




Application Addendum:  999 Chestnut St, Newton Upper Falls 

Here is the list of information and materials that we still need:  

• Zen tub manufacturer's product cut sheet/specifications, including model, photo, 
materials, and dimensions: please note that the height is custom at 48” but all the other 
dimensions are correct: Appendix A 

• Elevation sketch showing what the tub would look like relative to the shed; you can 
mark up a photo : Appendix B 

• Hot tub dimensions need to be called out on the site plan and elevation sketch : 
Appendix B 

• It sounds like there will be changes to the hardscaping; if so, we need a description of 
what those changes will be, a sketch showing the existing hardscaping and a sketch 
showing the proposed changes : No Changes 
 

Because the Zen tub will be visible from the street, you should consider whether you could use 
plantings to screen it. You don't need to submit a planting plan, but commission members may 
ask about this in the meeting. “ 

 

APPENDIX A: 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

Comparison of 36” and 42” tub depth  

The only difference is the seating position. 
Immersion is up to shoulder height in both tub depths. 
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APPENDIX B: 

 

Elevation sketch: 

 
 

Site Plan: 
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Inventory No: NWT.55   

Historic Name: Barney, Joseph House

Common Name:

Address:
999 Chestnut St
Merchant's Row

 

City/Town: Newton

Village/Neighborhood: Upper Falls

Local No: 115, 51002 0002

Year Constructed: c 1830

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):
NWT.A: Newton Upper Falls Historic District
NWT.R: Newton Upper Falls Historic District
NWT.Y: Newton Multiple Resource Area - 1636-1907

Designation(s):
Local Historic District (12/17/1975); Nat'l Register District
(09/04/1986); Nat'l Register MRA (09/04/1986)

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Concrete Unspecified; Stone, Uncut

 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm) 

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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FORM B  BUILDING  
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125  
 
Photograph 
 
 

 
Locus Map 
 

 

 
 
Recorded by:   Katy Hax Holmes 
Organization:  City of Newton 
Date:  1/2011 
 

Assessor’s Number       USGS Quad      Area(s)     Form Number 
 

51002 0002  Newton  A/R/Y  NWT.55 
Designations: LHD 1975 NR DIS, NR MRA 1986 
 
Town/City:   Newton 

Place: Upper Falls 
  

Address:   999 Chestnut Street  

Historic Name:   Joseph Barney House 

Uses: Present:  Residential 

Original:  Residential 

Date of Construction:   c.1830 

Source:  Jackson Homestead  

Style/Form:    Greek Revival 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   parged stone 

Wall/Trim:   wooden clapboard 

Roof:   cedar shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:   
Custom shed (2007) 

Major Alterations:   
New windows (replaced 1955 windows); full restoration of 
house, two bathrooms added (2006) 

Condition:   Good 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   2,760 sq ft 

Setting:   East side faces Chestnut Street.  Building is 
sandwiched between two commercial buildings.  Amongst 
mid-19th century buildings in densely developed c.1830 
neighborhood.  

 

RECEIVED 
 

JLY 05 2011 
 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 
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 Listed in the National Register of Historic Places.    
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
This small worker's cottage on the portion of Chestnut Street known as Merchant's Row is five bays in width and one bay deep, 
and rises 1.5 stories from a fieldstone foundation.  The front façade and central entrance face south over a small landscaped 
lawn.  An interior, brick fireplace chimney extends from the northeast side of the roof.  The single door entrance is flanked by 
half-height sidelights and topped by a shallow beaded pediment.  The gabled roof is trimmed with a boxed cornice and returns.  
Simple corner and sill boards frame the house block.  Windows are 6/6 wooden sash and are TDL replacements.  A central 
dormer was added to the north slope of the roof in 2006 to allow for construction of a bathroom.  The east façade faces Chestnut 
Street and bears a Jackson Homestead-issued plaque with a construction date of 1825.  This date would classify this house as one 
of the earliest on this street.  It would appear more likely that this house was constructed with other worker cottages in the 
vicinity c.1830. 
 
