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Newton ARPA Investment
Elementary School Buildings - $1,900,000

Countryside - $1,250,000
Lincoln-Eliot - $350,000
Franklin - $100,000
Horace Mann - $100,000
Ward and Underwood - $100,000

We listened carefully to the community, our School Committee members and our City Councilors
about how best to invest the American Rescue Plan Act, a.k.a. ARPA, funds. A common goal was
investing in our schools, as they quite literally hold our future, and our children were so heavily
impacted by the pandemic.

Update (6/2/2021):

Countryside ($1.25 million) - In recent years, the City and the Newton Public Schools had identified
Countryside Elementary School as one of the top priorities for school improvement projects for
Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) funding. I'm thrilled that earlier this year the
MSBA invited Countryside into their formal funding process.

I'm now designating $1.25M in ARPA funding to move ahead with a feasibility study of the
Countryside Elementary School, pending approval of the City Council to move into the feasibility
phase of this project. This study will determine the best future for Countryside, whether a
renovation/addition or a full replacement is appropriate.

Update (10/14/2021):

We are now positioned to use ARPA funds to help move additional important school projects
forward:

Lincoln-Eliot ($350,000) - This funding allows us to continue the schematic design phase for a
wonderful facility, new playgrounds, fields, and so much more at 150 Jackson Road. We held a
community meeting tonight and our next one will be at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 9. Preregister
to attend and speak here.

Franklin ($100,000) - This funding allows us to begin the feasibility phase for a
renovation/addition or new building as well as new playgrounds and fields for the Franklin School

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459
www.newtonma.gov


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fUzzQ2VTFwGZtFJ69fClqGmbeHuoAGM-pb5dHQn-0Ge3sZrlMPBcNk12t57xe0XyjyguEMgHGQlnJum_oCvdKLm9bfGmgMuaWfbDW65V1-G2AyQD3PsJSIcvq0BvwphZJv9oZwl2ntIt6Z4lNSqZubidIgM82SoUkjqPbBLUsZRpCOIHtqoJVNlb_k7Wy-f0_dSeG5ZWznM%3D%26c%3DZuPVbed2Lp43buq_fDg98KV4vb5CKCAtujQHtifvAIqvmxbRHtCG9A%3D%3D%26ch%3DdmAQkW5ufPGBOheD_-lrmx1QrzOmOEvF9Eh2iSdC9w5kZ3Q-uVt7XA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Csnighman%40newtonma.gov%7Cc33331c744004e2e668408d98f77b603%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637698566599557627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UXhYD56P9u5v4AlycJ%2Bks3tXfG6N%2BAQENhQ0al60SXk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fUzzQ2VTFwGZtFJ69fClqGmbeHuoAGM-pb5dHQn-0Ge3sZrlMPBcNk12t57xe0XyjyguEMgHGQlnJum_oCvdKLm9bfGmgMuaWfbDW65V1-G2AyQD3PsJSIcvq0BvwphZJv9oZwl2ntIt6Z4lNSqZubidIgM82SoUkjqPbBLUsZRpCOIHtqoJVNlb_k7Wy-f0_dSeG5ZWznM%3D%26c%3DZuPVbed2Lp43buq_fDg98KV4vb5CKCAtujQHtifvAIqvmxbRHtCG9A%3D%3D%26ch%3DdmAQkW5ufPGBOheD_-lrmx1QrzOmOEvF9Eh2iSdC9w5kZ3Q-uVt7XA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Csnighman%40newtonma.gov%7Cc33331c744004e2e668408d98f77b603%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637698566599557627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UXhYD56P9u5v4AlycJ%2Bks3tXfG6N%2BAQENhQ0al60SXk%3D&reserved=0

Page 2 of 2

and neighborhood. Our first community meeting will be at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 2.
Preregister to attend and speak here.

Horace Mann ($100,000) - Following up on our recent announcement of $250,000 for a new
playground, these funds will allow us to further the design efforts that began before Covid

for much needed space while complimenting one of our proud historical facilities. Our first
community meeting will be at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 25. Preregister to attend and speak here.

Ward and Underwood - Newton Public Schools began to engage with the Ward and Underwood
Parent Task Force just before the Covid-19 pandemic began. This group is tackling the facility
challenges that exist at both schools, and how best to address them. I am reserving ARPA funds to
make sure that Newton Public Schools and the Parent Task Force have the resources they will
need to move this important initiative along once the feasibility phase gets started.

Update (9/15/2022):

Ward and Underwood ($100,000) - School Committee members and Newton Public Schools staff
began to work with the Ward and Underwood Task Force just before the Covid-19 pandemic began.
The Ward and Underwood communities have been patiently waiting for this process to restart after
the pandemic forced us to put the work on hold. We are now poised to tackle the facility and
enrollment challenges that exist at both schools, and to determine how best to address them.

Last fall,  announced that I was reserving ARPA funds to make sure that Newton Public Schools and
the Ward and Underwood Task Force have resources to move this important initiative forward. It
is now time to make that funding available.

I am allocating $100,000 in ARPA funding to support the Newton Public Schools and the Ward and
Underwood school communities. These funds will help NPS provide professional services to
evaluate the facilities, analyze enrollments and educational models, and clarify the challenges and
opportunities to help with the decision making.

Preserving the Past i’% Planning for the Future
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