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(Transcribed from a phar.ostatio cOF.! of the origi.;al printed sketch) 

A BlUEl' AUTOBlOOP.APlUCAL SKETCH. 

:r.a:'8pared on request of my sons ,and read a,t a famil,y 

gathering on my 90th birthday, Dec. 23, 1888. 

Dear Jobn.- You ask me to make a brief sketch of my business life, 

and in a hasty way I lIill do so. But I will iirst say sO!ilElt.hing of 

._ articles of a. business creed 11lhich I adopted ver-y ear~ in llfiI 
., 

career. and then give sorae account of my tather and mother. It;y business 

creed Wa.8 as f'011(];'IB:­

lo'1'o-be-aJ.;;ays guided by What ~;as equii>able and just !!l itselt. 
whether- in aocord with external law or not. 

2. 	In cases of doubt Bl !!!1£ 2!!!l minrl. to go against rrrysel1'; thus 
establishing in ms the reign g£ justice. 

3. 	To say or do nothing injurious to the reputation of others, 

unless ct;lDlpEllled to do so by the laws of use ami duty. 


4. 	Never to take offence a.t candid criticism, but rather LO seek 
it as a means of lmowing m,yself. 

,. To devote m::1 ille to the greatest use I could perform to 

Society. 


In corroboration of this creed I will. here make an aKtract iI'Olll a 

letter to my hrothllr Richard, written \~hen he lias a lJlinOr:_ 

"As to money, ;you can .ma..!(e enough anywhere if your health is 

good. The <,'Uostion is, Haw = ;you make yourself' most use­

ful to the oo!'l1ll1.1.lllity :i.n ",hitch you live·l If this is the place 

you really wish to find, Divine Providence will lead you to 

it; and that is the place, whether rioh or poor, :in which you 

will be most happy yourself and most. u!;eful to others." . 


liy 	fa.ther-, ;your grandfather, wa.s born iii lancaster, mss., the son 

of 	a farmer, and one, I think, of' tour sons. Baiore marriage. 'When a 



·i' 

;young man. he wont, into the woods i\''1 f~fIl1 Hampshire, -,;here land was to 

be bad tor little more than the expense of clearing. -and cleared fDr 

himself' e. £arm. Some thirty yea1's after, I went with him to Bee it. 
, 

It. was then worth. with a small hOllse upon it. abaat \12.000. But when 

he came to be en/l:aged to be ma.rried. ll\1 moliher would not consent to 

leave the then rea.J..ly ".xaellent. circle at. Lancali'ter and go 110 far i:nt.o 

t.he 'floods; and he therefore never occupied his tarm. b\..i; subsequently 

kept a store ir. Lancaster. and also l'.ad D. factor'J in which was r,ade 

potash and peo.rlash. He was an upright • .frien~, g!merous man. candid 

and sensible; hie Judgment. lOlas often sought lr.r his fellow-townsmen, and 
" 

vwy early he went by the cogncmel1, "the Jud;:;e." I have heard him sa,. 

laughingly that he believed he was the oldest judge on the bench. 1f;r 

tathel" was onti of the 3el.ect~n of '~he town, [;...d one of the CollJilit.teEi 

ill the settlement of lir. Thayer as colloll.!{Ue with!.:T. Harrington. !Ie 

_ in the Revolutionary army, and was stationeci at Carnbridee at the 

,time or the Battle of Dunker Hill.' HI) illied st the uge of eighty-live. 

My mother, your grandmother, Was a gran.cl-daughter or the Rev. 

