were to terminate the ability of the HUD/VASH program to continue support for this dwelling’s
residents. Concern was raised that the topography of this site precludes access from the street by
persons having mobility disabilities, precluding their becoming residents. While that is true,
members expressed that not all properties can serve all needs, and that this site offers such rich
locational and structural benefits in other respects that it would be inappropriate to preclude its
use for serving veterans whose households do not have that limiting disability.

In concluding, the Board voted unanimously to support the grant application. If you have further
questions for the Partnership please let me know.

ty truly yours,

Philip B. Herr, Chairman

Cc: CAN-DO
Trisha Guditz, Housing Development Coordinator




U-CHAN
UNITING CITIZENS FOR HOUSING AFFORDABILITY IN NEWTON

To:  Community Preservation Committee
ATTN: Alice Ingerson, Community Preservation Manager

From: Esther Schlorholtz, co-chair, U-CHAN 4

Date: November 18, 2009
Re:  Veteran Housing, Auburndale

U-CHAN is pleased to support community preservation funding for the Veteran Housing
proposal from CAN-DO to create two deed restricted apartments for families headed by
formerly homeless veterans. This proposal is for $360,000 in CPA funding. CAN-DO
will work with the Health Care for the Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical
Center to identify homeless women veterans with families who would qualify for the
homes. CAN-DO is partnering with The Second Step and the Newton Community
Service Center to support the families locally and to help them achieve greater stability
and independence. '

U-CHAN is a strong supporter of the CPA in Newton. Our mission includes ensuring
that housing remains accessible to people of all incomes so that we can maintain the rich
diversity of our city. CPA is a critical resource to enable us to promote community
housing as well as open space, recreation space and historic preservation.

The application for funding by CAN-DO for the Veteran Housing rental project offers
strong public benefits and promotes key goals of the Community Preservation Plan:

e It will create two, high quality affordable rental apartments. Without the
intervention of CAN-DO and the City of Newton, this housing would not be
accessible as affordable rental housing for formerly homeless veterans and their
children.

e The housing will have long term affordability restrictions, and it will be part of
Newton’s permanently affordable rental stock.

U-CHAN appreciates the opportunity to support this important initiative which promotes
the goals of the Community Preservation Plan. We are pleased to support CAN-DO’s
proposal for Veteran Housing for CPA funds. Thank you for your consideration.

U-CHAN
¢/o 63 Smith Avenue
Newton, MA 02465



We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:
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We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran famllzes who are receiving case management and suppomve services from the Health Care for the
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation

Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the
Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical Center.

’1}«:;»91 A &’f: e | 28 Sen B Or%el  |GOA 5T DYDY |dao o she B Comborts. o
2ol ///“,& L4 7;’///%”‘”’ Yy MgsoE |

Nt (DS 20 Boscen ST 102460 | 9490527 | i lsen P g com

Jensy Cotwen [T uc\mmam& EC | 2773

D’M@ﬁ!ﬁ? U b R | 0724 £54- 4985 Al Bomgdt nl |

WW@M%{/\ 9 Cyre T A Ol4e| o1 1S A4 érom%m@@dmw.mﬁ
Lo, Vtaos )| 190¢ Chonbmt < Oty G750 W02 |l ritee e el




PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DO'’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the

Homeless Ozceo z‘he Boston VA’Medzcal’Center -
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We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

PETITION

We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the
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Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical Center.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DQ’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the

Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical Center
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DO'S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the

Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical Center.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless

veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the
Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medi
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DQO'’S application for community housing funding from the Commimity Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless

veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the
Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical Center.
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the.

Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical Center,
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We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

PETITION

We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the

Homeless Office of the

Boston VA Medical Center.
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We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

PETITION

We support CAN-DO'S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the

Homeless Office of the B
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We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

PETITION

We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless
veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the Health Care for the
Bosz‘on VA Medzcal Center
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DO'S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless

veteran families who are receiving case management and suppomve services from the Health Care for the
Homeless Oﬁ“ ice of the Boston VA Medzcal Center |
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of the City of Newton do hereby declare that:

We support CAN-DO’S application for community housing funding from the Community Preservation
Committee for the Veteran House Project which will create 2 rental units to provide housing for homeless

veteran families who are receiving case management and supportive services from the H ealth Care for the
Homeless Office of the Boston VA Medical Center.
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