Programs & Services Committee
Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, January 19, 2022

7:00 PM

The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a Zoom Meeting on
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 7pm. To view this meeting using Zoom use this
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86034007414 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use
the Meeting ID: 860 3400 7414.

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

#89-22 Request for a review and update of election ordinances in Newton
COUNCILOR HUMPHREY requesting a review and update to the ordinances
governing the operation and conduct of elections in Newton, including but not
limited to:
(1) Elimination of certain restrictions regarding political signage on private
property, except for safety reasons, and updating regulation of signage on public
property, partially to comply with more recent caselaw.
(2) Requiring candidates themselves or a designee signing on their behalf to pull
papers to seek municipal office.

#90-22 Requesting an ordinance supplement to state campaign finance laws
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, LIPOF, NOEL, AND KRINTZMAN requesting an ordinance
as a supplement to the state campaign finance laws which would ensure that any
communication that references an election or a candidate that is distributed by
any means in the City of Newton within 90 days of an election must identify the
person or persons responsible for the communication.

Respectfully Submitted,

Josh Krintzman, Chair

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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#90-22

Proposed Draft Ordinance:

Sec. 6-7: Campaign Communications Disclaimers

The purpose of this ordinance is to supplement the general laws of the Commonwealth
concerning the disclaimers required of candidates for elected office and political action
committees in their communications to the public.

(a) Disclaimer Required: Any communication that references an election or a candidate that is
distributed by any means in the city of Newton that is within 90 days of an election must identify
the person or entity responsible for the communication.

(b) Investigation Required:

(1) Upon receipt of a Complaint from any source, the City Clerk shall notify the
subject of the complaint by mailing a copy thereof to the subject via electronic mail and by first
class mail.

(2) The City Clerk shall review any evidence of a violation of this ordinance. The
City Clerk shall evaluate whether there is sufficient credible, reliable evidence to support the
complaint of a violation of this ordinance. If the City Clerk finds that there is sufficient credible,
reliable evidence to support the claim, the City Clerk shall issue a notice of violation to the
subject of the complaint. If the City Clerk finds that there is not sufficient evidence to support the
claim, the City Clerk shall so notify the subject of the complaint.

(c) Notice of Violation: If the City Clerk finds that there is sufficient credible, reliable evidence
to support the complaint, the City Clerk shall issue a notice of violation to the person or entity
who is the subject of the complaint. The notice of violation shall state the nature of the violation
and the evidence reviewed in making the determination. The notice of violation shall state the
penalty and the available rights of appeal.

(d) Response to the Notice of Violation:

(1) The subject of the notice of violation shall have 30 days from the date of the notice of
violation to respond to the City Clerk. Any information in any form received after the expiration
of 30 days shall be deemed untimely and may not be considered by the City Clerk.

(2) The response of the subject may contain additional information for consideration or
payment of any fine assessed as a penalty. The City Clerk shall consider any additional
information submitted by the subject of the complaint and issue a final written determination.
Payment of the fine assessed will render the matter resolved with no further action necessary.

(e) Appointment of a Designee: The City Clerk may assign a designee to carry out the
responsibilities of all or any part of the obligations of this ordinance.

(f) Violations: Violations of this section shall be punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars
($300.00) per day. Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. Where non-
criminal disposition of this section by civil fine has been provided for in sections 17-22 and 17-
23 of these revised ordinances, as amended, pursuant to the authority granted by G.L. c. 40,
section 21D, said violation may be enforced in the manner provided in such statute. The civil
penalty for each such violation is set forth in section 17-23(f).
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