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CITY OF NEWTON 

 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 

 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 23-05 

 

 

This City of Newton Invitation For Bids (IFB) invites sealed proposals in accordance with M.G.L. c.30B, §16 for  

 

SALE OF MUNICIPAL PROPERTY: 

 Stearns Road Rear Parcel, Newton Centre, Massachusetts 

(Landlocked parcel between Clark, Stearns Road and Parker Street) 

 

Bids  will be received until:                     10:00 a.m.,  Thursday, September 15, 2022 

at the Purchasing Department, Room 108, Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA  02459.  Bids will not be 

accepted nor may submitted bids be corrected, modified or withdrawn after the deadline for submission.  Following the deadline for 

bids, all bids received within the time specified will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

 

The minimum bid for purchase of the above Parcel is its fair market value (FMV). 

 

Documents associated with this IFB (Contract Documents) will be available online at the City’s website:  www.newtonma.gov/bids 

after: 10:00 a.m., August 31, 2022.   

 

Bidders are responsible for downloading the IFB from the City’s web site at www.newtonma.gov/bids .  Proposers must email the 

Purchasing Department (purchasing@newtonma.gov ) their Name, Address, Email address, Phone & Facsimile number and what 

bid #  (i.e. #23-05) they have downloaded. 

 

All City of Newton bids are available on the City’s web site, www.newtonma.gov/bids.  It is the sole responsibility of Developers 

downloading these bids to ensure they have received any and all addenda prior to the bid opening.  Addenda will be available online 

within the original bid document as well as a separate file.   If you download bids from the internet site and would like to make it 

known that you have done so, you must email the Purchasing Department (purchasing@newtonma.gov ) the Company Name, 

Address, Email address, Phone & Facsimile number and what bid # (i.e. #23-05) has been downloaded. 

 

The City will reject any and all proposals in accordance with the above referenced General Laws.  In addition, the City reserves the 

right to waive minor informalities in any or all proposals, or to reject any or all proposals (in whole or in part) if it be in the public 

interest to do so. 

 

In the event that any person wishes to attend a bid opening or pre-bid meeting, accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 

provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City of 

Newton’s ADA/Sec. 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov 

or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711. 

 

 

CITY OF NEWTON 

 
Nicholas Read 

Chief Procurement Officer    

     August 31, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newtonma.gov/bids
http://www.newtonma.gov/bids
http://www.newtonma.gov/bids
mailto:purchasing@newtonma.gov
http://www.newtonma.gov/bids
mailto:purchasing@newtonma.gov
mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
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CITY OF NEWTON 

DEPARTMENT OF PURCHASING 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

 

 

ARTICLE 1 – PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

 

The City of Newton owns a 8,800 square foot landlocked parcel of land located between Clark, Stearns Road and Parker Street, 

Newton, Massachusetts, also known as Section 62, Block 23, Lot 15A, in Ward 6, in a Single Residence district (the “Property”).   

 

ARTICLE 2 - BIDDER'S REPRESENTATION 

 

   2.1 Each General Bidder (hereinafter called the "Bidder") by making a bid (hereinafter called "bid") represents that: 

 

 1.   The Bidder has read and understands the Bidding Documents, Contract Forms, General Conditions, Conditions of the 

Contract, General Requirements and Project Specifications (collectively, referred to as the “Contract Documents”) and 

the bid is made in accordance therewith. 

 

 2.   The Bidder has been offered the opportunity to inspect the Property. 

 

  2.2 Failure to so examine the Contract Documents or inspect the Property will not relieve any Bidder from any obligation under 

the bid as submitted. 

 

 

ARTICLE 3 - REQUEST FOR INTERPRETATION 

 

3.1 Bidders shall promptly notify the City of any ambiguity, inconsistency, or error which they may discover upon examination 

of the Contract Documents, the site, and local conditions. 

 

3.2 Bidders requiring clarification or interpretation of the Contract Documents shall make a written request to the Chief 

Procurement Officer, at purchasing@newtonma.gov or via facsimile (617) 796-1227. The City will only answer such 

requests if received by Friday, September 9, 2022 at 12:00 noon. 

