
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City of Newton’s 
ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or 
(617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service 
(TRS), please dial 711. 

City Council Docket

Honorable City Council Special Meeting
Newton City Hall Wednesday, January 8, 2020
1000 Commonwealth Avenue Page 16
Newton, Massachusetts 02459 To be Reported on

Tuesday, January 21, 2020
Councilors:

In accordance with Section 2 6(c) of the Newton City Charter, I hereby call for a SPECIAL MEETING of the
City Council to convene on WEDNESDAY, January 8, 2020 at 6:00 PM to deliberate and vote on the
following matters and any other matter that may come before it. A motion will be entertained to go
into a Committee of the Whole to discuss the following items:

Clerk’s Note: The City Clerk’s Office, on behalf of the Newton Election Commission, has determined that
the citizens referendum petition requesting that the City Council repeal or rescind Council Order #425
18, the change of zone for the Northland parcels at Oak and Needham Streets, has a sufficient number
of signatures. Per City Charter, 3,032 certified signatures are required to place this again before the
Council. The Clerk’s Office stopped certifying signatures at 4,258; 40% more than needed as allowed by
City Charter.

The Council must decide whether it will vote to repeal or rescind its decision on Board Order #425 18 or
refer the measure to a public vote. If the Council chooses to repeal or rescind its approval, the Council
vote must take place within 30 days of January 8, 2020. If the Council’s vote on a motion to repeal does
not pass, or alternatively if the Council affirmatively votes to refer the measure to the voters, the Council
will have 30 days from its vote to set a date for an election. If the Council does not take any action on
this item before February 7, 2020, it will automatically be referred to the voters and the Council will have
30 days to set an election date.

#425 18 Request to Rezone three parcels for Northland Development
NEEDHAM STREET ASSOCIATES, NORTHLAND TOWER ROAD INVESTORS, NORTHLAND
OAK STREET, LLC petition for a change of zone to BUSINESS USE 4 for land located at 156
Oak Street (Section 51 Block 28 Lot 5A), 275 281 Needham Street (Section 51, Block 28,
Lot 6) and 55 Tower Road (Section 51 Block 28 Lot 5), currently zoned MU1.

Referred to Committee of the Whole
#425 18(2) Request set the date for a special election

PRESIDENT ALBRIGHT requesting the setting of the date for a special election in the event
that it becomes necessary to call an election to refer to the voter’s docket item #425 18,
passed by the City Council on December 2, 2019.

By City Clerk at 4:27 pm, Jan 08, 2020
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City of Newton

In City Council to be Accepted and Referred to Committees
The following item was filed after the close of the docket and requires a suspension of the Rules to be referred to
Committee:

Referred to Programs & Services Committee

#52 20 Requesting amendments to clarify inclusionary zoning fund application process
CITY CLERK requesting the City Council accept the provisions of MGL, Chap 53, Section
18B to allow the City of Newton to provide voters with (1) the full text of each question;
(2) a fair and concise summary of each question, including a 1 sentence statement
describing the effect of a yes or no vote, which shall be prepared by the city solicitor; and
(3) arguments for and against the question, for all types of municipal ballot questions.


