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(Transcribed from a phobostatlc eopy of the original printed sketch)

A BRIEF AUTORIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

rrepared on request of my sons,and read at a fainily
gathering on my 90th birthday, Dee, 23, 1388,

- s

Dear John,- You ask me to mzke a brief sketch of my business life,
“gnd in a hasty way I will do so. Bubt I will first say somsthing of
sams articles of a business creed which I adopted very early inmy
carser, and then give some account of my father and mother. My ﬁ;inaas

aread was as follows i

-1;-To-be-ainays gulded by what was equibable and just in itself,
whether in accord with external law or not.

2. In cases of doubt in my own nind, to go against myself; thus
gstablishing in me the preign of justice.

3. To say or do nobhing injurious to the reputation of cbhers,
unless compelled to do so by the laws of use and duty.

he Never to take offence at candid criticism, but rather Lo seek
it as a means of knowing mysoif,

5. To devote my life to the pgreatest use I could perform to
Scciaty.

In corroboration of this creed I will here make an axtract from a
letter to ay brother Richard, ¥ritten when he vas a winor:.
48 to morey, you ean make enough anywhere if your health is
good, The question is, How cen you make yourself most use-
ful to the compmunity in whith you Mive? If this is the place
you really wish to find, Divine Providence will lsad you to
it; and that is the p.'i.sf'e, whether rich or poor, in which you
vz:i.ll be most hLappy yourseif and most u*se,ful to others." '
¥y tather, your grandfather, was born in Lancaster, Mass., the son

of a fa:mer, and one, I think, of four sons. bBefore marriaze, when a
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young man, he went into the woods in Hew Hampshirs, where land wae to
be had fqz* Jittle more than the expense of clearing, wnd cleared for
himself a farm., Some tidriy years after, I went with him to see it,
It was then worth, with a small house upon it, abcz.zk: $2,000. DBut when
he came to bs engaged to be married, sy mobher would not consent to
leave the then really excellent circle at Lancaster and go se far into
the ﬁocds; and he therefore never occuplied his farm, but subsequently
kept a stors in L&méstsr, and also had a factory in which was nnde
potash and pearlash. He was an uwpright, friendiy, generous man, candid
and sensible; his judgmert was coften sought by his fellow-townsmen, and
very sarly he went by the cognemen, "bhe Judge.® 1 have heard h:;.tn say
laughingly that he believed he was the cldest judge on the bench. My
father was one of the Selectmen of the town, and ovne of the Comittee
in the settlement of Kr. Thayer ss colleague with Kr. Harrington. He
wgs in the Revolutionary urmy, and was stationed at Cambridge at the
-tlme of the Battis of Bunker Hili. He fied at the cge of eighby.five.
¥y mother, your grandmother, was a grand»daught;ar of the Rev,
Timothy Harringbon, 1 have heard her spcken of, by those who knew her
when young, as being a beautiiul persen; and certainly her character
was beautiful. Her senaibilities were very acute, and she was deeply
religious. 8he was discreet and cheerful in her hcxuaéhold cares, and
enjoyed humor when impossible to wound the feelings of any one. Her
perceptions of proprieby qu;-‘a'.rsd no rstudy of rules, I do not remember
of ever having known of an expression of anger us coming froo her. ALl
who kmew her intimately loved her, Mrs, Judge rrescott, tecoming early
acquainted with my mother when residing ab ‘Lancaster, kept in affection-

‘gte intercourse with ber hrough 1ife. It was “dear Enily? to the last,
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Her hair was a rich auburn, not a haiy of ®which changed to the day of
her death. A reply sho made me when chiding ber for grief has come |
into my mind a thousand times. Tt Was simply, “Jesus wept." My mother
was & woman of trus refinement of character. ‘

In 1807, at the age of eight years, I left home to live with am
aunt at Pﬁtersimm, Hass,,~ & widow lady, by the name of Bridge, who the
next year was married to Dr,. Fisher and rem&md to Beverly, I going homs
for six months., At the end of that time I vent to Bsverly to live &t
Dr, Fisherts, whers I remained until I came to Boston in 1815, into the
bookwstore of Cummnivgs and Hilliard, cormer of Spring lane and VWashing.
ton Street, then called No. 1 Cornhill, My compensation was forty* dollars
a year and board from that time until I was twenty-one,- a usminl arrange.
mant at that time. Soon after becoming twerty-one I wes taken as a part-
nerinto the business,~ the firm then being Cumndngs, Hilliard, and Co.

