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WELCOME TO  
HISTORIC NEWTON’S 
2021 NEWTON HOUSE TOUR, 
SPECIAL EDITION!
For the past 37 years, Historic Newton has celebrated Newton’s rich architectural 
heritage through our Newton House Tour. In this video format, we are delighted 
and honored to bring the story of Maud Howard Brodrick out of obscurity and give 
it the scholarship and public exposure it deserves. Laura Fitzmaurice, our House 
Tour Committee Chair and an architectural historian, discovered Maud when a 
friend sent her an old ad from the Newton Graphic for a “woman-planned home” 
and she became intrigued.

As Laura’s research progressed, it became clear that Maud and her company, Brodrick 
Bros., had a major impact on our local landscape. Also Maud’s story stands out as 
unusual in American history at this time. Thank you, Laura for sharing this fascinating  
discovery! And thanks also to the owners willing to open their homes for the video 
tours that you will be watching.

For this Encore Presentation of the Newton House Tour, not only do we show 
homes that Maud Brodrick designed, we also add a panel discussion that builds  
on Brodrick’s identity as a pioneering woman. The “Groundbreaking Women  
of Newton” on our panel each bring a dynamic perspective to the topic of women’s 
leadership in the 21st century. 

This House Tour Encore Presentation would not be possible without our sponsor, 
S+H Construction, as well as the lead sponsor of the House Tour, The Village Bank. 
We thank them and encourage you to patronize their businesses.

Enjoy this inside look at four lovingly preserved historic houses from the safety of 
your own home. We hope to welcome you inside Newton’s spectacular homes again 
in the future.

 

Lisa S. Dady, Director

Photo by Shelly Harrison 
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Detail from a mural painted by James King Bonnar in a Maud Brodrick home



Your renovation isn’t complete until 
the art is on the walls...

238 Newbury Street . Boston . MA . 02116
617.536.6176  . info@vosegalleries.com

w w w. v o s e g a l l e r i e s . c o mG a l l e r i e s

V o s e Fine American Art for Six Generations

EST 1841 LLC



info@catchlightpainting.com
(617) 734-1696

www.catchlightpainting.com

Proud Sponsor  
of Historic Newton



Proud to support
Historic Newton

BROOKLINEBANK.COM

MEMBER FDIC

A DESTINATION 

RESOURCE FOR 

WEDDING, 

HOUSEWARMING, 

HOSTESS GIFTS 

AND MORE

343 WATERTOWN ST

NEWTON

617.244.3510

GREENTAILTABLE.COM
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A thoroughly self-made woman, Maud 
Brodrick overcame daunting circumstances 
to build about 200 homes in Newton, 
Wellesley, and other Boston-area suburbs. 
In 1893 she was born Maud Howard 
Townley in Ashton-Under-Lyne, a town 
located outside of Manchester, England, 
where the industries were cotton spinning, 
weaving, and coal mining. Her mother, 
Elizabeth, worked as a ring spinner in a 
cotton mill. Maud’s father, Edwin, was 
a carpenter. Maud left school after sixth 
grade and worked in a cigarette factory,  
a department store, and a cotton mill.

Maud’s father moved to the United States 
in 1906 to seek a better life and sent for 

Maud and her younger sister in 1909. Their mother had joined Edwin the year 
before. They eventually settled on Taft Avenue in West Newton. After the move, 
Maud held a series of jobs, including one at the Waltham Watch factory. On the 
side she designed and made hats for her co-workers, which she sold for a dollar. 

Maud was working in a shop that sold millinery when she met her future husband, Walter 
Brodrick, through friends. They eloped on November 7, 1916. Walter turned out to be 
the perfect husband for Maud. With his help, she was able to build a fulfilling career.

A few years later, the Brodricks moved into a house built for them at 130 Randlett Park 
in West Newton. Maud’s first taste of the real estate business happened by chance when a 
friend asked Maud to show a home to a prospective buyer and she made the sale. Elated, 
Maud and Walter began a part-time real estate business while Walter continued in his 
main job selling advertising space in the Boston Herald. Maud began designing and building 
homes in 1923. She and Walter chose the name Brodrick Bros. for their business 
because people expected construction companies to be male-owned and operated.

Maud learned the building trades by working with her father, who had become a 
housebuilder. An article in the Boston Herald in the 1940s reported that Maud “supervised 
crews of workmen as well as working at designing, and still can do almost everything 
connected with building a house except pour cement.” On her own, Maud also studied 
books on architecture and construction. With this excellent training she ran Brodrick 
Bros. – sketching out designs, hiring architects to draft the formal plans, employing 
workers, and overseeing construction.

