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Project Description

The Jackson Homestead site dates to the mid-17t™ century as the Jacksons were among the first European immigrants to the area. The current
house was built in 1809 for Timothy Jackson. The site is owned by the City of Newton and operates as a museum. The proposed work is not
physically connected to the building, rather it is the fence that runs along the property’s western border, along Jackson Road.

The current fence has reached the end of its useful life and needs to be replaced. The replacement design is based on four pieces of evidence: 1.
the existing fence is a wooden picket fence with a scalloped top, 2. The 1935 HABS-HAER site plan indicates a wooden picket fence in that location,
3. a 1940s photo shows the design that we wish to replicate (again with a scalloped top), 4. Two photos from 1997; while they do not exactly match
the 1940s design, they are quite similar and help us to understand the history of the design.

As seen in the 1940s photo, the posts only go up to the top rail and the pickets are entirely in front of the entire frame, rails and posts alike, with
the scalloping of the pickets continuous along the street face, including in front of the posts. Steelco fence (City vendor) has given us a quote for
the 4’ tall, cedar picket fence. We are requesting an installation that has longevity, so Steelco has recommended: “Put post sleeves on all gate &
terminal posts, also put a sleeve on one line post in 50’ run and three line posts in 100’ run.” “That way you’ll have a post set rock solid every 3
panels max and on all swing posts.”

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal for one of Newton’s most important historic sites.

x

Lisa Dady

Director, Historic Newton / Jackson Homestead
527 Washington Street, Newton MA 02458
617-796-1450

I[dady@newtonma.gov
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Jackson Homestead, 1940s

Jackson Homestead, 1940s.
Detail, west picket fence




Jackson Homestead, 1997.
West picket fence
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West picket fence







Jackson Homestead, 2020. West picket fence



Jackson Homestead, 2020. West picket fence
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