Mr. Cuamings, a supericy teacher, kejt o young ladies' sechool, and
¥r. Hilliard lived at Caxbridge, having the care of a book-store and s
printing office belonging %o the sams establishment; in sonsequence of this}
the whole mansgement of the Boston businesa very sarly devolved mainly
on ne, ‘1‘!”19 business growing rapidly, I advertised for a clerk, and en..
gaged Charies C. Little; subsequently I broupght in My, Wilkins, and then
Mr, Gray, as nominal partners, each in charge of special departmenta,
My management of the business was very successful. When I went inte the
f£irm, the business was strugsling for existenco} when I left it, it wag
yielding some twenty-five thousdnd dollars a yoar profit., It was a
specially designed enterprise of my own bo establish our house as tha
leading law-publishing house of liew England. .
. 1,1l say here that while I repained at Peverly,- some five or

gix years in all,- I acsuired considerabls expertness in the use of

v
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tools, making many litile things to sell, such as bobbin loaoms, knitbting
needles, ate.; so that the ladies of the neighborhood zot o awing‘ to
me to pet variocus things made. I also made fos.pot handles for a silverw.
amith who made tea-pobs; alsc washeboards, with rollers instead of the
fluted board, thus subjecting the clothes to much less wsar, I alsco
took wood to saw and split, on winter eweninzs, for ncd-door neighbors,-
sawing and splitting and piling, in one instance, six cords at £ifly cenis
a cord, In this way when I came to Boston I had fifty wellesarned ailvar‘
dollars, In Boston, during the early part of my apprenticeship, I worked
late gverdngs, painting maps, maling writing books, and folding and
stitching pamphlets. I also mads licuid blacking, and black and red ink,
I did such extra work until the interests of the store demnded every
_ minmde of my tims., On one of my business trips {Lo Paltimore), while
an apprentice, I traded off and sold, at my cun discrebion, scme twenty
thousand doilars worth of books.

In 1827, having ascouired a moderate forbune, I leit the firm with which
I was comnectad, desiring to enter upon some course of study, and thus make
up for the deficiencies of my early cductbion. Not nmowing to what it
might subsequently lead, I concluded te spend 2 year abroad and make there
a trial of study. I bepgan ny studious course in Pardis, but soon found
it was too late to study; the time had passed when my mind could rest in
elswentary studies,- it was too active in planning and execubing,- and
I gave it up. liaving returned to ‘f‘s;eriim, i set out to found apother
publishing house, thinking fiml}{y to retire Itom its aciive opsrations
and be a silert partner. 1 took a lease for six yeurs and six months
of the estate on the corner of School and Yiashin;ffhon streeta, and at t.lp :
axpense of some seven thousand dollars fitted it up for & book-store and

printing office, Xy brother Richard, nob then of aze, was with me, and

LS



C. Y. Hondres was oy clerk, Wwhen all war in profiteble oparation, 1
s0ld Yo each of them one third of the business, becoming myself a
ailont parbner,. maliug the flrm name to be farter, llendres, and Co.,
establishing what is now called the “Uid Corner Doslmstore.®

A1l the capital, experses, and risks of this enteririse had been
rine, but I cbhzreed ne bemus, and the younn partness paid all their
nobes Lo me, as they besame duc, Irow the profils of tho ousiness; and
in less thon five vears the btusiness was pielaing profits equal to
thirty thousand dollars & pear, wilh every reascnsicle troswvect that it
would Lefore long yield a hundrod thousand dellars a wear, widich L
have no doubt il would have done bul for the broaiing up or the United
States Bank. This event came upon the business comundby very uneXe
pectedly, withdrawing from eirculation the chiaf surrenoy of the
eountry, and miusing widewsprand disaster,

Previous to this bhe business of the firm had become very large,
$290,000 being due then on tie beoks, vosides nobes held §n hand., In
the failure whigh folioves L ams il greabest lossr, having {urnished
nearly all the eupibal, C(uriocus to reiate, the failure occurved the
year I was rarried, DTuring that single year ry foriunes were preatly
varied, To vegin witl, I was worth oore then ono hundred thousand
dollars, and hod & hondsops lncome; had purehosed and furnished
houss on Deacon Sireet (the one aow oconpied by Dr, Bigelow), was
married, and establisied in housekesesing; and before the twelve monthe
had gons I hod sold all, ‘:src}{er; urn py new aome, wird was with my wife
boardin: al a friendis =mithout charze.

