
Cabot Park Outdoor Classroom/Pavilion: 
A collaboration with the City of Newton and the Community Build Studio at Massachusetts College of Art + Design

To: Newton Parks & Recreation Commission
From: Paul Hajian/ Head of Graduate Program in Architecture
Date: February 23, 2022

As an architect and teacher engaged in working with communities across Massachusetts, I met with the Mayor in the 
summer of 2021 to discuss an opportunity to collaborate with MassArt’s Community Build Studio. Cabot Park was 
proposed as a realistic possibility for this project.  

The program would be a multi-purpose outdoor classroom and small pavilion to be sited in the park. This a good fit 
with the initiatives that the City has supported in the creation of flexible places for residents to use. The location is for 
concept and the initial planning process (see some preliminary areas to consider below in red.)

The Community Build Studio is a design/build project for a summer collaboration where our master’s level students 
participate and lead meetings with members of the community, interact with each of the City departments, and present 
the developed designs for the project. The first month is an intense design process and then the construction part of the 
project commences—all to be completed by mid-August.

The site proposed presents many possibilities with links to the Cabot School, local pre-school programs, and the neigh-
borhood. There is an adjacent elderly housing community for possible multi-generational activities. MassArt’s com-
munity-based approach to learning is essential to the education of an architect and this proposal to work creatively and 
collaboratively with the vibrant Newton Parks Program, presents a beneficial opportunity for everyone.
Below is a link to some typical past partner projects for your review: 

https://massart.edu/communitybuild

Cabot Park proposed locations

http://massart.edu/communitybuild


Construction in process



Somerville Growing Center: Gathering space

Somerville Growing Center: Storage units and trellis




