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Newton’s Covid-19 Emergency Housing Relief 
Program

 Housing Stabilization Program providing short-term 
assistance with monthly housing costs to those negatively 
impacted by the Covid-19 situation

 Program originally designed to provide up to $2,500/month 
or $7,500 per household over life of program

 Program initiated in June 2020 with goal of providing 3 
months of assistance to households with incomes below 80% 
AMI, with preference given to households below 65% AMI

 Program administered by Metro West Community 
Development (MWCD) using mix of CPA and CDBG funds



Covid-19 Emergency Housing Relief Program in Action
 Program has assisted 226 households (652 people) since July 

2020, including six households in affordable restricted 
homebuyer units

 Average monthly payments are $1,410/household
 50% of participants are people of color
 92% of program participants have incomes below 65% AMI
 55% of program participants have incomes below 30% AMI

FY2020 Income Limits Summary – Newton, MA

Income 
Level

Household Size
1 2 3 4 5

30% AMI $26,850 $30,700 $34,550 $38,350 $41,450

50% AMI $44,800 $51,200 $57,600 $63,950 $69,100

65% AMI $54,145 $61,880 $69,615 $77,350 $83,538

80% AMI $67,400 $77,000 $86,650 $96,250 $103,950



Covid-19 Emergency Housing Relief Program –
Current Status

 $2.1 million spent to date out of the $2.5 million originally 
allocated

 Program has been expanded twice – first to provide 6 
months of assistance in September 2020 and then to 8 
months in December 2020

 The 154 participants who entered the program in July 2020 
will leave in February 2021 despite little or no improvement 
in economic situation

 Program must stop taking in new applications in February
 Estimated total number of participating households: 227



Current Funding Request
 85% of all program households remain active 

participants as the economic impacts of the pandemic 
on their households have not improved 

 Requesting an additional $1.2 million in CPA 
Community Housing Funds to extend the program 
through June 2021

 Additional funding allows program to provide a full 12 
months of assistance to majority of program 
participants

 New Applicants will be accepted through April 2020

 Estimated total number of participating households: 
285



Funding Sources and Amounts

Original Program Funding
CPA Funding  $2,000,000
CDBG Funding  $500,000  
Total Original Funding $2,500,000

Additional CPA Funding Requested:  $1,200,000
Total Program Funding: $3,700,000

Note: Additional funding to be used only for housing payment 
distributions. Any new administrative expenses will come out of 
funding approved in original CPA program allocation



Outreach and Marketing 
Outreach and Marketing efforts have continued non-stop since the 
start of the program including:

 City of Newton COVID-19-Response website pages 
 Regular announcement in Mayor Fuller’s email blasts and other relevant 

outreach platforms 
 School Department email blast to all Newton Public School families 
 City of Newton Planning Department Friday Report
 Newton TAB
 Email outreach to non-profit organizations in Newton and surrounding 

communities, including, but not limited to: Boys & Girls Club, Family 
ACCESS, Plowshares, NCDF, REACH, The Second Step, Riverside 
Community Care, Barry Price Center, YMCA

 Email outreach to local employers and Newton Needham Chamber of 
Commerce and neighborhood/community list serves 



Outreach and Marketing in Other Languages



Questions & Discussion

 Thank you!
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