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Vision 
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What is a Vision 
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• Compilation of adopted City policies, 

new data, and community input 

 

• Used to describe objectives for a 

given location or issue to support 

decision-making 



Vision Themes 
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• A thriving destination village with 

homes, stores, and restaurants. 

 

• Reconnected, across the Pike and to a 

more accessible rail station. 

 

• Diverse housing choices in a walkable 

and unique village center.  



Newton 

Comprehensive Plan 
 Newton is an Inclusive Community. 

 

 Village and Corridor centered development is key to 

the City’s economic development. 

 

 Unique Sense of Place and Historic Character 
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Inclusive Community 



Regional Housing Need 
 305,000 and 435,000 additional housing units by 2040 

 

 two out of every five workers in Greater Boston will 

retire by 2030. 

 

 declining household sizes means that, even if the 

population remains level or drops, there would be a 

strong demand for additional housing units 
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Local Housing Need  
 Average Household Income - $173,655 

 31,295 Total Households 

 Since 2000, total Households earning: 

 Less than $125,000 declined by 4,700  

 More than $125,000 increased by 4,770 

 4,200 of these earn more than $200,000 

 Housing Strategy Meeting Oct 1 – Complete Housing 

Market Analysis 
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Form & Location 
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Municipal Revenue = $330,000 

City Costs = $112,000 

School Costs = $178,000 

Municipal Surplus = $40,000 



Vision Policies 
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• Build the Austin Street project. 

 

• Develop other multi-family housing 

options in mixed-use buildings. 

 

• Promote and enhance Newtonville’s 

multi-modal transportation system.  



11 

 

Strong Economic Base 



Market Study 
 There is significant demand for additional retail space in 

Newton, especially in Newtonville.  

 

 For most Newtonville businesses, 40% or more of their 
customers come from the immediate Newtonville area. 

 Austin St project will generate $1.56 million in local retail 
spending and $280,000 in restaurants.   

 

 Desire for more businesses that will generate foot traffic and 
multi-destination shopping.  

9/24/15 Department of Planning and Development 12 



Vision Policies 
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• Support development of “destination” 

businesses for increased foot traffic. 

 

• Support unique, independent and 

locally-owned businesses. 

 

• Retain public parking at Austin Street.  



Sense of Place 
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South of Turnpike
  More young people and more 

diversity were observed on the 

southern side of I-90

  Local newspapers, banners, and 

fly

e

r s we r e located sur roundi ng 

the entrance to the commuter 

rail platform from the Walnut 

Street Bridge.

  The southern side of I-90 had 

more public and social spaces

  The southern side of I-90 

seemed more inviting for 

pedestrian traffic

 

wi th mo r e 

abundant crosswalks in the 

middle of roadways near 

major commercial areas as 

well as at the edges of major 

intersections.

Use of available public seating and sidewalk space Positive personalization of public space

Pedestrian activity and presence Personal use of public space

NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER
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COMMUNITY MEETING
Questions Posed at Community Meeting  [6.3.2008]

  What links the Northern and Southern sides of Newtonville? Does this link need to be strengthened?

  If you were to make a postcard of Newtonville, what would the image on the postcard be?

  Is there a place that exemplifie

s

 the qual ities  of  Newt onvi lle’ s future image?

  What characteristics capture the identity of Newtonville? How has this changed over time?

  What improvements do you feel could be made to better serve the Newtonville community from the   

 perspective of a resident and a commuter?

  Does the community meet your needs?

  How do the needs of Newtonville flu

c

tuate thr oughout  the day?

  What concerns do you have in regards to parking?

  Where do you go to play?

  What are major local events? Where do these take place?

Location of community meeting, Newtonville Senior Center.



Vision Policies 
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• Walnut Street Streetscape 

improvements. 

 

• Public plaza and gathering space. 

 

• Respect Newtonville’s architectural 

heritage. 



How does Austin St fit in? 
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Historic Newtonville streetcar.

NEWTONVILLE HISTORY
1859 - 1890s
Newtonville’s transportation 

network changed yet again in 

conjunction with the establishment 

of the village’s firs t hi gh school  

in 1859.  Walnut Street became 

a major north-south axis for 

Newtonville at this time to support 

the high school’s transit needs.  

The high school, along with the 

small shops lining the street, and 

the rail depot at Hull’s Crossing, 

created a centralized main street 

out of Walnut.  The years between 

1860 and 1875 showed a dramatic 

period of growth for Newtonville.  

Although the southern half of 

Newtonville developed at a faster 

pace, all of Newtonville remained 

relatively homogenous, and most 

of its neighborhoods retained 

a predominantly middle class 

character.  

By the 1890s, a method of 

quicker and more convenient 

transportation was needed for 

the large volume of students and 

commuters coming to or through 

Newtonville.  Thus the electric 

street railway was created to 

link communities together while 

providing a solution that was 

affordable and accessible to 

people of all income levels.
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1910 - Present 
In 1921 Newton’s firs t of ficia l 

zoning plan called for the creation 

of 14 new east-west auto routes 

and 12 new north-south auto 

routes.  The plan was spearheaded 

by and favored auto drivers as 

opposed to streetcar riders, and 

streetcars gradually lost favor as 

the new roads were constructed.  

The preference for personal 

motor vehicles culminated 

with the construction of the 

Massachusetts Turnpike in 1962.  

North and South Newtonville had 

previously been divided by the 

expansion of Washington Street 

and the consequent demolition of 

buildings on its south side, but the 

Massachusetts Turnpike created 

an even greater divide between 

the two areas.  At this time, two 

of the railway’s four tracks were 

eliminated and streets, homes, 

and shops on the south side of 

the tracks were also destroyed to 

make room for the Turnpike.  

The source of Newtonville’s sense 

of identity and pride was once 

its rail depots, railways, and 

streetcars.  At present, however, 

Newtonville lacks a defin

i

ng 

element, and much of its historic 

center has been signific

a

nt ly 

altered or destroyed due to 

expansion for vehicular traffic

.

  

Now the village is in need of a 

new identity, more green space, 

and restoration and upkeep of its 

historic areas in order to restore 

Newtonville’s character.

NEWTONVILLE HISTORY

Present-day Newtonville and Massachusetts Turnpike.
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