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Article 3 – Residence Districts

04.24.20

Architect Focus Group



• Introductions

• Meeting Intent & Purpose

• Article 3 Goals

• Process – Where We Are Now

• Hear from You

Agenda
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Introductions
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• Planning (Current and Long-
Range)

• Utile (Architect and Urban 
Planning/Design Consultant)

• Councilor Crossley (ZAP Chair)

From the City
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• Name

• Typical projects in Newton

• When/how you became 
involved with Zoning Redesign

Architects
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Meeting 
Intent & Purpose
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Hear from Professionals
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Prompting Questions
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• Do Building Types increase 
predictability while still allowing 
design creativity?

• How will an ordinance that promotes 
smaller homes on smaller lots impact 
the development market?

• Are the new definitions clearer and 
harder to manipulate?
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Article 3 - Goals



• Easy to use, understand, 
and interpret

• Residents (homeowners and 
neighbors)

• Designers and buildings

• City Staff

Predictability with Flexibility
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• Building Types match 
existing buildings

• Pattern Book

• Community feedback

Contextual In-fill Development
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Increase Housing 
Opportunity & Diversity
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Process –
Where We Are Now



Where are we
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Engagement During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Redesigned web pages
www.newtonma.gov/zoningredesign

Focus groups by Zoom
• First session today with you

Office Hours
• By Zoom, starting in May

City Boards and Commissions
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Hear from You



• Points of clarification

• Overall goals

• Line edits

• Etc.

Questions, Comments, Concerns
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Open Discussion
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Thank You! 
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