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NEWlON UfE 

Neglected West Newton park 
gets m~~ch-needed face lift 

By Matthew Call 
T,I,8$wr'MIH£II 

ne gradual deterioration of 
Wellington Park,tucked into a resi· 
dential area between Cherry and 

Waltham streets in West Newtnn, is e"ily 

"It's like a step back intime. 
don't see this kind of thing 

anymore." 

il. 
"/t was a park Ihal kind 

or wcntlo sleep:' said Jane 
Quinn. who has 'pent her 
enlire lifc living in anu 
around Ihe, Slnall pockel 
park. "It died for a while, 
hut it', coming hack to life 
again." 

........................................ 

lane Quinn 

The group formed a little 
more than u year ugo to fix 
up Ihe old playground. left 
In the city by SOlllerville 
residcnt T. F. Wellington in 
19:17, accnrding to Qninn, 

Above, Alexa Rlobueno and other children played on the new pli)yg~ound equipment after It was put up at Wellington Pari< last weekend. 

evident in the crack. In the baskethall and 
tennis courts ana the neglected play. 
grouhd equipment. 

In response. an ad hoc group of neigh. 
bors has raised more than $ I 6,500 to save 

With a gmnt of $( 2500 frolll the city and 
their own fund.rah,ing cfrllrt~. Ihl.' t!rtlllp 
hought a new swing sct i.ll1I1 a lIew struc
(Ure thill residenls inshllll'd Ilwlllsl'/Vt!S 
Over the weekend. 

Volunteol'llnd I lew hJred profeulOilal bulldell put the "nl,hlne' touchet on a new Itrucfur8 
at We/llolllon PlrI<. I ' 

The group met ror ll1(lnth~ picking out a 
st·ller - (iameTimc o( Alahama - illHJ 
:;electing C(llor~ for the new~lruclurcs. 

"II':; hccn II reully interactive process 
lind people know etlch other heller nnw," 
'aid Ted Kuklin,ki, who Iivcs on Hen· 
shilw Terrace, "II was n very"democratic 
pmcess. The neighhorhood was parlici. 
palory in this." 

Volunteers spent thc)l'eckend building 
Q play structure und a swing set. Concrete 
w,l" he poured 10 ,!Ohiliz. them and soft 
wood chips will be laid down latcr this 
WI..'ck. 

"/t's like" slep hack in time. You don't 
sec this kind or thing anymore," Quinn 
said, watching her ncighhors lug planks 
of wood aero's the lie/d. "I've seen il 
come from nolhing." 

The park was the center of aClivity for 
Ihe neighborhood in the I 950s, Quinn 
said. with inforn'"i day camps nnd sum· 
mer feslivals. Lately. though, few have 
bothered to use it; the tennis court lacks a 
nel and .the haskethall court is uneven 
and split. 

An item has been dodeted for Ihe 
Board or Aldennr.n In 'pend S60,OO() on 
Ihe 1\\'0 cuurts, according 10 Aldl!rnlilll 
Richard Bullwink/e, who joined Ihe re,i. 
denls on Saturday. The group has already 
succeeded in pUlling up u shi"y new, 

leU, Poter Budhlsh and Broco Nols()R 
workad with a crewofvolunteors to put up 
a rO<ll at tho "owly rovlialL<ed playground, 

plastic struclure. 
"We're ~till fund-raising, we're" not 

done yel," said Lorraine Miller, who lives 

on Woltham Streel. 
The Purks umJ Rccr..:nljon Department 

hos promised u couple oftrecs for Ihe in· 
side of the Ocld. ,,,cording 10 Quinn. 

"I think il',\ inleresling lhot someone 
from another lawn [donated] this," Quinn 
soid, odding thaI the neld is in a key orca 
_ no one from Ihe surrounding roads has 
10 cross a major fitrcct 10 gel 10 it. "It wns 
Ihc~indest, swectest geslure." 

The' community park hns·served as a 
foenl point to IlUIVitni'l.(, nci),!hhorli. Kuk·· 
linski said. "hroll~h thdr rlll1l"rahill~ 

, oud building events, the I;(()UP Iw:; litarted 
n newslcUef and a Weh sile. 
lillp:llwww,wellingtonpark.org .. 

"We're sort of a high·tech neighbor. 
hood organizalipn," Kuklinski said. "We 
lry (0 keep everyone informed about 
whol'S going on." 

After a gtond opening on Sunday, Oct. 
15,Ihe groupivill move into furlher mak· 

# ing the park what it once was, a central 
poinl for the neighborhood. Kuklinski is 
lobbying fllr 0 detachable tennis nel, so 
hockey games can still he played on h, 
and is lhinking (If inslalling a ha~gie sys· 
ICIll so people can c1eon up afler (hcir 
dogs. 