A WOMAN WITH AN 
ENDURING VISION
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Around 1930, in the early years of the Great Depression, Maud purchased land on 
Allerton Road and Centre Street in Newton and started an intense building campaign. 
This kept many workers employed during the Depression. Maud also decided this was the 
time to begin advertising on a grand scale. Her main theme was the superiority of houses 
designed by a woman. It was a brilliant marketing move, as these homes continued to sell. 
A frequently used tagline was: “Woman Planned – Woman Supervised – Brodrick Built.”

Maud also developed Manor House Road in Newton between 1932 and 1934, designing 
brick homes in the Tudor, French Eclectic, and Colonial styles. Many of her inspirations 
came from her English childhood and from a sketching tour of England and France that 
she took in 1936.

Maud’s most ambitious homes, located in Cliff Estates in Wellesley Hills, helped establish 
Wellesley’s reputation as a well-planned town of elegant and gracious estates. Maud 
designed and built 14 magnificent homes here from 1935 to 1938. Maud’s and Walter’s 
strategy of selling high-end homes to wealthy buyers during the Depression worked until 
the bank foreclosed on Pondbrook, a baronial estate Maud had developed. This forced her 
into bankruptcy and ended her building career. After that, from time to time Maud sold a 
house, but she essentially retired. She and Walter stayed in Newton, had a summer house 
in Rhode Island, and enjoyed spending time with their grandchildren. Family members 
continued Brodrick Bros. as a brokerage until the early 1990s.

Maud Brodrick’s European-inspired homes with well-proportioned rooms and functional 
layouts have withstood the test of time. The houses you will see on today’s tour retain almost 
all of their original features. The owners, appreciating the quality of Maud’s designs, 
have adapted their homes for modern life with care and sensitivity.





CAMBRIDGE | CAPE COD & ISLANDS
617 621-1455

www.LDa-Architects.com

Greg Premru Photography

WELLESLEY ~ EDGARTOWN
DANGORDON.COM
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A New York stock market crash in October 1929 touched 
off the Great Depression, an economic slump that lasted 
through most of the 1930s. Businesses and banks failed, 
leading to massive unemployment. Life in Newton at 
this time reflected the despair and uncertainty in the rest 
of the country.

After Franklin D. Roosevelt became president in 1933, 
all U.S. banks were forced to temporarily close so that 
government regulations could help prevent future 
failures. Newton banks that reopened, including 
Newton Centre Savings Bank and West Newton Savings 
Bank, advertised to attract customers. They noted that 
savings would be safe and grow over time. Safe deposit 
boxes were also advertised.

In January 1934, a volunteer group that named itself 
the Newton Welfare Bureau, advertised the need for 
donations of blankets, bedding and warm clothing. 
In October of that year, the Newton Graphic reported 
that 276 Newtonians were receiving local welfare aid 
due to unemployment. The story also noted that  
federal funds helped provide relief to others.

The Great Depression also affected leisure time.  
The Norumbega Park amusement park in Auburndale, 
which opened in 1897, closed its open-air theater, 
which wasn’t making a profit, in 1930. The space was 
transformed into the Totem Pole Ballroom as a way to 
attract new customers. At the Penny Arcade area in the park, bags of flour, coffee, and 
sugar were given as prizes to those who won the games of skill and chance – far more useful 
than stuffed animals.

The Federal Works Progress Administration created jobs that brought workers to Newton. 
Federal crews built a skating rink in Edmands Park. The WPA also hired Maurice Compris 
to create a three-part mural dedicated to the memory of Lt. Stafford Leighton Brown, a 
Newton High School graduate who died in France in 1918 during World War I. The mural 
was first installed in the original Newton High School's "classical" building. The mural’s 
restored panels are currently displayed at the current Newton North High School.

Though many people could not afford to purchase homes in the 1930s, Maud Brodrick 
managed to find buyers for the homes she built. It is a testament to her marketing genius 
that her business succeeded at a time when so many failed.