Historic maps from 1874 and 1886 show a west side ell on this house, but there is no evidence of it today.  The west façade has a 
modern double sash window in its gable peak; a modern kitchen window to replace a 1950s casement window, and a side door.   
The side door opens out onto a small modern patio and steps.  A new shed, designed and built to match the house, was 
constructed at the southwest corner of the lot c.2007. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:     
There appears to be evidence of a house in this vicinity on an 1831 map of Newton.  This house also appears as a dot on an 1848 
map, and more clearly on an 1855 map.  In the earliest Newton directory, 1868, Joseph Barney (1817-c.1890), is listed as living 
in Upper Falls.  Joseph Barney is listed in the 1870 census as a 'dealer in oils' and appears on an 1874 map as the owner.  A  'J. 
Barney' appears in 1886, 1895 (J. Barney Hrs), 1907 (J. Barney Hrs) and 1929 (Jos. Barney Hrs).  A Joseph Barney, farmer, 
appears in the 1830 census as living in Newton, though the location of his residence is unknown.  
 
As with many worker's cottages from the early Industrial Period in Newton, an interior inspection of this house reveals 
conflicting evidence of its origins.  The current owner has exposed the framing in the ceilings of the kitchen and living room, 
which reveals a single large hewn timber (east/west) in each room as the main support beam, and wide, sawn floor boards above.  
There is not, nor does there appear to have ever been, a central chimney in the house, though the front pine stair, which is 
partially enclosed, winds to the second floor with jogs to the left and right.   A few of the risers at the upper level of the stairs are 
taller than those at the lower end. 
 
An inspection of the basement found a double row of fieldstone foundation walls on the north side of the structure.  One wall 
was flush with the interior brick wall of the chimney, which suggests that the existing chimney was once on the exterior of the 
house.  With a second foundation added at a later date, the chimney is now enclosed.  The existing foundation walls also do not 
match the footprint of the existing house, suggesting that a smaller, possibly one-room structure with a north-side exterior 
chimney once stood on this site.  Interior trim around the fireplace and windows was once planar, with crown molding around 
the ceilings; the current owner has trimmed each window with crown molding detail to emulate the existing.  A large stone 
hearth was discovered under the kitchen floor on the north side during the 2006 restoration, which indicates there was a second 
chimney on the northwest end of the house.  The size of the existing hearth (the owner decided to keep it) appears to correspond 
more to a cast-iron stove than to a fireplace.  This chimney is no longer extant, but the age of this house would suggest that the 
chimneys may have been symmetrically positioned on the north slope of the roof.  On the Birds Eye maps, this house is obscured 
from view by the building at the corner of Ellis and Chestnut Streets. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES:      
City of Newton, "The Newton Upper Falls Historic District."  1978. 
City of Newton, Newton City Hall. Building jackets for: 999 Chestnut Street, Inspectional Services Department. 
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A/R/Y NWT.55 

City of Newton, www.newtonma.gov, Assessors Online database, Deed Research 
City of Newton, www.newtonma.gov, City Atlases, Engineering maps, Engineering Department Water records, Water 
Department 
Department of Planning and Development.  “Newton's 19th Century Architecture: Newton Upper Falls and Lower Falls" 
'History of Newton, Massachusetts: town and city, from its earliest settlement to the present time, 1630-1880' (Google ebook) 
Jackson Homestead, information in folder for property (Gretchen Shuler 1993) 
Middlesex County Land Registry of Deeds, 208 Cambridge Street Cambridge, MA 02141-1268 
Newcomb, Kenneth.  Makers of the Mold: A History of Newton Upper Falls.  Friends of Hemlock Gorge,1996. 
Owner records and interviews; site visit 
www.Ancestry.com: census info on Barney family  
City of Newton, www.newtonma.gov, City Atlases: 1874, 1886, 1895, 1907, 1917, 1929 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 

51-02-02 Boston South NWT.55 

NEWTON 

(neighborhood or village), 

' " ' " • " I I I , 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map showing the building's location in 
relation to the nearest cross streets and/or major 
natural features. Show all buildings between invento­
ried building and nearest intersection or natural 
feature. Label streets including route numbers, if any. 
Circle and number the inventoried building. Indicate 
north. 

Newton Upper F a l l s 

999 Chestnut Street 

unknown 
re s i d e n t i a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

bf Construction ca. 1850 

mans/visual 

Greek Revival 

unknown ect/Builder 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation reinforced concrete 

Wall/Trim. 

Roof asphalt shingles 

asbestos shingles/wood trim 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures none 

1 
Major Alterations (with dates) asbestos siding 
and rear fenestration plus ramp - t h i r d 

quarter 20th c. 

Condition f a i r 

Moved 10 no • yes Date n / a 

Acreage 2,760 sq. f t . 