"We're hoping h can be a place where 
everyone call us it peacefully," he said . 
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Citizens Fo~ Wellington Pa~k 
24 Henshaw Te~~ace 
West Newton, MA 02465 
www.wellingtonpa~k.o~g 
inFo@wdlingtonpal-k.o~g 
617-969-6222 
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BORING RESULTS 
& 

SURCHARGE INFORMATION 

crrVO~YTON = 
CONTRACT PLA.N 

PORTHE 
RECONSlRucnoN OPTI!E 

WELLINGTON PLAYGROUND 
BASKETBALL & TENNIS COURT SYSTEM 

'.KIL8!JRN RO,,!) \\lE!>", !I.'E:'.>.'TON: 

SCAL~ AS NOTED JUNE 13, 20aJ. 

DAVI~rWl~F-L 

N83-38836 



BASKETBALL COURT, SHELTER PAD, 
FENCE & OVERGOWTH ARE TO BE 
EXCAVATED AND DISPOSED OF. 

(SEE NOTE #15) ------==~~JJ£Fb;~===-====-- __ ~ ... 

SEE SURCHARGE AND PROC5S NOT;E~~~~~~~~-~-~~-~-~-~-~~~6~.~p~rn~rn~R~~~E~D~~:C~~8L~IT~D~rn~~~~~~~~~~-~-~-~-~-~~~ AT 'BORING RESULTS' DETAIL 

EACH INDIVIDUAL HOLE CREATED VIA 
THE REMOVAL OF THE EXISTING FEN 
ARE TO BE BACKFILLED AND 
INDIVIDUALLY COMPACTED TO 95% 
DENSITY AT THE TIME OF REMOVAL. 

PROPOSED' 6" BLEEDER (SEE DETAIL)---'---< .... 

PROPOSED 10' HIGH CHAIN LINK 
FENCE AROUND THE TENNIS COURT 
WITH 2 GATED & 1 UNGATED 
PEDESTRIAN OPENINGS 

PROPOSED NEW TE~I~IIS COURT WITH 
(1) NEW SET OF ~IET POSTS 
& (1) CI~ICH STRAP FOUNDATIO~1. 
EXISTING FOOTINGS TO BE REMOVED & 
95% BACKFILL COMPACTION ACHIEVED I 

BEFORE SUBSEQUENT INS~L~nONS ,!~ l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 55.92 ,>" '( 

:JROPOSED SAWCUT THROUGH ~4~1 ,!/ 
=-ULL DEPTH OF BINDER I ,!/ 

:JROPOSED CO~ISTRUCTION FABRIC LlMIT:=~====~:if ~: 
:JROPOSED 3" BIT. (SEE SECTION) liS 
3EALCOATED A~ID STRIPED TO 

II~ 3TANDARD DIME~ISIONS II§ 
, EXISTI NG FOOTINGS TO BE. REMOVED & il :i' 
:870 BACKFILL COMPACTIO~I ACHIEVED :1'" 
=:EFORE SUBSEQUENTLY I~ISTALLING "::r2 

':2) BBAH-72-R8 BASKETBALL ,:3 
~OAL U~IITS AND DISPOSE OF EXISTING :1 g 
:;OAL STD. AS DIRECTED. PROPOSED 
"'1M HEIGHT IS TO BE SET AT 10'. 

3TRIP ALL GRASS PRIOR TO 
r:EGRADE, LOAM AND SEEDING 
ilREA AS DEFINED BY THE LIMIT LINE 

II PROPOSED WALKS, BENCHES & RAMP BY OTHERS 
(NOTE: NOT IN CONTRACT) 

:JRO!":)SED 3·· DE=Tri x :J 'NIDE BIT. WAU< ----"'--
f~ 

7.5% SLOPED ACCESS PATH 
(FIELD FIT REQUIRE~) 

PROPOSED HANDICAP RA,vlP 
INSTAL~TIO~I (GRANITE CURu. __ ---,~ __ _+--+__h 

.4" CONC., BIT. PATCH) 

(CONSTRUCTION ACCESS 
MUST BE RESTORED AT THE 
CONTRACTOR'S EXPENSE. 
LOAM AND SEED WILL ----\:-_e 
BE REQUIRED. SOME SKINNI 

EXISTING 
P~YGROUND AREA 

KILBURN 

] 

ROAD 

EXISTING ""01 
(6" ,VlA:(. ST 
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;Pla:n 
(New Features) 
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Legend: 

A- Gour;tts 
B - Accessible Rath 
C - Path to SQ. Kilburn ilEntram,ce 
0:- Path to Pnncess Road 
E - Accessible Water :Ji=otlntain 
F - Garden Hose I Bacl<,flow Va:l~e 
G - Play Eqtiiprme.nt (Ladder Clirmt 
H - Benches; 
I - Tree: (Sugar Maple) 
.:J- Bulletin BO<;lrd 
K- Sigoage 

". 

WellingtonP~rk 
Kilburn. Road 

West Newton, MA 
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Wellington Aerial Vie~v 
Note: (Prior to Play Area) 