NEWTON DURING 
THE GREAT DEPRESSION



ARCHITECTURE + INTERIOR DESIGN
617.744.6399 | WWW.SLOCUMHALLDESIGN.COM
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TUDOR REVIVAL
Tudor architecture was popular throughout England during the Tudor 
dynasty, which began in 1485 and lasted until Elizabethan architecture 
took over around 1558. While the Tudor Revival style later became popular 
in the U.S. from the 1890s to the 1920s, it is quite different from the 
original Tudor style. Tudor Revival houses are characterized by both 
Renaissance and Gothic elements, half-timbered exteriors, cross gables, 
steep roofs, patterned stonework or brickwork, and prominent chimneys. 
The style later faded away around World War II, when a resurgence of 
patriotism encouraged more American styles, especially Colonial Revival.

STYLE GUIDE

1. For a British perspective on the history of Tudor architecture, 
visit https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-
england/tudors/architecture

2. A quick video overview of Tudor architecture may be found  
in this Better Homes and Gardens video on YouTube.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGmMgpYY8kk

LE
A

R
N

 M
O

R
E

!

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/tudors/architecture
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/tudors/architecture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGmMgpYY8kk
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FRENCH ECLECTIC
This style encompasses architectural elements from many regions of France. 
French Eclectic became popular in the early 20th century, especially after 
many American soldiers traveled to France in World War I and saw homes in 
the countryside. Its popularity continued into the 1940s. Most of these homes 
have tall, steeply pitched hipped roofs and flared eaves. Many have second story 
windows which break through the roofline to create dormers with either hipped 
or arched roofs. Here are some common variations of this style:

Provencal (also called Symmetrical) reflects 
the Provence region of France, known for its 
Mediterranean climate and scenery. In general, 
Provencal architecture is characterized by large,  
airy rooms that embody rustic simplicity through  
the use of natural material, exposed bricks, patinated 
wood floors, and ceiling beams. The cool pastels and 
neutral color palettes of Provencal houses also make 
them especially appropriate as summer houses.

Asymmetrical (also called Chateau) homes look 
similar to Provencal, but with asymmetrical facades 
and off-center main doors.

Towered (also called Norman Cottage), homes inspired 
by farmhouses in Normandy and Brittany, feature a 
rounded tower and a conical roof.

1. The Provencal House: Architecture and Interiors, a book by Johanna 
Thornycroft and Andreas Von Einsiedel (Harry N. Abrams) contains 
beautiful photos and descriptions.

2. A historical perspective on the French Eclectic style may be found on 
homereference.net. https://homereference.net/french-eclectic/

3. The Antique Home website gives a good summary of French Eclectic 
elements at http://www.antiquehome.org/Architectural-Style/
french-eclectic.htm
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https://homereference.net/
https://homereference.net/french-eclectic/
http://www.antiquehome.org/Architectural-Style/french-eclectic.htm
http://www.antiquehome.org/Architectural-Style/french-eclectic.htm


Bartlett Tree Experts 
bartlett.com 
781.622.5980

Brookline Bank 
brooklinebank.com 
617.243.3070

Cabot's Ice Cream  
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cabots.com 
617.964.9200

Catchlight Painting, Inc. 
catchlightpainting.com 
617.734.1696

Crowley Cottrell 
crowleycottrell.com 
617.338.8400

Dan Gordon 
Landscape Architects 
dangordon.com 
781.237.5751

Green Newton 
greennewton.org 
617.965.1995

Greentail Table 
greentailtable.com 
617.244.3510

Hampden Design + 
Construction 
hampdendesign.com 
617.969.1112

Jamie Genser, Coldwell Banker 
jamiegenserrealestate.com 
617.731.2447

Jan Gleysteen Architects, Inc. 
jangleysteeninc.com 
781.431.0080

Juan Carlos Caruso 
Landscaping 
juancarloscarusolandscaping.weebly.com 
617.678.8488

Karen Sebastian LLC  
Landscape Architecture 
karensebastianllc.com 
617.529.6719

Laura Kuhn Design Consultation 
laurakuhndesign.com 
617.616.5069

LDa Architecture and Interiors 
lda-architects.com 
617.621.1455

Lewis Interiors Boston 
lewisinteriorsboston.com 
617.367.0731

Metropolitan 
metcabinet.com 
800.698.8999

Michael S. Coffin 
Landscape Construction 
michaelscoffin.com 
508.293.4244

2020 NEWTON HOUSE TOUR 
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Newton-Wellesley Hospital 
nwh.org 
617.243.6000