 

3.3 Interpretation, correction, or change in the Contract Documents will be made by addendum which will become part of the 

Contract Documents.  The City will not be held accountable for any oral communication. 

 

3.4        Addenda will be emailed to every individual or firm on record as having taken a set of Contract Documents. 

 

3.5 Copies of addenda will be made available for inspection at the location listed in the Invitation for Bids (IFB)  where     

Contract Documents are on file, in addition to being available online at www.newtonma.gov/bids. 

 

3.6 Bidders or proposers contacting ANY CITY EMPLOYEE regarding the IFB, outside of the Purchasing Department, once an 

IFB has been released, may be disqualified from the procurement process. 

 

3.7 Bidders downloading information off the internet web site are solely responsible for obtaining any addenda prior to the bid 

opening.  If the bidder makes itself known to the Purchasing Department, at purchasing@newtonma.gov or via facsimile (617) 

796-1227, it shall be placed on the bidder’s list.   Bidders must provide the Purchasing Department with their company’s 

name, street address, city, state, zip, phone, fax, email address and INVITATION FOR BID #23-05. 

 
ARTICLE 4 - PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF BIDS 

 

4.1 Bids shall be submitted on the "Bid Form 23-05," attached.  

 

  4.2 All entries on the Bid Form shall be made by typewriter or in ink. 

 

  4.3 Where so indicated on the Bid Form, sums shall be expressed in both words and figures.  Where there is a discrepancy 

between the bid sum expressed in words and the bid sum expressed in figures, the words shall control. 

 

 

mailto:purchasing@newtonma.gov
http://www.newtonma.gov/bids
mailto:purchasing@newtonma.gov
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4.4           The Bid, including the bid deposit shall be enclosed in a sealed envelope with the following plainly marked on the 

 outside: 

 

  *  GENERAL BID FOR: #23-05  

 

         *  IFB NAME:  Disposition of Stearns Road Rear Parcel 

 

  *  BIDDER'S NAME, BUSINESS ADDRESS, AND PHONE NUMBER 

 

4.5     Date and time for receipt of bids is set forth in the Invitation for Bids. 

 

4.6     Timely delivery of a bid at the location designated shall be the full responsibility of the Bidder.  In the event that Newton 

    City Hall is closed on the date or at the time that bids are due, the date and time for receipt of bids shall be on the next  

    business day following that the Newton City Hall and the Purchasing Department are open. 

 

4.7   Bids shall be submitted with one original and one copy.                               

 

 

ARTICLE 5 – RESTRICTIONS & LIMITATIONS 

 

5.1             The Property is subject to the following limitations on use: 

 

a. The property will be conveyed subject to a permanent conservation restriction that restricts the use for the 

property as passive open space and prohibits the erection of any structures for active recreation, including, but 

not limited to, swimming pools and tennis courts; and 

 

b. The conservation restriction will prohibit the property or any portion thereof to be added to or combined with an 

adjoining parcel to increase the lot area and/or dimensions of said adjoining parcel for zoning purposes.  

 

5.2 Title to the Property will be delivered by quitclaim deed. The Property is offered for sale as listed on an “as is”, “where 

located” basis without warranty, guarantee liability of any kind on the part of the City of Newton.   

 

5.3         City employees must comply with the provisions of M.G.L. 268A when bidding the Property.  They must also file a 

disclosure with the City Clerk’s Office. 

 

 

ARTICLE 6 - WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS 

 

6.1 Any bid may be withdrawn prior to the time designated for receipt of bids on written or electronic request.  Electronic 

withdrawal of bids must be confirmed over the Bidder's signature by written notice postmarked on or before the date and 

time set for receipt of bids.   

 

6.2 Withdrawn bids may be resubmitted up to the time designated for the receipt of bids.   

 

6.3 No bids may be withdrawn within sixty (60) days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of the 

bids. 

 

ARTICLE 7 - CONTRACT AWARD  

 

7.1      The City will make one (1) award to the responsible and responsive Bidder submitting the highest Proposed Contract 

Price equal to or exceeding the Parcel’s FMV on attached General Bid Form #23-05. The selected bidder and the City will 

execute a purchase and sale agreement within thirty (30) days, Saturdays, Sundays,  and legal holidays excluded, after the 

opening of bids.   

