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         #456-14 DRAFT  

 

 

CITY OF NEWTON 

 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

ORDINANCE NO.  

 

December   , 2014 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF NEWTON 

AS FOLLOWS: 

 

That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2012, as amended, be and are 

hereby further amended with respect to Chapter 29 WATER, SEWERS AND DRAINS 

as follows: 

 

1. Delete Sec. 29-23 in its entirety and insert in its place the following language: 

 

  “Except as provided in section 29-24 below, the commissioner of public  

  works shall attach a meter to all services supplying other fixtures than  

  faucets and also to services supplying only faucets where more than three  

  3) are used, and the commissioner of public works shall also furnish  

  meters to all water takers who desire to use them regardless of the fixtures  

  supplied.”    

 

12. Insert, in the first sentence of Sec. 29-24 (b), after the word “inches” and before  

  the words “hereafter set” the following language: 

 

  “and outdoor meters as defined in subsection (c)” 

 

3.   Delete the first sentence of Sec. 29-24 (b) and insert in its place the following  

  language:  

 

  “The initial and subsequent purchase and repair of all meters larger than  

  two (2) inches and outdoor meters as defined in subsection (c) hereafter  

  set shall be the responsibility and at the sole expense of the water taker.” 

 

4. Delete the first clause of the last sentence of Sec. 29-24 (b) and insert in its place  

  the following language:   

 

  “Upon installation the commissioner of public works shall oversee the  

  maintenance and renewal of such meters;” 
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25. Insert, in Sec. 29-24, after paragraph (b), the following new paragraphs (c) and  

  (d): 

 

  “(c) Outdoor meters are devices that may be installed at residential 

   properties that contain no more than four dwelling units, to measure 

   and register outdoor water consumption such as water used for lawn and  

   garden irrigation and other outdoor uses. Effective July 1, 2015, sewer  

   use charges under section 29-80 of this chapter shall not be made for  

   water consumption registered by or attributable to outdoor meters.  

   installed at residential properties. 

 

  (d) No person shall: 

 

   (1) use water supplied through an outdoor meter for any use except 

   lawn and garden irrigation and other outdoor uses in which water  

   is used in such a way as to not enter public sewers either directly or 

   indirectly; or 

 

   (2) install or arrange plumbing in a manner which causes the water  

   supplied through such a meter to be connected to any fixture which 

   is connected, either directly or indirectly, to the public sewers.”    

 

36. Insert, in the last clause of Sec. 29-36 (b) (1), after the words “said discount  

  shall” and before the words “apply only to:” the following language: 

 

  “not apply to water consumption registered on outdoor meters and shall” 

 

47. Delete, effective July 1, 2015, Sec. 29-36 (a) (1) in its entirety and insert in its  

  place the following language: 

 

  “(1) Water takers shall pay a price or rate for water for each quarterly  

  billing period in accordance with the following schedule: (effective July 1,  

  2015) 

   

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption from 0 to 10 hundred cubic feet; 

 

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption from 11 to 25 hundred cubic feet; 

 

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption from 26 to 60 hundred cubic feet; 

 

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption above 610 hundred cubic feet; 
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   For outdoor meters the rate shall be xx dollars and xx cents   

   ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet regardless of the amount of  

   consumption. 

 

 

58.  Delete, effective July 1, 2015, the catchline of Sec. 29-80, and insert in its place  

  the following language: 

 

  “Sewer use charge.” 

 

    

69.  Delete, effective July 1, 2015, Sec. 29-80 (a) in its entirety and insert in its place the  

  following language: 

 

  (a) Estates whose building sewers discharge directly or indirectly into  

  public sewers of the city, shall pay a charge for the use of main drains and  

  sewage works in proportion to water consumption except that a charge for  

  use of sewage works shall not be made for water consumption registered on  

  or attributable to outdoor meters installed at residential properties in   

  accordance with the provisions of section 29-24 of this chapter. 