ProSpray Insulation 
prosprayinsul.com 
617.332.1236

S+H Construction, Inc. 
shconstruction.com 
617.876.8286

Sage Builders, LLC 
sagebuilders.com 
617.965.5272

Schnee Architects, Inc. 
schneearch.com 
617.630.1900

Signal Graphics 
signalgraphics.net 
617.332.4414

Slocum Hall Design Group 
slocumhalldesign.com 
617.744.6399

Story Trust 
storytrust.com 
617.755.3283

SunBug Solar 
sunbugsolar.com 
617.500.3938

The Village Bank 
village-bank.com 
617.527.6090

Vose Galleries 
vosegalleries.com 
617.536.6176
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617.244.6050
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HISTORIC NEWTON SUPPORTERS
Historic Newton gratefully acknowledges the following donors, members, and sponsors who 
made contributions between between October 1, 2019 and September 30, 2020.

$10,000+
400 Years of African American 
History Commission
Marietta Marchitelli
Massachusetts Cultural Council
Preservation Massachusetts / 1772 Foundation
The Village Bank

$5,000 - $9,999
Catchlight Painting
Mass Humanities
Steven Snider

$2,500 - $4,999
Lawrence and Martha Bauer
Sheila and Charles Donahue
Russel Feldman and Anne Kane
Lee and Jean Fisher
Ivan and Veronique Kugener
LDa Architecture & Interiors
Anne and Bob Larner
Newton-Wellesley Hospital
Mr. Ivan Matviak and Ms. Heidi Gardner
Jean and Edward Notis-McConarty
Peter and Barbara Terris
Webster Bank

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Margaret Avery and Selig Broitman
Roger and Ann Avery
James Bryant and Stuart Sadick
Juan Carlos Caruso Landscaping
Carl M. Cohen and Suzanne Cohen
Crowley Cottrell Landscape Architecture
Sarah and Jeffrey Ecker
Jamie Genser
Harmony Foundation of Newton
Candace Havens and James Renning
Susie Heyman
W. Jeffrey Hughes and Nancy Stauffer
Paula and Mark Jacoff
Marcia Johnson
Barry and Laura Korobkin
Treff and Jody LaFleche
Mr. Harry O. Lohr, Jr. and Ms. Judith Karp
Frederick T. Miller and Kathryn E. Cade
Dorothy Mohr

Bartlett Tree Experts
Ms. Geraldine Ann Pelczar
The Rowe Family Charitable Trust
Richard D. Urell
Vose Galleries, LLC
Jay Walter and Joan Mullen
Watertown Savings Bank

$500 - $999
Robert Avery
Walter and Rosalind Bernheimer
Ms. Lucy Caldwell-Stair and Dr. Thomas Stair
Dan Gordon Landscape Architects
Laurel Farnsworth
Shawna Giggey-Mashal and Robert Mashal
Richard Alfred and Lynn Goldsmith
Phebe and Louis Goodman
Liz Hiser and Charlie Hoban
Sarah and Steven Kish
Roger and Janet Lehrberg
Dr. Paul and Mrs. Brooke Lipsitt
Metropolitan Cabinets & Countertops
Deborah and Timothy Moore
John and Mary Morganti
Schnee Architects, Inc.
SunBug Solar
Yale Appliance

$250 - $499
Walter Beebe-Center
Brookline Bank
Ann Buxbaum
Kevin Callans and Bob Yardley
Coggins Family Fund
Brian Conlon
Christopher Coy
Michelle and Sean Crowley
Suzanne and Mike Cuccurullo
Jenifer M. Cullen
Chris Dallmus AIA
Peter Dimond and Elizabeth Preston
Ms. Laura Fitzmaurice
Elizabeth and James Gagnon
Greentail Table
Sarah Guadagno
Timothy Hall and Marcy Crary
Ted and Anne Hess-Mahan

18



Karen Sebastian LLC Landscape Architecture
Ellen Jane Katz and Jay P. Werb
Brendan Keegan
Susan Landay
Laura Kuhn Design Consulting
Stella Lee and Victor Chin
William Leitch
Lewis Interiors Boston
Jennifer and Tom McGinn
Andrea and Russel Pergament
West Suburban YMCA
Nancy Prince and Chris Anschuetz
Pro Spray Insulation
Ms. Patricia Rowe
Susan and Alan Schlesinger
Anne Snelling-Lee
Lynne and Patrick Sullivan
Paul Wilson and Mary Donchez

