
Solar Panel Application Requirements for Local Historic Districts 
The Local Historic District Commissions support efforts toward environmental sustainability, including the use of solar 
energy systems. Solar panel installations are reviewed on a case-by-case basis to ensure that the original appearance, 
character-defining features and historic fabric are retained in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 40C, the Historic Districts Act. Appropriate installations will not damage historic roof materials or 
architectural features and are typically not visible from a public way. 

1. Submission materials MUST include the following (see attached example). Incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. 

A. Application for Local Historic District Certificate of Appropriateness, Non-Applicability, or Hardship  
B. General Permit Application 
C. Property location on Assessors database map 

• Photographs  
D. Front elevation  
E. All elevations where panels will be installed 

• Drawings 
F. Roof plan showing panel arrangement and roof features such as dormers, chimneys, etc. 
G. Building elevations showing panels and location of exterior conduits, disconnects and meters 
H. Photo mock-ups or 3-D images of elevations showing panels 
I. Side views of panel installations 

• Product specifications  
J. Panels 
K. Mounting system 

 
2. Commissions typically require: 
• Appropriate materials 

o Panels, mounting systems and skirts that are compatible with the roof material color 
o Matte all black assemblies are often found to be appropriate for sloped roofs  

• Appropriate installation 
o Panels installed at the slope of the roof; avoid raised mounting assemblies 
o Panels that are visible should not be closer to the edge of the roof than the wall below; the panels can 

only be on the roof above the body of the house and not on the overhanging eaves. 
o Arrays should be arranged in panel groupings forming simple shapes; avoid zig-zag edges, holes in arrays 

or isolated panels to accommodate roof valleys, dormers, chimneys or other roof obstructions 
o Conduits installed in the interior or not visible from a public way 
o Visible conduits should be minimized by matching siding or roofing 
o Disconnects and inverters not visible from a public way or installed next to existing utility meters 

Additional information can be found at: 
• City of Newton Historic Preservation Design Guidelines – Sustainability p. 3 and Roofing p. 7: 

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/47025  
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/47442 
  

• Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:  
https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability/new-technology/solar-on-historic.htm 

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/47025
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/47442
https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability/new-technology/solar-on-historic.htm
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