T1tnothy l:iarrinf,';;'on. I have heard har spoken of. by those who kneW her 

Men you.ng. as being a beauti.tul pora on; and. certain.1;)r her character 

Was beautiful. Her sensibilities were very acute, and she was deeply 

religious. She \1aB discreet and cheerful in har household cares, and 

enjoyed humor when impossible to wound the feelines of any one. Her 

perceptions of propriet.y reqcired no . rrtudy of rules. I do noli remember, 

or ever hav'.t.ng knOml of an expression 0:1' anger a.s coruing fron her. All 

who knew her int:Loa.tely loved hal'. I<trs. Judi;e Prescott. becoming early 

acqua..inted \'/ith ll\1 mother when residine at'Lancaster, kept in affection­

.ate intercourse \fit'b her through lire. "It. was "dear ~~ly" to the laet. 
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fler hair was a ric;, auburn, not a hair of which chanced to the day of 

her death. A reply flhc made me when chid.ing her for grief has c~e 

into my mind a thousand times. It tvas simply. "Jesus wept." l(r mother 

was a l10man of true refinement of character. • 

In lJ3Cfl. at the a.ge of eight. yea:rs. I left home to live wit.h a!I 

aunt at Petersham. blass.,- a 1\idow lady, by the name of Brides. who the 

next year was married to Dr. Fisher and rell1O'.red to Beverly. I going home 

for six months. At the end of that tirna I went to Beverly to live at 

Dr. Fisher's, where I remained unt.il I came to Boston in 1815, into the 

book..store of Cun!lnirigs and Hilliard. comer of Spri..,g Lane aIm \1ashing_ 

ton street., t.hen called rio. 1 comhill. lily canpensation Was fort,- dollara 

a fear' and board from that time until I was twant.y_one._ a uB\lIl.l arrange­

ment at that. t.ime. Soon atter becomi..,g twenty-one 1 was taken as a pe.rt­

nar into the bUliiness,- the firm then being CwlJnJines. Hilliard, Il.Ild Co. 

loIr. Cummings, a. superior tec.cher. kept. a young ladies' school. and 

loIr. Hilliard lived at Carnbridga, having the care of a book.-store and a 

printing office belonging to the same establish£-.e'1t; :in consequence of t.his} 

t.he whole management of the Boston business very early devolved ~ 

on me. The business r;rcw:i..ng rapidly, I advertised for a cler]" and en.. ' 

gaged Charles C. Little; SIlbsequently 1 brought in Mr. Willd.:ns, and then 

loIr. Gray, a.s nomiruU partners, each in charge of special departments. 

,lit management. of the business was very successful. i:hsn I went into the 

firm, the buSinaSIl was struggling for existence; when 1 left. it, it Walil 

y.1elding soma twenty-five thousand dolJE.rs a y<ilal" profit. It lIas a 

specially designed enterprise of ll\Y own to establish our hOllfle as the 
, 

leading law_publishing house of IJevl England•. 

I,will say here that while I rema:ined at Beverly,_ SOIae five or 

s1x ;years in all,- I acquired considerable 'ilxpertllBSS in the use of 

http:dolJE.rs


toolll, maldng ~ litt.le t,hings to sell, such as bobbin 10=, knitting 

needles, et.c.; so that the ladies of the neighhorho04 got to coming to 

me to Bet various things made. I also made toa-pot, ha.ndles for a sUver_ 

smith who made tea-pots; also wash-boards, vlith rollere instead ot the 

fluted board, thus subjecting tho clothes to lISUcn less weal'. I also 

t.ook 'Wood to saVI and spJ~t. on winter evenin;:;;s, tor next-door neighbora,­

sawing and splittine and piling, in one insta:lce, Sl.Y; cords at fi£t.,. cents 

a cord. In this wa:y when I came to Boston I had fi£l;.y well-earned silver 

dollars. In Boston, durir1/:: the early part of m::! apprenticesirl.p, I worked 

late evenines, paintir,g mps, rualdr.g writ ins booia;. and folding and 

stitching pamphlets. I also made liquid blacki.'1.g. and black and red ink. 

I did such extra work \Ultil the interests of the st.ore demanded evet'1 

.~ute or my't,ime. On one of roy business trip:::: (to ~lt,j.IIICll'U). while 

an apprentice, I traded of£ and sohl, at rrq O'<m tiiscretion. some twent.;; 

tbouannd dollars worth of boolc;. 