$100 - $249
Anonymous
Frederick and AnnaMaria Abernathy
Chandra Adams
Kathy and Lou Altieri
Jonathan and Rosemary Avery
David and Theresa Banash
Richard Belkin
Martha and Bob
Brian Bigler
Mr. Robert M. Bloom  
and Ms. Christina Jameson
Boston Development Group
Elaine Adler Bresnick
Ms. Jane A. Brown
Timothy and Cary Burr
Sandy and John Butzel
Barbara Carboni
Micéal and Nancie Chamberlain
Leon and Bethel
Michael Collier and Nyssa Patten
Ellen and Lindsay Cook
Audrey Cooper
William Cowan
Councilor Victoria Danberg and Mr. John Ficarelli
Duane and Tatiana Downey
James and Jana Draper
Melinda Drew
Ann and Alan Eisenberg
Mark and Janet Zerlin Fagan
Henry and Judith Feldman
Linda and Harvey Fenton
Kathie and Bruce Fieldman
Henry and Pat Finch

Michael Flaherty
Laura Foote
C. Bernard and Carol Fulp
Kevin and Jane Galli
Peter Gittleman
Ellen and Rich Glanz
Andrew and Kimberly Gluck
Drs. Steven and Mary Goldring
Barbara Gore
Laura and Roger Gray
Green Newton
Katherine Grenzeback and Ronan Wolfsdorf
Alyssa and Joseph Haggerty
Tom and Marnie
Maxine Hart
Ms. Adrienne Hartzell Knudsen
Robert B. Hollister and Kimberly A. Shanks
Tom and Karen
Virginia Inglis
Mrs. Elizabeth Jakubowski
C. Peter and Donna J. Johnson
Sarah May and Doug Johnston
Ron Joseph
Suzanne and Peter Kalil
Constance and William Kantar
Cyndy and Stuart Karon
Daniel and Sharon Kleitman
Aaron and Cynthia Knox
Kate Haigney Krims and Michael Bronnert                      
Councilor Marc and Mrs. Roberta Laredo
Betsy Leavitt
Normand and Margaret LeBlanc
Sandra Levine
Debbe Lewis
Councilor Julia Malakie
Lorna Martin
Sandra Marwill and James Jampel
Douglas and Deane McCraith
Michael S. Coffin Landscape Construction
William Miracky
Lisa Monahan and Andy Levine
Jessica Mosher
Tess Myers and Mark Jrolf
Quy Nguyen
David and Nancy Northrup
Alexander and Alexis Notopoulos
Maureen Oates
Amelia and Jason Oliver
1630 Installations
Joseph Paley
Bill and Mary Margaret Pappas
Kathleen and Byron Parrish
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($100 - $249 CONTINUED)
Richard and Beverly Peiser
Gerry and Ina Regosin
Peter and Rachel Rosenbaum
Leonard and Patricia Rosenthal
Cheryl and Jeff Sacks
Steven Sass
Shirley Saunders
Edward and Gloria Schluntz
Charlotte Seeley
Ann and Ira Seskin
Adele Shapiro
Ronald and Linda Sharpin
Ms. Carol Ann Shea
Diane and Matthew Shufro
David and Emily Shumsky
Signal Graphics Printing
Anne and Howard Sills
Sandy Simpson and Ken King
Ms. Donna Sirutis
Nancy Snidman and James Cant
Su Casa Designs
David and Lisa Swartz
Laurie S. Swett
Deborah and Christopher Terman
Beth and Gerry Tishler
Keith and Susan
Michael and Ellen Louise Tucci
Charles Valentine and Mary Beth Maisel
Ivana and Luke van Hengel Bunatova
Garrett and Jan van Siclen
Tova Wein
Duscha Scott Weisskopf
Bette A. White
Ms. Margaret M. Winslow
Judy and Jack Wittenberg
Isaiah and Mary Susan
Alex and Polina Zatsman
Marc and Victoria Zissman

UP TO $99
Anonymous
Ms. Jean Acheson
Lisa Adams and Roger Rowley
Norman and Mary Ellen Adams
Joseph and Sylvia Apelbaum
Councilor Lisle and Sally Baker
Richard Bankhead
Robin Barber
Tim DelGrande and Kathy Barnes
Diane Becker
Mel S. Berger

