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DRAFT final report to Newton 
Community Preservation Committee, 
presented 8 May 2018

Final project costs & funding sources 
to be submitted summer. 2018



Newton Highlands Playground (construction phase):  13-acre run-down neighborhood park: 60% open,
40% wooded.  Ranked by the Department as park most in need of improvement.
Existing issues:  unusable flooded fields: heavy, compacted soils, high water table, broken drainage and
underdrainage systems; inaccessible: no pathways; no park amenities, dilapidated basketball and tennis
courts, tot lot devoid of play equipment, outdated field lights and little parking.

Fall 2015:  Parks and Recreation granted $2.5M CPA funds, plus $99K CDBG funds for access-related items.
Fall 2016:  David W. White and Son (DWWS), construction contractor.  Weston & Sampson, park designers
and construction administrators.
October 2016-December 2016: mobilization, demolition, layout and excavation, culvert and drainage
connections, rough grading, field lights erected, parking lot and courts base-paved.
April 2017-November 2017 (substantial completion):  irrigation, drainage, field underdrainage, final grading,
well pump, water and electrical lines, ballfield infield/backstop, final paving/sealcoating courts, base-pave
walkways, stairs and railings, stone piers, pavers, seat wall, fencing, hydro-seed, sod, play structures, safety
surfacing, curbing, site furniture, pathways through the woods and tree planting.
December 1, 2017:  park’s parking lot, tennis courts, basketball court and dual-age playground opened for
public use.  Both sodded athletic fields closed off to team use until Fall 2018.
April-May 2018 (final completion expected) – final pave (top coat) walkways and parking lot, vehicular gates,
final grade and hydro-seed remaining bare/disturbed areas; punch list.
Phase II (future):  pre-fab support building with restrooms:  obtain funding, put out to bid; install.

Issues affecting cost and schedule:  problem soil and subsoil conditions more widespread than indicated in
feasibility study; below-grade discrepancies in existing culvert alignment and drainage pipe connections;
Eversource coordination delays; below-grade discoveries led to City-deemed drainage and sewer system
upgrades; upgrade of athletic field lights to LEDs; upgrade of irrigation system to Weathermatic. Contractor
unable to complete final paving and lawn areas, delays project completion until spring 2018..
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2016 construction begins…



2017 construction continues…



CDBG-funded access improvements…



Fall 2017 substantial completion …





Newton Highlands Playground Final Project Financials       6 March 2019, page 1 of 2 

 



Newton Highlands Playground Final Project Financials       6 March 2019, page 2 of 2 

 
 

 
 

 




