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P U B L I C  H E A R I N G / W O R K I N G  S E S S I O N  M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: February 27, 2015 

MEETING DATE March 3, 2015 

TO: Land Use Committee of the Board of Aldermen 

FROM:  James Freas, Acting Director of Planning and Development  
Alexandra Ananth, Chief Planner for Current Planning 
Stephen Pantalone, Senior Planner  

CC: Petitioner 

In response to questions raised at the Land Use Committee public hearings, and/or staff technical 
reviews, the Planning Department is providing the following information for the upcoming public 
hearing/working session.  This information is supplemental to staff analysis previously provided at the 
public hearing.   

PETITION #360-14  112 Needham Street 

Request for Special Permit/Site Plan Approval to demolish the existing nonconforming building and to 
construct a new 2½-story building, and to waive one parking stall and certain design requirements for 
parking facilities. 

The Land Use Committee (Committee) held a public hearing on February 3, 2015, which was held 
open so that the petitioner could respond to questions/concerns that were raised in the Planning 
Department Memorandum and at the public hearing by the Committee.  

The petitioner met with the Planning Department to discuss alternative materials for the side and 
rear of the proposed building.  The petitioner is proposing a cementitious stucco with v-grooved 
joints material for the façade of the side and rear of the building, as illustrated in the revised plans 
(ATTACHMENT A).  The Planning Department believes that this material is appropriate for this site.  The 
petitioner also provided a comparison of the parking calculation for the proposed office use to a retail 
use, as requested by the Committee (ATTACHMENT B).  The parking requirement for a retail use would 
be nine stalls, whereas the parking requirement for the office use is 11 stalls. 

Recommendation 
Based on the supplemental information provided by the petitioner, the Planning Department believes 
that the petition is complete, and that concerns regarding the façade treatment have been 
addressed. The Planning Department therefore recommends approval with conditions.  

Setti D. Warren 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Department of Planning and Development 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov 

James Freas 
Acting Director 
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ATTACHMENTS 

ATTACHMENT A: Revised Elevations and Photo of the Proposed Material 

ATTACHMENT B: Comparison of the Parking Requirement for an Office and Retail Use 
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ATTACHMENT B