 

7.2      The City reserves the right to waive minor informalities in or to reject any or all Bids if it be in the public interest to do 

   so.    

 
7.3      The City reserves the right to reject any bidder who has failed to pay any local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments, or 

     any other municipal charge, unless the bidder has a pending abatement application or has entered into a payment  

     agreement with the collector-treasurer. 
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7.4       As used herein, the term "lowest responsible and responsive Bidder" shall mean the Bidder (1) whose bid is the lowest of  

those bidders possessing the skill, ability and integrity necessary for the faithful performance of the work; (2) who has met 

all the requirements of the invitation for bids; (3) who shall certify that he is able to furnish labor that can work in harmony 

with all other elements of labor employed or to be employed in the work; (4) who, where the provisions of section eight B 

of chapter twenty-nine apply, shall have been determined to be qualified thereunder.   

 

7.5      Subsequent to the award and within five (5) days, Saturday, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the prescribed  

forms are presented for signature, the successful Bidder shall execute and deliver to the City a contract in the form included 

in the Contract Documents in such number of counterparts as the City may require.   

 

7.6      In the event that the City receives low bids in identical amount from two or more responsive and responsible Bidders, the  

City shall select the successful Bidder by a blind selection process chosen by the City such as flipping a coin or drawing 

names from a hat.  The low Bidders who are under consideration will be invited to attend and observe the selection process. 

 

 

 

Attachment A:  City of Newton Council Order #236-21 (11/1/21) 

 

Attachment B:  Site Plan 

 

 

 

 

END OF SECTION 
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CITY OF NEWTON 

 

SALE OF MUNICIPAL PROPERTY: 

 Stearns Road Rear Parcel, Newton Centre, Massachusetts 

 

GENERAL BID FORM #23-05 

 
 

TO THE AWARDING AUTHORITY: 

 

A. The undersigned offers to purchase a 8,800 square foot landlocked parcel of land located between Clark, Stearns Road 

and Parker Street , Newton, Massachusetts, also known as Section 62, Block 23, Lot 15A, in Ward 6, in a  Single 

Residence district for the Proposed Contract Price, subject to the terms and conditions of City of Newton Invitation 

For Bid #23-05. 

 

B. This bid includes addenda number(s)           ,           ,           ,           ,            

 

C. The Proposed Contract Price: : 

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 DOLLARS ($ ________________________________) 

 

 

D. The undersigned has completed and submits herewith the following documents: 

 

 Signed Bid Form, 2 pages 

 Certificate of Non-Collusion, 1 page 

 Certification of Tax Compliance, 1 page 

 IRS Form W-9, 1 page 

 

  

              Date                                                                                                                                  

 

   ______________________________________ 

   (Name of General Bidder) 

    

   BY:___________________________________ 

         (Signature) 

 

   ____________________________________ 

   (Printed Name and Title of Signatory) 

     

   ______________________________________ 

   (Business Address) 

 

   ______________________________________ 

   (City, State  Zip) 

 

   ____________________/__________________ 

   (Telephone)     (Fax) ___________________ 

   ______________________________________ 

   (E-mail address)      

  

NOTE: If the bidder is a corporation, indicate state of incorporation under signature, and affix corporate seal; if a partnership, 

give full names and residential addresses of all partners; and if an individual, give residential address if different from 

business address. 
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CERTIFICATE OF NON-COLLUSION 

 

 

 

 

  

The undersigned certifies under penalties of perjury that this bid or proposal has been made and submitted in 

good faith and submitted in good faith and without collusion or fraud with any other person.  As used in this 

certification, the word “person” shall mean any natural person, business, partnership, corporation, union, 

committee club, or other organization, entity, or group or individuals. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

                                                                                 (Signature of individual) 

 

            _________________________ 

       Name of Business 
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CERTIFICATION OF TAX COMPLIANCE** 

 

 

Pursuant to M.G.L. c.62C, §49A and requirements of the City, the undersigned acting on behalf of the 

Contractor certifies under the penalties of perjury that the Contractor is in compliance with all laws of the 

