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Introductions
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Goals

5

• Increase housing 
opportunity and diversity

• Controlled Flexibility

• Contextual In-Fill 
Development
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Article 3 –
Standards
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Standards - Goals
Accurately categorize existing land use and development patterns in 
Newton
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Standards - Goals
Minimize non-conformity

Non-Conforming Lots -
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Standards - Goals
Allow enhancements that build from what exists today and achieves 
Newton’s Goals
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Standards - Resources
Pattern Book, Google Maps/Satellite, Assessor’s Database, Current Zoning 
Map
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Standards – How they were derived
Mapping the residence districts 
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Standards – How they were derived
Mapping the residence districts 

• Other Considerations

• Units per lot

• Prioritized completeness

• Outliers incorporated into 
base district (typically as non-
conforming)
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Standards – How they were derived
Building Type Standards
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Standards – How they were derived
Building Type Standards

Existing Conditions Proposed Standards

House Types (R1-N, 
Existing and Allowed)

Median Footprint 
(sf)

Average 
Footprint 

(sf)

Proposed Max 
Footprint, By-

Right

Proropsed
Max 

Footprint, SP
House Type A (3271) 2409 2573 2400 3000
House Type B (9642) 1373 1401 1400 2000
House Type C (2445) 1367 1351 1200 1800
House Type D (1845) 1798 2448 3500 4000
Two-Unit Residence (3691) 1671 1738 2000 2200
3-Unit Building (381) 1774 1790 1600 1800
Townhouse Section (26) 1133 1347 1500 1800
4-8 Unit Building (135) 3038 3236 2500 #N/A
Shop House (32) 2021 3011 2000 2500
Small Multi-Use Building (71) 5399 6118 12000 #N/A
Small Shop (116) 2641 3027 7000 #N/A
Civic (166) 2840 6030 30000 #N/A

• Needs further refinement
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Standards – How they were derived
Adjustments from Build Out Analysis

• District and Building Type 
Standards adjusted to 
increase conformity and 
reduce teardown 
vulnerability
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Case Study Review



Next Steps
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• Using case studies at ZAP

• Scheduling more focus groups

• Architects/Builders presenting 
at ZAP

• Other

Looking Ahead
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Thank You! 
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