In lSZl. havine s,c"uired a .lllOderate fori.W1e. I lett the firm with which 

I lias connected, desiring to enter '..lpon Bome COl.ll'se of study, and thus r.ali8 

up for t,he deficiencies of rrr:r early eduC!:;tion. Not !cnOl'1ing t.o -what it 

might subsequently lead, 1 concluden to spend a year abroad &riel. make there 

a trial of study. I began ray studious oourse in Paris, 1:m.t soon found 

it was too late to stuc!~; the time had passed ~lhen rrf3 mi..l1d could rest in 

elJ!lmentlll'"'J stucliell.- il; was too activo in plarU"'.ing and e:xecutir.g.- and 

I ga.ve it up. llavine returned to America, I set out to found a..,oth.er 
, 

publishing hO'-lBe, thi.'1k"'...ng .fil"1iil-lly to retire iro.!:J its active operations 

and b('l a silent partner. I t00k a lease .for six ye.t.rs and Bix. months 

of the estate on the corner oJ: School and Viashin~on streets, and at t.¥ 
expense' of SQl!le seven thO'.18and dollars·titted it up for a book-store a.nd 

printing office. My brother Richard, not then of a"e, lias Ylith me, artd 



sold to ea.ch of theJ!l one t.hird oi· the bti,sineHs .. bec.ooing myself a 

thirty thousand doll1l.l's a ~·aar, vlith every roa30ru;ble pr()s~ct that it 

lIould tefore lone yieH l!. hund:r~d t.iv)Usand dOW1'D :, ;re;~r. ""ioh 1. 

have no doul7t it, would hav" done but for tho !Jr(lu:d!lG up or' the Uri'ited 

States Bank. This event c~ms UP0:l tho business cC;~ilUn.ity very tL.'1GX­

near~· all the e:.l'itCi1. Curious to rel..>.te, tl-,c f"ilure ocr:mrl'sd the 

dollars. and had <t 111'.!l<lsQlJ!l il;CX1(l; hE.d purc!1iJ.scd "-nti furnisheu a 

house on De.:1.con Street (tna ot~c now cccufied hy Dr. Eigelow) .. wa.s 

married, iL'ld estRo:ish<'ld in hOllsel::oe;ing j and before the twelv," months 
, 

had gon'3 1 ht-.d sold all, broken up r'li't~ ne"; :100..03, and ·,'iaa wi'l:.h Irq wife 

I -;;ill now speak of SOlC;e of the ot.her brancile s of m:\' business 

durin;~ this earlier period of my business ilie, 
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The first t;IT>a..foundry established in BoStoIl "!'I!!.S rri.'1c; and in co~ 

neetion with it I also established the first stereotype foundr:y in Naw 

F..ngland. I placed roy brother Charles at the head of this establishment, 

which was carried on llnder th." firm ni'.r-.e of T. H.'and Charles Carter. 

The business out,greY! Ii buildi.ng I had erected for it in Harvard Place, 

and was renovlld to 1\ larger buil~in..'S nsar tho North Ch\i!'ch on SPJ.em 

street. Here. having with r1athan Hale, gsq ••_ for vlhOM I -wiBh to ex­

press estellrn when I ~'IX'ftfl his name,- purchaeed the ri.~ht, to \196 tho 

Treadwell PCWler Printi~ Presses, we added machi.l'le print.i!1.g to the e8_ 

tabl1shment,- the first of such printing done in the city.- first by 

horee-paIIer, afld then by steam. B€sides this It!'. Hale had a prirtfaing 

ottice of his mm, and torether we jointly all/!wd still a third, run by 

llater-pOl'ler on the Min Dam. 
--"" -- "~".__ . 

JIIOVed to t.he corner or Devo:::.shire ;;treat and Sf'rir.:3 Lane, 'liners the 

t.hird btrlldine lias 6t'€lcted for it; and on the Sal~ Straet land ! 

buill niI1e dwelli~ houses. 