Commonwealth relating to taxes including payment of all local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments and 

any other local or municipal charges (unless the Contractor has a pending abatement application or has 

entered into a payment agreement with the entity to which such charges were owed), reporting of 

employees and contractors, and withholding and remitting child support.*  

 

 

____________________________________ _____________________________________ 

Signature of Individual (Mandatory)  *** Contractor's Social Security Number   

                                                           or  Federal Identification Number 

 

Print Name:___________________________ Date:__________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________ 

Corporate Name 

 

By:  ________________________________  Date:  ___________________________________ 

       Corporate Officer 

       (Mandatory, if applicable) 

 

Print Officer Name:__________________________ 

 

 

* The provision in this Certification relating to child support applies only when the Contractor is an 

individual. 

 

** Approval of a contract or other agreement will not be granted until the City receives a signed copy of 

this Certification. 

 

*** Your social security number may be furnished to the Massachusetts Department of Revenue to 

determine whether you have met tax filing or tax payment obligations.  Providers who fail to correct 

their non-filing or delinquency will not have a contract or other agreement issued, renewed, or 

extended.   
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X 

 

  

 

Name 

 







 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To:    Councilor Danberg, Chair of the Reuse Committee 
  Members of Reuse Committee 

From:  Barney Heath, Director of Planning & Development  
  Neil Cronin, Chief Planner for Current Planning 
 
Date:  August 31, 2021 
 
Subject: Report concerning potential reuse of Parcel ID 62023 0015A on Stearns Street 
 
CC:   Andrew Lee, Assistant City Solicitor  
  Jonah Temple, Assistant City Solicitor 
 

The City-owned subject parcel is located within the Single Residence 3 zone (the “SR-3 zone”) in 
Newton Centre, Ward 6.  The parcel has no frontage, is abutted by six single-family zoned and used 
parcels, and contains 8,800 square feet.   
 
On June 24, 2021 the Reuse Committee (the “Committee”) held a discussion and voted unanimously 
to: (i) make the parcel available for sale or lease; and (ii) to waive the Joint Advisory Planning Group.  
The Committee then asked the Planning Department to prepare a report exploring placing a 
conservation restriction on the parcel and exploring whether the parcel could remain a separate lot for 
zoning purposes (not a combined lot).   
 
The Planning Department understands the Committee’s intent to sell the parcel with a conservation 
restriction, prohibiting the construction of any building.  As a result, the parcel’s value is tied to the 
additional lot area an abutter would gain, which would increase the opportunity for as of right 
construction.  Importantly, for an abutter to utilize the lot area, the parcel would need to be combined 
with the abutter’s lot.  This consideration may influence the Committee’s deliberation on whether the 
parcel could remain a separate lot.  Additionally, the Law Department is investigating how long such a 
restriction could be enforced.  The below chart provides the additional floor area ratio each abutter 
would gain should they acquire the parcel.  The additional lot area would also increase other 
dimensional standards, e.g., setbacks, lot coverage, and open space. 
 
 
 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Department of Planning and Development 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

 

 

 

 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov  
 

Barney S. Heath 
Director 

 

  

 

http://www.newtonma.gov/
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Table I: Lot and Floor Area Comparison (Square Feet) 

Address Existing 
Lot Area  

Existing 
Allowable Floor 
Area 

Proposed Lot 
Area 

Proposed Allowable 
Floor Area 

Increase in 
Floor Area  

50 Stearns Street 8,475 3,814 17,275 6,565 2,751 

44 Stearns Street 8,750 3,850 17,550 6,669 2,819 

56 Stearns Street 10,819 4,436 19,619 7,455 3,019 

136 Clark Street 9,870 4,047 18,670 7,095 3,048 

42 Sunhill Lane 22,170 8,203 30,970 11,149 2,946 

144 Clark Street 13,815 5,388 22,615 8,368 2,980 

 
Given the Committee’s intent, the Planning Department suggests the parcel be sold at fair market 
value, with a conservation restriction, to one of the abutters.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
ATTACHMENT A: Map 
ATTACHMENT B:  Aerial 
ATTACHMENT C: Property Card 
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