Mr. Victor L. Berman
John and Tamara Bliss
Sue and Karl Bottigheimer
Melissa Brodrick
Dan and Julia Brody
Barry and Judith Caplan
Ms. Beth Capstick
Dr. John Carey
Kenneth and Mary Carpenter
Walter and Bonnie Carter
Stephen Casentini
Tracy Matthews
T Cohen
Jacqueline Colby
David Cook
Elizabeth Cook
Marcia Cooper and Jeffrey Rosenberg
Frances and Michael Crocetta
Lisa Dady
John and Sheila Deming
Marian Dioguardi and John Borchard
Mrs. Evelyn Doherty
Mr. Paul Eldrenkamp and Ms. Anne Bark
Ms. Gail Elson
Andrew and Karen Epstein
Terry and Ann Esvelt
Jini Fairley
Lee Farrington
Robert and Margaret Faulkner
Leslie A. Finck
Dianne Finkelstein
Ms. Sheila Flint
Katherine Flynn
John and Julia Fox
Tom and Natasha Fox
Court Freeman
Michelle Freshman
Robert and Rochelle Friedman
Rogelio A. P. Fussa and Kara A. Morin
Beryl Gilfix
Bruce and Mina Gillers
David Goddeau and Jennifer Bell
Frances and John Godine
Carolyn Ferris Gombosi
Allyson Gray
Elizabeth and Hugh Gray
Mark Gray
Elin Graydon
Carolyn Greenspon
Alex V. Griswold and Robin McElheny
Rachel Hackney
Laurie Halloran
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Rona Hamada
Ms. Susan Haule
Charles and Joan Hawley
Ms. Liz Hedstrom
Cathy Heller
Mr. Leonard Henkin
Anna Hitchner
Kristin and Edward Holson
Joseph Hunter and Esther Schlorholtz
Beverly and John Hurney
Robert and Alice Ingerson
Cyrisse and Barry Jaffee
Robert and Dahlia Jampol
Keith Jones
Justice Pottery
Benjy Kantor
Kenneth and Nancy Kantor
Ms. Ellen Kaplan
Patricia Kellogg and Herbert Brody
Ms. Nancy J. Kelly
Naomi Krasner
Teresa Kvietkauskas
Lori and Eric Lass
Elsa and Thompson Lawrence
Tracey Leger-Hornby and Rick Hornby
Paul Levitt
Ms. Wendy Lewis
Larry Liberfarb
Philip and Sharon Lichtman
Russell and Nancy Lightman
Mary Litterst
Iolanda Low
Kirsten Lundberg and Alex Beam
Ms. Judith Makrauer
Ms. Marian F. D. Mandell-Jacobson
George E. and Margaret Mansfield
Donald Mariano
Marcia Martin
Honor McClellan
Josephine McNeil
Wanda McSmith
Susan Megerman
Bronwyn M. Mellquist and M. Roe Smith
Mrs. Dragica Mijailovic
Jill Blum and Michael Millis
Krysten Morganti
Regina Mullen
Rosemarie Mullin
Carol Anne Myers
Newton Tree Conservancy
Richard and Angela Nielsen

Michael and Mariann Nogrady
Michael Norman
Michele Norman
Jane P. O'Hern
Robert and Frances Osten
Susan and Martin Paley
Cheryl Pappas
Ellen and Stephen Parker
Jonathan Parsons
Katheleen Pasek
Robert and Lesley Perlman
Loumona June Petroff
Sally Pian
Victoria Pierce
Ronald Polito
Marion and David Pollock
Marion Pressley
Marian Rambelle
John Rattigan
Sandy Renna
Brian Robinson
John and Pam Rodman
Dr. R. Elizabeth Roebuck
Ms. Arlene D. Rubin
Aina Rysbayeva
Kay Sachs
Amy and Edward Schneider
Barkley Shafer
Beatrice and Norman Shapero
Ms. Deborah Simmerman
Rebekah Smillie and Jonathan Axon
Lisa Sowle Cahill and Larry Cahill
Joyce Spencer
Donald and Linda Stanton
Jane and Thomas Starkman
Amanda Stauffer and Jason Park
Robin Stein
Carol and Bernard Stollar
Jean and Peter Stringham
Anne and Tim Swager
Jeffrey and Linda Swope
Stanley and Lee Tam
David and Beth Taylor
Phyllis Thompson
Kathleen and Ted Wade
Dolly Wallace
Helen Waters
Gretchen Weismann
Wilma and Joseph Wetterstrom