I will now speek of some of the other Lranchas of my business

durdny this earlier period of my business lifae.
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The first typewfoundry esbablished in Bostop wms mine; and in cone
nection with it I alse sstablished the first steractype foundry in New
England. I placed my brother Charles gt the head of this establishrent s
which was carriad on undar the irm nare of T, H. and Charles Carter.
The business outgrew a building I had erected for it in Harvard Placs,
and vias reroved to a larger building near the Horth Chureh on Splem
Street, Hers, having with Kathan Hals, Fsq.,- for vhom I wish to ex-
pregs egheen when I write his name,~ purchaced the risht to use the
Treadwell Power Frinting Presses, we added mmchins printing to the es-
tablishment = tha first of such printing done in the city,- first by
horse-poor, and then by steam, Besldes this Mr. Hale had 2 prinking
offica of his own, and torether we jointly ownad still a third, run by

mater-povier on the M1l Dam, Subsenuently the establishmernt was re-

moved to the corner of Devonshire Ctreet and Spring{ lane, whers the
third building was srected for 1%: and on the Salem Strueet land I
build nine dwelliny houses.

As the wholesale busirsss of Carter, Hendree, and Co,, grew very
large, they sold the retail deparbmert to Allen and Tickror, nelther of
whom houewer weuld Lhen enzase in the business unless I also sordimed
in it; so I beeame a2 silent pariner in the firm of Allen, Ticimor, and
Co., and subsecuenbtly sold my share to them,

The estebe b the cormer of Washington and Sehiool sbreets mas the
property of rich owners, who had detormined to rabulld thers as soon
as cerbain expoctod chenpes tm&kx p;iace : 80 that the ubnost tine they
would rive s lease of 1t was for eix and & half wvears. Fut undax: that
lease of six and a half years I put the estaje’inte so profitable a
condition, erecting brick buildings in the yard, ete., that they have

kept it as I left it half a century ago, putbing no expenditures of

£
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thedy own wpon i%. Wien 1 book the leaso they were psebbing but fourw -
“een jundved dollars werdt for the property; at the expiration of my
lease it wus ylelding mors ihwn .’.‘:CF.lir bricusand dollnys incoue.

At the time of the falluge of tihe fdam I owned w};@ vias then called
Phillipa' Floce, now covered by Houghton end tuttonts store, 1 pur-
chased bthls estebe with o wisw to bulldling upon the upper part of it &
ehapel for the Wew Jerusalam Glmreh, which I thoupht would prove just
vhet thedir nesds would require for a dozen years; end so it proved.

The U, S, Suprene Court (Judge Story) wamded to hirve it, ard would have
given & mtich higher prico for 4 thon I asked the Few Church z.::;‘a,

bt it was not for & ccurh of Law o bo make woney thet I built itg :mi
1 therefors declined a profitable oifer befors the court wept to Temple
Flacs, I will add here that ab the tdme of orsanising this hew Jecusalem
Church in Soston 1, wilh ancbher member, became responsivle for any dew
ficlercy of income bo meat ibs expenses, and for & considerable time I
paid very largely for sy seab In thab chureh.

I also at that pericd owned five thousand feet of iand s nos occupied
by the Doston Posboifice, on which I had erected a new tullding, widleh
was subseguentiy sold Lo an insurance company, a2nc by thop sold for over
one hundred tiousand collass more than I received for ik,

In each of these estutes Lhere was a fortune if they eould have
beon retained unbtil Lhe countyxy had recoversd fron the peniec orought
about by the closing of thw Uni‘&ed,éﬂ;e&es Hanle; bub bobh fell wnder

. 4
foraclosures, 1 aaa also froaum vwalve Lhousand to fourtecn thousand
dollare in roal esvaie in Laueacter, all of which was lost, b

In 1824, belng then wymrried, I kept house on Beacon Street near

Cherles § raat s with two sisters and a brnbher, pazburing oy coq on

Boston Cormmond Here I was burned oub in Ghe great Deacon Street fire,

¥
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in mid-day, most of my farnitioe beling carrded vron the Gomson, and in
the afternoon ummi’e;r&‘i Irow there €9 a nouse in Colonads How on
Tramont Shrect. Oh that oventful day I breaifacted *‘t hame on dgacon
Street, and supned ab homc i Colonmde Ef;ow ein Tramont Straet