 

 

   

710.  Delete, effective July 1, 2015, Sec. 29-80 (b) (1) in its entirety, and insert in its 

place    the following language:   

 

  “(b) Sewer Rates 

 

  A charge for the use of sewer, which charge shall be made in   

  proportion to water consumption, based on the water meter    

  reading, or estimated water meter reading, excluding outdoor meters for  

  the same property, for the prior quarterly billing period shall be made at  

  the following schedule of rates or prices (effective July 1, 2015).  Such  

  sewer bill shall be issued on a quarterly basis: 

 

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption from 0 to 10 hundred cubic feet; 

 

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption from 11 to 25 hundred cubic feet; 

 

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption from 26 to 60 hundred cubic feet; 

 

   Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for  

   consumption above 610 hundred cubic feet.”  
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Approved as to legal form and character: 

 

 

DONNALYN B. LYNCH KAHN  

City Solicitor 

 

 

 

Under Suspension of Rules 

Readings Waived and Adopted 

 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Approved:                            

 

 

 

 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON       (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN           

  City Clerk                 Mayor 

 

 



 
 
#456-14 
 
12/12/2014 
DRAFT – STAND ALONE SEWER FEE (leaving stormwater rates intact) 
 
 
Sec. 29-80. Sewer /Stormwater use charge. 
 
 (a)  Estates whose building sewers discharge directly or indirectly into public sewers of the city, shall pay 
a charge for the use of main drains and stormwater facilities.  
 
   (b) Stormwater rates 
 

(1) Such stormwater use bills shall be issued on a quarterly basis.  Each stormwater use bill shall consist 
of two components as follows:  

 
a) A charge for use of main drains and stormwater facilities: 
 
 for properties the principal use of which is residential: $6.25 per quarter 
 

                    for all other properties: $37.50 per quarter 
 
 (c)  Estates whose building sewers discharge directly or indirectly into public sewers of the city, shall pay 
a charge for the use of sewage works in proportion to water consumption except that a charge for the use of 
sewage works shall not be made for water consumption registered on or attributable to outdoor  made for 
water consumption registered on or attributable to outdoor meters installed at residential properties in 
accordance with the provisions of section 29-24 of this chapter.  
 

(1) Sewer rates 
 
          A charge for use of sewer, which charge shall be made in proportion to water consumption, 
based on the water meter reading, or estimate water meter reading, excluding outdoor meters, for 
the same property, for the prior quarterly billing period at the following schedule of rates or prices 
(effective July 1, 2015).  Such sewer bill shall be issued on a quarterly basis: 
 

Xx dollars and  xx cents ($x.xx) per hundred cubic feet for consumption from 0 to 10 
hundred cubic feet; 
 
 Xx dollars and xx cents ($x.xx) per hundred cubic feet for consumption from 11 to 25 
hundred cubic feet; 
 
 Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for consumption from 26 to 60 
hundred  cubic feet; 
 
Xx dollars and xx cents ($xx.xx) per hundred cubic feet for consumption above 60 hundred 
cubic feet. 
 

 



 
 Number Percent 
MWRA or partially supplied communities utilizing second meters 
to adjust water bills 

YES: 37 
NO:   23 
 

YES:  61.7% 
NO:   38.3% 
 

 
 

Ashland (S) Yes Arlington (W/S)* No
Bedford (S/partial W) Yes Braintree (S) No
Belmont (W/S) Yes Clinton (W/S) No
Boston (W/S) Yes Everett (W/S) No
Brookline (W/S) Yes Hingham (S) No
Burlington (S) Yes Holbrook (S) No
Cambridge (S/partial W) Yes Lynnfield (W) No
Canton (S/partial W) Yes Malden (W/S) No
Chelsea (W/S) Yes Newton (W/S) No
Chicopee (W) Yes Northborough (partial W) No
Dedham (S/partial W) Yes Randolph (S) No
Framingham (W/S) Yes Reading (W/S) No
Leominster (partial W) Yes Somerville (W/S) No
Lexington (W/S) Yes South Hadley (W) No
Lynn (partial W) Yes Southborough (W) No
Marblehead (W) Yes Stoughton (S/partial W) No
Marlborough (partial W) Yes Wakefield (S/partial W) No
Medford (W/S) Yes Weston (W) No
Melrose (W/S) Yes Weymouth (S) No
Milton (W/S) Yes Wilmington (S/partial W) No
Nahant (W)* Yes Winchester (S/partial W)* No
Natick (S) Yes Winthrop (W/S) No
Needham (S/partial W) Yes Woburn (S/partial W) No
Norwood (W/S) Yes
Peabody (partial W) Yes
Quincy (W/S) Yes
Revere (W/S) Yes
Saugus (W) Yes
Stoneham (W/S) Yes
Swampscott (W) Yes
Walpole (S) Yes
Waltham (W/S) Yes
Watertown (W/S) Yes
Wellesley (S/partial W) Yes
Westwood (S/partial W) Yes
Wilbraham (W) Yes
Worcester (partial W) Yes  

 
 

 

SECOND METER INFORMATION:                                                                         

MWRA Advisory Board 2014 Water & Sewer Retail Rate Survey
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