A Family Business Since 1984

Hand-Crafted in Massachusetts

781-949-8900 METCABINET.COM

NORWOOD                    NATICK                            WATERTOWN                WAKEFIELD

*View our work at the 31 Williams Street home*

WELLESLEY ~ EDGARTOWN
DANGORDON.COM



Call 877.BARTLETT (877.227.8538) or visit BARTLETT.COM   

We’re Bartlett Tree Experts, a 100+ year old tree and shrub 
company with global reach and local roots. Our services include:

   •  Tree & Shrub Pruning    •  Cabling & Bracing

   •   Prescription Fertilization  •   Insect & Disease Management

    •  Lightning Protection  •   Root Invigoration

HampdenDesign+Construction

Additions, Renovations, and Custom Homes
Newton, MA  |  617-969-1112  |  www.HampdenDesign.com
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Lisa Dady 
Director

Kate Bresee 
Weekend Manager

Anna Cheung 
Business Manager

Cynthia Cowan 
Durant-Kenrick Manager 
and Anne Larner Educator

Ronnie Dooley 
Museum Assistant

Sara Goldberg 
Archivist

Benjy Kantor 
Director of Development

Kelsey Archer Merriam 
Education Manager

Vanessa Pierre-Louis 
Weekend Assistant

Clara Silverstein 
Community Engagement Manager

Marya Van’t Hul 
Collections Manager

Mariah Crowley 
Kate Petterson 
Antoine Trombino-Aponte 
Museum Educators

SPECIAL THANKS
Sarah Lawson (S+H), Encore Presentation Sponsor

The gracious homeowners who opened their homes for the videos

The panelists who participated in our discussion of  
"Groundbreaking Women of Newton":

Suzanne Abair
Ritah Nakandi
Pamela W. Hawkes
Bridget Ray-Canada
Laura Fitzmaurice, Introduction
Clara Silverstein, Moderator

Cabin 3 Media (tour videos)

Carrie Chatterson Studio (graphic design)

Maud Brodrick’s granddaughters, Elizabeth "Lee" Cook and Susan Brodrick

Grace Huang (research intern)

Antoine Trombino-Aponte (voice-overs)

HISTORIC NEWTON STAFF



We’ll make them (and you) look great.

617-332-4414
441 Centre Street • Newton Corner, MA

Bring us your biggest and brightest ideas.



In Loving Memory
Kay Sachs, a much-loved, long-term member of the House Tour 
Committee, passed away in January. Born and raised in Alaska 
more than 90 years ago, Kay grew up feisty, independent, and 
fearless in moving to new places and making friends wherever 
she went. She volunteered for house tours in Rochester, NY and 
Essex, CT. When she moved to Newton to be near her son and 
his family, she brought her expertise to us. We will miss you, Kay.



Join hundreds of residents working for 
environmental protection and energy 
conservation by collaborating with City 
government, schools and businesses.

Become a Member  ·  Join Our Mailing List          GreenNewton.org 30

31 Gloucester Street, 2F
Boston, MA  02115

(617) 367-0731 
lewisinteriorsboston@gmail.com

@lewisinteriorsboston



YOUR HOME IS PART 
OF NEWTON’S HISTORY!
Show it off with an historic house marker.  

Let us research your home’s history! 
Details and applications at newtonma.gov/historicmarker

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 617-796-1450

http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/historic/rentshop/historic_house_markers.asp


29

During the 1930s, the electric refrigerator-freezer 
became a widely used appliance, giving rise to a 
new array of chilled salads, sandwich fillings, and 
desserts. Though homemakers economized during 
the Great Depression by making their own meals, 
snack foods including Twinkies, Tootsie Pops, and  
Ritz crackers also hit the shelves during this decade. 
When Prohibition ended in 1933, people celebrated 
with martinis and other cocktails.

These recipes will give you a taste of the time period 
when Maud Brodrick designed and built homes. Make 
them as you settle in to watch the House Tour videos!

CHEESE CRACKERS
Mix 4 tablespoons of softened butter with 2 tablespoons of grated cheese, preferably 
Edam. Spread the mixture generously on crackers and sprinkle paprika on top. 
Toast a golden brown and serve hot. Be careful not to burn [if using an oven rack, 
place foil underneath to catch drips of melted butter]. Makes about 12 crackers.

Courtesy of Mrs. Arthur Lane, Past President Newton Federation of Women's Clubs in "A President's Cook 
Book," published by the West Newton Women's Educational Club in 1930.

LEMON-GINGER FIZZ (NON-ALCOHOLIC)
Put a spoonful of lemon sherbet in a tall glass and fill with ginger ale. Serves 1.