4

In 1331, before the Zoiluee of Larter, Hendreo, and Co., I obtained
from the lagislaturs np achk of incornmorabion for n Booll Memefacturing
Company,- bhe deaipn belnyr to have all the hogksellers unite In Lhe pub.
Jeation of surh lairgs standard hisboricel und obher vorks as none of
them were ready to underbale alone, and to attreet literary ron te bew
came intorested ac holders of stock. Mt the schome so aroused the

% 2 x

fears of certain publishers ss to lsad te vidlond opposition an thelp

part; and as they carrded their opposition %o bhe legislaturs, t*w};'
suceeecded in securing a clavse in the chorter forbidding the publicas~
‘ticn of aisr worl of 3.:' =5 LBlae five volwwes, This prevorded the full
guccens of my onbergrise, vhich vas desipned %o benefit tiie enbire
gountry,; and Boston in raelicular. A cm%mré hounve», was organized
and the amourd of i1t Lhousand dollars rald in; hut the ceabinued
santraction of the cumesery ceused by closing up the Upitoed States
Bank, togothey with the Lmibatlion clause in the charler, led to an

sarly asbardomesnt of the onterprice, which ctherwise had the prosvect

of greal sucesss in wuy ways.
Aok “?‘\"ti“% i T bemsn the o hu_,‘.-,.\.* . ””"""t Stat
APOUL Lidd AT pesan boe panllcavien of el Sbabes
Gazeite,” adiled the first yesr by Theoplidius Parsons, Ssg., in which

many of the early productions of e*"r rant @il Longfslicw appeared. Subw

sequently, with Mr, Littell oo sdilor, I began the YLiving Age,™ which

to this tine has contimicd a successful mhliczgi;:i:cmﬁ s
- dn 1‘831,~35 “nuas'od 3 publishing hools mostly for the young,-

nearly forty differerd volumesn boing ﬁtan for that jurpose by Jacob
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hblott s bo whom weny bLhousands of yowg snd oid Lye nCebbed, For these
i sl have peic him, oo copyraghb, m:ﬁ*e Elan t.wéni;y, houseand dollars.
in 1845 1 vouk & {irteen vearst lsase of the estnte I noy ovnoon
Water Street, aid withis: ohe bema of the leuse & rade o murchase of ib.
Upon this estate, sane bwonty reurs leber, I erected new bulldings.

In M6 2 purelmsct a braect ol Jeud ob vhat wos bhen called Hzll's
Urosaimg, i whe Lomn o Lewtou, u...ﬁz rroccededte pais vardown Ioprove.
werte «nd Go ereet bullauws wpon 4b.  In a fevr years I called ib
Newtonvidle,

During the lesu Plfvesn or twendy years of oy idfe, belng in poS-
gesgion of an aipus docoss for ayesid, I nuve dovelsd ry wils and Jeans
largely bo heipiny gy sous Lo sebble iu businesa, to wldeh they con

Cbestidy. S -

This, Johm, zives you some ides of the genersl m=un of my business
life before your day. Of the last thirly years you yourseld have bean
an obssrver, and therefore need m:;‘ account of it fram pe, in ruuning
over these poinbe of wmy life history, I myzelf am surprised that I
should hsve been able to aceomplish so much, carrying to fruition so
many enterprises depanding for their success on capital. I have
att-rfi%mted my supceas laroely, under Providence, to the fact that ths
cammen good was my alm. 1 never soughd property to mltiply luxuries
for m::"se};{‘ , but as a power of usefulness.

The object of human life, John; is not to accumilate property, but
to form character, and to learn to coeoporate with Divine Frovidence.
True riches are acowmlated by efforts to hen?fit others, wit.hau{ ;eeku
if»g veward, The greatest haypiness possible to ian comes through doors

‘that humility alons can open.
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A9 I remarked din the berinninr of thie sketich, the rules of business
that I have held up to myself have bensn good- .'J.’l, equity, aml justice,
ity is a greabt word; it is the equilibrium of every elemert in every
case,. Lhe end of all law, s
My £inal destiny, John, %ill be determined nnt by the opinions of
men, but by ‘lr__‘_i_m_t._ & ams and so will it be with you, It is not in mon to
guide himself; and caily do I ask that my f.hou_{',hts and mr steps nay be

guided.