As t.he wboles!l.1.e husinGSS of Gllrter, Eendre<'!, ant! Co., grew very 

large. they sold the rE<t,lil depal"l;Pleci to Allen 9.1'1.1 Ticknor, neither ot 

"hom however lI<:Kll.d than enZ8.Ila 1.'1 the business unless I also continued 

in it; so I becMtl (l. silent r>artner in the fi~ of Allen, Ticknor. and 

Co•• and ;;ubs(lquflnt,ly sold my share to them. 

property of r:i.oh owners. who had det.Grrr;ined to robu:D.d there as soon 

as certain El..,<pectQd cha"lees took place; so that the 'utmost time they 

would .~ive tl l"flsa of it. r/as for six anci a half ~~(lr~. But under: that 

lease of six and a half years I put the estat-e' into so profita.ble a 

condition. erectine brick buildings in .thl'l yard. !'ltc •• that th6"J have 

kept it as I left it half a CE'J::tury ago, putting :10 expanditures of 
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At t.he t.i.mG 01' tb. fWl11'e of the .film I ovmed wh."t 'lllS then called 

l'Il1l.lips I l'litce. 11O\i covel'ad by Houghton and Dutton fS store. I:pur­

Vlh&t th.oir neGGli f'::ru::w J:'fjqu.i:re for a. dO:oEln yea:!'s. c.nel so ;l:!:, prCl'md. 

'the tl. S. SUJ;reI:W Court {Judge stol'Y) wOl.,ui;ed to hire it. end i'IOti.ld have 

givon a =ch r.i.e:..er prico l'or i'~ t~ I asked the taw Cb'!"cll peoplo; 
-, " 

b~ it lias not for c. CCUl'~ of J..'l:;; 0;'" ·~o make .!N)lW;r too.1:. I built it. and 

1 thersl'ol"e decllnerl a pI'ofi·lia.ble offer before the cou.rt went to Temple 

Church in iJoston I, wit-h dnoth..r member. bocame responsihle fOl' a.ny de­

ticier.cy of income to ;ne·:}t i'", expanses. and for &. oonsiderabl.e time I 

1 ilia at th<i.t period Olmad live thoUSE.;)d feet of land, not! occupied 

Wa3 su.bsequently BOli! to a.n inStlrance c~pany, ?.t1.0. hy th~.L:' oold for over 

;r., each of tiles\) ()zt .. tos t.htlre was a fortune if they could have 

belJn l'lOtainea. unt.il ~he country had recovered frol~ the pE'.nic brought. 

about. by the olo:>ing of t:!u Untted. "'t,,,tea Bank; but both feU under 

Boston C=.on! :lare I '~a5 burned o.u:. ill the great Beacon street firs.' 
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·U1d in 

come intCl".:::!lted \lC l'4cldc:t"s of st/cel::. :.\1.t the schcr;lO so aroused tho--.. 

to this tina hil.3 r:ontinucd a &uccessi'ul publiootioll• 

. In 1$34-35 I :::ng&,;cd J..'1 publishing h:>oks ffiostl,y tor the young,­, 
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Dul-iug the last :£ii."~een 01' tj.jei~ty ;yt;;1ar;:> cf r!~: li1'~, ':Jei!~ ill pos­

" 
session of an aI:1p:i,,;;·iuco;r..o fur it0''''t!c:1J.', I ~1:l.VO de'\fl)'t.8d rtl'ti4e s.nd aeans 

This, John, gives you s';~m; idee. of the general run of T'JY business 

lite before your day. Of the lasi; thirty years yo", yourself have been 

an obsen-ar, and therefore lleed no accolmt of it fr~ Ifle. In rw.millg 

over these points of l:',;' life hiat.o:ry. I m,.VEa11' am surprised,that I 

should have boon aJ:,lQ to accollllllish so ll1llch, ca:rr,ying to fruition so 

many enterprises dependin,:; far their success on capita.l. I r.ave 

attributed my eUOC£lSS JareE'lJ,y. under Providence. to the :Cact that the 

for myself. but as a power of }l5efu1ne~. 