Courtesy of Miss Constance Dort, President, Juniors of West Newton Women's Educational Club in  
"A President's Cook Book," published by the West Newton Women's Educational Club in 1930.

WARD EIGHT (CHOSEN A TOP 10 COCKTAIL OF THE YEAR 
BY ESQUIRE MAGAZINE IN 1934)
This drink supposedly originated at Locke-Ober restaurant in Boston as a way 
to celebrate local politician Martin Lomasney’s win of Ward Eight (an area that 
included Boston’s West End at the time) in an election.

Juice of ½ lemon
1 teaspoon powdered sugar
1 teaspoon grenadine
2 ounces whiskey

Place all ingredients in a cocktail shaker. Add cracked ice and shake well. Strain into 
an 8 ounce stem glass with two cubes of ice, a slice of orange, lemon, and a cherry. 
Serve with straws [optional]. Makes 1 drink.

Adapted from Old Mr. Boston’s Deluxe Official Bartender’s Guide, published by Mr. Boston Distiller, Inc., 1935

SURE-FIRE SNACKS 
FROM THE 1930S



Join our dedicated community of 
members! Your support allows us not only 
to plan for our long-term growth during 
this extraordinary time by broadening 
our online "Museum Without Walls" 
programming, but also to refresh our 
exhibits, and to ensure our school and 
youth initiatives continue to grow.

Visit us online at newtonma.gov/
VirtualMuseum and sign up to receive  
our email newsletter.

Membership gets you access to 
all these benefits and more!

• Free admission to our museums  
when they can safely reopen

• Free or discounted admission to 
public programs and events, like  
our annual House Tour

• Invitations to virtual events and  
online exhibits

• Subscription to Historic Newton’s  
award-winning newsletter

• Discount on purchases in our  
online Museum Shop

BECOME A MEMBER OF HISTORIC NEWTON!

Join today at newtonma.gov/HNmembership to bring Historic Newton into 2021!

http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/historic/events/museum_without_walls.asp
http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/historic/events/museum_without_walls.asp
http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/historic/support/member.asp


31

PANEL 
DISCUSSION 
PREVIEW
Our panel discussion, “Groundbreaking Women  
of Newton,” takes place Sunday, May 23 at 3:00 p.m.  
If you purchased a ticket, the Zoom link will be 
included in the email information that we send  
to you.

Each panelist will present her own perspective on  
the challenges of being a groundbreaking woman.  
We will invite your questions afterwards. 

PANELISTS

Laura Fitzmaurice (introduction) 
Architectural Designer; Chair, Newton House Tour Committee

Suzanne Abair 
President/COO, Northland, and Co-Owner/President, Atlanta Dream 
(WNBA)

Ritah Nakandi 
Founder/CEO, Afri-root Collective; Co-founder, Meetcaregivers

Pamela W. Hawkes 
Architect, FAIA; Principal, Scattergood Design; Principal, Restoration 
and Expansion, Historic Newton's Durant-Kenrick House and Grounds

Bridget Ray-Canada 
Member, Newton School Committee; Co-Founder, Newton Coalition  
of Black Residents; Senior Global Supply Chain Strategy Manager, 
Cabot Corporation



DON’T DELAY 
THE CARE 
YOU NEED



Boston, Framingham & Hanover
www.yaleappliance.com

617-825-9253

Sales • Delivery • Install • Service



PROUD TO SUPPORT 
THE HISTORIC NEWTON HOUSE TOUR

©2020 Coldwell Banker Realty. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the 
Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks 
owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

1375 Beacon Street | Brookline, MA 02446 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com

J A M I E 
G E N S E R

Premier Associate, REALTOR®
617.515.5152 

Jamie.Genser@NEMoves.com
JamieGenserRealEstate.com

Follow me on     @jamiegenserrealestate

JAMIE GENSER



4.5” x 7.5”
Historic Newton House Tour

Auburndale • Newton Centre • Newton Highlands • Newtonville
Nonantum • Waban • Wayland • West Newton

www.village–bank.com
Customer Care Center (617) 969-4300

Member FDIC | Member SIF
NMLS# 408536

Thank you, Historic Newton, for bringing us the legacy of our community,  
and helping us listen to the stories of historic homes.

—  Julia Morgan 
American architect

“My buildings will be my legacy… 
they will speak for me 
long after I’m gone.”