FoSg—— When L read the closing words of Johnson's “iassolas,” -=
hHo ldife is pleasing Lo God that iz not useful fo munidind," - t.*ley
made a deep inpression on me, and helped me in the formation of a
settled resolution to devche ry life to the greatest usefulness 1 could
render tc soclety; and when I becams acquainbted wliih ihe Now Church Bis-
pensation, it ceeamed to present to ze an uniimited rield of usefulness,
Ky occupation was that of rublisher, and 1 had a Type and Sterectype
Foundéry ana a lrinting Uiice oi iy own, as well as a rapidly growing
income. Lopl.ing to the scholars oi the ciurch to ha.t:ch over the Lrasis-
latiaons, I formed the design of publishing all ihe theolo Jiﬂ:..t. writings
of Swedenborg, as -.:elll as his three principal scientific works, in
raspe_ct.a.ble but econcmical forin and style adapted o the masces, I ine
tended to distribute many copies oi ithese writings myself, and sc to
dispose of the plates Liat after my death this work rdght be contlinued,

I bezan by buying up all the wusold copies of Swedenbory's iorks

‘
already printed in america, and reduelng the prices,- namely, "The True
Chrisvian Religion" and "Conjugial iove," prin'bed in Philadelphia;
Plgaven and Hell, in Baitimore; "Div:.ne Providenge" and "Divine Love
and 'v;lisdom," in Boston,~ at ths same time negotiabting for lower pricés

than hitherto on those imported from London. 1 printed "Heaven and

r
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Heil" iu thwee forms,= one ealbion as lov as Lhirty—scven cents retaily
published "Nobls's Arzpeal” and "hoble on Flenary Inspirczibion;” iususd

a prospactus ol & Sernlelonbhly Puper; began the [irst series of Hew
Church Tracts, and ropuciished neavly zlil the snaller works; snd starbed

a bockstors dosifed ts be dewcted Lo tho piblication and swle of Swedenw

borgts VUritings ond collaberad idberature, which was the ovapdin of Er.
Clappts -establishmeat,

fihils I was prepavisg to bogin Lhe repréinting ai Ve larser vorks,
a ciub of scholavs ol the sed Churw: wes formed, vhe euraged to furnish
reviasad branninblons of "Conjugisl Love’ and the "True Christian Teligion.”
This elub goncisted o: Theopailus Fuvsong, Celeb and Swpson Reed, Varren
Goddard, T. 3. Jlaywand, and Gilman 7. Worcsster. afbey proceeding some
time with the prirting, it wes found difficedd to ksep the press in copy
unless each woric should have sore ons men devobsd wholly bo ity and
therefore Ir. Goddard ook clorge of "loujugial Love," and ¥y, Gilusw

Worcaster of the Miruo Copisiimn Hodpion,"- ansh Jdevoting hHis enilire Libme

to the word, for wiich L pid then respcebively five huedled and eight
hundred éﬁliail‘s.

Abal & year wlicor vhe panideation of thess beous bhe Uniled Sbates
Bunk suddonis wivndrev dbs clroalsblon, in elfscl Jepriving e of rove
than a hmdred thovsand dollers and an tomnal Looimes of rors then bLen
thousand, Xy cporutions, hovever, hed given fresh drpulse Lo Lhe whols work,
ang a chb wes formcd i Dosbon uedeh provided for Loe prastine of the

.
Yireann," "iha Apocalivuc devesled,” and seme smeller voris.
when the Low Yerlk irinbting Sociebty stwrited, 1t wae sald by some that
]

I-opposed Lb, vhiclh <z wntrus. I oonly roronstretal asaiassh Sneir tardng

up, first, the Lorks juoh glersovypad W me wad bre. Slapp, of «hich the



market vaa full, for uaich Lhere 3ag bherefore no Booasion or EXoUGT.
It was pob wibh me & (umestion of properby, buv of principle.

1 have expended ovar Difty thoudend dollurs in vay D deeied lor

th@ Imberest of Libe low Jnwrch, and nob consclously a Cﬁf}l—,mf' or o
] o
word advoerse thorolo,

3% T AL
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