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W O R K I N G  S E S S I O N  M E M O R A N D U M  
 
Date: November 19, 2013 

To: Land Use Committee of the Board of Aldermen 

From: Candace Havens, Director of Planning and Development  
 Alexandra Ananth, Chief Planner for Current Planning 
 Daniel Sexton, Senior Planner  

Cc: Petitioner 
  
In response to questions raised at the Land Use Committee public hearing and/or staff technical 
reviews, the Department of Planning and Development is providing the following information for the 
upcoming working session. This information is supplemental to the staff analysis previously provided 
at the public hearing.   
 
PETITION #260-13                                           275 Washington/284-291 Centre Streets 

Request for a parking waiver of 17 parking spaces for a yoga studio. 
 
The Land Use Committee held a public hearing on                
October 15, 2013.   
 

Petition Supplements.  In response to the items requested by the 
Land Use Committee at the public hearing, the petitioner 
submitted the following supplemental information:  

• Building Occupancy:  The petitioner has indicated that the 
building occupancy was 96.2 percent when the parking study 
was completed, which includes Pizzeria Uno. With the 
development of the yoga studio, assuming the pizzeria space is filled by another restaurant, the 
occupancy of the building should be around 97.7 percent. The remaining leasable space is 
presently used by the property management company. 

• New Tenant for Pizzeria Uno:  It is unclear at this time what establishment will replace the 
pizzeria.  According to the property management company, a similar restaurant is being sought 
for the vacant restaurant space. 

• Parking Offset Policies:  According to the petitioner, an incentive program is being considered that 
would provide a membership discount to all customers who attend the studio via alternative 
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modes of transportation.  The petitioner also expects that most customers of the studio will come 
from within the building and the surrounding neighborhood. 

• Parking Stall Dimensions:  Per the approved plans for the on-site parking facility, all the self-park 
parking spaces appear to meet the required dimensional standards of the Newton Zoning 
Ordinance.  Per the approvals granted under Board Order #236-04, which allowed the creation of 
the “Managed Parking System,” waivers to the minimum dimensions of parking stalls and 
maneuvering aisles were granted for those spaces included in the Managed Parking System.  

• Managed Parking System:  The petitioner has indicated that a representative from Taurau One 
Newton Place, LLC, the property owner and manager, will be available at the Working Session to 
answer questions regarding implementation of the Managed Parking System.  As reference, a 
copy of the Board Order #236-04 is enclosed (ATTACHMENT A). 

 

Recommendation.  Based on the information provided by the petitioner, the Department of Planning 
and Development recommends approval with conditions. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  Board Order #236-04 
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