Recorded by 

Organization 

Gretchen G. Schuler 

Newton Historical Ctorrmission 

HJJZ H May 1993 

JUL 7 1995 

Setting Facing south between two larger 

conmercial buildings with,side yard i n front 

of entrance facade - picket fence l i n e s 

property at street - among early to mid 19th 
Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions fir completing this firm, buildings and opposite 

vlASS. HIST. COMM. 20th c. 



BUILDING FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

The modest f i v e - b a y c o t t a g e , which f a c e s s o u t h , has a s t e e p l y p i t c h e d 
r o o f w i t h a wide r a k e and r e t u r n s shown i n t h e C h e s t n u t S t r e e t g a b l e 
end. The c e n t e r e n t r a n c e i s marked by an e a r l y p a n e l l e d door c o v e r e d 
w i t h a m e t a l s t o r m and s h i e l d e d by a m e t a l and p l a s t i c awning. The 
e n t r a n c e has f l a n k i n g h a l f s i d e l i g h t s and a p l a i n frame. Windows 
have s i x - o v e r - s i x s a s h s e t i n p l a i n f l a t frames. The h e i g h t o f t h e 
main f a c a d e w a l l and d i s t a n c e between t h e t o p s o f t h e windows and t h e 
f a c i a a r e i n d i c a t i o n s o f a m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y d w e l l i n g . The 
house i s one bay deep shown i n t h e C h e s t n u t S t r e e t g a b l e end. T r i m 
i n c l u d e s wide c o r n e r boards, molded f a c i a and boxed c o r n i c e and 
r e t u r n s . The west g a b l e end i s c l e a r l y seen from E l l i s S t r e e t and 
d i s p l a y s a t h r e e bay f a c a d e w i t h a s i n g l e s i x - o v e r - s i x i n t h e peak 
and a t t h e f i r s t s t o r y l e v e l , p a i r e d s i n g l e - l i g h t casements, a 
c e n t e r e d d o or, and a s i n g l e s i x - o v e r - s i x window. A ramp f o r h a n d i c a p 
a c c e s s has been added t o t h i s e l e v a t i o n . 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE • see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

One o f t h e e a r l y b u i l d i n g s i n Upper F a l l s t h i s b u i l d i n g s o r i e n t a t i o n 
t o t h e s o u t h i s t h e e v i d e n c e o f an e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y d a t e . 
A l t h o u g h e a r l i e r s u r v e y work i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h i s house was b u i l t c a . 
182 5, i t s p r o p o r t i o n s a r e of a l a t e r b u i l d i n g and t h e maps e v i d e n c e 
appears t o i n d i c a t e t h a t i t was c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e mid 1800s. I t i s 
c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d on t h e 1855 map. The b u i l d i n g s shown on t h e 1848 
map on t h i s s i d e o f C h estnut S t r e e t a r e a c c o u n t e d f o r . Thus t h i s 
s u r v e y i s a t t r i b u t i n g a c a . 1850 d a t e t o t h i s b u i l d i n g . From p r e -
1874 u n t i l t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y t h e b u i l d i n g was owned by James 
Barney. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 

A t l a s e s / M a p s : 1855, 1866, 1874 ( J . B a r n e y ) , 1886 ( J . B a r n e y ) , 1895 
(Hrs . J.Barney) 1907 (Hrs. J . B a r n e y ) . 

D i r e c t o r i e s : 1868- 1900s. 
V i t a l R e c o r d s , C l e r k ' s O f f i c e . 

L i s t e d as C 
d Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a 

completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

*s 1 
/ 

n I i *> 

LP k 

ft N 

WJZ.PC> ^ aid at 
" V 7 / - P Hf) Nwr. 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Ta__B / / ^ 7 _ A / ^ / / y ^ 

Address 9 9 7 L/? *" cf- n u. r 0 1 

Name Ffeel e^j 

Present use ZZw'e 

Present owner , .... / 

3. Description: /_i _?-_./?/ ^ ^ ^ _ r <=o—TAese-

Date 

___ Souree_ 

Style 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features 

Altered Sq. (ZEAJO \/ej? Date 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: ^ _ 7_._ _J- /-•_-

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage V o /=•/• 
Approximate distance of building from street 

IDO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

SVJRecorded by 

Organization ~~~^^y C~^A 

Date (U&^-cJL^ i^i<f 

(over) 

20M-5-73-075074 



NiVYT^5 

7- Original owner (if known) W / ^ M C J /AY^OJ^ -O<-VA/-SF/C 

Original use :./••<• 
/ A / / 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (cheek as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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