The object or btull-,m life, .John; is not \:.0 acCtlll!Ulate property, but 

to :form character, and to learn to eo-operate with Divine Providence. 
, 

True x-lehea are accumulated by efforts to benefit others, without seek­

ing re~ard. The greatem; hajlpiness possible to man CQ!1l8S through doOrs 

that humj) ity alO!19 can o)Jon. 

http:de'\fl)'t.8d


.i' 
-10­

A:3 .1. rcrn.;.'l.rkcd i~l the beL"inni:c~;. of trlis skotch, t.he rules of bu.sinese 

t.hat I have held up to mys"U r"we been gooci-'Ilill, equity, ~.nd justice. 

Eguitl' is a [;r"at Vlo:i'd; it is the ec;t:.il:i.brbm of every element in mrer-.f 

case,_ the end of all la~l. 

Lly final destillY', John, wHl bf! det"l'mined rnt b;, tll;) Opire.OllS of 

men, but by wh!:.t .[ !!."l; 1lnci so ...ill it bo with j'OU. It is not i:'1 =n to 

guide himself; ane! daiJ.y do I ask that m;j' t~lov.r:hts and IT,;" steps r..a:;r be 

guided. 

P.S._ When 1 I'sud the closing words ·~f J'OllIWOr!'S "ila6so16.s," _ 

"llie ill'e is pJ.easinC to God that iz not useful t.o IllW1ki",u," __ ~hey 

made a deep il1jlro:;sion on mo, and helped );iC in th" 1ol'lI4tion of a 
" 

settled resolution to .devote r..y life to the Greatest usefulness I could 

rende)" to soc.'.sty; und "hon I beca.~ acql1.ain~cd ..,:'.. il the Now ChuI'ch Dis­

pensation. it seeICced to present to ~l" an UIl] ;,.,·;terl field of usefulness. 

Ioiy occur-ation was t.hat of hlblisher, and I ha.d a Type and Stereot.ype 

Foundry ana a l'l·intj.rl('; loU'ice of· roy own, as ~I"ll. as a rapidly growing 

inCOlL{? Lool.irlg to the scholars 01 the cilUrch to Ml.tch aver the t.rn.l1s­

lations, I fOrIlre(\ the design of publishing a1.::.. 1.111.: theologico.l vll'itings 

of Svledenborg. 018 \~ell as his '~hree principal flciEmtific Works, in 

respecr.a.ble but ecollor.ucu.l for.:! and ::.tyle "d,I'.pted to t,ile mas::es. r in.­

tended to ciistribut" many copies of i.hese writirl[';s !l('fflelf, and so to 

dispo::le of the pl.;,tes timt after my death tl:.i" work d.ght 1.>.., corr~lmled. 

I beGan by buy"ln[; up all the liIllsold COlJieo of SVledenbor,; IS iiorks 

alread¥ printed in hl1!erica. and reducing the prices ,- naJ!loly. "The True 

Chri:;t.ian ileligion" and "Conjugial LoYe," printed in Phila.delphia; 

nHeaven and Hell," in Baltimore; "Divine Pl'oYi<iEmco" a.nd "Divina i.ave 

and hisdom." in Boston,- at the same tlJue nogotiutintl 101' lower prices 

than hitherto on those i:!lported from London. I printed "Heaven and 
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Hell" ill three fcrJ:lO ,_ "no eUition ,,5 lor: as thirty_,;evor, cents retail.; 

Church '.rr-J.ctl:l, and ropubU;;heti lleurJ;y all til!') s!'..aller ~'or};sJ !'-fl1 etaI"ted 

a bookstore Jes*,"c:i b be uevctoJ '~O 1;1:-.0 j:.'!.blicatioll ,,,;d 3b.le of Sweden-

Ol.a.pp'a 'est.abli::;hment. 

• 
~~6·+,f.J1';':l:::d.,!: .:1ud som~ ~;::!2.11cr 
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