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Neglected West Newton park
gets much-needed face lift

By Matthew Cali
TAB STAFF WRITER
he gradual  deteroration  of
Wellington Park, tucked into a resi-
dential arca between Cherry and
Waltham streets in West Newton, is casily

" “It%s like a step back in time,
don’t see this kind of thing
anymore.”

Jane Quinn

evident in the cracks in the basketball and
tennis courts and the neglected play-
ground equipment.

In response, an ad hoc group of neigh-
bors has raised more than $16,500 to save
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“It was a park that kind
of went to sleep,™ said Jane
Quinn, who has spent her
entire life Tiving in and
around the . simall pocket
park. “lt died for a while,
but it's coming buack to life
again”

The group formed u liule
more than a year ago 1o lix
up the old playground, fei
to the city by Somerville
resident T, F. Wellington in
1937, according 10 Quinn,
With a grant of $12,500 from the ity and
their own fund-raising efforts, the group
bought a new swing set and o new struc-
wire that -residents installed (hemselves
aver the weekend,

Yolunteers and a low hired professlonal buliders put the fnishing touches on a new structure

at Wellington Park,

s
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The group met for monthy picking out a
seller — GameTime of Alabuma — and
sclecting colors for the new Siructures,

“Irs heen a really interiactive process
and people know cach other betier now,”
said Ted Kuklinski, who lives on Hen-
shitw Tereace, "It wus a very democratic
process. The neighborhood was purtici-
patory in this,”

Volunteers spent the weckend building
a play structure and a swing set, Concrete
will be poured to stabilize them and soft
waod chips will be faid down later this
week,

“I1°s tike a step back in time. You don’t
sce this kind of thing anymore,” Quinn
said, waiching her neighbors lug planks

come from nothing.”

The park was the center of activity for
the neighborhood in the 1950s, Quinn
said, with informal day camps and sum-
mer festivals, Lutely, though, few have
bothered to use it; the tennis court lacks a
net and the basketball court is uneven
and split,

An item has been docketed for the
Bourd ol Aldermen to spend $60,000 on
the wo courts, aecording o Aldermn
Richard Bullwinkle, who joined the resi-
dents on Saturday. The group has already
suéceeded in putting up a shiny new,

of wood across the field. “I've seen it &
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Laft, Poter Budhish and Bruco Nelson
worked with a crow of volunteers to put up
a roof at tha newly rovitallzed playground,

plastic structure,
“We're still fund-raising, we're. not
done yet,"” said Lorraine Miller, who lives

SINT m0Ing BY KRR LAORE0

Above, Alexa Rlobueno and other children played on the new playgfound equipment after It was put up at Welllngton Park last weekend.

on Waltham Strecl,

The Parks and Recreation Department
has promised a couple of trees for the in-
side of the ficld, uccording to Quinn,

“I think it's interesting that someone

said, adding that the ficld is in a key arca
— no one from the surrounding roads has
to cross 2 major street to get (o it, "1t was
the kindest, swectest gesture.”

The community park has-served os a

linski - saicl, Throngl their fumdmising
,and building events, the group has started
. a newsleter and a  Web site,
hup:/fwww.wellingtonpark.org.

“We're sort of a high-tech neighbor-
hood organization,™ Kuklinski said. “We
try lo keep everyone inforned about
what's going on,”

After a grand opening on Sunday, Oct.
15, the group Wwill move into further mak-

*ing the park what it once was, a central

point for the neighborhood, Kuklinski is
lobbying for a detachable tenais net, so
hockey games can still be played on it,
and is thinking of installing a baggie sys-
tem so people can clean up after their
dogs.

“We're hoping it can be a place where
everyone can us it peacelully,” he said.

Citizens for Wellington Park

24 Henshaw Terrace

West Newton, MA 02465
www.wellingtonpark.org
info@wellingtonpark.org
617-969-6222

from another town [donated] this,” Quinn .

focal point to galvanize neighbors, Kuk--
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BASKETBALL COURT, SHELTER PAD,
FENCE & OVERGOWTH ARE TO BE
EXCAVATED AND DISPOSED OF.
(SEE NOTE #15)

SEE SURCHARGE AND PROCESS NOTE
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A - Coults
B - Accessible Path
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C - Path to So. Kilbum Entrance
D:- Path to Piincess Read
E - Accessible Water Fountdin
F - Garden Hose / Backflow Valve
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— 1 J - Bulletin Board
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Wellington Aerial View
Note: (Prior to Play Area)
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