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January 10, 2012

Theodore Hess-Mahan, Chair
Land Use Committee

Board of Aldermen

Newton City Hall

Newton Centre, MA 02459

Re: Petition #416-11 KJR Inc/Joseph Bontempo for 7 West Street, Ward 1, Nonantum
Dear Chairman Hess-Mahan:

I'represent 376-380 Watertown Street, LLC and its principal, Janet Edsall as the owner of the mixed
use building (retail shops on 1* floor and 2 apartments on 2d floor) at 376-380 Watertown Street.
Unfortunately I have a conflicting matter this evening and will not be able to attend, but will do so
with respect to the subsequent working sessions on this matter.

Tonight Ms. Edsall plans to appear before you and the Land Use Committee to make her concerns
known as to the potential impact upon her property and its occupants if the pending petition is
approved without adequate safeguards. Her concerns are amplified by the already existing parking
abuses on West Street, on the adjoining parking lot serving 372 Watertown Street, which parking
abuses flow over into the small but essential parking lot serving 376-380 Watertown Street. These
abuses are not just by some who patronize 7 West or the building at 372 Watertown, but also by the
general public seeking a free parking spot while they go elsewhere in the village business area.
Parking “customs” can be aptly described as a “free-for all”. Often her tenants, both residential and
business, find cars or trucks blocking access to reach the parking area on 376-380 Watertown,

Of greater concern is the cars and trucks parked on the 15-foot wide right of way which is the only
lawful access from West Street to the rear of 376-380 Watertown. If the rear parking area, which is
un-striped, is filled, and if the right of way is also used as parking, fire and safety vehicles cannot
reach the rear of the building at 376-380 Watertown which also means that the building can only be
accessed on one side, Watertown Street, instead of the required 2 sides! I have enclosed a copy of the
record plan and grant of the right of way easement. It runs parallel to the northerly lot line of 7 West
and is completely within the lot lines constituting 372 Watertown. Both properties are owned and
controlled by Joseph Bontempo. :

It is essential that conditions be imposed within the special permit to protect the safety and access for
the occupants of 376-380 Watertown Street. Some of the underlying problems would be amplified if

a special permit is approved without addressing these and other concerns, e.g., the location and
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method of disposal of trash and garbage (dumpster?), adequate lighting, and enforceability of
conditions as to hours and noise.

Ms. Edsall and I look forward to the assistance of the Land Use Committee and City agencies, and the
cooperation of the petitioner and owner of both 7 West and 372 Watertown Street to create a more
rational parking and usage at the Watertown and West Streets corner between now and the final vote
of the Board.

Very truly yours,

Enclosures

Ce Members of the Land Use Committee
President Scott Lennon
Derek Valentine, City Planner
Eve Tapper, Chief of Current Planning
Ouida Young, Associate City Solicitor
Linda Finucane, Office of Clerk of Board of Aldermen
Attorney G. Michael Peirce
Janet Edsall, Managing Partner of 376-380 Watertown Street LLC
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The Commowvenith of Massuchusetts

Then personally appeared the above named.{

Rec'd & entered for record June 27, 1952 at 3h. 54m. P.M. §#353

» NICHOLAS S, BONTEMFO,

Newton, . Middlesex
: ', Massachusetts, RoixXmmnKmeay, i comsideration paid, grant 1o the
i WATERTOWN CUO-OPERATIVE BANK
situated Y Watertown, Middlesex County . Massachusetts, with MORTGAGE COVENANTS, to secure the
PN
- - - SEVEN THOUSAND (7000) - - - . . =.= = = = Dollars

with interest therc®i pavable as provided in. a m ortaga ~-note of even date, and such furthet

d by the grantec under General Laws, Chapter 183, Scetions 2KA, as amended, the Jand

with the buildings thereoMggituated in -~ that part of Newton, Milddlesex County, Mass-
achusetts, cal led NANTUM, being the northwesterly half of lot 46

as shown on plan o ts of Josiah Rutter, dated August 1868, drawm by

J. H. Curtis, C.E., orded with Middlesex South Distriot ﬁoeda in

plan book 15, plan 55, d lot 46 being bounded and described as follows:

thirty (30)- feet;
NORTHWESTERLY by lot 47 as s on sald plan,one hundred ten (110) foot ;
FNORTHRASTERLY by lot 48 as sho n said plan, thirty (30) reet;
SOUTHEASTERLY by the other half o ald lot 46, on land now or late
of Peter Jones, one h

Be any or all of saig
ever otherwise said premi
or descrited,

sums as may be adv

SOUTHWESTERLY by WEST STRE

See Discharge, B&Z-_P _‘_\fé_f

2urements more or less orhow-
may be bounded, measured

Together with and subject to a right of way ov
mon with land of Peter Jones, onthe southeaster
premises, leading to West Street, sald passaygeway ing shown on a
plan of land of Mapgaret J, Craig, drawn by E, 8,8m urveyor, dated
July 1910, recorded with .uld Deeds at the end of reco ook 3534,
Being the same premises conveyed to me by doed of the Wat

operative Bank, dated May 26, 1934, recorded with said Dead
5823, page 400,
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