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Zoning shapes our city. It ensures 
that buildings and uses of land 
promote positive outcomes for the 
community and are consistent with 
the neighborhood context. 

Zoning is the regulation of our built 
environment: types of buildings, 
their locations, and their uses.



• The Zoning Map

• The Zoning 
Ordinance

• Dimensional 
Requirements

• Development and 
Use Standards

• Decision Making 
Processes The Zoning Map divides the city into districts, each of which 

represents a different set of land uses and scales of building 
types.



• The Zoning Map

• The Zoning 
Ordinance

• Dimensional 
Requirements

• Development and 
Use Standards

• Decision Making 
Processes The Zoning Ordinance is the book of rules and regulations for 

how private property lots are divided, how buildings are 
constructed on those lots, and how those buildings are used.



Dimensional Requirements control the dimensions of private 
property lots and the buildings constructed on them, including: 
width and depth of properties, height and overall scale or mass 
of buildings, as well as how far buildings are from the street and 
from neighboring property lines.

• The Zoning Map

• The Zoning 
Ordinance

• Dimensional 
Requirements

• Development and 
Use Standards

• Decision Making 
Processes

A – min. lot area
B – lot coverage
C – frontage
D – open space
E – front setback
F – side setback
G – rear setback
H – height 
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• The Zoning Map

• The Zoning 
Ordinance

• Dimensional 
Requirements

• Development and 
Use Standards

• Decision Making 
Processes •Define it. State Intent. 

• Set standards - Specific application materials, specific 
site layout standards, specific operations standards



• The Zoning Map

• The Zoning 
Ordinance

• Dimensional 
Requirements

• Development and 
Use Standards

• Decision Making 
Processes

Decision Making Processes for applying the zoning rules are 
outlined in the ordinance as well.

Who approves? What 
standards for approval are 
applied? 

City Council 
e.g. Special Permit

Zoning Amendments

Zoning Board of Appeals 
e.g. Variance

Inspectional Services 
Department

e.g. Building Permit



1922 – First zoning code in Newton
1940 – Introduce lot sizes & setbacks
1953 – Increase required lot sizes
1987 – Major reorganization, and 

update to commercial zones
2011 – Zoning Reform Group
2015 – Phase One completed
2018 – Phase Two – TODAY!

Current 
efforts



The Zoning Redesign initiative
aims to create a zoning code that is more 
flexible, predictable, and context-based in 
order to encourage development / 
redevelopment within Newton that is in 
keeping with the city’s celebrated character
while directing growth and economic 
development to the most appropriate 
areas.
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The Zoning Redesign initiative
aims to create a zoning code that is more 

flexible, predictable, and 

context-based in order to encourage 

development / redevelopment within Newton 

that is in keeping with the city’s 
celebrated character while 

directing growth and economic 

development to the most appropriate areas.

















Large Houses



Scale



Height & Massing



Façade Treatment – Windows & Roof Line



Residential Building Types









Flat roofs are an unintended consequence 



Large House Review
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Massing & Façade Treatment



Active Store Fronts 











Lighting



Transitions



Public Open Space
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